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n  ADVERTISEMENT. 

flacken  their  ardour,  and  cither  to  withdraw 
frem  the  conteft,  without  having  afforded  their 
ftipulated  fuccour,  or  fo  far  to  fail  in  their  ex- 
ertions as  to  warrant  the  conclufion,  that  they 
were  too  pufillanimous  to  be  powerful,  too 
mean  to  maintain  their  greatnefs  and  independ-f 
ency,  or  too  much  engaged  in  other  concerns  to 
be  willing  to  continue  with  the  neceflary  zeal 
that  conteft,  in  the  iflue  of  which  not  only 
the  welfare,  but  apparently  the  exiftence,  of 
every  European  ftate  was  deeply  involved. 

Great  Britain,  almoft  fingly,  has  adked  with 
an  earneftncfs  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  objeft,  and  has  unremittingly  continued  her 
(efforts  with  firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  amidft 
a  variety  of  difcouraging  circumftances.  Unawed 
by  ill  fuccefs,  and  unftiaken  by  difafters,  fhe  is 
ftill  determined  to  go  on,  and,  trufting  to  the 
juftice  of  her  caufc,  to  profecutc  the  war  with 
unabated  energy.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
the  country  can  only  look  to  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  for  counfel  and  fupport. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Scflion  has  opened, 
is  infinitely  creditable  to  the  Britifti  n^ition.  Some 
of  the  beft  men,  and  the  moft  dignified  charac- 
ters in  each  Houfe,  have  ftepped  forward  man- 
fully, and,  at  the  fame  time  avowin;;  their  per- 
fonal  regard  to  the  Minifter,  and  their  confciouf- 

nef^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT.  M 

nefs  of  his  good  intentions,  have  confefled  their 
impatience  to  reftore  the  bleflings  of  peace  to 
their  country,  and  recommended  an  immediate 
declaration  of  the  readinefs  of  Government  to 
enter  into  negotiation  with  a  view  to  peace* 
The  Majority  in  both  Houfes,  however,  a<au-^ 
ated  by  a  different  fentiment,  though  influenced 
by  motives  and  governed  by  principles  equally 
good,  have  thought.it  more  advifable  to  face 
the  difficulties  of  the  confli£t  with  firmnfcfs, 
and,  by  oppofing  extraordinary  vigour  and  ener- 
gy, on  our  part,  to  the  frantic  enthufiafm  and 
^Imoft  irrefiftible  fury  of  the  enemy,  perfevere 
until  Fortune  fhall  afford  a  favourable  moment 
for  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  on  grounds  more 
fafe  and  more  honourable,  and  thence  likely  to  be 
permanent.  Having  thefe  momentous  concerns 
fincerely  at  heart,  every  Britilh  fubjeft,  capable  of 
regarding  fo  ftupendous  an  objeft  as  now  prefents 
itfelf  to  their  view,  with  a  fteady  eye,  cani\ot 
but  applaud  the  fpirit  of  both  Houfes,  which 
has  led  them  to  emulate  their  anceftors,  the  mod 
ihining  and  enviable  part  of  whofe  characters 
has  been  recorded  by  Hiftorians  to  be  their  un- 
daunted intrepidity  in  the  hour  of  acknowledg- 
ed danger,  and  their  undiminifhed  ardour  under 
circumftances  apparently  the  mqft  likely  to  cre- 
ate difmay,  increafe  alarm,  and  infufe  dcfpond- 

cncy. 
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ency*  Happily  the  annals  of  Great  Britain  af* 
ford  a  variety  of  inftanccs  where  the  exertion 
of  this  noble  fortitude  has  found  its  reward,  in 
converting  defeat  and  difafter  into  vidory,  and 
has  ultimately  crowned  thofe,  who  were  daring 
enough  to  fet  a  world  in  arms  at  defiance,  with 
triumph  and  with  glory.  May  fuch  rewards 
attend  the  magnanimous  condud  of  our  coun* 
try  at  the  termination  of.  the  conf^quences 
which  the  prefent  arduous  crifis  will  neceflarily 
produce. 

Jan.  9,  1795^ 


WOODFALL^S 

PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS. 

TUESDAT,  December  30,  1794. 

HIS  Majefty  came  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  at  Thre^; 
o'clock)  and  having  fummoned  the  Commons  to  thd 
Bar,  opened  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  with  the  following 
Hioft  gracious  Speech : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  After  the  Unifbirm  experience  which  I  have  had  of  your 
**  zealous  regard  fot  the  interefts  of  ftny  people,  it  is  a  great 
*^  fatisfa£lion  to  me  to  recilr  to  yoUr  advice  and  affiftance^ 
"^  at  a  period  which  tails  fbr  the  full  exertion  of  your  energy 
**  and  wifdom. 

^  Notwithftanding  the  difappointments  and  reverfes  whidk 
^  we  have  experienped  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign^' 
^  I  retain  a  firm  cohvi£lion  of  th^  neceflity  of  perfiftiftg  in 
"  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  juft  and  neteffary  war  in 
•*  which  we  afc  engagedi 

^'  Tou  will)  I  am  confident^  agre^  vKth  nie,  thai  it  is  only 
**  frdm  firninefs  and  perfevcrance  that  we  cart  hope  for  thd 
'^  refloration  of  peace  on  fafe  and  honourable  groiinds,  and 
".  for  the  prefervation  and  permanent  fecurity  of  our  deareft 
**  interefts; 

^  **  In  confideting  the  fituation  df  oUf  eneihies,  you  will 
**  not  fail  to  obferve,  thai  the  efibrts.  which  have  led  to  their 
^  fuccefles,  and  the  unexampled  means  by  which  alone  thofe 
**,  e6fbrts  could  have  be^n  fupported,  have  ptoduced  among 
*'  themfelvcs  the  pernicious  effefts  whkh  were  to  be  ekpeft- 
•*  ed ;  and  that  every  thing  Which  has  patfcd  in  the  interior 
•*  of  the  country,  has  (hewn  the  progreffiye  and  rapid  de<:ay 
**  of  their  refources,  and  the  inftability  of  every  part  of  that 
^  violent  and  unnatural  fyftem  which  is  equally  ruinous  to 
^  France,  and  incompatible  with  the  ttanquillity  of  othci^ 
•*  nations^ 

*«  The  States  Pcncr.J  of  the  United  Provinces  have  never* 
*^  thelefs  been  le^,  by  a  fenfe  .of  prefent  difBcul|ks>  to  ente^ 
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*^  into  negotiations  for  peace  with  the  party  now  prevailing' 
'*  in  that  unhappy  country.  No  eftablifhed  goYernment  or 
^*  independent  State  can,  unider  the  piefent  circuniftances> 
^  derive  ttal  fecurity  from  fuch  negotiations :  On  our  part, 
*^  they  could  not  be  attempted  without  facrificing  both  our 
**  honour  smd  fafety  to  an  enemjf  whofe  chief  anhnoiity  itf 
^*  avowedly  dire£led  againft  thefe  kingdoms. 

<<  I  have  therefore  continued  to  ufe  the  moft  efie£lual 
•'  meatts  for  the  further  augmentation  of  iiiy  forces  j  and  I 
^<  ihall  omit  no  opportunity  of  concerting  the  operations  of 
^*  the  next  campaign  with  uich  of  the  powers  of  Europe  as 
**  are  impreiTed  with  the  fame  fenfe  of  the  neccffity  of  vigocnr 
^  and  exertioa.  J  ptace  the  f ulleft  reUance  on  the  talour  of 
^  my  foicesy  vtid  «ii  the  aAr^ion  and  public  fpirit  of  my 
^  pcofdcy.  in  whofe  behalf  i  am  contending,  -^nd  whofe* 
^  lafety  and  happinefs  are  the  obje£i^  of  any  conftanc  folt«^ 
^  citudc. 

"  The  loc nl  importance  of  Corfica,  and  the  fpirited  effort* 
^  of  its  inhabitants  to  deliver  thcmfelves  from  the  yoke  of 
<'  t'raoce,  determined  me  not  to  withhold  the  protedioik 
^  which  they  (ought  for;  and  I  have  fince  accepted  the 
^  crown  and  fovereignty  of  that  country,  according  to  aft 
^  inftrumenty  a  copy  of  which  I  have  dircded  to  be  laid  be«> 
*•  fore  you.  ^  ^ 

**  I  have-  great  pleafur©  in  iufojming  yott>  that  I  have 
*f  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Amity^  Commerce,  and  Navig*. 
*<  tion,  with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  which  it  ha* 
*^  been  my  obJe£l  to  remove,  a^  far  as  poflible,  all  grounds 
^  of  jealoufy  and  mifunderflanding,  and  to  improve  an  ia* 
^  tercourie  beneficial  to  both  countries.  As  foon  as  the  rati^ 
^  fic^tions  (hall  have  been  exchanged,  I  will  direfl  a  copy 
«*'  of  this  Treaty  to  be  kid  before  you,  in  order  that  you  ma^ 
<*  confider  of  the  propriety  of  making  fuch  provifions  as  may 
^  appear  necefiary  for  carrying  it  into  cSeGt^ 

**  I  have  the  greateft  fatisfa£kion  in  announcing  ta  you  th^'' 
*^  happy  event  of  the  conclufion  of  a  treatv  for  the  marriagOF 
**  of  my  fon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  with  tne  Princefs  Caro- 
^  line,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  JBrunfwick.  The  conftan* 
IV  proofs,  of  your  aflFediion  for  my  perfon  and  family  perfuadft 
</  me,  that;  you  will  participate  in  the  fentiments  I  feel  on 
fanoccafion  fo '  ijnterefting  to  my  domeftic  happinefs,  aniS 
f'  that  yau  will  enable  me  to  make  provifion  for  fuch  ait 
**  eftabliflimcnt,  as  you  may  think  fuhable  to  the  rank  and^ 
?*  dignity  of  the  Hw  ApparejDt  to  the  Crown  of^thcfe  kiag- 
i^  doms-    ^ 
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•*  Gentlemen  ^  the  Houfe  of  Commonj, 

•'  The  conCdcrations  ^ich  prove  the  ncceffity  of  a  ^ 
^'  gorous  profecution  c/f  the  war  will,  I  doubt  not,  induce 
^^  you.xo  ma)ce  a  timely  apd  ample  proyifion  for  the  fevet«l 
^  branches  of  Ae  public  fcrvice,  the  eftimates  for  wliich  I 
**  have  dircfled  to  be  laid  before  you.  While  I  tregret  ^ 
•*  neceflity  of  large  additional  burdens  tvi  my  fnbjcas,  it  Is 
'•*'  a  juft  confolation  and  fatisfaAion  to  me  to  obfenre  the  ftatc 
^  of  our  credit,  commerce,  and  rcfources,  winch  is  Ae  na- 
*•*  tural  refult  of  the  continued  exertions  of  induftry  undefr 
**  the  protedHon  of  a  free  and  well-regulated  government. 
^  JMy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*•*  A  juft  fenfc  of  the  bleflings  now  fo  long  enjoyed  by  tWs 
^-  country  wil^  \  am  pcrfuaded,  encourage  you  to  make  every 
^  efiart,  which  can  enable  you  to  tranfmit  thofe  bleflings  un* 
•*  impaired  to  your  pofterity. 

*<  1  entertain  a  confident  liope  that,  under  thfc  proteftiofi 
^'  of  Providenoe«  and  with  a  conftancy  and  perfeverance  on 
■**  our  part,  thie  principles  of  focial  order,  morality^  and  reli- 
^^  gion,  will  ultimately  be  fuccefsful;  and  that  .my  xaithful 
^*  people  will  Hod  their  prefent  exertions  and  facrifices  re- 
".warded  by  the  iccurc  and  permanent  enjoyment  oi  tran- 
^*  quilHty  at  hame^  and  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from 
'^  the  grcateft  clanger  with  which  it  has  been  threatened  Gnce 
•**  the  eftablifluoeut  of  ciwlized  fociety**' 

His  Majefty  having  retired,  the  following  Peers  w«c  in- 
troduced, fworn,  andtook  their  feats: 

Lord  Of&ry  liOrd  Belfea 

Lord  CJrvc  Lord  MencRp 

Lord  Mulgravc         Lord  Bradford 
Lord  Lytricton        Lord  Curzon,  aftd 
Lonl  Yarborough. 
Lord  Hertford  was  alfo  fworn  in  Marquis  of  Hertford. 
At  five  o'clock  the  Lord  Chmtcellor  read  the  King's -Speech 
from  the  woolfack ;  and  it  having  been  again  read  as  ufual  by 
the  Clerk  at  the  table, 

Earl  Camden  Tok^  and  addrejBTed- their  Lordfhips  to  the -fol- 
lowing purport  •:  The  prefent  crifis,  the  Earl  fata,  was  an  ar- 
duous one,  and  called  for  the  fulleft  exertion  of  their  Lord- 
iliips'  energy  and  wifdom.  ITad  thcfe  been  common  times, 
unaccuftomed  as  he  was  to  fpeak  in  public,  he  fliould  not  havfe 
ventured  to  come  forward  from  the'rctircd  fituation  he  had  ge- 
nerally held  in  Parliament ,  and  deliver  his  ientiments  ;  but 
he  flattered  htmfelf  their  Lordihips  would  notdecup  hifn  guilty 
pfprefumption,  if,  under  fuch  circumftances,  he  took  the  li- 

B  2  htsBf 


4  WOODFAlX*S  PARUAM£NrARy  REPORTS.        [Ukm 

tHntv  of  rjfing  to  move  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majeiljr,  in  anfwcr 
to  toe  mod  gracious  Speech  their  Lordlhips  had  juft  heard 
from  the  Throng. 

The  pretent  had  been  thought  by  many  to  be  a  time  of 
alarm  ;  oy  fome  it  had  been  magnified  into  a  time  of  danger  i 
but  by  all  it  was  allowed  to  be  a  time  of  importance.  With^ 
out  feeling  any  part  of  that  alarm,  v/ixh  which  fome  of  hi$ 
Majefty's  fubjc£ks  were  impreifed,  or  prematurely  apprehending 
that  danger  which  others  imagined,  he  was  ready  to  agree 
that  the  period  in  which  he  fpoke  was  di$cult  and  critic^t 
and  under  that  impulfe  it  was  that  he  offered  an  Addrefs,  to 
which  he  flattered  hiinfelf  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of 
tjieir  Lordfhips'  general  concurrence. 

.  Before  he  entered  into  the  consideration  of  any  of  ih^ 
topics  alluded*  to  in  his  Majefty's  Speech,  which  might  pof- 
iiblv  give  rife  to  difl[erence  of  opinion,  there  was  one  which 
he  nad  no  doubt  but  he  might  felcd  without  danger  of  coi\- 
tcft,  as  he  was  convinced  there  could  be  only  one  fcntiment 
on  the  fubjc£^.  Their  Lotdfhips  would,  doub'tlefs,  anticipate 
the  circumftancc  to  which  he  alluded,  arid  feel  their  breads 
glow  with  joy  and  gratitude  for  his  Majcfty*s  communication 
i>{  a  matter  fo  interefting  to  every  Britifli  fubjcft  as  the  ap- 
proaching union  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
MTith  ihe  Princefs  Caroline  of  Brunfwick,  So  effential  were 
the  blelEngs  that  we  had  experienced  under  the  mild  go* 
yernment  of  fhe  {ioufe  of  Hanover  from  the  period  of  their 
having  been  called  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  that  there 
was  not,  he  was  perfuaded^.  one  of  their  Lordfl.ips;  nor  one 
man  in  the  country,  who  wouldnot  join  heartily  in  congratulat- 
ing his  Majefty  on  an  ev^nt  that  promifed  tp  continue  his  royal 
line,  and  to  give  the  kingdom  diTurance  of  future  Sovereigns^ 
beneficent  and  amiable  as  the  Prince  who  at  prcfent  dignified 
the  throne  with  his  virtues, . 

.;  After  paying  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  handfomc  compliment, 
the  Earl  proceeded  to  notice  the  other  fubjcfls  mentioned  in 
the  Speech.  He  expreffed  his  fatisfa£^ion  at  hearing  that  the 
American  treaty  was  in  a  (late  fo  near  its  ultimate  copckifioni 
jas  he  flattered  hiinfelf  the  policy  of  prefcrving  amity  with  the 
United  States  muft  appear  obvious  to  every  well-wilher  to 
both  countf les.  He  felt,  he  faid,  the  fulleft  cortvidlion  of 
theneceffity  of  profecuting  the  war  with  the  utmoft  cnqjgy 
jmd  vigour.  He  recalled  Uieir  Lordfhips*  recollection  to  the 
i:ommencement  of  the  war,  which  had  been  altpgcihcr  unpro- 
voked on  oiir  part,  and  brought  on  by  the  repeated  jnfults 
^nd  aggreffions  of  France.  The  laft  ciimnaign,  it  was  true, 
^d  been  attended  with  reveries  and  diliipp'ointmcnts ;  but 
?  mu^h 
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much  as  he  might  lament  the  chance  of  var,  he  faw  np  rea* 
Ton  to  infer,  that  therefore  it  was  either  wife  or  prudent  to  think 
of  peace  in  fuch  a  moment.  In  the  beginnin^^  of  the  war,  under 
the  condu£i  of  a  gallant  and  heroic  Prince,  fuccefs  had 
crowned  our  exertions  on  the  continent,  and  in  other  aaar- 
ters  of  the  globe  in  repeated  and  brilliant  inftances }  and  from 
the  circumdances  that  had  fmce  occurred,  it  became  more 
than  ever  necefTary  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  would  convince 
our  enemies  we  were  not  difheartened  by  temporary  ill  fuccefs, 
nor  dlfmayed  by  the  few  advantages  which  the  chance  of  war 
had  given  them.  This  was  certainly  the  nttoft  improper  con- 
jun^ure  for  making  peace  that  could  be  chofen^  even  if  ne- 
gotiation were  practicable  ;  and  no  individual,  who  felt  like 
an  £ngli(hman,  would,  he  truiled,  eondefcend  to  humble 
faimfelf  at  the  foot  of  France,  a  proud  and  imperious  foe^ 
elated  with  luccfefs,  and  mad  with  vi£^ory:  Nor  could  any 
peace,  (hould  his  countrymen  be  fo  far  degraded  and  dead  iu 
fpirit  as  to  fubmit  to  fue  for  it,  be  concluded  under  fuch  cir- 
cumilances,  that  was  either  likely  to  be  fafe,  honourable,  or 
permanent.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  was  prepared  to  expe£t  m 
different  propofition  would  be  offered  from  fome  Noble  Lord! 
prefent}  out  he  neverthelefs  relied  on  the  iirmnefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  good  fenfc  of  the  people  of  England,  which 
would  fuggeft  to  them  the  neceflity  of  continuing  the  war  with 
additional  energy  and  vigour. 

Indeed  he  had  little  to  doubt  of  their  Lordfhips*  dectfiony 
when  he  could  undertake  to  prove>  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
could  not  make  peace  at  prcfent  without  the  facriiice  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  ire 
were  likely  and  able  to  profecutc  the  war  with  greater  exertion 
Ihanever.  The  temporary  I'ucceffes  of  the  en*:my  ought  not,  he 
faid,  to  create  alarm,  when  it  was  recoHedled  that,  on  our  firft 
engaging  in  the  war,  we  found  the  enemy  had  made  a  moxe 
rapid  progrefs  into  the  territories  of  the  neighbouring  ftatet 
|han  (lie  had  been  able  to  do  fmce,  and  was  compelled  by  the 
Allies  to  retire  with  a  rapidity  far  exceeding  the  celerity^of 
their  inroad,  and  to  retreat  within  their  own  frontier. 

His  reafon^  for  thinking  any  negotiation  fpr  peace  imprac* 
ticable  at  this  period,  his  Lordihip  laid,  were,  that  it  was  not, 
i;i  thefmalleft  degree,  likely  to  be  attended  to ;  and  that  if  evea 
unexpe£tediy  France  (hould  (hew  herfelf  willing  to  treat  for 
peace,  we  had  no  profpeft  of  procuring  it,  but  by  making  con- 
^e(rions  difgraceful  to  this  country.  Suppofing,  however,  that 
we  were  fo  funk  in  fpirit,  and  had  fo  tar  forgotten  the  proper 
pride  that  at  all  times  fppported  our  anceftors  in  difficulty  and 
flanger^  as  to  ]>cfid  the  knee  to  the  French  Republic,  could  any 
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|iiao>  pretending  to  reafon  and  refie£lion«  think  that  a  peace^ 
concluded  at  fucb  a  mpmenti  and  under  fuch  humiJiating  cir- 
iPtimftance^  had  the  fmaUeft  chance  of  permanencf  ?  Admit- 
txi^,  for  the  fake  of  arj^umpnt,  that  a  peace  were  within  our 
rea^b>  vAo  would,  advlie  us  to  difarm,  and  receive  the  French 
iotpthe  country  ?  We  knew  their  principles,  and  their  conduft^ 
lebexever  die j  had  jgained  a  footings  taught  us  to  dread  the  con- 
tag^noF  (uchiuinciples.  With  regard  to  the  fituation  of  Franoe 
comparatively  with  tnis  country  in  point  of  refourcc,  it  was  eafy 
to  iheWf  thait  while  we  were  in  a  itate  of  almofl  unexampled 
pio{pcrityt  the  oefourcos  of  France  were  nearly  cxhauiled^  and 
fcdttcpd  to  a  d^ee  pf  difkefs  ur^jpgralleled  in  thehiftory  of  that 
ateaEveand  popular  kingdom.  The  law  for  enforcing  the 
circulation  of  affignats^  and  the  lawof  <the  maxtmufn,  on  which 
dtraojcdbary.mc^lires  they  had  placed  the  llrongeft  reliance^ 
and  which  had  llruck  other  countries  with  aftonifliment^  as 
Ae  moft  violent  flretches  of  tyrannic  jpower  ihat  ever  were 
atten^pt^d^  they  had  found  themfelves  obliged  to  abandon  ^ 
and  though  they  had  not  jrepealed  them,  they  no  longer  at- 
tenopted  to  carry  thofe  laws  into  execution.  The  conTequencc 
iBiras,  affignats  had  found  their  level,  and  funk  to  their  natural 
fiateof  dqu'eciation :  They  were  now,  according  to  the  laft 
licc3Pttnts:^iiuch  he  Jiad. received,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  at  75  per 
oent.  difcount;  or,  to  illuftrate  his  meaning;,  and  make  himfelf 
underftood  by  a  familiar  inftance,  96  ailagnats  muft  be  givea 
for  ^4  lottis^'^ors.  At  the  fame  time  that  thp  French  circula- 
tion was  thus  lowered,  the  expence  of  the  government  wa^ 
eaotmous,  and  the  price  of  provifions  of  every  kind  raifed  to 
fuch  an  extravagant  height  throughout  the  country,  as  to  be 
beyond  the. reach  of  ordinary. purchafc.  The  fyftem  of  terror^ 
vshich  had  been  maintained  under  tKe  late  leaders  of  the  Con- 
ir^ention,  was  at  an  end,  and  the  guillotine  was  no  longer  in 
berpetual'cxercife.  Their  councils  had  ceafed  to  manif^iT their 
former  vigour,  but  were*  from  the  conilitution  of  them,  ne* 
CQ0arily  weak  sind  norvelcfs.  Inilead  of  the  Committee  of 
{^.ublic  Safety,  which  had  been  pcrnxanent,  and  which  had 
Jhewn  (o  much  energy,  it  was  now  compofed  of  members 
who  obaqgcd  every  month ;  In  a  word,  the  (late  of  France 
was  a  ftate  ejqually  deilitute  of  internal  comfort  and  fecurity, 
^pxovifipos  andrelources. 

.Happy  indeed  was  the  pi£lure  that  this  country  prcfentcdi 
iOur  fituation  being  in  every  refpedl  the  reverfc  of  that  of  our 
enemies.  Our  own  national  force,  both  by  fea  and  land,  waj 
the  largeft  that  Great  Britain  had  ever  known,  nor  were  wc 
•deilitute  of  Allies.  We  had  every  reafon  to  hope  for  aflilt** 
.^»nce  fro9i  Aullria^  and  although,  horn    a  fenfc   of  prcfent 
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difficultyi  the  States  General  had  thought  proper  fo  enter" 
hito  a  negotiation  with  France,  poUibif  thrir  \^ith(h'awing, 
chemfdves  from  the  conteflr  migra  not  prore  diCidvantage^ 
dus  to  this  country»"a$  it  would  reftore  a  targe  port  106  of  our 
forces^  and  enabfe  as  to  empfoy  them  more  ufetully  in  other 
&rvicei.  In  (horty  the  Dutch  had  afforded  but  an  uncertain 
and  inaufpiciousaid  to. the  common  caufe  ;  and  their  feceflioti 
under  fuch  circumftances  was  the  Uh  to  be  rcf^tedp  ihm'tt 
would  have  been  had  their  zeal  in  the  progrcft  of  the  war 
kept  pace  with  our  own. 

The  ftaie  of  our  revenue,  the  Earl  faid,  was  moft  ffoUrilh- 
ing,  our  nefouTces  weir  infinite,  and  our  efedh*c:ttraoTdnKrfiJf 
good*  The  pufaiic  income  fhi^  jmfy  he  had  i^t  trappfudts  to' 
learn,  ftll  but  little  (hort  of  its  amount  in  the  hd ;  and,  as  a 
proof  of  the  eikviablc  fkrte  and  ftabilky  of  nafioiial  credit,  lie 
ftftight  iftftance  the  eafcaiid  faaAkf  ^rh  which  ramoiif  faU  ttt' 
immcafe  lean  had  been  nef^otiatcd  and  obtained  in  thtf  ef!f.' 

From  this  coaparativc  ftaie  of  the  rcfburoet  of  Gi^at  SfinudT 
and  Fiancr,  the  iafcresce  that  bbNiralfy  pttsfeatcd  kfelf  was^* 
that  d>is  was  not  the  fit  aMnent  farnmkii^  prare,  howcvcf" 
deiiraUe  that  event  aauft  be  to-  every  ntan^  who  wiflieA  W 
participate  in  its  blcflings,  attd  to  put  an  end  to  the  hoiroryof 
war.  ThoCe  who  were  the  moft  preffing  f6r  peace  muft  of 
neceiluy  wait  till  (bmcthiag  mere  like  haraidny  wds  eftab4iA«' 
«d  in  Prance,  and  the  Goveramcnt  had  uSmtnid  mote  penna* 
sency  than  had  hitherto  belonged  to  it.  Tlie  menacea  aiKf 
itifuks  to  thia  councry,  with  which  France  had  begira  the  W3r» 
flie  had  not  yet  thought  proper  to  retra£k.  The  fpirit  of  the 
people  of  Endaad,  he  was  iadsfied,  was  too  high  to  aUow 
them  to  crottcn  to  an  infulting  aad  a  fuCQcfaful  foe.  He  be* 
lieved  they  were  in  general  auxiooa  for  the  profecution  ef  the 
wa^^  that  they  were  fufficiently  confciaua  of  the  vahie  an<^ 
importance  of  the  fucceffes  we  had  experienced  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weil  Indies^  and  the  glorious  vi£lory  tliat  had  been  obtatnbdhf 
a  Noble  Earl  on  the  ocean  on  the  id  of  June;  and  that  tbey  didr 
inot^in  confequence  of  the  reverfesof  a  fingk  campaign,  wifh  ict 
^rop  it,  which  they  could  not  do  without  the  mod  obvious* 
difadvantage  and  diigrace.  The  voice  of  the  people  of  Eng*' 
land  mixil  oe  heard^  whenever  it  w;i&  couilitutioually  gtveti  r 
The  caufe  wa$  in  their  hands  ^  and  wlien  th^y  rccolkdcd  that 
t)iedeAru£lion of  the  BritiCh  conftitution  wati  tiie  objc6b  of 
th^  French,  he  was  fatisficd  the  Britifli  nation  would  iboner 
fpend  their  laft  fhilltng,  and  fhed  the  laft  drop  at  rluir  blood, 
than  fuffer  a  Conilitution,  under  which  they  daiJy  CDJoycd  fttch 
ianuBic^ble  blcilliigs,  to  be  dcdroyedr 

The 
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The  Earl  concluded  a  very  able  fpeech  with  an'apoldgy  t# 
their  Lordfhips  for  having  fo  long  intruded  on  their  patience^ 
but  hoped  he  had  ftatc^  argufnejUd  fo  undeniable  and  fo  well 
founded,  that  the  Address  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  mov- 
ing, which  certainly  went  to  pledge  the  Houfe  to  a  profecu- 
lion  of  the  war  under  the  prefent  circumftances^  would  meet 
with  their  Lordfliips^  unanimous  concurrence^ 

The  Addrefs  wa^  as  follows } 
•*  Aloft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

•*  WE,  your  Mayefty**  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeai,  the  Lprds 
*•  Spiritual  and  Temporal j  in  Parlianient  aflrmbled,  beg  leave  to  return 
^  your  Majefty  our  hun&le  thanks  for  your  Majefty*s  nioft  gracUiis  Speecli 
•*  from  the  Throne* 

**  We  e2g;erly  embrace  the  firft  ofjportunity  of  hfing  before  your  Ma- 
^  p§f  our  dutiful  stnd  refpefiful  congratulations  on  the  aufpiciout  event  of 
•*  4lkt  coocluiioii  of  the  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
«s  Pri0ce  c^  Wdes  with  the  Princefir  Caroline  of  Bronfwick.  While  mt 
^  partake  \A  the  gratiiicatioii  whidh  muft  ariie  to  your  Majefty  oA  an  cic* 
«*  cnTion  fo  interefting  to  your  Ma)efty*s  dorhcftn:  happsnefs,  aiid  to  that  of 
••  the  illuftrious  and  amiable  Prince  whofe  virtues  are  ftf  juftly  deUr  to  us* 
^  we  look  forward,  with  the  utnloft  fatisfaAion,  t6  the  hbpe  thaf»  in  m  long 
*•  and  uninterrupted  1  iiie  of  defcent,  this  country  niay  co<itiriue  to  enjoy  th^ 
^  bleilings  which  it  has  experienced  under  your  Ma}eRy*a  paternal  govern* 
•<  ment,  and  under  the  aufpictous  reigtis  of  th«  8oVeret^sof  the  Houfe  of 
•«  Bnmfwick. 

.  •«  We  beg  leave  to  alTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  ilialt  with  tlie  litmolt 
•*  cheerfulnefs  concur  in  enabling  your  Majefty  to  make  proviiion  for  fuch 
•*  an  cftablifhment  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  rtnk  and  dignity  of  the  Hcff 
•*  Apparent  of  theie  kingdoms. 

*^  Permit  us  to  aflure  your  Maiefty,  that,  notwltbftanding  the  di/ap* 
••  pointments  and  reveries  of  the  laft  campaign,  We  concur  With  your  Mi* 
•'  jefty  in  a  firm  convi£lion  of  the  neceflity  of  periifting  in  a  i^igoroiis  profe- 
**  cution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  necelfary  war  ;  being  pcrfuaded  that  the 
**  attainment  of  t  juft  and  honourable  peace,  and  the  prefervation  and  per* 
*<  manent  fecurity  of  all  our  deareft  interefts,  are  only  to  b^  hoped  for  front 
M  firmnefs  and  perfeverance  t  That,  impreAed  with  thefe  fentiments,  w^ 
*'■  derive  addicienal  encouragement  from  obfcrving  that  the  meafuret 
•*  adopted  by  our  enemies  have  produced  amongft  themfelves  the  pemicioui 
**  effefls  which  were  to  be  expe6\ed  fr»m  them  •,  and  that  every  thing  whidi 
««  has  paCTed  in  that  country  has  inanifefted  the  rapid  decay  of  their  re- 
•*  foorces,  and  the  inftability  of  every  part  of  that  violent  and  unnatural 
*'  fyftem,  which  is  equally  ruinous  t»  France,  and  incompHlible  with  the 
*<  tranquilUty  of  other  Statw« 
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r^*  Whatever  may  be  the  ilTue  of  the  negotiations  into  which  the  Cntted 
^'  Provinces  have  been  induced  to  enter,  we  areperfltaded  that  no  eilablifh 
"  ed  Government  or  independeht  State  can,  under  the  prtfent  circum* 
"  ftances,  derive  real  feturlty  from  fuch  negotiationii ;  and  that,  on  out* 
"*  part,  they  could  not  be  attempted,  without  thefacrjlice  of  our  honour  and 
■*  iafety  to  an  eneitiy  who(e  clfieF  antmoHty  it  directed  againft  theie  king. 
'*  doms.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  we  are  fenfible  of  the  neceiTity  of  your 
^*  Majefty^s  having  continued  to  ute  eflFedual  means  for  the  further  aug- 
*'  roentatioB  of  yotir  forces  ;  and  we  rely  on  your  Majefty^s  oihitting  no 
••  oppon unity  of  concerting  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  with  fuch 
"  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  as  are  imprcflcd  With  the  fame  ku(t  of  the  n^- 
«'  cellity  of  vigout  and  exert  ion  \  and  we  trtift  thlt  the  valour  of  your  Ma- 
'<  jefty*s  forces,  and  the  public  fplrit  of  the  Britifli  nation,  wili  enable  yoa 
**  Majefty  to  pit)vide  ciFe6iually  for  the  interefts  and  faiety  of  your  faithfu 
**  people^  in  whofe  behalf  your  Majefty  is  now  contending,  and  for  wholb 
«<  hsppinefs  your  Majefty  has  ever  (hown  the  moft  paternal  care  and  l(j1t. 
••  citude. 

"'  We  retiim  yxwr  Maje^  onf  grateful  thanks  for  the  communication 
^^  which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  direct  to  be  made  to  us  of  the  in- 
*'  ftmnient  by  which  your  Mnjefly  has  accepted  the  Crown  and  Sovereignly 
*<  cf  Coiiica  ^  full^  fenfible  that  the  local  importance  of  that  iiland,  and 
''  the  fpirited  efforts  of  its  inhabitanis  to  deliver  then^felves  from  the  yoke 
*'  of  France^  have  juftly  determined  your  Majefly  not  to  withhold  the  pro  * 
^r  itBthn  which  they  (ought  for. 

**  We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  your  Majefty  oor  fatisfa£lion  in  learning 
**  that  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  has  been  concluded 
"  between  your  Majefty  and  the  United  States  of  AmeHca  \  an^  to  affute 
*<  your  Majeffyy  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  willingly  concur  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  beft 
«*  tend  to  remove  the  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  mifundefftandtng,  and  to  im- 
*<  prove  an  inteTeourle  beneficial  to  both  eouiuries« 

•'  We  entreat  your  Majefly  to  be  perfuaded,  that  a  jtift  ienfe  of  the  blefT- 
"  ings.we  have  now  fo  long  enjoyed  will  animate  us  to  every  effort  which 
«•  c^n  enable  us  to  tranfmit  thofe  bleffings  unimpaired  to  our  pofteritys 
•<  And  that  it  is  our  earheft  and  confident  hope  that,  under  the  protection 
«•  of  the  Divine  Providence,  slnd  with  eoJiftiincy  and  perfeverance  on  our 
«<  part,  the  pi  incipies  of  focial  older,  morality,  and  religion,  will  ultimately 
««  be  fuccclsful  J  and  that  your  Majifty* s  faithful  people  may  find  their 
"  prcfcnt  exertions  and  facrifices  regarded  by  the  fecure  and  permanent  en- 
««  joyment  of  tramjuillity  at  hortie,  and  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from 
■'  the'gieateft  danger  with  which  it  has  been  threatened  fince  the  eftabllfhmclit 
••  of  jciviliied  fbciety." 

LordPonfonhf  (£arl  of  licffeorough)  rofe  to  fecond  the  A<i- 
drefsy  which  he  did  in  a  (hort  but  emphatic  fpecch.  He  faid, 
tlic  Noble  Earl,  who  had  moved  the  Addicfi,  had  fo  fully  cx- 
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pUiiied  iht  grounds  on  which  ho  brought  it  forwaid,  that  he 
ihould  tsefpafs  on  their  Lordibips'  time  but  for  a  very  few 
munutea.  He  ftated,  that  he  had  himfelf  taken  no  part  in  the 
.proceedings  of  that  Hottfe,  relative  to  thc.wari  having  been 
abfent  (torn  His  country  for  the  laft  three  years  ^  but,  viewin^r 
it  as  at  pmfei|f  circumftanced,  he  thought  it  would  betray  a 
.want  of  fpirit  and  firmnefs^to  fue  fer  peace  to  a  triumphant  foe^ 
ths^  had  neve^  before  dtfgraced  the  Britifh  chara£ker.  He 
.had  uo  doubfr  but  t];iat  their  Locdfhips  would  unite  in  adviHng 
and  fapporting  the  profecution  of  a  war  againft  the  common 
enemy  of  eitaUiihed  gpvenunentSy. civilized  fociety^  morality^ 
^ud  religion-— <an  enemy^  who  fiad  rudely  torn  down  their 
own  conftitutleuji  and  with  favage  eagernefs  deftroyed  eVes y 
thing  valuable  tliat  belonged  to  it,  and  were  now  anxious  to 
kvel  the  conftitution  of  every  otlier  country,  and>  by  a  fyftem 
of  unexampled  iuftabilityr  anarchy,  and  ruin>  involve  aU' 
Europe  in  the  fame  confufion,  the  fame  tyranny,,  and  defiance 
of  all  order  and  law,  which  ttey  themfelvcs  experienced. 

.  His  Lordftiip  joined  moft  cordially  with  the  Noble  £arl  iir 
that  part  of  his  ipeech,  in  which  he  nad  exprefled  his  joy  and 
fatisfa£tioh  at  his  Ma]e(ly*s  gracious  communication  of  aiv 
event  fo  likely  to  aflbrd  pleamre  to  the  auguft  Sovereign  of 
tfiefe  realms,  and  the  people  of  England  in  general,^ds  the  ap- 
proaching marriage  of  nis  Koyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Princefs  Caroline  of  Brunfwick^  Every  circum- 
flance,  that  could  tend  to  gratify  the  parental  feelings  of  his- 
Xlajefty,  and  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  his 
femily,  muft  be  fenfibly  Mt  and  acknowledged  by  evesy  Britifh 
ftibjeA^  and  a  oiKumttanee  in  which  the  nation  waB  fo  imme- 
diately intfcreifed  as  the  approaching  nuptials  of  the  Pirhi^  of 
Wales,  could  not  but  diffufe  th^  moft  fincere  and  heartfok  fa- 
fisfaAioii  to  all,  wslio  juftly  eftimated  the  bleffings  tfaej  had  ex- 
perienced under  the  mild  government  of  the  Houfe  of  Hsb» 
.aover.  He  did  not  theretore  doubt  but  that  their  Lord&ips 
would  cheer&illy  conctir  in  providit^g  fuch  an  eftablifhmantt  for 
•his  Royal  Highnefs,  as  (hould  be  fuitabk  to  the  •  rank  and 
dignity  of  the  heir,  apparent  to  the  Crown  of  tHefe  king- 
doms. 

With  regard  to  the  war,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  ttufted  theve^ 
would  bemit  one  opinion.  We  muft  cither  degrade  ourlelves 
by  the  moft  abjed  humiliation  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  or 
profecute  the  war  with  the  utmoft  energy  and  vigour.  The 
caufe  was  not,  as  had  b^cn  falfcly  imagined,  a  wi(h  to  interfere 
with  the  internal  government  of  France,  nor  a  defire  H>*make 
La  Vendee  the  feat  of  hoftility ;  but  it  was  the  caufc  of  tlie 
Britifli  conftitution^^  for  the  exiftehcc  of  which,  and  the  fe^ 

curit^ 
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curlty  of  our  liberties,  we  were  Sghting.  No  EngliflimAfij  hi 
-was  perfuaded,  could  fuffcr  himfelf  for  a  moment  to  liften  to 
a  compromife  of  fuch  a  cauft.  The  coitftitution  had  been 
handed  down  to  (tte  in  a  ftate  of  enviable  excellence  and  per- 
ie£tion  by  our  anceftors^  and  we  were  bonn*  by  every  tie  of 
-moral  obligation  to  deliver  it  to  pofterity  unimpaired  and  en- 
tire. In  fuch  ^  caufe,  however  anyioufly  he  might  wifli  for 
^  peace,  h&fliould  be  forry  to  fee  the  minifters  of  'Great  Britain 
in  treaty  with  the  democratic  defpots  of  France,  and  crouching 
for  peace,  when  it  could  not  poffibly  be  obtained  Without  difgrace 
•and  degradation  of  the  national  charaAen  [The  Noble  Lord 
fpoke  extremely  low  4  but  as  far  as  what  he  faid  reached  the 
Reporter's  car,  the  preceding  were  Tubftantially  the  arguments 
^th  which  his  Lord(hip  fupported  the  Addrefe.  J 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  rcie  Immediately  as  Lord  Pbnfonby 
ifat  down,  and  began  with  declaring  that  he  had  flattered  him*- 
^If  with  hopes  that  his  Majeiiys  minifters  had  collefled  wif.. 
doni  from  misfortune  anddifafter,  and  experience  from  obvicu« 
^rror  and  palpable  ^mpolicf.  flow  great  then  was  his 
aftoni&ment  at  having  heard  from  the  Throne  a  fpeech,  that 
:gave  neither  promife  nor  profpe£i  of  peace,  which  muft  be  fo 
•deilrable  tp  all  their  Lctrdihips  and  ^he  country  In  general,  anfl 
to  find  an  Addrefs  moved«  with  fcardely  one  paragraph  tii 
which,  he  or  the  Noble  Lords  who  liad  whih  Ihim  eonciirred 
in  reprobating  the  war,  into  'which  mlmfters  had  wantonly* 
and  unneceDarily  plunged  the  country,  could  pofTiUy  agree* 
Nor  did  he  thXtiV  there  were  prefent  any  fet  «f  men  wh«  had 
die  real  good  of  their  country  athetrt,  who'  co«1d  agree  to  it$ 
And  certain  he  was  that  the  great  .mafs  of  the  people  wtdiout 
'doora  muft  be  ▼ety  much  lurprifed  if  tfiev  did,  Tor  upon  all 
accounts,  but  on  none  more  than  the  folly  of  obftinately  perfe«> 
"vering  in  fo  hopeleis,  fo  rniferable,  and  fo  ruinoiis  a  eonteft» 
the  country  muft  fee  and  fed  the  impropriety  and  wantoonefs 
of  minifters  carrying  it  on,  merely  to  lorve  their  own  interefted 
purpofes,  without  any  pofliUe  »dvaBtag6  even  beiiig  held  out 
to  tne  country  to  induce  them  to  coantenan<^  fuch  a  c6mplt- 
cated  fyftem  of  ignorance^  myftery^  and  confdfion  any  longer. 
He  knew  of  no  poiCbie  motive  that  any  mati  of  honefty  or 
common  fenfe  could  have  for  agreeing  to  the  propofed  Ad* 
drefs,  except  it  was  to  proceed  upon  that  deftru£live  idea  of 
bliad  confidence  in  minifters^  and  in  the  fame  minifters  who 
had  brought  us  into  the  diftraded  and  rniferable  fituation  in 
which  we  were  nowTnvolved^  And  from  thofe  who  had  hither- 
to placed  in  thofe  minifters  that  blind  and  implicit  confidence 
to  which  he  alluded,  he  would  aflc  only  this — What  was  the 
"Claim  of  minifters  for  a  continuance  pf  it  ?— -nothing,  as  far 
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as  he  knew,  but  a  total  and  complete  failure  in  all  their  tranf- 
adtions,  foreign  ami  domcftic,  military  or  diplomatic;  this 
was  iheir  pretenfion  to  confidence  hithcrto»  and  he  traded 
their  conduct  had  fufficlently  evinced  to  what  extent  it  ought 
to  be  given  them  in  future.  '  In  the  whole  of  the  Addrefs,  ca^- 
cept  the  part  Which  he  nvould  come  to  foon,  there  was  not  a 
paragraph  or  a  fentence  that  did  not  loudly  call  for  oppoGtion 
from  that  Houfe,  except  it  was  their  wi(h  to  give  themfelvcs 
entirely  up  to  the  mifguidance  and  ignorance  of  tliofe  mi- 
nifters,  from  unworthy  confidence  in  their  rediltude,  whp  had 
brought  us  into  our  prefent  difaftrous  fltuation.  No  one  of 
their  Lordfliips,  the  Earl  faid,  would,  he  hoped,  fo  far  mifan- 
prehcnd  him,  as  to  imagine  for  a  moment  that  he  involved  toe 
part  of  the  Addrefs  that  alluded  to  the  marriage  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  in  this  general  reprobation  ;  He  was  among  the  firft 
to  give  his  moft  hearty  concurrence  in  the  congratulation  ofi- 
fered  in  the  Addrefs,  as  he  always  would  to  any  thing  that 
.could  in  the  fmalleft  degree  contribute  to  the  (atisfafiion and 
happinefs  of  the  illuftrious  family  upon  the  throne.  The 
communication  in  his  Majedy's  Speech  refpefllng  the  mari- 
riagc  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  confidered  to  be  a  fubjeft  that 
mud  produce  the  moft  heartfelt  joy,  and  excite  the  gra tula tion 
of  all  their  Lordftiips,  and  every  Britifh  fubjc£^,  who  was  fen- 
fible,  as  they  all  were,  of  the  many  and  fubftantial  bleflings 
which  this  country  has  enjoyed  under  the  mild  and  equal  go«- 
vemment  of  the  illuftrious  Houfc  of  Hanover — a  fucccmon 
introduced  to  the  extin^^ion  of  Popery,  the  exclufion  of  the 
heirs  of  James  the  Second,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  thofe  rights  which  tliey  muft  ever 
hold  to  be  their  deareft  and  bcft  intercfts,  and  wliich  they  can 
only  expeft  a  continuance  of  from  the  happy  continuance  of 
that  family  upon  the  throne,  and  their  perfeverance  in  the  fame 
prmciples  which  placed  them  in  that  exalted  fituation  i  any 
circumftanc^  then  that  led  to  extend  or  fecure  that  fucceiEon 
muft  be  highly  gratifying  to  Engliihmen.  On  the  prefent  ocr 
cafion  he  would  only  fay,  that  if  any  thing  could  be  wanting 
to  make  their  happinefs  more  complete,  it  would  be  amply  made 
up  by  the  amiable  virtues,  the  talents,  and  the  dlftinguiihed 
public  and  private  charaftcr  of  the  illuftrious  Prince,  wjiofc 
future  happinefs  was  fo  much  connciSied  yith  this  promifing 
alliance. 

Having  in  the  moft  handfome  terms  expreflpd  his  fatisfac- 
tioiton  the  approaching  marriage,  the  Earl  took  notice  pf  the 
arguments  of  the  two  Noble  Lords  who  had  moved  and  fe-. 
conded  the  Addrefs,  with  neither  of  whom  he  faid  he  could 
agree  j  for  he  thought,  before  any  body  could  aflent  to  the  lan- 
guage 
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guage  of  the  Speech  and  the  Addrcfs,  he  muft  be  fatisfied 
on  three  di(lin£l  points>  and  thefe  contained  propofitions  >vhlck 
nothing  that  had  yet  been  faid  had  the  leaft  tendency  to  prove; 
firft,  the  wifdom  of  originally  entering  into  the  war ;  the  ne« 
ccflity  of  per  fevering  in  andcarrying.it  on,  amidft  all  the  diffi- 
culties; we  laboured  under ;  and  laftty,  the  prudence  and  policy 
of  trading  the  condufl  of  it  to  thofe  who  nad,  by  the  uniform 
difafters  and  dangers  that  followed  their  counfels,  brought  us 
into  our  prefent  melancholy  fituation : — Thefe  points  had  been 
fo  frequently  difcufied  in  that  Houfe  before,  that  it  w^s  not  his 
intention  to  prefs  them  that  day,  more  particularly  as  there  would 
be  other  opportunities ;  but  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that 
his  opinions  remained  the  fame  upon  each  as  they  nad  been 
when  thofe  queftions  were  difcuflcd  laft  year.  He  denied,  and 
he  believed  all  Europe  agreed  with  him,  (he  wifdom  of  entering  * 
into  the  war,  the  ncceflity  of  perfcvering  in  it,  and  the  pru- 
dence with  which  it  had  been  conduced.  The  Noble  Earl 
who  moved'  the  Addrefs,  had  taken  pains  to  depreciate  the 
prefent  (late  of  France ;  he  would  put  it  to  the  Houfe  to  fay* 
Whether  ive  were  now  in  as  good  a  fituation  as  when  we  be- 
gan the  war  ?— Certainly  we  were  not  the  fame  people  that 
we  were  three  years  ago.  He  had  heard,  in  another  place* 
it  was  true,  the  bleflings  which  the  country  at  that  time  en«> 
joyed,  and  had  a  profpe£t  of  enjoying,  under  the  prolperous 
influence  of  peace  for  fifteen  years  to  come,  dated  in  a  ipeechp 
which,  for  eloquence  and  glowing  language,  had  fcldom  been 
equalled  by  any  (latefman  or  orator  at  any  time.  He  wiflied 
them  only  to  refle£l  o^  that  period,  and  tlie  profpecl  it  held 
out,  and  then  compare  it  with  the  prefent  (late  of  this  dif- 
adrous  country:— 'Then,  every  thing  appeared  favourable; 
now,  all  was  didrefs  and  difcomfiture  i  then,  the  blelHngs  of 
peace  were  confpicuous  in  all  parts  of  the  country^  now,  the 
melancholy  effecls  of  the  war  were  equally  notorious.  The 
con  trad  was  mod  driking.  The  predi£lion  of  peace,  and  the 
eulogy  on  its  bleflings,  was  followed  immediately  with  all  the 
horrors  of  war.  Our  manufa£lure$  at  that  time  flouridied,  our 
commerce  was  increafed,  our  expenditure  reduced,  and  peace 
and  profperity  went  hand  in  hand  together ;  but  where  had 
this  profpcfl:  vaniflicd  npw?  Would  any  man  fay  that  there 
was  the  lead  chance  of  its  being  realized  under  the  prefent 
management  of  his  Majedy's  mini(ters  ? 

The  Noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Addrefs,  feemed  to  hf 
much  drefs  upon  what  he  dated  to  be  the  fituation  of  Trzpcc. 
With  regard  to  rcfources,  he  thought  it  equally  became  that 
Houfe  and  the  Parliament,  to  confider  the  relative  fituation  ef 
tKi;>  country  now  to  wliat  it  Mras  before,  and  to  form  their  de« 
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clfion  more  from  fa^le  thaA  prqadices.  But  allowing,  for  the 
-moment,  the  netefficj  of  continuing  the  war,  he  would  afk. 
Were  the  people  of  tAe  country  x}f  the  fame  mind  that  thef 
•were  ac  the  outfet  of  it,  when  they  felt  themfelves  in  the 
-fiifrkeft  -expectation  of  fuccefs  and  profpctity,  and  even,  he  be- 
lievedy  to  a  degree  pofleOing  a  fort  of  mad  inclination  for  war, 
l>y  whatever  means  it  was  created  f  He  conteedcd,  that  no^ 
withftanding  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  country  at  that  timcj 
and  the  eafe  -^ith  which  it  might  have  been  continued,  the 
ambitious  and  iitterefted  views  of  mifitfters  had  overcoAie 
every  idea  of  moderation  and  patnotifm,  and  leil  the^,  merely 
to  preferve  their  places,  to  profefs  a  proud  contempt  of  peace  ; 
to  barter  the  deareft  intcref>s  of  the  country  for  their  own  felfifii 
motives.  The  people  were  not  the  fame;  indeed  the  only 
tKing  that  remained  the  fame,  was  the  conduA  of  miniders, 
-and  that  (liameful  fyftemof  ignorance,  imprudetrce,  and  db^ 
ftinacy, which  had  been  attached  from  the  fitft  to  the  principle 
and  coiidufb  of  the  prefcnt  oiinous  andmiferable  war. 

The  Noble  Earl  had  faid  ib^t  this  period  of  difappointmenta 
r»nd  reverfes  was  not  the  time  to  fue  for  peace ;  what  a  pity 
it  was  that  he  did  not  0\t  his  advice  to  his  friends  in  ouicc^ 
^hcn  our.  fituation  had  worn  a  very  different  afpe6H— An4 
-what  confoktion,  he  would  aft,  did  the  language  of  the 
Speech  and  Addrefs  liold  out  to  the  country,  as  well  as  the 
Speeches  of  the  two  Noble  Lords  ?  Shortly  this :— That  after  all 
^p^  have  Joft  in  men  and  money— all  we  have  fuffered  from  the 
^ravages  attendant  upon  warfare,  the  pro(pe£^  of  peace,  whift 
the  iyftem  of  minifters  was  per&vered  in^  was  (Ull  at  a  diftance 
as  great  as  ever^ 

His  Lordlhip  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  treaties,  or 
gratuihus  engagements  as  they  might  be  called,  which  this 
iroufitrv  had  entered  into  with  other  powers,  and  which  he 
infiftcd,  from  their  nature  and  efieA,  had  proved  not  to  be 
made  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  allies  to  affift  us,  a;  t* 
pay  others  to  allow  us  to  become  their  friends  in  the  conteft 
againft  France.  From  the  pernicious  tendency  and  eflfcfts  of 
thofe  treaties,  he  truftcd  that\Parliament  never  would  confidef 
them  as  a  binding  obligation  to  prevent  the  attainment  of  jpeace, 
if  it  could  be  had..  They  had  been  framed  to  lerve  the  inter- 
efted  and  ambitious  purpofes  of  minifters,  and  were,  no  doubt, 
advantageous  to  them,  however  detrimental  to  the  State;  for 
t»y  thofe  we  were  bound  not  to  make  peace  without  the  confent 
.  t)t  ^)  palsies  (  and  this  tended  to  prolong  the  exiftence  of  a 
wa#,  upon  which  it  was  clear  that  the  exiftence  of  the  mi- 
nifters thcmfelves,  in  their  prefent  fituaiions,  entirely  dc 
pended.    It  might  be  for  tlic  intereft  t)f  Auftpia,  that  fuch 

treaties 
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treaties  were  entered  into ;  but  had  we  no  other  intereft  to^ 
look  to  ?  How  was  Holland  to  be  faved  but  by  negotiating  ai 
peace?  And  would  it  not  become  us  to  join  and  confult  upon 
the  beft  pofTible  terms  of  concluding  that  peace  for  her  which 
was  fo  intima(le(v  conne£ted  with  our  own  fafety  ?  The  Noble 
Earl  feemed  to  tnink  that  in  this  cafe  there  was  a^danf^er  that, 
we  might  be  obliged  to  make  too  great  facrifices  before  wc 
could  accompliih  that  ofajed.  In  his  mind,  no  facrihces  that 
we  had  to  make  would  be  too  great,  particularly  when  itwas 

""notorious  that,  but  for  our  interference,  Holland  might  baTA 
remained  neutral,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  of  happinefs  and  pro- 
fperity  a&  Denmark,  Sweden,  Sicily,  and  the  other  coun*  , 
cries  who  had  z£ttd  with  more  wifdom  than  we  had  manifefted. 
On  the  fubje£l  of  Coxfica,  he  felt  nothing  to  congramlate  th^ 
•ountry  upon  \  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  the  annexing  of 

^  tfiat  ifland  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  mod  fatal  evenc 
of  the'war.  It  would,  he  verily  helievedybe  an  endlefs  fourcc 
i>f  expence,  jealoufy,  difquiet,  and  danger. 
,  He  agreed  that  there. might  be  fome  ob^efVions  ftated  to  an 
immediate  peace  i  but  while  the  war  was*  to  be  carried  on,thef 
.ought  to  carry  it  <»  like  ftatef-ien^  to  prevent  tlie  overgrow- 
ing power  and  ambition  of  a  g?€at  and  dangerous  rival}  ^nd 
not,  like  fooli(h  child ren,  or  ideots,  qnarrellitig  about  trifles,. 
with  which  we  had  no  right  or  intereft  to  inter f- re  at  alt. 
91vch  of  what  be  could  fay  upon  the  condu£V  of  the  war  he 
would  wave  at  this  time  ;  but  he  muft  infiil;  oti  the  impra&i** 
cability  of  carrying  it  on,  if  conquering  France,  or  di£tating 
»  governnnent  to  her,  was  the  objed  i  and  he  was;  fare  that  o» 
reafonable  man,  out  of  the  Cabinet,  would  differ  from  h\ta 
Jm  that  opinion*  Before  fuch  an  abfurd  and  vifiooary  fpecu^ 
latiofl  could  be  rejdized,  oue  of  two  things  mud  happen,  both 
^f .  which  were  equally  improbable -»tbat  we  could  march  tri« 
«mphan'tly  to  Paris,  or  that  the  people  of  France  (hould  be  (m 
difjfufted  with  the  revolutionary  government,  that  they  would 
deftroy  the  Convention,  With  reeard  to  the  ftate  of  France^ 
we  had  nothing  to  govern  us  but  the  vague  aflertlons  of  mi- 
nifters,  who  had  proved  throughout  the  who^  of  die  war  that 
tjic.y  were  completely  miiinformcd,  and  mifcrably  ignorant  of 
all  that  happened  in  that  country. 

The  Earl  dwelt  wilih  great  empliafts  on  the  various  errors 
and  blunders  which  the  miniilcrs  liad  fallen  iiHo  during  the 
war,  at  diiFerent  periods,  either  from  ignorance  or  mifmTorm- 
aiion. — He  replied  to  what  the  Noble  Earl  (Lof  d  Ctimden)  had 
hid  refpeftltjg  the  repeal  of  the  two  decrees,  the  law  oC^the 
.maximMHf^'^nd  the  law  for  the  enforcement  of  the  currency  of 
aillgnacs,  and  alfo  on  the  exhaufted  refourccd  of  France*  a|d 

oblcrved 
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cbferved  that  it  was  but  a  poor  confolation  to  Engliflimen,  ttf 
tell  them  that,  though  their  refqurces  were  nearly  exhauftedf 
the  enemy  was  in  a  worfe  fituation  |  znd^wcn  this  was  only  a 
bare  aflertion  ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  to  fu^port  the  fad,  but 
the  exploded  authority  of  niinifters,  who  l6(t  no  opportunity 
ef  expofing  tlieir  o^n  igncn-nnce  and  imbecility,  in  all  mat-« 
ters  of  ftate.  When  it  was  faid  tiiat  the  vi£kories  \i^hicb  France 
had  obtained  coft  her  k  much,  might  he  not  aflc  how  much 
lefs  had  our  difafters  -cod  'this  country  ?  He  eonteilded,^  that 
skll  the  difficuhies  of  making  peace  ^erc  greatly  increafed  hf 
the  continuance  ill  office  of  thofe  mintftcrs  who  had  involved 
«s  in  fiich  embarraflhientSf 

.  He  traced  the  different  drtfnts^  which  mailced  the  bad  fuc- 
ccfs  of  our  military  operations,  from  the  dividing  the  army^ 
»ftet  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  to  the  end  of  this  ^am' 
paigti.  He  dwelt  particularly  on  the  evacuation  of  Toulon^ 
tlie  failure  after  the  affair  of  Landrecies,  the  unfortunate  re-^ 
fult  of  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies^  particulatly  at  Gua-^ 
daloupe,  notwithftanding  the  a£live  and  able  cond«i£i  of  the 
commanders*  He  ftated  the  ufel^fs  detention  of  the  troops 
at  Southampton)  and  after  delivering  the  handfomeft  panegyric 
on  the  donduft  and  military  charadier  of  the  Duke  of  York| 
who,  he  faidy  had  fairly  done  juftice  to  t&e  fuperiority  of  thtf 
French,  aitributed  all  the  failures  to  the  ignorance,  the  ob-i> 
ftinacy,  and  the  weaknefs  of  minifter54  With  tegard  to  out 
operations  at  fea,  except  the  brilliant  vi£lory  gained  on  tlie 
ift  of  jfune  by  Earl  Howe,  which  included  the  meritorious 
bravery  of  Britifli  officers  and  feamen^  there  was  nothing  but 
difafter  and  lofs,  from  want  of  vigorous  exertions  at  the  Ad« 
miralry  Board,  and  adequate  prote£lion  to  our  commerce* 
At  this  moment,  if  report  Ipoke  the  truth,  there  was  a  French 
fquadron  in  the  chops  of  tne  Channel,  which  prevented  th<s 
failing  of  500  fail  of  moft  valuable  merchantmen,  who  were 
by  mere  accident  Cived  from  becoming  their  prey.  In  nego* 
tiation  they  had  failed  equally :  The  diplomatic  fubtlety  ob^ 
-ferved  by  minifters  refpefting  the  Pruflian  treaty,  could  onlv 
be  equalled  by  Pruffian  perfidy ;  "and  his  Lordfhip  in  the  moft 
animated  and  pathetic  manner  reprobated  the  application  of 
Britifli  money  to  the  worft  and  moft  accurfed  of  all  purpofes,  to 
enablePruffia  to  affift  in  the  deftruAion  of  the  liberties  of  Poland* 
Having  fully  difcufled  the  conduft  of  minifters  with  regard  to 
forcign  affairs,  the;  Earl  faid  he  could  not  fit  down  without  ad« 
verting  to  their  condudb  at  home,  where,  by  exaggerated 
alarms,  they  had  made  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament 
the  iijftruments  of  circulating  plaufible  fables  of  dangerous 
iffurrcaions,  imaginary  plots,  and  vifionary  treafons^  by 
^  which 
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^hich  the  countTjwatpkced  in  a  fituation  under  which  no  in- 
dividual wasfafe  inhisperCbn  or  property,  though  it  had  turned 
out  by  the  verdifl  of  Btitifli  jtiries,  that  there  was  neither  proof 
nor  probability  that  any  fuch  had  exifted.  The  Earl  concluded  a 
mail  mafterhyVpcedi'by  pathetically  imploring  the  Houfe  to  give 
due  confideratioD'to  die  importance  of  (h^  decMion  that  night, 
and  aflured  them  that  "by  takt ng  the  iirft  opportunity  to  reftore 
peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  world,  they  would  he  amply 
repaid  by  the  prayers  of  the  orphans,  the  wives,  the  widows, 
and  mothers  of  our  brave  feamen  and  foldiers,  and  by  con- 
templating the  many  and  important  blcflings  which  its  effeds 
would  produce  on  all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of  focletv.  His 
Lordfliip  then  moved,  that  after  the  third  claufe  in  the  Addrefs* 
the  following  amendment  be  adopted ;  declaring  it  was  the 
i^mc  as  had  been  fubmitted  to  their  Lordfhips  laA  year— 

**  To  date  to  his  Majefty  the  detenninaBUon  of  this  Houfe^  to  fup- 
port  his  Majedy  in  the  meafures  neceffary  to  maiDtain  the  honour 
and  independence  of  the  Crown,  and  to  provide  for  the  defence  and 
^fety  of  the  tiation;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  advife  his  Majefty  to 
take  the  earlied  mean^  of  conclnding  a  peace  with  the  French  na- 
tioHy  on  foch  terniis  as  it  may  be  reafonable  and  prudent  to  infill  on — 
That  whenever  fuch  terms  can  be  obtained,  we  trufl  that  no  obdadc 
to  the  acceptance  of  them  will  arife  from  any  confideration  refpedi- 
ing  the  forms  and  nature  of  the  government  which  may  prevail  in 
France/* 

Lord  Douglas  (Earl  of  Morton)  faid,  he  tfuftcd  no  Peer  who 
felt  like  an  EngUfliman  would  take  the  advice  given  by  ihc 
Noble  Earl.  Was  the  moment  of  niisfoitunc  and  ill  fuccefs 
the  moment  for  us  to  crouch  to  an  infolent  foe,  throw  our- 
felvcs  at  the  feet  of  France,  and  fuc  for  peace  ?  Sooner  than 
)iis  countrymen  would  fubmit  to  fuch  degradation  and  difgrace, 
he  had  the  fulled  confidence  that  every  Britifli  fubjcdt  would 
concur  in  fpending  laft  his  (hilling,  and  (bedding  the  lad  drop 
of  his  blood.  Was  the  condudi  recommended  to  be  liftened 
to  for  a  moment  by  men,  whofe  minds  were  enlightened,  and 
whofe  breads  glowed  with  ardour  in  the  caufe  of  wieir  countfy 
and  its  conftitution  ?  Was  it  by  fuch  an  humiliating  indance  of 
pufillanimity  that  our  ancedors  raifed  the  Briti(h  charadler  to 
fuch  a  pinnacle  of  exalted  glory,  and  was  it  by  fo  difgraceful  a 
condu&  that  we  meant  to  civc  the  death-blow  to  Engli(h  ho- 
«our  and  Englifh  chara£ler  r  He  traded  with  confidence,,  that 
the  people  in  general  would  fpum  at  the  grovelling  idea,  and 
would  join  heart  and  hand  in  profecuting  the  war  till  they  hacP 
a  profpcft  of  obtaining  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  permanent 

yoL.  I.  i)  ^eacc. 
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peace.  Their  Lordfliips,  he  was  perfuadcd,  did  not  need  his 
warning  voice  to  remind  them  of  the  total  deftitution  of  prin^ 
ciple  and  morality  in  the  enemy,  they  had  to  cope  with  :  That 
even  if  their  government  was  more  liable,  there  could  be  little 
reliance  on  iheir  fidelity  :  That  the  Noble  Earl  who  moved 
the  AdJrefs,  had  very  fatij>fa£lorily  proved  that  the  refources  of 
France  were  In  a  nufcrable  ftatcof  txhauftment;  while  ihofe  of 
this  country  remained  profperous,  unimpaired  in  any  material  de- 
gree, and  adequate  to  great  ener^iy  and  exertion.  He  reminded 
their  LorJihips  that  all  our  eflorts  had  not  been  fuccefslefs; 
thiit  our  refources  were  flill  great  and  refpe(£l:able  \  that  the 
caufe  of  (he  war )  ct  continued  to  be  what  it  ever  had  been,  both 
juR,  neceflary,  and  in  fomc  degree  indifpen fable  ;  that  the 
country  were  ftill  willing  to  profccute  the  enterprife  in  which 
they  had  originally  engaged  with  fo  much  promptitude  and 
alacrity;  and  that,  above  all,  we  had  fuch  important  obje£ls  in 
view,  as,  in  the  mind  of  every  honed  and  thinking  perfon  in 
the  community,  were  competent  to  fanftion  all  their  efForts 
in  bringing  this  important  confli£l  to  a  dcfirable  conclufion. 

Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  declared  he  had  yet  heard  no* 
thing  again  ft  the  Addrefs,  or  the  further  profecution  of  the 
war,  but  aflertions  pcrfeflly  unfounded.  He  had  fupported 
the  war  from  its  conmicncement,  becaufe  he  thought  it  juft 
and  necefTary.  The  very  fame  reafons  which  influenced  him 
to  vote  for  a  fimilar  mcaiure  lafl  year,  recurred  to  his  mind  with 
redoubled  foree  on  this.  Religion,  the  laws,  and  the  efficiency 
and  exiftence  of  well-regulated  government,  and  all  the  folid 
and  fundamental  principles  and  confiderations  connefted  with 
them,  Mere  no  more  to  be  aband-^^ned  now,  than  they  were 
then.  The  fupport  of  tl. efc,  he  truflcd,  ^as  full  as  much  and 
earneftly  at  heart  by  tl»e  great  body  of  people  in  this  country 
as  e\cr,  and  no  one  hiid  yet  ventured  to  prcpofe  with  whom 
there  was  the  leaft  pi  rtibllity  of  treating  on  grounds  either  ho- 
nouri^blc  or  fceurc.  He  therefore  begged  to  fee  the  practica- 
bility of  what  the  Amendment  dated  fairly  made  out,  moX  till 
it  was,  he  fliould  be  for  continuing  the  war,  as  the  onlyllkely 
means  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  reafonable  terms.  His  Lord- 
ihip  faid,  he  v*as  perfuaded  the  fi'ievrs  of  war  in  France 
mud  be  by  this  time  nearly  exhaulled;  it  wns  inconceivable 
tliat  thofe  e(vjld  long  cxill,  or  that  any  rcfouices  could  be 
equal  to  fueh  an  expenditure  as  muft  be  the  confcquence  of 
the  extraordinary  fituation  of  thjt  unhappy  country.  He  was 
-  awnre  of  the  ulual  miferies  attendant  on  war,  and  jegretted 
them  Cncercly,  as  all  their  Lordlhips  undoubtedly  did }  but 
thefc  were  unavoidable  evils,  and  it  became  thofe  neceilarily 
and  juftly  ftruggling  under  them,  to  bear  their  fliarc  of  them 

witl^ 


Die.  30.]      WOODF ALL'S  PARLIAMENTAkY  REPORTS.  19 

with  due  fortitude  and  refolution. — On  this  principle,  he  would 
not  think  fo  meanly  of  his  countrymen,  as  to  fuppofe  they  would 
not  cheerfully  accord  with  any  additional  burden  fo  honourable 
a  conflict  as  they  were  again  called  to  fup port,  would  unavoidably 
bccaGon.  The  fpirit  of  the  country  would  be  roufcd,  and  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  one  of  the  firft  great  corporate  bodies,  had 
already  fet  the  example.  He  congratulated  their  Lordfliipsoa 
the  nuptials  that  were  foon  to  take  place  between  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  illuflrious  Princeft  Ca- 
h)line  of  Brunfwick,  and  was  farisfied  that  their  Lordfliips  enter- 
tained the  fame  fentiments  which  he  felt  on  this  accelTion  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  family  on  ilrc  throne,  under  whofe  mild  and  pa- 
ternal government  thefe  nations  enjoyed  fo  many  ineflimable 
bleflings.  He  was,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  extremely  anxious  for  una* 
irimity  in  carrying  on  meafures,  in  his  apprchenfion,  fo  very  ef- 
feiitial  to  the  welfare  and  credit  of  the  nation,  and  which  the 
peculiar  circumftances  in  which  we  were  involved,  rendered  al- 
together unavoidable.  He  would  on  thcfc  grounds  vote  for  the 
Addnefs,  and  hoped  it  would  meet  with  the  general  approbatioa 
of  the  public  both  within  and  without  doors. 

Thd  Ear!  of  Derby  began  with  obfcrving  that  he  had  been 
uniform  in  his  condu£b  refpefting  the  war;  he  had  invariably 
reprobated  it  as  unjuft,  unneceflary,  and  impolitic  in  the  ex- 
treme.    That  had  been  his  opinion,  and  thai  continued  to  be 
his  opinion  ftill,  but  if  it  was  poflible,  it  was  more  confirmed  than 
ever  by  the  difaftrous  events  of  the  laft  campaign.     Were  he 
difpofed  to  confider  the  queftion  before  their  Lordfhips  as  per- 
fe^ly  new,  and  as  perfe6lly  unattainable  in  all  its  points,  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  brought  forward  was,  he  thought, 
diredly  calculated  to   imprcfs  that  view  of  it  on  his  mind. 
What  was  the  oftenHble  caufe  of  the  war  at  its  origin,  and  laft 
year  ?  The  fafcty  of  the  Dutch,  and  to  prevent  the  navigation 
of  the  Scheldt.     Of  neither  did  the  Speech  of  this  year  take 
the  leaft  notice,  for  both  were  out  of  the  queftion.     Every 
thing  originally  in  view  feemed  now  to  be  perfectly  relinquiflied; 
but  the  Hngle  profecution  of  a  war,  which  his  Lordfliip  never 
had  acq uie feed  in,  and  which  was  the  more  to  be  deplored  the 
longer  it  continued.     He  imputed  the  whole  of  our  difaftera 
to  the  mifcondud  of  minifters.     Bad  as  it  was,  the  mode  in 
which  it  had  been  carried  on,  was,  in  his  opinion,  ftill  worfe. 
He  declared,  he  purpofely  waved  a  great  many  topics,  and  at- 
tached himfelf  to  the  imprafticability  of  proceeding  in  this 
firtal  and  abfurd  enterprife,  without  the  fmalleft  profpeft  of  fuc- 
ccfs.     He  ridiculed  the  idea  that  the  French  would  be  com* 
fuelled  to  treat,  from  the  ftate  of  their  finances,  and  defircd  to 
Know  of  their  Lordfliips  upon  what  fafts  they  entertained  thia 
opinion.     He  denied  that  the  public  were  in  poflcf&on  of  a 
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fingle  (focumcnt  that  would  warrant  fuch  a  concluGon.  He. 
requefted  that  the  (late  of  the  oppofne  armies  mig^t  be  in-'. 
fpe6ted  and  compared.  He  had,- he  (aid,  con  ver  fed  with  many, 
officers  diiUngutihed  for  their  honour  and  refpeAability  ia 
their  profcffiony  and  all  of  them  agreed  in  ailerttng  the  fu- 
perior  difcipline  of  the  enemy^  and  the  ikiiful  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  found  prepared  and  equipped  for  a£lion«  He 
referred  to  iiiftanccs  in  which  it  was  knpoifible  for  oar  troops, 
to  be  led  on  to  a^lion^  all  owing  to  the  want  of  thofe  atten« 
tions  which  were  fo  invariably  kept  up  or  prcfenrcd  among  the 
French.  And  he  aiked  whether  it  was  from  their  repeated  in*, 
(lances  of  uncommon  energy  and  exertion,  their  complete 
dothing^and  plenty  of  provifions,  that miniflers concluded,  that, 
their  refources  were  not  full  as  abvodantas  Cfcti  Befides,  hi» 
Lord(hip  defired  to- know  on  what  informacibn  this- alienation, 
had  been  thrown  out.  if  itr  was  only  on  that  mtelltgence 
which  miuiders  po(re(redj  it  could  m>t»  as  be  cenceiYed,  be  in* 
any  degree  true,  or  deferve  the  lead  credit*  For  in  every  part  of 
their  condufl  through  the  whole  of  this  mod  unaccountaolc  bufi- 
nefs,  their  ignorance  was  palpable  and  uniform.  They  ha-, 
bitually  groped  in  the  dark,  and  never  proceeded  like  rational 
agents,  aware  of  what  they  were  about,  or  in  what  their  mea« 
iiires  were  mod  likely  to  end.  He  would  a(rert,  that  no  ho- 
ned and  enlightened  mind,  not  intereded  diredlly  or  indiredly^ 
would  wi(h  that  the  ifiue  of  the  prefent  quedion  depended  on 
the  impotence  of  the  enemy,  either  in  men  or  money.  The 
fa£l,  in  his  Lordflup's  opinion,  was,  that  we  could  not  go  on  a 
more  forlorn  hope,  or  look  to  a  more  defperate  termination  of 
the  preient  troubles.  He  reminded  their  Lorddups  that  oyr 
own  refources  could  not  always  laft,  and  that  the  way  in  which 
fo  much  blood  and  treafure  had  been  expended,  would  hardly 
bear  refle£lion.  After  all  the  money  and  lives  waded  in  this 
war,  what  had  been  gained,  what  acquiikions  had  we  m^e, 
what  viflories  had  wc  won  ? 

His  Lordlhip  took  occalion  to  advert  to  the  capture  of  Cor- 
(ka.  He  deplored  the  expence  and  inconvenience  it  would 
bring  upon  the  country,  and  dented  that  it  would  anfwer  any 
of  the  purpofes  held  out.  Though  its  local  fituation  might 
render  it  capable  of  fome  of  the  advantages  mentioned,  he 
begged  their  liord(hips  to  bear  in  mind  the  peculiar  circum* 
dances  under  which  we  acquired  it.  Who  would  fay  what 
the  force  detained  for  that  purpofe  might  not  have  done  in 
another  quSirter,  or,  how  profitably  they  might  have  been  oc- 
cupied in  the  Wed  Indies  ?  He  believed  few  of  their  Lord- 
(liips  would,  at  this  moment,  vouch  for  the  fafety  of  ouriflandt 
in  thofc  parts,  as  it  was  pretty  generally  underftood  an  arma- 
ment of  the  enemy  was  probably  there  before  this  time,  of  » 
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force  mach  fuperior  to  ours.     Indeed  he  knew  not  what  ttv 
c£ink  of  the  prefent  nicafures,  as  the  reports  of  the  moment^ 

Sve  hun  and  their  Lordfiilps  to  underfland^  that  the  chops  of 
e  Chaooel  were  now  usually  blocked  up  by  a  fleet  of  the 
enemy.  'Ilieir  depredations  had  almoft  annihilated  our  trader* 
or,  howeveri  occalionally  fufpended  our  commerce  in  a  degree 
altogether  unexampled  in  any  former  war.  Thefe,  in  his 
Lordfliip-'s  conception,  were  not  very  aufpiciotis  circuxn (lancet 
for  a  new  campaign.  How  were  all  thefe  difadvantages  to  be 
compcnfated  ?  Certainly  by  none  of  our  acq  ui  lit  ions.  He  was 
pcrfiladed,  that  Corfica  would  not  indemnify  the  additional  ex-> 
pence  it  would  inevitably  create  to  the  country.  Not  did  bm 
apprehend chts  could  be  auy  obje£k  to  the  minifters  in  planning; 
oqr  accepting  of  its  feizure*.  There  were  many  individuals  t9 
provide  fori.aQd  the  falaries  of  the  officers  in  the  new 
kingdom^.he  lufpeCled  mud  be  provided  by  the  old;  fo  that^ 
in  fa£l»  tbcgreateltufe  to  which  this  boafted  territory  could  be 
applied,  was  to  afford  miuiilers  an  apology  for  increafing  their 
long  lift  of  dependants,  and  extending  tliat  patronage  whick 
was>  already  fo  enormous  and  fo  xiotorioufly  abulcd. 

He  defired  to  know  how  the  country  could  be  fuppofed  com- 
petent to  the  tmmenfe  and  habitual  expence  of  railing  men,  at 
he  underflood  was  the  cafe  in  diiFcrent  counties,  at  twenty-iivs 
guineas  a  man.  Formerly  many  landfmen  were  admitte4 
aboard  his  Mujefty's  ftiips,  which  greatly  facilitated  the  man- 
fling  of  the  navy,  Captains  of  men  of  war  thinking  tlicn> 
felves  well  off,  if  they  had  two  thirds  of  their  complement 
feamen  and  one  third  landmen.  By  the  wonderful  exertiont 
in  recruiting  now  every-wherc  made  for  the  land-fervice,  he 
doubted  it  would  foon  be  found  that  feamen  and  landmen 
would  be  equally  fcarce.  This  obfervation,  however,  he  ha- 
zarded only  by  the  bye,  lenving  profcffional  men  to  make  what 
ufe  of  it  they  pleafed.  All  thefe  conGderations  difpofcd  liini 
to  accede  to  the  Amendment,  and  by  no  means  give  any  fur- 
ther implicit  confidence  to  men  whofe  mealures  he  could 
not  but  condemn.  He  apologized  for  taking  up  fo  much  o£ 
their  I^ordfiiips*  time,  but  ecu  id  not  help,  before  he  fat  down, 
fuggelling  his  doubts  to  their  Lordfhips,  th^t  there  mud  be  a 
cihange  of  miniftry  before  any  hopes  of  a  ferious  negotiation 
could  take  place.  Much  had  been  faid  about  whom  we  were  to 
treat  with.  With  whom  could  their  Lordftiips  imagine  our  ene- 
Diies  would  treat?  Here, he  prcfumed,  was  the  moll  infupcrahlt 
obje£lion  to  a  peace.  Fmnce  undoubtedly  would  not  treat  with 
the  prefent  miniilers.  But  he  truded  that  objcdion  would 
adfo  be  overcome,  and  that  the  coun^^ry  would  foon  be  de/irons 
#f  placinij  their  confidence  in  iuch  individuals  as  were  qua-. 

lifie^ 


a  WOODFALLS  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.        [UaSi. 

lified  by  their  principles  and  capacities  to  fubdantiate  the 
%ri(hes  of  their  fcllowr-fubjedls. — He  denied  the  influence 
of  party  motives,  declaring  vhat  he  fiid,  before  God 
and  their  Lord  (hips,  to  be  the  real  fentiments  of  his  heart; 
He  had  not  another  wifh  than  for  the  welfare  of  his  country. 
This  might  fometimcs  infpire  him  with  warmth,  yet  he  hoped 
never  to  addrefs  their  Lordftiips  but  in  the  language  of  a  gen- 
tleman, and  with  the  refpeft  which  he  knew  to  be  their  due.  He 
very  cordially  acceded  to  nil  that  had  been  faid  by  the  Noble 
Lords  who  had  fpoken  before  him  concerning  the  ncgotiattoii^ 
of  a  domcftic  nature,  fo  confonant,  he  well  knew,  to  all  their 
Lordihips'  feelings,  as  well  as  his  own.  He  declared  he 
fhould  always  feel  happy  in  whatever  augmented  the  happi-^ 
nefs  of  the  Royal  Perfonages  alluded  to,  and  he  (hould  never 
fail  in  being  forward  to  realize  that  fentiment  whenever  oc- 
tafion  offered.  He  concluded  by  giving  his  full  aflent  tdf 
the  an>endment,  and  fignified  his  moft  ardent  defire  that  the 
war  might  not  be  purfued  any  longer,  and  that  minifters 
would  paufe,  and  attempt  to  regain  the  confidence  they  had 
fo  juflly  forfeited,  by  retracing  their  former  principles,  and 
treading  back  the  paths  they  had  fo  blindly  purfued. 

Earl  Spenctr  faid,  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  have 
mingled  in  the  debate  of  the  day ;  but  fomething  that  had 
fallen  from  the  Noble  Earl  made  it  neceflary  that  he' (hould 
fay  a  word  or  two.  He  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of  fpeak- 
ing  in  public,  and  whenever  he  rofe  to  addrefs  their  Lord- 
ihips, it  was  under  a  confiderable  degree  of  difficulty  and 
diffidence.  This  however  he  would  affiire  the  Houf«,  that 
whenever  he  did  fpeak,  he  would  fpeak  the  fincere  fentiments 
of  his  mind.  Like  the  Noble  Earl  who  fpokc  lately  (Lord 
Derby),  he  hid  preferved  an  uniform  and  invariable  condufl 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war.  He  fdt,  from  the  firft, 
that  the  war  was  juft  and  neceflary,  he  faid  fo  at  the  time, 
while  he  delivered  the  fentiments  only  of  a  private  individual ) 
and  Hnce  he  had  been  called  upon  to  take  a  part  in  the  councils 
of  (late,  and  to  bear  his  (hare  of  the  burden  of  public  bu(i- 
nefs,  he  continued  to  confider  the  war  in  the  fame  point  of 
tiew.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  admitted  much  of  the  premifes 
of  the  Noble  Earl,  but  he  muft  beg  leave  to  draw  very  diflPcrent 
eonclufions.  He  admitted  that  the  enemy  had  made  mofl:  ex- 
traordinary efforts,  and  had  carried  on  the  war  hitherto  with 
a  degree  o{  unexampled  vigour  and  exertion.  Their  refources 
had  hitherto  enabled  them  to  do  wonders  ;  but  he  thought,  as 
it  was  utterly  impolFible  that  tlicy  (hould  be  enabled  to  go  on 
in  the  fame  manner,  it  was  more  than  ever  neceflary  for  us 
to  perfcvcr«  .in  the  war,  and  profecute  it  with  unremitting 

affiduity. 


P^c.  ao]        WOODFALLS  PARUAMBN7ARY  REPORTS.  %^ 

alHduiry.  Even  were  an  oppofite  Hoe  of  conduA  advifabk^ 
}ie  did  not  believe  it  was  practicable,  but  that  the  moil  lil^lj 
fncaiis  to  render  it  fo,  would  be  a  vigorous  purfuance  of  hoi* 
tilities.  Some  ailufions  had  been  made  by  a  Noble  £arl  whp  ' 
fpokc  early,  to  the  department  over  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  be  placed.  Having  fo  very  recently  come  into  that  fitua-f. 
tioTi  he  felt  that  what  he  faid  ofljcially,  mud  be  delivered 
linder  delicate  and  rather  awkward  circumftances;  but  in  that, 
as  in  every  other  (ituation,  he  would  always  be  ready  to  give  fuch 
explanations  refpeding  our  marine,  as  were  confiflent  with  the 
real  ilate  of  the  facV,  and  as  could  with  prudence  and  fafety 
l>e  communicated.  He  had  the  pleafure  therefore  to  be  able 
to  fay,  that  next  year  he  had  every  reafon  to  hope  that  we 
fhouid  have  the  moft  formidable  marine  this  country  had  ever 
fent  to  fca.  He  admitted,  as  the  Noble  Earl  who  fpoke  lately 
had  obfcrvcd,  that  the  very  active  efforts  made  for  recruit* 
ing  the  army,  did  fomewhat  cramp  and  embarrafs  the  man* 
nirg  of  the  navy,  and  that  extraordinary  exertions  were 
ncccflary  to  effcdt  that  important  objc£l.  But  if  the  country 
would  confent  to  make  thofe  exertions,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
doubt  but  that  the  object  could  be  attained,  as  the  country, 
he  was  perfuaded,  had  the  means,  and  fufficient  refources  to 
anfwer  every  exigency  of  the  war.  He  declared  he  was  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  rumours  of  the  fupcriority  of  the  French  in 
the  Weft  Indies  were  unfounded,  as  he  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  we  had  at  this  time  a  force  in  that  quarter  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  With  regard  to  the  French  fleet  ap- 
pearing fo  formidably  in  the  Channel,  he  could  not  fpeak  with 
certainty  on  that  point ;  Government  had  received  fome  in- 
formation refpcdiing  it,  and  had  thought  it  neccflary  to 
take  meafures  to  prevent  the  danger,  of  which,  perhaps,  a 
premature  alarm  had  been  taken.  As  the  Noble  Earl  who 
(poke  early  in  the  debate  (Earl  of  Guildford),  had  flatcd  theac- 
quifition  of  Corfica  to  be  a  difafter,  rather  than  an  advantage  to 
this  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  had  alluded  to  the  navy 
of  England ;  it  was  aftoniihing  to  his  mind,  that,  having  the 
latter  topic  in  his  contemplation,  he  could  poflibly  overlook 
the  obvious  benefits  that  muft  refult  toGreat  Britain,  confidered 
as  a  maritime  power,  from  the  capture  of  Corfica,  and  the 
great  importance  of  its  being  in  our  pofleffion.  The  Noble 
Earl  had  defcribed  it  as  almoft  inacccflible,  with  refpe£l  to  its 
harbours.  Was  it  nothing  then  to  have  pofTeflion  of  a  port 
Jn  the  Mediterranean  capable  of  receiving  a  large  fleet,  which 
was  by  natural  circumftances  and  fituation  perfeftly  fafc  and 
fecurc  ?  His  Lofdftiip  (lightly  adverted  to  one  or  two  other 
points,  aild  then  con<;luded  with  an  apology  to  the  Houfe  for 

having 
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Aaring  troubled  them  at  all.  He  had  endeavoured  to  fay  but 
fktje  y  (liH,  perhaps,  he  had  faid  too  much,  confidering  his 
official  fituation.  He  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of  addrciling 
tKcir  Ijordfliips,  and  poflibly  he  might  have  let  fome  word  C3jr 
|>hra(e  fall  from  him  that  was  improper,. of  wliidi  he  (hould,  no 
•loubt,  hear  notice  taken  iy  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  Ail  he  could 
lay  iri  his  own  defence  wiis,  that  \n  times  like  thefe  he  thought 
it  became  every  mjTi  to  fpeak  bis  fcntiments  fairly  and  openly. 
The  Noble  Earl  had  fet  him  the  eximple,  andiie  bad  endea- 
;voured  to  follow  it,  by  impartially  delivering  bis  opinion  :  If 
in  giving  Tt  he  had  accidentally  bee\i  guilty  of  any  inad* 
Terfency  or  impropriety,  he  traftjid  to  tlitrir  LordOiip^  ii^ 
dulgence. 

TJHr  Martpnf  ^ovfufjtnd  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  wor^f 
leiative  to  tlie  marrning  of  the  navy.  He  fpoke  highly  of  thi| 
marines  as  a  moft  ufehil  corps,  and  fatd,  as  they  might  eafily 
be  converted  into  able  feamen  from  their  nautical  Iubits»  he 
ihongbty  whenever  occafipn  prcffed,  that  it  would  be  politic 
fo  to  ufe  them,  and  to  ende;ivour  by  bovinties  and  other  en- 
couragements to  recruit  the  marines,  by  whidt  means  the 
neiititary  and  the  marine  fervice,  connectedly  ponfidered,  might 
be  tfientially  benefited  and  increafed  at  the  fame  time.  Witli 
lefpcft  to  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  his  Lordfhip 
fifcitt,  he  was  perfuaded  he  might  rely  on  th*;  fpirit  ?nd  zcai 
of  the  kingdom.  At  leaft  he  could  fpeak  with  confidence  of 
the  province  over  which  he  had  the  honour  to  prefide  as  l,«ord 
lieutenant.  In  Norfolk,  he  was  con(ident,  the  gpntlemeri 
»nd  yeomanry  would  readily  turn  out  in  the  hpur  of  dangeri 
TX^  defend  their  country,  without  bounty' or  premium  of  any 
kind  whatfoever.  With  regard  to  the  war,  it  was  npt  poflible^ 
in  his  opinion,  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  prcfent,  without  incur- 
ling  national  difgrace  and  national  diOionour.  Peace  mufl 
be  liefxrable  tp  every  man,  and  when  it  could  be  made  with 
fafety,  he  ihould  be  as  eager  as  any  one  of  their  Lordfliips  tp 
prcfs  for  its  fpecdy  conclufion  •,  but  undtrr  the  exifting  circum.- 
ifcince.s,  it  wa^  not,  in  his  humble  opniion,  ^either  ^'ife  or 
digniticd  to  urge  mmifters  to  attempt  a  negotiation,  whic^ 
could  neither  \y\\  carried  on  with  advantage,  nor  concluded 
with  fucli  conJIticjns  as  it  became  Great  Britain  to  accede  tt>. 
He  fliould  iherci'ore  vote  for  tl.c  Adclrefs. 

Lord  Bjr'in-^ihn  faid,  thrit  h;ivi:\^  intruded  on  their  Lord- 
fhips  jufl  before  the  clofe  or  the  la(l  SciTion,  he  was  forry  to 
come  for^v^ud  ng!ii  on  their  lir<l  meetiiv^  ;  but  the  encourage* 
Bient  of  their  LorJfhif  >?,  when  h.:  h.ul  I  idJacklrcHcd  them,  em^ 
boldeneil  him  to  t.ike  the  liberty  a  fecon  I  time.  -The  jprefenf, 
kis  Lordihip  uitl,  was  a  iktioU  v.lii^j^  called  for  the  utmoft 
-}:  excrtioa 
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exertion  of  the  deliberative  wifdom  of  Parliament,  and  that 
from  the  peculiar  circumftances  iti  which  the  country  was 
lituated,  he  trufted  that  moderation  and  unanimity  would 
mark  the  condudi  of  their  Lordflups  collefkivcly,   and  that 
individually  they  would  come  forward  with  their  fentiments 
without  prejudice  or  difguife;  he  faid  this  was  due  front 
them  to  tiie  countty,  from  the  very  great  confidence,  defer- 
ence, and  wifdom,  with  which  all  defcriptions  of  perfon'g 
had  awaited,  and  did  ftill  await,  the  deliberations  and  decifions 
of  Parliament.    His  Lordfhip  praifed  in  the  highell  terms  the 
determination  to  fupport  the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  the  reli- 
gion  of  the  country,  which  had  manifefted  itfelf  amongft 
every  clafs  of  inhabitants ;  he  faid  the  annals  of  our  hiftory 
did  not  prefent  to  us  a  period  in  which  the  fpirit  and  dignity 
of  the  Englifh  chara£ter  was  more  manifeft  than  at  prefent, 
or  which  afforded  more  room  for  juft  congratulation  amongil 
EnglHhmert.    He  faid,  he,  for  one,  ihould  in  no  ways  be  m  • 
clined  to  rejoice  in  it  if  he  confidefed  it  as  likely  to  caufe  the 
renewal  of  any  of  thofc  proceedings  which  had  not  hithcrt© 
been  attended  with  fuccels.    He  faid,  he  did  not  conceive  it 
calculated  to  juftify  the  renewal  of  the  attempt  of  marching 
to  Paris,  or  as  irtftigating  us  to  pay  further  fubfidies  to  the 
lings  of  Pruffia,  or  Sardinia,  or  other  princes,  to  make  qccsh 
(ional  incurfions  Into  the  French  provinces,  which  were  cpn- 
tlguous  to  the  then  fituatlon  of  their  refpeaive  forces.    Such 
meafures  were  probably  juft  and  neceflary  at  the  time,  but  he 
did  not  think  the  war  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  to  demand  the  re- 
petition of  them.    He  chiefly  rejoiced  in  the  prefent  temper 
of  the  nation,  inafmuch  as  it  proved  to  France,  t^  Europet 
and  to  pofterity,  that  England  was  determined  never  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  plan  of  immoderate  or  dangerous  aggrandizement 
on  the  part  of  France ;  -and  as  he  conceived  it  calculated  in- 
fallibly to  demonftrate  to  Europe  and  to  the  world,  that  if  we 
were  infultcd,  we  would  punifh  the  infult}-  or  if  attacked, 
that  we  would  repel  the  attackers.     He  faid,  this  general  and 
proper  fpirit  on  the  part  of  the  people,  at  the  fame  time  that 
It  called  upon  Parliament  to  carry  on  the  war  with  unabated 
vigour,  and  even  additional  energy,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,   in 
no  ways  bound  them  to  a  contumacious  determination  to  re- 
jeft  every  offer  of  peace,  or  to  defpife  thofe  means  which 
were  the  moft  likely  to  procure  it  with  fafety.     It  was  from  si 
thorough  convi£lion  that  the  fpirit  and  aflbrances  contained  in 
the  Addrefs,  were  moft  calculated,  not  to  obtain  a  fhort  mo- 
ment  of  difgraceful  inaAivity,  which  the  French  might  vainly 
think  they  impofed  upon  us,  but  to  obtain  a  fubftantial  and 
honourable  peace,  that  he  cidled  upon  their  Lordlbips  to  fup- 
Voi.I.  E  port 
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port  thefe  aflurances  to  his   Majefty.     He  fald  it  was  fuch  a 
peace  as  he  had  lad  defcribed  that  it  fliould  be  the  great  ob- 
je£l  to  obtain*;   he  faid  it  was  certainly  his  great  obje£b>  and 
to  which  every  thingh^  did,  and  every  yqtc  he  gave»  would  to 
the  beft  of  his  judgnient  be  folely  dire£led.     His  Loniihip 
.£ud,  .that^   haviiig.  e:|(prefred  his   extreme  defire  for  peace, 
he  could  AOt  but.   ^eel    liighly.-  happy  in    the'   de(tru£kioa 
.    of  the.  barbarpMus   and    i^miman  fyiiem  of    terror    which 
had  Jo  long  tyranniied    over  France,     and  which,    at    the 
fame  tim^  tha^it^mi^ft  ever  tarniOi.the  name  of  that  people^ 
muil  be  a  general  cmgrace  and  reproach  to  the  manners  of  the 
1 8th  century,    .j^l/^.faid  the  de(trui£^ion  of  this  fyftem,   and 
^hpfc'.pi-inciples  Qf  reafon  which  appeared  to  be  returning  in 
.that  country,  did  lead  him  to  entertain  very  lively^hopes  thtf 
ere  long,  the  l^rench  Government  would  acquire  fufRcient 
ftrength   to  J^pld  outa  reafonal>Ie  fccurity  for  any  negotia- 
tion  that  might  be  concluded  with  it.     In  a  tinne  of  fuch  con- 
ieiSed  diiliculty  and  doubt,  and  wnerc  the  wifed,  men  were 
j)uzzled  and  confounded)  his  Lordlhip  faid  (hat  it  mud  na* 
Rurally  be  withtgreat  humility  that  he  came  forv^-ard  to  their 
Lordihips  with  any  pqfitive  opinion  on  the  fubje£l.     He  ex- 
prefled  his  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  wifdom  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  minidersy  and  doubted  not  they  would  earnedly  en- 
deavour to  meet  the  public  wiflies,  and  make  to  ccafc  any  fur- 
ther effufion  of  human  blood,  the  very  fird  moment  in  which 
their  information  (hould  lead  them  to  imagine  that  it  could  be 
done  with  honour  or  fafety.     He  concluded  by  p'refTmg  the 
•Houfe  to  come  to  an  unanimous  vote  upon  the  Addrefs;  and 
faid  that  he  thought  4inanimity  and  moderation  mod  power- 
fully calculated  to  raife  the  honour  and  reputation  of  this  coun- 
^py,  and  to  lower  any  fuppofcd  expedlations  of  aggraiMizement 
on  the  part  of  France. 

T/:e  ALirqnis  of]  Lanfdoivn  faid,  that,  dreadful  as  the  fitua- 
tion  of  ihe  country  was,  it  was  fome  confolation  to  him,  to 
feci  that  he  had  not  contributed  to  place  it  there,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  tliat  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his'powcr  to  prevent 
it,  and  warn  niiniders  of  the  extreme  danger  of  the  war  :  It 
was  therefore  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  to  him  to  rccoUcft  that,  at 
the  very  commencement  of  it,  in  the  early  part  of  17931  he 
had  entered  a  Protcil  on  their  Lordihips'  Journals,  in  which 
he  had  picdicted  all  the  difufters  that  had  happened  \  and,  by 
the  motion  h6  had  made  lad  year,  he  had  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vail on  their  Lordfliips  to  interpofe  their  authority,  and  check 
.  the  rafii  and  nr.id  career  which  mi nifters  were  running.  His 
endcavtjurs  h.nd  been  fruitlefs,  the  tide  of  popularity  was  againlt 
him,  and,    wiidt  he  lliould  ever  feel  with  fmccre  pain  and 

heart- 
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heartfelt  regret,  he  feared  the  arguments  he  ufed,  and  the 
fads  t^at  he  ftated,  had  excited  the  difpleafure  and  didruft  of' 
their  Lordfliips  thcmfelyes.  But  he  knew  at  the  moracntj  that 
ample  juflice  would  one  day  or  other  be  done  to  him,  and  to 
thofe  Noble  Lords  who  hdd  voted  l^'ith  him  ;  and  he  was  fure 
that  the  time  was  not  far  diflant.  Indeed  it  was  aflonifliing 
to  his  mind,  that  it  ever  fliould  have  been  imagined,  that  any 
thing  but  a  fcnfe  of  public-  duty  and  public  danger  could 
'  have  colleded  and  united  a  fet  of  Noble  Lords,  not  in  the 
habits  of  intimacy,  not  having  the  fame  >iews,  nor  at  all 
likely  to  have  come  forward  and  join  in  oppofing  the  mcafttre$:v 
•f  miniftersj  under  any  other  circumft^nces,  than  the  very  ex- 
traordin^ary  ones  that  had  marked  the  cbnduft  of  Government 
for  the  lait  two  or  three  years*  Noble  -Lords,  with  fome  df 
the  greateft  property  in  the  kingdom,  and  all  of  them  with* 
large  fortunesl — how  idle  to  fuppofe  that  men  with  fo  much 
at  ftake,  would  come  forward  and  rifk  the  ruin  of  themfelves. 
and  their  families,  b^  oppofing  a  war,  which  had  been  dclu- 
fively  held  out  by  miniilers  as  the  only  means  to  fecure  and 
preferve  the  liberties  and  property  of  the  country  ! 

He  wiftied  to  know  where  it  was  that -they  were  now  to  look 
for  lafety,  but  in  treating  for  peace  ?  -  Let  their  Lordfhips 
examine  fa£ls,  and  fee  if  they  could  difcover  in  any  thing  that 
he  held  out,  the  fmallcft  profpcft  of  hope  but  that.  They  had 
been  too  long  the  dupes  of  declamation,  of  fine  words,-  of  flat- 
tery, and  of  pompous  and  polifhed  periods,  of  fplendid  founds 
which  meant  nothing.  It  was  not  enough  to  be  told  that  this 
was  the  firfl:  country  in  the  world,  that  our  means  are  without 
end,  and  our  refources  inexhauftible.  They  muft  fubmit  to  a 
rigorous  examination  of  the  objeds  in  view,  and  the  means 
that  they  had  to  accomplifli  them.  The  Marquis  declared,  he 
had  himfelf  endeavoured  to  fcarch  the  fubjcd  to  the  bottom, 
and  to  look  at  it  in  every  poflible  afpeft  j  but  the  refult  of  his 
inveftigation  was  neither  foothing  nor  fatisfa£lory.  If  we  turned 
our  eyes  to  the  military  tranfaftions  of  the  war,  did  they  rtfleft 
any  thing  that  could  afford  comfort,  or  difpel  for  a  fingle 
moment  the  melancholy  gloom  that  furroundcd  ?  It  had  been 
faid,  that  we  had  raifed  the  fineft  army  that  ever  was  feen  in. 
any  war.  If  it  were  true,  what  a  libel  upon  minifteri;  I 
What  became  of  thefc  armies  ?  They  were  to  be  feen  no- 
where ;— they  were  mod  of  them  gone  to  God,  and  were  ro 
longer  to  be  found  among  men.  They  havi  been  fquandcrcd, 
fent  here  and  there  without  plan,  without  co-operation  or 
principle,  and  were  at  this  moment  almoft  extinguilhcd- 
liook  at  every  comer  of  the  earth  where  our  arms  were  to  be 
found,  and  fee  the  fituation  in  which  we  were  left.  In  the  Weft 

£  a  Indies^ 
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Indies,  the  fitaation  wastoo  melancholy  torefleflofi  it.  Gua* 
daloupe  was  known  to  be  loft }  the  two  great  officers,  by 
whofe  unparalleled  efforts  we  had  been  fo  (uccefsfuli  were  in 
themfelves  hofts ;  but  unrupported  and  abandoned  as  they  had 
been,  it  was  impoflibk  for  tbem  to  do  every  thing.     It  is  faid, 
if  foldrers  were  wanting,  there  were  plenty  of  feamen ;  but 
feamcn  cannot  be  feamen  and  foldiers  too.    The  mortality 
natural   to  the  climate  ought  to  ^hare  been  fbrefeeo  i  and 
though  it  undoubtedly  had  been  greater  than  in  common 
feafons,    yet  there  was  no  apology  for   the   utter   negle^ 
in  which  thbfe  iflands  and  tnofe  brave  men  had  been  left. 
But  we  were  told  by  the  Noble  Earl,  that  probably  we  were 
by  this  time  fuperiorat  fea.     He  was  glad  to  hear  this  ftated  to 
thf  ir  Lordftiips.      Surely  this  was  not  of  itfelf  fufficient  % 
for  (hips  were  not  of  themfelves  fufEcient  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  iflands.     But  it  was  not  here  only  that  there  had 
been  uegle£l ;  even  Corfica,  the  favourite  child  of  miniftera, 
had  been  equally  abandoned,  and  at  this  moment  was  in  a  moft  ^ 
perilous  fituation.     Though  1 00,000  hfien  had  been  raifed  and 
lent  about  here  and  there,  we  had  been  cfFediive  no-where.  And 
how  were  our  armies  recruited  ? — By  old  men  and  boys  I    we 
had  no  other  recruits.     Our  officers  were  children  ;  our  gie« 
nadiers  invalids.  We  had  an  enormous  army  without  force,  and 
which  melted  away  and  became  crippled,  owing  to  the  mifer* 
•ble  principle  upon  which  it  was  raifed.    On  every  fide  wc 
fa  w  boys  in  uniform,  who  had  juft  quitted  their  Ovid's  Metamor- 
phofes,  and  wereaftonifhed  tolee  themfelves  metamorphofed  into 
captains.and  colonels.  Comparifons,  it  was  faid,  were  odious  $ 
but  common  fenfe  requirol  that   they  fliould  compare  the 
figure  that  we  had  made*  in  the  laft  campaign  with  that  which 
the  French  Republic  had  madCr    His  Lordlhip  faid^  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  fummary  of  the  laft  campaign  of  the  French,  aa 
ftated  by  themfelves :    He  would  read  it,  becaufe  it  was  very 
Aiort,  and  could  not  fail  of  producing  its  etkOt  on  tlie  mind  of 
their  Lordftiips.    It  was  as  follows : 

AhfiraEi  of  the  Operations  f>f  the  French  Arn&ts^  in  the  Campaign 

0/  1794- 

IVenty-three  fieges  fucccfifuUy  ^onduded. 

Six  pitched  battles  decifively  won. 

Two  thoufand  ei^bt  hundred  and  three  pieces  of  caanon  taken. 

Sixty  thoufand  of  the  beft  troops  of  Europe  compeltedto  furrendcr 
Prilbners  of  war,  either  by  capitulation  orin  the  field. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  towns  and  cities  captured,  among 
tjicm  many  of  the  flrongeft  fortrefics  in  Europe. 

The 
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.  The  mithentipitv  of  this  ftatemcnt  was  undoubted  and  «u<* 
dbnkUe  i  it  could  be  vindicated  liy  the  moft  fcrupulous  exa- 
mination of  faiQs,  and  the  names  of  the  places  taken  might 
be  afccnatned  by  aVeference  to  the  maps,  which  exhibit  th« 
difierent  theatres  of  the  war. 

And  this  was  independent  of  their  Lite  vi£tones  in  Spain  I 
-T-in  Spain,  which  at  this  moment  lay  almofl  completely  at 
their  mercf*    It  was  well  known  that  there  were   but  four 
founderies  of  cannon  in  Spain,  two  of  which  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  a  third  near  Pampeluna  had  proba- 
bly alfo  fallen ;  and  at  this  moment  there  was  but  one  fortified 
town  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the   Spanifli  Monarch — Bar- 
celona.   The  whole  of  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  kingdom  was 
defencelefs  and  expofed.    If  the  French  had  been  (o  ftrong 
and  terrible  when  they  had  to  combat*  with  all  the  world, 
would  they  be  lefs  fo  when  they  (hall  hare  made  a  treaty  with 
Holland,  by  which  they  would,  under  the  afpe£i  of  neutrality^ 
ftceive  all  manner  of  fupplies  through  her  a£kive  commercial 
fpkit  ?     Would  they  be  lefs  formidable,  when  Spain  fliould 
be  obliged  to  yield  to  them  upon  any  conditions  they  fliould 
be  pleated  to  di£bte  ?     He  was  afraid  to  look  at  the  conditions 
they  might  impofe,  it  was  better  fuited  for  meditation  than 
for  difcuflion  in  that  Houfe  1    Would  the  French  be  morct 
fermidable,  when  they  ihould  have  over-run  Italy,  a  country 
enfeebled  by  the  dcbaiing  confequences  of  a  falfe  government, 
and  rendered  toully  incapable  of  defending  itfelf  ?     Were 
they  rendered  lefs  likely  to  make  head  aeainft  us  by  tlie  won- 
ders they  had  performed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rliine,  wondert 
which  were  enough  to  make  one  man  two  ?    Surely  when 
)7oble  Lords  ferioufly  entered  into  the  confideration  of  the 
comparative  fituation  of  the  two  countries,  it  was  monftrout 
to  hear  it  aflerted  that  we  might  ftill  hope  to  fubdue  the  French 
by  military  force.  The  news  brought  that  day  was  an  additional 
argument  againft  any  fuch  idea  ^  he  hoped  to  God  it  was  not 
true  I   The  Troft  was  fet  in  fo  as  in  all  likelihood  to  make  the 
Waal  paiTable ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  bridge  at  Arnheim 
had  been  carried  awav  by  the  floating  ice  :    If  the  fa£^  were 
fo,  it  was  deeply  to  be  deplored  ;   our  unhappy  cavalry,  and 
the   army  there,    would  be  expofed  to  the  utmoft  hazard. 
Under  (uch  circumftances,  it  was  not  very  likely  that  the 
negotiation  with  Holland  would  go  off;  and  this  calamity, 
which  his  Majefty  (b  feelingly  deplored  in  his  fpeech,  was  to 
be  added  to  all  the  other  di/afters  and  defeats  of  the  campaign. 
Let  their  LorcUhips  look  a  little  farther,  and  in  the  Diet  of 
the  Empire  they  might  fee  that  a  great  majority  was  for  nego- 
tiating with  France  ;  Elector  after  Eledoradv'ocatcs  for  peace, 

Auftrla 
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Auftria  herfclf  only  endeavouring  to  gain  time  !     So  that  the; 
EIe£lor  of  Hanover  was  left  in  a  feeble  majority,  diftinguiflied 
for  nothing  but  his  violence  in  the  fyftem  of  war.   Was  it  pro- 
bable, after  the  fenfe  of  Germany  had  been  fo  expr^flcd,  that 
they  (hould  be  likely  to  exert  themfelves ;  that  theyihould 
Tifc  in  a  mafs  to  refill:  the  torrent';  or  that  they  ihould  cor- 
dially co-operate  againft  the  enemy  ?     Had  we  been  more  fuc-  * 
cefsful  in  negotiating  with  our  Allies  ?     Had  we  fucceeded  in 
Uniting  Pruffiaand  Auftria  ?     Thofe  two  Powers,  it  was  well 
known,  could  not  truft  each  other:     Pruflia,  he  verily  be- 
lieved, never  had  been  in  truth  the  enemy  of  France,  and  he 
CQuId  not  be  fo.     Thofe  two  Powers,  from  fituation  and  cir-' 
cumflance,  mutually  and  neceflarily  rivals,  looked  only  to  their 
private  interefts  5  and  who  could  blame  them  ?     They  each 
regarded  their  country  with  becoming  feelings;  they  were 
not  their  own  enemies,  and,  not  having  a  Parliament  to  ftand 
between  them  and  the  people,*"  their  minifters  were  more  care- 
ful of  the  advice  which  they  gave  to  their  mafters,  as   the 
confequences  muft  falJ  on  their  own  heads.    With  thefc  fenti- 
ments,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that,  however  they  had  been 
brought  to  commence  the  unnatural  league  that  Europe  had 
witnefled  in  the  courfeofthe  prefent  war,  they  had  never  been 
ferious  and  cordial  friends  in  the  conteft  ;  and  indeed  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  Pruflia,  who  could  only  look  for 
ftipport  from  France  againft  the  power  of  his  rivat,  had  never' 
ferioufly  been  the  enemy  of  France,  the  difmcmberment  of 
which  would  have  been  fo  fatal  to  himfelf.     Another  and  a 
moft  important  point  of  view  in  which  this  political  queftion 
was  to  be  confidered,was  with  regard  to  the  refources.  It  was 
certainly  pleafant  to  hear  of  24  millions  being  raifed  in  a  morn- 
ing ;  but  24  millions  added  year  after  year,  would  of  itfelf  gene- 
rate difficulty,  notwithftanding  the  extravagant  argument,  that 
the  larger  the  national  debt,  the  greater  the  national  wealth  and 
powers  of  finarice.  He  did  not  mean  to  cry  down  public  credit ; 
credit  wafe  in  its  nature  to  do  wonders  while  it  laflcd.    They  all 
knew  that   a   merchant  of    thirty  thoufand  pounds  capital, 
could  have  more  credit  than  a  nobleman  of  an   hereditary 
fortune  to  the  fame  annual  amount.     Hc'might  circulate  his 
paper  for  five  or  fix  hundred  thoufand   pounds,  and  go  on 
in  that  way  for  fome  time  ;  but  it  was  not  unufual  for  the 
bubble  to  burft,  and  a  great  merchant  incur  a  ftatutc  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    He  would  not  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  wild 
theories  about  the*  nature  of  credit,  by  which  they  ftrove  to 
delude  themfelves  :    They  had  originated  in  France  under  its 
old  fyftem,  and  yet  France  had  not  beep  faved.  The  truth  was, 
we  might  go  on  in  the  fame  blind  path  without  perceiving  our 
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danger,  until  we  fell  into  the  abyfs  to  which  it  led.  And  what 
were  the  objeftions  to  treating  whh  the  French  for  peace  ?  The 
firft  M{a8  too  contemptible  for  a  ferious  anfwer,— With  whom 
could  we  treat  iu  France  ?  It  was  a  queftion  unworthy  even 
of  a  German  Diet.  We\:crtainly  could  find  perfons  to  treat 
with,  if.wehad  adiipofition  to  feek  them.  A  Noble  Earl  (Lord 
Mansfield)  had  aiked  lail  feflions,  who  would  undertake  the  ne«- 
gotiation  ?  and  had  thrown  fome  ridicule  on  the  fuppofei 
language  to  be  held  in  fuch  a  treaty.  He.  neither  fplt  the  force 
of  the  ridicule,  nor  faw  thedi^aulty  imagined  by  the  Noble 
Earl.  When  perfons  are  in  want  to  maKe  up  a  quarrel,  the 
difficulty  was  done  away  as  foon  as  it  was  underdood  that  there 
was  a  corcfial  and  a  fincere  defire  for  conciliation  on  both  fides. 
Then  any  body  might  treat  with  eafe  and  effetV,  or  the  parties 
iettle  it  thenifelves.  France,  with- all  its  changes  of  parties, 
and  in  the  midfl  of  its  mod  violent  comniotions,  the  Marquis 
/aid,'  had  not  falfified  its  engagements  fince  the  Revolution 
with  any  one  foreign  (late.  The  next  reafon  tlmt  had  been 
jturged  againft  treating  was,  the  neceflity  and  importance  of 
prefen'ing  what  had  been  termed  our  invaluable  conquefts. 
As'tto  thofe  invaluable  conquers,  one  part  df  them,  thofe  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  was  afraid,  was  likely  not  to  iUmd  in 
our  way.  The  laft  accounts  wc  had  received  from  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  rather  tended  to  create  apprehenfiou  ot  our 
being  likely  to  lofe  them,  than  confidence  of  t^teir  prcfcrvation  to 
thiscountry.  If  the  negligence  of  the  French  in  fending  out  fuc- 
XOUTS  to  thofe  iflands  had  not  been  equal  toour  own,  in  all  proba- 
.bility  the  whole  of  thofe  iflands  would  be  loft.  His  chief  depend- 
ence on  thcfafety  of  Martinique  and  the  others  refted  on  the 
accidental  circumftance  of  Sir  Charles  Grey^s  contiiuiance  there 
to  frote£t  them.  As  to  Corfica,  our  other  great  and  invalua^ 
bU  conqueft,  the  favourite  of  minifters,  and  according  tD 
their  defcription  a  jewel  that  added  luftre  to  the  Britiih 
Crown !  he  would  ftate  to  their  Lordihips  the  account  which 
M.  Neckar,  a  man  of  unimpeached  integrity,  and  great 
knowledge  and  talents,  had  given  of  that  rkh  ifland  \  he 
would  alfo  read  the  account  which  another  pcrfon  pf  great 
eminence  as  a  literary  chara£ler  had  given  of  it,  though,  alas ! 
he  was  a  Democrat ;  it  was  juft  poffible,  however,  for  a  De- 
mocrat to  be  a  man  of  fenfe  and  integrity.  The  perfon  that 
he  alluded  to  was  the  celebrated  M.  Volney. 

^^  M.  Neckar's  account  of  Corfica  is,  that  it  contains  4^0 
fquare  leagues — 124,000  fouls — 550,000  livres  was  the  whole 
of  the  revenue,  and  250,000  ducats  were  paid  by  the  King, 
exclufive  of  troops  and  military  expcnccs,  iu  addition  to  its 
own  revenue. 

3  M.  VoU 
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M.  Volney*s  account  was  fttll  more  curbul*  **  It  was 
quite  in  a  faTagc«  ftate.  The  power  in  the  hands  oT  ppoTy 
greedy,  ignorant  heads  of  families.  A  fyftem  of  mylterf^ 
concerted  between  them  and  die  French,-  employed  tfa^e  to 
conceal  and  mifreprefent  every  thing,  left  the  rreneh  fbouM 
be  difgufted,  and  abandon  the  poBcmnt.  -The  Frendi  expen- 
diture, independent  of  extraordtnsnies,  was  above  ten  timet 
the  revenues,  wiiich  do  not  am6um  to  300,000  livres,  which 
were  three  years  in  arrear,  and  diminiflied  a  third  by  the 
Ctfunctl  in  1790.  The  Cuftom-houfe  does  not  do  more  than 
pay  the  officers.  There  were  two  Attorney  Generals,*  two 
Director  Generals,  not  one  bookfeller,  not  a  printinp-ptefsf 
except  one  belonging  to  Government.  The  commumcatiods 
with  the  contitienc  were  fo  fubjeA  to  interruption,  as^  ftt^ 
vent  any  for  two  months  together.  Voters  attend  the  eko^ 
tions  with  fwords,  piflols,  ftilettos,  &c." 

The  next  thing,  he  was  afraid,  their  Lordlhips  would  not 
comprehend : 

^  Votes  are  fdd,  and  the '  price  afcertained  like  merchaih* 
dffe  !» 

He  was  fare  their  Lordfhips  would  never  be  able  to  bdieve 
this,  becaufe  they  could  have  no  conception  of  fuch  a  pnc*" 
ticc.     But  he  would  purfue  M.  Volncy's  account : 

**  Their  AiTembly  of  400  perfons  was  led  by  eight  or  tea 
chiefs,  who  fo/m  between  themfelves  ariftocratic  leagues, 
who  give  and  take  reciprocally  penfions  and  pbces,  quarrel 
and  make  it  up—- 0vm>  un  mobilite  i^  inamfianct  incmMe  ^ 
But  the  liberty  of  the  many  and  French  money  pays  tne  tx^ 
pence  of  the  whole.  There  was  no  induftrv,  not  fo  mudi  at 
a  match  to  light  a  fire,  which  is  not  brougnt  from  Genoa  or 
Leghorn.  The  country  uninhabitable  for  want  of  fafetyv 
The  farmers  go  to  the  plough  armed.  The  culture  facrificed 
to  beafts.  A  decided  preferencje  for  France;  but  fo  incatcula- 
ble  is  the  Corfican  nation,  arrange  every  thing  to-day,  yoa 
Will  in  a  fhort  moment  find  all  that  you  have  done  amountti 
to  nothing  m6re  than  paying  a  military  force,  which  will 
never  be  complete,  will  coft  immenfely  without  ever  going 
out  of  the  ifland,  and  will  ceafe  to  be  labourers,  without  ever 
becoming  foldicrs." 

^uch  was  the  hwahahte  ifland  of  Corfica — that  pride'of  mt- 
niders,  that  great  acquifttion  on  which  they  laid  fo  much 
ftrefs,  as  to  hold  it  as  a  balance  againft  the  difafters  of  the 
campaign.  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  idle  enterprife^ 
we  mis^t  have  had  die  fined  fleet  that  this  country  ever  faw| 
we  might  have  proteAed  our  commerce,  guarded  our  coafts^ 
given  confidence  to  iiuluftry,  and,  inftead  of  the  abomi«abte 
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attempt  to  ftarte  the  French  by.  uiterccpting  their  corn,  we 
xmght  ha^e  done  what  was  confifteot  with  legitimate  wari 
(fuk^rotuned  to  ftarve  them  in  another  way,  intercepted  th^ir 
naval  ftoreS)  crippled  their  means  of  carrying,  on  the  vai, 
and  thus  we  might  have  faved  the  effufion  of  fo  muc}i  human 
bIood»  But  thcQ)  undoubtedly,  wis  (hould  not  have  been  able 
to  h;^ve  added  half  a  dozen  finecures  to  the  influence  qf  the 
Crpwo*  ^o  be  parccHed  out  among  the  men  wbo  were  ^arn« 
letd  for  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitution. 

There  was»  his  Lordfliip  faid,  a  part  of  his  Majefty*s  S^eeh 
which  afforded  him  great  plea(ure — it  was  that  in  whicn  his 
SSajefty  informed  his  Parliament  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
-ef  amity,  commerce^  and  navigation,  with  the  United  Statf s 
•oS  Anicrica.  He  was  heartily  ^d  that  minifters  had  afted  fo 
vjfely  in  that  refpe^  as  to  remove  all  grounds  of  future  jealoufy 
^nd  mifunderllanding^  He  had  no  doubt  but  they  had  (confirm* 
'<d  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  of  the  United  Statesj^as  fet- 
tled by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  he  gave  them  credit  for  having 
|>fit  their  commeroe  to  the  Weft  Indies  on  a  lef&  narrow  aiid 
more  liberal  footing*  Every  conceflion  of  that  kind  tended  to  pro* 
tiuce  grounds  of  mutual  conciliation  and  conBdepce  ;  and  t^e 
importance  ofpreferving  tbefriendfliip  knd  e deem  of  America 
was  too  oVious  to  be  overlooked  by  any  perfons  who  wiflied 
for  a  fingle  moment  to  be  confidered  as  (latefmen.     Would 

'  they  adopt  the  fame  policy  refpeQia^  France,  they  would  then 
be  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country  in  the  higheft 

•degree.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe,  his  Lordfhip  fald,  who 
were  of  opinion  that  France  would  not  treat  with  his  Majefty's 
prefeot  minifters.  Let  mlnifters  (hew  an  inclination  lor 
geace,  and  he  had  no  doubt  France  would  manif  eft  the  fame : 
The  talk  might,  poflibly,  be  mann^ed  with  greater  eafe  by 

'  other  men,  and  other  men  might  be  able  to  obtain  better 
terms }  but  ftill  m}rufters  were  competent*  in  his  opinioai 
to  clofe  the  breach  they  had  fo  unfortunately  opened,  and 
continued  to  widen  from  the  commciicement  of  the  war; 
they  owed  it  to  their  fellow-fubjefbs  to  heal  the  wound  they 
had  RKide,  and'reftore  thecountry  tp  peace*  It  wa&  gene* 
rally  imagined,  and  often  beUeved^  that  no  man  oppofed  the 
meafures  of  minifters,  but  he  who  was  anxious  to  fill 
one  of  their  places ;  he  folemnly  nrotefted  he  had  no  fudi 
wi(h.  He  was  not  a  man  to  force  bis  fervices  upon  a  Prince 
againft  his  inclination }  he  held  fuch  conduA  to  be  indecent 
in  the  higheft  degree,  and  altogether  ioconfiftent  with  the 
chara£ler  of  a  gcAtleman,  and  therefore  he  was  perfo^ally 

^ut  of  the  queftion,  with  refpe£l  to  the  advice  that  he  had 

giveii*    So  far  from  thinking  it  for  the  advantage  of  any  ftate 
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that  it$  minifters  (hoiild  be  frequently  changed^    it  was  a 

.  iavouritc  opinion  with  hiin,  that  a  country  wa$  likely  to  be 
heft  ferved,  and  its  Government  molt  wifely  and  beneficially 
adminiftered,  if  the  miniilers  were  miniders  for  life^  knowing 
at  the  fame  time  that  any  difafter  their  country  experienced 
from  their  unwife  councils,  their  want  of  integrity,  or  their 

'  negle£tj  would  be  fure  to  bring  down  upon  th^ir  heads  an  ex* 
cmplary  piinifhment.  Amidft  the  reforms  wanted^  that  ap-  ' 
peared  to  him  to  be  likely  to  prove  moft  eflenttally ierrtceabley 
as  he  fawno  benefit  refult  to  the  country  from  the  present  fre- 
quent chanee  of  minifters.  Let  their  profelTions,  on  coming 
into  office,  be  what  they  mieht,  the  fame  inconsiderate  mea* 

,  fures  were  generally  purfued,  the  fame  weaknefs  and  want  of 
vifdom  were  manifeu,and  the  fame  corrupt  pra£ltces  obtatn<jl. 
The  Mirquis  took  occafion  again  to  repeat  that  pretended 
difficulty  to  treat  was  a  mere  political  bugbear,  held  up  to 
frighten  children,  and  alarm  thofe  who  were  incapable  of 
'  thinking  for  themfelves.  Experienced  men  were  not  to  be  fo 
cafily  deceived  \  they  could  not  biit  know  better.  If  mini- 
ilers chofe  to  treat,  they  might  begin  a  negotiation  as  foon  as 
they  pleafed.  Let  them  but  fignify  that  fuch  was  their  wiih, 
and  that  their  wi(h  was  fincere,  he  was  fatisfied  thejr  would 
be  liftened  to ;  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  retrafi  their  error, 
confcfs  their  mifconception  of  the  charafter  of  the  French, 
and  declare,  unrefervedly,  that,  having  formed  a  falfe  judg- 

*  tnent  of  the  obje£l  of  the  Republic,  they  were  willing  to  tread 
back  the  fteps  they  had  taken  under  their  delufion,  and  to 
declare  that  the  delufion,  which  had  1/ed  them  aftray,  was  at 
an  end.  Nothing,  the  Marquis  faid,  was  more  truly  noble 
than  to  be  ready  to  admit  that,  from  the  fallibility  of  human 
nature,  men  had  ad6pfed  falfe  notions  of  their  neighbours, 
and  a£led  imprudently  in  confequence.     So  far  from  fuch 

^  condu£t  being  ignoble,  he  really  thought  it  would  appear 
manly  and  dignified  in  the  eyes  of  all  j£urope,  and,  inflead 
of  dejgrading,  would  evince  candour,  and  exalt  the  firitifli 
name. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fpeech  the  Marquis  fpoke  in  handfome 
terms  of  Earl  Camden,  whom  he  recognized  as  a  friend 
he  had  long  known  and  refpe£led,  and  who  had,  he  faid, 
moved  the  Addrefs  with  great  abilitv,  although  he  own- 
ed he  could  not  fubfcribe  to  the  reaioninc:  with  which  the 
Noble  Earl  had  fupported  the  Anfwer  to  the  King*s  Speech 
in  many  particulars. 

Lord  Lanfdown  concluded  an  interefting,  and,  in  fomc 
points,  an  entertaining  fpeech,  with  declaring  that  he  (houtd 
vote  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Noble  Earl  near  him. 

Lord 
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Lmri  Mulprave  faid,  he  ihould  not  have  offered  himfelf  fo 
fpon  to;their  Lordfliips'  noticCf  or  have  trcfpafled  upon  their 
indulgence   fo  immediatejy  after  he  had  received  the  honour 
of  a  ieat  in  that  Houfe,  had  he  not  felt  an  irrefiftlble  impulfe 
to  endeavour  to  dilTipate  the  terror,  and  relieve  the  public  de- 
^ondency»  which  might  arife  from  the  comprehenfive  defcrip* 
tion,  given  by  the  Noble  Marquisi  of  the  gigantic  progrcfs  of 
the  French  arms  in  the  laft  campaign.     He  was  well  aware 
that  any  arguments  which  he  could  ufe9  would  be  feeble  and. 
inefie£tual  efforts  to  t^ike  off  the  impreflion  which  fuch  a 
ftatement  of   fa£ls  muft  have  made  upon  their  Lordfliips' 
minds  and  upon  the  mind  of  the  Public,  if  combated  merely 
by  arguments*  and  met  only  with  fpeculative  ftatements  of 
the  future  effe^s  of  profpe£^ive^fforts  \  it  was  therefore  his 
intension  to  meet  the  fads,  which  had  been  juft  dated  by  the 
Noble  Marquis,   with  hiftorical  events,  more  formidable  by 
their  rapidity,  more  gigantic   in  their  extent,    more  awfiu 
during  their  exiilence,  but,  in  their  termination  and  effe£l^ 
fuch  as,  he  would  venture  to  flatter  himfelf,  the  winding  up 
and  conclufion  of  the  prefent  conteft  might  be.    Fpr  this 
parpofe,  his  Lordfliip   declared,  he  ihould  content  himfel£ 
wich  recalling  to  the  recolle£iion  of  their  LbrdOiips  fome 
points  of  miliury  hiftpry,    which  tended   to  prove  (what, 
doubtlefs,  had  not  efcaped  their  Lordfliips'  obfervation)  that 
tlie  nature  and  genius  of  the  French  nation  had^  in  all  wars, 
enabled  them  to  over-run  countries,  and  fpread  their  cojiquefta 
with  a  degree  of  rapidity  calculated  to  aftoniih  and  difmay  their 
adverfarles;  but  that  firm^iefs,  reGftance,  and  perfeverance, 
on  the  part  of  their  enemies,  had  uniformly,  and  without 
exception,  produced  as  fpeedy  an  evacuation  of  their  con* 
quefts,  and  a  total  reverie  of  their  rapid  and  fliort-lived  for- 
tune :  And  he  trufted  that  he  ihould  do  away  the  impre(Iioa 
of  the  Noble  Lord's  ftatement,  if  he  ihould  keep   the  pledge 
which  he  then  made  to  their  Lordifaips,  of  proving,  by  hif- 
torical fa£ls,  that  in  every  war  fince  the  perfection  of  mili- 
tary difcipline,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  the  modern  fyftem 
of  warfare,  the  French  had  made  advances  even  more  for- 
pfiidable  than  thofe  ilated  by  the  Noble  Marquis,  and  had» 
Botwithftanding,    in    every  initance   met   with  greater  re- 
vcrfes  than  the  mod  fanguine  fupporters  of  the  prefent  war 
would  venture  to  predi£l.    He  ihould  not,  his  Lordiliip  faid, 
heGtate  to  go  very  far  back  in  military  hiftory,  but  he  was 
anxious  to  ^>3re  their  Lordihips'  time,  and  to  intrude  as  little 
as  poi&ble  on  their  patience.     Indeed  the  time  which  moit 
naturally  prefented  itlelf  was  that  which  was  moft  analogous 
CO  the  prefent  period,  namely,  the  irruption  of  Louis  AlV. 

F  a  into 
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hito  Holland  in  the  yeat  1672,  affiftcd  by  the  combinatton  o^ 
the  greateft  militarjr  talents  in  every  branch  of  the  profellton 
dlat  were  ever  united,  and  fach  as  military  hiftory  might 
perhaps  never  a^in  prodoce,  conne£)ed  in  one  point,  ^d 
dire£ied  to  the  hime  operations.    When  he  bad  named  ^c 
their  Lordfhips  Condi,  Turenne,  Luxembourg,  and  Vauban^. 
they  woolil^  doubtlefi,  feel  irith  him  that  nothing  of  fcience 
could  be  added.    Their  inftruments  were  130,000  of  the  beft 
difciplined  and  beft  appointed  troops  in  Europe,  a  prodi- 
|^u8  and  unprecedented  train  of  artinery,  and  an  overflow* 
irig  military  cheft,  wkh  which,  perhaps,  even  mote  formida-^ 
ble  attacks  were  made  on  the  fideKty  of  the  Dutch  Govemorsr 
than  the  ftrength  of  their  fortrefies  could  fuflcr  from  the  no* 
merous  and  heavy  batteries  which  were  ](k>inted  againft  them.. 
What  In  thofe  days,  he  would  aflc,  was^^e  ftate  of  Holland  i 
Were  they,  as  at  this  time,  covered  by  formi^ible  and  dif- 
eiplined  armies  of  veteran  troops,  commanded  by  experienced 
(yenerats,    and  animated  by  gallant,  enterprifing,    zealous^ 
attd  ii£live  Princes  ?    No :  fiefides  their  ordinary  ganifon 
they  bad  indeed  a  corps  of  25,000  men  ^  he  could  not  call 
them  foldiers,  for  they  were  compofed  of  officers  without 
emulation,    and  pivate  men  without  energy.    One  young 
Princey  indeed,  they  had,  of  the  s^  of  a  a  years  (a  Prince 
to  whom  this  country  owes  great  and,  he  hoped,  lafting  ob<- 
Kgations  ;  for  he  trufted  that  no  ftruggle  of  faOioiis  no  ef- 
forts of  ektemal  enemies,  no  ftratagems  of  domeftic  traitors, 
eould  deprive  us  of  the  conftituttonal  Mefimgs^  preferved  to 
as  by  that  Prince).    Widi  fbch  means  of  reitftaiKe  oppofed 
to  fnch  powers  of  attack,  it  wus  not,  his  Lordfiiip  obterved, 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  meafure  of  fuccefs  was  equal  to 
the  difprbportton  of  the  powers  of  corned  •,  ac^ordingly-ihc 
Rhine  was  pafled  without  oppoficion  (for,  notwithftandiog- 
the  boafts  of  national  vanity,  and  the  exaggerations  of  adula-' 
tion,  that  celebrated  atchievement  was  merely  the  unrefiftccf 
pafiage  of  a  ford);  all  the  places  upon  the  Rhine,  the  Waal, 
and  lac  Iflil,  were  forrendcrcd ;  the  conqueror,  in  his  pro- 
grefs,  received  poflbflion  of  Ovcryffcl,  Gueldres,  Utrecht,  and 
Naerden  ;  nay,  even  the  keys  of  Meudcn,  on  which  the  fc* 
curity  of  Amderdam  and  the  fate  of  Holland  depended, 
were  for  fome  awful  minutes  in  the  hands  of  a  ftragglmg 
party  of  the  French  dragoons.    FaSions  and  comnaiotioni 
^xlfted   withm  the  walls  of  Amderdam,    which  #erc   not- 
,i|uelled  without  much  druggie  and  blooildied ;  yet  did  th& 
energy  and  refolution  of  the  Dutchmen  of  thofe  days  meet 
.    ribeir  danger  with  firmaefs,  and  bear  their  difficulties  with 
^ucncc.    The  great  iluices  were  opened  j  the  inandattonsr 
■     -  wcsc 
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«rere  fuch  as  to  admit  (hips  of  war  to  float  round  the  walls 
of  Amfterdam  for  its  defence  $  freOi  water  was  fold  at  the 
rate  of  thfee-pence  a  pint :  Bat  what  were  the  ftilferings  at- 
tending thofe  effbrtSi  when  compared  to  the  gtorioua  and 
happy  rewards  of.  enctgy>  perfeverance,  and  courage  ?  The 
progrcfs  of  the  French  was  not  only  (topped,  but  they  w^re 
obliged  to  abandon  their  conquefts,  and  evacuate  the  States 
with  a  precipitation  far  exceeding  the  rapidity  of  their  former 
progrefs:  Their  retreat  was  fo  hurried  that  they  could  not  even 
carry  off  their  ptifoftcrs,  eight  and  twenty  thoufand  of  whom  • 
were  liberated  at  the  rate  of  half  a  croWn  a  man.  The 
Dtitchmen  of  this  day  have  taken  a  different  mode  of  avert- 
ing the  evils  of  French  invafion,  and  have  had  recourfe  to  ne- 
gotiation to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  their  •  powerful  enemies  ^ 
what  the  fttcccfs  of  the  experiment  might  be,  remained  yet* 
tt>  be  proved ;  ar  1  it  would,  bis  Loidihip  declared,  be  painful 
to  him  to  give  way  to  predi^Hon  on  the  fubjefl.  But  it  was 
not  irrelevant  to  the  fubjed  of  debate,  to  remark  to  their 
LordQiips,  that  the  purfuits  of  the  French  government  had 
not  varied  with  its  form ;  that  the  objedls  of  the  defpotic 
Louis  the  XlVth,  and  of  the  prefent  democratic  tyranny  of  • 
France,  were  the  fame ;  and  that  they  equally  looked  to  the 
Rhine  as  the  natural  boundary  of  their  dominions,  and  pur- 
pofed  to  make  the  territories  which  they  ftould  leave  to  the 
republic  of  Holland,  beyond  that  river,  fubjcd  to  thetr  dt* 
re£lion  and  controul,  and  to  be  held  .at  their  mercy.  ^  If/*  faid 
his  liOrdfiiip,  *^  it  ihould  be  argued  that  the  prelent  force  of 
France  is  far  fuperior  to  what  I  have  ftated  to  have  followed 
Louis  the  XlVth,  let  us  purfuc  the  hiftory:  We  (hall  find 
that  mdnarch  in  16^8,  with  between  four  and  five  htmdied 
thoufand  men  und^r  arms  in  his  pay ;  we  fliall  find  that  he 
took  Phtliplbourg,  Manhcim,  Hcideibourg,  Treves,  Worms, 
Oppenheim,  and  Mayericej  we  (hall  find  too,  that  before 
the  end  of  the  campaign  he  was  driven  from  all  thefe  con* 
quefts  by  the  Duke  o?  Lorrain.  That  I  may  not  tire  out' 
your  Lordflups'  patience  by  minute  details^  I  (hall  pais  lightly 
over  hittorical  events,  which,  from  their  intrinfic  glory,  and 
their  fiitisfadory  and  complete  application  to  the  drift  of  my 
argument,  I  could  with  pleafure  enlarge  upon ;  but  I  (h«II 
eontent  myfelf  with  merdy  recalling  them  to  your  LordflitpsT 
tecolle£kion.  In  the  Spaniih  fueceifion  war,  after  the  fitft 
bottle  of  Hockftedt,  •  gained  by  Marcfchal  Villars  in  17^3, 
Vientia  was\)pcn  to  the  march  of  the  enemy,  and  fo  great 
Was  the  panic  in  that  capital,  that  it  was  debated  in  the 
teuncil  of  the  Emperor,  whether  he  fhould  not  remove  his 
^rfo&  to  OMBpte  pskti  of  hii  dominions,  more  remote  from^the 

terror. 
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terror,  and  more  fecure  from  the  danger  of  the  French  arms; 
the  Esxperor,  however,  did  not  give  wa]f  to  thofe  {m(illani<» 
XDOttS  councils;  the  events  of  war  jiuilified  his  dcciiion,  and 
rewarded  his  firmnefs.  The  battle  of  Blenheim,  fought  on 
the  fame  fpot  in  the  fubfequent  year^  by  a  glorious  and  im- 
tnortal  victory,  decided  the  poflefTion  of  one  hundred  leagues 
of  country,  the  conqueft  of  the  eledlorate  of  Bavaria,  and 
bandied  baqk  that  terror  to  the  proud  court  of  VerfaiUes» . 
Vfhicb.  had  fo  lately  Ihaken  the  capital  of  Vienna.  .  As  Blen- 
heim determined  the  fate  of  Germany,  fo  two  years  after* 
wards  did  the  victory  of  Ramilies  decide  the  fate  of  Flanders.. 
Ip  the  fecond  fucceffion  war,  when  the  ambirioa  of  France 
propofed  the  difmemberment  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  Imperial  crown 
ai  Germany,  the  energy  of  their  incurfions,  and  the  tot'^ 
rent  of  their  firft  efibrts,  carried  them  into  the  centre  of  Bo-, 
hernia ;  gave  them  poiTefiion  of  Prague,  the  capital  of  that 
kingdom ;  alUpowerful  and  uncontrouled,  they  gave  an  £m-> 

Eror  to  Germany  at  Frankfort,  by  the  conge  (Ttkre  of  their 
ughty)  brilliant,  and  oftentatious  ambaflTador :  Yet  without 
a  Gngle  great  battle,  by  fuccefllive  checks,  by  the  judicious 
condu£l  and  ,fteady  perfeveranee  of  their  enemies,,  uey  were 
driven  from  the  Danube  to  the  Rhine,  and  confidered  the 
efcape  of  the  garrifon  of  Prague  as  a  glorious  atchievement^ 
qrat  leaft  aa  a  fortunate  and  creditable  event.  In  later  times, 
which  are  in  the  memory  of  fome  of  your  Lordihips,  in  1757»- 
after  the  unfortiinate  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  and- the  difperfion 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  army  by  the  convention  of 
Clofter-Seven,  Hanover  being  at  their  mercy,  troops  were 
detached  to  reinforce  Soubife,  who  penetrated  into  Saxony^ 
and  flattered  himfelf  with  the  de(lru£tion  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia's  monarchy;  all  thefe  advantages  were  loft  by  the 
fingle  battle  of  Rofbach,  the  French  were  again  driven  acrofs 
the  Rhine,  Hanover  delivered,  and  ultimately,  after  the  molt 
dreary  and  difcouraging  profpedi  at  the  commencement,  the 
war  was  concluded  with  more  glory  and  advantage  to  Greatr 
Sritain,  than  any  war  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  Having 
chofen  rather  to  ftate  my  examples  locally,  than  chronologic 
cally,  I  {hall  now  (hortly  advert  to  the  other  part  of  Europe, 
to  which  the  Noble  Marquia  has  alluded,  and  we  ihall  nnd 
that  in  Italy  the  progrefs  of  the  French  armS:  has  formerly 
been  as  great  or  greater  than  at  prefent  \  and  the  tide  of  their 
fuccefa  has  been  as  fuddenly  and  completely  turned  by  a  Tingle 
a£tion,  as  in  any  of  the  mflances  I  have  already  recalled  im 
your  Lordthips!  recoUe£bioa  :  It  will  be  fufficient  merely  to 
fay  that,  in  the  firll  fucceilioQ  war,  when  the  French  were,  in 
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1 7069  in  pofleiSon  of  Milan,  Mantua^  Naples,  and  Piedmontf 
tlie  battle  of  Turin  obliged  them  to  abandon  the  whole  of 
thofe  territories,  and  totally  to  evacuate  Italy :  In  the  fecond 
facceOkm  war  in  1743)  the  Prince  of  Conri  penetrated  through 
the  Alpsy  pofleiled  htmfelf  of  all  the  ftrong  pofts  on  the  fide 
cfNice,  pafled  the  Col  de  Tende,  forted  tne  Paflkde  of  the 
Barricades,  and  laid  ficge  to  Coni  on  the  borders  of  Piedmont; 

Et  the  finglc  battle  of  Coni  (though  undecided  as  to  viQory) 
▼ing  relieved  that  fortrefs,  the  French  were  obliged  to  aban*- 
don  adl  their  conquefts  in  the  Alps*  and  repafs  the  Rhine."-'^ 
But  why.  Lord  Mulgrave  alked,  ihould  he  fatigue  their  Lord- 
fliips  with  examples  ?  He  had,  he  trufted,  already  produced 
enough  to  convince  their  Lordfliips.and  the  country  that  our 
fituation,  notwithftanding  theill  fuccefles  we  regretted,  was 
not  fttch  as  to  create  defpondency,  or  even  difcoiiragement. 
Let  it  not  be  faid  that  their  Lordfhips^  predeceflbrs  had  made 
greater  efforts,  and  exhibited  more  manly  iirmnefs,  to  maifi- 
tain  the  fucceflion  of  a  Spanifli  King,  or  to  preferve  the  in~ 
heritance  of  an  Auftrian  Princefs,  than  they  could  exert  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  independence,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
profperity,  and  for  the  prefewati«n  of  the  glorious  conftitution 
of  their  country.  The  war  which  had  been  declared  againift 
us,  was  not  an  ordinary  war,  in  which  our  enemies  might  be 
fatisfied  by  the  acquifition  of  a  diftriA  of  territory,  by  the 
daughter  of  men,  by  the  dc(bru£^ion  of  corps,,  or  by  the  de* 
feat  of  armies;  it  was  a  war  for  the  annihilatiQn  of  our  laifS» 
our  liberties,  our  profperity,  our  civilization,  and  our  re- 
ligion. When  their  Lordfliips  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  our  happy 
form  of  government,  and  felt  the  gratitude  which  every  £ng- 
liibman  owed  to  his  anceftors  for  the  noble  efforts  by  whicK 
they  have  preferved  to  us  that  peculiar  happinefs,  which  had 
fo  wonderf:ully  for  ages  created  envy  without  exciting  imitt* 
tion,  let  every  one  of  their  Lordihips,  at  fuch  times,  anti- 
cipate the  curies  and  reproaches  with  which  he  would  be 
branded  bj  his  pofterity,  if,  from  motives  of  convenience  or 
the  impulle  of  timidity,  he  crouched  for  peace,  and  fued  for 
mercy  from  an  implacable  enemy,  at  the  expence  of  the  poU- 
tTcal  jurifprudence  of  the  country,  and  of  the  exiftence  ofiti 
conftitution  !  **  Let  me  not  be  told,**  faid  his  Lordfliip,  •*  that 
this  is  exaggeration,  that  the  propofal  of  peace  will  not  be  ib 
abjcA,  that  the  confequenccs  need  not  be  fo  fatal.  I  have  an 
authority  beyond  contradiAion ;  I  have  the  authority  of  die 
whole  Government  with  which  it  is  propofed  to  treat.  We 
have  heard  the  general  abhorrence  of  the  exiftence  of- the 
regal  title  1  the  imphcable  enmity  to  all  Governments,,  with^ 
graduated  orders  of  fociety }  and  the  indilpeofabk  rights  of 
S  Jittarc, 
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futorCf  as  held  out  at  the  cxwnmenoement  of  the  war ;  all 
made  fubfenrieot  to  the  one  grand  obj^£l  of  hatred  to  this 
countiy.  The  ^^lolattrs  of  the  free  aetd  natural  rights  cf  naviga* 
iim  in  the  SchiUt^  are  to  be  united,  to  the  navy  of  France }  die 
abfolute  Monarch  of  Spain  (the  next,  I  believe  in  my  con* 
fcience,  in  the  rank  of  their  deceftation  to  thi^  country,  but 
in  io  remote  a  dq^ree  as  to  Gnk  before  their  inTctcracy  to  us), 
this  King  is  to  be  joined  to  t&efe  votaries  of  equality  %  the  eti» 
thuA^fts  of  atheifm  are  to  unite  with  tbofe  Spaniards  whom 
they  hare  branded  with  bigotry,  for  the  idle  purpofe  of  coi- 
ie£ling  a  naval  force  which  may  fail  to  the  Thames,  and  burn 
the  new  Carthage.  Will  it,  on  this,  as  on  a  former  occafion, 
be  laid,  that  we  quote  tlie  wild  expreilions  of  an  heated  indi- 
vidua!  ?— As  well  might  it  be  faid,  if  the  Addrels  now  pro- 
pofedihouUl  be  carried  with  the  unanimity  which  I  could  wifli^ 
mad  which  I  think  it  defenres,  that  it  is  merely  the  fentimcnt 
4i  the  two  Noble  Lords  that  moved  it  I  No,  mv  Lords,  it  will 
he  the  ienttment  and  opinion  of  this  branch  of  toe  Legifiature  \ 
and  I  rejoice  that  it  will  be  fo  }  becauCe  I  tliink  it  t^eathes  a 
fpirit  worthy  of  it^  So  in  the  Convention,  the  fcntiment  of 
#te6ru&ion  being  equally  worthy  of  their  charafter  and  dlf- 
jpofition,  did  they  rife  as  one  favage,  and  give  a  general  yell  of 
jspprobatioa,  dtgniEed,  in  their  deliberate  aflemoly,  with  (to 
tbcin )  tUe  moi^erate  terra  of  acclamation.  Let  us  therefore 
.  iccollecij  01^  Lords,  that  not  only  our  lives,  our  lam-s,  and 
<Mur  libt^rties  are  at  (lake,  but  even  the  national  charadter  of 
our  poflerity  \  for,  if  we  (hall  once  admit  into  this  country 
Trench  Republicans,  with  their  prefent  difpofition  and  fceU 
ings,«-if  we  O*ould  once  admit  the  guillotine  within  our 
ihores  ;  when  we  fliali  have  inured  our  eyes  to  (ights  of  hor- 
ror \  fteeled  our  hearts  by  «i£lsof  cruelty ;  embrucd  our  hands 
in  blood  \  and  debaftui  our  minds  by  tyrujiny  and  opprellion  ; 
where  will  future  ages  look  for  the  naciotial  charaOcr  ?  How 
fliaU  EagUflimen  again  re  fume  that  ready  benevolence,  that 
gallant  forbearance,  that  fpirlt  of  mercy  and  forgivcnefs,  which 
Jo  peculiarly  chara£lerifes  this  hi{^h*fpiritcd  and  humane  race 
of  Bien  \  who  do  not,  however,  derive  thofe  qualiiies  from 
the  foil  we  inhabit,  and  the  cJimate  we  breathe  in,  btSi  trom 
ihefermof  the  government;  where  a  rarional  and  cxtenAve 
liberty  expands  the  mind  and  elevates  the  heart ;  whutl  a  mild^ 
defined,  and  equal,  but  firm  and  Aeady  government,  gives 
cbed^s  tio  vice,  and  puniihment  to  crimes.  Sush  being  what 
we  have  on  the  one  hand  to  fear,  and  on  the  other  to  pre« 
jferviBt  k  would  be  our  duty  to  druggie,  though  our  calamitiea 
ibould  have  been  greater,  and  our  acquiCtions  lefs  than  they 
iure»    0ttt  oui  acqui&tions  I  by  no  means  view  in  the  fame  light 

at 
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as  the  Nobte  Marquis :  Even  that  of  Corfica^  which  fecms  raoft 
pauticttlarly  the  o^cd-  of  the  Noble  Lord's  derifion,  appears 
to  me  an  objeft  of  infinite  importance.     I  certainly  have  been 
very  much  amufed  by  the  lively  comments  of  the  Noble  Marquis/ 
as  well  as  by  the  ingenious  defcripcions  given  by  the  entertaining* 
Democrat,  whom  he  has  called   in  to  his  aiTidance ;  but  in 
bearing  the  moil  facetious  hiilorical  jokes,  it  is  impoflible  to 
prevent  fad  from  occafionally  interfering  with  the  triumph  of 
wit ;  and  when  I  hear  of  the  defe£ts  of  this  barren  and  unpro- 
dudlve  iflapdy-  overloaded  with  eftabiifliments,  inhabited  by 
meiv  fo  encumbered  with  firelocks  and  fpades,  that  they   are 
neither  fbldiers  nor  farmers^  with  i  decided   preference   to 
France,  I  cannot  help  recollefting  that  the  French  carried  on 
a  long^,  expenfive,  doubtful,    and  bloody  warfare,  to  bring 
thcfc-coy  Corficans  to  follow  their  decided  preference,'  and  for 
the  acquifition  of  this  expcnfivc  and  worthlefs  iiland.     It  na- 
turally occurs,  therefore,  to  me,  that  there  remains  behind 
fome  truth  too  folemn  for  a  jeft,  which  therefore  had  been 
omitted  in. the  catalogue }' but  at  length  one    farcafm  has 
led -me  to  gucfs  at  fome  pofTibfe  advantage,  •  to  '  be  derived 
from  the  ifland,  which  might  counterbalance  all  its  defefls. 
The  Noble  Marquis,   etcher  in  the  courfe  of  his  own  argu- 
.  ment,  or  in  the  abilradl  which  he  read  from  the  Democrat, 
mentions  that  *'  the  communications  with  the  Continent  were 
fo  precarious,  as  to  be  fometimes  interrupted  for  two  hionths 
together"— diis  indeed  is  proof  that  it  is  not  a  pofTeflion  for 
a  King  in  an  Opera,  or  a  Fairy  Tale }  that  it  is  not  fituated  in 
a  lake  calculated  for  pleafant  water-parties  \  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  boiilerous  and  ftormy 
fea  (which  I  have  myfelf  experienced  the  Mediterranean  to 
be);  and  if  fo,  let  me  afk  the  Noble  Marquis,  are  there  not  ports 
in  .this  ifland  ?  will  it  not  afFbrd  (helter  for  your  men  of  war  i 
prote£lion  to  vour    merchant-fliips  ?  a  rendezvous  for  your 
tr^de  ?  and  a  facility  to  your  commerce  with  that  part  of  Eu- 
rope ?— -Is  it  by  revenue  and  cultivation  alone^  that  the  Noble 
Marquis,  as  a  mitiifa  ftatefman,  eftimates^  the  value  of  pof- 
fei&ons  ?  What  were  the  nett  revenues  of  Minorca  beyond  the 
annual  cxpence  of  that  ifland  ? — ^I  do  not  believe  the  Treafury  ' 
of  En^and  was  much  enriched  by  the  colle£tion  of  revenue 
from  the  pofleffion  of  Minorca,  yet  it  has  been  confidered  by 
many  able  ftatefmen  as  an  obje£t  of  no  trifling  importance  ; 
and  the  peeple  have,  from  fome  prejudice,  regarded  the  lofs ' 
of  it  as  a  ground  of  complaint  and  refentment. — Where  is  the 
fertility  and  territorial  revenue  of  Gibraltar  ?  yet  when  an  hint 
only  was  dropped  of  putting  it  merely  into  difcuffion,  kSti  the 
negotiation  of  peace,  after  an  unfuccefsful  war,   the  whole 
Vol.  I.  G  nation 
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nation  feemed  to  (hudder  at  the  idea ;  it  was  foon  felt  that 
facriiices  muil  be  made  el fe where,  and  that  the  advantages  of 
that  barren  rock  were  not  on  any  terms  to  be  reHnquilhed ;  and  I 
do  not  believe,  that  any  Noble  Lord  who  fupports  the  Amend- 
ment this  night,  would  venture  to  facrifice  his  hopes  of  popula- 
iity—(  for  hopes  of  popularity  every  public  man  mufl  entertain 
in  this  country,  where  the  people  generally  beftow  It  with 
judgment,  and  withdraw  it  with  reluctance) — no  one,  I  fay,  of 
thofe  Noble  Lords  would  facrifice  fuch  hopes,  by  venturing  to 
offer  this  barren  rock  as  the  price  of  peace,  and  the  means  of 
efcaping  from  the  danger  they  apprehend  from  the  power  and 
progrefs  of  the  French.— The  value  of  Corfica  therefore,  I 
conceive  the  Noble  Marquis  has  eflimated  upon  falfe  grounds.*^ 

Lord  Mulgrave  concluded  a  very  able  and  argumentative 
fpecch,  by  obfcrving  that  he  had  already  detained  their  Lord- 
iliips  too  long,  or  lie  fliould  attempt  to  follow  the  Noble  Mar- 
quis through  the  other  parts  of  his  fpcech  ^  but  as  that  woul  J 
be  done  with  better  information,  greater  ability,  and  more 
cflld,  by  others,  he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  faying,  that  he 
could  fee  no  grounds  whatever,  for  agreeing  to  the  Amend- 
ment moved.  Had  the  Addrcfs  been  worded  with  lefs  energy, 
and  eipreflive  of  lefs  firmnefs,  he  fliould  have  been  tempted  to 
move  an  amendment,  that  their  Lordfhips  might  refift  with 
tiie  fpirit  and  indignation  becoming  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Parlia* 
nient  the  infolent  menaces  thrown  out  by  our  enemies.  As  the 
Addrefs,  however,  was  fuiliciently  animated  and  explicit,  his 
Lord&ip  declared  it  met  his  hearty  concurrence,  and  Ihould. 
have  his  warmeft  fupport. 

Earl  Stanhope  faid,  he  did  not  rife  for  the  purpofe  of  debat- 
ing— the  hour  of  debating  he  feared  was  gone  by.  Events 
fpoke  for  themfclves ;  and  the  difafters  of  this  accurfed  war 
were  the  beftanfwcrs  to  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  ftill  think 
proper  to  defend  it,  and  recommend  its  continuance.  The  Noble 
Lord,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  talked  a  great  deal  of  the 
battles  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and  in  the  reign 
of  .Queen  Anne  *,  he  had  told  their  Lordfliips  that  a  great  deal 
depended  on  a  fingle  battle ;  and  he  did  not  defpair  of  another 
Blenheim!  So  the  noble  liord  told  them,  in  his  letters,  that 
.  he  did  not  defpair  of  keeping  Toulon — Jet  their  Lordfliips  alk 
themfelves,  did  the  noble  Lord,  or  thofe  he  left  behind  him  in 
command,  keep  Toulon  ?  It  was  curious,  the  Earl  faid,  to  hear 
thedo£lrines  of  thofe  who  fupported  the  war,  and  to  compare 
their  theory  with  their  praflTce,  A  gentleman  who  had  diilin- 
guiflied  himfelf  by  the  publication  of  his  political  Refle<lions 
(Mr.  Burke)  had  maintained  that  the  people  had  no  tight  to 
.  change  tlieir  couftitutiou  or  their  government  \  that  it  was 
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})anded  down  to  them  by  their  anceftbrs,  and  they  were  bound 
to  deliver  it  unimpaired  to  their  pofterity.    If  the  dodlrine  were 
true,  how  did  it  accord  with  the  condu6l  of  Government  re- 
fpedling  Corfica  ?— There  the  people  had  been  not  only  allow- 
^cd,  but  invited,  to  change  their  form  of  government  completely  ; 
the  people,  or  rather  the  rabble  and  Sans  Culottes  of  Corfica, 
had  put  the  crown  of  their  kingdom  on  the  head  of  George 
-the  Third.     Their  conftitution  had  in  it  eflential  differences 
from  ours,  though  under  the  fame  king.  The  do£lrine  was  here 
prevalent,  and  afl'erted  with  the  utmoll  confidence,  that  to  form 
-  -a  complete  and  well-balanced  Legiflature,  there  mud  be  two 
Houfes  to  co-operate  with  the  Crown.    In  Corfica  this  princi- 
ple was  abandoned,  and  there  was  but  one  Houfe.    It  had  been 
contended  for  here  alfo,  that  there  was  a  natural  union  between 
Church  and  State.     This  had  been  in  like  manner  departed 
from  in  Corfica.     There  the  King  had  norhing  to  do  with  re- 
ligion.    He  knew  not  how  the  Reverend  Bench  would  rclifli 
what  he  was  about  to  fay,  but  there  were  no  Bifliops  in  the 
Houfe  of  Afiembly  in  Corfica.  The  Noble  Marquis,  with  whom 
he  was  always  happy  to  agree,  had  given  a  curious  dcfcriptlon 
of  the  ifland.     He  had  told  their  Lordfiiips  that  the   hufband- 
men  went  armed,  and  that  the  native  inhabitants  were  little 
better  than  banditti— a  precious  colleftion  of  new  fubjedts  ! 
On  that  day  he  had  expefted  that  minifters  would  have  come 
forward,  and  dated  fome  reafons,  plaufible  at  leaft,  for  the 
continuance  of  a  war  fo  calamitous,  expenfive,  and  ruinous,  as 
the  prcfent  had  proved  ;  but  only  one  Noble  Eat  1  in  ofEce  had 
ventured  to  ftand  up  and  afibrd  the  Houfe  any  information  "On 
the  fubjeft,   and  that   Noble  Earl  had  fairly  confefled,  that 
he  had  been  fo  fhort  a  time  in  office,  that  he  knew  very  littfe  of 
the  matter.  *   All  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  chofc  to 
prefer ve  a  fullen  and  obftinate  fecrecy ;  they  deemed  Mum  and 
Silence  to  be  the  Order  of  the  Day.  Notwithftanding  all  that  the 
Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,had  faid,of  another  Rolbach,  another 
Ramilies,  and  another  Blenheim;  fuch  a  happy  event  as  the  lad  of 
thefe,  was,  he  believed,  juft  as  likely  to  take  place  in  the  prefenc 
war^as  the  Addrefs  that  had  been  moved  and  fecondcd,  was  likely 
to  be  carried  unanimoufly.  A  Noble  Marquis  had  talked  of  the 
gentlemen  and  yeomanry  of  Norfolk,  who  were  ready  to  come 
out  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  danger  prefled ; 
and  another  Noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  knew  the  people  of 
England  had  the  means  of  anfwcring  every  exigency  of  the 
war.     Why  then  did  not  the  miniftry  ufe  the  means  ?     Why 
did  not  they  arm  the  people  ? — ^Thcy  wouldanfwer,  that  they 
had  fo  far  imitated  France  as  to  arm  all  whom  they  could  rely 
^n.     That  was  not  enough ;  they  had  not,  like  France,  armed 
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the  whole  people,  they  had  not  armed  the  Sans  Cuhtiesy  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people,  and  the  moft  ufeful  and  moil  to  be 
depended  on  in  the  hour  of  danger  and  difBculty.  The  Noble 
Earl  who  moved  the  Addrefs,  and  other  Noble  Lords,  bad  ftatcd, 
as  one  reafon,  to  prove  the  diiGculty  of  making  peace,  the  in- 
veteracy of  the  French  to  the  people  of  this  country.  The 
'  aflertion  was  vague  and  unfounded.  The  French  had  no  an- 
tipathy to  the  people  of  this  ifland  ;  they  only  detefted  Adni:* 
nillration  ;  they  confidered  them  as  the  authors  of  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  expcnce  of  the  war ;  and  it  was  idle  to  expert  that 
they  would  make  peace  with  the  prefent  minifters*  His  Lord^ 
fljip  faidy  the  time  was  perhaps  approaching,  when  it  would  be 
wife  to  preferve  eternal  filence  within  thofe  walls ;  he  took 
therefore  that  opportunity  of  ftating  his  fentiments,  left  it 
il)0uld  be  thought  that  any  thing  had  happened  to  induce  him 
to  alter  thofe  (pinions,  which  he  had  before  maintained,  which 
he  would  continue  to  maintain  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  with 
which  he  would  die.  He  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay  what  he 
had  ftated,  becaufe  he  conceived  he  faw  his  country  at  the 
brink  of  a  precipice,  down  which,  minifters,  from  their  igno* 
ranee,  their  weaknefs,  and  their  wickednefs,  were  about  to 
plunge>it.  The  Earl  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  (hould 
TOte  for  the  Amendment,  becaufe  he  heartily  concurred  in  it$ 
objert,  and  confidered  it  to  be  well  calculated  to  anfwer  that 
object. 

The  Marquis  T^wnjbend  rofe  again  to  fay  a  word  or  two, 
upon  the  fubjert  of  arming  the  people  in  general.  He  fpoke 
highly  of  the  militia,  which  he  owned  was  a  favourite  objert 
with  him,  and  which  he  always  confidered  as  the  third  efta- 
blifliment  for  national  defence,  the  navy  and  army  being  the 
two  firft.  The  Marquis  ftated  his  reafons  for  thinking  the 
Noble  Earl's  idea  of  arming  all  the  people,  dangerous  and  im-* 
prarticable. 

The  Earl  of  ManjJlM  Tok  ncxtf  and  faid,  that,  confidering 
the  late;  hour  of  the  night,  he  would  endeavour  to  detain  their 
Lordfliips  as  fliort  a  time  as  poflible.  Like  other  Noble  Lords, 
his  language  refpefting  the  war  had  been  uniform  and  invaria- 
ble from  the  comraenceinent  of  the  war  to  the  prefent  moment; 
and  he  ftiould  (liew  great  inconfiftence>if,  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,he  Oiould  give  any  other  advice  than  for  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war.  He  concurred  entirely  with  the  Noble 
Earl  who  moved  the  Addrefs,  that  it  would  be  difadvantageous 
and  difgraceful,  even  were  the  national  charaderand  fpirit  funk 
fo  low,  and  fo  degraded  and  humbled  as  to  fubmit  to  crouch 
at  the  foot  of  France,  elated  with  viftory,  and  drunk  with  fuc- 
cefs,  and  fue  fpr  a  peace.    A  peace  granted  under  fuch  cir- 
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cumftances  could  never  be  permanent^  fafe,  or  honourable ;  nor 
could  it  be  expe^ed  to  be  obtained  without  fuch  conceflions 
on  our  part  as  it  would  ill  become  this  country  to  make.     The 
French,  it  was  true,  had  made  mo(l^ftoni(hing  efforts  to  carry 
on  the  war )  but  it  was  obvious  they  could  not  be   continued, 
and  that,  notwitliftanding  all  their  feizure  of  the  property  of 
the  church,  the  nobles,  and  of  individuals,  and  all  their  con- 
fifcationsy  they  could  not  much  longer  bear  the  expence  they 
had  hitherto  incurred.     The   comparative  defcription   of  the 
refources  of  this  country  and  France,  which  the  Noble  Mover 
of  the  Addrefs  had  fo  ably  detailed,  was  by  no  means  over* 
charged,  but  faithful  and  corre£t.     He  faid,  he  fpoke  from  in- 
formation to  be  depended  on,  when  he  ftated,  that  the  expence 
of  carrying  on  the  war  during  the  lail  campaign,  had  coft 
France  three  niilliards  fix  hundred  livres,  which  was  equal  to 
144  millions  fterling.    They  had  no  lefs  than  fix  milliards  of 
affignats  in  circulation,  equal  to  240  millions,  befides  the  quan* 
tity  of  forged  aflignats  which  defied  all  calculation,  as  the  ut-* 
moft  nicety  of  examination  had  not  been  yet  able  accfurately  to 
diftinguifli  the  forged  aflignat  from  the  true  one,  fince  the 
ftamp  of  death  had  been  taken  oiF  the  aifignats,  and  terror  was 
no  longer  the  order  of  the  day.     The  currency  of  the  forged 
was  as  common  as  the  currency  of   the  true  ones ;    the 
confequence   was,  they  were  funk  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  depre- 
ciation, that  for  twenty- four  livres  in  fpecle  one  hundred  and 
twelve  were  given  in  aflignats.    Tht forced  loan  made  laft  year, 
the  French  had  themfelves  confefled  was  an  extraordinary  mca- 
fure,  which  nothing  but  the  exigency  of  their  affairs  could  juf- 
ti(y,  and  which  could  not  be  reforted  to  again.     The  fuffering 
the    law    of  the   maximum  to   fink  into  difufc,  as   well  as 
their    abandonment  of  the    enforcement  of    the    currency 
of    aflignats,    fufiiciently     fpake     their    fl:ate    of    exhauf- 
tion.     In  fad^,  their  revenue  and  their  refources  were  equatlly 
at  an  end.     With  regard  to  provifions  and  corn,  the  whole 
country,  the  provinces  as  well  as  the  capital,  were  in  a  (late  of 
the  direft  penury.     Much  had  been  faid  again  and  again  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  war  and  its  objed.     He  recollefled  that  in  the- 
lail  fe {lions  minifters  had  been  called  upon  to  fay  in  two  words, 
what  was  the  obje£l  of  the  war,  when  a  Noble  Secretary  of 
State  had  faid,  he  would  anfwer  the  queftion  with  one  word  2 
*•  Security,"  fecurity  was  its  objed.     Security^  the  Earl  faid, 
mud  be  obtained,  or  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  make  peace. 
A  peace  concluded  without  fecuriry  to  this  country  and  its  con- 
ftitution,  could  only  be  a  period  of  temporary  and  delufive  rc- 
pofe,  during  which  France  would  endeavour  to  recover  her 
ftrength  and  recruit  her  exhaufted  refources,  and  when  (lie 
fgand  herfelf  fufficiently  recovered,  would  not  fail  to  renew 
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her  attack  on  this  country,  this  new  Carthage,  againft  which 
flic  had  vowed  eternal  vengeance  and  perpetual  refentment ! 
During  a  peace  of  that  nature,  would  any  man  advjfe  this  coun* 
try  to  difarm  ?  We  (liould  therefore  bear  all  the  expences  of  war 
without  any  of  its  probable  advantages ;  would  it  not  be  much 
wifer  not  to  reilrain  the  generous  and  gallant  exertions  of  our 
foldiers  and  failbrs,  but  ,to  continue  the  war,  till  we  could 
enfure  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  ?  He  adverted  to  the  fre- 
quent changes  of  the  rulers  of  the  day  in  France,  from  the 
time  that  the  BriiTotines  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fyftem  of  blood, 
which  they  had  themfelves  afTided  in  eflablifhing,  down  to  the 
pre  fen  t  moment,  and  afked  how  it  was  polFiblc  to  treat 
with  a  government  fo  undabie  ?  He  perfonified  the  fort  of  em- 
bafly  and  the  ftyle  of  language,  that  would  be  held  by  any  ne- 
gotiator, who  could  be  weak  enough  to  become  the  miflionary 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  fraught  with  fuch  terms  of  ab- 
jeA  humiliation,  as  the  Noble  Marquis  had  been  plea  fed  to  re- 
commend, (hewing  that  both  mud  be  degrading  to  the  individual 
and  to  the  country  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  that  fuch  daftardly 
conduA  could  only  excite  corKempt  abroad  and  fhame  at  home  t 
The  confcquence  of  which  mull  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
intereils  and  to  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  nation. 

Among  a  great  variety  of  ftrong  points  enforced  by  hii 
Lordfliip,  the  Earl  obferved,  that  want  of  ftcadinefs  had  often 
been  afcribcd  to  this  country  as  one  of  its  leading  foibles  amidfl 
many  virtues  :  That  our  great  deliverer,  William  the  Third, 
had  repeatedly  faid,  this  dcfe£l  of  the  Englifh  charafter  re-, 
minded  him  of  what  he  had  heard  in  his  paflage  over  from 
Holland,  when  the  only  cry  of  the  feamen  in  a  ftorm,  was 
"  Steadyyjleady;**  and  it  was  unfortunately  true,  that  King  Wil- 
liani  had  but  too  m«u:h  ground  for  this  complaint  of  national 
inftability  throughout  his  reign,  as  well  as  the  country  had  caufe 
to  complain  of  it  in  the  fubfcquent  reign  of  Qoeen  Anne, 
when  the  wits  and  leading  men  in  literature,  ol  thofe  days, 
were  able  to  drive  out  the  miniders  whofe  counfcls  had  (hev/n 
fo  much  wifdom,  and  produce  a  change  of  fyftem,  fo  fatal  to 
the  interefts  of  the  country,  that  it  materiaUy  affected  all  Eu- 
rope, and  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  at  the  prefenfday.  His 
Lordfliip  concluded  a  very  able  argument,  with  (Irongly  re- 
commending an  unremitting  attention  to  what  might  be  deemed 
an  old-fafhioncd  prejudice,  the  prcfervation  of  the  Balance 
of  Power  in  Europe,  and  with  declaring  that  he  had  no 
option  under  the  prefent  circumftances ;  we  muft  either 
profecute  the  war  with  vigour,  or  confent  to  fink  into  a 
ftate  of  humiliation  and  difgrace,  to  which  he  flattered  himfclf 
no  Britiih  fubjcft  would  either  himfelf  fubmit,  or  fee  his  coun- 
try degraded,  while  any  thing  like  Britifli  fpirit  remained. 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe 
under  great  and  anxious  curiofity,  to  know  what  the  argu- 
ments could  be,  which  miniflers  would  retort  to  in  juftlfica- 
tion  of  a  continuance  of  the  war,  a  war  attended  during  the 
lad  campaign  with  fuch  a  catalogue  of  difafters  and  defeats,  as 
had  never  before  been  exampled  in  the  fan\e  fhort  ipace  of 
time.     Without  the  fmalleft  profpcft  of  a  reverfc  of  fortune, 
or  a  (inc;!e  ray  of  hope  to  difpel  the  gloom,  that  the  late  events 
had  cail  upon  the  face  of  every  thinking  man,  miniflers  feemed 
madly  determined  to  try  the  word,  and  to  make  a  defperatc 
throw  of  the  bed  intereds  of  the  country.     In   the  fpeech 
that  their  LordQiips  had  that  day  heard  from  the  Throne,  and 
in  the  Addrefs  that  had  been  moved,  there  was  only  one  pa- 
ragraph which  afforded  him  fatisfa£tion,  and  on  which  he 
could  unrefervedly  declare,  that  he  gave  it  the  mod  flncere 
concurrence.     The  pafTagc  to  which  he  alluded,  their  Lord- 
ihips  would  eafily  conceive  could  be  no  other  than  that  relative 
to  the  approaching  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  the  Princefs  Caroline.  The  many  virtues  of  the 
illudrious  chara£ler  in  quedion,  the  amiable  qualifications  of 
his  Royal  Parents,  and  the  innumerable  obligations  which  the 
country  owed  to  them,  and  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  mud  ne- 
cefTarily  endear  them  to  the  minds  of  all  men,  who  preferred 
freedom  to.flavcry.     But  calculated  as  the  communication  of 
fuch  a  happy  event  mud  be  to  infpire  fentiments  of  joy  and 
gratulation,  it  had  not  been   unattended  with  alloy  to  his 
mind.     Defirous  of  profitir^g  by  experience,  and  learning^what 
deps   his  ancedors  had  taken  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  he  hadf 
fince  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,   turned  to  the  Journals,  in 
order  to  fee  what  was  the  language  and  the  condu£l  held  on 
the  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  father  and  his  illudrious 
confort,  in  the  year   17(51 — a  year  made  memorable  by  the 
events  of  the  war  then  carrying  on.     Although  fucccfs  had 
crowned  the  efforts  of  our  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  the  glorv  of  the  Britifh  character  had  been  carried  to  the 
highed   pitcn,    his  Majedy  in  his  fpeech  from   the   throne 
thought  it  right  to  lament,  that  he  was  not  enabled  to  congra- 
tulate his  Parliament  on  the  return  of  the  blefTings  of  peace. 
Let  their  Lordfhips  recolledt  the  period  in  which  this  fenfible 
expreflion  made  a  part  of  the  King's  fpeech,  was  in  the  career 
of  triumph  and  of  vidlory  ;  when  the  pulfe  of  national  pride 
beat  high,  and  the  bread  W  every  man  in  the  country  glowed 
with  exultation  at  the  rapidity  of  the  conqueds  that  the  Britifh 
arms  had  experienced.    It  was  the  father  of  the  prefent  mini- 
der  who  dircfted  public  affairs — he,  the  wifdom  and  vigour 
of  whofe  councils  and  opinions  had  thrown  fo  much  ludre  on 

the 
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the  name  of  EngHflimen,  thought  it  wife  in  fach  a  moment  to 
remind  the  Parliament  of  the  defirable  bleffings  of  peacei 
How  diiierent  was  the  condu£t  of  the  fon  of  that  great  mi-' 
sifter  !  After  having  plangcd  the  country  wantonly  and  un^ 
neoeflarily  into  a  war,  the  moft  unfortunate  of  any  that  this 
kingdom  had  ever  engaged  in,  he  was  not  difmayed  by  re-* 
pealed  defeatsjbut  raftily  determined  to  perfevere,  and  put  the 
very  exiftence  of  the  nation  to  the  hazard* 

After  puHiing  this  argument  to  its  utmoft  extent,  the  Earl 
faid,  that  all  they  had  heard  that  day  in  recommendation  of 
the  war,  was  nothing  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  reaf6ntng 
which  they  heard  repeated  fo  often,  and  which  was  af^ually 
wont  threadbare.  The  fame  falfe  accufations  of  the 
conduft  of  the  French,  the  fame  complaint  of  the  want  of 
perfons  to  treat  with,  the  fame  declaration  of  inftability  in  the 
government  of  France,  had  been  brought  up,  and  infifted  on 
that  day  with  as  unufual  earneftnefs,  as  if  the  topics  were 
neW)  and  had  never  been  touched  upon.  A  Noble  Lord  near 
him  (Earl  Mansfield ),  whom  he  (hould  ever  take  the  liberty  of 
calling  his  Noble  Friend,  beeaufe  no  difference  of  opinion  in 
politics  (hould  ever  make  him  lofe  fight  of  that  fincere  refpe£l 
and  regard  that  he  entertained  for  him ;  that  Noble  Earl  had 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  refources  of  France  were  nearly 
cxhaufted,  and  that  thofe  of  this  country  were  in  a  moft  pro- 
fpprous  ftate,  and  had  ufed  that  argument  againft  this  country 
treating  for  peace.  Almoft  in  the  fame  breath,  he  had  con- 
tended  that  France  was  elated  with  fuccefs,  and  drunk  with 
Yiftory  ;  and  had  therefore  contended  that  tiiis  was  the  moft 
unfit  of  all  opportunities,  for  us  to  open  a  negotiation  with  a 
view  to  peace.  It  was  too  much,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  for  hh 
Nobk  Fjriend  to  be  allowed  the  advantage  of  both  thefe  op- 

Sofite  arguments.  If  the  refources  of  this  country  were  in  ft 
ouriihing  coadition,  and  thofe  of  France  in  an  oppofite  fitua- 
tion,  he  (hould  imagine  that  of  all  others  an  advantageous  op* 
portunity  for  this  country  to  negotiate  in.  With,rcfpe£k  to  thp 
other  argumeat,  it  was  fcarcely  poflfible  that  France  (hould 
bear  itfelf  fo  haughtily^  if  her  fituation  in  point  of  refource 
and  finance  was  really  fo  deplorable  as  his  Noble  Friend  had 
defcribed.  Much  had  been  faid  of  the  fyftem  of  terror,  and 
its  fucceflpr  of  the  prcfent  day,  the  fyftem  of  moderation* 
Surely  the  prevalence  of  the  latter  was  the  moft  favourable  to 
treaty,  and  the  moft  likely  to  prove  fuccefsful  for  negotiation. 
With  regard  to  the  afTcrtions,  that  the  French  are  aftuatcd  by 
a  boundlefs  ambition,  it  was  not  very  apparent,  when  it  was 
confidered  that  they  were  in  treaty  with  one  power  for  peace, 
and  had  kept  faith  wi^  the  neutral  powers  with  the  utmoft 

pun£tu- 


punftmdilf  and  acai£befs«  Nor  coald  bt  think  thA  ilit  MoM 
of  treating  tke  Ciihed  Provinces,  bf  the  kngutge  ^rUoh  waf 
held  refpe£ling  theiki  m  the  Speech,  was  the  Ibit  of  hngawgi 
that  became  an  ally,  who  had  heretofore  txfteSM  iiichaiisious 
wiflies  for  -their  welfave,  as  to  force  their  fei^rtoee  upon  them 
figaifift  their  wiH,  and  to  oompd  them  Co  be  obliged. 

The  Earl,  took  notice  of  the  late  trials  fortreafoci)  Md  ap« 
pealed  to  the  rDcdledioa  of  dieir  liord^ipsi  whether  he  and 
Iheodier  Mobk  Lord6  who  held  and  maintained  the  fame  opi- 
nion that  he  did,  refpeding  the  war,  bad  not  repeatcdif  (aid 
it  was  a  faife  alaorm,  that  no  ttvafon  was  on  foot,  and  that  ft 
woidd  turn  out  a  groundkis  apprehenfion.  A  BriitHh  jwy^ 
after  due  di(cu!Bon,  and  the  moft  impartial  and  defibevate  triid 
that  perhaps  ever  was  known  in  this  counttj,  had  eftaUiflied 
the  truth  of  this  predidioa  by  their  <v«rdi£t  folemnly  deKfcmli 
In  fa£t«it  was  clear,  from  what  pafied,  that  minifters  had  niirfed 
op  fedition  for  a  long  time  after  they  knew  ft  was  aArre^  ia 
the  hopes  it  would  grow  into  treafbn.  It  reminded  him  of  an 
inftanoe  of  fammary  juftice  ftatdd  in  a  work,  the  wit  and  im^ 
mour  of  which  had  nodoi^bt  entertained  every  oneof  their  L^rd** 
Aipsat  one  time  or  other bf  their  lives,  and  from  the  morality 
k  contained,  if.  read  with  attention,  and  properly  judged  of^ 
they  OMffht  sdl  derive  inftrtt£):ion  and  improvement  r  He  meamt 
the  Hiftory  of  a  Foundling,  bettier  known  perhapa  by  the 
name  of  Fielding's  Tom  Jones.  In  one  chapter  w  that  ad* 
miraUe  work  they  would  find  diatTom  Jones,  and  his  €om<- 
{Kuiion  Partridge,  took  fl*elter  in  a  hi^rn,  omidft  a  gcoupe  of 
gypfies^  that  the  king  of  the  gypfies  bkiated  nncommoniy 
well  to  them,  and  that  while  he  was  feaAing  Jones  in  mind 
and  body  hy  his  oonverfation  and  his  viands.  Partridge  was 
difoovened  in  a  Situation  not  to  be  defcribed  with  a  young 
gypfey«  ^  A  large  Aim  was  in  the  firft  inftanoe  afleiTed  on  ham 
by  way  of  fine  by  the  ktne  of  the  gypfies  ;  but  on  Jone^s  ihew« 
iogthat  the  fine  infinitely. exceeded  the  ftate  «f  his  fmanoea, 
k  vras  reduced  confiderably;  and  when  he  was  in  the  a£k  of 
tendering  the  fam  ultimately  fixed  on  to  the  injured  hufband, 
the  king  of  the  gypfies  flopped  his  hand,  and  aOeed  where  tlie 
fanfband  was  while  the  o^enoe  was  committed.  Learning  that 
be  ftood  by  and  witneiTed  the  proceeding,  he  ftopped  the  hand 

^  of  Jones,  mfifted  that  no  compenfation  ftioUld  be  given,  aa 
the  boiband  had  witnefled  his  own  fhame  without  attempting 
to  prevent  it,  and  thus  encouraged,  or  confented  to  what  he 

complaioed  of  as  an  injury  tohis  honour ;  and  that  therefore* 
fo  far  from  receiving  reward,  he  (hould  be  deemed  itt^amotts, 

and  wear  the  mark  of  infamy  on  his  forehead  for  a  month.   In 

like  naanaer,  his  Lcrdfiiip  faid^  he  thotftght  minifters  ought  to 
Vol.  I.  H  be 
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be  branded  with  all  the  imputation  that,  in  the  mind  of  ereiy 
reafonable  iBaa9  belonged,  to  thofe^  who  had  evidently  and 
wndenlably  ftood  by,  and  purpofely  nurfed  feditton  intotrcafon* 
T^  Earl  took  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.     He  faidfthe  introdiidion 
of  the  NoUe  Earl's  fpeech  did  htm  great  honour.     It  corrc* 
^nded  with  hifi  chara£ler,  and  was  readily  given  foil  credit  to 
by  him,  and  every  Noble  Lord,  he  had  no  doubt»  who  had  the 
pleafufe  of  knowing  the  plain  but  polite  manners,  and  unaffcd«- 
ed  integrity,  which  had  ever  diiUnguifbed  his  LordQiip  through 
life:  At  the  fame  time  it  appeared  rather  extraordinary  to  hear 
91  firft  Lord  of  the.  Admiralty  ftate  to  the  Houfe  that  he  hoped 
,  our  nav^  force  would  in  the  enfaiog  year  prove  larger  than 
.  was  ever  before  known,  and  that  if  die  French  fleet  were  in  the 
chops  of  the  Channel,  it  was  unknown  to  the  Admiralty  Board 
.till  it  was  cafually  communicated.     The  large  fupply  fo  cheer* 
.fully  voted  for  the  fupport  of  that  favourite  branch  of  the 
public  fervice,entit]ed  the  people  of  England  to  expe£k  that  a  very 
formidable  force,  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  would  be  at  fea 
early;  and  it  looked  but  little  like  the  necefiary  vigilance,  which 
jhe  Admiralty  (hould  manifeft  on  every  occaHon  during  a 
,  war,  and  the  information  they  iliould  at  all  times  have  at  com* 
.  maod,  if.  the  enemy  were  fuffered  to  fend  a  powerful  fleet  into 
the  chops  of  the  Channel  without  th^ir  knowledge,  that  fuch 
an  important  event  was  even  in  their  contempl<^ion»    He  faid^ 
as  the  Noble  Earl  had  aflerted  that  in  all  probability  our  ma- 
rine force  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  fuperior  to  that  of  France^ 
he  was  willing  to  inia^ine  that  it  was  fo;  but  ft  ill  he  .thought 
tliere  was  ferious  ground  for  complaint  that  a  larger  land  force 
had  not  been  fent  with  Sir  Charles  Grey,  which  might  have 
.prevented  thedifafters  that  had  befallen  ns  in  that  quarter  oS 
the.  globe,,  fubfequent  to  the  c^ture  of  Guadaloupe.      He 
fpoke  of  the  fruiUefs  fubfidies  that  minifters  hail  paid  to  Pruf* 
fi^  and  mentioned  the  loan  raifed  in  London  for  the  £m« 
.  peror,.  the. whole  of  wjiich  he  faid  had  been  obtained,  mereljF 
pecaufe  the  minifter  chofe  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  countrjr 
as  a  guarantee  and  fccurity  to  thofc  whp  advanced  tlie  principal. 
..The  eafe  with  which   the    loan   was   made,  wjs,  hereon* 
tended,  imputable  folely  to  tlic  circumil^nce  of  the  minifter'a 
li^ving  pledged  the  country  as  a  <;ollateEJiJ.  fecurity,  bccawfe, 
,,  when  the  En>peror's  agents  in  London  jolici^ed  aio-<?u  at  2 
great  int«refV,,but  ptj  his  lingle  fccijrity,jip  njoijied  men  would 
^ome  forward  to >. countenance  it.     As  tin^  Noble  ^arl,  accord* 
.  ing  to  repOrr,.li2d  beei)  perfonally  ponccrncdin  nfjgptiating  with 
the  Empero^i  he  poiCbly  miglu  b^  able  .to  give  their  Lordflnps 
iome  information*  il»t  xrould  thtow. light  on  that.traufadton. 

.    .  ..         . ^  .    ,    .  /\*.  '.After 


l>cc«  ih,]         WOODFAtt*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  51 

After  advcrtingto  a  grcatnumbcrof  the  fubjcifls,  that  havcof  late 
agitated  the  public  mind,  his  Lordftiip  concluded  withdeclar- 
ingy  that  he  not  only  thought  peace  obtainablei  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  endeavoured  to  be  obtained  ;  and,  with  a  Weiir  to 
fmooth  the  path  to  it,  he  fliould  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Ear/  Spencer  rofc  to  explaih.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  certain 
paffages  of  the  Noble  Earl's  fpeech  came  fo  direftly  perfonil 
to  him,  that  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  excufe  his  trefpafling 
ugain  on  their  patience.  In  what  he  had  before  faid,  he  had 
fo  far  guarded  himfelf  as  tt>  declare,  that  he  had  fo  recently 
come  into  the  office  in  which  he  at  prefent  was  placed,  that 
he  could  not  venture  to  fpeak  with  accuracy  of  the  ftate  of 
our  marine-  He  had  expreflcd  his  belief,  that  our  force  in 
the  Weft  Indies  was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy  j  he  had 
every  reafon  to  believe  it  was.  He  had  alfo  faid,  that  he 
hoped  our  fleets  next  year  would  appear  more  formidaUe 
than  the  country  had  ever  before  feen^  thefe  hopes  were  not 
lightly  adopted,  nor  afcertained  on  flight  foundations  :  They 
refted  on  rational  grounds ;  and  if  the  countty  would  confent 
to,  and  fupport  the  neceffarv  exertions  for  manning  the 
navy,  he  had  little  doubt  ot  their  being  amply  realized. 
With  refpeft  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Emperor,  in  which 
he  had  taken  a  public  part,  he  was  perfuaded  th^  Noble  Elrl 
knew  too  well  the  nature  and  necefl'^ry  fecrecy  of  all  matters 
of  foreign  embafly,  to  expeft  him  to  fay  a  wotd  on  the  fubjed. 

Lard  GrenvUU  made  one  of  the  moft  able,  but  moft  ela* 
borate,  fpeeches  we  ever  liftened  to.  He  began  with  noticing 
what  Earl  Stanhope  had  faid  of  the  fullen  filence  of  minifterS) 
and  their  obftinate  perfeverance  in  niaking  Mum  the  order  of 
the  day.  So  far  from  it,  he  faid,  he  (hould  have  held  himfolf 
unpardonable  if,  in  a  moment  of  the  greateft  magnitude,  and 
-under  circum (lances  f^rhaps  the  moft  critical  that  this  coun- 
try had  ever  known,  he  did  not  fully  and  fairly  communicate 
Ills  fentiments  to  the  Houfe  on  the  arduous  ftate  of  affairs 
in  the  moft  unreferved,  fertous,  and  folemn  manner.*  *  A 
Noble  Earl,  who  had  lately  fpoken,  had  begun  hift  fpeech 
•with  a  comparifon  of  the  language  delivered  from  the  Throne 
in  1761,  when  his  prefent  M^ijefty^s  marriage  was  fivft-an- 
flounced  to  Parliament,  with  the**  language  whieh  their 
jLordOiips  had  all  heard  from  the  Throne  that  day.  It  wat 
matter,  of  furprile  to  htm,  that  the  Noble  Earl,  who  fo  well 
knew  how  to  diftinenifh  between  the  leading  features  of  dif-. 
ferent  cranfaAions,  had  happened  to  pay  no  fort  of  attentidn  to 
the  very  different  circumftances  under  which  the  two  fpeeches 
were  delivered.  In  1 76 1  we  were  in  the  midft  of  a  war,  crowns 
«dwith  imezamplcdfttcctfss   that  unfortunately  was  not  our 

U  2  '  cafe 
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cftfoat>pfefent«  The  ob)e£is  of  hia  Majefty'a  Speech  froai  die 
Thfone  ^  his  Parliament,  were  confequcntly  different,  and 
necefiarily  demanded  a  very  different  mode  of  expreffion. 
One  of  th<^  moft  efTential  points  to  be  advertetl  to  by  die 
Houfe)  in  order  to  enable  them  to  form  a  correal  and  a  juft 
judgment  oh  the  propriety  of  the  Addrefs,  his  Lordflnp  fatd, 
was  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  the  extraordinary 
events  which  the  chance  of  war  occafionally,  and  fometimes 
iin#xpe£ledly  produced,  as  a  NoUe  Friend  of  his  (Lord  MuU 
grave),  who  lud  made  the  moft  brilliant  firft  appearance  in 
that  Houfe  that  perhaps  ever  was  remembered,  had  that  day  fo 
ttbly  and  fo  eloquently  (hewn  by  his  compact  but  comprehenitvt 
ftatement  of  the  memorable  battles  in  Holland,  Germany,  and 
Fiandersi  on  the  ifliie  of  which,  the  fate  of  empires  bad  de- 
pended, and  which  had  governed  the  condu^i  of  fome  of  the 
inoft  powerful  princes  and  ftates  that  had  at  anv  period  been 
vecogmzed  by  hiftory.  The  next  great  queftion  for  their 
Lordflrips'  confideration  was  that  vimtch  his  Noble  Friend, 
.  the  mover  of  the  Addrcfs,  had  fo  ably  enforced,  and  which 
had  been  ftated  fo  corre£Uy  by  another  of  his  Noble  Friends 
(Earl  of  Mansfield),  who  had  entered  into  that  part  of  his 
argument  with  that  precifion  which  could  only  be  furpalled 
by  the  mafttrly  ftyle  of  reafoning,  and  fuperior  eloquences 
that  dignified  sUl  his  fpeeches  in  Parliament.  Their  Lordfliips 
.WDttU  eafily  perceive  that  he  adverted  here  to  the  different 
comparative  ftate  of  the  refources>  and  the  internal  Otuation 
ef  Great  Britain  and  France;  a  fituation  which,  when  dulv 
^weighed  and  deliberately  confidefed,  muft  convey  the  mo» 
folid  fatisfaflion  to  the  iliind  of  every  man  who  had  the  caufe 
of  hiseountry  at  heart,  and  who  fincerely  wifhed  that  it  might 
fee  a  fpeedy  and  an  honourable  termination  to  the  prefent  diS* 
cttktes*  His  Lordflirip,  to  elucidate  this  part  of  his  argument, 
emeved  into  a  minute  and  circumftantial  detail  of  the  circum* 
ttancesfKtending  the  circulationofafltgnats,  and  the  expenditure 
dftheFrenchduringthepaftyear.  Hcquotedthepublicproceed- 
ings of  th^  Convention,  their  reports  and  authentic  documents, 
asliis  vouchers,  and  faid  the  fubjefl  w^s  eafy  to  be  underftood, 
that  it  Was  neither  complicated  nor  puzzliog,  but  lay  withia 
the  reach  of  ten  minuter  application  to  the  papers  in  queftion* 
From  fuch  audiorities  he  proved,  that  tlte  c;xpenditure  of  the 
french  in  the  two  laft  years,  was,  at  the  Icweft  calculation, 
e<pial  to  i6o  millions  fterling  per  amnum.  He  appealed  to 
cheir  Lordihips  on  the  probability  of  France  being  Mc  to  go 
on  widi  a  war,  tiuit  coft  them  fuch  an  enormqus  expence. .  Hip 
adverted  to  the  aiteratt<)n  ilia*  had  taken  place  in  'the  tempec 
t)f  tite^FrcncIiTttlttrs.    The  lyftcm.ol  t^rrof  .wa\.^t  jib  ^^ 

U  *  and 


aod  there  was  an  eflential  change  in  the  eonftitation  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  which  tended  to  enfeeble  its  proceediirgs 
and  unnerve  its  refolutions.  The  law  of  the  maximum  ami 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  circulation  of  ailignats  being  no 
longer  in  efFcft,  the  price  of  provifions  had  rifen  enormoufly, 
and  every  thing  in  the  interior  of  France-prefented  an  appearance 
of  ab)e£l  penury,  and  approaching  bankruptcy.  On  the  other 
hand^  how  much  more  conblacory  was'  the  profpe£^.  of  our 
own  f\tuation!*-Our  refource&  ample,  in  full  credit,  and  capa- 
ble of  making  the  moft  vigorous  exertions.  After  dwelling  for 
aconfiderable  timeonthcfe  topics,  hisLordfliip  fuggcfted  the 
impolicy  as  well  as  the  dlfgracc  of  this  country  humbling  hcr- 
fclf  to  France  under  fuch  circumftanccs;  and  threadbare  as  the 
queftion  was,  be  muft  ftill  alk  thufe  who  were  fo  anxious  for 
a  premature  peace,  with  whom  were  we  to  treat  and  to  nego- 
tiate.? At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  mi niftcrs  were  recom- 
mended to  treat  with  Briubt,  who  was  defcribed  as  poflei&ng 
alUhe  power  of  the  government  of  France,  and  as  having  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  people  at  his  nod-  Soon  afterwards  Briflbt 
was  led  to  tlie  fcafFold.  Lift  year  they  were  told  that  they 
might  fafely  treat  with  Robcfpierre  and  his  accomplices.  They 
anfwercd,  that  they  would  foon  pafs  away,  as  others  had  done 
before  them*  That  predidlion,  their  Lordftiips  well  knew,  had 
been  fully  vciifietl,  and  fo  had  every  one  of  the  prediftions 
that  they  had  ventured  to  make.  After  cxoatiating  for  a  full 
hour  on  the  ftatc  of  France,  and  the  impraAicable  and  hopelefs 
idea  of  treating  for  peace  under  the  prefent  circumftances 
(obferving,  that  if  a  peace  was  made,  we  could  not  venture  to 
difarm,  and  had  therefore  better  employ  our  feamen  and  foldi- 
p'S  in  the  generous  exertions  of  war),  as  well  as  the  difgrace  that 
mud  attend  fo  fruitlcfs  an  attempt,  his  Lordftiip  ended  his  fpecch 
with  an  animated  addrefs  to  the  chara£texiftic  fpirit  of  £ngli{h< 
«nen,  which  had  always  rifen  higheft,  and  infpired  them  with 
ilie  greateft  ardour,  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  rofc,  he  faid,  to  perform  an  zSt  of  A\xif 
which  was  extremely  unpleaiant  to  himfclf  to  difcharge,  to 
deliver  his  fincere  fentiments  on  the  critical  and  arduous  fitua- 
tion  of  public  affairs.  At  firft  he  had  thought,  that,  feeling 
gs  he  did,  it  would  be  right  for  him  not  te  trouble  their  Lord- 
{hips  with  hi$  opinion;  but  on  better  contlderation,  he  was 
fatisfied  that  It  would  be  more  refpcAful  to  their  Lordihips, 
and  more  confonant  to  his  own  chara^ier,  to  open  his  mind, 
and  communicate  his  fentiments  freely.  It  always  was  pain« 
ful  to  himfelf,  his  Grace  faid,  when  he  could  not  give- his 
Majefty's  minifters  what  was  termed  dire^  fupport— but 
worded  as  the  Addreis  was,  there  was  a  paflage  in  it  to  which 
he  could  no*:  give  his  confegc.     Although  It  had  been  faid^    dut 

it 
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don,  as  be  HA,  from  the  Fitft  Lord  of  the  AdnundLtjr,  dm 
txiriUms  wen  making  in  that  (iepaitmciU,  on  which  ch^  hopes 
of  thh  country  chieif  depended.  The  candour  with  which 
thde  were  announced,  left  on  ht^  mind  no  6ofcbt  of  the  hSt^ 
and  he  was  wtUing  to  confide  in  the  vigilance  of  the  NoUe 
Earl  ^r  fpeedtly  realiriitg  the  expe^ttons  he  had  raifed.  He 
perceived  muck  eagernefs  on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  miftate 
the  caie,  by  depreciating  the  Ids,  and  magnifying  the  gain  of 
the  war.  He  thought  the  odculatkm  very  eafy  and  Ann^cii 
The  one  was  juft  as  real  as  the  other  was  chimerical.  The 
llttUic  mind  W9S  at  that  moment  in  (u^iife  about  the  fiirte  of 
our  Weft  India  iflands :  And  Coriica,  which  had  attached  £> 
much  contempt  and  ridicule  to  his  Majefty's  councils,  he  ap^ 
prehended,  inftead  of  an  advantage,  might  become  a  very 
Kfious  misfortune.  It  was  at  leaft  fuob  a  jewel  as  tamifli€% 
but  never  could  increafe^  the  Q)!eadour  of  the  Britifli  crowni 

The  ftatement  that  had  been  given  by  feveral  Noble  Lords^ 
of  the  enemy's  finances,  he  did  not  think  iatisfadory.  It  in-^ 
voived  on  th^  very  faoe  of  it  a  palpable  C9ntradt<9aon.  Year 
after  y^i  minifters  had  boldly  affirmed,  diat  the  enemy  wouki 
not  l>e  able  to  fupport  another  campaign.  Eveiy  fuoceeding 
campaign  had  notwithflaiiding  been  more  cficient,  bodi  iii 
its  provifions  and  opcmtions,  than  -rhe  preceding  one ;  and 
their  Lordlhipa  knew  to  their  coft,  that  the  taft  had  excelled 
4>em  all,  was  more  amply  iiipplied,  and  did  more  executiont 
The  argument  on  which  fo  mudi  ftrefs  had  been  laid,  that 
the  deficiency  of  the  enemy's  refeurces  appeared  from  their 
immenfe  .outgoings,  he  thought  an  abfurd  one.  He  did  noC 
credit  the  pnemiies  ;  and  though  he  had,  they  warranted  quittf 
an  oppoAte  conduflon.  The  Noble  Secretary  (LordGren^ 
villc}  (aid,  their  expenditure  laft  campaign  amounted  to  imi 
bwiiirtdondfixtymimomjierrxng.  He  doubted  the  aflertion^ 
as  it  was  accompanied  by  no  authentic  document.  Admitting 
it  however  to  he  corrc^ft,  it  only  proved  either  that  minifters 
have  be^^  uniformly  out  in  their  calculations,  or  that  a  fyftem  . 
of  impofition  on  their  Lordfliips,  and  the  Public,  vras  regu<» 
larJy  puHUcd. 

What  did  their  Lordfliips  think  of  meafures  which  could 
only  be  fupportcd  by  hypothetical  reofoning  thus*  equivocal 
and  fallacious  ?  What  confolation  could  their  LonUhips  de-* 
hvc  from  our  miierable  fpeculations  on  the  rcfourc^s  of  a  peo« 
pie  wh^lc  armies  kept  the  field,  which  w^e  and  our  allies  con*/ 
ftantly  abandoited,  broke  and  difpcried  the  moft  formidable 
confederacy  that  ever  threatened  the  liberties  of  the  world; 
reduoed  them,  whofe  fafety  furnidied  us  with  the  original  pre-' 
text  of  taking  part  \ti  tl;e  quarjd,.  tp  the  dic«ful  neceflitf  -of 
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trespcheroiifiy  cxpofirig  oui*  impotence,  and  leaving  us  the 
viftinw  of  an  enemy  primarily  provoked  on  their  account,  and 
cv^n  now  produce  fuch  a  fleet  as  infults  us  on  our  own  clement, 
(huts  up  our  ports,  cripples  our  trade,  and  alarms  our  coafts  r 
Thcrfe  are  fiich  indications  of  imbecility,  as  make  Europe 
{hake  to  its  bafis.  And  what  have  minifters  yet  in  refervc  to 
make  us  longer  rejcS  the  evidence  of  our  fenfes,  to  protraA 
the  triumph  of  their  pitiful  delufions,  or  keep  up  the  fpirit  of 
infatuation,  lb  induftrloufly  propagated  among  our  country* 
men,    in  the  teeth   of  faas  thus  awfully  convincing? 

It  ccrtaitily  furprifed  him  to  hear  the  Noble  Secretary  pique 
himfelf  on  the  forefight  of  tis  Majefty's  minifters,  who  had 
been  riterally  miftalcen  in  almoft  every  furmize  they  had  ha* 
zarded.  Tne  ftate  of  things  for  fomc  time  part  had  been  fuf- 
ficientiy  fertile  of  predtftions,  both  from  minifters  and  their 
opponents.  But  with  the  fmglc  exception  of  repealing  tti« 
law  of  the  tnaxtmutn^  which  he  acknowledged  minifters  forcr 
told,  which,  of  all  their  prher  conjcAures,  had  not  been  com- 

f!?tely  falfified  by  the  whole  courfe  of  fucceeding  events  I 
) id  not  this  fhcw  how  unequal  they  were  to  their  fituations, 
who,  had  not  the  faculty  of  making  fuch  an  cftimate  of  the 
prcfent  as  enabled  thetn  to  provide  for  the  future  ?  It  was 
this  rncapacity  that  (hackled  and  enervated  all  the  operations 
t)f  the  country,  and  left  us  invariably  unprepared  for  every 
emergency.  He  challenged  their  Lordftiips,  on  the  other  band, 
to  produce  one  inttancc  in  which  thofe  he  had  tht  honour  of 
ading  with,  had  been  miftaken.  Were  not  all  their  predic- 
tions as  minutely  verified,  as  thofe  of  minifters  had  failed  \ 
And  he  appealed  to  their  Lordftiips  candour,  whether  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  one  fide  or  other  was  moft  to  be  depended  on,  or 
heft  mei  ited  their  Lordftiips  confidence  ?  All  that  had  beea 
faid  about  the  difficulty  of  treating,  he  conceived  to  be  no- 
thing more  than  pretence.  It  was  every  way  as  eafy  to  ne- 
gotiate with  France  as  any  other  ftate.  That  country,  not- 
withftanding  all  its  recent  convulfions,  did  not  feem  more  in- 
cident to  a  change  in  its  rulers  than  its  neighbours.  The 
minfftry  of  none  could  be  permanent,  and  there  was  an  end 
of  all  treaties,  if  that  was  to  be  a  condition  which  could  never 
happen*  But  what  did  nations  chiefly  regard  as  the  mutual 
bafis  of  confidence  in  their  condltioiis  ?  Not  fu rely  the  pre- 
carious circumftance  of  viciflitude  In  cabinets,  the  intrigues 
of  comtiers,  or  the  narrow  and  crooked  policy  of  favourite 
ftateftnen ;  but  the  prevailing  temper  and  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  he  did  not  expeft  to  be  now  told,  that  though 
Tallten  and  his  firiwnds  ftiould  perifli  to-morroW  by  the  Cime 
Vol,  I.  I  fate 
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fate  which  overwhelmed  the  party  of  Robcfpierrc,  the  French 
could  be  at  any  lofs  for  leaders.  u     u     • 

There  was  nothing,  as  ho  perceived,  in  the  Speech,  that  m 
the  finalleft  mcnrure  determined  what  the  objea  of  the  war 
really  was,  or  at  what  ftage  of  it,  any  hopes  were  to  he  in- 
du'ged  of  peace.     Had  minifters  fpecified  diftirvftly  what  their 
views  adlually  were,  or  fhewn  to  his  convidion,  that  Giey 
aimed  at  nothing  unjuft  or  unreafonable,  he  would  have  been 
tlie  laft  in  the  Houfe  to  oppofe  it,  he  would  have  given  it  hi* 
hearty  approbation,  he  would  have  drained  every  nerve  in 
every  way  Providence  put  in  his  power  to  promote  and  faci- 
litate their  meafures.     But  when  called  to  fupport  a  war  of 
mutual  dcflruaion,  and  of  which  he  faw  no  end  but  m  crulh- 
ing  or  annihilating;   one  or  other  of  the  parties,  he  had  no 
opnonbut  to  grapple  for  his  own  fefety,  as  well  and  as  long  as 
he  could,  and^tliat,  he  was  decidedly  convinced,  was  only  to 
be  obtained  by  the  means  recommended  in  the  amendment* 
He  agreed  witli  minifters,  dmt  it  was  a  bad  time  for  making 
peace,    and  added,  that  from  them  fuch  a  propofition  could 
never  come  with  a  good  grace.     But  what  then  ?  The  Public 
could  never  fandlion  an  eternal  ftatc  of  hoftility.     And  in  all 
wars  one  of  the  parties  mufl  be  foiled.     This,  he  was  forry 
to  obfcive,  was  now  our  misfortune,  and  it  became  us  to 
bear  it   with  as  much  magnanimity    as  we  could.     But  he 
could  never  think  it  any  indignity,  in  nations  more  than  indi- 
viduals, for  the  weak   to  yield  to  the  ftrong  i  and  earneftly 
depiecatcd  the  madnefs  of  obftinately  perfifting  againft  a  force 
To   eminently  fuperior,   though    fainting    under   accumulated 
burdens  and  lofTes,  and  hardly  able  to  meet  the  enemy  any- 
where, in  the  defperate  prefumption  that  by  fome  miraculous 
intcrpofition,  or  uafbrefccn  but  favourable  accident,  we  may 
yet  fucceed. 

It  was  fuggefted,  that,  in  the  event  of  peace,  the  country 
would  be  over-run  with  Frenchmen,  who  might  infidioufly 
undermine  the  prefent  order  of  things,  and  cRtA  among  us 
a  revolution  fimilar  to  their  own.  He  knew  not  whether 
this  ftrange  infinuation  was  meant  as  a  libel  on  the  conftitu- 
tic.n,  or  the  peo]  le,  but  he  felt  it  equally  difrefpeftful  to  both. 
The  laws  of  the  country  were  not  (o  eafily  perverted  as  mi- 
nifters imagined,  and  he  thought  their  juftice  and  impartiality 
perfed\ly  competent  to  tlieir  own  prtfervation.  And  who 
doubted  but  the  principles  of  EngliOimen  would  always  be 
proof  enough  againft  the  influence  of  foreign  artifice  ?  What 
was  the  plain  and  obvious  drift  of  this  aflfeaed  apprehenfion^ 
but  tliat  fuch  refugees  and  ftrangers  as  might  attempt  to  dif- 
fuse 
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ftife  difloyal  notions  in  the  public  mind,  were  certain  to  fuc- 
cecd,  notwithftanding  the  general  and  deep-rooted  contempt 
in  which  it  was  fo  natural  tor  our  countrymen  to  regard  them? 
Wert  Britons  then  fo  perfecStly  weak  and  credulous  as  to  be- 
come the  dupes  of  thofc  whom  they  were  accuftomed  to  con- 
fidcr  as  the  moft  defpicable  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  What- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  minifters,  who  probably  were 
in  the  habit  of  depreciating  and  vilifying  the  good-natured  peo- 
ple of  England  in  proportion  to  their  own  ^cility  and  fuccefs  in 
deceiving  them,  he  entcruined  a  better  opinion  both  of  their 
hearts  and  heads,  as  he  never  could  reconcile  it  with  common 
fenfe,  that  cren  the  loweft  orders  among  us  could  be  in  any 
danger  from  the  communications  of  foreigners,  of  whofe  laji- 
guage  they  were  ignorant,  whofe.  habits  they  difliked,  and 
both  of  whom  were  fo  mutually  repulfive  to  each  other,  as  fel- 
dom,  even  on  the  moft  ordinary  occafions,  ever  to  affociate. 

The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  faid,  we  ought  to  follow 
up  with  vigour,  the  generous  exertions  of  war  in  which  the 
country  was  engaged.  He  was  at  a  lofs  how  t©  conftrue  this 
odd  phrafeology :  It  put  him  \n  mind  of  that  jumble  by  which 
fome  poets  of  antiquity  confounded  the  elements  ot  things. 
There  was,  at  leaft,  no  aiTociation  or  affinity  between  tne 
ideas  he  had  thus  put  together.  He  thought  it  an  eafy  matter 
for  minifters  and  ftatefmen  to  devifeat  their  leifure  the  means 
of  fupporting  what  they  were  pleafed  to  call  generous  exertions^ 
not  with  their  own,  but  the  riches  and  blood  of  a  gallant  and 
unfufpe<5l]ng  Public.  They  knew  nothing  of  the  diftreftes  it 
occafioned  among  thofe  who  immediately  felt  its  prefTures,  of 
being  violently  torn  from  their  families,  or  of  leaving  them 
deftitute  and  miferable,  and  of  having  all  the  cruelties,  hard- 
fliips,  and  horrors  of  a  military  life  impofcd  upon  them,  in- 
ftead  of  the  quiet  domeftic  habits  in  which  they  were  born 
and  bred.  To  thefe  direful  extremities,  thoufands  of  their 
fellow-creatures  are  daily  configned  by  their  order.  They 
prefcrtbe  the  duty,  but 'others  muft  fet  the  example.  All  the 
difficulty  or  inconvenience  which  falls  upon  them  is,  to  make 
out  a  plaufible  cafe  for  public  infpedion,  or  make  the  beft 
apology  they  can  when  their  conduct  is  cenfured  or  arraigned. 
But  was  not  diis  being  generous  at  the  expcnce  of  others, 
wantonly  fporting  with  the  lives  of  others,  and  a  liberality  in 
Ac  efFulion  of  blood  not  their  own  .^  He  would,  however, 
venture  to  afllire  them,  that,  for  fuch  generous  exertions  as 
thefe,  they  would  not  have  the  bleffing  of  the  widow,  or  the 
fetherlefs  ;  the  approbation  of  their  own  hearts,  or  that  of  any 
thinking,  fober,  or  good  mind. 

I  2  He 
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He  could  not  help  raking  notice  how  difFcrently  minifters 
now  f|H)kc  from  their  former  manner  of  exprefiing  themfelves 
in  that  Houfe.  Their  LordOiips  heard  no  more  of  that  highT 
founding  language  afFe(5ted  on  the  commencement  of  laft  cam- 
paign. Minifters,  as  it  was  {htewdly  fuggefted  they  would, 
were  now  compelled  to  lower  their  tone.  He  hoped,  whatever 
events  might  occur,  they  would  not  foon  forget  how  much 
they  had  been  humbled.  And  he  pledged  himfelf,  that  if  ever 
they  did  break  out  again,  he  (hould  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
on  his  Noble  Friends  [looking  at  fome  Oppoation  Lords 
who  fat  near  him]  to  be  their  remembrancers,  and  to  put 
them  in  mind  of  their  prefent  embarrafTment.  It  was  what  ho 
prefumed  ought  to  teach  them  moderation  and  deceiKy  as  long 
as  they  lived. 

Their  Lordfhi^s,  he  faid*  were  now  particularly  called  to 
obferve,  that  ia  the  very  crifis  of  fo  general  a  defertion  among 
our  allies,  minifters  betraj-ed  a  more  than  ordinary  propeniity 
fpr  pcofecuting  a  projec>,  which  none  in  the  world  deemed  prac- 
ticable but  therofclves.  They  probably  blafliedto  be  long^er 
found  in  a  company  they  had  but  lately  been  fo  folicitous  to  join, 
IntiuUi,  there  was  but  little  credit  accruing  from  fuch  affo- 
dates.  Their  Lordfnips  needed  but  caft  their  eyes  to  Poland, 
to  be  convinced  their  tcndercft  mercies  are  horrid  cruelty. 
There,  rbcnes  of  barbarity  had  been  recently  aftcd  enough  to 
make  every  perfon  of  the  leaft  humanity  fliudder,  as  were 
never  prtcedent-d  by  any  occurrence  either  feen  or  heard  of 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world ;  even  ftill  more  blac|t  and  atroci- 
Gas  than  the  fuccefllon  of  bloody  tragedies  which  diftinguilh- 
ed  the  flagitious  and  fanguinary  ufurpation  of  Robefpiarre, 
Their  Lordftiips  would  be  furprifcd  and  ftiocked  to  be  told, 
that  thefc  horrid  exceffes  were  committed  under  the  pretext 
of  fupporting  reliijion,  fociety,  and  regular  government, 
I  hey  would  wonder  ftill  more  when  they  unifcrftood  that 
they  were  fanaioned  by  the  confent  of  ftates  in  alliance  with 
ours,  and  they  could  not  but  feel  indignant  that  any  p»rt  of 
our  revenue  Ihould  be  appropriated  or  proftitwted.  only  by 
report,  in  abetting  and  aiding  a  conteft  which  merits  the  ex^ 
ccration  and  abhorrence  of  all  mankind, 
^^.  ^•'?'^-''^*f<y  "minded  their  LordOiips,  that  he  had  taken 
tnc  liberty  of  delivering  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjcd  of  the 
war  on  the  firft  day  of  the  laft  Scffian.  He  then  &id,lie  thought 
the  war  juft  and  neceffary,  and  he  was  ftill  of  opinion  that  it 
^"^^^l  ^^  r  P''^^"^^!  with  the  utmoft  energy  and  vigour ; 
Wd  that  after  an  unfortunate  campaign  it  was  not  a  &vourabt« 
opportunity  for  treatmg  with  a  view  to  peace,  even  if  there 
y^rc  a  regular  governing  power  in  France  to  treat  with, 

which 
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which  obirioufly  was  not  the  caft  at  prefent.  For  thefe  reafont 
he  would  vote  for  the  Addrefs ;  and  he  muft  (ay,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  |he  NoU^  Duke  [Leeds]  tnifconceived  the  paflage 
of  which  he  had  complained,  as  he  did  not  think  it  meant 
that  this  country  was  not  to  treat  with  France  while  (he  con- 
tinued a  Republic  i  but  merely  that  tlie  prefent  circumftances 
were  unpropitious  to  negotiation.  With  regard  to  the  fyftem 
of  the  war,  he  agreed  with  the  Noble  Marquis,  that,  if  the 
fyftera  was  not  adapted  Co  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  ft  ought  to 
be  amended  ^  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  amended. 

L^rJ  Grenvillf  rofe  to  take  notice  only  of  two  matters  al- 
luded to  by  two  Noble  Dukes,  ^ich  he  conceived  required 
a  fingle  word  of  explanation*  He  did  ofTure  his  Noble  Friend 
near  him  (the  Duke  of  Leeds),  that  the  paflage  in  the  Speech^ 
^o  which  he  had  obje£ted)  was  not  intended  to  convey  the 
meaning  which  he  had  conceived  it  imported,  vlx.  that  Great 
Britain  was  by  thofe  words  pledged  never  to. make  peace  with 
France  while  ihe  coi* tinned  a  Republic :  Nor  had  any  part  of 
his  argument  that  day  warranted  the  conclufion  drawn  from 
it  by  ibe  Noble  Duiie  who  had  fpoken  lately;  or  that  by  fair 
conftru6iion  it  could  be  confifiered  as  amounting  to  a  declaration, 
that  his  Majcfty's  minifters  were  determined  not  to  makepeace 
with  the  French  under  any  circumftances. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  Amendment,  when  the  Houfe 
divided ; 

Contents         -         it 
Not  Conttnts    95 
Proxies  1 2 

The  Addrefe  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  having  adjourned  during  pleafure,  in  binder  to 
ihape  the  motion  into  the  form  of  an  Addrefs  \  as  (bon  as  it 
was  refumedi  and  the  Addrefs  reported,  ^c  was  ordered  to  be 
preftnted  to  his  Majefty  in  ^  ufual  form. 

Earl  Stanh^f  then  rofe,  and  faid,  as  he  had  obferved  much 
difFerence  of  opinion  refpeding  the  obtainment  of  peace,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  which  induced  him  to  believe  that 
many  of  their  Lordlbips  were  fuicere  well-wiihers  for  that  ob- 
jefti  in  order  therefore  to  fmooth  the  way,  he  defired    to 

five  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  woUld  bring  forward  on 
Vidsy ;  and  as  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feflion  he  had  been 
told  from  the  Wooliack,  that  when  ^ny  Noble  Lord  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  motion  on  a  future  day,  it  was 
pxpedled  that  he  (hould  ftate  the  objed  of  it  i  be  would  inform 

their 
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their  Lordfliips,  that  his  motion  wouM  be  to  the  following 
purport : 

**  Tliat  this  country  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nalgovernment,  or  with  the  conftitution,  of  France." 

'ihi  Lord  Chancellor  told  his  Lardlhip,  that  as  there  was 
no  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  the  intention  to  adjourn 
to  Tuefday. 

Earl  Stanhopi  faid,  he  mud  infift  upon  his  day,  as  he  had 
mentioned  Friday  to  fcveral  Noble  Lords  who  had  left  die 
Houfe. 

On  the  queftion  being  about  to  be  put,  Lord  GrenvilU 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  leave  out  the  word 
**  Friday,"  and  infert  the  word  **  Tuefday,"  which  being 
carried)  the  Lords  were  ordered  to  be  fummoned  for  Tuefilay. 

The  following  are  the  Names  of  the  Peers  who  voted  for 

the  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs. 
Puke  of  Bedford  Earl  Stanhope  Earl  of  Albernarlc 

Marquis  of  Lanfdown     Earl  of  ThaneC  Earl  of  GuUdford 

Earl  of  Derbf  Earl  of  Kt  ckinghamfhire  Earl  of  Suflfblk 

Earlof  Tankerrille        Esrl  of  Egmooc  Lord  Cbed worth 

The  next  day  (Wcdnefday,  Dec.  31)  the  Lords  prefented 
their  Addrefs  to  his  Maieftv  at  St.  James's  i  to  which  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  return  the  following  moft  gracious  Anfwer : 

"  hfy  Lords, 

*'  I  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal  and  datiful  Addrefs,  and  particu- 
^*  larly  for  your  congratuLitiont  to  me  on  the  approaching  marriage  of 
**  my  fon  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

**  The  exprefllions  of  your  zeal  (at  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  for 
**  the  profperity  and  fafety  of  nyy  people,  and  your  aflurances  of  coiw 
**  currence  and  fiipport  in  that  line  of  conduct  from  which  alone,  la 
**  the  adtual  lituationof  affairs,  we  can  deri^'e  either  prefetit  fccurity^ 
**  or  future  CranquillUy,  cannot  but  be  highly  fatisfadlory  to  me.  The 
**  lirmnefs  and  perfeverance  of  Parliament,  and  the  fpirit  and  enetgy 
"  of  my  people,  will,  I  doubt  not,  lead  to  a  profperOMS  and  fuccefsf^ 
"  termination  of  this  great  contcft.'* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Dec.  y>. 

The  Speaker^  as  ufual,  was  fummoned,  as  foon  as  the  King 
was  fcatcd  on  the  throne  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  attend  his 
Majefty,  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  after  hearing  the 
King's  Speech  on*  opening  the  Parliament,  returned,  difrobed, 

and 
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and  haWng  taken  the  jchair,  ftated  to  the  Houfc  the  fcveral 
writs  that,  in  purfuance  of  his  legal  authority,  he  had  cauCod 
to  be  iffued  for  the  election  of  BurgefTes,  &c«  to  fill  the  feats 
vacated  duHog  the  rece&. 

Several  new  members  were  fworirin,  and  took  their  places. 

The  Speaker  then,  according  to  ufual  cuftom,  held  up  the 
<*  Bill  for  the  profecuting  of  Clandeftine  Outlawries ;"  and 
proceeding  to  read  it  for  the  firft  time,  was  opening  the  bre- 
viate  for  that  purpofe,  wheii  he  put  the  queftion,  ^^  That  this 
Bill  be  now  read.'' 

Mr.  Sheridan  immediately  rofe,  and  faid,  he  was  forry  to 
pfcfent  bimfelf  to  the  Chair  at  that  unufual  moment,  but  par- 
ticular circumftances  n^ade  it  abfolutely  neceflary.  He  was 
compelled  to  ftate  feme  objeftions  to  a  proceeding  which  bad 
commonly  pafled  without  any  obfervation — he  meant  the 
queftion  then  before  the  Hpufc,  vi%.  Whether  "  the  Bill  to 
prevent  Clandeftine  Outlawries  be  now  read  ?"  He  objected 
to  putting  that  queftion  upon  this  ground :  It  had  been  the  uni- 
form praSice  of  the  Houfe  to  read  that  Bill  on  the  opening  of 
every  Se^Iion  of  Parliament,  before  they  proceeded  to  take 
his  Majefty's  Speech  into  confideration ;  this  he  underftood  to 
be  a  cuftom  for  the  purpofe  of  expreffing  the  right  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  proceed  to  any  bufinefs  that  they  thought 
proper,  previous  to  taking  into  confideration  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne.  He  thought  this  right  not  an  ufelefs,  barren  trifle, 
but  a  right  to  be  infifted  upon  upon  necefTary  occafions  for 
any  practical  good  purpofe.— He  conceived  the  opportunity 
was  come  for  aiferting  that  right,  and  this  he  did  by  way  of 
enforcing  the  principle  in  the  ttrongeft  manner  poiTible.  With 
that  view,  he  muft  objeft  in  form  to  the  reading  of  the  Bill 
propofed  to  be  read,  in  order  to  introduce  a  motion  upon 
another  fid^jed.  -  I'hey  were  called  upon  ferioufly  to  advife 
his  Majefty,  in  a  time  the  moft  extraordinary,  in  a  fituation 
the  moft  criticid  and  alarming,  upon  a  fubjeft  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  this  country  at  large,  as  well  as  to  every  mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe ;  and,  before  they  could  fay  they  were  in  a 
proper  fituation  to  give  fit  advice  to  his  Majefty,  io  a  free, 
fair,  and  impartial  manner,  it  was  eflentially  neceflary  that 
they  ftiould  themfetves  be  free,  which  could  not  with  any 
colour  of  reafon  be  faid  to  be  the  cafe  while  the  Habeas  Corpus 
ASt  remained  fufpended.  His  objed  therefore  was,  after  this 
queftion  was  negatived,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  the  h&.  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  which 
iiiipended  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad.  He  was  confident  thero 
could  be  no  obj^dtion  from  minifters  to  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, unlefs  they  would  aftert,  that  there  does   exift    at  this 

momer" 
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moment  the/ame  patraitiount  neceflltjr  as  that  on  which  thef 
groundeif  the  fufijenfion  of  the  Hakeas  Corpus  AS^  thcrcbV 
ikpriving  every- Englifhman  of  a  right  which  is  mod:  deju*  to 
him.  If  he  was  told,  that  the  Bill  which  he  now  wiftied  to 
repeal  had  but  a  very  ihort  time  to  run ;  or,  if  he  fliould  be 
told  it  wa^  not  intended  to  be  renewed  ^  he  would  au&ver,  that 
he  would  not  &i6er  fuch  a  Bill  to  die  a  natural  deatii  ^  that 
lie  would  not  wait  a  month,  &  week,  a  day,  or  a  lingle  mo^ 
ment,  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  without  calling  .on 
that  Houfe  tb  a£l  as  independent,  fair,  honourable,  and  free 
agents  for  the  Public ;'  but  would  defend  thofe  rights  t>f  the 
People  which  had  been  invaded  by  rainifters,  but  which 
rights,  the  People,  if  fairlv  left  to  the  exercife  of  them,  would 
never  abufe.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that,  unlefs  th^ 
Houfe  ihould  teftify  a  difmclinatton  to  the  meafure,  he  (hould 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  ^a  Bill,  io  repeal  the  Ad  of  the  laft 
Seffion  of  Pafliament  tbrfafpendingthei/tf^Afi  Corpus  A6L*' 

J^r,  Siiritsfj  Duiubn  objc£led  to  this  mode  of  proceeding ; 
he  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bill  for  the  fulpenfion  of  iSke 
Habeas  C&rpu9  A£t,  the  Houfe  would  have  a  future  opportu* 
nity  of  conndeKing  that  point ;  all  that  'ought  regularly  to  be 
£ud  now,  was,  that  it  was  a  point  not  (p  clear  as  the  Honour-^ 
^le  Gentleman  aiFeded  to  ftate  it  s  but  was  one  which  would 
require^*  much  conitderation  of  ihe  Houfe.  He  was  ready 
however  to  declare^  there  did  not  ^pear  to  him  any  reafon  for 
ahering  his  opinion  upon  that  fubjea  $  and  unlefs  he  heard  very 
ilrong  reafons  to  the*  contrary,  he  fiiould  continue  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Hahias  Corpus  A6k  ought 
to  remain,  and  even  to  ht  renewed.  At  any  rate,  he  muft 
objeA  to  any  further  dtfcuffiOn  of  that  fubjed  at  prefent,  be^ 
caufe  the  diicuffion  was  premature^   • 

Mr.  Jokyl  fiud,  he  had  fek  (atisfiidion  from  what  he  had 
heard,  for  it  g^ve  him  information  on  a  very  material  point, 
that  the  miniiters  had  made  up  their  minds  for  the  renewral  of 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Hahoas  Corpus  A&.  He  expe<^ed  from 
the  candour  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  that  he  fliould  not  hiave  rniifttd  now  on  the  propriety  of 
contimung  the  fufpmifion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t  without 
affigning'iome  reafon  for  if.  The  objedl  wa5>  that  the  Houfe 
fliould  not  continue-  ihackied }  but  by  continuuig  this  Bill  it 
was  as  much  as  telling  the  Houfe,  You  fliall  mot  be  unbound^ 
you  fliall  not  be  utiiiBttered,  vou  fliall  not  be  en^itted  to  think 
until  February  next.  Good  God  !^  were  the  I^ouie  to  feel 
themfehres  relpe^cd  by  fuch  condu£l  ?  He  fearqd  they  were 
not,  by  this  and  fome  odier  €ondu£^  in  which  rolmiiers  bore 
a  confiderablc  part.    This  led  him  to  think  on  many  events^ 

and 
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and  particularly  on  tfade  of  the  late  trials  for  High  Treaibn* 
There  never  was  a  time  which  called  for  ArlSt  inquiry  into  thc^ 
coadu6l  of  minifters  more  dian  the  prefent  did.  The  Houfe  had^ 
on  the  fuggeftion  of  certain  perfons,  declared  there  exifted  a 
plot  in  this  country,  thereby  in  a  great  meafure  prejudging ;uid 
preventilig  the  &ir  operation  of  the  Grand  J^ry.     Ferfons 
were  accufed  on  that  occafion,  and  many  things  were  publifh* 
cd  againft  the  accufed,  and  even  threats  held  out  in  papers- 
well  known  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Government,  in  orde? 
to  bring  about  a  verdi<^  contrary  to  the  good  fenfe,  the  honour^ 
and  the  juftice  of  the  jury  who  tried  the  indictments.     Their 
verdi£^s,  however,  were  well  known ;  and  the  pradlical  in* 
ference  fromthefe  trials  was,  that  there  never  exined  any  fuch 
plot  as  was  ftated  to  exift,  and  that  there  was  no  occaiion  foe 
ihutting  up  individuals  for  fix  months  upon  fuch  charges  as  had 
been  preferred  againft  them.      But  he  hoped  the  Skf,  would 
come  wiien  fuch  praAtces  would  be  fairly  exam&Hed,  and  when 
the  moft  abominable  inferences  of  treaibnable  intent,  and  all 
that  new-fangled  fpecies   of  trcafon  which  had  been  intro- 
duced, and  which  was  unknown  to  the  law  of  this  country,, 
would  be  refuted  in  that  Houfe^  in  the  manner  they  delerved. 
A  Member  on  the  Treafury  fide  of  the  Hoiue  faid,  be 
ibould  oppofe  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  C$rpus  KSt  when 
the  proper  time  came  for  difcuffing  it}  but  that  be  could  no|t 
agree  to  any  departure  from  the  uhial  mode  of  proceeding  wi 
the  firft  day  of  the  Seffion,  more  efpecially  at  a  period  when 
every  thing  that  might  admit  of  a  conftru^on  difreQ^e^ul  to 
his  Majefty  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Mitford)  faid,  although  it  had 

been  aflerted,  tliat  a  jury  had  determined  that  no  plot  or  con- 

fpiracy  exifted  in  diis  country  to  juftify  the  fu4>enfion  of  die 

Habeas  Corpus  h6t\  fo  for  was   he  from  agreeing  in  that 

afiertion,  that  he  was  ready  to  declare,  the  evidence  on  the 

trials  alluded   to,   proved  beyond  the  poffibiiity  of  a  doubt^    ' 

Ae  exiftence  of  that  confpiracy.     The  verditfis  he  confidered 

to  anK>unt  only  to  this,  that  the  perfbns  tried  could  not  be 

tried  again  for  the  fame  a£i  \  but  fo  far  from  negativing  a  con- 

Ipiracy,  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  parties  who  had  been  ac- 

cufedy  and  who,  after  his  being  acquitted,  was  examined  on 

another  trial  (he  meant  Mr.  John  Home  Tooke),  expref^ly 

avowed  the  exiftence  of  that  confpiracy. 

Mr.  BrandKtsg  called  Mr.  Mitford  to  order.  He  faid,  that 
fitting  as  an  independent  member  in  that  Houie,  he  could 
not  hear  the  rights  of  juries  thus  reviled)  be  thought  fuch 
refle&ions  extremely  diforderly. 

Voi;L  K  The 
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was  to  be  maintained  i  a  doQrine,  which,  if  permitted  to  pafs 
in  any  place  where  the  pobfeation  of  opinion  was  important^ 
might  in  tin:ie  be  infifted  upon  as  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
Learned  Gentleman  faid,  that  the  evidence  upon  the  trials 

{>royed  the  eziflence  of  a  treafonabk  plot:  He  might  think. 
0  ;  but  did  the  jury  think  fo  ?  Moil  unqueftionably  they  did 
not*.  Tlie  jury  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  fpeech  of 
that  Learned  Gentleman^  but  it  did  not  convince  them  ;  and, 
Mr.  Fox  faid»  he  believed  it  w<^uld  have  had  no  better  efied 
upon  himfelf.  The  Learned  Gentleman  faid  he  was  better 
informed  than  the  Jury  :  But  it  did  not  appear  from  that  ob* 
fervadon,  that  the  Learned  Gentleman  had  communicated  that 
fuperior  knowledge,  either  on  the  trials  on  that  occafion,  or- 
to  the  Houfe  on  this.  Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  the  acquittals 
of  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Thclwall,  and  all  the  other 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  indi^ied  as  authors  of  a  treafonable 
confpifacv  and  plot,  on  which  it  had  been  maintained  in  that 
Houfe,  that  extraordinary  ftcps  ought  to  be  taken. 

The  jury  had  negatived  the  exiftcnce  of  that  confpiracy  and 
plot,  by  .finding  them  all  Not  Guiliy^ — ^That  jury  were  not  men 
who  had  favours  to  aflc  of  Govern  menti^-they  were  not  place- 
men or  peniioners,  not  men  who  fat  as  Members  in  that  Houfe 
agreeing  to  the  Report  of  a  Committee^  and  afterwards  voting 
for  the  lufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Cot  f  us  AA,  and  then,  perhaps, 
witliina  month,  called  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  No ;  they  were 
men  who  honcilly  and  confcientioufly  performed  their  duty, 
and  he  believed  they  performed  it  well,  to  the  fatisfafbion  of 
thel'ublici  and  happy  indeed  it  was  for  the  people  of  this 
country  that  their  lives  and  characters,  and  every  thing  ther 
held  moil  dear,  were  in  fuch  hands.  How  then  (lood  the  cafe  r 
A  Committee  of  that  Houfe  had  declared  there  exifled  a  trea<^ 
fonable  confpiracy  in  this  country  \  the  jury,  by  their  verdid, 
had  denied  its  extftence.  He  did  not  aik  the  profecutors  whe« 
ther  they  were  fatisfied  of  (he  exiftence  of  a  plot ;  he  dared  fay 
they  were ;  but  he  would  aflc  a  jury,  and  they  would  anfwer 
him  there  was  no  fuch  plot.  And  was  if  the  opinion  of  a 
Crown  Lawyer  or  the  opinion  of  an  Engliih  Jury,  with  regard 
to  the  character  of'  an  individual,  whofe  conduct  had  come 
under  judicial  inveftigatioH,that  the  Houfe  would  prefer?  With 
thefe  refledlioDs,  he  thought  his  Honourable  Friend  judicious 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  as  early  as  pc^Hbie  to  the 
liibjefl  ;  for,  if  time  were  given,  frcOi  plots,  new  falfe  alarms 
and  confpiracics, might  be  refortcd  to  and  brought  up  %o  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofcs  as  the  laft.  '  They  would  call  out  their  new 
John  Nokes  and  Thomas  Stiles,  and  all  the  herd  of  their  fpies, 
to  fupport  fuch  plots  i  a|^  tiiexefore>  to  avoid  the  poffibility  of 
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fee  the  motion  intended  to  be  made  by  hi«  Hon«  Friend  ought 
not  to  be  obje£led  to.  The  Houfe^;for  the  purpofe  of  affert- 
ing  their  own  dignity  and  independence,  and  not  from  a  dcfire 
-of  (hewing <iifrcfpc£l  to  the  Crown,  for  that  would  at  all  times 
be  improper  in  the.Houfe  of  Commons^  had  proceeded  to 
read  4  Bill,  or  do  any  other  a£^,  previous  to  taking  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  into  their  confideration.  This  they  had  done 
originally  for  eftablifhing^and  afterwards  for  continuing,a  right 
which  inconteftably  belonged  to  them  ^  and  it  was  a  right  rhey 
"(houjd  continue  to  enjoy,  hecaufe  it  was  beneficial  to  the  Puti- 
Jic  That  being  the  view  he  had  of  the  fubje£l^  he  confcfTed 
that  all  the  debate  which  had  arifen  on  the  obfervation  of  his 
Hon.  Friend  was  (Iridly  rej^ular ;  for   it  certainly  was  as  re- 

Sular  for  one  perfon  to  affert,  as  it  was  for  another  to  deny 
le  exiftenee  of  a  plot.  He  lidened  with  great  attention,  as 
he  ought  to  do,  to  what  he  heard  from  the  Solicitor  General » 
and  indeed  he  was  induced  to  fuppofe^from  his  arguraent8>that 
he  did  not  believe  there  was  a  plotexifting  ;  but,  as  he  alTert- 
cd  it,  it  ought  not  to  he  denied  to  be  his  opinion.  The  Learned 
<Oentleman  had  given  his  own  opinion  on  thefe  trials,  and  he 
had  alfo  taken  notice  of  the  deciflon  of  the  jury.  Ii\  giving 
bis  own  opinion,  even  afthough  his  arguments  fhould  be  againft 
if,  he  had  a  right  to  (late  it  as  his  opinion :  But  it  did  not 
appear  that  tie  jury  had  given  him  any  authority  to  fay  any 
thing  for  them.  With  regard  to  the  verdift  of  acquittal  of  a 
jury^  JMr.  Fox  faid,  he  underftood  it  to  be,  in  the  language  of 
the  conilitution  of  this  country,  ^n  eftabllfliment  of  the  inno- 
cence of  the  accufed't  a  complete  ju ft  iiication  of  the  perfons 
indi£led.  But  he  had  heard  language  that  night  which  was  to 
him  entirely  new;  for  he  had  been  told,  that  the  verdift  of- 
acquittal  was  no  more  than  that  the  accufed  party  (hould  not 
be  tried  again.  That  was  a  definition  of  .law  which  tended  to 
annihilate  a  privilege  which  was  the  fureft  bulwark  of  our  con- 
iiitution,  and  confound  every  diftin<Slion  between  guilt  and  in- 
nocence i  he  trufted  tlverefore  he  {hould  never  hear  that  dodlrine 
again,  even  from  the  colleagues  of  that  Learned  Gentleman. 
fie  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear  his  fpeech  on  the  late 
trials,  but  there  appeared  to  him,  from  what  he  had  heard  of 
that  fpeech,  to  be  a  repetition  of  confulerablc  parts  of  it  to- 
nieht.  The  Learned  Gentleman  had  infilled  on  theexiftencc 
of  a.treafonablc  plot,  hecaufe  it  appeared  that  there  were  fomc 
pierfoas  whp  wimed  for  Univerfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parlia- 
ments; .*nd  hecaufe  Addrefles  had  been  prefented  to  the 
French  Convention,  or  hecaufe  any  of  .thcfe  perfons  held  opi- 
4iion5  upon  political  fubjed^s  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  Learned 
^ciuleiwfi.    Jt  was  thus  the  doflriiic  af  conllruaivc  treafon 
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the  conftkutional  operation  of  a  rcvdiSt  of  acquittal  in  a  Court 
of  Juftice.  His  Right  Honourable  Friend  had  faid  tnat  fuch 
an  acquittal  was  a  complete  eftabliChment  of  innocence,  and  » 
completejuftificatson  of  the  accufed.  Solittle  did  he  think  that  to 
be  the  caie»  that  noperfon  was  bound  to  come  tx>  that  concluiion 
for  himfelf  in  that  Houfe.  Out  of  the  Houfe  it  was  unquef* 
tionably  cverv  man's  duty  not  to  arraigu  the  verdiA  of  any  jury^ 
But  in  that  Houfe  there  was  no  fuch  injun£Hon  when  the  fub- 
IcCt  came  to  be  difcufied.  Neither  the  prefumption  of  com-> 
mon  fenie^  nor  any  rule  of  legiflative  difcuHion,  required  that 
any  Member  of  that  Houfe  (hould  agree  in  declaring  that  a 
lerfon  was  wholly  and  entirely  innocent  of  an  offence  laid  to 
discharge,  becaufe  he  (lood  acquitted  in  a  Court  of  Juftice. 
As  well  might  it  be  faid  that  an  houfe-breaker»  a  highwayman^ 
or  a  pick-pocket,  acquitted  at  the  SeOiofi-houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey« 
was  as  fair,  pure,  and  honourable  a  charadier  as  his  Right  Ho- 
nourable Friend,  merely  becaufe,  by  the  technical  rules-  and 
forms  of  a  Court  of  Law,  he  (hould  be  entitled  to  hisacquittaL 
Every  man  accu domed  to  attend  Courts  of  Juftice,  knew 
tliat  many  guiky  men  were  acquitted  j  not  becaufe  any  real 
doubts  mi^ht  be  entertained  of  their  guilt,  hut  becaufe  they 
were  entitled  to  that  acquittal  by  the  ftri<3:  rules  of  legal  eri- 
dence.  He  obferved  he  did  not  cxpaGt  to  hear  it  argued,  that 
merely  on  an  acquittal,  and  without  attending  to  any  othcc 
circumftances,  the  accufed  party  muft  he  confidcred  as  purely 
innocent.  He  fliould  not  arraign  the  verdi^  of  a  jury  any 
^here  elfe,  nor  did  he  wi(h  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  fubje<fi« 
The  jury  were  conftituted  as  they  ought  to  be  conftituted^ 
they  were  nominated  by  the  SherifF^  in  the  ufual  form,  and 
returned.  On  the  time  for  proceeding  to  the  challenges,  \ 
vaft  number  of  them  appeared  to  be  difqualified^  fcarcely 
enough  attending  to  allow  the  prifoner  his  peremptory  chal- 
lengesy  and  the  Crown  the  challenges  in  the  form  of  law  re- 
quired. The  jury  need  not  be  clearly  fattsfied  of  the  entire 
innocence  of  the  party  accufed,  in  order  to  acquit  him  :  If 
there  was  a  doubt  in  their  mmd,  that  doubt  was  fufhcient 
ground  for  their  acquittal.  But  would  any  man  fay,  that  be- 
caufe,. upon  fuch  a  doubt,  they  mieht  acquit,  therefore  there 
was  no  ground  for  the  charge,  or  diat  the  party  was  entirely 
innocent  ? 

It  had  been  faid,  that  doQrines  of  High  Trcafon,  which 
were  dangerous  to  the  law,  had  been  maintained  on  the  late 
itriah.  He  knew  not  to  whom  in  particular  that  obfervatioA 
was  directed.  He  was  ready  to  take  the  refponfibility  on  him^ 
felf  for  what  he  had  faid  upon  thefe  trials.  He  alfo  had  noticed 
much  of  what  had  been  ^id  by  others  j   a^d  in^  no  inftance 

did 
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^id  there  appear  to  him  any  thing  that  cpuld  warrant  Tuch  at;» 
•obfcrvation*  The  two  Learned  Gentlemen  who  took  the  IcaA 
in  theprofecutions,  had  fo  conduced  themfelves  as  to  rivQt 
fcis-eilecm  to  them  for  ever.  He  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  he  fhould  have  fat  filent,  if  he  had  not  heard  fome  doc- 
trines, which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  refuted,  efpeci^illy 
as  they  came  from  an  authority  fo  juftly  and  fo  highly  re- 
fpec>cd. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  explain.  He  feid,  he  copld  never  fpeak  of 
the  Hon. and  Learned  Gentleman,  bul  with  rcfpe£l.  No  refpcft 
ercftecm^however,  which  he  might  have  for  him  (hould  bias,  his 
opinion  upon  any  fubjeft*  ,  But  it  was  certainly  to  him  that  he 
alluded,  as  cpmbining  the  authQrit;|of  a  Judge  with  the  charac- 
ter of  an  Advocate.  He  (hould  certainly  not  have  made  the  al- 
lufion,  if  he  did  not  think  his  doarines  hoRilc  to  the  con- 
ftitution.  He  did  not  mean  to  infmuatc  that  the  Learped  Ser- 
jeant had  delivered  any  opinion  as  ai>  Advocate,  which  he 
(Mr.  Adair)  did  not  believe  to. be  a  juft  one.  Notwithftand- 
ing  that,  Mr.  Fox  obferved^  that  nothing  fliould  deter  him 
from  delivering  his  own,  the  more  efpecially  upon  points  that 
involved  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  every  honeft  man  ia 
this  country.  He  muft  therefore  declare,  that  much  of  the 
dodrine  niaintained  on  the  late  trials  for  High  Treafon  was 
contrary,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  to  the  letter  and  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  Aft  of  Parliament  of  the  25th  of  Edward  IIL  and,  as 
far  as  he  had  examined,  not  warranted  upon  any  good  legd 
authority  j  a  doftrine  which  he  knew  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  fpirit  of  any  good  law,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  dif^ 
gufting  to  the  moft  enlightened  independent  people  of  Great 
Britain.  AV^ith  refped  to  tl^  effe£l  of  the  verdift  of  the  jury^ 
2^1  he  had  .pronounced  was  the  opinion  of  the  jury:  They- 
'had  exprefled  no  doubts,  and  he  knew  of  none  :  Therefore 
fee  took  it  as  it  appeared,  that  the  accufed  were  inmeenty  be- 
caufe  they  were  pronounced  Not  Guilty.  .He  had  no  difficulty 
x«  faying,  his  opinion  coincided  with  that  of  the  jury.  If 
there  was  any  difference,  it  was  only  that  he  thought  they 
fliould  have  told  the  prifoncrs,  **  You  need  not  enter  upon  your 
defence,  you  are  acquitted,  becaufe  the  evidence  for  thcCrowft 
isinfuffiqient.'*    , 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  would  not  advert  to 
much  of  wha|;  he  had  heard  upon  thisfu'np:6l  on  the  otheir 
fide,  becaufe  pr>per  artfv^'cr^  had  been  ^y.^a-n  to  moft  of  the 
arguments  already.  }Ic,  wiilicd  tl.c  Ilouic  to  recoiled  what 
the  q^ueftiph  was,  \vL!ch  w<is  novv-  before  them.  .It  was  pet- 
feftly  true  tJiat,  v.\  point  of  form,  a  IjIU  (hould  be  read  previ- 
ous to  the  entcru'v;  ;>i' ilic  diicullion  of -the  Speech  frnm  the. 
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Throne,  and  therefore  z  motion  for  it  was  always  made^  but 
it  was  always  a  motion  of  formi  and  he  believed  jt  would  be 
difficult  to  find,  in  the  courfe  of  pra£lical  bufinefs,  an  ia<- 
fiance  where  this  was  any  thing  but  the  form  of  prefervtng 
an  ancient  and  important  ri^t  oiF  the  Houfe  of  Common^ 
No  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  right  which  the  Houfe 
had  to  enter  upon  ferioiis  bufinefs  pfevious  to  the  difcudion 
of  his  Majefty*s  Speech;  but  this  was  a  right  which  was  only 
to  be  ufed  in  cafes  of  extreme  urgence.  What  was  the 
cafe  here  ?  Ah  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  that  a  certain  Bill^ 
Ac  operation  of  which  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpyj  A€tf  ought 
to  be  repealed  immediately.  What  reafon  was  there  for  re- 
pealing itjuft  atthat  time  r  There  could  be  none>  unle(s  it 
was  meant  to  be  alleged,  that  what  Parliament  had  a£led  upon^ 
after  due  deliberation,  had  been  difproved  ;  or  that  the  con* 
.Au6t  of  Government  had  been  fo  reprehenfible  that  they  had 
jnanifeftly  abufed  the  difcretion  which  had  been  cntrufted  to 
.them. 

Would  any  of  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
take  thefe  grounds*  and  juftify  either  of  thefe  propofitions? 
They  faid  the  Jury  had  negatived  the  exiftence  of  a  plot.  In 
his  opinion  they  had  done  no  fuch  thing.  They  had  negatived 
the  exiftence  of  the  charge^  upon  the  proof  exhftited  within 
the  line  of  law*  in  the  manner  and  form  dated  in  the  indid- 
rnent^    they  had  not  difproved  the  exiftence  of  the  ferioua 

Sounds  of  alarm^  or  negatived  that  part  of  the  charge  which 
d.been  the  reafon  and  caufe  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  JF£j« 
heaj  Corpus  A£t,  namely,  that  thefe  perfons  were  parties  to  a 
iconfpiracy)  if  not  of  treafon,  to  a  crime  as  great  in  moral 
guilt,  and  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  as  trtafon,  ot 
any  other  offence,  poffibly  could  be.  The  verdi£l  of  acquittal^ 
therefore,  was  not  to  be  confidered  conclufive  evidence  to  the 
fatisfafiion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Ha*- 
bias  Corpus  ASt  ought  to  be  repealed.  He  was  for  one  pre- 
pared to  argue  that  all  the  fubftantial  grounds  (he  Ipoke  not 
.of  formal  or  technical  trcafon,  but  of  that  fpecies  of  moral 
guilt  and  dangerous  tendency  which  made  precaution  necef- 
lary,  atid  which  he  believed  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  at 
large  was  as  dcftru£tive  to  the  (late  as  any  treafon  what- 
ever) were  proved  upon  thefe  trials.  Whether  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A£t,  he  would  not  then  argue,  becaufe  it  was  not  then  necef- 
fary to  argue  it.  He  could  not,  however,  leave  it  without 
faying  that  he  faw  no  reafon  for  abandoning  the  caution  which 
the  Legiflature  had  provided.     He  muft  alfo  add)  that  if  it 
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fliould  appear  after  the  trials  of  the,  per&n$  charged  in  the 
indi£knient  for  high  treafon,  it  has  not  been  fupported^  fo  as 
to  lead  to  the  proof  of  legal  gutlc  againft  the  individuaU ;  ify 
nererthclefs,  the  perfbns  charged  have  been,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Publicy  guilty  of  a  deiign  as  dangerc^s  as  any  that  ever 
was  attempted^*  which  did  not  come  within  the  degree  of  pu* 
niihrnent  that  the  Jaw  at  prefent  provides,  Parliament  would 
then  do  wifely  to  conOder  whether  more  or  lefs,  precaution  tp 
prevent  fach  mifchief  fliould  be  adopted.     He  would  notauti- 
cipate  what  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  would  be  upon  that 
fubjed  ;  nor  would  he  then  declare  his  opinion  on  it.     But 
he  would  not  admlt^the  queftton  to  have  been  decided  on  the 
certain  grounds,  and  particularly  the  high  tone  which  had 
been  adopted  that  day.     He  then    proceeded  to  juflify  the 
officers  of  Government  as  to  the  length  of  the  confinement 
of  the  perfbns  who  Hood  charged*  and  contended , that  they 
lufiered  no  hardfliips  to  which  they  would  not  have  been  fub« 
jeStcdf  }^nd£tthc  charges  exhibited  againft  them^  if  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Aft  had  never  been  fufpended.     He  obfervcd  thaGt 
Government  were  juftified  in  the  accufalions  they  made  againft 
them  on  the  evidence  which  they  had  an  opportunity  of  hear* 
ing ;  they  cottld  but  hear  one  fide,  the  defence  was  not  open 
to  them.    On  what  they  heard,  thefe  perfons  were  committed^ 
regularly  charged  by  their  indiftments,    and  •  thefe   indift* 
ments  were  found  true  brils  by  the  grand  jury.     No  higher 
j unification  could  be  had,  and  that  he  confidered  as  an  ample 
and  fufficient  anfwer  to  all  complaints  againft  the  accufations* 
Under  all  thefe  ctrcuraftanceSi  there  was  nothing  which  could 
or  ought  to  decide  the  mind  of  any  impartial  man  againft  the 
continuance  and  renewal  of  the  fufpenfiou  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Aft«    It  was  a  meafure  now  as  much  as  ever  a  necef- 
fary  provifion  for  the  public  fafety.     But  leaving  all  thefe 
points  behind^  there  teas  not-hing,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer faid,  in  what  had  been  urged  that  night,  that  ought 
to  induce  the  Houfe  not  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  on  which  the 
public  attention  was  earneftly  fixed,  and  to  depart  from  the 
ordinary  mode  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  LambtoH  faid,  he  confidered  the  verdift  pf  a  jury  in 
acquitting  any  perfon  charged  with  a  crime,  to  be  conclufive 
evidence  in  juftice,  in  morals,  and  in  common  fenfe,  and  a 
complete  juftification  of  innocence.  He  exprefled  great 
indignation  at  fome  of  the  doftrine  delivered  that  night 
from  the  minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  declared  that  after 
what  he  had  heard  he  fliould  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  it  pro- 
pofed  from  that  quarter,  that  a  Baftile  ibould  be  erected  ia 
this  country. 
Vol.1.  I#  Mr. 
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JIf  r«  Sheridan  m  reply>  tool  notice  ihortly  of  ail  the  obfcrr* 
stiont  which  had  been  made  on  his  propofed  motion.  Ht 
faid  that  the  Bill,  the  readin|r  of  which  he  oppofed,  was  **  a 
Bill  for  preretiting  Clandeftinc  Outlawries."  He  had  no  c^ 
jeAion  to  luch  a  Bill ;  but  what  he  chiefly  had  in  rieW)  was 
to  prevent  &  Bill  for  the  clandeiline  outlawry  of  the  Hattat 
Corpus  ACt,  and  the  beft  fecuhties  for  the  Hres  and  liberties 
of  the  people.  When  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fpoke  of 
the  fulpcnfion'  haYine  been  roted  on  folcmn  deHberation,  he 
was  not  in  the  highe/t  form  of  memorj^  for  it  was  hurried 
through  the  Houfe  with  unprecedented  precipitation^  in  only 
two  days,  and  without  cten  the  formaTity  of  a  previous  no* 
tice.  By  the  trials  for  treafon  and  the  declaration  of  a  Learn* 
cd  Gentleman,  it  appeared  that  there  were  at  leaft  two  cul* 
prits,  viz.  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  who  had  either 
profecuted  perfons  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  fuppofed 
confpiracTi  or  negleded  to  bring  forward  the  evidence  to 
convi£l  tnem»  although  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  Cuch  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  it  was  not  necefiary  for  him  then  t^ 

Eirfift  in  his  motion,  he  could  make  it  at  any  time  be  pleafed. 
e  had  hinted  already  that  if  the  Houfe  did  not  wifh  to  hear 
it  then,  he  would  not  perfifl  in  it.  The  time  would  foon 
come  when  the  fufajeA  would  be  ferioofly  difcufled.  He 
took  therefore  that  opportunity  of  civinff  notice,  that  as  everj 
word  he  had  that  day  heard  from  the  othet  fide  of  ehe  Houie 
had  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A&  was  intended  to  be  renewed  when  the  pre- 
fent  A(k  expired,  he  (hould  take  the  earlieft  day  he  could  to 
bring  forward  the  difcuffion.  He  was  determined  to  allow 
mtnifters  no  time  to  concert  new  plans  for  exciting  alarm,  no 
time  to  make  fre(h  falfe  accufations,  no  time  to  marflial  and 
arrange  fpics,  but  to  call  at  once  upon  the  minifters  for  their 
rcafods  for  continuing  to  deprive  the  people  of  this  country 
of  their  deareft  rights,  after  every  honeft  man  was  convinced 
that  the  whole  ftory  of  plots  and  confpiracies  was  nothing 
but  a  wicked  fabrication.  He  took  notice  of  the  obfervations 
of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  as  to  the  right  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment had  in  that  Houfe  to  rcvife  the  opinion  of  a  jury.  He 
differed  entirely  from  the  learned  Serjeant,  for  he  thought 
that  Houfe  vras  the  laft  place  in  England  in  which  fuch  a  ver* 
did  {hculd  be  arraigned.  He  adverted  alfo  to  the  obfcrvation 
of  the  Chancellor  oF  the  Exchequer,  of  the  grand  jury  having 
found  the  bill  againft  the  perfons  who  were  tried  for  high 
treafon.  That  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  forgotten  to  take 
notice  that  that  and  the  other  Uoufe  of  Parliamem  had  pre* 

viosfly 
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Vioufly  found  their  bills  upon  the  very  (june  fubje A  by  dieir 
Reports.  That,  amongft  others,  was  a  very  ftrong  reafon  why 
that  Houle  fliould  be  extremely  caiUiou3  in  faying  or  doing 
any  ^ng,  that  might  tend  to  countcrafl  the  imprefion,  whicja 
die  verdi£t8  of  acquittal  had  juftly  made  on  the  public  mind  ; 
becaole  it  would  appear*  by  their  fecond  interference  in  this 
eztraHttdidad  proceedings  as  if  they  w«re  eodeavoucing  to  fnp- 
port  their  own  former  dc<Hfion  againft  the  honeft  opinion  of 
different  Eheliih  juries  and  mankind  in  general.  He  obferved 
alio,  that  tne  charge  of  high  trejafoQ*  or  treafonable  con« 
^»aacy»  had  that  day  aduaUy  been  given  up>  even  by  the  mi- 
atfter  himfelf  i  however,  for  the  purpofe  of  continuing  the 
fiifpenfion  of  the  Hahas  C&rpus  A€t»  he  might  6nd  tt  fervice* 
^e  to  has  views  to  allege^  that  there  exifted  a  fpecies  of  mi- 
nor conf|nracy;  and  it  oc^t  to  be  remembered  that  if  this  mi- 
nor con^^incy  only  had  been  alleged  originally,  the  minifter 
wcmld  not  have  been  empowered  by  lav  to  feixe  the  p^ers 
of  the  accufed  party^  for  nothing  (Hort  of  a  pofitive  charge 
of  high  ireafon  could  have  juftified  that  ftep.  He  concluded 
with  giving  notice  that  he  (hould  next  day  name  the  earlieft 
day  pmSble  for  the  difcuffion  of  this  important  fid>je£l. 

The  Bill  for  prev^entiiig  Qandeftine  Outlawries  was  then 
lead. 

THIRD  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Mr.  BberidoH  roit  again  and  fatd,  he  wasforry  to  tntemipt 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day  a  fecond  time 4  but  what  be  had  then 
to  ftate  was  an  important  point  of  order.  He  thought  he  faW 
aniiluftrious  "ftrancer"  (Mr.  Dundas)  in  the  b^  of  the 
Boofe,  to  whom,  whatever  might  be  his  merics,  to  pav  any 
greater  degree  of  attention  than  to  other  *^^  ftrangers,  was 
irregular.  Mr.  Burke^s  BiU,  which  aboliflied  the  office  of 
lliird  Secretary  of  State,  enaded  that  if  his  Majefty,  at  any 
future  period,  (bould  think  proper  to  revive  Jthe  office,  tbe 
perfon  appointed  io  if,  if  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Som- 
BEkons,  fliould  vacate  his  feat ;  he  therefore  apprehended  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was  no  longer  a  Member* 
Lord  GrenvUie,  they  all  knew^  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
foreign  department^  and  he  wifiied  to  know  whether  the  Duke 
of  Fordand  and  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  were  one  Se-~ 
ctetary  of  Sute»  or  two  ^cretaries  of  State  \  becaufe,  if  they 
were  ttro,  he  conceisred  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man, from  tlie  nature  of  his  office,  muft  be  the  Third  Secretary 
of  State. 

The  zTA.oi  the  jtrefcnt  Eling  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 

La  The 
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Tbf  ChanceliUr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  Hoiiour;ible  Gen* 
tleman  furely  had  too  much  candour  to  have  meant  to  inveigle 
and  entrap  his  Rtj;ht  Honourable  Friend  into  incurring  the  pe* 
naity  (50oL)of  fitting  as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe,  after  he 
had  vacated  his  feat  by  accepting  the  office  of  Third  Secretary 
of  State ;  and  yet  he  had  contrived  to  bring  ox\  a  debate  before 
iK>ticing  that  his  Right  Honourable  Friend  was  not  a  member. 
Wliat  however  had  his  Honourable  Friend  accepted  of  that 
was  new  ?  He  held  the  fame  feals  he  had  held  before.  The 
queftion,  "  Who  vras  the  Third  Secretary  of  State?"  feemed 
almoft  to  anfwer  itfelf : — It  mull  be  the  perfon  who  nominally 
accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  when  there  were 
two  before.  When  the  Honourable  Gentleman  talked  of  the 
nature  of  the  office,  he  feemed  not,  to  adopt  hts  own  phrafe^ 
to  be  in  the  higheftform  of  memory  \  for  any  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  Grenville,  and 

^  Mr.  Dundas,  might  indifcriminately  give  orders  to  any  of  his 
Majefty's  Generals  or  Governors. 

Mr.  Sheridiin  feid,  he  ihould  have  been  forry  to  inveigle  the 

*  weH-known  innocence  and  fimplicity  of  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman. .  Accordiijg  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  Duke  of  Ponland  was  the  nominal  Third  Secre- 
tary of  State : — A  more  refpeftful  mode  of  mentioning  his  mi- 
niltcrial  office  might  have  been  adopted  by  his  new  friends. 
What  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Dundas  muft 
be  the  Third  Secretary  of  State  was  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman*^  declaration^  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  had 
accepted  the  office,  he  then  held,  merely  as  a  temporary  ac- 
commodation to  his  Majcfty's  fervice,  and  that  he  never  went 
to  bed  at  night,  or  rofe  in  the  morning,  without  feeling  that 
he  had  undertaken  more  bufinefs  than  he  was  able  to  perform. 
In  confequence  be  thought  the  great  political  Aleides  had  been 
called  in  from  Burlington  Houfe,  ut  quiefcat  Atlas.  It  was  la- 
mentable to  fee  an  A£l,  which  was  one  of  the  many  that  did 
honotir  ro  the  political  chara£ler  of  its  author,  violated  in  the 
fpirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  by  thofe  who  had  been  the  loudeil 
in  its  praife.  Calling  the  Duke  of  Portland  the  Third  Secre- 
tary of  Stiitc  was  a  mere  juggle  to  evade  the  A&  \  and  the  old 
ominous  feais  held  bv  Lord  George  Germaine,  niore  particu- 
hrly  ominous  from  the  Cmilarity  of  circumftances,  had,  he  ua- 
dcrilood,  been  rummaged  out  on  theoccafion  \  he  wifhed  him 
joy  therefore  of  his  ne'w  place,  which  he  by  miftake  had  confi**' 
dered  as  an  old  one.  ' 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe  to  correal  the  Honourable  Gentknian'a 
error*,  he  had  formerly  complained  of  the  great  labour  of  his 
dtuations^  but  he  had  been  otcupier  of  no  office  or  emolument 

by 
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by  a  juggle.  He  had  never  any  falary  as  Secretary  of  State. 
He  had  merely  received  bis  Majefty's  commands  to  perform 
certain  duties  appertaining  to  that  office^  and  the  reft  were 
committed  into  hands  by  which  they  would  be  difcharged  with 
the  higheft  integrity  and  ability,  oy  a  man  of  greater  talents 
and  virtues  than  he  was  entitled  to  lay  claim  to.  The  Duke 
of  Portland,  whom  the  Honourable  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
{prmerly  took  all  occafions  to  praife,  was  not  a  nominal  Se- 
cretary of  fitatCi  for  in  his  office  was  all  the  bufinefs  within 
the  hcrnie  department,  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland^  and  the  co- 
lonic*. 

Mr.  Fox  a&ed,  whether  Mr.  Burke's  Bill  was  merely  a  deail' 
ktter  ?  Would  a  Third  Secretary  of  State,  fucceedtug  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  vacate  bis  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commonsy 
if  previoufly  a  member  of  it  ?  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  asr 
the  circumftances  had  been  defcribed,  Mr.  Dundas  had  not  va« 
cated  his  feat,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Bill ;  but  couid  as 
much  be  faid  refpeding  its  fpirit  ?  Hecoold  but  aoknowkdge, 
that  he  was  forry  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Portland^  of  whom  he 
fliould  never  fpeak  but  in  terms  that  became  tlie  refpe£^  he  feitf 
from  long  political  connexion  and  private  friendihip,  accept- 
ing an  office  which  he  himfelf  had  formerly  thougltt  ought  to 
'  be  abolifbed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  could  not  dim\t  that 
his  Right  Honourable  Friend  had  vacated  his  feat  either  ac- 
cording to  the  fpirtt  or  the  letter  of  the  Bill  in  queftion,  as 
there  were  not  more  offices  nor  more  falaries  than  before  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  the  name  and  the  power  of  a  Secretary 
of  State. 

,  Mr.  Fox  afked  what  his  office  was  then,  and  if  there  were 
not,  in  the  third  office,  an  Under  Secretary  and  Clerks;  and, 
whether  they  had  anj  falaries? 

.  9"Af  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  third  office  was 
not  unparliamentary,  although  Under  Secretaries  were  enw 
ployed. 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  SPEECH. 

The  Speaker  having  produced  a  copy  of  his  Majefty 's  Speecki 
it  was  read  from  the  chair. 

5j>  Ediuard  Knatchhtdl  rofe  to  move  the  Addrefs,  which  he 
did  in  raoft  refpe£kful  terms.  He  faid,  it  was  with  infinite  tt^ 
midtty  that  he  addrefTed  the  Houfe  on  the^prefent  occafion* 
He  could  have  wiihed  the  taik  had  fallen  into  abler  bands.  He 
meant  to  ofier  a  few  obfervations  only  for  their  confideratfon. 
Thofe  perfons  who  conducted  the  laft  unfortunate  campaigtY 
(unfortunate  he  was  judified  in  calling  it,  from  the  language 
•£  the  Speech  delivered  from  the  Tmrone}^  would  be  refpon- 
:..     I  *  fiblc 
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Cbfe  for  tliat  coiidu£l|  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  thej 
WDutd  be  able  to  account  fcMr  its  rererfes  and  difappointmentSy 
in  a  manner  fatis£i£i:ory  to  the  Houfe.  He  did  not  mean, 
however,  to  caft  any  imputation  on  them,  for  he  did  not  be* 
lieve  that  ill  fuccefir  originated  with  them.  He  did  not  con« 
ceive  it  proper  to  comment  on  the  feparate  negottattoo  into 
which  the  States  General  of  HoUand  had  entered ;  but  as  far 
as  regarded  this  country,  he  thought  it  neceifary  to  obtervcy 
that,  however  >anxiou8  all  parties  might  be  for  a  peace,  it 
would  be  improper  to  make  peace  on  any  terms,  that  would 
not  enfure  the  fecurity  of  this  nation,  and  the  fafety  of  all 
die  other  countries  of  Eucope.  The  times  required,  chat 
every  man  fliould  declare,  in  a  manly  and  honeft  manner,  his 
(endments  on  the  ftate  of  affairs.  In  his  opinion,  there  waa 
no  comparifon  between  the  ftate  of  this  country  and  that  of 
France  :  The  refources  of  the  latter  were  nearly  annihilated, 
mnd  their  circumftances  in  the  moft  rapid  ftate  of  decline  ^ 
whereas  onr  refources  were  happily  at  the  higheft  pitch  of 
profperity,  and  our  commerce  in  the  moft  flourifliing  fitua** 
lion  !  He  drew  alfo  fome  favourable  conclufions  from  the  in«^ 
temal  circumftances  of  the  Republic.  But  on  every  confi<^ 
4en|tion  he  did  not  think  we  had  any  thing  to  fear,  not  doubt-^ 
ing  that  every  Englifhman  would  readily  come  forward  in  the 
cattfe.with  his  hand,  his  heart,  and  his  purfe.  With  regard  to 
the  local  importance  of  Corfica,  heiaid,  that  it  might  or  might  not 
ie  ofadvat^dgeio  this  country.  He  fpokc  in  terms  of  compliment 
and  congratulation  on  the  mention  made  from  the  Throneof  the 
^^roaching  marriagp  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Prin-< 
•eels  Caroline  of  Brunfwicki  and  exprefled  his  fatisfa£Hon  ali 
liearing  that  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  had 
lieen  concluded  with  the  United  States  of  America. 

Sir  Edward  concluded  with  moving  an  Addi efs,  the  fame 
ia  fubftance  with  that  moved  by  Earl  Camden  in  d3«  Houfe  o£ 
;Loids».      . 

Mr.  Canning  rofe  to  fecond  the  Addrefs  which  had  bceiii 
tnoved  by  the  worthy  baronet  who  had  juft  fat  down.  What^ 
C^er  diflference  of  opinion  might  prevail  in  general  in  that 
Houfe,  Mr.  Canning  faid,  he  was  led  to  hope,  that,  upon  fome. 
^  th^  topics  which  were  contained  in  his  Majeftv's  Speech^ 
tfaeere  would  be  a  perfect  unanimity.  He  was  not  u>  fanguinfr 
as  to  exped:  that,  upon  thofe  points,  on  which  there  had  beeft 
ananifefted  fo  wide  a  differ^ice  of  opinbn  among  Gentlemeiw 
they  flioutd  upon  this  occafion  perfe&ly  agree.  But  theoc  were 
cir/rtimftances  communicated  in  his  Majefty'a  Speech,  whkh 

•  Seepage  i< 

f&uft 


Bkc.  )0.]       W009PALL*S  FARUAMINTARY  R£l>ORTS.  79 

nuft  give  the  nioft  fincere  fattsfa&ion  to  every  (Gentleman  iq 
that  Houfe  and  in  the  country.  The  information  that  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  had  been  concluded  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  mu(t,  he  was  farci  diffufe  univerfal  fatif- 
la^Hon  I  and  the  gracious  commonxcation  of  his  Maiefty,  re<- 
fpeding  the  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  rrince  of 
Wales  with  the  Princ^fs  of  Bnmtwick,  muft  infmre  fentiments 
of  joy  and  congratulation  in  the  breaft  of  every  Britifli  fubje^l. 

With  regard  to  other  parts  of  his  Majefty's  Speech,  he  was 
aware  that  to  expe£b  a  complete  coincidence  of  opinion  would 
be  vain  and  fruitlefs  :  He  had  fome  hopes,  however,  that^ 
for  one  night,  Gentlemen  would  confent  to  lay  afide  theit 
differences,  and  unanimoufly  to  concur  in  the  Addrefs  ^oriuch 
had  jttil  ucen  moved.  If  it  fiiould  happen,  that  he  fiiould  be 
difappointed  in  his  hopes  of  perfedl  unanimity,  at  lead,  he 
hoped,  he  fliould  have  the  honour  of  dividing  with  a  large 
majoriry. 

With  thofe  Gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  pleafure  to 
vote  laft  year,  it  would  not,  he  hoped,  be  neccflary  to  ure^ 
many  arguments  to  inddce  them  to  concur  in  the  prefent  Ad* 
dreb.  If  any  were  necefTary,  he  would  only  defire  thofe 
Gentlemen  to  look  at  and  confider  the  various  decifions  and 
declarations  which  that  Houfe  had  come  to  (ince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  Thefe  deciGons,  Gentlemen  would 
recoiled^}  had  not  been  made  by  that  Houfe,  but  with  the 
moft  mature  deliberation,  and  after  the  mod  elaborate  dif- 
tuffion.  If  then  the  opinions  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the 
Honfe  were  founded  at  that  time  id  wifdom  and  juftice,  he 
#i(hed  to  know  what  had  occurred  fince  they  had  laft  mef^ 
which  could  properly  and  reafonably  have  induced  them  to 
alter  their  fentiments  ? 

.  Some  circumftances  had  undoubtedly  occurred  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  laft  feffions,  of  an  unfavourable  nature  to 
this  country  :  He  was  ready  candidly  to  admit,  that  the  fiic*- 
cefles  of  th6  enemy  had  been  great  and  unexpe£ied  ^  that  bf: 
die  moft  unheard-of  exertions,  they  had  over*run  an  immenfe 
trad  of  territory,  and  had  compelled  the  allied  armies  to  re^ 
treat  before  them.— He  was  ready  alfo  to  admit,  that  the  al-^ 
lies  had,  in  many  ihftances,  been  unfuccefsful ;  that  many  of 
their  plans  had  failed,  and  that  this  country,  tn  particular,  had 
fltared  in  the  general  misfortune8.-^But  when  he  admitted  aA 
tfiis,  he  muft  be  allowed  to  aflc,  ought  it  to  weaken  or 
ftrengthen  our  determination  of  purluing  the  war  in  the 
moft  vigorous  manner  ?  The  reafons  which  induced  him  t61>e 
of  the  latter  opinion,  he  would  *ftate  in  the  manner  leaft  likely 
to  trdipafi  much  upon  the  patieice  of  the  Houfe; 

Would 
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Would  any  Gentleman  (land  up  and  undertake  to  prove 
that  any  of  the  misfortunes,  which  we  had  experienced  du- 
ring the  CQurfe  of  the  }aft  campaign,  were  imputable  to  the 
fninilters  of  this  country  i  Or  were  they  not  rather  fuch  as 
no  human  prudence  could  forefee,  and  no  human  power  pre- 
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Mod  of  the  failures  which  had  attended  us  in  the  laft  cam* 
paign  mud  be  imputfd  to  the  defe£lion  of  our  allies,  and 
alfo  to  the  uncommon  number,  unparalleled  exertions,  and 
irrcMible  force  of  our  enemies  ;  a  force  of  which'  hiftory 
haA  no  paralleL  He  wa^  perfedly  aware  that  it  might  be  faid 
that  the  Government  of  this  country  might  have  avoided 
many  ef  the  calamities  of  the  war,  if  they  had  attended  to  the 
warnings  and  predidions  which  had  been  given  by  Geatlemea 
<m  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe. 

It  was  true  that  they  had  foretpid  the  defertion  of  our 
allies,  and  the  aftonifhing  exertions  of  the  enemy,  and  he 
could  iK>t  but  confefstliat  unfortunately  the  event  had  Jufti- 
fied  tlie  predi<fiion.  Here,  however,  he  wi(hed  to  obiervei 
that  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  prophefy  difappointment  and 
ill  fuccefs  :  If  the  predi^Hon  proved  falfe,  Gentlemen  would 
feel  too  much  iatis(a£lion  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  country  to 
think  of  the  prediQion  -,  if  it  proved  true,  thofe  who  made  it 
would  trianiph,  as.  they  would  certainly  feel  fome  fatisfa£lioa 
in  their  fu  peri  or  fagacity. 

When  he  thus  candidly  gave  credit  to  thofe  Gentlemen  for 
their  predi£iion$,  he  viriflied  it  might  not  be  forgotten,  that 
{ovae  predictions  had  been  made  by  miniiders,  and  thofe 
.who  fupported  the  war,  which  had  been  equally  juftified  by 
the  eventl — That  Government  which  exifted  in  France,  and 
which  had  been  reprefented  as  perfe6tly  ftable  and  fecure,- 
liad  been  ilated  by  Gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  be 
fo  con{lru£led,  that  it  could  not  pofllbJy  exift  for  any  length 
4>f  time.  When  Robefpierre  was  in  the  height  of  his  power, 
•—when  he  governed  France  with  the  mod  abfolute  fway,  and 
when  his  will  was  received  throughout  France  as  law,— even 
then  bis  fall  was  predi£ted  ^  with  how  much  juftice,  the  event 
llad  ihewn. 

/  •  When  Jacobinifm  was  at  its  greateft  height ;  ^when  its  in- 
fluence circulated  through  every  part  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment ;  when  it  feemed  as  the  very  fource  of  motion  in  all 
their  enterprifes ;  even  then  its  fail  was  foretold  in  that  Houfe, 
and»  happily  for  humanity,  with  truth. 

He  wiflied,  however,  not  to  be  mifiinderftood ;    he  did  not 

•mean  th^t,  by  the  acceflion  of  the  Moderates  to  the  fovereigs 

po^'cv  in  Frauce,  the  poilibiUty  of  our  treating  with  them  had 

5   -  become 
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become  ereaicr,  bccaufc  the  only  difference  between  them  and 
ihe  Jacobins  was,,  that  th^y  poflefled  the  intentions,  though 
they  had  not  the  power,  of  the  Jacobins.  The  hoftility  of  the 
Moderates  towards  this  country  was  equal  to  that  of  the  Ja- 
cobins;  the  only  difference  was,  they  had  not  the  means  of 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

But  when  he  admitted  that  their  exertions  had  been  great, 
he  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  conGder  for  a  moment  at  what  an  ex- 
pence  thefe  exertions  had  been  made.  It  appeared,  from  the 
reports  of  Cambon,  the  French  financier,  that  the  expences 
of  France,  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  war,  had  been 
three  hundred  and  three  millions  fterling  ;  and  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  England,  two  hundred  and  fixty 
millions.  This  enormous  expence  they  had  been  enabled  to 
fuft^in,  by  feizing  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  and  dif* 
tributing  out  fuftcnance  as  a  kind  of  donative  to  the  people  } 
by  railing,  by  the  means  of  terror,  the  value  of  aifigrtats; 
and  deprefling,  by  the  fame  means,  the  price  of  purchafable 
commodities* 

With  refpeft  to  the  prcfent  fyftem  of  Moderation,  he  was 
far  from  thinking  that  it  was  at  all  propitious  to  the  interefls 
of  this  country  •,  he  admitted  that  they  did  not  carry  on  that 
wholefale  trade  in  blood  which  h-M  marked  the  reign  of  the  Ja-^ 
cobins ;  they  were  occupied  in  the  more  innocent  employments 
of  balancing  accounts,  and  adjulling  to  each  man  his  (hare  of 
murder  and  t>f  guilt.  In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  what  terms 
of  peace  we  could  exped  from  the  French,  he  wiQied  the 
Houfe  to  attend  to  the  declarations  which  they  had  made ;— - 
they  had  divided  their  enemies  into  two  claffes,  viz.  thofe  who 
were  the  indigators  of  the  war,  and  thofe  who  were  compelicti 
to  join  in  the  war. 

The  Houfe  would  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  what  re- 
liance we  could  have  upon  their  moderation,  by  the  terms 
which  they  would  give  to  the  Dutch,  who  were  fuppdfed  to 
come  within  the  latter  dcfcription.  If  the  terms  which  they 
gave  to  the  Dutch  were  hard,  what  could  this  country  cxpe^ 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  mod  determined  to  carry  on  the 
war,  and  whom  the  French  upon  all  occafions  feemed  to  fpeak 
of  with  peculiar  enmity  and  inveterate  malevolence  ?  It  had 
been  infmuated,  that  the  French  would  accede  to  a  peace  with 
Holland  upon  the  ground  of  zjlatus  quo:  But  he  would  alk 
the  Houfe  whether  this  country  could,  with  any  regard  to  its 
honour  and  dignity,  confent  to  a  peace  on  fuch  terms  ? 
He  wiflied  it  to  be  remembered  that  we  had  taken  und^r 
our  protection  people,  wlio,  groaning  under  the  effc£ki 
of   French  tyranny^   had  Bed  to  us  tor    fuccour  \    would 
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wc  then  give  them  up  to  butchery,  while  they  were  clinging 
round  our  knees  for  proteAion  ? 

If,  then,  we  could  even  now  have  a  peace  with  France,  iH 
muit  be  an  infecure  one-,  it  mutl  be  a  peace  with  all  the 
inconveniencies  and  expencesof  a  war  edablifhmeiit.  Such  a 
peace,  he  was  furc,  this  country  would  never  a  (lent  to  j  and 
therefore,  he  hoped  he  fiiould  divide  with  a  very  large  majori- 
ty for  the  Addrcfs.  Even  if  we  were  to  have  a  peace,  with 
any  fort  of  fecurity,  ic  could  not  be  obtained  without  continu- 
ing to  keep  up  a  war  elbbliihment  ;  and  could  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  French  would  fuffer  us  to  keep  up  fuch  an  eilabli(h- 
ment,  without  demanding  an  explanation,  which  would  of 
courfe  produce  diflenGons  ?  With  regard  to  the  general  ob- 
fervation,  at  what  time  were  we  to  think  of  negotiating  for 
•peace,  he  would  anfwer,  that  mutt  be  governed  by  future  cir- 
cumilances ;  for  the  queftion  was  not,  whether  we  (hould  ne- 
gotiate at  any  time?  but  whether,  under  all  the  circumftance% 
we  would  negotiate  now  ?  He  maintained  thati  from  che  com- 
mencement of  the  French  Revolution  down  to  the  prefent  time, 
there  was  no  ftability  in  its  government  5  nor  could  there  be 
any  under  the  prefent  fyllem  of  its  rulers:  Every  day  afforded 
fome  new  change.  He  maintained  that  the  very  energy  of  its 
military  power  was  a  proof  that  it  could  not  be  of  long  conti- 
nuance \  for  even  the  armies,  which  performed  fuch  prodigies, 
had  fought  under  every  commander,  only  under  an  idea  that 
they  were  fighting  againil  order  and  cftabliOied  government  i 
and  he  was  perfuadcd  that  the  moment  fuch  a  form  of  go- 
vernment was  ettabiifhed  in  France  as  would  be  fit  for  us  to 
negotiate  with,  and  when  we  began  to  negotiate,  the  fyftem 
under  which  their  army  fought  would  be  at  an  end,  and  they 
would  lay  down  their  arms.  Thefe  were  .  the  points  which 
conftituted  the  real  weaknefs  of  the  French.  Wc  were  happily 
the  rcvtrfe  of  all  this.  On  our  (Irength  and  their  weaknefe, 
therefore,  he  relied.  He  obferved  that  jt  was  a  duty  which  we 
owed  to  every  eftabliflied  government  of  Europe,  as  well  as  to  our 
own  happinefs,  to  continue  the  prefent  conteil  5  for  if  we  did 
not  perfift  now,  we  muft  inevitably  fall,  and  with  us  all  Eu- 
rope. The  hoftility  of  this  country  had  already  produced 
many  changes  for  the  better  in  France,  and  there  was  reafoii 
to  hope  that  a  continuance  of  the  war  would  bring  them  to  a 
ftate  in  which  we  could  make  peace  with  honour  and  fecurity. 
He  concluded  with  feconding  the  Addrefe. 

The  Addrefs  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Wilbtrforce  faid,he  rofe  to  difcharge  a  painful  cfuty.  He 
could  truly  fay  this  was  a  fubjefl  which  had  occupied  h  is  long 
and  anxious  at^ation.     He  had  confidered  it  wellj  and  be 
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Jiad  been  fomc  time  in  doubt,  for  he  knew  that  much  ought 
to  be  heard  on  both  fides ;  and,  impelled  by  a  duty  para- 
mount to  all  feelings  of  private  friend  (hip  and  perfohal  rc- 
-gard,  he  was  now  come  to  the  difagreeable  fituation  of 
differing  from  thofe  with  whom  it  was  the  happinefs  of  his 
life  to  agree.  He  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  his  Majefty's 
minifters ;  but  he  could  not  anfwer  to  iiis  conftituents,  nor  to 
jiis  own  feelings  as  a  man,  if  he  continued  to  fupport  them 
after  he  ceafed  to  approve  of  their  meafures.  If  there  had 
been  any  thing  like  a  pacificatory  tendency  in  his  Majefty's 
Speech,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  which  did  not  preclude  the 
probability  of  a  peace,  he  (hould  have  been  happy  in  being 
able  to  give  his  afTent  to  it  ^  he  would,  at  leaft  have  tried  the 
-experiment  a  little  longer  :  But  no  fuch  hope  was  held  out. 
The  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  Addrefs  moved,  fpokc 
a  language  too  plain  to  be  mifunderftood.  k  was  impoflible 
for  any  Gentleman  to  vote  for  it,  who  did  not  go  to  the  full 
length  of  declaring  that  we  muft  be  at  war  until  there  is  a 
counter-revolution  in  France;  for  it  ftatcd  the  difference  be- 
tween us  to  be  fuch,  that  it  was  imp')flible  to  m»ke  it  up,  and 
it  was  upon  this  ground  that  he  felt  himfclf  bound  to  oppofc 
it. 

The  Hon.  Gentleoian  who  had  juft  fat  down,  hurried  away 
by  his  own  eloquence,  had  made  affcrtions  which  it  was  impol- 
fiblc  to  maintain,  and  had  afkcd  queftions  which  it  was  unfor- 
tiinately  but  too  eafy  to  anfwer. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  the  fituation  in  which  we  were 
placed  at  prefent,  was  the  fame  as  when  Parliament  feparated 
lad  feffions  ;  or,  if  there  was  any  difference,  it  was  not  fuch  a 
one  as  made  itneceffary  for  us  to  alter  our  objefts.  The  vicw^ 
he  had  taken  of  affiiirs  fince  Parliament  feparated  laft  fummer, 
fuggeiled  to  him  many  differences  in  our  fituation,  and  thofe  of 
a  very  important  nature.  In  the  firft  place,  the  Jacobin  fyftera, 
which  was  fo  hoflile  to  the  interefts  of  this  country,  was  de- 
ftroyed;  and  tho'its  principles  were  not  fo  efFcftually  eradicated 
as  he  could  wilh,  yet  the  fountain-head,  from  which  thefe  deteft- 
able  maxims  had  their  fource,  which  had  defolated  France, 
and  difturb^'d  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  was,  he  hoped,  effec- 
tually deftroyed.  In  their  room  another  party  had  affumedthe 
reins  of  power,  which  had  for  its  profefTed  bafis,  Moderatifm. 
This  was  at  icaft  the  afTumption  of  a  virtue,  if  they  had  it  not, 
and  (hewed  what  was  the  real  opinion  of  the  people  of  France, 
by  a  party  thinking  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  maintain  their  in- 
tereft,  to  afleft  fuch  principles.  This  was  an  important  event, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  our  fituation  extremely  difTmii- 
iar  from  wha|  it  was  at  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  feffions  ;  but  there 
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was  another,  which  he  thought  of  equal  if  not  greater  weightt 
and  that  was,  that  the  confecleracy  with  which  we  had  a£led 
was  now  in  a  manner  difToIvcd.    His  Majefty's  Speech  inform* 
ed  the  Houfe  that  one  of  our  allies,  for  whofe  defence  we  en- 
tered into  the  w^ar^  was  now  upon  terms  of  negotiation  v(ith 
the  French ;  and  another  of  our  allies,  who  had  been  of  very 
little  a(G  (lance  to  us  lafl  campaign,  would  probably  give   no 
more  in  the  enfuing  one. — ^This  diiTolution  of  the  grand  con- 
federacy  appeared  to  him  a   circumftance  of  great  weight ; 
while  it  exiiied,  it  mud  of  courfe  give  confidence  to  the  Roy- 
allils  and  all  the  difcontented  parties  in  France,  and  of  courts 
in  the  fame  proportion  muil  deprefs  our  enemies.     But  even 
when  the  confederacy  exifted  in  its  greateft  force — when  there 
were  no  lefs  than  forty-three  infurreftions  in  the  interior  of 
France — jven  then  we  were  unable  to  overcome  them  ;  tlicn 
how  ccul  I  we  expeft,  when  ihe  confederacy  was  in  a  great 
meafure  difTolved,  and  when  the  infurreftions  in  France  were 
nearly  fuppv^ffed,  that  our  fuccefles  would  be  greater  when  our 
means  were  lefs  ?     Another  thing  to  be  attended  to  was,  that 
our  arms  had  been  unfuccefsful ;  was  that  a  trifling  thing? 
No  blame  was  to  be  imputed  to  any  of  our  officers — fo  much 
the  worfe  for  the  profpeft  of  our  future  fuccefs  in  attempting 
to  do  any  thing  by  force  of  arms,  for  what  bad  we  to  expe£l  if 
every  thing  had  been  well  condufled  already  ?  This  was  another 
important  point,  in  the  idea  of  a  counter-revolution  in  France. 
Be  fides,  when  we  had  part  of  France  in  our  own  pofleffion,  all 
the  people  in  thofe  provinces  might  be  fappofed  to  feel  fome  ar- 
dour, on  account  of  a  profpe£l  of  fecurity,  from  the  protedion 
of. a  regulated  government ;  and  yet  the  French,  although  re- 
pulfed  once  or  twice,  would  return  like  the  overflowing  of  the 
ocean,  and  bear  down  every  thing  before  them.     Such  had 
been  the  cafe  with  the  French,  and  had  we  any  profpeft  now 
of  its  being  otherwife  ?  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  great  and 
important  conlideration.     He  confeffed  he  began  to  entertain 
doubts  as  to  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  carrying  on  the 
war  during  laft  feflion  \  and  the  circum (lance  which  firft  (lag- 
jjered  him  was,  that  during  all  the  various   revolutions   in 
France,  the  army  ftill  continued  ftaunch — they  'fought  with 
equal  alacrity,  whoever  or  whatever  party  was  paramount  in 
France.     On  all  the  points  in  which  he  could  view  the  fubjed^ 
in  his  mind  no  good  could   arifc   from  voting  for  this  Ad- 
drcfs,  becaufe  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  by  it,  to  go  on  with 
the  war,  until  we  had  accompliftied  the  deftru^ion  of  France, 
of  which  he  faw   ne   profped.     He  therefore  thought  that 
another  courfe  ought  to  be  purfued.     But  when  he  expreiTed 
his  wilh,  that  the  door  fliould  not  be  fliut  agaioft  peace,  ke 
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begged  it  might  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  wiflied  any  ftep  ihould 
be  taken  which  would  in  any  manner  lefTen  the  dignity,  or 
tarniih  the  honour,  of  England.  His  objeSs  were  extremely 
different  -,  he  wifhed  that  this  country  (houid  difplay  its  magna- 
nimity, by  declaring  itfelf  not  averfe  to  peace — it  could  pot  be 
fuppofed  that  fuch  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  England  was 
the  cfkGt  of  diftrefs — her  power  and  refources  were  too  well 
known  to  admit  of  fuch  an  idea;  but  if  the  French  (hould  re- 
jcGt  fait  and  honourable  terms,  he  would  advife  his  Majedy 
to  do  the  utmoft  to  carry  on  a  negotiation  with  effeft,  and 
if  negotiation  (hould  fail,  then  to  profecute  the  war  with 
energy  and  vigour,  if  it  could  be  fo  condu£ted ;  but  he 
leaify  thought  we  were  incapable  of  bringing  our  force  into 
■a£kion.  True  magnanimity  confided,  in  his  judgment,  not 
in  pcrfifting  againil  conviQion  in  an  opinion  once  taken, 
,  but  in  candidly  acknowledging  an  error  when  difcovered. — 
True  magnanimity  did  not  confift  in  ufing  high^founding 
words  to  fupport  an  erroneous  pofition  ;  fuch  coiiduft  could 
only  be  compared  to  the  policy  of  a  chapman,  who  depreciates 
the  value  of  a  commodity  he  wants  to  purchafe,  and  who  ge- 
nerally deceives  only  himfclf. 

He  begged  Gentlemen  to  confider  what  our  (ituation  really 
was,  and  to  a(k  themfelves  whether  they  thought  the  iniereit 
of  the  country  would  be  better  confulted  by  a  peace,  or  by  a 
profecution  of  the  war.  If  they  were  of  the  latter  opinion,  lie 
wotdd  then  alt,  were  there  any  fubftantial  grounds  upon 
whid^  to  expc£l  fuccefs  in  the  enfuing  campaigns  ?  He  was 
forry  to  fay,  the  arifwer  mud  be  in  the  negative.  Still  lefs 
grounds  were  there  to  hope  for  a  counter-^revolutiou  founded 
upon  fuch  principles  as  we  (liould  approve  of.  The  prefent 
principles  of  France  had  now  gained  (Irength  by  duration.  New 
generations  were  coming  into  life  with  the  moft  inveterate  pre- 
judicesiagainft  the  ancient  goveniment,  and  againft  monarchy 
in  general ;  there  was  therefore  but  little  hope  of  the  rc-cfla- 
bliihmenc  even  of  a  limited  monarchy  in  France;  nor  did  he 
fee  the  flighted  profpeft  of  our  being  able  to  enforce  a  govern- 
ment by  perfevering  in  holding  out  the  idea  that  we  were  de- 
termined todidate  what  that  form  of  government  fliould  be* 
Indeed,  to,  fpeak  his  feniimcnts  plainly^  he  had  rather  tlicy 
would  adopt  a  form  of  government  fmiilar  to  that  edabliihcd 
in  America.  Another  very  important  point,  in  which  the 
ftatc  of  this  country  was  altered,  was  in  the  ceffation  of  the 
danger  in  which  we  formerly  were  of  the  propagation  of  thofc 
detedable  opinions  broached  in  France.  The  good  fenfe  of  the 
people  of  England  and  of  other  dates  mud  have  fliewn  them, 
fhat  to  reduce  thefe  principles  to  practice,  is  to  introduce  every 
^yil  which  can  injure  civil  focicty.     He  confciTcd  he  did  not 
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thefefore  TOtc  for  the  Amen<lment,  which,  in  every  point  of 
view,  muft  be  produfbive  of  beneficial  confcq^ences. 

Mr.  Windham  (Secretary  at  War^  with  a  feat  in  tie  Cabinet) 
faid,  he  hadlieard  with  furprife  and  ^rief  the  arguments  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Amendment.  What  was  their  obvious  tendency  ?— 
Submtflion,  humiliation,  degradation  before  an  inveterate  and 
infolent  enemy.     It  was  abfurd   to  fay,  that  a  difplay  of  our 
force  would  cure  the  evil;  for  the  very  aft  of  offering  to  treat, 
or  fuing  for  peace,  would  be  a  confeffion  of  weaknefs  that  could 
not  bc'done  away.     Did  the  French  Convention  aft  thus,  whea 
the  confederacy  againft  them  appeared  the  mod  powerful,  and 
they  were  preflcd  by  the  arms  of  the  allies  in  every  quarter  ? 
When  their  armies  weredriven  back  from  Aix-la-Chapelle  within 
their  own  country  ? — ^No:  They  abated  nothing  of  their  mighty 
and  cnterprifing  efforts  \  they  returned  with  frefli  alacrity  to 
the  charge.     They  remitted  nothing  of  their  lofty  language;  ' 
they  never  once  talked  of  peace.    Aiid  ought  Britons  to  be  out* 
done  by  them  in  any  feature  of  fortitude  ?  It  was  propofedbj 
the  Hon.  Mover  of  the  Amendment,  to  confent  to  nothing  lew 
than  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  while  it  was  acknowledged 
in  the  fame  breath,  that  no  peace,  concluded  under  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  could  be  fafe ;  while  it  was  alleged,  as  an 
argument,  that  we  might  make  it  fafe,  by  keeping  ourfelves  on 
our  juard,  and  prepared  for  war.     The  war,  it  was  true,  had 
been  unfucccfsful  •,  his  Majefty  in  his  Speech  afTcrtcd  it,  atwl 
the  faft  had  been  blazoned  forth  with  peculiar  zeal  and  a(B- 
duity,  by  thofe  who  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  declaim  againft 
the   war  \  but  it  had  been  fo,  onlv  as   compared  with  the 
wi(hes,   the  hopes,  and  the  force  or  the  confederacy.     It  had 
been  unfuccefsful  from  conduft,  on   the  part  of  fome  of  the 
allies,  of  which,  for  the  honour  of  nations,  he  hoped  the  in- 
fiances  would   be  few.     It  was  not  unfuccefsful,  compared 
with  foreign  wars  in  which  this  country  had  been  engaged* 
Look  at  the  hiftory  of  our  wars  with  Louis  XIV.  which  con- 
tinued, with  Jittle  interruption,  for  twenty  years  after  the  Re- 
ToJution.    In  thofe  Mrars,  before  the  battle  of  Hockftet,  we  and 
our  allies  had  been  much  more  unfuccefsful  than  in  the  prefect 
war,  and  yet,  by  fpirit  and  perfevcrance,  we  triumphed  in  the 
end.     All,  therefore,    that  could  with  truth  be  faid  was,  that 
the  war  had  hitherto  had  only  a  negative  fuccefs.    If  the  enetnf 
had  over-run  part  of  the  territories  of  our  allies,  we  had  hk 
our  hands  very  valuable  pofleflions  of  theirs,  which  rendered 
the  war,  however  unfuccefsful  as  to  the  main  objeft  of  it,  not 
unfuccefsful  with  regard  to  us  individually.   The  circum fiance 
from  which  the  grcateft  danger  appeared,  and  of  which  he  had 
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feen  an  alarming  fymptom  in  the  fpeeches  of  Gentlemen  who 
fupportcd  the  Amendment,  was*  that  the  country  was  not  true 
toitfelf:  It  had  not  put  hand  and  heart  to  the  war,  as  on  foT<* 
mer  occafions,  when  the  (lake  was  not  fo  great,  and  the  criiis 
far  lefs  formidable.  This  was  owing  to  feveral  caafes. — The 
French  revolution,  in  its  earlier  ftages,  was  looked  upon  with 
a. favourable  eye  by  the  people  of  this  country.— We  all  re- 
garded it  as  the  virtuous  effort  of  a  great  nation,  to  corre£b 
the  abufes  of  its  government s  as  the  friends  of  liberty,  we  look- 
ed upon  it  with  an  indulgent  eye;  and  although  we  faw 
things  which  we  could  not  approve,  we  were  willing  to  hope 
that  the  evil  would  be  tranfitory,  and  the  good  permanenti 
Yet  even  at  that  time,  there  were  not  wanting  men  of  great 
and  comprehenfive  minds  to  warn  us  of  the  confequences  that 
muft  necefiarily  refult  from  the  principles  on  which  the  French 
revolution  was  proceeding.  A  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke),  who  he  regretted  was  no  longer  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  io  a  book  which  be  would  advife  all  who  heard  hint 
once  more  to  read,  had  predi^ed  the  evils  that  muft  necef- 
farily  enfue  from  their  doArines  of  liberty,  equality,  and  the 
fights  of  men.  It  was  his  fate  not  to  be  Mieved  at  the  time^ 
and  afterwards  to  be  found  completely  right.  Then  came 
the  opinions  of  thofe  who  having  favoured  the  French  revo* 
lution  at  its  commencement,  could  not  fo  foon  as  others  de- 
tach their  affeflions  from  a  fyftem  that  had  led  to  maffncre 
and  ruin.  The  imaginations  of  the  people  at  large  continued 
to  be  amufed  by,  as  he  and  thofe  with  uhom  he  had  now 
the  happinefs  to  a£l  contended,  a  numerous  and  a£iive  party 
infected  to  the  bone  with  French  principles,  and  intent  on  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Britiih  conftitution.  Societies  formed  by 
this  party  had  propagated  do£lrines  the  moft  hoftile  to  the 
interefts  of  this  country.  But  it  was  faid  the*  members  of  thefc 
focieties  had  been  acquitted  by  the  verdid):  of  a  jury;  and 
Gentlemen  talked  of  their  innocence  in  a  tone  of  exultation* 
He  wifhed  them  joy  of  the  innocence  of  an  acquitted filon. 

[He  was  called  to  order  by  a  Member  under  the  gallery^ 
.who  faid  he  could   not  hear  without  indignation  the  teria 
felon  applied  to  a  man   who  had  been   acquitted,  and    the 
verdid  c^  an  Englifli  jury  arraigned  and  degraded.] 

Mr.  Windham,  in  explanation,  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  ar* 
raign  the  verdi£):  of  a  jury  ;  he  meant  only  to  fay  that  the  ac- 
quittal of  the  perfons  who  had  been  brought  to  trial  for  treafon^ 
although  proof  that  there  was  no  legal  evidence  of  their  guik 
10  the  opinion  of  the  juries,  by  no  means  proved  that  they 
were  free  from  moral  guilt.  The  evidence  in  his  mind  eftablifl>> 
ed  the  direQ  contrary.  The  minds  of  the  people,  as  he  had 
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before  obferved,  were  agitated  by  a  party  here  countenanced 
and  fupported  by  men  of  great  confideration,  who,  in  fup-^ 
port  ot  their  own  views,  were  willing  to  receive  the  aid 
of  men  whofe  views  they  knew  to  be  very  different^ 
and  fo  far  made  common  caufe  with  them.  The  French 
revolution  in  a  very  early  ft  age  proclaimed  univerfal  peaces 
and  all  who  applauded  this  vifionary  dof^rine,  continued  to 
applaud  thofe  by  whom  it  was  promulgated,  even  after  it  wa» 
feen  that  their  pra£tice  led  only  to  war  and  devaftation^  Thefe 
were  fome  of  the  circumftances  which  had  rendered  the  pro^ 
fecution  of  the  war  on  our  part  lefs  vigorous  than  ic  ougdt 
to  have  been.  He  maintained  that  our  interference  in  the  in- 
ternal afiairs  of  France,  when  that  interference  became  necef- 
fary  for  our  own  fafety,  was  wife  and  juft.  It  wasthe  diftruft 
of  this  which  had  unnerved  our  exertions,  and  prevented  us 
from  interfering  fo  foon  as  we  ought  to  have  done.  To  juftify  ' 
our  interference  in  the  affairs  of  other  nations,  he  adduced 
the  example  of  the  Manchefter  Societies,  who  had  congra* 
ttrlated  the  French  on  their  revolution,  and  quoted  a  motto  from 
Vatel,  to  a  pamphlet  which  had  accidentally  come  into  his 
hands,  to  the  following  purpofe :  '^  Every  govemmcnc  that  is 
threatened  has  a  right  to  refift  the  power  that  threatens  it,  till 
fuch  time  as  from  that  power  it  is  fccure."  This  being  the 
ftatc  of  bur  right  to  go  to  war,  what  were  the  true  principles 
of  war?  Were  they  not  to  repel  injuries,  and  to  maintain  ho- 
nour? How  then  would  our  relinquifliing  the  war  correfpond 
to  thefe  principles  ?  To  leave  off  after  om  unfuccefsful  cam- 
paign ;  to  lock  up  ourfelvcs  in  our  own  confequence  i  to  lie 
down  in  fear;  to  fatten  and  grow  rich ;  and,  in  fhort,  to  maintain 
moft  anxiouily  that  tutum  fervitinm  fo  degrading  to  man  I 
The  advantages  of  war  or  peace  were  not  to  be  eftimated  by 
the  territory  or  the  trade  we  might  gain  or  lofe.  No  nation 
could  fay — Let  us  be  difgraccd,  provided  we  grow  rich  ;  if  it 
did,  what  lafety  for  its  riches?  When  he  received  advice,  he 
mud  confider  both  the  advice  itfelf,  and  thofe  from  whom  it 
came.  Approving  or  diiapproving  of  the  French  revolution 
muft  in  futute  decide  and  diftinguifli  the  political  chara^iei^ 
of.  men.  They  were  extremes  irreconcilcable,  and  what  was 
fit  for  the  one  could  never  be  good  for  the  other*  Whcrff 
therefore,  anv  man  offered  him  advice,  he  would  firft  a(k  to 
%htch  of  the  two  defcriptions  he  belonged;  and  if  he  found 
him  to  differ  in  this  eflential  point  from  himfelf,  he  would 
fay,  ^  This  may  be  good  advice  for  you,  but  cannot  be  good 
ndvice  for  me."  The'  people  of  this  countiy,  he  trufted,  would 
in  future  think  this  diftinfiion  as  ftrongly  marked  as  he  did. 
He  could  not  fee  upon  what  principle  or  with  what  propriety, 
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thofe,  who  originally  confidcfred  the  war  as  juft  and  neceflary, 
could  now  change  their  opinion.     The  Hon.  Gentleman  wh6 
moTed  the  Amendment)  had,  as  far  as  his  (ingle  vote  went, 
contributed  to  embark  his  country  in   the  war;  and  having 
<done  fo,  was  it   fair,  merely  on  account  of   difafters,  per«- 
iiaps  only  cafual  and  ten<porary,  to  abandon  it?   The  con- 
federacy againft  the  common  enemy  was  not  to  be  confidered 
as  diflblved,  becaufe  one  or  two  of  its  members  had  with- 
drawn.    Even  if  it  were  difToIved,  how  long  was  if  fince  we 
entertained  the  idea  that  Great  Britain  alone  was  not  able  to 
/rope  with  France  ?    With  refpeft  to  the  number  of  the  well- 
4ifpofed  inhabitants  of  France,  there  was  no  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  our  chance  of  co«.operation  within  the  kingdom  wai 
4efs  than  it  had  been  at  any  former  period.     He  was  aftoniflied 
at  hearing  any  man  talk  of  the  (lability  of  the  French  govern* 
ment,  which  exhibited  nothing  but  a  fuccel&on  of  changes, 
faddenastlieihiftingfcenes  of  a  pantomime,  and  thefe  changes 
generally  effcfted  by  violence.   Nor  was  peace  more  likely  to  be 
obtained  for  our  afking  for  it.     If  it  were,  what  would  tnen  be 
the  (ituation  of  this  country  i  A  fituation  fo  awful,  that  he  durft ' 
bardly  contemplate  it.      The  intcrcourfe  between  the   two 
countries  muft  be  opened  5  the  French  would  pour  in   their 
'emifTarie^,  and  all  the  Englifh  infeAed  with  French  ^principles, 
-whom  we  had  now  the    means   of  excluding,   would  re^ 
turn  to  diflfeminate  their  abominable  tenets  among  our  peo* 
|j!e-  A  Jacobinical  club  would  be  erefled  at  every  one's  door ;  of 
property,  an  inquilition  immediately  inftituted  refpe£ting  each 
man's  rights  to  it }  and  a  Convention  might  be  even  e(labli(hed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  Houfc*    With  what  views  would 
-the  French  come?    With  the  views 'very  forcibly  expre(redia 
a  fong  performed  with  great  applaufe  in  one  of  tijiofe  inno^ 
cent  focieties,  as  they  were  now  called,  a  ilanza  of  which  he 
jecoUbded : 

^  They  come,  they  come,  the  myriads  come. 

From  Gallia  to  invade  us; 
.  Jlaife,  raife  the  pike,  beat,  beat  the  druuv* 

lliey  come  like  friends  to  aid  us." 

They  would  go  among  our  poor,  among  our  labourers, 
among  our  manufadurers,  and  teach  them  the  ^dodrine  oi 
•liberty  and  equality.  They  would  point  out  the  gilded  pai- 
Jaces  of  the  rich,  and  tell  them  they  ought  to  be  plundered  and 
demolHhed  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  True  it  was  that  the 
poor  man  had  as  great  an  interell  in  the  fecurity  of  property 
as  the  rich;  but  eould  this  argument  be  made  10  clear  to  the 
poor  man,  as  to  perfuade  him  to  refpedt  the  property  of  his 
wealthy  neighbour  while  he  had  no  property  of  his  owi^  or 
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^s  it  might  be,  for  fuch  was  the  neceiHiry  order  of  focicty, 
the  means  of  obtaining  any,  when  he  flood  mod  in  need  of 
it  ?  In  this  (ituation  of  danger  then,  (hall  we  fend  a  fubmif- 
five  commiffion  to  them  ? 

If  the  aggreffion  of  the  Spaniards  at  Nootka  Sound,  a  place 
fcarcely  marked  in  our  mapst  called  forth   the  threatening 
vengeance  of  this  country,  if  our  own  territories  are  not  diU 
xncmberedy  our  refources  almoft  untouched,  Ihould  we  give 
up  a  war,  in  comparifon  of  which  all  former  ones  are  as 
fhildrens  play^  and  all  peace  muft  be  ruin  ?     Such  a  peace 
would  be  worfe  than  any  probable  event  of  war.     But  of  the 
future  events  of  war  we  had  nQ.reafon  to  defpond.     Exertions, 
greater  than  the  country  could  make  at  any  former  period, 
were  now  fo  lightly  borne  as  hardly  to  be  felt.     Who  could 
fay  that  he  had  felt  them,  except  thofe  whofe  expences  were 
fo  near  the  whole  extent  of  their  nneans,  that  the  lead  acci- 
dent, either  in  peace  or  war,  muft  reduce  them  to  diftrefs? 
Had  the  poor  felt  them,  unlefs.in  a  few  particular  and  local 
inftances  ?     Had    a  man  in   that   Houfe  .felt  them  \     Had 
thofe,  who  wefe  conftantly  telling  the  poor  of  the  miferics 
.of  war,  been   obliged   to  curtail   a    fmgle  luxury  ?     [Here 
Mr.  Sheridan  reminded    him  that  the   Members    were  not 
the^r.]     He  acknowledged  that  the   Members  were  opur 
lent,    and  the  reprefentatives  of    opulence;  but  he  held   it 
as  a  maxim,  that  if  the  rich  felt  no  futfering,  the  ^oor  were 
not  likely  to  feel  any  alfo.     It  was  not  the  chara£ler  of  the 
Englifh  eafily  to    defpond  ;     perfevcrance   and   invincibility 
were   their    charafteriftics.      They  had  met   France  Jmgle-' 
handed  in  her  proudeft  day.     What  then  can  hinder  us,  unim<«' 
paired,  to  go  to  war  with  a  nation  whofe  property  is  blended» 
.whofe   capital  is    with  accelerating  rapidity,  wafting   away, 
and  itfelf  upon  the  brink  of  poverty  ?    With  fuch  a  pandaim^ 
nium'is  it  poffible  for  us  for  a  moment  to  think  of  treating? 
They  are  bleeding ;  our  wound  is  but  Jkin-deep.     The  caufe 
for  which  they  are  fighting,  it  had  been  faid,  would  animate 
the  French,  and  render  them   invincible.     Where  had  this 
invincible  courage  appeared  ?     In   what  inftance,    in   what 
quarter  had  the  courage  of  our  foldiers  and  fe^men  been  infe- 
rior to  theirs  \     Sorry  he  fliould  be  if  we  could  not  do  for 
the  beft  of  all  caufcs  what  the  French  could  do  in  fupport  of 
every  thing  the   moft  flagitious.     The  French  emigrants  in 
cur  fervice,  in  every  inftance,   had  difpiayed  a  valour  and 
perfevcrance  not  furcly  to  be   exceeded  oy  their  infatuated 
pountrymen,  againft  whom  they  were  reduced  to  the  necefiity 
pf  taking  up  arms.  Mr.  Windham  dwelt  at  fome  length  on  the 
unimpaired  r^^fourcesof  this  country,  compared  with  the  unna- 
tural, and,  confequently,  unfound  refources  of  France,  froqi 
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which  Ke  infctred  that,  whatever  proTent  appearances  might 
indicate,  we  muft  be  ultimately  fuccfsful.  He  exhorted 
the  Houfc  to  imitate  the  pcrfevcrance  of  the  French,  who  en- 
dured €very  hardfliip,  and  in  all  their .  domeilic  contcfts,  to 
do  them  juftice,  never  forgot  the  common  caufe  of  their 
country.  He  concluded  with  recommending  the  advice  givea 
by  King  William  to  his  Parliament  after  an  unfuccefsful 
campaign — that  by  perfevering  they  might  hope,  with  con- 
fidence) to  preferve  tlieir  religion,  liberties,  and  coiiftitution, 
if  they  were  not  wanting  to  themfelvcs,  and  difplayed  the  pa^ 
tient  fpirit  of  Englifhmcn, 

Mr.  Banies  declared  himfclf  to  be  as  much  adonifhed  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham), as  that  Gentleman  had  Hated  himfelf  to  be  at  tl^ 
fpecch  of  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  WiJberforcc) ;  a  fpeech 
which  was  replete  with  that  manly  and  decided  rea Coning, 
which  fo  ftrongly  chara£kerized  every  opinion  advanceil  by 
that  Hon.  Gentleman.  He  did  not  however  feel  much  fur- 
prifed  that  any  perfon,  who  had  been  fo  (Irenuous  an  advo- 
cate for  the  comnticnccment  of  the  prefent  war,  .fliould  con- 
tinue fo  warm  in  his  approbation  of  its  continuance. 

Mr.  BanksTS  faici,  he  had  voted  for  the  war  as  jufl  and  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  it  was  undertaken  in  confcquence  of  an  aggrei^.* 
fion  on  the  part  of  the  French.    But  there  muft  be  fame  period 
for  reftoring  peace.     He  lamented^ to  fee  that  period  put  off 
by  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  tlie  Addrcfs,  to  fuch  a 
diftance,  as  afforded  little  profpeft  fliort  of  an  eternal  (late  of 
warfare.      Were  we,  he  aiked,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  eternaj 
warfare  ?     Were  we  never  to  treat  with  France  while  France 
had  a  republican  government  ?     Thofe  who  anfwcred  in  the 
affirmative  ought  to  be   able  to  fhew  that  the  republican 
government  of  France  muft  be  fpcedily  diffoived.     If  they 
could  not  (hew  this,  as  he  thought  they  were  ynable  to  do, 
it  was  no  fymptom  of  fear  to  fay,  that  a  war  of  fuch  indefi- 
nite duration  muft  be  produ£tive  of  inevitable  diftreffes,   that 
even  national  bankruptcy  might  be  the  conCequence,  and  that 
it  was  wife  and  prudent  to  look  to  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  making  peace.     Ir  feemcd  to  him  that  the  French  Repub- 
.lic  would  laft  longer  than  the  war  fyftem  could  laft.-    Wc 
muft  treat  fome  time  or  other,  and  the  earlieft  time  was  the 
beft.    The  allieo  with  whom  we  had  engaged  in  the  war,  were 
much  more  deeply  interefted  in  it  than  we.     One  of  thefc 
allies  was   negotiating ;    the   co-operation  of  another  even 
money  could  not  buy;  and  the   complete  ailiftance  of  the 
Emperor  wc  were  not  to  expeft  gratuitoufly.     Was  Great 
Britain  fingly,  or  at  her  fole  expence,  to  fight  the  battle^  of 

all 
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all  tbofe  allies  ?  There  was  no  degradation  in  ofTering  to 
treat  on  fair  and  equal  terms.  True  magnanimity  confiiled 
not.  in  haughtinefs.  but  in  candour  and  plain  dealing.  If  we 
were  at  war  with  an  acknowledged  power,  we  might  have 
peace  in  the  worft  event  by  fome  facrifice  of  commerce  or  t>f 
territory;  but  in  the  prcfent  war  we  ftaked  every  thing,  for 
we  faid  we  would. not  treat  with  the  exifting  Government  of 
France,  and  held  out  no  pTofpe£l  but  that  of  extermination 
on  the  one  fide  or  other.  We  ought  therefore  to  explain  to 
Ae  French  that  we  were  willing  to  treat  upon  equitable  terms« 
and  that  we  had  no  intention  of  interfering  with  their  inter«- 
tial  government.  He  was  convinced  that  the  ri(k  incurred 
by  making  peace  was  infinitely  lefs  than  that  of  continuing 
the  war,  and  therefore  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  hiscouo* 
try  and  l^is  cotiftituents  to  vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Mr,  Buxton  faidf  there  was  nothing  in  the  Addrefs  that  de^ 
diired  we  would  not  treat  with  the  French  Republic.  He 
lamented  the  arguments  for  difcontinuing  the  war,  which  he 
had  no  dou^  would  be  read  with  acclamation  in  the  French 
Convention.  Feeling,  as  he  did,  the  didrcfles  of  the  coun* 
Cry,  and  having  feen  them  to  be  great,  he  would  rather  fpend 
his  laft  (hilling,  and  ihed  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  than 
fubmit  to  treat  with  the  prefent  rulers  of  France. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  Though  I  never  at* 
tempt  to  deliver  my  fentynents  in  this  Houfe  without  feeling 
that  awe  and  refpedl  which  are  due  to  the  aflembly  before 
which  I  ftand,  yet  at  no  time  do  I  remember  to  have,  rifcn 
under  fo  muchdiitrefs  and  agitation  as  I  do  at  prefent. 

^*  Any  one,  who  may  have  paid  the/malteft  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  foinffgniiicant  an  individuol,  muft  have  obfvrved 
that  for  the  courfc  of  many  years  t  have  (hewn  an  uniform 
end  fteady  attachment  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  and 
particularly  to  the  truly  worthy  and  diftinguifhed  charafter  • 
at  the  helm  of  public  affairs ;  I  have  therefore  always  efteem- 
ed  it  my  honour  and  my  happinefs  to  give  him  my  feeble 
Aipport  and  my  confidence.     But 

Amicus  Plato,  Amicus  Scc&ates,  magis  Amjca  Patria* 

•*  Sir,  my  difficulty  does  not  end  here.  I  have  always  un- 
derflood  that  an  Addrefs  of  thanks  for  a  Speech  from  the 
Throne  carried  with  it  a  degree  of  perfonal  refpcft  to  the 
Throne  itfelf :  Happy  then  (hould  I  efleem  jnyfelf,  could  I 
give  my  voice  for  the  original  motion  this  night ;  but  if  I  am 
thereby  to  be  looked  upon  as  pledging  myfelf  to  vote  for  the 
continuation  of  the  war,  I  cannot  in  confcience  do  it.  How, 
iSirj  Can  I  again  look,  my  iconftitucats  or  my  ceuntrymea  in 

the 
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the  face,  were  I  to  vote  the  money  out  of  their  pockets,  and 
the  blood  out  of  their  veins,  in  fupport  of  a  war  which  has 
hitherto  been  difaftrous  in  the  extreme,  and  which,  if  per- 
£iled  in,  I  am  perfuaded  will  be  mod  awful  in  tlie  event  ? 

«*  It  is  true,  when  the  war  firft'took  place  I  voted  for  it  as  a 
war  of  jujlice  and  of  necejftty^  nay,  as  a  war  which  was  un* 
avoidable,  I  was  convinced  that  our  alarms,  both  as  to  inter* 
nal  and  external  danger,  were  far  from  being  chimerical  of 
groundlefs,  and  I  thought,  and  do  think,  that  much  praife 
was  due  to  Government  for  their  timely  and  wife  exertions 
for  the  fafety  of  the  country.  But  when  our  laft  campaign 
was  ended,  and  we  had  fulfilled  every  engagement  -with  our 
allies  (who,  by  the  bye,  had  fulfilled  none  with  us),  I  was 
exceedingly  grieved  to  fee  that  minifters  were  bent  on  profc- 
cuting  the  war,  and  fliould  certainly  have  voted  for  a  motion 
made  for  peace,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion,  by  a 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)— whofe  philanthropy  is  uni- 
Terfally  acknowledged,  and  whofe  lenity  I  myfclf  have  fu''* 
ficiently  experienced,  when  he  might,  by  a  word,  have 
crufhed  me  to  atoms — had  it  not  been  for  fomething  which 
fell  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  which  was,  37w/  the  French  Convention  nuould  de* 
clare  any  of  their  Members  traitors  nvhojhould  but  mention  peait 
wth  England.  This  decided  my  vote  that  night ;  but  let  it 
be  obfcrved  that  the  fanguinary  fadion  of  Robefpierre  the:i 
ruled.  Since  then  feveral  months  have  elapfed,  during  which 
we  have  been  profecuting  the  nvar  with  vigour^  as  it  is  called  \ 
but  what  have  we,  or  what  have  our  allies,  gained  by  it  ?  I 
believe  the  word  ruin  will  anfwer  the  queftion  for  all 
parties.  Try  it  for  the  Emperor ;  try  it  for  the  King  of 
Spain  ;  try  it  for  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  try  it  for  the  Stadt- 
holder ;  I  am  unwilling  to  fay,  try  it  for  ourfelves.  But  have 
any  fteps  been  taken  by  us  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  i  I  fear 
none  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  have  we  not  been  foliciting, 
bribing,  courting,  coaxing  Kings  and  Emperors  to  carry  on 
the  war  almoft  whether  they  would  or  not  ?  And  with  what 
difficulty  have  they  at  laft  been  coaxed  to  defend  their  own 
territories  with  Englifli  money! 

♦*  To  bring  this  matter  »to  a  (hort  iflue — Is  there  an  honeft 
independent  man  in  this  Houfe  who  will  not  afk.  Is  iher«, 
or  is  there  not,  an  opportunity  of  making  peace  on  any  tole* 
Table  terms?  If  it  befaidjv/,  then,  in  God's  name.  Ictus 
endeavour  to  do  it  without  delay  }  if  no^  then  let  us  withdraw 
our  forces  from  the  continent,  and  keep  therm  to  defend  our- 
felves* Let  Old  England  add  to  her  wooden  walls,  by  which 
fhc  has  ever  proved  herfelf  miftrcfs  of  the  ocean,  and  Ihouted 
on  the  vaft  thea:re  of  the  globe  that  Britannia  rulej  tie  waves. 

« I  would 
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"  I  would  not  be  underflood,  from  aty  thing  I  have  faid,  to 
lay  our  mifcarriages  at  the  door  of  the  Rifi^ht  Hon.  Gentleman* 
I  believe  he  inherits  his  illuilrious  father's  fentiments  with 
regard  to  continental  wars,  infomuch  that  what  one  of  our 
own  poets  faid  of  a  quondaftt  great  minifter  of  France,  may 
judly  be  applied  to  him, 

««  Peace  is  my  deardelight,  not  Fleury's  more.'* 

^  I  believe  he  kept  off  war  as  long  as  in  prudence  he  thought 
that  he  poflTibly  could,  and  till  he  apprehended  both  juflice  and 
Becefuty  compelled  him  to  enter  into  it.  But  he  has  been  un- 
fortunate, things  have  turned  out  contrary  to  hisexpedation  ; 
\x\A  I  fadly  fear,  that  unlefs  the  prefent  fyilem  be  abandofied, 
no  change  for  the  better  can  be  cxpeQed.  Under  this  per- 
fuafion.  Sir,  I  give  my  hearty  approbation  of  my  worthy 
friend's  Amendment. 

.  J^ke  Chancellor  of  the  Exehequer  :it\d  Air.  Sheridan,  xok  at  the 
Cime  time  j  _but  after  fome  perfeverance,  Air,  Sheridan  gave 
way. 

The  Chancellor  cfthe  Exchequer  faid,  "  I  (hould  not  have  fo 
much  endeavoured.  Sir,  to  have  engaged  your  attention  at  the 
prefent  moment,  had  not  a  fudden  indifpofition  feized  me, 
which  I  was  apprehenfivc/ might,  at  a  later  hour,  have  incapa- 
citated me  from  entering  fully  into  the  difculfion  of  a  queftion, 
upon  which  I  muit  be  fuppofed  to  feel  moil  anxioui>  to  deliver 
my  fentiments. 

"  I  am  aware,  that  there  are  fome  Gentlemen  with  whom 
the  original  opinions,  which  they  have  exprefTcd  on  the  war, 
prevent  me  from  entertaining  any  hopes  of  concurrence.  But  • 
there  are  other  Gentlemen,  who  having  fupported  the. war  at 
its  commencement,  hare  been  led,  by  the  di  fa  (Irons  events  of 
the  campaign,  to  change  their  former  fentiments,  and  to  with- 
draw their  former  fupport.  It  is  with  thefe.  Gentlemen  that  I 
fliall  confider  myfdf  more  immediately  at  iilue.  And,  Sir,  I 
muft  firfl  mr.ke  fome  remarks  on  the  arguments  which  they 
have  drawn  from  the  words  of  the  Addrefs.  To  this  Addrefs 
they  fay,  that  they  cannot  give  their  affent,  becaufe  it  pledget^ 
them  never  to  make  peace  with  the  republican  Government  of 
France*  I  do  not  confider  that  it  does  fo  pledge  them.  It  fays 
only*  that  with  a  government,  fuch  as  the  prefent  government 
of  France,  we-  cannot  treat  on  terms  that  can  be  deemed 
fecure.  And,  Sir,  where  does  there  exift  ibis  imperious  necef- 
fity  to  fue  for  peace  ?  Are  we  funk  down  and  deprefTed  tp  fuch . 
an  abfence  of  hope,  and  to  fuch  a  want  of  reCoutces  I  If.  we- 
were  indeed  fo,  .calamjtoufly  fitualcd— if  we  w«jm;.  i^nJ^d  (q  ; 
devoid  of  hope,  and  fo  deprived  of  refources — if  the.coiKiiHH^ 
ance  of  the  w^^r  produced  fo  intolerable  a  preflure,  tlien,  pej- 
J  '  haps. 
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liap«,  wc  might  confcnt  to  a  change  of  fyftcm.  I  am  ready  to 
confers,  that  I  can  conceive  an  imaginary  cafe  of  a  peace  being 
made  with  the  government  of  France,  even  in  its  republican 
form ;  bot  I  wtil  fairly  fay  alfo,  that  I  have  no  idea  of  any 
peace  being  fecure,  unlefs  France  return  to  the  monarchical 
iyftem.  That  there  may,  however,  be  intermediate  changes  that 
may  give  the  probability  of  a  peace  with  that  country,  even  if 
it  continued  a  Republic,  I  am  ready  to  allow,  though  I  cer* 
tainly  think  that  the  monarchical  form  of  conftitution  is  bed 
for  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  moft  calculated  to  enfure 
to  each  of  them  general  and  individual  happinefs.  Coniider- 
ing  myfelf,  therefore,  as  I  faid  before,  principally  at  iffue  with 
thofe  who  now,  for  the  firft  time,  diifent  from  the  profecution 
of  the  wari  I  am  content  to  deliver  my  fentiments  before  i 
hear  the  arguments  of  fome  Gentlemen  who  will  probably 
enter  into  a  more  full  difcuilion  than  the  fubjed  has  yet 
received. 

•*  Sir,  the  reafons  that  have  induced  Gentlemen  to  diflcnt 
from  the  profecution  of  the  war,  fecm  to  have  poflefled  a  con- 
ftderable  influence  on  the  manner  in  which  they  fpeak  of  the 
juftice  and  neceflity  of  the  war  at  its  commencement;  and 
their  language  is  now  fainter  and  feebler  than  I  had  reafon  to 
exped.  Contending,  as  thefe  Gentlemen  and  I  did,  with  the 
new  and  monftrous  fyftem  of  cruelty,  anarchy,  and  impiety  ; 
againft  thofe  whofe  principles  trampled  upon  civilized  fociety, 
religion,  and  law— contending,  I  fay,  with  fuch  a  fyftem,  I 
could  not  have  entertained  the  flighteft  expedation,  that  from 
them  would  have  proceeded  fuch  an  Amendment' 

•*  It  has  pleafed  infcrutable  Providence  that  this  power  o£ 
France  ihould  triumph  over  every  thing  that  has  been  oppofed 
to  it ;  but  let  us  not  therefore  fall  without  making  any  efforts 
to  reiift  it— let  us  not  fink  without  meafuring  its  ftrength.  If- 
any  thing  could  make  me  agree  to  retire  from  the  conteft,  it 
would  be  the  confcioufnefs  of  not  being  able  to  continue  it.  I 
would  at  leail  have  no  caufe  to  reproach  myfelf  on  the  retro- 
ipe^.     I  would  not  yield  till  I  could  exclaim, 

— —  Potuit  qu«  plurima  virtus 

£fie  fuit,  toto  certatuin  eft  coipore  regni. 

'.«*!£,  Sir,  I  have  cxprcfled  myfelf  with  more  emotion  than 
i^  confiftem  with  the  propriety  of  debate  ;  the  particular  fitu-- 
ation^  in  which  I  ftand,  oppofing  and  contefting  the  opinions 
of  thofe,  with  whom  I  have  been  on  all  occafions  in  almoft  all 
points  fart«jMi|c  enough  to agTee»  will,  I  tnift,  excufe  the  warmth 
of  myfccUags. 

V^L.  L  ^  "The 
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{jpeA  of  afCftance  from  any  other  quarter  ?  BeGdes^^  I  think,  I 
wall  (hew  you  that  vou  are  defired  to  rclinquifli  the  confli£l» 
at  a  time  when  all  the  national  and  artificial  refourcea  of  your 
enemy  are  verging  to  a  rapid  diflblution. 

^  I  mud  now  take  notice  of  a  fpeculation  which  has  been . 
indulged  i  that  if  you  withdraw,  France  will  return  to  fome 
more  moderate  iyftem  of  government.  I  aik  whether  we 
ought  to  put  ourielves  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  hazard,  which^ 
if  decided  againft  us,  would  invohre  us  in  much  greater  cala- 
mities than  we  have  yet  experienced,  and  would  reduce  us 
to  a  fituation  in  which  we  ihould  be  without  means  and 
without  refources? 

/'  When  it  was  faid,  therefore,  that  a  peace  will  have  the 
ciTefk  to  overthrow  the  government  of  France,  the  propofition 
is  by  no  means  clear;  the  probability  is  much  greater^ 
that  the  perfons  now  at  the  head  of  the  govemmenty  will, 
in  order  to  continue  their  own  power  (and  in  France^  it  is 
to  be  recolIe£led,  that  the  continuance  of  their  power  is 
conneded  with  that  of  their  lives»  fo  that,  in  addition  to  the 
incentives  of  ambition,  they  have  the  all-powerful  motive  of 
felf-prefervation),  be  induced  to  continue  the  fame  fyftem  of 
meafures  that  now  prevails*  Obliged  as  they  would  be  to 
recal  a  numerous  sgrmy  from  the  frontiers,  will  the  troops 
of  whom  it  was  compofed,  after  having  tafted  the  fweets  of 
plunder  and  the  licence  of  the  field,  be  contented  to  return 
to  the  peaceful  occupations  of  induftry?  Will  they  not^ 
in  order  to  amufe  their  daring  fpirit,  and  divert  from  them- 
felves  the  effefts  of  their  turbulence,  be  compelled  to  find 
them  fome  employment  ?  And  what  is  the  employment  to 
ivbich  they  will  mod  naturally  dire£b  their  firft  attention  ? 
They  will  employ  them  to  crufli  all  the  remains  of  courage, 
.  loyalty,  and  piety,  that  are  yet  to  be  found  in  France  ;  and  ex- 
tinguiih  all  that  gallant  and  unhappy  party  from  whofe  co-ope- 
ration we  may  prom  lie  ourfelves,  at  any  future  period,  to  de- 
rive advantage.  What  elfe  can  be  cxpe£led  from  thofc 
Moderates,  who,' though  afluming  that  appellation,  have,  in 
fucceeding  to  the  party  of  Robefpierre,  only  eftabliflied  them* 
felves  on  a  new  throne  of  terror  ?  Thus  the  peace  which 
is  in  the  prefent  indance  propofed,  as  the  means  of  fafety, 
will  ultimately  only  operate  to  cnfure  the  work  of  de- 
ilruflion. 

**  This  being  my  feeling,  my  o1]je£lion  to  afking  for  peace 
is,  that  peace,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  is  not  dejirable^ 
iiulcfs  you  can  Ihew  that  the  preflure  is  greater  than,  as  I  fliall 
prove  to  you  from  a  comparative  view  of  the  fituation.  and 
refources  of  the  two  countries,  it  is. 

<«  But 
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••  Bat  this  is  but  a  fraall  pan  of  my  obyediom  to  the  mem— 
Xoze.  Mt  next  objc£lion  is,  that  my  Hon.  Frieiid  hts  noc 
told  lis  what  fort  ot  peace  we  arc  to  have ;  uniefs,  therefore^ 
they  (late  this,  I  fay,  that  they  wouKl  reduce  u^  to  a  gratiMtaus 
la€s  of  honour,  and  an  unnecefTiry  dci'pair.  On  the  kind  o£ 
peace  we  might  obtain,  I  will  aik  my  Hon,  Friend  wliethe*- 
he  will  fay  that  we  ought  ta  leave  the  Auftrian  NetherUtids 
in  die  poficihon  of  the  French  ? — He  will  not  fay  fo. 

«*  1  have  heard  it  ilated  in  pafliii^,  that  the  grotiiid  of  wir 
has  been  done  away  by  the  Dutch  negotiation  for  peaoc«^ 
Howerer  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  I  aiTett  that  die  famy  of 
Holland^  even  if  flie  do  make  peace,  depends  on  o«r  hcan|; 
at  war;  for  if  both  countries  were  at  peace,  then  France 
would  be  left  widiout  reftraint.  Who  that  looks  to  tke  pr»* 
cccdings  of  the  Convention,  does  not  fee  that  it  is  their 
policy,  on  every  occafion,  to  keep  up  their  arrogant  and  ne- 
sacifig  fyficoi,  and  to  hold  a  high  tone  of  fupcitiik^  w«cJi 
vctpcSt  to  ail  other  nations  ?  By  thefe  means  they  ha«c 
tiiFcd  to  chcnih  that  fpirit  of  enthufiaOn  among  the 
wfaidi  has  enabled  them  to  make  fuch  extraoriin^ 
and  on  which  they  depend  for  the  contin^anrs  o£  t^cv 
pDwer«  But  who,  I  would  afk,  will  fjy  that  Vrtr^cT  -w-il 
make  peace  on  terms,  I  will  not  make  uie  of  the  m-^.^^  sn^- 
dciatioii,  but  of  oonceflion,  when  you  nuke  pooe  frrrs  m 
oanfiefian  of  her  fuperiority  ?  And  this  nator^llr  Watts  rne 
to  SB  a&rtion  made  ufe  of  by  me  during  the  lAi  icSiz  -*.  im 
Jk  iiinn  not  accurately  alluded  to  by  an  Hon.  B<^ro>nr*  ,  tc- 
iaxire  to  die  decree  of  the  National  Convention  a£  the  4iA 
AfKS,  which  Aates,  diat  the  preliminary  of  peace 
a  iccognkion  of  the  u^ity  and  indivifibility  of  the  ^ 
CBB  the  acnns  of  equality  ;  a  decree  which  has  ncrxiacr 
itj^fjV^  aor  modified,  and  which,  if  you  make  peace  ^i 
il»cx«ficfloe,  woold  fign  the  diflblution  of  your  ™— ■^— 
and  of  foar  prcfcnt  fyftem  of  civil  fociety* 

^  Apim,  i  iiaj,  that  if  this  were  only  an  ordifl 
and  M  -Jatr  vmo  years  you  had  gained  the  Weft  India 
JB  an  andcHHLX&c^on,  and  had  been  convinced  of  the  ftrcngih 
ti  wamr  ova  tctoaiz^^i  and  that  the  means  of  the  cncmf 
wot  Jk^KWTDg;,  ^woold  you  coufent  to  make  conceiBons  in 
pcxoc}  You  received  the  Weft  India  Co- 
prote^ion,  will  you  then  give  thenB  hack  «o 

wiaich  they  can  have  no  protection  ?      I   ^f 

,  sfatft  without  being  convinced  that  the  /«« flier 

iic  war  could  only  produce  misfortaoc^  ib^ 

Wi3  vou  add  fomcthing  mote  terrific  ta  tiic 
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Colonies  than  aH  the  horrors  of  that  miferable  trade  which' 
lias  peopled  thofe  miferable  Colonies  ? 

'**  Before  too  you  made  fuch  a  furrender,  there  is  ano- 
ther cfueilion  to  be  confidered  :  No  lefs  than  whether  you 
would  aflfbrd  to  the  French  an  unrefifled  opportunity  of  work* 
ing  upon  the  unfortunate  fyftem  that  now  prevails  in  that 
country ;  and  introducing  their  government  of  anarchy,  the 
horrors  of  which  are  even  more  dreadful  than  thofe  of 
llavcry.  To  thofe  who  have  in  common  deplored  the  rniferies 
of  the  unfonunate  Negroes,  it  muil  appear  aftonifhing,  that 
any  propofition  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuch  confcquences, 
could  ever  enter  into  the  mind  of  my  Hon.  Friend  (Mr* 
Wilberforcc)*  Befides,  it  is  impoflible  to  afcertain  what  a 
wide-fpread  circle  of  calamity^  the  adoption  of  this  propofi- 
tion may  produce.  If  once  the  principles  of  Jacobinifm 
fliottld  obtain  a  footing  in  the  French  Weft  India  lilandS) 
coald  we  hope  that  our  own  would  be  fafe  from  the  oonta^ 
gion  ?  If  it  has  been  found  fcarcely  poflible  to  (hut  out  the 
infection  of  thefe  principles  from  tne  well-tempered^  and 
rarioufly  blended  orders  of  fociety  which  fubfift  in  this 
country,  where  a  principle  of  fubordination  runs  through  all 
the  ranks  of  fociety,  and  all  are  unked  by  a  reciprocity  of 
connexion  and  intereft,  what  may  be  expefbed  to  be  their 
cfEe£^s  operating  upon  the  deplorable  fyftem  pervading  that 
quarter  r  It  would  be  giving  up  your  own  colonies  fpeedily 
to  be  devoted  to  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  devaftation. 

**  Such  would  be  the  Jlatta  quo.  That  the  Jlatas  qu^ 
would  probably  not  be  accepted,  I  have  before  argued.  Will, 
the  country,  therefore,  confign  itfelf,  if  not  to  the  language* 
at  Icaft  to  the  (5ofture,  of  fupplication  ? 

**  With  refpe{!t  to  our  (iruation,  I  have  not  heard  it  fo 
fuily  ftdtcd  as  it  is  my  intention  to  do* 

^  Of  the  laft  campaign  I  fl\all  not  be  furp<;£led  of  a  wiOi 
to  conceal  the  difafterS)  to  deny  the  defeats,  or  to  difallow 
the  bad  eA«;£is  of  the  wounds  infli£^ed  on  the  two  great 
military  poy^ers  of  Europe.  But  can  I  forget  what  the  ener* 
gics  and  pcrfcverance  of  Britons  have  efiefted  in  former  wars  ?' 
or  that  conftancy  from  a  point  of  honour  in  greater  difficul- 
ties, hns  at  length  produced  the  obieA  at  which  it  aimed  P 

**^  Will  any  man  fay,  that  the  bare  event  of  military  dif- 
aflers,  and  territories  takci),  is  a  fair  way  of  weighing  the 
lefources  of  the  bcUigtrcnt  Powers  ?  No,  not  in  any  wars* 
and  leaft  of  all  in  this,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  this  country* 
/III  wars  dcpond  now  on  the  finances  of  the  nations  engaged 
in'thciii.     I'hi'i  cSf/^rvi:th:i  particularly  applies  to  the  pucfent 
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Frapce  could  bear,  and  that  no  further  creation  could  take 
place  without  producing  a  depreciation  on  the  value  of  aflig- 
nats^  ancl  an  immoderate  increafe  in  the  price  of  provifions. 
The  whole  circulating  medium  of  Prance  at  the  higheft,  was 
90,000^000  fteiling.  In  Auguft  17939  aflignats  exifted  to 
the  amount  of  140  millions  i  commerce  was  then  declining  ; 
agriculture  was  difcooraged;  population  checked;  a. forced 
loan  of  forty  millions  was  adopted  on  the  idea,  that  to  the 
amount  of  130  millions  they  could  not  maintain  aflignats  in 
circubtion ;  as  early  as  May  or  June,  affignats  had  loft  nearly 
half  Uieir  value.  A  louis  in  fpecie  foon  afterwards  produced 
.  144  livres  I  then  it  was,  that  the  fyftem  of  terror  conunenced, 
and  that  a  fyftem  of  credit  was  begun,  which  had  its  founda- 
tion in  fear.  It  may  be  afked,  could  any  man  have  imagined 
that  fuch  a  plan  would  have  been  tefortcd  to  ?  Th^t  it  waft 
reforted  to — ^that  it  fucceeded,  has  been  proved.  Let  us  look 
to  the  principles  of  it. 

*^  There  was  a  law  which  compelled  every  man  to  take  at 
par,  that  which  was  only  worth  one  fixth  of  the  fum  for  which 
jt  was  taken  : 

^  A  law  for  the  maximum  of  the  price  of  all  commodi* 
ties: 

^  A  law  .by  which  noperfon  was  permitted  to  renpunce 
kis  occupation,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  years  imprifon- 
meqtw— But  you  will  tell  me,  that  this  proves  how  unlimited 
the  powers  and  refeurces  of  the  Frendi  are..  My  reply  is, 
that  fttch  9  fyftem  could  neither  be  undertaken  nor  fucceed 
but  by  means  which  could  not  laft.  I  will  not  detain  you  by 
detail,  but  merely  mention  the  other  means  of  terror :  The 
c^nftant  a&ivity  of  the  guillotine  \  the  ferocious  defpotifm 
of  the  Deputies  on  niiilions.  In  addition  to  all  the  other 
engines  of  torture,  Cambon,  the  mouth  of  the  Comrention  in 
matters  of  finance,  tells  us,  that,  in  every  diftri£^^  there  were 
Revolutionary  Committees  to  watch  the  execution  of  the  de- 
crees of  the  Convention,  and  to  enable  the  Convention  to  feize 
die  fpoil  of  the  people  *,  the  pay  of  thefe  Committees  amounted 
annually  to  26  millions  fterling.  I  fay  this  ftanding  army  of 
Revolutionary  Committees  is  a  mean  adequate  to  produce  fo 
nighty  an  end. 

^  Let  us  add  now  a  new  creation  of  aflignats  of  130  mil* 
lioas,  which  increafed  the  total  to  260  millions.  Will  anf 
man  fay,  that  though  the  fyftem  of  terror  is  done  away»  the 
efieds  can  remain  ?  When  the  fyftem  of  terror  was  A  an  endi. 
die  maximum  ceafed-to  be  obferved :  Aflignats  were  then  co^ 
Herted  into  money,  and  hence  the  difcount  became  enormottS* 
Tte  M  of  Robcipierte  took  place  in  July ;    Tbree  aonthi 


srftqrwjtrds  the  dMcount  wa»  3«-4ths  per  cent,  of  75  on  die  109* 
I  haye  even  the  authority  of  Tallien  for  farying  that  the  Frencb 
cannot  maintain  their  affignats,  without  contrsiAiag  their  e» 
pences  and  dimimfhing  their  forces.  The  orfiev  nuuns  t^ 
^icb  I  hare  alluded,  were  the  reqtitfition  of  ptrfon^and  pip« 
perty.  I  c^mnot,  at  this  late  hour,  ftate  the  etkSts  of  ifteiil 
means  s  but  let  itie  a(k  Gentlemen  whetlier  tfaey  eottid  fobM 
without  i  fyllcm  of  terror  f 

^  If,  therefore,  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourfetvet)  Lft^ 
'there  are/afficient  reafons  to  induce  you  to  a  cheerful  ac^tu*  ^ 
efcence  in  the  Addrefs  propofed  to  you.    There  arc  foiM 
other  points  on  which  I  fliall  not  exhauft  the  patience  of  tte 
Hoafe. 

**  The  French  hate  retired  from  a  fyftem  of  terror ;  they  ant 
cheering  commerce  and  reviving  agriculture!— Arc  they  ?— ♦ 
RecoIIc£l  that  it  \b  not  fo  eafy  to  heal  iuch  deep  woutids*  if 
neither  commerce  nor  agriculture  can  now  flk^uriA,  what  othet 
refources  have  they  ?  Can  they  increafe  the  amount  of  flffiga 
nats,  or  refort  to  a  forced  k«n  ? — ^No.  What  then  have 
they  ?  Can  they  reftore  the  fyftem  of  terror  ?  If  Robcfpteira 
were  raifed  from  the  dead>  could  they  revive  it?  Mud% 
much  more  difficult  muft  it  be  to  revive  it  thun  it  was  to-main* 
tain  it. 

*^  And  now  I  conte  to  what  appears  to  me  to  be  an  import^ 
ant  obfcrvation.  If  you  give  the  French  peace,  you  alloir 
them  an  interval*  to  collect  frefli  refources,  and  to  combine  MW 
energies.  Whereas,  if  ^ou  prefs  them  now  with  vigour,  yoa 
«will  reduce  them  to  the  neceffity  of  iffuing  more  affignats,  and 
thus  rapidly  exhauft  •  their  refourcee.  It  h^s  been  well  iaid^ 
that  keeping  up  a  large  military  force  is  what  ^ey  caonot  beai^ 
I  fcippofe  Holhmd  to  make  peace;  I  fuppofe  iPru(B»  not  to  a£* 
ford  us  much  affiftance,  and  yet  I  fee  no  reafofi  to  believe  thaly 
in  the  next  campaign,  we  cannot  increase  the  Britifli  forces  on 
the  continent  to*  an  amount  that  (hall  nearly  fupply  the  dCU 
ficiency  of  Froffian  troops,  and  zQ.  with  more  eAAv  . 

^  Other  Powers  look  with  attention  and  amnctyon'tUb 
Tiight^s  debate.  If  you  afford  to  thofe  Powmr  the  means  of 
making  large  exertions*  you  will  oblige  France  to  make  eflbifft 
Co  wtiteh'fhe  is  now  unttjual.  If  you  a£t  with  fpirit,  I  fte  no 
teafon  why  the  powers  of  Italy  and  Spain  may  not  make  adi- 
▼erfron,  sod  therebyaeeelemte  thiit  etfoSt  which  I  hairebefiwe 
ftated;  tife  compelling  the  French  te  retire  wkhin  sbm  own 
territorial'*     - 

iSr/jPSr^Md,  thatfatigued  and  eidia«rfled  as  he  idrkimfelfj 
anddfTg^fted  i»ti(e  Houfe  muft  beatliearing  a  repetkioii  of  tlK 
fawlg  afrgttttrtm»nym  which  we  haJ  ima  litU  imulmt  ia  » 
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-fituatton  difaftrous  beyond  example,  if  ke  did  not  endeavour 
toftate  to  the  Houfe  the  neceffity  of  adopting  ihe  Amend ment^ 
or  an  amendment  of  fome  fuch  nature,  he  fliould  be  wanting 
m  his  duty.  On  the  condu£b  of*  the  war,  not  a  word  had 
been  faid.  The  Hon.  Baronet  who  moved  the  Addrefs,  had 
declined  all  difcuflion  on  that  head,  exprefling  his  belief  that 
Aok  who  weire  entrufted  with  condu£ling  it  would  give  the 
neceflary  explanations  at  a  future. period*  The  time  would 
come  for  thofe  explanations,  or,  at  leafl:,  for  calling  for  them* 
At  prefent,  he  wilbed  Gentjemen  to  confider  the  horrible  pic-* 
ture  which  two  of  his  Majefty's  miniflers  had  given  of  our 
fitoation ;  that  we  were  engaged,  and  mufl;  perfevere  in  a 
conteft,  the  iflue  of  which   involved  not  territory  or  com^ 

.  mcrcc,  not  victory  or  defeat,  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  words,  but  our  conftitution,  our  country,  our  exidence 
as  a  nation.  Viewing  this  pi£ture,  he  was  glad  that  truth  and 
reafon  bad  at  length  found  their  way  to  the  minds  of  foipe 
men.  He  ihould  have  thought  it  ilrange  indeed,  if,  while  fo 
many  had  feparated  from  him  in  differences  of  political  opinion, 
there  fliould  have  been  none  to  adopt  the  opinions  which  he 
itiU  retsuned.  Thofe  who  moved  and  fupported  the  Amend- 
ment now,  faid,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  not,  by 
their  Addrefs  to  the  Crown,  to  pledge  themfelves  never  to 
agree  to  a  peace  with  France,  while  the  prefent  republican 
'Government  exifted.  Was  this  a  new  doflrine  ? — Certainly 
not :  But  it  was  new  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  for  fuch  a  pledge. 
it  was  the  firft  time  of  afl^ng  them  to  aflure  his  Majefty  that 
.they  would  never  think  it  advifeable  to  treat  with  the  French 
.Republic  on  the  prefent  fyftem,  unlefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  im- 
perious neceffity  on  the  part  of  this  country  as  muft  preclude 
all  reafoning  i  and  he  gave  minifters  credit  for  their  candour  in 
aiking  them  dius  fairly,  and  Mrithout  equivocation.. 

[Mr.  Pitt  intimated,  acrofs  the  table,  that  expreflions  in  a 

*   i^ormer  Addrefs  pledged  the  Houfe  to  this  J    > 

Mr.  Fox  laid,  he  wiflied  to  give  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
fome  credit  for  candour,  but  he  fo  detefted  the  thing  that  he 
xould  not  endure  even  the  name.  He  knew  there  were. ex- 
preflions in  former  Addrefles  that  might  admit  of  fuch  aL^con* 
firuddon,  and,  aware  that  they  would  be  fo  conftrued,  when 
^minifters  found  tt  convenient,  he  had  warned^  but  in  vain^ 
the  Houfe  againfl:  adopting  them.  If  in  the  misfortunes  of 
fats  country  it  were  peffible  not  to  fympathife,  he  (hould  feel 
vfome  confolation  inobferving  the  efFe£l  of  double-dealing  $  of 
nfingwords  in  one  fenfe,  with  the  intention  of  their  being  un- 
rderftood  in  another ;  of  courting  the  fupport  of  fome  upon  one 

;    :i«ta:vretatioii>  s^adgf  othera  upon  aa  interpretation  ^dirc^^ly 


Vmc.  30.]        ^OODPALL'S  FARLMMENTARY  REPORTS.  tf 

oppoGte.  If  the  Minifter  had  faid  candidly  and  plainly,-  in 
the  £rft  inftance,  **  This  war  is  undertaken  for  the  expreft 
purpofe  of  deftroying  the  French  Government,  ahd,  come 
what  will,  wc  can  never  make  peate  while  that  Government 
endures,'*  he  might  not,  perhaps,  have  had  fo  many  fupporters^ 
but  he  would  have  been  faved  the  unpleafant  feelings  of  this 
day's  dtfit^rence  with  his  friends.  His  eagernefs  to  obtain  the 
fupport  of  all  led  him  to  make  ufe  of  equivocal  words;  and 
now  his  own  friends  told  him,  that  they  did  not  interpret  thcfe 
words  as  he  did «,  that  they  thought  the  deftru£iion  of  the 
French  Government  a  defiraWc  obje£V,  if  it  could  be  accom-^ 
plifhed  oil  reafonable  terms';  but  that,  if  they  had  imagined 
that  peace  mud  never  be  thought  of,  till  that  Government 
was  deftroyed,  they  would  not  have  voted  fojrthe  war.  Here 
was  an  inftance  of  the  Minifter's  deriving  no  advantage  from 
equivocation.  Here  at  length  was  what  ne  had  fo  often  la* 
boured,  but  without  efieO,  to  obtain  ;— a  clear  declaration  of 
the  precife  objed  of  the  war,  and  of  the  terms  on  which  alone 
we  could  hope  for  peace.  This  led  to  the  queftion  of  policy  i 
and,  in  proceeding  to  examine  that,  he  found  another  inftance 
of  ingenuoufnefs.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  mover 
and  the  feconder  of  the  Addrefs,  admitted  that  we  had  expe- 
rienced difafters  in  the  courfe  of  laft  campaign.  The  two 
minifters  who  had  fpoken  on  the  fubje£b,  both  faid  they  would 
not  deny  that  the  enemy  had  over-run  provinces,  and  taken 
ilrong  towns.  They  would  not  deny ! — ^aftoniihing  candour  1 
The  acceiBon  of  ftrength  and  integrity  they  had  gained  in  the 
Cabinet  infpired  fuch  confidence,  that  they  felt  bold  enough 
to  fubftitute  plain  dealing  for'  (hufRing  and  equivoque-*-and 
they  would  not  deny  that  the  enemy  had  over-run  provinces^ 
and  taken  ftrong  towns  !— when  the  true  ftatement  was,  that 
never,  in  any  one  campaign,  (ince  the  irruptions  of  the  Goths 
'  and  Vandals,  had  fuch  reverfes  been  experienced  on  the  one 
hand,  and  fuch  acquifitions  made  on  the  other.  The  French 
had  not  only  driven  the  Allies  from  France,  and  retaken  all  the 
captured  fortreifes,  but  were  liow  a£iually  in  pofieilion  of  all 
tht  Auftrian  Netherlands,  Dutch  Brabant,  a  conGderable 
part  of  the  United  Provinces,  all  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine^ 
except  Mcntz,  part  of  Piedmont,  all  thcprovincc  of  Navarre^ 
and  much  of  Bifcay  and  Catalonia.— Then  minifters  were  • 
ready  to  confefs  that  the  French  had  taken  ftfong  towns!-— 
V^^c  fo  many  ever  taken  in  five  campaigns  in  the  hiftory  of 
inodern  Europe  ?  He  fhould  be  told,  it  was  ading  the  part  of 
^  bad  f\ibje£^  to  exaggerate  the  fucceifes  of  an  enemy  \  he 
would  reply,  that  he  was  af^ing  the  part  of  an  honeft  Member 
of  parliament?  in  telling  the  Houfe  truths  vhich  they  ought 

Vz  to 
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tQ  hear,  m  the  (^  groHftdB  of  deddtHf;'  pr^eHy)  aiv4  re^ 
dift^iiigflicni  of  difjkftert  which  (nol  fortonc)  bot)  folly  lu4 
iMonght  itpon  the  country. 

On  thf  mcaoB  hy  vhich  the  cseitiofM  oF  the  Fueiich  hzd 
Imko  hitherio  fttinul«fte4,  much  dedamstion  had  been  wafted, 
If  we  were  ever  to  be  ualortttnatelytnthe  fai»e  fituation  with 
tbc  Frencbi  we  (hould  then  n»ke  fimilar  ej^moiie,  and  not 
till  then.  Why  not  make  (knilar  exertions  now  ?  Biecaufe  w<e 
had  not  fimilar  modves.  Ilu^  we  were  fightiog  for  our  con-t 
ftkution,  our  iibertiea,  religion)  and  Uves,  did  -very  well  for 
Mundiog  a  ftti^i  in  a  fpeech,  but  the  people  we«ld  bdiei^e 
Hone  of  aH  thi%  nor  that  they  wfeo  h\i  (o  believed  it  them* 
Jefarefib .  To  htm  it  was  aftonifliing  hew  asy  fet  of  men  who 
^idheliere  tt^  cxnild  have  fo  ilrorked  themfelves  uf,  a$  to  ri(k 
iuch  a  war  oil  the  wild  ihcotics  tbef  had  nourifiied)  in  their 
f»wn  minds,  or  the  applaufes  of  tfaofe  who  were  but  too  ready 
to  9ffbvd  upon  truft.  To  hear  tbem,  one  M^Ould  think  that 
no  nation  was  at  peace  with  France^  or  that^  if  anf  werci  it 
muft  already  be  tindojie.  Wa$  Denmark*  SwedcK,  or  even 
Genoa*  notwtthftanding  our  tyrannicai  oonduft  towards  it,  in 
m  flale  of  anarchy,  in  con&qoence  of  being  at  peace  with 
France  ?  Was  America,  v^hofe  own  gk)fioM«  conftitotion  wa« 
fennded  on  the  Rights  of  Man^  No  fneh  thing. — With  Ame* 
tica  the  intcrcourfe  of  France  was  gceat  and  c&nftant  i  in  Ame,: 
fiea  French  priticiples,  more  than  in  any  other  country,  the 
(rinci|iles  of  Ftberty  and  equality^  mkht  he  eatpe&ed  to  find  a 

Seninl  (nil  ^  y^  America  was  fafsr  mm  being  thrown  into  a 
ale  nf  anarchy  by  the  growth  o(  thofe  dres^d  principle^ 
that  4he  ban  jnft  obtained  a  very  advantagnaus  tmaty  of  amity 
nnd-tXHOuneTCe  with  this  country-^a  tteaiy,  as  far  tis  he  heard 
nf  it,  which  hiftice  and  policy  wou)d  have  dieted  at  any 
time,  but  which  be  feared  the  diffieuktes  our  miniften; 
bod  tmrotved  themfelves  in>  rather  than  their  juftice  or  po- 
Ucy,  ifidittcd  them  to  give.  Why  then  wcare  we  to  be  fo  mmk 
afraid  of  pNftx  with  Frante»  when  fo  mi$if  othfir  nations  ba4 
made  the  experiment  widwui  any  mifeMevons  oonfe^noe^? 
When  men  were  attached  to  theories  they  ftiit  their  eyes  againft 
^  plaineft  and  the  ftrortgeft  fafls.  The  French  revolution 
Ind  now  fubfifted  five  yeatra  and  a  ^aJf,  and  in  die  fixth  year  of 
it  we  were  told  that  if  we  weie  to  make  peace  with  the  prefent 
vulers  of  France,  their  terrftlb  principles  would  fpread  aoar* 
chy  and  robbery,  and  blcodihed,  not  only  over  this  country, 
but  over  all  the  woric^r^  Yet*  though  their  fuccefles  had  bee« 
brilliant  beyond  examples-Kind  how  far  fucceft  impoles  upon 
the  bulk  of  mankind,  the  Chancdlor  of  the  EKchequer  eouhfi 
yU  better  than  moft  men^except  in  the  petty  ftate  of  Ge«- 
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<iev%  the  revQlution  of  iKrhich'be  did  net  know  to  be  upon 
French  principle8|  not  a  (ingle  revohitioD  had^  their  txamplc 
produced.  To  lis,  howeveri  it  was  faid  that  their  intercourfe 
in  time  of  peace  would  be  moti  formidable.  F9om  Calaist 
At  Do?er,  they  would  land  fo  many  mifljonaries.-— Wba^  ha4 
l^ey  none  alreadv  here?  Had  not  minifters  told  the  Houfe 
and  the  Public,  that  for  more  than  two  years,  Jsicobin  So- 
cieties, <:onrefpondifig  with  the  Jacobin  Societies  of  France, 
had  been  labouring  with  iadefatkable  zeal  to  propagate  Jscobia 
principles  ?  Happily  ihefe  emifiaries.  who  knew  the  habits, 
oiannerS)  and  language  of  our  people,  bad  been  iabouring 
without  effefl:^  nay  he  was  juftified  in  faying  fo  by  mtntftert 
itbemielvesi  for  the  Kind's  Speech,  for  the  firft  time  thefi: 
two  years,  had  nothing  of  an  alarm  in  it.  There  mufi,  then, 
be  fomethiog  iu  the  French  language,  fo  agreeableY  fo  footb- 
ing)  fo  captivatioff,  fo  intelligible  to  Englifti  ears,  (hat  French 
emiflfaries  would  be  fure  of  fuccefs,  wheve  Eoglifli  tmiflaries 
had  I^dioured  in  vain  for  niore  than  two  years.  On  the  eao- 
preflion-^arfi/i///4/  filotr^  which  a  Right  Honourable  Genti&- 
anan  had  ufed,  lie  hoped  inadvertently,  fince  he  had  thought  k. 
neceflary  to  explain,  he  ihould  fay  nothing  of  how  vepreben* 
jUble  it  was,  either  in  a  conftitutional  or  mpral  point  of  view. 
Of  the  focieties  then  in  the  Right  Honourable  Gemfeman's 
inind,  he  believed  the  trued  defcription  had  been  given  from 
the  Bench,  liz.  ^^  Thai  they  wanted  numbers,  arais,  moneys 
and  even  zeal.^'  This,  he  believed,  wouU  be  foimd^o  be  the 
accurate -defcription  of  any  fociety,  formed  in  this  country,  for 
the  purpofe  of  overturning  the  conflitutioo.  That  there 
jnight  be  a  few  fpeculatift«  in  this  country,  who  would  prefer 
another  form  of  goveraraent  to  the  prefent,  be  bad  no  doubt; 
there  were  fuch  in  every  coiiatr|ri  aud  even  thefe  feldom  had 
juuchzeal.  But  the  Eog^ifh  language  would  not  do  to  feduce 
ihe  people  of  England  from  their  allegiance  to  the  eonfticifr- 
^ion. — ^French  emifiaries  mult  come  over,  and  inculcate  French 
principles  in  the  French  language.  Thev  mud  go  among  our 
labourers  and  manufacturers,  and  as  tne  cahmities  of  war 
were  infufficient  to  roufe  them,  tell  them  they  sure  now  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  calamities  of  peace  t  The  Ri^  Honourable 
pentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  complained  of  want  of  zeal  in  the 
counuy.  Surely  our  foldiers  had  not  fought  with  lefs  valour, 
not  our  officers  zCtcd  with  left  ikilV  than  in  any  former  war« 
Whatever  bravery  or  condufl  coukd  achieve,  they  had  anU 
formly  done }  but  it  muft  be  recolleCled,  that  the  general  ex^ 
ertion  of  a  camp^gn  depends  upon  the  numbers  brought  into 
fhe  field.  When  he  formerly  made  a  motion  in  that  Houfe 
|br  peace,  he  found  no  want  o<  zeal  for  war^  ob  waat  of  ^cal 
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to  cty  down  any  man  who  had  the  hardincfs  to  oppofe  it— at 
lead  he  found  enough^  and  knew  not  to  u^hat  greater  length 
it  could  have  gone^unlefs  they  had  expeHcd  him  the  Houfe, 
or  declared  him  a  traitor^  ms  they  feemed  to  think  it  a  laudable 
practice  in  other  places  towards  any  man  who  oppofed  the  will 
of  the  majority.  What  was  tht^caufe  of  that  zeal?  Con- 
tempt for  the  enemy  and  confidence  in  their  own  ftrength  ; 
and  the  caufe  being  gone,  the  effcA  had  ceaied.  Such  would 
CT^r  be  the  cafe  with  zesd  founded  on  falfe  principles.  Why 
were  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  French  Icfs  affeded  by  iU 
fuccefs  than  ours  ?  Minifters  wouW  anfwer — **  They  force 
every  man  into  the  field  who  is  capable  of  ferving,  they  ftrip 
cveiy  other  man  of.  whatever  they  want  for  the  fervice  of  the 
army,  and  amid  mifery,  wretchednefs,  and  death,  they  pro* 
duce  an  unnatural  exertion  by  means  of  tyranny  and  terror."—^. 
At  the  call  of  neceflity,  even  fuch  means  mud  be  reforted  to. 
Were  a  French  army  to  land,  in  this  country,  declaring  that 
they  would  make  no  peace  with  us,  till  we  renounced  our 
conftitution,  and  accepted  of  a  form  of  government  accord- 
ing to  their  fancy,  who  would  deny  that  every  man  capable  of 
lerving  againft  them  ihould  be  compelled  to  (ervice,  and  that 
every  facrifice  muft  be  made  by  individuals,  to  repel  the  com- 
mon danger  ?  Such  a£ls  in  fuch  cafes,  inftead  of  tyranny  be- 
come a  virtue  ^  and  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  men  of  corre£l 
^ninds  deducing  arguments  from  them,  of  which  they  ought 
to  be  aihamed. — Would  we  fubmit,  it  was  afked,  to  treat 
with  the  prcfent  government  of  France  ?  Submit  to  what  ? 
Submit  to  the  French  having  a  bad  government  ?  Had  we  not 
lubmitted  to  this  for  more  than  a  century?  Had  we  ever 
found  ourfelves  uneafy  under  our  fubmiflion  to  Perfia's  having 
a  had  government  ?  Had  we  not  fubmitted  to  all  the  injuftice, 
croehy,  and  {laughter,  perpetrated  in  Poland  ?  Then  it  was 
^iked,  *'  Would  we  fubmit  to  propofc  peace  ?'*  If  all  the  na- 
tions were  to  ftand  upon  this  point,  no  war  could  ever  be  con- 
cluded, but  by  the  extermination  of  one  or  other  of  the  con^ 
tending  parties,  for  one  or  other  muft  fubmit  to  propofe  peace. 
What  were  all  other  degradations  and  fubmiflions  but  lofty 
vords  and  unmeaning  phrafes  ?  We  had  once  faid,  that  we 
would  never  treat  with  the  prefent  government  of  France ; 
,take  away  this  impediment  to  peace,  and  every  advantage  we 
^obtained  afterwards,  if  the  war  muft  be  contii)ued,  would  be 
fomething  in  our  favour;  whereas,  while  that  remained^  our 
fuccefies  would  only  ftimulate  the  enemy  to  freih  exertions, 
by  frefli  fufferings  and  frcfli  facrifices,  for  it  was  impoflible  to 
fuppofe  that  the  French  government  would  ever  negotiate  for 
^ts  own  deftruAipn,    Would  not  this  give  a  clear  &n£tion  of 
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juftice  to  the  war?  Would  it  not  produce  unanimitjr  with 
greater  zeal  and  exertion  at  home,  by  convincing  every  man 
that  we  were  not  at  war  for  unreaibnable  or  impra£Ucable  ob- 
jedts,  but  to  bring  an  unreafonable  enemy  to  equitable  tenns 
of  peace  ?  But  what  nfight  it  not  be  expe£led  to  produce  in 
France,  where,  as  minifters  faid,  the  government  was  per- 
petually changing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  the  lofs  of  power 
marked  the  period  of  life  ?  Minifters  were  always  fpeculating 
on  the  internal  affiiirs  of  France ;  why  not  try  a  little  of  this 
fpcculation  ?  The  Convention,  they  faid,  deluded  the  people, 
by  telling  them  that  they  were  waging  a  war  of  extermina-* . 
tion.  This  event  would  put  an  end  to  the  delufion,  the  peo- 
ple would  open  their  eyes,  and  the  Convention  /nufl  give  them 
peace,  or  n>cet  the  extermination  which  they  were  faid  to  de- 
nounce againft  others.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the  war  was<;a- 
lamitous  beyond  example.  Wc  had  gained  Martinico,  Gua- 
daloupe,  St.  Lucia,,  and  part  of  St.  Domingo,  in  the  Wed 
Indies,  with  Corfica,  in  the  Mediterranean.  Our  allies  ba4 
loft  all  he  had  enumerated  in  the  former  part  of  his  fpeech. 
If  thefe  aftoniihing  exertions  of  the  enemy  by  land  had  im- 
peded tlieir  exertions  by  fea,  it  would  be  fomething^  but*  un- 
fortunately the  prediftion  in  one  of  the  King's  Speeches,  that 
their  navv  had  received  an  irrecoverable  blow  at  Toulon,  was 
already  lalfified.  Was  it  not  true  that  a. fleet  was  already 
failed  from  that  port  fuperior  in  point  of  number  to  our  fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Their  naval  exertions  at  Breft  had  af- 
forded Lord  Howe  one  of  the  mofl:  glorious  triumphs  in  the 
annals  of  our  hiilory.  If  their  navy  had  been  fuch  as  6n* 
nifters  had  reprefented  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  war^ 
viz.  a  nayy  only  upon  paper.  Lord  Howe  would  not  have  had 
the  glory  of  beating  an  enemy  of  fuperior  force.  But  even 
that  dIow  proved  not  to  be  irreparable,  for  they  had  now  a 
fleet  out  which  it  was  doubtful  whether  we  could  immediate!/ 
coUe£^  a  fufficient  force  to  drive  from  the  Engliih  chafnnel. 
Thefe  circumftances  were  matter  of  very  ferious  confideration 
to  every  man  who  felt  for  the  honour  and  the  fafety  of  his 
country.  If  the  war  (hould  go  on,  muft  we  not  expeft,  from 
what  wc  have  feen,  that  the  enemy  will  again  conteft  with  us 
the  fuperiority  at  fea  ?  The  (kill  and  courage  of  our  navy  he 
confided  in  as  unmatched  by  any  people  in  the  world ;  but 
fkill  and  courage  could  not  always  compenfate  for  inequality 
of  force ;  and  as  our  chance  of  viftory  was  greater,  fo  was  our 
ftake.  The  defeat  of  the  French  fleet,  as  we  had  fo  lately 
experienced,  would  be  of  little  confcquence  to  the  general 
IfTue  of  the  campaign,  while  the  defeat  of  our  fleet  ^ould  be 
little  ihort  of  abfolute  deftruftion. .  Why  then  expofe  us  on 

fuch 


ns  WOOt^ALL  9  PARLlAMEHrARY  REPORTS.    [C«»nioir». 

^  fuch  unequal  rifle  ?  It  was  admitted,  however,  that  when  dif- 
after  had  fubdttcd  obftinacy  and  extinguifhed  hope,  we  mud 
make  peaee  even  with  the  French  Republic.  Then  indeed  all 
that  was  now  imagined  of  humiliating  and  dc^ading  would 
Ve  true ;  wc  muft  throw  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  thofe  wc  had 
contemned  and  reviled,  perhaps  exafperated,  and  fubmit  to 
whatever  terms  they  thought  fit  to  impoTc.  Why  expofe  our- 
fclves  to  the  bare  poflibility  of  fuch  ruin  ?  Wh]r  not  renounce 
the  vffionary  projcft  of  overturning  the  prefent  government 
•f  France  ?  If  after  that  they  abufed  the  peace  we  made  with 
them,  we  (hould  do  as  we  had  done  with  France  before,  con- 
tend for  fuperiority  with  the  fame  ftake  and  the  fame  exertion. 
If  aiked  what  terms  of  peace  he  would  advife,  he  would  an- 
fwcr,  that  to  adjuft  the  terms  was  the  bufinefs  of  minifters, 
who  alone  poflened  the  neceffary  information.  Let  them  pro- 
pofe  fuch  terms  as,  on  a  confidcration  of  all  the  circumftances^ 
of  the  relative  ftrcngth  of  the  contending  parties,  of  what 
might  be  gamed  and  what  loft  on  either  fide,  they  ftiould  judge 
to  be  fair  and  equitable  ;  and  if  thefe  were  refufed,  we  (hould 
be  in  a  better  fituation  thau  before,  becaufe  both  parties  would 
know  what  they  were  fighting  for,and  how  much  the  attainment 
of  it  was  worth. 

Another  difficulty  arofe  from  the  French  royalifts.  Thank 
Cod,  he  was  innocent  of  whatever  might  bcfal  thefe  unfor- 
tunate m^n.  -He  had  deprecated  the  war  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  after  its  commencement,  every  aft  which  could  give  the 
French  emigrants  reafon  to  expect  our  fupport  in  their  pre- 
tenfions  upon  their  own  country.  Next,  it  was  faid,  **  Will 
you  give  up  the  Weft  India  Iflands ;  will  yoii  deliver  over  thofe 
men  to  the  vengeance  of  their  implac<ible  enemies,  who,  as 
the  price  of  your  proteftion,  aflifted  you  in  taking  thofe 
iflands?"  To  thefe  queftions,  let  them  anfwer  who  had  fa- 
Crificed  the  French  emigrants  fighting  in  our  pay,  in  almoft 
every  ganrifon  we  had  been  compelled  to  furrender,  who  had 
thrown  men  into  fituations  from  which  they  could  not  be  ex- 
tricated>  nor  yet  receive  the  ordinary  proteftion  of  the  laws 
of  war.  Thefe  might  be  difficulties  to  the  minifter  j  thefe 
might  be  reafons  why  he  fliould  never  be  able  to  extricate  him- 
^f  from  the  bufinefs  with  honour;  but  it  was  the  nation's 
honour,  not  the  minifter's,  about  which  he  was  anxious.  Tlie 
Hon.  Baronet  who  moved  the  Addrefs,had  exprefled  his  hopes 
«rf  a  unanimous  vote  in  fupport  of  it.  If  it  were  to  be  voted 
t&naninTOufly,  this  country  could  never  make  peace  with  ho* 
ttouT ;  if  there  were  a  divifion  upou  it,  part  of  the  country 
tw>uldcome  out  clear.  In  his  Majefty's  Speech,  there  was  no 
nebtion-Qf  ftUies }  it  mths  only  faid  ^  that  his  Majefty  will  omit 
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no  opportunity  of  concerting  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, with  fuch  of  the  powers  of  Europe  as  arc  imprefTed 
with  tV  fame  fenfe  of  the  neccffity  of  vigour  and  exertion." 
"Who  thofe  powers  might  be  we  were  left  to  conjefturc.  The 
Dutch,  however^  we  w^re  told,  were  negotiating,  and  the 
King  of  PrufTia  we  knew  had  failed.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  fcconded  the  Addrefs  had  given  him  the  credit  of  predict- 
ing this  failure ;  but  added  that  he  himfelf  had  predicted  the 
fall  of  Robefpierre,  and  various  other  matters  which  had  alfo 
come  to  pafs.  The  Hon.  Gentlen)an  might  have  predifted 
that  it  would  be  a  di^y.fummer  or  a  rainy  autumn  ;  he  refigned 
to  him  all  the  honour  of  prediction.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  predicted  nothing;  he  had  only  ufed  the  bed  arguments 
he  was  able,  to  (hew  that,  from  the  pad  conduct  of  the  King 
of  PruITia,  there  could  be  no  reliance  on  any  engagement  he 
might  enter  into  with  us  y  and  the  event  had  (hewn,  that  thofe 
arguments  were  well  founded.  The  minifter  himfelf  would 
not  now  promife  us  any  afllilance  beyond  his  contingent  as  an 
Eleftor  of-the  £mpire>  even  on  the  treaty  of  1787.  But  the 
Emperor  was  to  make  a  great  augmentation  of  his  forces,  by 
money  borrowed  on  our  credit.  Why  on  our  credit  ? — Plainly, . 
becaufe  he  had  no  credit  of  his  own.  Were  there  no  monied 
men  in  the  Emperor's  dominions?  Were  the  capitalifls  of 
Europe  fo  (hort-fightcd,  fo  flow  in  perceiving  the  advantages 
.  of  an  Imperial  loan,  that  they  could  not  fee  them,  till  pointed 
out  by  our  government?  They  faw  the  advantages;  but  they 
would  not  lend  their  money,  becaufe  they  knew  the  borrower 
was  not  to  be  trufted.  The  loan  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  thaa 
a  fubfidy  under  another  name,  a  di(lin£tion  fo  flimfy  and  fo 
trifling,  as  he  hoped  never  to  have  feen  attemp^d  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  great  potentates.  Mark  then  the  defperate  fituation 
to  which  wc  were  reduced.  The  only  ally  from  whom  we  had 
any  hopes  of  efficient  aid  was  the  Emperor ;  and  from  him,- 
for  the  enormous  fum  of  fix  millions,  we  might  get  as  good 
and  as  ufeful  a  fubfidiary  treaty,  as  was  our  treaty  with  the 
King  of  Pruffia  lad  year.  The  Emperor,  it  would  be  faid, 
had  more  faith — fo  it  was  faid  of  the  King  of  Pruflia ;  but  he 
bad  very  little  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  Cabinet  of  any  ab- 
folute  Monarch.  During  the  American  war,  a  Noble  Mar- 
quis then  commanding  a  feparate  army,  exprefled  his  great  fur- 
prife  at  finding  the  people  of  Virginia  fo  like  the  people  of 
Carolina.  Next  year  we  might  have  to  exprefs  our  great  fur- 
prife  at  finding  the  King  of  Bohemia  fo  like  the  Elector  o£ 
Brandenburgh.  He  would  agree  to  put  the  whole  argument 
on  the  opinion  of  any  experienced  ofliccr  who  h<id  fcrved .  the 
lad  campaign  on  the  continent,  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
VoL.L  Q^  rational 
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rational  hope  of  co-operation  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Auftrian  army.  They  hated  one  another  more  than  either 
hated  the  French  ;  and  from  the  battle  of  Tournay,  where  the 
Auftrians  fought  the  whole  day,  or  rather  ftood  the  whole 
day  without  fighting,  and  the  enemy  were  repulfed  by  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Britifli  army,  their  mutual  complaints  and  re- 
criminations had  been  inceffant.  Bat  the  finances  of  France 
were  exhaullcd,  and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  try  whofe  finances 
m^ould  hold  out  longed.  Into  this  part  of  the  queftion  he 
would  not  enter,  becaufe  ,we  were  told  the  very  fame  thing 
laft  year,  and  on  the  very  fame  arguments.  The  King's  Speech 
laft  year  faid  the  refources  of  the  French  were  rapidly  de- 
clining; but  rapidly  was  only  a  relative  term — they  were  again 
rapidly  declining  this  year;  and  fo  they  might  be  ten  years 
hence.  The  fall  of  Robefpicrre — he  feemed  a  great  favourite 
on  account  of  his  power — it  was  faid  had  relaxed  the  terror, 
and  eonfequently  tne  energy,  of  the  French  fyftem.  The  fall 
of  Robefpierr^,  from  the  (Irefs  laid  upon  it,  one  would  think 
a  tale  of  ycftcrday;  but  when  we  looked  at  dates,  he  was  put 
to  death  on  the  27th  of  July,  and  fince  that  time  there  appear- 
ed, at  leaft,  no  relaxation  of  the  French  fuccefies. — Modera- 
tion, it  was  contended,  muft  weaken  their  government  and 
cripple  their  exertions ;  he  believed  no  fuch  thing ;  he  looked 
to  general  principles,  and  believed  that  moderation  gave 
ftrength.  Why,  it  was  afkcd,  were  we  to  look  for  lefs  co- 
operation in  the  interior  of  France  than  formerly  ?  Becaufe 
there  was  no  infurreSion  at  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Toulon,  and 
he  apprehended  very  Httlc  in  La  .Vendee.  Our  refources,  it 
was  faid,  were  not  yet  touched. — No? — ^The  Speech  did  not 
tell  us,  as  laft  year,  that  the  burdens  to  be  impofed  would  be 
little  felt  by  the  people,  an  omiffion  he  much  regretted,  as  cer- 
tainly it  was  not  made  in  compliment  to  his  arguments  on  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  infertion.  Would  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  fay  that  if  the  war  was  continued  another  year, 
the  people  had  yet  felt  one  tenth  of  the  new  taxes  they 
muft  have  to  bear  ?  Taxes  were  felt  by  the  poor,  and  their 
fituation  was  particulary  to  be  confidered,  when  the  objeft  of 
the  war  was  fo  equivocal,  that  it  might  be  doubted  whether 
the  attainment  of  it  would  be  defirable  even  if  it  could  be  at- 
tained by  making  peace.  Minifters  appeared  to  know  every 
thing  that  was  paffing  within  France,  but  nothing  that  was 
paflingout  of  it.  Of  the  failing  of  fleets  from  French  ports, 
which  it  might  be  worth  knowing,  they  had  no  information. 
Juft  fo  our  hoftility  feemed  to  do  everything  with  France,  to 
raife  a  tyrant  and  deftroy  him,  but  nothing  out  of  France. 
The  depreeiaiion  of  aflignats  was  with  him  an  argument  of 

little 


;ic.  3«  ]        WOOPFALt'S  PARUAMBNTARV  REPORTS,  115 

little  weight. — He  had  been  accudomed  for  ycaw  to  hear  that 
the  paper  currency  of  America  was  depreciated,  not  to  one 
half  or  one  fourth  of  its  nominal  valuc>  but  to  nothing.  His 
information,  however,  differed  entirely  from  that  of  the  Chan-' 
cellor  of  tiie  Excheqtier  on  the  depreciation  of  aflignats ;  on 
the  ruined  ftate  of  French  commerce  it  agreed.  But  on  the 
ftate  of  indullry  and  agriculture  it  totally  difagreed.  He  was 
told  by  Amerixran  gentlemen,  and  thefe  by  no  means  partial  to 
Frencn  principles,  that  at  no  former  period  had  the  cultivation 
of  the  produce  of  the  foil  been  near  fo  great.  When  he  heard 
of  the  frr/2A7V//<//;^  and  expedients  connected  with  it,  he  inferred 
that  the  mlfery  and  diftrefs  of  the  poor  muft  be  neceflary  con- 
felquences.  He  was  aflured,  however,  that  the  poor  clafles  ,of 
people  in  France  had  now  a  much  greater  portion  of  all  that 
to  them  conftitutcd  the  comforts  of  life,  than  had  ever  fallen 
to  their  Jot  before  the  revolution,  of  perhaps  to  the  lot  of 
many  of  the  poor  of  this  country.  It  might  be  faid  that  his 
informants  were  inaccurate  obfcrvers  or  falfe  relators— ^but 
who  were  thofe  from  whom  minifters  derived  their  informa- 
tion? The  very  perfons  who  deluded  them felves,  and  had  an 
incereft  in  deluding  miuifters  into  the  profecution  of  a  hope«- 
lefs  con  cell.  He  depended  not  alone  on  the  accuracy  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  coaver£ed.  The  ctrcumflances  tl^ey  dated  he 
found  confirmed  by  the  pamphlets  of  French  emigr.auts.  But 
he  did  not  reft  his  politics  on  the  fituation  of  France,  of  which 
his  knowledge  mull  be  imperfe^l ;  be  looked  to  the  fjtuation 
of  England,  which  he  had  the  means  of  knowing ;  he  faw  us 
involved  in  a  war  which  muft  produce  incrcafe  of  debt  and 
taxes,  with  no  compcnfation  even  in  profpe<5l,  and  thought 
the  fooner  we  got  out  of  it  the  better.  Peace,  it  was  faid, 
would  be  in&cure,  we  fliouid  not  be  able  to  difarm,  becaufe 
the  French  could  not  venture  to  di{ban<l  their  numerous  armies, 
and  bring  back  fo  many  men  without  fixed  habitations  or  em- 
ployment into  the  heart  of  the  country.  Thus  were  miniftcrs 
reduced  to  tliis  Curious  argument,  "  We  ought  to  continue 
the  war,  becaufe  the  French  have  an  arm7  which  they  cannot 
Jteep  up;  and  peace  would  be  infecure,  becaufe  the  French 
have  an  array  which  they  cannot  diftand." — What  the  effefts 
of  peace  might  be  in  France,  whether  the  old  government 
would  be  rettored,  or  a  better  fyftcm  edablifhed  in  its  room, 
were  fpeculations  which,  as  a  philofiipher  and  philanthropift, 
he  might  indulge  in,  but  never  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  or 
a  Counfellor  of  his  Majefty,  adopt  as  principles  of  conduft. 
It  was  pretended  that  our  hoftility  had  already  produced  a 
change  of  fyftem  for  the  better}  but  on  comparing  fadls  with 
dates,  we  (hould  have  mpre  reafon  to  fay  that  our  hoftility 
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produced  the  fyftcm,  with  reference  to  whicli  only  the  prcfent 
fyftem  was  admitted  to  be  better  ;  that  our  invading  France 
had  made  Robefpicrre  a  tyrant,  and  our  running  away  de- 
ftroyed  him. 

In  giving  his  vote  for  the  Amendment,  he  (hould  wi(h  to 
leave  out  the  words,  *'  tranfaflions  which  have  lately  happened 
in  France,"  becaufe  we  were  not  to  treat  with  any  fet  of  men 
on  account  of  their  good  or  bad  chara£lers,  but  on  account  of 
their  poflcfling  the  power  to  treat.  If,  however,  the  Gentlemen 
who  moved  and  feconded  the  Amendment,  fhould  obje£l  to 
leaving  out  tbofe  words,  he  fhould  vote  for  it  neverthe- 
lefs. 

Oi^r  acquifition  of  Corfica,  although  mentioned  in  the 
Speech,  had  not  been  once  noticed  in  the  debate.  The  mode 
in  which  we  had  made  the  acquifition  was  curious*  If  it  was 
valuable  to  the  enemv  or  important  to  us,  we  might  fairly  take 
pofleflion  of  it  by  right  of  conquell,  as  we  had  done  of  the  Weft 
India  Iflands  ;  but  we  had  not  ,donc  fo.  We  had  done  it  in  a 
way  that  illuftraied  the  do6krine  in  Dr.  Price's  Sermon,  ren- 
dered fo  confpicuous  by  the  notice  taken  of  ic  in  the  Reflec- 
tions on  the  French  Revolution,  a  book  of  fuch  excellence,  that 
a,  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  recommended 
.reading  it  over  again,  having  probably  done  fo  himfelf,  as  he 
had  changed  his  firft  opinion  of  it.  His  Majefty  was  once 
King  of  North  America ;  he  was  now  King  of  Corfica — In 
North  America  he  had  been  cajbiered^  in  Corfica,  he  had  been 
eleBed — fo  that  the  doftrine  of  eledling  Kings,  and  cafhiering 
them  for  mifcondud,  was  not  matter  of  dangerous  theory,  but 
of  approved  pra6tice.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  convened  the  Primary 
AfFemblies  of  Corfica,  they  chofe  Delegates,  who  met  with 
various  other  perfons,  and  all  had  voices  that  came,  fo  that  the 
cle6lion,  by  his  own  account,  was  fomething  very  like  un'iverfal 
fnffrage.  But  this  was  not  all — his  Majefty  had  previoufly  de- 
termined not  to  withhold  from  the  inhabitants  of  Corfica  the 
proteftion  which  they  fought  for  in  their  fpirited  efforts  to  de- 
liver, the mfelves  from  the  yoke  of  France  ;  and  thus  was  made 
by  his  minifters  to  avow  adUng  upon  the  famous  decree  of  the 
French  Convention,  holding  out  proteftion  to 'the  inhabitants 
of  all  countries  who  fhould  make  efforts  to  deliver  themfelvcs 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Government  under  which  they  lived-?— a 
decree  which  the  mere  circumftancc  of  the  Convention  having 
paffed,  without  having  ever  afted  upon  it,  was  two  years  ago 
held  forth  as  a  fufficient  caufe  of  war  with  France.  On  the 
propriety  of  his  M^rjcfty's  accepting  the  crown  of  Corfica, 
M  ithout  confuMng  Parliament,  he  fhould  fay  nothing  at  prc- 
fent i  but  he  had  much  doubt  of  its  ultimately  conducing  muck 
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to  the  honour  of  this  country,  or  contributing  to  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace. 

If  we  were  never  to  treat  with  the  heads  of  the  Convention, 
but  in  fuch  extremity,  as  left  no  room  for  choice,  when  could 
we  look  for  peace  ?  He  wifhed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
wouM  recoiled  that  his  honour,  and  the  honour  of  the  country, 
were  two  diftin£^  things ;  and  that  it  was  too  much  to  wait 
till  the  hour  of  extremity  came,  merely  that  he'  might  be  able 
to  fay — 

Pol  11  it  qu«  fdurima  virtus,  * 


EOc  fuit- 


When  he  propofed  treating,  he  held  it  more  honourable  not 
to  wait  till  he  was  beaten  into  it.  The  country  was  already 
forely  beaten ;  it  had  received  wounds  both  deep  and  wide,  but 
the  obdinacy  of  minifters  was  not  yet  conquered.  Perhaps, 
as  they  thought  upon  the  fame  principle  that  it  would  be  dif- 
honourable  to  rcftore  the  conquered  Weft  India  Iflands,  they 
were  waiting  till  the  French  (hould  retake  them.  He  knew 
not  if  this  was  the  intention,  but  they  had  given  the  French 
ample  opportunity. 

If  it  were  advilcable  to  go  on  with  the  war,  let  us  look  at  the 
conduct  of  it  for  two  campaigns,  and  what  hope  could  we  have 
of  fuccefs  under  the  aufpices  of  thofe  who  now  direfted  its 
operations  ?  Lord  Chatham  had  retired  from  the  Admiralty, 
full  of  glory,  covered  with  laurels  for  his  able  difpofition  of  our 
naval  force,  and  the  a£live  proteSion  he  had  given  to  our 
trade.  If  the  boafts  of  laft  year  on  tfeis  fubjeft  were  true,  it 
was  unfair  to  check  his  Lord(hip  in  the  career  of  his  glory,  and 
unjuft  to  deprive  the  country  of  his  ferviccs  at  fo  important  a 
crifis.  But  they  were  not  true,  his  retiring  was  a  confeflion 
of  incapacity  or  neglig(ince  ;  and  if  he  had  delayed  it  much 
longer,  there  would  have  been  petitions  for  his  removal.  To 
the  Weft  Indies  fuch  a  force  had  been  fent  as  nothing  but  the 
great  abilities  of  the  officers  who  commanded  could  have 
enabled  to  take  the  French  Idands,  and,  when  taken,  was  infuf- 
ficient  to  defend  them.  To  Toulon  fuch  a  force  was  fent,  a& 
was  too  fmall  for  defence,  and  too  great  for  retreat  ,with 
honour.  The  projefted  invafion  had  been  kept  alive  from  year 
to  year,  and  ferved  only  to  weaken  our  force  in  quarters 
were  it  ought  to  have  'been  ftrong,  without  even  an  attempt  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Were  our  caufe  as  good  as  our  re- 
fources  were  faid  to  be  inexhauftible,  with  fuch  weaknefs,  fuch 
want  of  fyftfcm,  fuch  hefitating,  wavering  incapacity  in  the 
direftion  ot  our  force,  we  could  hope  for  no  fuccefs. 

If 
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If  the  Hon.  Gentieman  who  moved  the  Amendment,  and 
his  friends  (for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  he  felt  great  rcfpe^,  on 
account  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  a  meafure  in  which  he  felt  deeply  intercfted),  thought 
that,  in  confequence  of  their  aiding  him  to  obtain  a  fpe^f 
peace,  peace  might  be  made,  without  an  inquiry  into  tke 
caufes  of  the  war,  he  gave  them  notice  that  he  would  receive 
fiippoTt  upon  no  fuch  terms.  He  would  never  forego  inquiry 
into  the  caufes  pf  the  war,  and  meafures  to  prevent  Similar 
calamities  in  fixture.  This  was  due  to  the  people,  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  peace  they  fhould  forget  tlicir  former  fufferings 
from  war,  and  again  yield  themfelves  up  to  delufion.  Both  the 
prefent  and  the  American  war  were  owing  to  a  Court  party  in 
this  country,  that  hated  the  very  name  of  liberty  j  and  to  an 
indifFcrcnce,  amounting  to  barbarity,  in  the  minifter,  to  the 
diftrcffes  of  the  people. — It  was  feme  confolation  to  him  that 
he  had  done  his  utmoft  to  prevent  the  war  ;  and  to  know  that  - 
thofe  who  provoked  it  could  not  but  fee),  even  while  they  were 
endeavouring  to  perfuade  others  of  the  contrary,  that  they 
mufl,  in  no  very  long  fpace  of  time,  adopt  the  very  courfe 
which  he  was  recommending  as  fit  to  be  adopted  now. 

In  the  Speech,  not  a  word  was  faid  of  the  navy. — He  (hould 
only  obfcrve,  that  in  our  prefent  circumftances  the  negleS  of 
building  a  fingle  Ihip  that  could  poflibly  be  built,  was  a  negle£t 
highly  criminal, 

Mr.  JoUiffe  faid,  that  on  hearing  the  Addrefs  he  eouM  by  no 
ineJ^ns  approve  it,  becaufe  it  pledged  the  Houfc  and  every  indi- 
vidual who  voted  for  it,  to  a  full  and  unequivocal  fupport  6f  the 
war  fo  long  as  minifters  fhould  plcafe  to  carry  it  on,  without 
any  limit  in  point  of  duration,  or  any  bounds  in  point  of  ex- 
pence — that  the  minifter  had,  indeed,  in  fome  degree  relieved 
his  muid  by  admitting  that  he  would,  under  certain  circum- 
ftances, feel  himfelf  ar  liberty  to  treat  with  the  minifters  of  a 
f tench  Republic.  This,  Mr.  JollifFe  faid,  he  rejoiced,  to  hear, 
bccaufc  he  feared  he  would  have  no  opportunity  of  treating 
with  any  Other.  But  lie  diHipprovcd  the  Addrefs,  becaufe 
tte  language  was  too  exprcfiive  of  war — and  becaufe  he  was 
nnxious  for  peace,  which  he  certainly  was  as  much  a&  any  man 
in  the  kingdom.  He  muft  much  more  ftrongly  opp«le  the 
Amendment,  becaufe  it  either  put  a  treaty  of  peace  totally  out 
of  fight  and  beyond  expectation,  or  made  it  ncceflary  to  accept 
of  any  terms  tliat  the  Vrcnch  might  think  proper  to  im- 
pofe.  Would  any  man,  involved  in  a  contcft,  finding  his 
e'rt.ite  unable  to  fupport  the  cxpcncc,  and  his  friends  refufing 
alFiIlancc,  or  a  nntion  wljofe  refources  were  cxhaufted  and 
wUofc  allies  fcriorl;  them,  as  was  ftated  to  be  the  cafe  with  us, 

publicly 
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publicly  proclaim  their  fituation,  in  order  to  in<luce  thieir  adver- 
faries  to  accommodate  their  differences  on  juft  and  equitaUe 
grounds  ?  Would  they  not  rather  rely  on  their  agents  or  minif- 
t^rs  to  obtain  the  bed  terms  for  them  in  their  power?  The 
contrary  conduft  mud  produce  the  lofs  of  the  object  they  pro- 
feifed  to  be  defirous  of  attaining.  They  muft  either  have  con- 
fidence in  their  minifters  to  truft  to  their  negotiation,  or  fup- 
pofing  them  incapable,  they  muft  remove  them  from  their 
•ffices. — ^This  Amendment  went  direftly  to  that  objecl:,  anA 
rt  would  have  been  more  liberal  and  candid  in  tlie  Honourable 
Mover  of  it,  to  have  addreflcd  the  Crown  to  remove  from  his 
office  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  whom  he  cxpr«fre<l 
friendihip  and  regard,  than  either  to  compel  Itis  refignation  of 
his  office,  or  place  him  in  a  Gtuation  the  moft  degrading  tha£ 
could  be  conceived — namely,  to  treat  for  peace  with  a  com* 
pulfion  to  agree.  Mr.  Jolliffe  fafd,  it  was  not  material  to  him 
which  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr,  Post, 
filled  that  fituiition,  but  it  was  very  material  to  him  and  to  tl^c 
country,  that  they  ihould,  neither  of  them,  be  fettered  and  tieil 
down  to  the  moft  ignominious  of  all  fituations.  From  an  anx-> 
ious  dcfirc  for  an  honourable  and  permanent  peace,  he 
found  h\,mfelf  compelled  to  refift  the  Amendment. 

Mr,  DuftJas  rofe  to  vindicate  the  Noble  Earl  (Chatham)  in 
his  abfence,  and  declared  that  he  fliould  be  rc:tc]y  to  m?et  and 
difpufs  fairly  all  the  points  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr,  Fox) 
might  think  proper  to  bring  forward  refpefting  the  mifmniagc- 
ment  attributed  to  his  Majefty's  minifters.  On  thefubjca  of 
the  Weft  Iiuiies,  and  the  other  matters  introduced  in  the  de- 
bate, he  (hould  be  ready  to  give  anfwcrs  wjieh  they  came  a^aic 
before  the  Houfe;  but  at  tnat  late  hour,  he  declined  entering 
on  them.  In  juftification  of  the  late  Lord  of  the  Admiralty^ 
however,  he  begged  to  fay  a  few  words. 

At  no  period  had  our  navy  been  incrcafed  with  more  rapi- 
dity and  ability,  or  had  it  been  more  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  or  more  fuccefsfal.  During  Lord  Chatham's  naval  ad- 
miniftration  we  had  taken  or  deftroyed  zo  (hips  of  the  line  ;  20 
frigates  from  44  to  32  guns  ;  8  frii^ates  of  lefs  -forcCi^  and  28 
other  veffeltof  war:  While,  on  the  contrary,  the  French  had 
only  taken  and  deftroyed  of  our  fliips,  one  of  the  li:^c,  the 
Alexander;  two  frigates  of  more  than  32  guns;  one  fmaller 
frigate,  and  16  other  fliips  of  war.  Whenever  an  opportunity 
had  offered,  our  navy  had  triumphed,  and  they  could  do  no 
more ;  the  enemy  had  no  commerce,  and  therefore  we  could 
take  no  merchantmen  \  but  on  the  contrary,  our.  commerce 
was  fo  Aouri(hing,  that  it  afibrded  them  many  opportunities  of 
snaking  captures. 

Our 


Bt»  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.        [CoM»ft>icf« 

Our  exports  and  imports  were,  he  faid,  never  higher,  and 
not  only  our  commerce,  but  our  revenue  and  our  manufadhures, 
were  in  a  very  flourifliing  ftate.  He  applauded  Lord  Chatham's 
condu£^  in  the  Admiralty,  and  did  not  wifli  Earl  Spencer's  to 
be  more  deferving  of  praife. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  at  that 
late  hour,  on*the  general  topics  of  the  debate.  He  had  at- 
tempted twice  to  be  heard,  as  he  was  very  defirous  of  deliver- 
ing his  fentiments  on  the  important  queftion  before  the  Houfe  ; 
but  the  laft  time  it  had  been  judged  mod  proper  to  prefer  hear- 
ing the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  account  of  his  indif- 
pofition.  He  would,  therefore,  at  prefent,  only  remark,  that 
if  Lord  Chatham  had  been  fo  very  £rble  a  minifter,  it  waa 
highly  improper  to  remove  him  :  But  he  thought  it  a  public 
misfortune  that  no  inquiry  was  inftituted  into  his  condufb, 
which  he  was  convinced  would  be  proved  to  be  very  different 
from  what  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down 
had  reprefented  it  ;  and  had  he  continued  in  office  much 
longer,  he  had  good  grounds  for  believing  that  a  petition 
would  have  foon  been  prefented  to  the  King,  from  the  mer- 
chants and  other  commercial  men  in  the  city  of  London^  for 
hi6  removal. 

Mr.  Brandling  faid  a  few  words,  which  were  not  diftin£Hy 
heard  cither  by  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  or  the  flrangers. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Houfe  divided,  when  there  appeared. 
Ayes  {for  the  Amendment)  -  73 

Noes  (againft  it)  -  -  246 


Majority  for  carryipg  on  the  war 

The  original  Addrefs  was  then  put  and  carried, 
Adjourned. 


^73 


LiJ{  cfthe  Minority  on  Mr.  Wilherforce' s  Amendment  to  the  Ad* 
drefi  to  negotiate  a  Peace  nvith  France. 

Anfon,  Thomas 
Aodcrfou,  J.  W. 
Antonie,  L«e 


Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bankes,  Henry 
Baring,  Sir  Francis 


Litchfield 
City  of  London 
Great  Mario w 
Clitheroe 
CorflF  Caftle 
Chipping  Wy- 
'  combe 

Barrham,  J.  Forftcr  .Stockbriiige 
Bouverle,  Hon.  £.      Northampton 
Bouverie,  Hon.  W.    New  Sarum 
Bullocky  John  EfTex  County 

BurdoDy  Rowland      Durham  Co. 
Burch,  J.R.  Thctford^ 


Byng,  Georjje 
Church,  J.  B. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Colquhoun,  Wm, 
Courtcnay,  John 
'  Ooxe,  H.  Hippedey 
Curwcn,  C. 
Davers,  Sir  Charles 

Duncombe,  Henry 
Erlkine,  Hon.  T. 
Featherftoi)^  Sir  H. 


Middlefex  Co. 
Wendovcr 
Norfolk  Co- 
Derby 
Bedford 
Tamworth 
Somerfetfliire 
Caii.ilc 

Bury    St.  Ed- 
monds 
Yorkfliire 
Portfrnouth 
Ditto 

Fitz. 
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Fitxpalrick,  Right 

Hon.  R. 
Fletcllery  Sir  Henry, 

Folkes,  Sir  M.  B. 
Foley,  Hon.  E. 
Fox,  Rt. Hon. C.J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Gsrliet,  Lord 
Grey,  Charles 

Hare,  James 
Harcourt,  John 
Hill,  Sir  Ridhard 
Howard,  Henry 
Huffey,  William 
Jckyi,  Jofeph 
St.John,Sr.  Andrew 
Kempe,  Thomas 
Langltoni  John 
Limbton,  W.  H, 
Lemon,  Si^-  W. 
Lechmer«,  Edmond 
Long,  Samuel 
Lodlow,  Earl 

M'Lcod,  Col.  N. 


Taviftock 

Cumberland 
County 

King's  Lynn 

Worccfteraiirc 
.  Wefttniniler 

Blcchingly 

Saltafli 

Northumber- 
land 

Kjiare{borough 

Ilchcfter 

Shropfhire 

Arundel 

New  Sarum 

Calne 

Bedfordfhirt 

Lewes 

Bridgewater 

Durham  City 

Cornwall    > 

WorccftcrCity 

Itchefter 

Huntingdon- 
fliire 

Invemefsihire 


Main:'  aring,  Wm., 
Martin,  Jumcs 
Milner,  Sir  W. 
Milbanke,  Ralph 
Moftyn»SirR. 
North",  Dudley 
Pelrfe,  Hnry 
Plumer,  William 
HuiTd,  Lord  W. 
Shdiidan,  R.  B. 
Shaw,  CunlifFe 
Smith,  William 
Spencer.  Lord  R. 
Srurt,  Charles 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Taylor,  Clement 
Tarlcion,  General 
Thompfon,  T. 
Thornton,  Robert 
Thornton,  Henry 
Townihend,  Lord  J. 
Walwyn,  James 
Weftem,  C.  C. 
Wilbraham,  Roger 
.WilberfoFce,W. 
Wynne,  R.  Watkin 


Middlefex  .Co, 

Tevi^kclbury 

York  City^ 

Durham  Co* 

Flintfliire 

Great  Gfimiby 

Northallerton 

Hertforclihirer 

Surrey  County 

Stafford  Town 

Prtfton 

Camelfprd 

Wareham 

Br  id  port 

P  ole 

Maid  (lone 

Liverpool 

Evefham 

Colchefter 

Southwaik 

Knare(borougK 

HcrcfordTowti 

Maiden 

Bodmyn 

Yorkftiire  ^ 

Denbighfliire 


TELLERS. 
Maitland,  Hon.  TWomai  Jedburgh^  Sec, 

Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun. 


Bedford  Town. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,    December  31. 

»  Several  Members  took  the  oaths  and  their  feats. 

"Tbe'Speaher  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  Ix)nl  Hood,  frftm  on  board  the  Viftory,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  the  Speaker's  letter,  conveying  the 
Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Lordfhip,  for  his  public  fervices, 
&c. 

The  Speaker  faid  alfo,  that  a  fimilar  Letter  of  Thanks  had 
been  written  by  him  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis^ 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  but,  owing  to  the  expeftation  of  theib 
fpeedy  return,  the  letter  was  not  tranfmitted  \  which  was  the 
reafon  he  had  no  acknowledgment  from  them. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Hindon,  in  the  (bounty  of 
Wilts>  in  the  room  of  William  Beckford,  Efq.  who  has  ac- 
cepted of  the  Stewardihip  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchhull  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Addrefs 
agreed  on  by  the  Houfe  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  in  r^ 
turn  for  his  Speech. 

Vol.  I.  R  The 
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• 

VThc  Addre^  wa$  icad  a  firft  and  fecond  time  and  zgrted 
to,  anJ  a  Committee  of  ftich  Memliera  as  ate  <tf  the  Wwf 
Council  was  oi^ied  to  wait  oh  the  King,  to  leara  when  his 
M^cfty  would  be  jileafcd  to  feeeife  die  AddrefsK; 

Thfe  common  ordcnTof  the  Hovfe  being  read,  and  UvM  pli- 
cate petitions  rehired,  the  Honfe  adjoonied. 

.  HdUSE  OF  COMMONS- 
TrvRSDat,  yaa.  I. 

U^  BtMord  repdfttd  that  his  Majeftj  had  appointed  tht«6 
o'clock  to-Say  to  feceiTC  the  Addrefs. 

The  Hokfc,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J^eftf  ordered,  that  k 
do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  to-morrow. 

A  net^  ^Rrrft  Wafs  ordered  for  Moipethj  in  die  toom  of 
FnMcis  8reg|^  £fq. ;  he  hayitag  accepted  the  ChiRetn 
tfuhdteds. 

The  Hottfe  ordef^  that  no  prhrate  petitions  flwnld  be  i«* 
ceived  aftet  the  6fii  of  February  next. 

Adjenrntd. 

•I    i      ■ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  yflw.  1. 

Mr^Speaitr  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  attendeid 
liM  Majefty  yeflerday,  with  their  Addrefs  ;  to  which  his  Ma* 
jefty  was  pleafed  to  gitne  this  moft  gracious  aniWer : 

*«  Ocntlemen, 

<'  I  return  your  my  moft  cord 'ail  thanks  for  thitl^aland  ditifiil  AMMk, 
y*  apd  for  tlie  aff«^onate  feniimentt  whicli  you  exprifs  on  the  appraachini^ 
y  marriagie'df  my  Ton  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

««  The  aflurancet  of  your  continued  and  aealout  fupport  ki  the  importaitt 
''<  contcft  in  wMcd  we  are  engaged,  afford  me  the  grcateft  fatufaAioa. 
««  Yoor  fimme&  and  {leHciKrance,  and  the  fpiric  aAd  ckeitioiis  dfmy  peo- 
«'  plci  can  ahine  lead  to  a  focccfsful  and  honouraMe  letmiiaitiua  of  dii 
*«<  war>  and  to  the  firm  eft&bUflimcnt  of  general  tranquility/* 

•  flABEA^  66RPtJS.  * 

Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  t^e  Houle  of  what  be  had  tahenthe 
Jibcrty  of  faying  on,  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  tooching  a  mat- 
ter, in  his  opinion^  of  the  firft  importance  to  every  Britifh 
;fi^bje£t:  He  rofe,  therefore,  now  to  give  notice,  that  he 
Ihould  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  he  could  of  formally  fub- 
nitting  to  that  Honfe  a  queftionj-^Wbechcv.  die  Habtas  d*^ 

fus 
I 


^#^  iU^»  ip4  nD  ^  »iv»i4;ige«  which  the  people  pf  tjbis  coun- 
try had  derived  |)p4«r  it^  ihoyld  or  (hould  ao(  be  r/sftpred  3  aq^ 
9oeA^r  ihe  ntfp^^^  ^nd  vffieratbp  wtfh  wbi^b  we  h^d  l^ee^ 
]accuft€i9^4  ^P  H^iH^  ^  T^^l  by  Jury,  an^  the  efteem  aQd 
'  '4ief€i^e0§f  wMfib  hiM  b|?eq  generally  given  fo  verdi£ta,  ibould 
lie  f:ontii|4aed,  or  jbie  ^aiirply  ^^dical^d  from  t}xe  pul^lip  mfnd  ^ 
^^1[7^  |Ip«|^  liKOMJd  ioifi^ecjiately  perceiye,  that  he  alluded  to 
A€  ^lU  ((^  the  M9^nf}9n  f>i  the  ffaha/  CQifus  A£k^  which 
^iji^p^fled  iMider  an  j4ea  c^f  g  f  iote^ifting  iti  this  coumry,  ^ul 
#»f  the  Idedfion  of  a  jury  fh^t  00  Tuph  piot  exited*  fie  dierer 
iiof^g^e  zu>t)Ge,  chat  on  the  .eiifj|i.ng  Monday  h^  ihpuld  move 
ior  k^W  tp  bring  in  '*  a  Bill  ito  i:epe»l  the  A^  of  the  laijk 
^eSUim  of  Parliaiheiitj  for  tfa.e  Suipen&op  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 

THE  NAVY-. 

Jfif.  MpfTis  RMfifitt  faid,  he  wiflied  to  call  the  attention 
l»f  t^  Hou&  to  a  matter  of  so  iiicoafiderabte  itopocuoce.  It 
4ad  bcca  pretty  ^eneraUyafleited,  thait  the  French  bad,  U  Hhk 
time»  a  fi^ierionty  over «s  at  fea,  and  while  diait  wasth^cat? 
we  muft  M  in  a  very  dangerous  fituadon.  He  wilbed  tba(t 
we  Aoidd  be  abk  to  call  tbofe  who  bad  any  conun^nd  in 
4Mir  navy  to  be  vcfponSbfe  for  itbe^r  condtta  ;  Affi  couMl 
mewei  be  ibe  cafe  while  they  had  any  excyfe,  and  9  good  Me 
they  niiuft  have  while  the  enemy  was  fuperior  to  us,  Upop 
^vbal  iiad  been  bqafted  of  ^a«  our  own  element.  Tbeace  ivas  a 
new  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and,  therefore,  he  tboM^ 
fome  ftep  fliould  he  taken  to  change  our  fyftem,  and  to  put 
<bs  JB^Y  sf  ^^^  to  >»  ftfffir  ftj^te.  He  cog^d  n9,t,  ^  jiaid, 
h^lp  i^ffixyiogiy  ^at  the  vaj$  Aun  of  money  ^hvch  hp^i^fr 
j^qd  the  jn^jSttr  .intended  to  give  t|0  the  Eippexpr  toyrjffd^ 
Carrying  on  the  war,  would  be  better  employed  m  augmentiiw 
,ouraay9l£o;:Qe;  and,  if  hefound^  i)iou<^  CQiU(;vi;rin|;  ;^itn 
^1191  ^9  th.^t  i4ea^  he  ibould  jbri^g  forward  a  jmbUoh  to  diayt 
^jGe^,  of  3«(hich  *  he  wovd^  the^  give  notioe ;  hut  firft,  1^ 
W^ntc4  <o  iic  formed,  by  any  pne  pi;efent,  who  h^^  a  fl^ai? 
f^  .4^e  .dep^^tment  of  gg^vernffie^i^t  to  which  thi^  matter  i^* 
>nediatel^  iipplied,  whetbcf  any  thing  had  been  ^te.rtoin(^ 
jppqn  in  tj^at  jjefpqft  ?  . 

AficQpe  for  fome  time  havVMS  /enfued,  ifr.  l^HnJm  ^}^^ 
ff:^^^  .the  l4ords  .of  %the  Ad<9^i^Uy  did  not  think  ,t}^  ,tbe  jTub*-    ' 
i^  .W?6  yoTtJiy  '^ir  ^tteAtiop-flw- 

Tbe  ^««Ur  Xaid,  ^e  \yjf&  loxff  tp  interrupt  the  JHon*  M^Wr 
jfeyr^  .b.ttt  J^e  jxi^jJL  fuggeft,  tih^t^the  oxJy  xegul^  n)Q4c  of  p.r9- 
.o^^og  wa^  ,^ther  ^9  <iKi^e  jt  /nql^q,  fyt  to  five  j^ticeiJbat  f 
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Mr.  Robin/on  then  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  make  a  matioQ 
6n  the  ftate  of  the  navy  on  the  foUo>/ving  Tu€;fday. 

Mri  Sheridan  obferved,  that  perhaps  the  Houfe  was  waiting 
£pr  the  niiniller.  A  queilion  of  great  importance,  refpcfting 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  had  been  put  j  ^d  the  Lords  jof  the 
Admiralty  did  not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  anfwer.  He, 
in  confequence,  felt  himfelf  to  be  in  an  unpJeafant  fituation, 
having  a  matter  of  importance}  and  particularly  interefling  to 
the  city  of  London,  to  bring  forward  $  but  he  did  not  fee  any 
pf  the  Members  for  that  city  in  their  places:  Perhaps  they 
too,  like  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty^  might  think  it  beneath 
their  dignity  to  attend  to  what  might  be  deemed  their  par- 
ticular duty.  He,  however,  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday 
he  (hould  have  amotion  to  mak£,  relative  to  the  City  Militia 

Aa. 

HOURS  OF  PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  (hould  adopt,  for 
.  this  Se(fion,  the  fame  regulation,  with  regard  to  buiinefs,  as 
lie  obferved  in  the  laft,  which  was,  that  public  buiinefs  (hould 
commence  at  four  o'clocl^. 

^A  petition  was  prefented  on  behalf  of  the  dehors  of  the 
borough  of  Seaford»  praying  that  the  decifion  of  the  lad  Com- 
mittee, upon  the  qucftion  of  right  of  elcAion,  might  not  be 
cftabli(hcd. 

Ordered  to  he  taken  into  confideration  on  the  loth  of  Febru- 
ary next.  - 

COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY. 

The  order  oT  the   Houfe  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  ^ 
a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  : — Mr.  Hobart  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Fox  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  te  informed  as  accurately  as 
poffible,  when  the  fubje£t  of  the  loan  was  to  be  difcuflcd,  and 
more  particularly  the  loan  to  the  Emperor.  It  was  a  fubjef): 
of  very  gTQ.at  importance,  and  it  was  extremely  neccifary  that 
the  Houfe  (houM  have  the  earlieft  information,  and  the  longeft 
iiotice  poflibte  upon  the  fubjeft,  for  he  apprehended  that  a 
great  deal  of  difculjton  would  belong  to  it.  He  faid  this,  as 
Veil  on  account  of  the  unufual  feafon  of  the  year  when  Parlia- 
ment had  been  convened,  which  had  rendered  the  immediate 
attendance  of  many  Members  impoflible,  without  great  incon- 
venience, as  bccaufe  he  was  apprehen(ive  that  many  Gentle- 
men would  foon  be  called  to  their  public  duty  in  the  quarter 
teffion  all  over  the  kingdom.  He  wi(hed,  therefore,  "that  the 
'Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  prefcnt  to  name  the 

'  day 
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day  on  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  the  fabjeft,  that 
Gcntlcmeni  obliged  to  go  out  of  town,  might  regulate  their 
return  accordingly.  - 

•  Mr.  Rofe  faid»  the  bufinel^  would  foon  come  regularly  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  when  the  Ways  and  Means,  that  was,  when 
the  Budget,  eame  forward  to  be  opened,  of  which  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  would  give 
due  notice  as  he  ufually  did  ;  he  could  not  give  a  precife  an- 
fwer  in  the  abfence  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  who  di3  not 
expe6^  that  any  material  difcuflion  would  take  place  tOKlay, 
or  he^ would  have  attended.  However,  he  would  venture  to 
f;^y,  that  a  notice  would  be  given  in  14  or  16  days  previous  to 
the  dpening  of  the  Budget.  Had  he  been  aware  of  what  had 
jaft  been  faid,  he  would  have  procured  information  of  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend,  who,  however,  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on 
Monday,  smd  would,  mod  likely,  give  notice,  op  that  day, 
when  tM^Budget  would  be  brought  forward. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  he  had  conceived  that  the  fubjefl  of  the  loan 
would  have  been  brought  forward  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  Budget.  It  was  exceedingly  neceflary  thar  as  early  a  notice 
as  poflible  (hould  be  given  of  this  very  important  matter  \ 
for  there  were  to  his  knowledge,  as  he  had  faid  -before,  many 
Gentlemen  who  would  fooit  be  called  into  the  country  upon 
"public  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  he  (hould  have  been  happy  if  he  was  able  to 
fatisfy  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  had  no  doubt  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on  Monday,  and 
give  the  neceffary  information  upon  that  or  any  other  lubjcfit 
that  was  intended  to  be  brought  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  it  Was  quite  an  unfortunate  day  for 
information.  A  queilion  had  been  put  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  upon  the  (late  of  the  navy,  and  they  had  remained 
filelit ;  -he  had  fomething  to  aflc  of  the  Members  for  the  city 
of  London,  but  they  were  not  prefent ;  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  wanted  information  upon  the  loan— the  minifter  was 
abfent,  and  the  only  anfwer  was,  **  That  there  would  be  time 
between  this  and  Monday,  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  • 
to  mak2  up  his.mind  upon  the  matter."  The  tru^  was,  that 
the  minifter  did  not  rely  on  any  thing  that  might  relate  to 
the  rules  and  forms  of  the  IJoufe.  He  had  no  refpe£l  for 
either.  When  a  queftion  concerning  a  fupply,  to  be  granted 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  came  on,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  abfent ;  for  it  was  with  him  4s  a  mere  matter  of 
icourfe  :— He  would  come  at  a  future  time  to  tell  the  Houfe 
how  he  intended  to  difpofe  of  the  fiippfy.  Moft  unqueftion- 
abl^jin  point  of  decency,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

ought 
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ought  to  be  prefent :  Bat  that  wa»  out  of  the  quefttoR  s  for 
ail  the  proc^ings  of  grantini;  fuppJies  w^rc  fiicb  M  be  ^^* 
peded  not  to  be  debated  r^-They  were  to  be  jjrr^ntQd  as  of 
conrfe  )  and  no  inforittjsition  waa  tp  be  lutd  on  poU49  tp  which 
fuch  fuppties  Telatcd.  ' 

Mr.  ibfr  (aid,  that  the  Hon.  Qentlcmaq  h»4  cjiofcn  If 
inifunderaand  h'un.  He  had  faid,  io  anfwfc  tp  n  qi«e^9n« 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  do  ofi  this  as  W 
had  done  on  other  ocipaliptis  of  ^hc  fame  nature'B^iye  pof  ice 
of  -it  fourteen  or  fixteeo  days  previooa  to  his  br iMging  the 
Budget  forward^  and  lie  could  not  give  any  betlef  ipfpruiatipfi* 
As  to  the  bufine6  before  the  Houfe  a^  that  tinaf,  na^i^lf • 
the  vote  of  (ttpply»  it  was  not  particularly  the  b^finefs  ^  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequers  motre  it,  according  t&  lb# 
praAke  which  had  obtained  in  the  Houfe  for  foqiie  tinne,  he 
fumfelf  (Mr.  Role  faid)  having  moved  tbrfe  re(bluMonfip 
almoft  invaciablyi  and  it  was  to  be  ^oniCidiired  in  Umn  feo^ 
ai  a  »atter  of  courfe>  the  relblutioo  being  f)0tbii}g  more 
than  Am — ^^  Reiplnedi  that  it  is  tbs  opinion  of  ih^  CptnnNi^ 
tee,  that  a  fupply  be  panted  to  his  Majeftf/'  Uj^^  Aicb  a 
reiblution  he  oirued  he  4id  not  fee  how  th^^  conild  be  miu^li 
4differeoce,  although  Gentlemen  HHgbt  ^fterw^rd^  differ  ab^Vi 
theisxtent  of  that  liipply. 

JhTr:  Shetidim  replied,  that  the  Hon.  Gentle^j^an  who  fpiifcf 
ia&t  lie  had  no  doubt,  would  not  give  tfce  Hoia^  any  iofprm- 
atsoo  befof^  be  was  prpmp^^d  by  liie  mtniil^ ;  in  jiis  endear- 
vourst  howerery  to  make  an  e;i^cufe  Cor  the  RMniftcTf  ^  nn^d^ 
the  o^e  rather  worfe  than  hel(Mve  s  he  bsi4  (^  that  k  had 
been  the  cuftom  of  late  year^  for  hiq^  to  mpve  the  i^ofatti^At 
inftead  4»f  the  Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer  %  if  tih»t  «ras  a 
i:uftom»:it  was  a  very  bad  one,  it  was  intirodMpcd  bf  ikt^  mr 
tiifter,  and  be  was  welcome  to  the  «ierit  c^  k!  S«t  h^  ^ 
not  at  all  mifunderftapd  the  Ji^inifter  u(fpn  i^ijs  ^eafion  s  ^ 
treated  all  die  forms  «f  the  lioufe  wi^  iQOBtppnptp  iie  h^ 
^  thei  very  Xubjed  l)o  urbii^  Mis  Right  HoiH.  W4fimi'»q»f!li^ 
aUi|ded|  aded  in  the  moft  ufi^nftii^ibti^ual  immm*  Jk  hs4 
^eed  for  -^Ii^  io^  previoiKI  i»  tjbe  oMettng  p/  Pari«8ra«9t>  J^ 
ihoiMld  fsu>t,  tlferefore,'  wifl»  ^  hretMr  any  o^i^  ^bwt  {9im9i9» 
he  (bould  fiay  ^a^\  be  had  an  oppQ^mKiity  on  JKht^y  9^ 
lieanqig  the  {Mnncipal,  as  l^s  af^fit  i^s  nqn  JuilcMiily  fistopfttr 
^d  to  give  au  intelligibie  ^nf«^»  v 

Jfr.  &rfifc  thought  it  ^z%  »T^m  in  4^^  Hon.  f3fiia^9m»^iP 
inake  this  fevere  and  ^nwarcanils^le  at-tack  t09  his  fii^  H^fh 
Friend  in  his  abfence.r-rlle  ^d  npf.  jobkow  to  &y  Aat  he  3i9tfi 
not  ready  to  cnaike  his.attacks  lin  bis  pffefenoc)  4u  ^  .oomttsirf , 
.be  was  ready  f  o  .ack|U>wJLe4|e  ^  jli|e  ^^s  iieiper  ^j  or  haci^r 
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mratd  Oti  ftlch  occafions^  but  really  he  thought  this  fort  of 
fetdrity  uttwarfart tabic  and  iinwortny.  What  had  his  Right 
fton.  Friend  done  in  this  loan  different  from  any  of  the  former 
loans  ?  He  had  entered  into  a  confiderable  engagement  with 
certain  individuals,  and  he  afterwards  was  to  come  to  that 
Houfe  for  its  opinion  in  the  ufaal  way,  upon  which  the  Houfe 
ti^Uld  exerCife  its  own  judgment.  This  was  always  the  cafe 
lit  loans,  and  not  only  in  loans,  but  alfo  in  every  fubfidiary 
h^aty  that  wiis  ever  entered  into  between  this  and  any  other 
Rate. 

Mr,  Fax  pointed  out  i.  ftriking  difference  between  bargain* 
ing  for  a  loan  and  entering  into  a  treaty.  The  cafe  of  a  treaty 
Was  th^t  of  an  z&  of  royal  authority  and  prerogative  ;  *  but 
the  eafe  of  a  loan  was  a  bargain  between  the  niinifter  and  in*. 
dMduals  on  behalf  of  the  country,  on  which  that  Houfe,  as 
holding  the  purfe  of  the  nation,  had  a  right  to  be  confolted 
as  foon  as  pbffibl^  after  ihe  miniQer  felt  inclined  to  Itften  to 
tfcic-  terms  propofed.  Between'  the  two  there  was  not  the 
fmatleft  connexion  Or  refemblance. 

Mr,  Steele  faid,  that,  whether  the  loan  was  a  good  or  a  bad 
one,  and  ^hat  would  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  upon  tha;: 
riil>je&9  ^ould  be  bell  known  when  the  fabje£t  came  before 
the  i^oufe  ;  but  he  thought  that  any  inOnu^tions'againfl;  the 
miniltet  in  his  abfence  were  not  fair. 

Mr:  Pirnncis  obferved,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  taken  credit  to  himfelf  for  having  adopted  a  plan ' 
Wifh  regard  to  the  loan  which  favoured  competition  among 
Motiied  meii,  by  throwing,  as  it  were,  his  door  cegcn  to  aU 
bidders.  Upon  the  lafl  loan  Mr.  Francis  diought  that  the 
.  inrnifter  had  departed  from  the  plan  of  which  he  boafted  fo 
nrrach)  and  inftead  of  throwing  his  door  open  to  all  bidders^ 
lie  kept  it  (hut  againft  all  perfons,  except  thofe  whom  he  was 
pleafed  to  favour.' 

Mr.  SheHddn  faid,  he  did  not  chufc  to  go  into  tjie  difcuf- 
ifC^  of  this  bufmefs  at  this  time,  becaufe  the  Chancellor  of 
the  -Exchequtt  Was  not  prefent ;  but  he  muft  fay  that  the 
llig^t  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  objefled  to  it  on  account  of 
the  tninifter's  abfence^^had  done  him  no  more  than  juftice 
when  he  faid,  he  was  Veady  to  attack  the  minifter  to  his  face  \ 
that  he  certainly  was,  and  tliat  he' had  much  rather  do  than 
fay  any  thing  relating  to  him  in  his  abfence ^  but  the  miniftcr*9 
ablbnce  fVbm  his  duty  in  that  Houfe  was  his  own  fault,  and 
If  atfy  thing  Aiat  Was  faid  feemed  to  bear  hardly  upon  him» 
there- was  nobocfy  but  himfelf  to  blame. for  it-^fAt  this  time 
Mr.  Pitt  entel:'ea}-^and  Mr.  Sheridan,  proceeded  to  obferve 
lipon  the  loan,  attdfaid^  that  tbe  idea  of  giving  to  the  £m- 
'  peror. 
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pcror,  after  what  we  had  already^  known  of  himj  the  mod 
enormous  fum  of  fix  millions  fterllng  for  continuing  the  war, 
wasfuch  a  thing  as  he  did  not  think  any  man  3vould  com?  to 
that  Houfe  to  propofe  without  a  ma(k  ;  for.  he  fliould  really 
be  curious  to  fee  the  bare  face  of  the  man  who  could  propofe 
io  enormous  and  bare- faced  a  plunder  of  the  people  of  this 
country ;  and  when  he  fliould  fee  that,  he  fliould  endeavour 
to  deliver  his  fentiments  upon  the  fubjef^. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fa  id,  that  not  having  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  prefent  at  the  former  part  of  the  con- 
verfation,  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  on  coming  into  the 
Houfe  to  hear  what  was  the  fubjc6l  and  tone  of  difcuflion- 
There  was  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe  no  confideration  of 
the  extent  of  the  Aipply,  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be 
raifed,  or  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  Whcyj 
he  recollefted  alfo  that  notvvithftanding  the  dilFcrence  of  po- 
litical Xentlment  on  the  firll  day  of  the  feflioiH  even  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  had  fupportcd  the  Amendment,  had  pvofcfled 
themfelves  difpofed  to  grant  a  large  and  liberal  fupply  to  hi  J 
Majefty,  and  t,hat  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  one  of  that  num- 
ber, lie  was  flill  more  aftoniflied  at  the  angry  tone  of  bppofi- 
t ion  which  he  afllimcd  on  the  prefent  occafiop.  He  would 
not  enter  into  the  fubjcft  which  had  been  ftarted  refpefting 
tlie  loan  to  the  Emperor  that  day,  becaufe  another  period  would 
come  with  noore  proprieiy  for  its  difcuffion.  The  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  faid  tlut  no  man  would  be  bare-faced  enough  to 
come  forward  to  that  Houfe,  and  avow  fuch  a  tranfadlipn, 
With  refpeft  to  himfelf,  he  would  be  bare- faced  enough  ip 
the  courfe  of  the  jprefcnt  conteft  to  adopt  and  to  avow  any 
meafurc  which  he  <:onfid^red  would  be  for  the- good  of  the 
country.  It  had  been  thought  by  hlm^  as  well  as  by  others, 
.who  were  imprefled  with  the  fame. views,  of  the  neceflity  of 
continuing  the  prefent  contefl:,  that  if  the  Emperor  fliould  be 
prevailed-  u^on.to  make  exertions -in  the  way  of  bringing  for- 
ward a  large  force,  and  if  this  country  fliould  grant  liini  the 
pecunbry  andiiecefl^ary  means  for  that  purpofe,  it  would,  be 
the  moft  likely  method  to  render  the  prefent  contefl  fuccefsful; 
and  this  opinion  appeared  to  be  fanclioned  both  by  tlie  nature 
of  the  thing,  thci  fituation  of*  Europe,  and  the  admiflion  of 
the  enemy  themfelves.  With  refpeft  to  the  negotiation- for  a 
loan,  neither  the  extent  of  that  loan,  the  fum  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Emperor,  nor  the  terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  granted^ 
were  that  day  in  agitation.  Nothing  had  been  fettled  on, any 
of  thefe  points,  wnich  did  not  place  Parliament  in  exa^lly^ 
the  fame  fituation  in  which  it  would  have  be9n  placed,  ^f  no 
fuch  negotiation  had  been  brought  forward.  The  only  dif- 
ference 
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ference  was*  that  foch.  a  ocgottation  having  once  been  bought 
for^ard^  it  vrotikl  not  be  j^vifcabte  to  depart  from  th6  terms 
vpotf  which' it  had  been  concerted,,  except  upon  very  ftrong 
grounds  of' objedlion,  as.  the  deviation  would  be  attended 
with  great  public  incoDrenience*  The  only  diference  then 
between  former  tranfadlions  of  the  fame  fort,  and  the^pre- 
fent,  was,  that  in  former  inftances  it.  had  been  ufualto  con« 
cert  the  terms  of  a  loan  only  a  few  days  before  it  was  fubmit-  ' 
ted  to  Parliament,  and  that  in  the  prefent  inftance  a  longer 
fpace  had  been  fufiered  to  intervene.  Any  oppofition,  how- 
ever, from  this  circumftance,  he  did  not  expert  to  haYc  heasd 
in  that  Houfe,  as  he  conceived  it  would  have  dhsd  away  with 
the  few  newfpaper  paragraphs,  in  which  it  originated.  As.to 
the  time  on  which  hefliould  be  able  to  difcufs  the  fubjeft  p£ 
the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  impoffible  at.  prefent  to  £x 
any  prectfe  period,  as  it^muft  necefiartly  depend  on  the  refult 
of  negotiatioti,  and  on  the  circumftance  how  far  his  Majefty 
(hould  be  fiitisfied  with  refpe£i  to  the  nature  of  that  affiftance 
and  co-operation  which  the  Emperor  might  be  difpofed  to 
affi>nl.  He  could  only.ftate  that  fince  he  had  been  laft  in 
the  Houfe  he  had  greater  reafon  to  be  perfuaded  that  tht  Em- 
peror would  be  difpofed  to  afibrd  that  entire  co-operatioik 
which  this  country  fhould  require.  Before,  however,  the 
treaty  could  be  finally  concluded,  it  might  be  neceflary  for 
him  to  DTopofe  to  Parliament  the  provifional  fupply  to  be 
made,  if  fuch  a  treaty  (hould  take  place,  of  whicn  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  give  notice  on  Monday. 

Mr,  Fox'fM^  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  had  infinuated, 
that  all  thofe  who  had  voted  for  the  Amendment  weref  pledged 
alfo  to  vote  for  the  fupply.  No  fuch  thing  was  the  cafe }  they 
would  have  been  pledged  indeed  to  vote  for  the  fupplfi  if 
their  Amendment  had  been  adopted,  and  they  could  have  had 
the  profpeO  that  the  money  of  their  conftituents  was  to  be 
applied  for  the  rational  purpofe  of  bringing  about  a  peace, 
and' not,  as  at  prefent,  for  the  defperate  ofajed  of  carrying 
on  an  etetnal  and  unextinguiQiabie  war.     WtthTefped  to  the 

?|ueftion  of  time,  the  terms  of  a  loan  had  commonly  been 
ubmitted  to  Parliament  three  or  four  days  after  they  wera 
fettled,  and  even  fometimes  fooner ;  but  when  the  time  was 
extended  from  one  day  to  five,  and  from  five  days  to  perhaps 
as  many  weeks,  the  cafe  was  entirely  altered.  He  would  not 
then  difcufs  the  terms  of  the  loan,  though  he  had  not  yet  for- 
gotten the  extravagant  terms  of  the  loan  for  laft  year.  But 
his  principal  objection  to  the  meafure  was,  .its  being  a  fource 
of  corruption.  He  would  not  inquire  to  whom  the  loan  was 
given.  Many  of  ihc  fttbludbers  were  ufcful  Members  of  that 
"     Vot.^  S  Houfe, 


i}o  WOODFAU*S  PARUAMENTAJCr  MMRTS.     [Cbmuwr^ 

Hottfe,  and  he  had  no  wifli  to  exclude  the  monied  intereft 

•  from  a  (hare  in  their  deliberations.  But  Tt  was  to  be  recol- 
)e£led  that  the  intereft  which  they  had  in  this  tranfadlion, 
from  an  advance  in  the  price  of  ftocks,  might  influi!nce  not 
only  their  approbatioi\  of  the  particular  meafwre,.  but  even 

•bear  on  every  vote  which  they  (hould  give  on  the  queftion  of 
-  fupply.     It  vras  a  conftitutional  principle,  that  the  Ways  and 

•  ni<:ans  fhould  not  be  voted,  befofe  the  Houfe  had  decided  on 
the  extent  of  the  fupply ;  in  this  inftance  the  ways  and  mean» 
were  provided,  before  the  Houfe  had  been  called  to  conlider 
of  the  fupply  at  alU  There  was  another  circHmftancc  to  be 
confidered,  Ilow  far,  after  the  experience  we  had  had  of  the 
fubfidy  granted  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared tb  go  on  with  the  fame  fyftem,  and  grant  a  fubfidy  to 
the  Emperor,  under  the  name  of  a  guarantee  i  No  fre(h 
proof  was  furely  wanting  to  convince  us,  how  little  reliance 
we  could  place  on  the  faith  of  continental  treaties,  in  the 
profecution  of  the  prefent  war.  But  then  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  contended,  that  the  negotiation  into  which 
he  had  entered  was  only  provifional,  and  left  the  point  quite 
undecided.  It  furely  could  not  be  either  way  equal ;  there 
muft  be  a  diflerence  of  advantage  in  bargaining  for  eighteen, 
and  for  twenty-four  millions,  which  woM  give  to  thofe  con* 
cemed  an  intereft  in  voting  for  the  one  propofition,  rather 
than  the  other.  If  it  had  always  been  confidcFcd  as  a  duty 
of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  to  be  jealous  of  the  means 
of  increafmg  corrupt  influence,  he  could  not  but  confider  tlie 
prefent  fyftem  as  entirely  calculated  for  that  purpofe,  and  in- 
tended to  give  additional  force  to  that  machine,  which  was 
already  but  too  powerful.  In  a  financial  point  of  view,  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  contended  that  the  Houfe  were 
not  bound  to  adopt  the  terms  for  which  he  had  bargained. 
Undoitbtedly  not  ^ — bur  at  the  fame  time  he  had  admitted  that 
it  might  be  attended  with  extreme  inconvenience  to  give  them 
up*  There  were  only  two  confiderations  to  be  attended  to 
OB  this  part  of  the  queftion.  If  when  Parliament  ihonld  be 
called  to  fanftion  the  loan,  the  priee  of  ftocks  ftiould  be  fuch 
as  to  render  the  bargain  highly  gainful  to  the  proprietors,  the 
neceiEty  of  keepiag  the  faith  of  Government  to  thofe,  who 
had  made  their  terms  when  the  price  of  ftocks  was  fo  much 
lower,  would,  then  be  urged,  and  that  diey  would  have  the 
refledHon  that  they  were  giving  their  fan^ion  to  ftipulations 
much  lefs  adivantageous  to  the  Public  than  they  might  other- 
wife  have  beep.  If  the  price  of  ftocks  (liould  have  fallen  fo 
as  to  render  the  tranfa£lton  extremely  difadvantageous  to  the 
proprictotSi  he  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  thing 

binding 
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binding  upon  individuals,  more  than  upon  Parliament,  to 
fulfil  the  proTiikmal  bargain;  he  at  leaft  knew  of  no  law  to 
compel  them  to  make  good  the  terms,  for  which  they  had  fti-* 
pulated.  And  if  the  circumftanccs  were  peculiarly  unfayour^ 
&ble,  even  though  they  had  the  will,  yet  they- might  not  have 
%he  power  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  llie  Right  Hon.  Gen-- 
tleman  contended^  that  »he  "had  only  done  what  had  been  cuf- 
«oniary  on  fuch  occafions,  and  the  only  diflerence  was  in  the 
point  of  time;  but  in  a  tranfadion  ot  this  nature,  the  con- 
iideration  of  feven  hours,  or  of  feven  weeks,  furely  formed  a 
very  materiaLdifference.  Mc«  Fox  then  urged  that  the  time  of 
voting  the  fupply  was  a  very  proper  period  for  difcuiling  fuch 
objedions.  He  renewed  his  wiOi  that  notice  might  be  given  ' 
of  the  day  on  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  loan  to  the  Emperor 
fliould  be  agitated,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
that  it  might  be  fixed  at  as  diftant  a  period  as  poffible.  He 
was  defirotts  that  it  might  not  be  confounded  with  the  Budget, 
but  treated  as  a  feparate  queftion.  If  introduced  in  the 
Budget,  it  would  lead  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  from  the 
difcuflion  of  the  particular  terms  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor 
in  the  prefent  in  (lance,  to  the  general  propofition,  whether  in 
any  caie  it  was  fitting  that  pecuniary  afltftance  fliould  be  granted 
to  bira  from  thi&  country.  He  wiflied  then  that  the  queftion 
€>(  the  particular  terms  propofed  might  be  difcufled  before  the 
Houfe  fliould  be  called  to  decide  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  loan, 
and  that  as  loag  an  interval  as  poffible  might  be  allowed  pre- 
vious to  thisdiicuflion,  fo  as  to  admit,  if  it  could  conveniently 
be  done^  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Bur  dm  faid»  that  though  he  voted  for  the  Amendment 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  he  did  not  conGder  himfelf  as 
the  lefs  bound  to  fupport  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war, 
by  readily  granting  the  fupplies.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
lerms  of  peace,  even  if  held  out  by  us,  would  not  be  ac* 
cepted  by  the  French,  and  he  only  wiflied  that  we  might  adopt 
a  moderate  and  pacific  language,  in  order  to  fix  upon  them 
all  the  crime  and  odium  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

Mr,  Fox  faid  that  he  alfo  flioutd  certainly  vote  the  fupplies. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  if  the  Amendment  for  peace 
liad  been  adopted,  he  fliould  have  done  it  with.a  good  heart, 
^nd  a  fanguine  feeling,  in  the  view  that  they  would  be  applied 
to  a  good  purpofe;  whereas  he  fliould  now,  he  confefled, 
arote  away  the  money  of  his  conflistuents  under  very  difierent 
irapreflions,  and  with  very  diiFerent  profpedis. 

Mr.  Samuel  Thornton  faid,  that  he  would  have  fupported 
the  Addrefs  on  the^firil  day  of  the  feflion,  if  it  had  held  a 
pacific  language,  or  evro  profc0ed  a  re»dinefs  to  adopt  nego- 

S  a  tiation. 
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tiation.  He  was  indeed  of  opinion  that  every  year  daring* 
the  continuance  of  hoftilitie8>  ve  flioiild  make  an  ofier  of 
peace  to  die  enemy,^  provided  they  flioold  be  difpofcd  to  re* 
move  the  grounds  of  war.  What  bad  difpleifed  him  in  the 
kngUagc  of  minifters  wa^,  that  they  feemed  to  hold  out  no 
other  termination  of  the' war  than  the  definition  of  the  pre- 
lent  French  government,  an 'ol^£l  which  be  believed  would 
ndver  be  effe£led  by  the  force  of  arms.  Now  that  the  quef-^ 
tion  was  decided  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  was  ready  to  fupport 
jt.  Every  way,  indeed,  he  faw  danger,  both  in  adopting  ne- 
gotiation and  periifting  in  hoftilities ;  but  if  the  war  was  to  be 
earned  on  at  all,  he  was  fenfible,  from  aview  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  our  fituation  and  the  force  of  the  enemy  whom  we 
bad  to  oppofe,  that  it  could  only  be  carried  on  by  a  large' and 
extended  fcale  of  operations.  He  declared  that  ne  had  not  a 
Ihilling  diredly  or  indire£Uy  in  the  loan ;  he  difapprovcd  of 
any  infinuations  of  corrupt  influence;  the  negotiation  re* 
fpe6ting  it  he  believed  to  be  ftriSly  honourable  in  aU  the 
panics ;  and  concluded  with  promiiing  his  beany  fupport  to 
the  motion/ 

Mr.  Fox  explained,  that  there  ha^d  exiftcd  times,  in  which 
there  had  been  juft  grounds  of  jealoufy  with  refpe£k  to  cor- 
rupt influence;  and  that  it  became- a  conftitutional  dutV  of 
every  Me«iber  to  excrcife  fufpicion  srnd  vigilance  with  reipcft 
to  whatever  mighthavea  tendency  to' introduce  fo  deftni^live 
B  principle  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or 'add  to  the  force 
which  it  might  have  already  acquired,  more  efpecially  when 
the  tranfaftion  afliimed  fo  xjueftionable  a  fhape  as  the  prefent 
loan,  from  the  panlcular  time  and  cih:umftances  in  which  it 
was  brought  forward: 

•  ne  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer' ^'AtiA^  that  he  regretted  the 
aAifference  of  opinion  which *on  a  former  night  had  taken  plac^ 
between  himfelf  and  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Si  Thornton), 
who  had  on  this  occafion  ftated  the  grounds  of  the  difierence 
in  a  manner  verv  honourable  to  himielf,  anci  very  fair  to  the 
Public*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  confidered  it  as  a  proper  nfXea** 
fare  to  oflFct  peace,  even  with  a  view  to  carrying*  on  the  war; 
he  muft  own  that  under  the  pre(^nt  circumilances  he  enter- 
tained the  direAly  contrary  opinion.  At  the  fame  time  he 
had  given  an  example  to  thofe  who  had  fuppoitted  the  Amend- 
ment from  fimilar  views,'  by  fliewing  his  determination  to 
ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  and  to 
countenance  every  mcafure  thatmight  give  tStOi  to  the  exer- 
tk)ns  of  the  country.  With  refpeft  tb  the  Auftri^in  loan,  he 
had  no  hcfifation  to  difcufs  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  ftep  with 
any  Member  whb  was  defirous  that  the  operations  of  the  w»r 
.      .      ;  :  .  .  ihould 
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fhould  be  yigoroufly.  and  e€Fedtially  carried  on.  But,  though 
he  had  no  dbjcckion  to  difcufs  that  mcafure  feparately,  it  muft 
neceiTarily  form  a  part  of  his  Budget,  as,  in  the  detail  which 
he  ihoulid  then  fubnoit  to  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to 
looJc  to  the  alternative  of  <uch  a  fum  to  be  granted  to  the  Em- 
peror, and  to  make  a  fuitable  provifion,  if  the  treaty  (hould  be 
caaied  into  eflFe£l.  He  (hould,  in  all  probability,  bring  foxw 
ward  his  Budget  on  Wednefday  the  21ft  inft.  He  could  not 
blame  any  Member  for  looking  with  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  to 
any  meafure  that  might,  in  his  opinion,  have  a  tendency  to 
increafe  the  means  of  corrupt  influence;  but  he  defied  any 
one  to  point;  oiit  a  fingle  (lep  that  had  been  taken,  in  the  nego- 
tiation refp'e£ling  the  loan,  that  had  any  fuch  tendency.  For 
his  own  part,  he  knew  not  the  perfons  who  might  have  (hares 
in  the  loan. — But  how  could  fuch  a  circumdance^  induce  the 
proprietors  to  fupport  the  continuance  of  the  war,  from  the 
profpeft  of  advantage^  when,  on  the  contrary,  every  runKwr 
of  peace,  however  flight  ior.  unfounded,  was  found  to  have 
the  effcGt  of  raifmg  the  price  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  con- 
cert the  terms  of  tlie  loans  fo  much  fooner  than  ufual,  be- 
caufe,  before  he  could  make  any  fpcclfic  propofal  to  the  Em- 
peror, it  was  ncccflaryto  afccrtain  what  effeft  the  loan  granted 
to  him,  might  have  on  the  loan  requlfite  for  the  Government  of 
this  country  \  and  thi?  could  only  be  done  by  a  provi(ional' 
bargain,!  as  in  the  prefent  indanbe^  afterwards  to  be  fubmitted 
to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Wilbirforce  owned  he  felt  an  inclination  in  favour  of  % 
vote  for  a  fiipply.  H-e  retained  the  opinion  which  he  had  al> 
ready  delivered  on  the  war  itfelf ;  but  as  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  entered  into. a  refolution  for  carrying  it  onj  th^ 
queftion  then  was,  not  whether  we  (hould^go  on  with  the  war^ 
that  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative,  but  whether  we  (hould 
have  a*  vigorous  or  languid  war,  and  in  that  view  of  the  fub- 
je£):,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  grant  large  fupplies  \  this  he 
did  becaufe  the  Houfe  was  determined  to  carry  on  the  war, 
not  becaufe  he  himfelf  wiihed  the  war  to  continue^  but  be- 
caufe he  could,  not  prevent  it ;  and  he  muft  again  proteft  that 
the  more  he  tboUght  upon  the  fubjeft,  the  more  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  neceflKty  of  peace  on  the  part  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Duncombe  (hortly  exprefled  his  concurrence  in  the  fen- 
tim«nrs  of  the  la(i  Honourable  Speaker,  as  to  his  approbation 
of  peaces  but  declared,  he  felt  a  perfuaiion  that  it  the  wa? 
was  to  be  perfifted  int  it  ought  to  be  profecuted  with  vigour. 

Mr.  Fix  declaimed,  he  (llll  retained  his  fentiments  with  re« 
fped^  to  the  influence  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
mecefHty  there  v^as  for  viewing  all  thefe  things  with  a  jealous 

*  and 
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and  a  watchful  eye.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  of  fupplf 
then  before  the  Committee,  he  agreed  that  a  fupply  mull  be 
had>  and  perhaps  he  might  be  of  opinion  dxat  it  ought  to  be 
granted  to  the  extent  propofed ;  but  that  was  nothing  as  to  the 
application  of  it,  or  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfc  as  to  the  influ- 
ence to  be  created  by  it.  He  took  notice  t>f  "the  obfervation 
of  the  Chancdior  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  effkSt  wliich  the 
rumour  of  peace  always  had  to  raife  the  price  of  ftock>  and 
thereby  render  the  loan  more  advantageous  to  the  proprie- 
tors ;  out  he  aflced  how  this  argument  applied  with  refpe£l  to 
the  Imperial  loan,  which  depended  on  the  fuppofition  that  the 
war  was  to  be  continued,  and  which  was  a  meafure  entirely 
without  any  profped  of  peace.  He  agreed  that  this  war,  if 
it  muft  be  .continued,  (hould  be  a  war  of  great  vigour  j  but 
then  as  lo  the  nature  of  that  vigour,  he  might  think  the  fub- 
fidy  to  the  Emperor  a  thing  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  whole  fix 
millions  to  be  paid  for  nothing,  from  the  circumftance  of  the 
£]e£lors  of  Germany  having  fo  generally  fignified  their  wiflies 
for  peace  at  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  and  becanfe  hn^  was  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  of  our  vigour  ought  to  be  in  the  navy  ; 
and  if  there  was  a  place  in  this  ifland,  in  which  ic  was  pofKble 
to  build  a  (hip,  and  a  (hip  was  not  built ;  if  there  was  one 
man  employed  in  the  army,  who  could  be  of  any  fervice  in 
the  navy ;  if  one  (hilling  was  beftowed  to  purchafe  any  thing 
for  the  army,  which  might  have  been  laid  out  for  the  navy  ; 
then  miniders  were  proceeding  upon  a  fyftem,  which  if  fol- 
lowed much  longer,  we  (hould  drive  ourfelves  to  utter  and  ir- 
retritivable  ruin.  It  was  for  the  navy,  that  the  whole  extent 
of  our  fupply,  be  it  ever  fo  large,  ought  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  Barhatn  alfo  agreed  that  the  fupply  (hould  be  a  large 
onC;  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on  \  but  he  thought  we  ought 
to  negotiate  for  a  peace. 

Mr,  Martin  ex  pre  (Ted  his  moft' hearty  concurrence  in  the 
fcntiments  of  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  the  navy.  He  deplored 
the  hard(hip6  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Europe 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  feat  of  war,  were  expofed ;  and 
he  declared  he  faw  no  reafon  why,  on  our  part,  tjic  whole  con- 
teft  (hould  not  be  con£ned  to  the  fea. 

Sir  IFiUiam  Miitter  faid,  he  had  voted  for  the  Amendment 
on  a  former  evening,  becaufe  he  conceived,  from  the  language 
of  different  Proclamations,  that  the  French  muft  fuppofe  Eng- 
land would  not  make  peace  until  the  old  government  be  re« 
(tored.  It  feemed  to  be  the  determination  at  prefent  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  to  treat  with  any  but  a  mo- 
narchical government.  Nor  was  it  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's determination  Only,  but  Aat  of  all  the  Members  of 

Adminiftr3tion» 
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Adminiftration.    Sir  William  was  forry  to  differ  from  men, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  in  friendfhip,  and  with  whom  he  had 

-ftudied  politics  under  the  fame  mafter,  tlie  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham. 

Sir  William  wiihed.  for  a  negotiation  for  peace.  He  faid  he 
dreaded  die  eiFe£^  of  fending  fix  millions  to  the  Emperor ;  he 
was  afraid  it  would  leifen  the  value  of  land  in  this  country  to 
an  alarming  degree  ^  it  would  not  only  be  difHcult  to  raife  mo- 
ney by  way  of  mortgage  on  eftates,  but  it  would  Toon  be  im« 
poflible  even  to  fell  and  be  paid  for  them.  He  faid  he  was 
lately  with  an  eminent  Solicitor,  who  told  him  that  he  had 
clients  who  wanted  to  mortgage  eftates  to  the  value  of  a  mil'- 
lion  of  money,  but  that  if  this  loan  to  the  Emperor  took  place, 
he  fliould  fcarcely  be  able  to  raife  any  of  it. 

Tie  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  informed  the  Hon.  Baronet, 
that  his  obfervations  did  not  relate  to  the  fubjedi  before  tho 
Committee.  He  would  explain  what  he  intended  to  be.  un« 
derftood  as  his  fentiments  with  regard  to  the  government  of 
France,  and  as  to  what  fort  of  government  he  thought  it  fafc 
for  OS  to  treat  with,  and  what  he  trufted  he  had  faid  on  a 
former  night.  He  did  not  fay  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
us  to  treat  with  France  jtn  the  form  of  a  Republic,  but  that, 
under  all  the  exifting  circumdances,  it  was  not  fafe  for  us  to 

.  treat  for  peace  with  them,  and  that  our  preflure  was  not  fo 
great  as  to  call  for  fuch  a  peace  as  we  had  reafon  to  expe£t 
they  would  at  prefent  offer.  He  faid  that  he  thought  we 
could  not  have  a  better  form  than  a  monarchical  one  to  be 
fafe  in  treating  with^  it  was  not  impoflible  that  a  republican 
form  might  be  fuch  as  to  be  able  to  give  fccurity  to  us  for  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  that  we  might  by  poflibility  treat 
with  fuch  a  government,  but  he  did  not  think  it  likely. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  it  was  ncceffary  for  him  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  to  underftand  one  another.  Ke  always  underflood 
the  minifter  to  fay,  that  it  could  not  be  fafe  for  this  country  to 
treat  with  the  republican  form  of  government  of'  France,  and 
that  we  never  ought  to  think  of  it  but  in  cafe  of  extreme  ne- 
ceQity ;  but  now  he  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  no  repub- 
lican government  (hould  be  treated  with,  for  he  faid  there 
may  be  a  republican  government  which  we  might  treat  withj 
it  viras  aimoil  a  pity  to  put  fuch  a  condition  in  the  argument, 
becaufe  it  created  confufion,  for  now  it  was  to  be  qualified  with 
the  words  "  under  the  prefent  circumftancesi"  this  was  doing 
away  the  effect  of  the  King's  Speech,  becaufe  it  depended 
merely  on  the  time,  and  not  on  the  form  of  government,  as 
thus  explained  by  the  minifter.     Here  Mr.  Fox  dcfircd  that 

part 
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•part  of  the  Speech,  to  which  this  argument  referred,  to  be 
read  ;  which  being  done,  Mr.  Fox  begged  an  explanation. 

7%f  Chanceliftr  of  the  Exchequer  bid,  it  was  a  little  difficult  to 
flate  nicely  and  exa£Uy  all  the  (hades  of  diftin£lion,  which 
might  attend  fueh  a  thing  as  this.  The  neceflary  nature  of 
every  opinion  muft  depend  on  a  comparifen  of  ciicumftances  ; 
his  opinion  was,  that  with  the  prefent  government,  under  tfoe 
'prefentexiftingcircumftances,  there  could  he  no cenainty  ot 
fecund,  and  therefore  no  fafety  in  treating ;  there  might  be 
a  change  in  part,  fb  as  to  alter  the  cafe.  But  he'had  no  difi« 
culty  in  faying  freely,  there  muft  be  a  great  change  in  one 
country  or  the  other,  or  both,  before  he  Qiould  think  it  pro- 
per to  negotiate  or  trear.  The  difficulty  on  our  part  muftba^ 
much  greater  t)ian  it  is,  and  their  afpe£l  muft  be  much  more 
formidable  towards  us,  than  at  prefent,  before  any  treaty  <witli 
them  ought  to  be  thought  of  by  us. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  then  the  queftion  would  turn  entirely  as  to 
what  alteration  there  might  be  in  the  circumftances  of  the 
two  countries,  and  particularly  in  the  form  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment. He  thought  he  underftood  the  Right  Hon,  Gen« 
tieman,  and  he  hoped  fome  Hon.  Member,  fitter  for  it  than 
himfelf,  would  make  a  motion  on  the  fubje£t,  for  he  thought 
they  were  now  fairly  at  iflue. 

Mr.  JolUffe  faid,  he  was  anxious  for  peace  ;  and,  if  any  fpe-^ 
cific  motion  were  made  on  proper  grounds,  he  (hould  not  op- 
pofe  It. 

Mr,  Sheridan  rofc  again. — He  faid  he  had  heard  many 
thitigs  aflcrted  in  the  courle  of  the  debate,  which  he  thought 
open  to  a  ready  anfwcr  from  the  mcancft  underflanding  \  but 
having  troubled  the  Committee  fo  often,  he  had  remained 
filent. 

Tliere  had,  however,  arifen  a  new  circumftance.  The 
anfwcr  given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  tiie  doubts 
of  a  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  \yilliam  Milner),  had  caufed  a  diC- 
cuffion  of  the  utmofl  importance.  Nothing  could  be  of  more 
importance  tlnn./o  nfcetrtnin  from  the  mouth  of  the  miniftery  an 
explicH  dechration  of  the  real  caufex  and  ohjeB^  ^f^he  tvar.  His 
Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  faid,  that  he  had  underftood  him 
on  this  fubject.  Confcious  of  the  fuperior  quicknefs  of  intel- 
left  which  hib  Hon.  Friend  poflcfled,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
his  Hon.  Friend  had  comprehended  his  meaning;  but  for  him- 
felf, he  muft  plainly  fny,  that,  after  con ftantly  watching  the 
minifter  on  this  fubjc£l:,  he  had  uniformly  found  him  giving 
an  apparently  plain  opinit)n  ;  and  then,  when  prcilcd  for  a  little 
explanation,   clothing   that   opinion  in  .fuch   a   multiplieity 


-of  trord^,  th^,  ih  iiroportiDti  as  hi!  t>Tdfefibd  tb  Mlntilfigikb, 
he  had  found  him  utterly  obfcufe. 

Thfc  Mlfat  no#  td  be  afcertaincd  was-^Whdt  was  the  pro* 
tptdt  01  the  minift^s  prefent  deKbetate  dedatattcms  as  to'  the 
qh}c(k  of  the  war  i  .  Mr.  Sheridan  quoted  all  Mr.  Pitt's  ^f* 
fetrnt  decliratfe^  and  explanations  on  this  fdbj|e£l:,  which  he 
Ihewvd  ^reut  to  eftabliflithefe  points  :-^irft,  That  ffd  tnaff 
could  be  had  with  the  frtfent  government  oJF  Frante  \  theh^ 
"tlittt  no  negotiattah  cduid  ever  tie  entertained  with  them,  till 
a  government  of  our  choice  was.  impofed  upoh  them»  or  untU 
wt!  ^nfjti/lijkd  m  treating  ^nth  ^ein«  bf  being  wholly  fub* 
dued  and  completely,  at  their  mercy. 

hk  (bort,  he  Would  put  Mr.  Pitt's  declaration^,  whibh  had 
been  detailed  in  many  fentences,'  In  a  verj  few  words— The 

fttfcnt  miilifters  would  girc  peace  to  Erifflanfl  whenever  we 
lodld  CON  QUE  it.  France,  or  whenevct  France  Ihoukl  tok- 
(HI BR  us! — ^It  was  a  declaration  of  infamty\  and)  ^  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ot  the  Couhtry  fujipOrted  hifti  aftcl-this 
declaratioRt  they  muft  be  as  mad  as  the  maniac  that  ddoded 
them.    ... 

fhe  refoitttion  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  was 
then  put  and  cartied,  and  the  report  wa3  (Ordered  to  be  receiv- 
ed next  day; 

A  tkt^  writ  was  brddred  for  Pctcrsfield,  in  the  toaA  trt  the 
Right  Hon.  Welbote  EUis^  now  ciilled  tothe  HodtbofPeetS. 
Adjourned.  ^ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday,  Jan.  3.. 

Mr.  Hobdrt  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committeirf  of 
^Supply.  The  i'dblution  was  read  a  firft  arid  fecond  time^  sltiA 
agreed  to  net/L  con» 

The  Houfc  agreed  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  bf  tne 
%hole  Houfe,  orf  Monday,  to  conGdcr  ot  a  fupply  to  be 
.granted  his  Majefty. 

The  eftimates  ot  the  navy-  and  army,  and  various  tiflier  |>ub- 
iic  accounts  of  the  laft  year,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  t}efore  the 
Houfe. 

the  following  accounts,  by  jas  Maje(ty*s  command,  v^erc 
t>refehted^by  Mr.  Rofe,  viz. 

An  account  of  aU  additioas  which  have  been  made  to  Ihb 
anric^  charge  of  the  public  debt : 

An  accotiht  of  the  hett  prbdiict  6^  (he  idditibnat  4uties  6& 
horfes and  carriages,  fromthe  cthof  July  1789;  and  ^Ifdan 
ac^miQt  of  the  nett  income  of  the  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  charged 

vcTl,!.  T  upon 
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upon  At  aflefled  taics  by  an  ASt  of  the  31ft  Geo.  III»  for  one 
year,  firomO^i.  10,  1793,  toOA.  lo^  1794. 

An  account  of  the  stdditional  duties  1789,  on  newfipaperSf 
ad?ertifements,  cardst  dice,  legacies^  and  probates  of  wiUs^ 
i^r  the  Dune  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  Britiih 
fpirit8,and  on  foreign  fpirits,  granted  in  the  year  17919  for  the 
lame  time. 

An  account  of  the,  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  fugar,  for 
one  year,  for  the  (ame  time. 

An  account  of  ttie  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  additional 
game  certificates^  for  the  (ame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  bills  and 
yeceiptSy  for  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  Britifb 
fpiritSj  granted  anno  X794>  to  the  loth  of  Odober^  the  fame 
year. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  (lamp  duty  on  in« 
dentures  of  clerks  to  Attornies  and  Solicitors}  17949  to  the 
loth  of  OAober  in  the  fame  year. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on 
bricks  and  tilesj  from  the  28th  of  March  to  the  loth  of  O^o* 
ber  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duty  on  paperj  from 
ihe  aSth  of  March  to  the  loth  of  OAobcr  1 794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  glafsi  firom 
the  X  7th  of  April  to  the  10th  of  0£l6b^r  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  flates^ 
ftonesi  and  marblci  from  the  5th  of  July  to  the  lothof  Odo-» 
ber  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  jon  dtftiUerieSy 
and  licences  granted  to  diftillers  in  Scotland,  from  the  5th  of 
April  to  the  loth  of  OQober  1794,  made  perpetual  5th  of 
,  April  1794. 

.    The  titles  of  all  thefe  accounts  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table.  ' 
^Mr.Rofe^Xio  prefented— .  ^  • 

An  account  of  the  total :  produce  of  the  Cuftoms,  etcife, 
ftarttps,  and  incidents,  for  one  year.    . 

An  account  of  the  total  produce  of  the  duties  of  cuitomi  ift 
England  ^nd  Scotland,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  Odober 
^o,  1794. 

Ah  account  of  the  total  produce  of  the  ftf  eife  in  F.ngland 
jind  Scotland,. for  theiour  quarters,  ending  at  the  (ame, ^me. 

Adjourned.  ^      .        .      .     . 
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HOUSE  O*^  COMMONS. 

r  MoNDATy  Jan.  5» 

Lord  Vtfcouni  Parker  reported  at  the  Bar,  tiiat  Iiis  Majeftf 
liad  been  waited  jipon  witn  the  Addrefs  of  that  Houfei  that 
KtsMajeftf  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  giye  direAions  to 
the  proper  officersi  that  the  eftimatesy  lifts,  and  accounts 
therein  mentioned,  might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  that 
his  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare  that  bc 
Aouldgive  dire&io'ns  accordingly* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  St  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  conGder  of  a  fupply- 
to  be  granted  to  his  Majefty^  in  which  fix  millions  were  voted 
tt  pay  off  Exchequer  Bills* 

'  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow,  and  the  . 
Houfe  agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  to  conGder  further  of  x 
fupply  to  he  granted  to  his  Majefty. 

SUBSIDY  TO  PRUSSSIaJ 
Mr.  Jdtyl  defired^  be  informed  by  the  minifter  relative  to 
the  efle^i  Kd  our  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  :  This  ap* 
peared  to  him  to  bc  neceflary  in  any  view  of  our  continental 
alliance,  but  more  particularly  as  we  were  about  to  be  called 
upon  to  enter  into  an  important  one  with  Auftria.  He  then 
wiflied  to  know  what  inftalments  of  the  fum  agreed  to  be  paid ' 
by  us  to  the  Kins  of  Pruffia  were  aflually  received  by  that 
Monardi,  and  alio  what  troops  he  had  employed  in  the  pur* 
pofe  for  which  we  paid  him  the  fubfidy.  He  affigned  as  the 
reafon  for  putting  the  queftion  then,  that  he  underftood  many 
Getttlemen  would  be  engaged  next  week  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Quarter  Seffions,  ^and  he.  trufted  the  candour  of  the  minifter 
would  give  him  an  explicit  anfwer,      ' 

Tht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  laft  inftalment  wai 
nade  in  |be  month  of  September  laft*  ' 

Mr.  Jekyl  wifhed  to  know  what  the  amount  was  in  afi  of  the 
noney  given  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  ?  ^ 

^bt  Chaneelhref  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  not  the  leaft 
ebje&ion  to  the  accounts  on  that  fubje£lheing  laid  on  the  taUe 
•Mhe  Hov/e*  The  amount  of  the  whole  fum  which  had  been 
iieot  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  from  this  country  amounted  V^ 
larelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

MACE  WrrH  TKS  FRBHCH  RWBUC. 
*  Jlti':(hey  faid,  thkt  as  Gendedien  were  about  to  leave  towa 
iu  a  fluent  time»  iu  oides  to  attend  either  iKeir  private  con«' 
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cerns  or  their  public  duty  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  he 
wiflied  to  defer  for  a  wl^C  a  motioa  wbifib  <he  intended  to 
make* 

The  fubje£l  he  meafit  to  bu^g  forward,   he    faid,    was 
of  great  iRipgrtai\pe  ;    be  therefore  thought  it  was  pxo|>^r,  ^t 
th0  time  he  gave  notice  of  it,  to  ftate  preciiely  what  tne  moUon  r 
'^^^    It  related  to  what  had  partly  been  before  the  Honfe. 
He'  was  on^  of  thqfe  who  thought  that  propofals  for  peace 
might,  at-  this  tin^e,  be  made  with  advantage  to  this  country^ 
but  the  ;ninifter  had  declared  himfclf  to  be  of  a  cpntcary  opi- 
nion.'   He  thought  he  underftood  the  Right  Hqn.  Centlemant 
at  laftj  upon  that.  fulyj:£k.:     JBe  bdi^ved  him  to  hj  in  e&A 
this  ;-»-**  TTifat  the  form  of  gorcmmcnt  in  France,  with  whii;:h 
tkisx:ountry  could  with  th^  g^eateft  fafety  and  the  bed  adyaja** . 
taige  treat  and  negotiate,  was  that  of  a  monarchical  forq[ij| . 
eftabliihed  on  fomethipg  )ike  th<;  old  foroi  of  th^  Qonftitution  ' 
of  that  country.    That  he  could  conceive,  how^vcrj^  intermc% 
diate  circumRances,  in  which  it  might  be  prudent  (or  us  even 
to  treat  with  a  republican  form  of  government  in  that  country  % 
but  that,  under  the  pifefent  civcvmftances,  we  could  not,  con^ 
fiftei^f ly  v^it^  the  dignit^y  of  the  Crown,  or  the  hhVf  of  tshe 
^f^^^^y.%  pcgetiate  with  the  prefent  Govcmaient  of  France.'*--*  - 
Sp  £af  hem^  being  of  tibid  opinion,  he  was  wdl  periuadcd  thak 
\fe  o^id,  cpafiftenily  with  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  ths 
f^f^n  of,  the  PuW^  tntfit  at  this  tiiae  into  that  negotiatimiy 
af[^d  he  wished  for  the  difcuffion  of  than  fabjc£l  %  and,  dieie<« 
ff^e,  h^  g»vi&  nptico,  that  oa  th«  aoth  of  this  month  ha 
{bpi\}d  moye^  *^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Hoiifii,  that  thff 
ei^iftence  of  the  prefeni  Goremment  of  France  ought  not  to  be. 
GftJiifiKd  as  fr«iciuding  ^t  this  time  a  negotiation  betweea 
1^''    Thefe  were  thi  w<3>rds  9I  the  motion,  as  he  intended  t«i 
>99lH^  it }  if  |hf ^e.was  anv  Melnber  in  the  Ho^ib  who  tholight 
that  the  fame  idea  might  be  better  exprefled>  he  fiiould  be  glad 
tikJ^NF'Whaf  M^  tO"  bf  fiH  upon  that  point ;  hut,  if  not&ig 
relevant  of  that  fort  was  then  faid,  he  (hould  bnngfais  notiom 

Tht  Chancellor  of  the  Bffcbepier  gai»  the  Hon.  Gentlemaa 
0^)t  f!o/r  havb)gf  {fcated  his  propofition*  in  ^{air,  ^pcn,  and 
v^^nijf  Wfif  s  but  uicU  he  flinuld  not  attompt-  to  difcufs  the  A|b» 
ifi^>  becaufo  anplbfcr  feafon  would  arrivo  for  that  purpofc  }-*« 
Jl^  4^6vc«l  i^  to  be  WidecjBk6odf  however,  that  he  wiihed  ihm 
matter  to  be  difcuiTed  fully,  fs&ly,  ^nd  ibcely,  whether  fimiMi 
the  internal  (it^f^|iojfKo^f^y«ix«  .  it'WOttl^i»etwif€y  difcreet,  or 
prudent,  on  the  part  9^  th]^  fipUOtrj,,  ^Q  cntfir  ietft  mf  l»^*ti- 
ationatthistinwu..      ^        . 
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CiTV  MILFTf  A  BILL. 

Mr^  Zhnldau  cstlkd  the  atteatloa  of  thd  HauO;^  f^v  a  mp^ 
mcnr,  to  the  City  MilitU  BiU.     He  obrerved  ths^t  the  Bill  |ia4  - 
heexx  (ii^r^icd  thTough  the  Houfe  wiih  uncxamplfd  and  ind^ 
cenc  precipitaBcy,  and  when  he  appofed  it  a»  an  i4^friiigern0Dt . 
of  the  chari«red  rights  of  the  citizens  of  Lof^dQiH  be  wfi$  lold  b« 
wra^  interfering  in  a  ipaUPP  for  which  the  cifuen^  of  d^HHloa 
would  noJk  be  obliged  ta  bin^v^'^^^  ^^^F  Itad  confid^red  ti^ii 
principle  of  the  Bill|  and  approved  of  it.    The  fa£l,  bovif^v^* 
was  dtre^lf  the  fev^rfe  :   i  he  citizens  had  i)ot  then  aa  ppppf « 
tuiuty  of  underftandsng  the  Bill  completely,  and  whcti  thcf 
did  underftand  it»  they  difapprove(|  of  it  highly«     It  was  not, 
kis  view  to  catch  at  temporanr  popularity^  by  affis^Hng  ta* 
feel  for  the  rights  of  pcrfons  for  wmin^  be' had  no  real  qoii^ 
C4$rn  ;.  the  trym  wad,  tnat  he  conGdercd  the  Bill  in  queflion. 
'  to  be  a  grofs  violation  of  the  rights  of  a  very  r^fpe£^able  bpd^ 
of  men»  whom  it  was  the  conunon  di^ty  of  a)l  \hs,  M^ipbe? 4, 
of  that  Houfe  tq  eileeoa  and  refpeft.    Tp  &/BWt  bowevos 
tliat  he  had  no  defire  gf  thrufling  himfelf  forward  in  tY^i^lnir^ 
nefs^  he  would  decline  it  altogether,   if  hp  (hould  find  that 
the  Members  fof  the  city  were  difppftsd  ^  do  their  duty  t^ 
their  conllitiients  upon  the  fubjed.     What  1^  wi{hed  to  know. 
at  this  moment  was,  whether  it  wa<  (he  ii)tqntioQ  of  tbofe 
Hon.  Gentlemen,  reprefentatives  of  the  city,  to  bring  fprwardL 
^motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  CityJAilitia  Bill,  ^t  tp  prpppfe 
(ome  regulation  of  it  ?  He  dcfir^ d  an  anfwer  to  that  que{(ipn^  ; 
.  Mr^  Alderman  Ct4rtu  faid,  Com^  a£kive  endeavours  had  faici^ 
made  by  ^  particular  party  in  the  city,  not  very  friendly  to  tM 
fheafupes  of  the  preient  Admiuiilration,  to  render  tnat  Bill 
c^ou&    The  citizens,  howevcri  had,  with  Aeir  ufui^  good 
fenfef  been  aUe  to  withitand  the  moft  palatable  ppifon,  and  he 
doubted  not  but  the  Bill  would  .provi;  a  blefllng  to  them^     A 
committee  had  been  appointed  in  the  city  to  examine  into  tKis 
fubje£t,  but  they  had  not  yetmad«  their  report,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  give  all  the  information  he  could  wifln     But  \fith 
vegard  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  would  venture  to  fay  it 
was  approved  of  by  a  large- majority  of  the  citizens  of  London. 
This  he  coUeOed  from  the  meetings  which  had  taken  pbcc 
upon  the  fubjedi. 

*  Mr^  Aiderman  Anderfon-  fatd,  that  many  attempts  had  been 
inade  to  impofe  on  the  underftandings  of  the  citizens  of  Lon^ 
4ea  upoft  diis  fubjed,  but  they  would  not  fwallow  the  poifon^i 
bo^veivcv  pakktsMe  the  doTe  was  made;'  the*  majority  of  the 
^tizens  were  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Bit!.  He  took  'notice 
ibacrMr.  Sheridan  Ind  iaid|  the  Members/or  Lon^m  urere  not 

prefent 
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prefent  on  Friday  ;-Mr..Anderfonfai€ltheW2ts  in  tfaeHoofeata 

S|uarter  of  an  hour  after  four  o'clock,  and  he  begged  leare  to 
ary»that  conGderihg  his  other  important  concemsThe  attended 
the  Houfe,  he  believed,  as  frequently  as  any  Member,  and  he 
tnifted  that  none  of  thefe  refledions  would  be  thrown  out 
again*     He  underftood  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  fatd,  in  the  ' 
hearing  of  fome  perfons,  that  he  (Mr.  Alderman  Andcrfon)  * 
had  coniFcrfed  with*  that  he  (hould  have  fotoe  obfervations  to 
ittake  that  day,  if  the  Members  for  the  city  attended  their  duty* ' 
«  Mr.  SieriJan  left  it  #to  the  worthy  Alderman  to  tSike  credit 
for  his  attendance  in  that  Houfe  ;  he,  for  one,  did  not  think  it 
Was-an  indifierent,  or  a  minor  part  of  a  Member^s  duty  to  at-* 
tend  the  Houfe*    With  regard  to  his  having  promifed  to  make 
fome  obfervations  upon  this  fubje£l  that  day,  in  the  hearing  of 
amy  body  in  that  Houfe,  he  certainly  did  not  make  that  promtfer 
in  the  hearing  of  any  body,  for  he  did  not  make  it  at  alt.  - 
With  regard  to  the  popularity  of  the  Bill,  the  Gentlemen  who 
had  afierted  that,  would  do  well  to  revife  that  opinion ;  he 
thoughtthey  would  foon  have  reafon  to  change  it ;  if  he  could 
judge  of  what  he  heard  fo  frequently,  and  particularly  from 
At  proceedings  of  the  numerous  meeting  of  the  ward  of  Far- 
ringdon  Without,  the  Bill  had  aroufed  the  mdignation  of  the 
citizens  of  London,  but  by  no  means  met  their  favourable 
<Tpinion.    He  {hould  fay  nothing  further  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjea. 

'  Mr.  jIUemmn  Le  Mefurur  faid,  that  in  fpite  of  the  efforts 
that  had  been  Aiade  to  provoke  a  diflierent  fentimcnt,  the  Bill  in' 
queilioB  was  no  fooner  properly  underftood,  than  it  became 
]k)pular  in  the  city;  that  many  of  the  wards  had  exprefled  as* 
iDttch  in  their  meeting,  but  that  perhaps  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
who  infifted  on  the  contrary,  did  not  know  this,  for  the  citizens 
of  London  were  not  in  the  habit  of  pubiifhing  their  proceed* 
iogs  in  repuUican  newfpapers* 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUS£« 

Mr.  J^j7xfaid  be  had  a  motion  to  make,  which  was  not  ^« 
nfual  on  iimilar  occafions,  if  a  fimilar  occafion  to  the  prefent 
could  be  recoHe£ted  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country.  In  a  ihort 
time  the  miniifter  was  to  call  for  a  loan,  unexampled  in  point 
f^  magnitude,  as  well  as  under  peculiar  circiimftances,  a  large 

f^art  o?  which  was  intended  to  be  applibd  to  the  ^fliftance  of  % 
breign  Prince.  On  the  day  orevious  to  the  difcuAoa  of  thafc 
fubjeft,  an  ^om  Friend,  of  nis  (Mr.  Grev)  was  Iq  bring  for« 
^ard  a  very  important  motion.  Under  tne  prefent  alarming 
afpe£t  of  ourafiairs,  they  could  not  proceed  with  too.muqb 

folcmnityt 
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Jplenmity  ;  and  therefore  ht  (hould  nio?e  that  the  Houfe  be 
odkd  over  on  the  20|h  of  this  month* 

The  quellioi\  was  put  and  carriedi  to  which  was  added  the 
ufual  order  in  fuch  cafes-^— that  fuch  Members  as  do  not  an^ 
fwer  to  the  call  be  taken  tnto  the  cuftodj  of  the  Seijeant  at 
.Anns. 

Mr.  Jelyl  reminded  the  minifter»  that  he  had  not  given  him 
an  ahfwer  to  the  latter  part  of  his  queftion,  relative  to  our  fab« 
£dy  to  the  King  of  Pniflla }  he  (hould  therefore  be  obliged  ta 
make  a  motion^  which  be  did  to  the  following  effed :— ^^That 
there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  money  iflued 
luid  received  by  the  Kingof  Pruffia,  and  at  what  time  the  inftaU 
ments  were  made,  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  entered  into  be* 
:twcenhim  and  his  Majeftv,  in  the  month  ot  April  1794  \  to^ 
gether  with  an  account  of  the  number  of  troops  which  have 
been  employed  in  concert  with  his  Majefty's  troops,  in  pur* 
f uance  of  toe  faid  treaty/* 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  bb« 
]t€tto  the  account  of  the  inftalments;  the  amount 'of  tlie 
whole  he  had  ftated  already  to  be  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  \  but  as  to  the  number  of  troops  employed  by  the  King 
of  PruiCa,  in  Concert  with  his  Majefty's  troops^  it  was  fuch  at 
be  could  not  aflcnt  to«  becaufe  Government  had  received  no 
official  returns  of  their  number. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  ftrange--« 
JWhen  we  entered  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Prince,  (hould 
we  not  know  whether  he  had  performed  the  wh<^  or  any  part 
of  what  be  undertook  to  perform  i  For  what  purpofe,  be 
wi(hed  to  know,  were  Commiffioners  or  Commifiaries  ap^ 
)>ointed  on  our  part,  but  to  traafmit  to  us  an  official  account 
of  our  troops,  and  to  deliver  to  that  Prince  the  dire3ions  of 
.our  Government  upon  that  fubjedl  ?  Nothing  was  to  bt  conw 
municated  to  the  people  of  this  country,  but  uie  fum  of  money 
which  had  been  taken  out  of  their  pockets.  We  (hould  not 
Jcnow  whether  the  King  of  Pruffia  ftopped  his  fervices  in  Sep« 
.lember^  or  continued  them  fo  long ;  or  whether  he  did  any 
.thing  more  than  receive  our  money.  He  could  not  conceive 
.jt  poffible  that  minifters  (hould  not  know  what  the  King  of 
JPruffia  did  \  he  could  not  believe  they  had  been  fo  grofsty 
^negligent  of  their  duty  as  not  to  inform  themfelves  of  fome* 
thing  upon  the  fubie£t,  befides  the  mere  amount  of  the  fums 
.they  paid  to  a  foreign  Prince  for  his  ailitlance,  and  the  dates 
.pf  the  in(lahnents.  Sure  he  was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would 
gxoh\y  negle£k  their  duty  if  they  approved  of  fuch  conduct 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  there  was  a  wide  diflcft* 
tnce  between  having  no  account  at  alh  and  having  that  detailed 
.  "   official 


«fictal  ^cc^unt  e4  the  precHe  nuhiiber  of  troops  eili[ildyed  vpofi 
that  fervice.  He  was  perfeftif  ready  to  difcufs  the  whole 
^ueftiolt  of  that  treatyt  if  ftny  Gentleman  chofe  to  bring  the 
•uriiole  tnatter  forward  before  the  Hmife,  and  he  was  ready  to 
tftlte  his  full  (have  bf  the  retJM>niiiMlity  which  eonkl  attach  to 
htm  as  one  of  his  Majefly's  tervants  in  advifing  the  concluding 
«f  that  tiVtfy  s  he  Would  go  furthei-,  and  declare  from  the 
-|ienertll  Imowledge  irhkh  he  had  6f  all  the  circumftances,  it 
'Was  foch  ;fs  he  would  adtUe  sigaiti  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  and 
l^erefore  he  moted  by  wir  of  Am^ndmettt  to  this  mdtion,  that 
-^  words,  ^  together  ndtn  an  accdmit  of  the  number  of  troops 
-whieh  lia^  been  efviployod  in  concert  with  his  Majelt/a 
-troops,  in  purfuanee  of  the  fald  treaty,"  be  left  out. 
" '  Mr.  F$x  fatd^  that  the  fninifter's  fpeech  was  to  him  the  moft 
riftfming  ht  ever  heard.  There  was  no  information  whatever 
in  it  Wt  the  afttng  for  infofmatien  was  treated  with  contem^* 
He  then  compared  the  treaty  in  queftion  widi  other  treatieSy 
-irkh  that  m^ide  with  the  Landgrave  of  Heflbi  and  that  with  the 
Itlngof  Satdirtia,  and  fnaimahied  thsltas  it  appeared  from  the 
ChanceMor  of  die  Eftcfaeqoer's  ftattfmenti  the  treaty  with  the 
'King  of  Pruflia  was  mcrt^  dlfadvantdgedus  to  u#  than  eidier  of 
fhe.other^i  by  the  proportion  of  froih  fto  to  50  to  i ;— really, 
'in  ittch  a  fituatioity  our  condition  was  an  alarAiit^g  one ;  the 
|>eopte  of  this  country  had  a  right  to  know  whether  they  hate 
for  their  monev  what  they  agree  for  \  and  fuch  fattsfadctry  in- 
formation,  be  believed,  would  foon  be  InOiled  upon,  not^^ilh- 
'ftaiiding  all^the  attempts  dt  keeping  «p  a  fyft«tn  of  delufioH, 
dnd  plM^ing  them  deeper  a^d  deepdr  into  an  .abfft  ^f  ruih. 
The  minifter  ptofoied  bis  reddinefs  td  diftuf»^e  whole  of  the 
;ftrt))ea  whenever  it  wis  brought  fotwi^rd.  WTiat  w^  thte? 
"Wm  It  net  an  infuhing  mockery  of  the  Honrc"  f  What  dtf- 
^Ufllon  oouM  ever  pofTibly  tjike  p)ac«  if  ih€  Houfe  ^ere  nevet 
to  have  arty  ittfotimrticNI  «poit  the  fufajeO  ?— This  treaty  was 
itOt  pretended  to  be  fimltat  t§  that  with  the- King  of  Sai^itiia 
-*— a  fubiidy  to  a  foreigti  Prirtoe  for  engaging  to  d^nd  his  owfi 
'4)nmimoM;  on  the  corttrary,  H  ^tf§  vavntingly  ftated  to  th^ 
iloufe,  at  the  time  it  was  propofed)  to  be  a  treaty  ^rth  a  fdreigh 
Pfince  fond  of  Itiilitary  glofyi  ^hd  undertook  to  brihg  a  l^rge 
body  of  troops  irito  the  Brltffli  fervice,  to  be  under  the  con^ 
^andf  it  was  true,  of  ft  Prufli^n  6eiMnt1|  but  tv^  were  to 
^llMkve  our  Comtniifarf  or  Comfnit&otier^  aiki  he  beHeted  Lord 
^Cetn^aUis  was  appointed  to  ^t  office ;  wts  it  therefore 
ipf^lfle  tve  could  hav6  no  accoMt  of  tliefe  forces  ?  It  wat  the 
efp^cial  d»ty  of  the  Commlflbry  or  Oomtniflioners,  officially 
^  repcn-t  ff o«n  timrto  fime  A«^  fttfte  «nd  nuxlib«r  of  the  t^mfeaa 
troo|)^i^ofx»f€<«rk«yOtheFirift^^o^tt{K^  ttoffH  ht^ini 
5  fcr 
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for  month  after  month,  year  after  year,  without  the  real 
benefit  of  adequate  afliftancc.  The  nliniiler  was  pleafed  to 
fay  he  had  general  information  upon  that  fubjedl  j  would  he 
condefcend  to  convey  to  the  Houfe  a  little  of  that  general  in- 
formation? if  he  did,  it  would  then  be  a  queiUon'for  the 
Houfe  to  consider  w4iat  ought  to  be  their  conduct  upon  fuch  a 
fubjefl ;  and  in  judging  of  that  they  ought  to  reflect  that  they 
were  the  guardians  of  the  public  purfe,  and  ought  not,  by  coun* 
tenancing  fuch  an  amendmenti  to  fufK:r  the  public  treafure  to 
be  thus  wantonly  wafted. 

Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  his  aftonifliment 
ix.  the  comparifon  which  was  made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman of  twenty  or  thirty  to  one,  it  being  fo  extravagantly  out 
of  all  bounds  ot  fobcr  calculation.  He  compared  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  others  in  former  wars,  in  which 
he  maintained  that  the  extfting  treaty  was  more  to  our  advan- 
tage than  any  of  the  preceding  treaties :  And  he  repeated,  that, 
from  his  general  knowledge  of  the  fervice  of  his  PrufCan  Ma- 
jefty  iti  the  common  caufe,  in  coniequence  of  the  l»ft  treaty, 
however  fubjeft  it  might  be  to  fome  ground  of  qneftoin,  fuch 
cfTential  aflifVance  had  been  afforded  to  us  and  to  the  reft  of 
Europe,  as  would  induce  him^  under  fimilar  circumftunces,  to 
give  to  his  Majefty  prccifeiy  the  fame  advice  as  he  had  given 
on  that  occafion. 

Mr,  Fox  admitted  that  the  csdculation  he  had  haftily  made, 
w:is  too  high  when  he  ftated  ttie  exifting  treaty  to  bp  more  to 
our  difadvantage  than  others,  in  the  pTop<>rtion  of  twenty  to 
one ;  but  it  was  not  lefs  after  ail  than  fifteen  to  one.  To  prove 
this  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  an  arithmetical  dedu£i:ion  of  the 
fubjeA  in  fupport  of  his  aflertion,  obfcrving,  that  there 
were  150,000  men  allowed  for  670,000!.  and  in  tlie  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  50,000  men  were  fubfidizcd  for 
20o,oool.  fo  that  the  three-fifths  of  the  prefent  treaty  were  as 
1 20,000  men,  aivd  bore  the  exad  proportion  of  one  to  fifteen. 
That,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  the  calculation,  and  I  beg  pardon  for 
my  former  incorreftnefs.  He  recapitulated  what  he  had 
before  faid^  and  obferved,  that  it  was  then  too  late  to  recall  the 
i,2oo,oool.  and  as  it  appeared  neceflary  to  have  fome  excufe, 
the  fuccefs  of  thefe  foreign  mercenaries  was  talked  of,  when 
the  whole  feries  of  the  campaign  confifted  of  difafter  and  dif- 
grace.  Mr.  Fox  thought  it  particularly  hard  for  the  country 
that  the  goods  ihould  not  be  remitted  when  the  money  was 
paid.  After  comparing  the  laft  Pruffian  treaty  with  that  made 
with  the  late  King ,  and  that  entered  into  with  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, and  having  made  many  additional  obfervations,  he  con- 
cluded with  faying,  that  this  hufinefs,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  it, 
was  fo  extraordinary  and  alarming,  that  be  ftiould  think  he  did 
Vot.  I.  U  not 
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not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not  take  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  upon 
the  fubje£V. 

Mr*  Jf^inMnm  remarked,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle* 
man  had  deemed  it  neceiTary  to  eke  out  his  argument  with 
a  mis-ftatement.  When  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  mentioned 
the  fuccefs  derived  from  the  afliltance  of  thefe  fubfidiaries,  he 
was  perfeQiy  confident,  although  their  endeavours  had  been 
attended  witn  difafter  *»  for,  fuch  was  the  connexion  the  one 
had  with  the  otlier,  that  when  they  a£led  up  to  fuccefs,  they 
co-operated  to  fuccefs,  and  if  they  failed  unitedly,  the  failure 
would  have  been  much  greater  without  fuch  afliftance. 

The  failure  was  of  a  different  fort  from  that  of  which  thd 
complaint  was  made.  ,  If  the  failure  proceeded  from  a  de- 
ficiency of  number,  according  to  the  ilipulation,  then  blame 
was  to  be  attached  j  but  if  it  proceeded  from  fituation  and 
from  circumftance,  or  any  other  remote  caufe,  the  treaty  was 
fuccefsful  as  far  as  their  afliftance  tended ;  and  though  much 
more  might  have  been  hoped  for,  there  was  nothing  further  t6 
be  required.  There  was  clearly  a  mifreprcientation  in  ftating 
that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  afferted  that  he  had  no  inform* 
ation  at  all — he  had  merely  ftated  he  had  nothing  but  ge* 
neral  information,  which  was  not  fufficient  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe.  The  ftoppage  of  payment  in  September,  certainly 
tended  to  fhew  that  we  had  the  control,  contended  for  by  Ad* 
miniftration,  over  the  Prufiian  forces. 

Mr.  Fox^  in  explanation,  faid,  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  per* 
fons  talk  of  the  divifion  of  our  fuccefs  on  the  continent,  when 
the  fum  of  it  did  not  appear  capable  of  divifion.  Indeed  he 
did  not  think  that  any  perfon,  except  a  gentleman  of  fuch 
acute  reafoning  as  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  could  have  made  a 
divir.on  on  the  difafters  of  the  war. 

Mr,  Tkompfon  faid  a  few  words,  not  diftinftly  heard. 

Air.  Jekyll  v,  iftied  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give- 
the  Houfe  feme  of  the  general  information,  from  which  he 
formed  his  opinion  of  the  effential  affiftance  which  the  King  of 
PrufTialiad  aftbrded  to  the  common  caufe,  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  i,200)CCoi.  which  he  had  received  of  this  country;  for  the 
Public  wrre  ignorant,  he  feared,  of  that  cflential  affiftance. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided — 
For  the  tmthti  23 

JgatnJ}  it  no 

REPE\I.  OF- THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  SUSPENSION  ACT. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  purfuant  to  his  notice  of  laft  Tuefday  to 

bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Aft  of  the  laft 

fcffton,  fufpcnding   the   operation  of  the   Habeas  Corpus  A€t 

in  particular  refpeds.    He  faid,  that  in  addrciEng  the  Houfe 

upon 
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upon  a  fubjcft  of  the  mod  important  confideration,  he  by  no 
means  wifhtrd  to  mix  his  own  opinions  with  what  he  fhould 
lay  before  them)  but  fimply  to  bring  forward  the  real  (late  of 
faas. 

He  was  pcrfe£Hy  well  aware,  that  in  the  prefent  ca- 
lamitous Gtuation  of  the  country,  it  might  have  been  expe£led 
that  he  fliould  dire£l  their  attention  to  the  war  rather  than  to 
any  other  topic,  and  that  to  bring  forward  another  fubjeft, 
might  appear  to  have  a  tendency  to  divert  their  attention  from 
that  which  was  the  principal  obje£l  of  public  anxiety.  He 
was  alfo  awarcy  that  there  was  fomething  rifked  by  the  motion 
which  he  was  about  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  it  probably 
would  not  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who,  on  the 
firft  night  of  the  feffion,  had  exprefTed  their  difapprobation  of 
the  war,  and  that  while  an  appearance  of  ftrength  was  gather* 
ing  to  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  prefent  war,  the  effeA 
might  be  to  produce  a  degree  of  public  difcOuragement,  and 
to  diminiOi  the  hopes  that  were  entertained  of  putting  a  fpeedy 
end  to  the  unhappy  conteft  in  which  the  country  was  engaged— 
an  effeft  anxioufly  to  be  avoided.  There  were  however  fomc 
queftions  of  cflential  and  deep  importance,  which  no  con- 
(ideration  on  the  ground  of  expedience  fliould  induce  him  to 
forego.  Such  was  the  quedion  which  he  (hould  that  night 
bring  forward.  The  original  oppofers  of  the  war,  who  had 
encountered  fo^  much  unpopularity  at  its  oucfct,  would  iirmlv 
Hand  on  the  fame  ground  in  fupporting  the  principles  whicn 
they  had  uniformly  avowed ;  while  thofe  who  bad  joined 
them  in  the  oppofition  to  the  war  would  confidcr  how  far  it 
was  incumbent  upon  them  to  fupport  the  fame  principles. 
The  prefent  was  undoubtedly  the  very  firll  quellio|i  which 
thpfe  who  wiftied  for  peace  were  bound  to  fupport. — The  pri- 
mary confideration  which  had  been  held  out  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  refpc<ft  to  the  ncceffity  of  the  war^ 
was  the  internal  fituation  of  the  country.  A  view  of  that 
(ituation  was  certainly  in  every  refpe^  moft  important. 
Whether  we  looked  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  or  to  the 
event  of  peace,  it  was  of  confequence  to  afcertain  whether  the 
fubje6ls  of  this  country  were  a£luated  by  a  loyal  attachment 
to  the  King,  and  an  uudiaken  zeal  for  the  conftitution,  or  werts 
under  the  influence  of  Oppofite  fentimcnts.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  aflced,  if  we  ihould  make  {j^eace, 
what  would  be  the  confequence  of  the  inundation  of  French 
principles  in  tht^  cqiuntry  ?  He,  for  one,  did  not  dread  the  con- 
fequence. But  the  Righc  Hon.  Gentleman  had  rigbtly  taken 
his  ground,  if  he  fuppofed  the  people  of  England  ad^oated 
by  feditious  and  treafonablc  fentiments,  and  ready  on  the  Brft 

U  2  oppor- 
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opportunity  to  facrlScc  all  the  blcflings  which  they  enjoyed 
from  the  admirable  form  of  their  coniUtution,  and  to  dcilray 
themfelvcs.  This  was  the  point  at  iflUe  between  them,  the 
point  on  which  he  was  prepared  to  meet  him.  The  queftioa 
lyas  not,  whether  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t  (hould  remain  fufpended 
till  February,  though  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas) 
had  thought  proper  to  declare,  by  anticipation,  that  in  the  pxe- 
fent  fituation  of  things  he  ihould  be  of  opinion  that  the  fut- 
penfion  ought  to  be  renewed.  If  he  thought  that  there  remain* 
ed  no  ground  for  fufpending  it,  no  confideratton  of  the  fliort- 
nefs  of  time  would  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  motion.  He 
would  fay,  with  the  father  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (the 
"  Earl  of  Chatham),  who,  when  he  was  aiked  whether  he  would 
ifubmit  to  a  tyranny  of  forty  days,  anfwered^  No;  he  would 
not  confent  that  tlie  people  of  England  (hould  be  fettered  and 
(haokled  even  for  an  hour.  The  queftion  now  was,  Whether  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft  fhould  remain  fufpended  for  ever?  Another 
confideration  connefted  with  his  motion,  was.  Whether  the 
reverence  and  refpcft  for  the  decifions  of  juries,  fo  intimately 
interwoven  with  the  beft  principles  of  the  Britifli  conftitution, 
and  hitherto  fo  facredly  obferi'ed,  fliould  or  (hoold  not  be 
eradicated  from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England  ?  In  con- 
ducing the  prcfent  difcLilFion,  he  fliould  argue  from  circum- 
fiances  as  they  really  exifted.  He  would  appeal  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  Mc^  with  refpeft  to  the  fituation  in  which 
this  country  was  now  placed ;  and  He  would  a(k  tliem,  Whether 
they  would  not  accept  of  the  compromife,  that  the  fentimentS) 
numbers,  and  force  of  tlie  focieties,  who  had  been  held  up  as 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  (hould  remain  exaAly  as  riiey 
were  at  prefent.?  But  there  was  no  fituation  in  which  thofe 
Gentlemen  were  not  provided  with  an  anfwer.  If  it  was 
urged  that  the  defigns  of  thofe  focieties  had  been  che.cked, 
they  would  afk,  Whether  they  ought  to  withdraw  the  fecurity 
at  the  moment  they  had  fuccecded  in  repelling  the  danger.' 
If  the  influence  of  the  focieties  was  faid  to  be  incrcafed,  they 
would  contend  that'the  force,  which  it  had  been  thought  nc- 
teeflary  to  oppofe  to  an  inferior  danger,  became  ftill  more  in* 
difpenfible  when  the  danger  was  increafed.  If  they  were 
called  upon  in  a  time  of  war,  they  would  allege,  that  was  not 
the  proper  time  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  power  to  be  granted 
to  the  executive  government  •,  if  during  the  interval  of  peace,, 
they  would  enlarge  upon  the  neceffity  of  guarding  againft  the 
confeqiJLncrs  of  an  intcrcourfc  with  the  daring  republicans  of 
France.  There  was  no  fituation  in  which  they  would  not  be 
provided  with  fome  argument  for  fufpending  this  chief  bul- 
wark of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Engliflimciu     The  fufpcn- 
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Con  would  be  juftified,  not  merely  as  a  guard  againft  the  crime 
of  trea(bn,  but,  according  to  the  new  phrafe,  any  difpofitton 
to  moral  guilt  whicli  might  be  productive  of  dangers.  On  fach 
pretences  would  the  fufpenfion  be  juftified,  and  the  Aft  itfelf 
sever  again  be  reftored.  He  would  remind  Gentlemen  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  fufpenfion  had  been  voted  :  The  pcc- 
amble  of  the  AQ.  ftated,  that — *^  Whereas  a  traitorous  and 
treafonable  conrpiracy>"  &c. 

He  would  proceed  to  fads.  Did  this  traitorous  deteftabte 
confpiracy  exiil,  if  indeed  it  had  ever  exiiled  at  ell  ?  It  would 
be  neceflary  to  prove  not  only  that  it  once  exifted,  but  that  th^ 
fame  danger  ftill  continued.  Were  they  prepared  to  go  the 
length  of  chefe  afiertions  i  He  would  not  (brink  from  what 
he  had  faid  on  a  former  occaflon^  that  he  conHderedoninifters 
as  the  fole  fabricators  of  thcfe  plots.  What  he  had  then  de« 
clared  from  ftrong  furmi(b  and  deep  fufpicion,  he  was  now 
enabled  to  repeat  from  die  evidence  of  fa£ts.  He  had  at  his 
back  the  verdtfts  of  repeated  juries,  who  had  negatived  tlhe 
cxiftence  of  any  fuch  plot.  The  opinion  of  juries  had  how- 
ever been  lately  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  almoil 
afraid  to  quote- their  authority :  But  he  would  remind  a  Learn- 
ed Gentleman  (Sir  John  Mitford),  that  for  language  much: 
lefs  unconftitutional  than  he  had  employed,  with  rcfpedl  to  the 
verdiAs  of  thefe  juriesy  a  Learned  Serjeant  had  formerly  been 
committed  to  prifon  by  the  Houfc  of  Commons.  Thar  Learn*' 
cd  Gentleman  had  told  them,  that  the  acquittal  of  a  jury  did 
not  declare  the  man  innocent,  it  only  exempted  him  from  being 
tried  again  upon  the  fame  charge.  He  had  always  under- 
ftood,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  law  of  England,  that  every 
man  was  prefumed  to  be  innocent,  till  he  was  found  guilty. 
But  fo  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  he  was  now  told,  that  noc 
even  the  acquittal  of  a  jury  eftabiinied  his  innocence,  or  re- 
ftored  him  to  his  former  place  in  focicty.  Great  (Irefs  hatL 
been  laid  upon  the  decifion  of  a  grand  jury.  He  did  not  reft 
much  upon  that,  more  efpecially  as  he  underftood  that  fomc 
degree  of  managenoent  had  been  employed  in  forming  that 
grand  jury.  Letters  were  fent  round;  one  qf  which  he  then 
held  in  his  hand,  difpenflng  with  the  attendance  of  fome  whd 
might  otherwifc  have  fat  on  that  grand  jury,  and  fo  far  as  that 
went,  had  the  efie£l  of  packing  them.  But  he  could  not  cer- 
tainly regard  the  authority  of  any  grand  jury  as  of  much 
weight,  if  after  the  prifoner  was  ))ut  upon  his  trial,  by  their 
iindmg  a  bill  againft  him,  he  was  iliil,  by  |he  iiberai  fpirit  of 
die  law  of  England,  to  be  confidered  innocent  till  he  was  found 
^ilty  by  a  vcrdi£^  of  his  peers.  A  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham}  had  gone  even  farther  than  the  Learned  Cha^ 
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raster  to  whom  he  had  alluded  i  he  had  thrown  down  the 
gauntlet  to  )f\%  Ri)i;ht  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox). — How  far  it  was 
prudent  or  proper  in  that  Gentleman  fo  to  tiO|  he  would  not 
take  upon  him  to  determine,  efpecially  when  he  recolleAed 
that  on  a  former  occafion  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
j;ive  up  the  title  of  his  Friend  till  his  Rizht  Hon.  Friend  kad 
firll  given  him  a  hint  for  that  purpofe.  He  had  not  waited  for 
the  hint ;  he  had  now  renounced  the  title.  Nor  was  fuch  a 
hint  to  be  expelled  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  by  thofe  who 
knew  with  what  ilrength  of  attachment  he  clung  to  all  of 
whom  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  think  favourably,  and  how 
unwilling  he  was  to  give  up  any  who  had  once  formed  claims 
upon  his  frienddiip.  Now,  however,  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  voluntarily difclaimed  the  connexion,  he  had  no* 
hcfitation  to  declare  that  he  fliould  henceforth  meet  him  on 
the  ground  of  fair  hoflility.  That  Hon.  Gentleman,  next  to 
another  perfon,  had  been  the  principal  indrument  of  bringing ' 
the  country  into  the  calamitous  fituation  in  which  it  was  ndw  ' 
placed.  He  tVufled  that  he  had  abilities  to  extricate  it  from^ 
the  dtlHculties  of  that  fituation.  At  any  rate  he  knew  that  he' 
had  boldnefs  to  wait  the  refponfibility  which  would  ultimate]]^ 
attach  to  all  the  authors  of  the  prcfent  war.  Except  thett 
was  fomcthing  in  the  fupport  of  the  war  that  corrupted  ahd 
degraded  the  human  heart,  he  (hould  have  thought  that  the 
Hop.  Gentleman  would  have  been  the  laft  of  all  men  to  apply 
to  pcrfons  acquitted  by  juries  of  their  country,  the  opprobrious 
epithet  of  Ai-quitted  Felons,  There  might  have  been  fome 
ground  for  thinking  that  thofe  pcrfons  had  owed  their  efcape 
to  a  flaw  in  the  indiclment,  or  to  a  deficiency  of  techni- 
cal forms;  it  might  then  have  been  urged  that  they  were  not 
entitled  by  the  verdift  of  a  jury  to  a  rcgencralion  of  charader, 
and  were  Hill  to  be  confidered  in  the  liglrt  in  which  tlic  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  placed  them,  as  men  branded  with  guilt  and 
driven  from  fociety.  He  would  not  fay  that  every  man  ac- 
quitted was  therefore  innocent :  There  could  be  no  rule  of 
that  fort  without  an  exception  ;  a  criminal  might  owe  his  ac- 
quittal to  a  flaw  in  the  indictment  or  a  failure  of  the  evidence. 
It  had  been  (tated  the  other  night  that  a  perfon  might  be 
charged  with  marder  who  had  only  been  guilty  of  houfe- 
breaking,  and  becaufe  he  was  not  found  guilty  upon  the  firft 
charge,  was  he  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  pure  and  ho- 
nourable character  .^  But  did  the  men  who  had  lately  been 
acquitted  (land  in  that  fituation  ?  If  there  was  any  cafe  in 
which  theverdift  of  a  jury  went  completely  to  eftablifh  the 
innocence  of  the  party  accufed,  it  ought  to  be  with  refpedl  to 
the  charge  of  high  treafon.    That  charge,  it  was  to  be  recol- 
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Icded,  came  with  the  higheft  authority,  and  with  a  degree  of 
weight  and  influence  which  it  was  difficult  for  any  individual 
to  refill.     It  was  to  be  recollefted  too,  that  with  refpcd  to  the 
crime  of  high  treafon  the  country  itfclf  was  both  party  and 
judge,  (ince  he  who  levies  war  againil  the  King,  at  the  fame 
time  confpire*  againft  the  peace  of  the  country.     With  refpeft 
to  the  charge  of  levying  war,  it  was  poflible  that  the  party  ac- 
cufed  might  efcape  from  the  incompetency  of  the  evidence ; 
but  with  refpeft  to  the  charge  of  compaffing  and  imagining 
the  King's  death/  the  intention  itfelf  conftituted  the  crime;, 
and  if  the  jury  had  in  their  own  minds  a  conviftion  of  the  cri- 
minal intention,  and  there  was  fufficient  proof  of  the  overt- 
a£l,  they  were  bound  to  find  their  verdid  Guilty.     He  would 
now  put  it,  whether,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  trials,  any  thing 
that  could  have  been  brought  forward  againft   the  prifoners 
was  omitted  from  any  want  of  time  or  attention  ?    He  had  - 
heard  indeed  a  Learned  Gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  fay^ 
that  the  jury,  if  they  had  known  all  that  he  did,  would  have 
ibund  their  vcrdid  differently.     That  Learned  Gentleman  he 
cdnccived .  muft  have  been  afleep  at  the  time,  otherwife  the 
obvious  inference  was,  that  he  had  neglt£led  to  ftate  to  the  jury 
all  that  he  knew,  and  had  thereby  inewn  himfelf  difqualified 
for  the  place  which  he  held,  a  confeffion  which  he  furely  would 
tict  wi{h  to  make  to  the  Gentlemen  along  with  whom  he  fat, 
far  lefs  to  thofc  on  the  Other  fide  the  Houfe.     He  would  fup- 
pofe  that  the  declaration,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  had  been 
made  in  the  hafte  of  debate,  inadvertently  and  without  due  con- 
fideration.     The  Learned  Gentleman  could   not  mean  that 
any  thing  further  had  fmce  come  to  his  knowledge,  fince  he 
had  himfelf  admitted  that  the  efFe£t  of  thofe  acquittals  went 
to  prevent  the  parties  from  being  again  tried  on  the  fame 
charge.     No  pains  had  furely  been  fpared  to  bring  thofe  per- 
fons  to  a  convittion  if  they  had  been  really  guilty.     A  Report 
of  that  Houfe  was  brought  forward,  containing  almoft  every 
thing   that    was   afterwards  adduced   in  evidence,  aind  chat 
was  followed   by  the  decifion  of  the  grand  jury.     Neither 
could  it  be^contended,  that  there  was  any  want  of  time  5  fome 
of  the  perfons  tried,  were  taken  up  in  May;  the  fix  monthi 
previous  to  their  trial  were  employed  in  collefting  and  ar- 
ranging evidence ;  a  talk  in  which  many  refpefta^e  perfons, 
urged  by  a  fenfe  of  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty  to 
their  country,  were  induced  to  take  an  aftive  part.     Neither 
was  there  any  deficiency  of  legal  ability;  twelve  gentlemen 
of  the  grcateft  profeffional  eminence,  whofe  talents  were  ade- 
quate to  any  caufe,  were  retained  on  the  fide  of  the  Crown,  at 
an  expcnce  of  upwards  of  8000I.,  independently  of  the  bill  of 
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the  Solicitor  to  the  Trcafury.  [Mr.  Sherida6  here  read  the 
hii  of  the  names  of  the  Counftl  for  the  profecution.]  The 
Attorney  General  hacfy  he  faid,  aflured  him  that  he  exerted  his 
abilities  grakuitouflr,  an  example  which  he  trofted  would  be 
imitated,  and  for  which  he  gave  him  honour,  though  he  ct>ald 
not  approve  of  his  dodrines  of  high-treafon»  doArines  which 
if  they  were  once  to  be  admitted,  no  man  could,  m  his  opi- 
Oftoni  be  fafe  ;  nor  yet  of  the  deteftable  evidence  of  fpies,  fo 
much  reforted  to  in  Ac  conda£k  of  the  profecution.  Such 
an  array  could  oniy  indeed  have  been  encountered  by  the  abi-> 
Ikies  and  eloquence  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  who  by  his  conduft 
on  that  occafion  acquired  the  higheft  honour,  but  to  whom  all 
profeffional  honour  was  become  fuperfluous,  and  therefore  he 
might  deem  it  fortunate  th;it  he  was  aflbctated  with  Mr.  Gibbs, 
whodefervedly  came  in  for  a  ihare  of  ^credit  in  the  tranfa£lion. 
But  perhaps  the  Gentlemen  engaged  in  the  profecution  wouM 
contend  that  they  did  not  bring  a  fuffictent  number  of  wit-* 
nefles,  that  they  were  willing  to  fpare  the  trouble  of  perfons 
engaged  in  different  occupations,  and  refiding  in  diftant  parts 
of  the  country.  ^^  How  far  this  is  the  cafe,"  faid  Mr.  Sheridan^ 
^  will  appear  from  a  paper  which  I  (hall  now  read,  the  lift  of  the 
witneilcs  fummoned  in  the  cafe  of  <Mr.  Joyce^  who  was  never 
fried/*  Of  this  lift  Mr.  Sheridan  read  an  abftra£l ;  it  con* 
fiftcd  of  twenty-three  perfons  belonging  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  forty-four  gaolers  and  fheriflfs'  offieerst 
twenty-two  bookfellers  and  printers,  feventeen  Scotchmeiif 
who  never  faw  the  prifoner,  beGdes  a  number  of  lawyers  anj 
lawyers'  clerks,  excifcmen,  and  officers  under  GortrnmthU 
amounting,  in  all,  to  iwo  hundred  and /even  witnefles.  There 
was  one  circumftance  to  be  noticed  :  Many  of  thofe  who  werd 
brought  forward  to  give  evidence  were  kept  in  prifon  for  a 
confideraUe  time,  till  they  were  wanted  for  that  purpofe  ;«- 
there  they  were  cooped  up.  half  witnefles  and  half  principals, 
till  the  day  of  trial ;  and  yet,  to  the  men  who  had  been  placed 
in  thi$  fituation,  many  of  whom  had  loft  their  bufmefs,  and 
been  hurt  in  their  character,  not  the  fmalleft  compeufation  had 
been  given ;  he  would  not  fay,  becaufc  they  had  faikd  in  py« 
itig  an  evidence  which  might  have  been  favourable  tc  the  Yicwa 
of  the  profecutioy ;  fome  of  them  had  been  fent  back  to  Shef- 
field with  three  pounds  to  defray  their  cxpences. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  proceedings  had 
been  conduced,  at  leaft  no  hboor  had  been  fpared.  The 
lirft  fpeech  on  the  trials  took  up  no  lefs  a  fpace  than  nine 
hours.  Had  he  been  in  the  fituation  of  a  juryman,  the  rery 
circumftance  of  an  Attorney  General  taking  up  nine  hours  to 
lell  him  of  an  overt  act  of  high  ireafon,  would  have  been  a 
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reafon  why  tie  (hould  h^ve  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he  could 
not  believe  it,  and  that  it  coald  not  poffibly  be  true  ;  becaufe 
it  was  not  probable  that  fo  elaborate  an  argument  and  fo  much 
time  (hculd  be  neceiTarv  to  explain  the  fa£t  conftituting  an  ' 
overt-a£l  of  treafon,  wbich  to  call  for  a  verdifk  from  a  jury> 
ought  to  be  level  to  the  comprehenfion  of  men  of  the  plaineft 
underftandings.    The  whole  procedure  on  the  profecution^ 
was  a  piece  of  delicate  clock-work,  a  fort  of  filligree  or  net- 
work, not  too  flight  to  hold  a  robuft  traitor,  and  yet  fo  con- 
trived in  the  conllru£lion  of  its  mefiies,  as  to  let  all  the  lefler 
cafes  of  libel  and  fedition  efcape.  ^The  very  intricacy  and 
labour  of  the  proceedings  was,  to  his  mttid,  the  mod  fatif- 
fa£loTy  teftimony  that  the  cafe  could  not  be  fupported  on  the 
grounds  of  fubftantial  evidence  and  conRitutional  principles* 
If  he  was  afked.  Did  there  not  appear  from  thefe  trials  in-*' 
ftances  of  fedition  ?  he  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  they 
exhibited  inftances  of  many  grofs  and  fcandalous  libels.     He 
was  ready  to  admit  that  there  were  in  the  focieties  mifchicv- 
ous  men  intent  on  mifchievous  purpofes. — There  were  others 
a£luated  by  enthufiafm,  whom  he  could  not  confider  in  the 
fame  light,  becaufe  it  was  that  fort  of  enthufiafm  which  had 
actuated  men  of  the  pureft  minds  in  any  period.     As  to  the 
phrafes  of  Convention,  Citizen,  &c.  in  which  they  had  zScd^* 
ed  an  imitation  and  approbation  of  the   proceedings  of  the 
French,  the  word  that  could  be  faid  of  them  was,  that  they 
were  foolifli  and  contemptibly  ridiculous.     He  had  attended 
the  trials,  not  merely  upon  the  coercion  of  tYit  fuhpoena^  which 
fummoned  him  as  a  witnefs,  but  from  a  principle  of  duty.— 
He  was  of  opinion  that  every  man,  who  loved  the  conftitution^ 
and  who  thought  that  it  was  endangered  by  falfe  alarms, 
would  feel  it  incumbent,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  attend  trials 
which  he  confidered  as  originating  from  minillerial  artifice ; 
and  to  watch  the  condud  of  the  Crown  Lawyers^  and  of  the 
Judges,  in  order  to  avert  thofe  calamities  from  the  country,  in 
which,  at  former  times,  it  had  been  involved,  and  to  prevent 
tliat  moft  dreadful  of  all  wars*-*a  war  of  plots  and  confpira-* 
cies  \  wars  in  which  the  pureft  blood  had  been  (bed  by  the  moit 
deftru£tive  of  all  weapons,  the  perjured  tongues  of  fpies  and 
informers.    That  there  was  no  real  danger,  appeared  from  the 
declaration  of  the  Chief  Juftice  Eyre,  who,*infumnung  up 
on  one  of  the  trials^  ftated,  that  it  was  an  oftentatious  and 
boafting  confpiracy,  and  that  it  was  much  in  favour  of  the 
accufed,  that  they  had  neither  men,  money,  nor  zeal  to  effedt 
the  putpofcs  iivith  which  they  were  charged.     On  the  firft  trial 
one  pike  was  produced ;  that  was  afterwards  withdrawn  from 
mere  (hame.    A  formidable  inftrumcnt  was  talked  of  to  be 
Vol.  I.  X  em- 
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employed  againft  the  cavalry  ;  it  appeared  uppn  evidence  to 
be  a  tee-totum  in  a  window  at  She/Held.  There  was  a. camp 
in  a  back  garret,  an  arfcnal  provided  with  nine  mufkets,  and 
an  exchequer  containing  nine  pounds  and  one  bad  fhiliing  ^ 
all  to  be  directed  againft  the  whole  armed  force  and  edabliflied 
government  of  Great  Britain*  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he, 
in  the  firft  inflance,  had  (hewn  the  moft  obftinate  incredulity 
with  refped  to  all  the  rumours  of  a  plot.  He  endeavoured  ta 
recollect  whether  the  prefent  miniilry  had,  in  any  former  in- 
ftance>  availed  tliemfelves  of  a  fimihr  artifice.  He  rccollcft- 
ed  that  in  the  year  1783,  at  the  period  when  the  Coalition  took 
place,  they  reprcfentcd  thofc  who  were  engaged  in  that  mea- 
fiirc  as  fetting  up  a  fourth  party  in  the  Stare,  as  wilhirig  to 
fuperfede  the  authority  of  the  King,  and  to  dcftcoy  the  conili* 
tution,  and  had  a£tually  perfuaded  many  well-aneaning  peo- 
ple at  the  time  to  be  of  that  opinion.— [  A  cry  of  Hrar  J  hear  /J 
tie  then  faid,  he  recollcfbed  too,  that  the  very  men  who  had 
fet  up  the  coalition  were  now  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  tJi« 
charge  brought  againft  tliem  muft  have  been  falfe,  and  aain-» 
ftance  of  fuccefsful  deception.  He  was  moreconiirmed  in  hitf 
perfuaflonof  the  trick,  when  he  looked  to  the  conduct  of  tha 
Right*  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  had  adopted  the  policy 
of  keeping  open  tlie  door  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  leav«^ 
ing  it  a  little  a^jar  before  him^  that  h«  might  get  himfclf  out 
by  it,  and  whofe  fyflem  it  had  untformly  been  on  that  qucftuMH 
to  do  juft  as  much  ns  might  uourilh  hope  and  yet  difcourage 
effort.  .Herccolledbed  that  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  tlic 
I'eopl^hrtd  been  inftitutcdby  one  whom  he  could  name  only  to 
honour  (Mr»Grey),  that  it  originally  confided  of  a  hundred  per«» 
fons,  of  whofe  characters  it  would  not  become  him  to  fpeak^ 
fince  he  himfelf  had  the  honour  to  be  of  the  number.  That 
Society-had,  at  its  firft  formation,  been  reprefented  as  mora 
pernicious  than  any  of  die  others  ;  it  had  been  held  out, 
both  in  that  and  in  the  other  Houfe,  as  a  combination  of  men^ 
a  political  club,  the  exiftence  of  which  was  incompatible  with 
$he  fafety  of  tlie  conflitution.  Their  firft  inilitution  had  been 
followed  by  a  proclamation,  in  order  to  fecure  the  country 
horn  the  infection  of  their  principles.  In  what  light  had  that) 
Society  been  held  on  the  late  trials  ?  That  very  Society  had 
been  reprefented  as  the  faviours^of  the  country,  as  the  ftand«* 
ards  of  political  orthodoxy  ;  and  it  had  been  reprefented  as  the 
blackeft  aggravation  of  the  guilt  of  the  other  focieties,  that  they 
bad  not  fufFered  themfelvcs  to  be  guided  by  them,  that  xhef 
bad  not  implicitly,  adopted  their  principles,  or  concurred  in 
their  proceedings.  In  fa£l,  it  appeared  as  if  the  indi£lment 
bad  been  drawa  not  lo  much  for  the  purpofe  of  charging  the 

t  accuied 
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accufed  witli  trcafon  a^inft  the  Sovereign,  as  to  charge  the 
Conftituttonal  and  London  Gorrefponding. Society  with  want 
«f  allegiance  to  the  majefty  of  the  Society  held  at  the  Free- 
mafons'  Tavern*    This  he  could  not  help  regarding  as  the 
iecond  inftance  of  fuccefsfiil  deception.    The  proclamation 
afterwards  iilned  (the  3ath  of  November  1792)1  previous,  to 
4he  calling  out  of  the  militia  <7n  the  aflfembling  of  Parliament, 
put  into  the  mou^  of  his  Majefty  an  exprefEon  that  was  not 
true,  namely,  th^t  there  exiftcd  confpiracies  and  infurreftions 
in  the  country.     It  might,  indeed,  have  been  urged,  that  at 
that  tinie*there  was  great  appearance  of  danger,  and  that  it 
was  better  to  prevent  the  meditated  mifchref,  than  to  wait  for 
its  arrival.    In  fuch  a  cafe,  mintfters  would  have  done  better 
to  have  taken  the  refponfibility  upon  themfelves,  and  a'pplied 
to  Parliament  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnity.     He  had,  on  a  former 
occafion,  taken  notice  of  all  the  arts  which  were  at  that  tim^ 
employed  to  propagate  alarm  \    of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
throwing  himfelf  into  the  Tower  in  the  middle  of  the  ofrght ) 
x){  the  mail  coaches  being  retarded,  and  carrying  with  thent 
the  moft  difmal  reports  of  the  ftate  of  the  metropolis,  fo  that 
rvery  perfon  who  arrived  in  a  poftchaife,  expeSed  to  find  all 
London  in  a  flaihe.     He  had  tiien  furmifed  that  the  whole  of 
this  was  merely  the  eflfed;  of  political  artifice;  he  now  found  his 
Aifpicion  confirmed  by  fafts.     During  the  courfe  of  the  trials^ 
Jie  had  heard  the  evidence  of  the  fpies  of  Government,  no 
pjMt  of  which  went  to  fan£Hon  the  alarm   which  h«d  been  fo 
induftrroufly  propagated.    It  followed,  therefore,  either  that 
minifterB  w«rc  deceived  by  their  own  fpies,  and  hid  thereby 
IheWed  tiieftifclves  unfit  for  the  fituation  which  they  held,  or 
that  they  had  aided  upon  an  alarm,  which  they  did  not  feel,  to 
anfwtr  the  infamous  purpofes  of  their  own  ambition,  and  to 
delude  the  people  into  a  wicked  and  a  ruinous  war.     At  the 
time  every  body  admitted  that  the  meafures  of  miniftry  were 
extraordinary  ;  but  fomething  they  faid  muft  come  out.    Pa- 
pers notoriouily  in  the    pay  of  minifters,    even  took  upon 
them  to  mention  the  patticulars  of  the  plot,  to  fpeak  of  the 
New  Rivet  being  poifoned,  to  affett  other  ftrange  matters  pcr^ 
petrated  by  the  confpirators,  and  even  to  name  ihe   perfons 
cohterned*     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  then  moved  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Hbufe  to  inquire  into  the  fubjed  ;  his  ihotioh 
was  negatived,  becaufe  minifters  knew  that  no  fucb  plot  had 
ever  exifted  ;  and  therefore  faid,  that  circumftances  were  not 
•  yet  ripe  for  inquiry.     If  Government  wanted  a  plot,  plots, 
HkJe  other  commodities,    would  be  brought  to  the  market* 
Mid  his  motion  been  adopted  whea  it  was  firft  propofed,  it 

X  2  would  ' 
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would  have  refuted  the  libel  on  the  chara&er.  of  the  people  of 

England.     The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  a  more  advanced 

ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  had  come  forward  with  a  motion  for  a 

Secret  Committee  of  that  Houfe.     It  did  not  become  him  to 

fay,  that  the  Members  who  compofed  that  Committee  were 

not  highly  refpe£lable :   They  were  chofen  by  ballot ;    and 

therefore,  no  doubt,  perfe£kly  independent.     But  it  was  well 

known  that  every  fuch  ele£lion  by  ballot  was  determined  by 

previous    agreement ;     he  had  htmfelf  previoufly  read  the 

names  of  13  or  14  Members  who  were  to  be  in  thnt  Commit* 

tee,  and  he  muft  fay,  that  it  was  a  cnrcumftance  of  fufpicion 

that  they  rcforted  to  this  mode  of  chufmg  a  Secret  Committee, 

rather  than  by  naming  the  Members  over  the  table,  as  had 

been  done  on  another  important  occaGon.     A  Report  was  pre* 

fented  to  that  Committee,  cut  and  dry,  and  by  fome  of  thero^ 

he  would  venture  to  fay,  adopted  without  much  examination* 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Gentlemen  who  compofed  that  Committee, 

he  felt  fome  degree  of  delicacy  ;  they  were  not  then  all  prc«r 

fcnt  5  they  were  fo  much  alarmed,  that  they  did  not  confider 

that  Houfe  as  a  place  of  fufficient  fecurity,  and  had  taken  rcr 

fuge  in  the  Upper  Houfe.     A  coronet,  the  reward  of  their 

feafonable  apprenenfioo,  would,  they  thought,  be  moft  likely 

to  fecure  the  head  of  the  owner  from  future  danger.     While 

the  Committee  were  Gttif^g  upon  this  Report,  which  had  been 

in  preparation  for  five  or  fix  months,  two  notes  were  fent, 

one  to  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  and  another  to  him,  inform-^ 

ing  them  that  fomething  important  was  to  take  place  in  the 

Houfe  of  Commons.     This  was  all  the  intimation  which  had 

been  thought  neceifary^to  precede  a  fufpenfion  of  the  chief 

bulwark  of  the  rights  and   liberties  of  Englifiimen.     Upon 

hearing  only  a  moiety  of  the  Report,  the  fufpenfion  of  the 

Habeas  Corpus  A(k  was  propofed.     Seventeen  divifions  had, 

on  that  occafion,  taken  place  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  and  he 

(hould  ever  regard  the  (hate  which  he  had  taken  in  that  meafure 

as  the  moft  meritorious  part  of  his  Parliamentary  condu^.  In 

the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  bufinefs  was  not  conduced  fo  hafti-: 

ly  :    Their  Lordfliips  were  prefented  with  pikes,  with  draw- 

ings^  with  male  and  female  fcrews  *,  their  noble  natures  were 

not  fo  eafily  to  be  roufed  ;  it  was  neceflary  that  they  Ihould  be 

prefented  with  fome  ocular  demondration  of  the  danger. 

««  Segnius  irritant  animas  dimifla  per  aprem| 
Quam  quz  funt  oculit  fubjc^a  fiddibus.'* 

He  was  almoft  afhamed  to  fay,  that  the  fufpenfion   of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A€t  was  not  a  matter  of  flight  or  trivial  confi-? 

dera*! 
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deration.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  quoted  the  opinion  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  on  the  importance  of  the  Habeas  Corpus, 

"  If  any  man  (faid  that  great  Lawyer)  can  lie  impnfoned  at 
the  will  of  the  minifter,  then  we  are  no  longer  any  thing  more  than 
bondfmen. .  There  remains  no  di(lin£kion  between  the  freeman  and 
the  Have,  the  living  and  the  dead." 

,  He  quoted  Iikewife  the  paflage  of  Blackftone's  Commentary^ 
in  the  following  extm^t  from  his  chapter  on  the  Rights  of 
Pcrfons,  feft.  a- 

«  Of  great  importance  to  the  public  is  the  prefervation  of  this 
perfonal  liberty  ;  for  if  once  it  were  left  in  the  power  of  any,  the 
higheil  magiltrate,  to  imprifon  arbitrarily  whomever  he  or  his  offi- 
cers thought  proper  (as  in  France  it  is  daily  pradlifed  by  the 
Crown),  there  would  foon  be  an  and  6f  all  other  rights  and  immu- 
nities* Some  have  thought  that  unjuft  attacks,  even  upon  life  or 
property,  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  magillrate,  are  lefs  dangerous 
to  the  commonwealth,  than  fuch  as  are  made  npon  the  perfunal  li- 
berty of  the  fubjefk.  To  bereave  a  man  of  life,  or  by  violence  to 
coniifcate  his  eftate,  without  accufation  or  trial,  would  be  fo  groft 
and  notorious  an  aft  of  defpotifm,  as  niuft  at  once  convey  the  alarm 
of  tyranny  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  :  But  confinement  of 
^he  perfon,  by  fccrctly  hurrying  him  to  gaol,  where  his  fuffecings 
;ire  un)cnpwn  or  forgotten,  is  a  lefs  public,  arlels  flriking,  and  there- 
fore a  piorc  dangerous  engine  of  arbitrary  government.  And  yet, 
fometimes,  when  the  ftate  is  in  real  danger,  even  this  may  be  a  ne- 
ceifary  meafure.  But  the  happinefs  of  our  conlUtution  is,  that  it 
is  not  left  to  the  executive  power  to  determine  when  the  danger  of 
the  date  is  fo  great,  as  to  render  this  meafure  expedient ;  for  it  is  the 
Parliament  only,  or  Legiflative  Power,  that,  whenever  it  fees  pro- 
per, can  authorife  the  Crown^  by  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Aft  for  a  (hort  and  limited  time,  to  imprifon  fufpcfted  peribns, 
without  giving  any  reafon  for  fo  doing  ;  as  the  Senate  of  Rome  was 
wont  to  have  recourfe  to  a  diftator,  a  magiftrate  of  abfolute  autho- 
rity, when  they  judged  the  Republic  in  any  imminent  danger. 
The  decnre  of  the  Senate,  which  ufually  preceded  the  nomination 
pf  this  magiftrate,  dent  operam  confults^  ne  quid  reJ^ubUca  detrimenti 
caplaty  was  called  the  fenatui  eonfuiium  uhlnut  necejjuatii.  In  like 
manner  this  experiment  oughi  only  to  be  tried  in  cafes  of  extreme 
emergency  ;  and  in  thefe  the  nation  parts  with  its  liberty  for  a  while, 
in  order  to  prcferve  it  for  ever.*' 
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If  diat  po(itIon  be  true,   if  a  fufpenfion  of   the  Habe^ 
Corpus  can  be  C(»fnp4red  to  nothing  but  a  meafure  which  fut- 

Sends   the  virholc  of  the   conditution,   it  ought  furcly,  R!n 
hertdan  faid,  to  take  place  only  in  cafes  of  ti>e  mod  urgent 
and  abfolutc  ncccflity.     He  woukl  alk  whether  theprcfrat  was 
a  cafe  of  fach  extreme  emergency,     ff  any  man 'believed  dMt 
the  people   of  this  country  were  infeded  with  neafonable 
principles,  and  difpofed  to  overturn  the  Government,  he  might 
then  be  juiliBcd  in  holding  fuch  an  opinion  -,  but  if  any  man 
bclieved'that  the  charafteriftic  feature  of  the  Englifli  MtiM 
was  a  fober;  fettled,  and  fteady  attachment  to  the  conftitui- 
tion^  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  call  for  an  immediate  re- 
peal of  the  aft  fufpending  tlie  Habeas  Corpus.     Such  was  the 
opinion,  wliich  had  been  confirmed  by  repeated  verdifts  of  -i 
jury  ;  verdifts  which  went  completely  to  do  away  the  idea  of 
any  confpiracy  having  ever  cxiftcd  in  the  country.     He,  Fdt 
one,  wouM  iwt  ivnit  till  new  managtnYient  had  excited  new 
aiarm»,  till  minifters  (hoald  exercise  their  ingenuity  ill  A* 
fabrication  of  new  plot?;,  or  (hould  have  time  to  propxgave 
fredi  grounds  of  apprdieiifion,  as  the  bafis  and  jvftificatioa 
of  frefli  violations  of  the  liberty  of  the  fobje^  \  he  wo«M 
call  upon  them  itnmcdiacely  to  redore  to  the  people  thoie 
rights,  without  which  tlicy  could  neither  rcfpeft  themfeWes, 
nor  the  government  under  which  they  lived,    *'  Ifccl  myfelf^" 
faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  *'  as  if  contendinc  for  a  melancholy  ttuth 
with  minifters,  when  I  aflure  them  mat  fuch  is  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  and  fucli  is  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  that  they 
are  firnriy  attached  to  the  conftituiion,  and  difpofed  qttict!y 
to  enjoy  its  bleflings,  without  any  ttka  of  either  attempting 
the  pejrfon  of  his  Majefty,  or  cutting  the  throats  of  one  ano- 
ther.    I  (hail  hear  then  not  of  a  plot,  but  of  the  exiftence  of 
«  propenfity  to  morai  guHt^  as  juftifying  a  contiiHiaoce  of  dib 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.     I  wiU  not  fay  that  there' 
liave  been  no  indances  of  fcdition ;   but  I  will  affirm  even 
that  the  evidence  of  thefe  appears  in  fo  queilionable  a  (liape 
as  ought  to  excite  your  fufpicion.    It  is  fupported  by  a  fyftem 
of  fpies  and  informer*>.a  lyftem  which  has  been  carried  to  a 
gteaier  eJctent  under  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  than  in  any 
formef  period  of  the  hillory  of  the  ct)untry.    I  will  not  fay 
that  there  is  no  government  in  Europe  which  dtJts  not  ftand 
in  need  of  the  affiftance  of  fpifcs ;  but  I  will  affirm,  that  the 

! government  which  avails  itfelf  of  fuch  fupoort  does  not  exiii 
or  the  bapptnefs  of  the  people,  ilt  is  a  fyitem  which  is  eaU 
cutated  to  engender  fufpicion,  and  to  begiet  hoftility  \  it  not 
only  deilroys  all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  but  be- 
tween the  governors  and  the  governed  j  where  it  does  not 

find 
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find  fedmoo*  it  creates  it.-— It  refciublw  in  its  operations  the 
coododi  of  the  fathet  of  M  fpLcs  and  infbrniers>  the  Devil, 
wIuD  introdujccd  himfelf  into  Paradife  not  only  to  inform  hi» 
own  Pandemonium  of.  the  itate  of  that  region,  but  to  deceive 
and  betray  the  inhabitants.     The  fpy,  in  ord^r  to  avoid  fufpi-* 
*cion,  is  obli.-zed  to  afiiime  aiv  abearance  of  zeal  and  a£livity  ;. 
he  is  the  firii  to  difleminate  the  doArines  of  fcdition,  or  tor 
<x>ujitenance  the  defigns  of  violence  ;  he  deludes,  the  weak  by 
the  fpecioufnefs  of  his  arguments,  and  inilaaws  the  turbulent 
hy  the  fury  of  his  zeal.     It  nmH  have  made  a  man's  heart 
burn,  to  hear  the  fort  of  evidence  brought  forward  by  thefc? 
fpies  oa  the  late  trials.     A  wretc!i  of  the  name  of  Lynan^ 
iaid»  that  in  his  capacity  of  delegate  to  one  of  the  focietics,. 
be  had  incurred  fufpicion>  had  been,  tried  by  the  other  dele- 
gates, and  honourably  acquitted.     The  couni'el  for  the  profe- 
cution  could  hear  fuch  a  declaration  with  unblufhing  counte-i- 
nances.     By  what  means  had  he  been  acquitted,  but  by  pr«^ 
tcnces  of  fuperior  zea),  and  more  furiousy  exertion  ?     I  wifit 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  called  the  perfons  who  had. 
been. tried,  acquitud felons^  had  been  prefent  when  fuch  wit* 
neflbs  were  examined  againil  them ;  I  wifli  he  had  been  pre- 
fent when  the  Chief  Baron  (MacdonaJd)  addrefled  Mr.  TheI-» 
wall,  not  as  an  acquitted  fehfij  but  as  having  obtained  a  ver«» 
di^  which  was  honourable  to  his  chanK.ler,  and  exhorted 
him  to  employ  his  talents  for  purpofes  ufeful  to  his  country*. 
The  manner  in  which  that  addreis  was  madoi  was  fit  and  be-- 
coming  the  chara£kcr  of  the  Judge  by  whom^ic  was  delivered  $, 
of  whatever  indifcretion  the  perfbns  who  had  been  tried  haA 
been  guilty,  it  w^ll  not  be  (lifputed  by  thofc  wjio  have  attend- 
ed to  their  cafe^  thiit  they  have  feeling  heantSy  that  they  ane 
alive  to  every  fenfe  of  indignity,  and  that  they  muft  have  been^ 
deeply  wounded  by  the  opprobrious  epithet  applied  to  them. 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman*    I  truil  this  is  fufficient  to  induce 
him  to  make  the  only  reparation  now  in  his  power,  by  the 
fpeedted  recantation  of  his  hafty  and  ill-judged  expreffion* 
There  was  another  witnefs.  of  the  namd  of  Taylor,,  not  an  ac- 
chitted,  but  a  convi£bed  febn,  who  had  been  tried  for  a  crime>« 
into  the  moral  demerit  of  which  I  will  not  enter,,  but  which. 
had  beea  attended  with  th«  a^ravation  of  perjury,  but  fen- 
tenced  only  to  a  flight  pnniihment^  on  account^  as  was  al«« 
ledged,  of  fome  faA'Qurahie  circumflauces  in  his  cafe>  thougb» 
upon,  my  word    I  could  find  none,  except  that  he^  had  con* 
tributed  to  hang  his  brother  fpy  ;  yet  this,  man  was  thought  a 
proper  chara£ter  to  be  brought  forward  as  an  evidence  into  a 
Court  of  Juftice,  and  allowed  to  hunt  after  the  blood  of  Epg- 
liibmen»  .  If  xn^iftry  had.  been  duped  and  deluded  by  thein 

fpics. 
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i^icsy  ought  they  not  |o  admit  the- deception  that  had  been 
played  upon  tlicm  i  But  (faid  Mr.  Sheridan )  I  can  fuppofe 
the  cafe  of  a  haughty  and  (litf'-necked  minlfter,  who  had  never 
mixed  in  a  popular  aflembly,  who  had  therefore  no  common 
feeling  with  the  mafs  of  the  people,  no  knowledge  of  the 
mode  in  which  their  intercourfe  is  condufied,  who  was  not 
a  month  in  the  ranks  in  this  Houfe  before  he  was  raifcd  to  the 
firll  (ituation,  and  though  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  any 
other  Member,  elevated  with  the  idea  of  fancied  fupcriority, 
fuch  a  minifter  can  have  no  communication  with  the  people 
of  England,  except  through  the  medium  of  fpies  and  inform- 
ers ;  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  mode  in  which  their  fentt« 
ments  are  exprcfled,,  and  cannot  make  allowance  for  the  lan- 
guage of  toads  and  refolutions  adopted  in  an  unguarded  and 
cx>nvivial  hour.  Such  a  miniiter,  if  he  lofe  their  confidence, 
will  bribe  their  hate ;  if  he  difgufl  them  by  arbitrary  mea- 
fures,  he  will  not  leave  them  till  they  are  completely  bound 
and  ihackled  \  above  all,  he  will  gratify  the  vindiftive  refent-- 
ment  of  apo(lacy»  by  profecuting  all  thofe  who  dare  to  expofe 
the  caufe  which  he  has  betrayed^  and  he  will  not  defid  from 
the  gratification  oT  his  malignant  propenfities,  and  the  profe- 
cation  of  his  arbitrary  fchemes,  till  he  has  buried  in  one 
common  grave  the  peace,  the  happinefs,  the  glory,  and  the 
independence  of  England.  Such  a  miniiter  mud  be  difquali- 
fied  to  judge  of  the  real  (late  of  the  country,  and  mult  be 
eternally  the  dupe  of  thofe  vile  fpies,  whofe  intered  it  is  to 
deceive  him  as  well  as  to  betray  others.  In  what  county,  or 
from  what  quarter  of  the  community,  are  we  to  apprehend  the 
effe£ls  of  thofe  principles  of  infubordination,  with  which  we 
have  been  fo  often  threatened  ?  The  charaderiftic  feature  of 
the  people  is  entirely  different ;  they  tedify  on  every  occafion 
the  utmoft  refpeft  for  fuperiority  (I  am  forry  to  ufc  the 
phrafe),  wherever  the  advantages  of  rank  or  fortune  arc  ex- 
crcifed  by  thofe  who  enjoy  them  with  any  tolerable  decency 
or  regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  dependents.  What  noble- 
man or  gentleman  finds  in  his  tenants  or  fervants,  as  long  as 
he  treats  them  with  propriety  and  kindnefs,  a^hoftile  and  en» 
vious  difpofition  ?  what  merchant  or  great  manufaAurer 
finds  in  thole  whom  he  employs,  fo  long  as  he  treats  them 
well,  a  fullen  and  uncomplying  temper,  inilead  of  a  prompt 
and  cheerful  obedience  i  This  tendency  to  infubordination 
forms  no  part  of  the  temper  or  character  of  the  people  j  the 
contrary  difpofition  is  even  carried  to  an  extreme.  If  I  am 
aiked  whether  there  is  any  danger  in  the  prefent  moment,  I- 
fay,  Yqs.  But  it  is  not  a  danger  of  that  fort  which  is  to  be  re- 
medied by  fufpending  the  .rights^  or  abridging  the  privileges 

of 
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of  the  people.  The  danger  arifes  from  a  contempt  fpreqding 
among  che  lower  orders  of  all  public  mcR  and  all  public  prin- 
ciples. A  circumftance  occurs  to  me  which  took  place  dUring 
the  late  trials,  whete  the  Friends  of  the  People  were  praifed 
from  the  Bench.  When  one  of  the  Sheflicld  witneffcs  (Broom- 
head)  was  afkcd  why  his  fociety  declined  communicating  with 
tbe  Friends  of  the  reople,  he  anfwered  that  he  would  tell 
them  very  plainly,  that  they  did  not  believe  .them  to  be  ho- 
ned ;  that  there  were  fcveral  of  them  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment;  that  they  had  fome  of  them  been  in.  place,  and  that 
they  conceived  the  ins  and  the  w//j,  however  they  might  vary- 
in  their  profellions,  to  be  a£luated  by  the  fame  motives  of  in- 
terefl — I,  who  might  fcem  to  be  as  little  implicated  in  fuch'a 
charge  as  any  man,  felt  rebuked  and  fubdued  by  the  anfwcr. 
What  is  it  .that  t-nds  to  produce  this  contempt  of  public 
iTK^n  ?  The  conduft  of  thofe  who  ought  to  hold  out  an  ex- 
ample of  pubKc  principle  I  heard  an  Hpn.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Wiiuihvim)  the  othei  day,  and  on  <his  fubj'eft  I  will  purfue 
him  with  unabating  hoftility,  complain  of  the  indifference  and 
languor  f)f  the  country  in  the  prel'ent  conteft,  and  call  upon 
them  to  i;rea.ter  difplays  of  vigour  and  exertion  ;  at  the  fara^ 
time  he  aifnmed,  that  no  man  in  the  country  felt  any  diftrefs 
from  t'lc  p-jifure  and  calamities  of  war.  Will  he  fay  this  to 
the  ilarving  manufaflurers  of  Norwich  i  Will  he  fay  it  to 
the  iliivcring  poor  of  the  metropolis,  obliged  to  purohafe  a 
loaf  '<xf  nine-pence,  and  unable  to  fupply  themfelves  with  coals 
at  this  inclement  feafon,  from  the  enormous  price  of  that  ne- 
ccfTary  article  ?  Will  he  fay  it  to  the  landholders,  whofe  pro- 

Eerty  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  has  been  reduced 
alf  its  vafue  ?  What  can  this  language  of  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tlctnan  mean,  except  he  means  to  drive  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  defperation  ?  When  I  heard  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
call  uDon  the  coun:ry  for  increafed  exertions,  I  concluded 
that  he  would  have  propofed  to  throw  in  his  falary  to  the  aid 
of  the  public  fund,  and  to  live  contented  on  his  own  fplendid 
income.  I  fur  pofed  he  would  have  perfuaded  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  relinquidi  the  revenue  which  he  derives 
from  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  to  live  on  his  6000I.  a-year;  that 
he  would  have  perfuaded  another  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Dundas)  to  give  up  one  of  his  numerous  falaries  j  and 
a  Noble  Marquis,  in  another  Houfc,  to  give  up  fonic  of  the 
emolument  which  he  derives  from  the  Tellerfliip  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. As  the  Noble  Marquis,  on  a  former  occafion,  pro- 
feiTcd  himfelf  ready  to  abandon  pr.rt  of  thofe  emoluments, 
he  had  now  an  excellent  opportunity  to  prove  the  fincerity  of 
his  declaration.  I  expe£led  all  this,  and  that  they  would  not 
Vol.  I.  Y  have 
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have  fAiicd  to  aiFifl  their  own  3r;;umenisby  tl.e  operation  of  their 
gcncrofity.  The  Hon.  Gciricman  fliakes  his  head,  as  if  I 
had  faid  fomcrliiiig  which  I  did  not  mean,  or  would  not  ftand 
by.  When  foni.rily,  lu  conjun^ion  with  him  and  others,  I 
attacked  tlic  corruption  of  minliLcrs,  I  thL»ughtI  was  fpcaking 
the  feminunts  of  men  who  were  fiiiccfv^  in  recommending 
the  doftrine  of  pu^ilic  occouomy,  a.'id  not  lecretly  bargaining 
for  a  (liarc  of  the  wa^;e>  of  orruptioii.  Little  did  I  think 
that  the  oppofition  which  they  then  cxprclTcd  was  only  an 
envious  admiration  of  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  mi- 
nilters,  and  an  impatient  dcfire  of  panic::  uion  •,  httle  did  I 
conceive  that  the  firft  a£l  of  a  Noble  Perfon  (tlie  Duke  of  Port- 
land) would  have  been  to  arrcd  from  a  gallant  man  a  tokca 
of  honour  which  he  had  merited  by  his  public  ten-ices — a 
man,  to  whom,  indeed,  that  token  could  add  no  honour,*  but 
who  might  wiih  to  introduce  into  his  own  profcfii  jn  fach  a 
badge  of  diftinftion.  In  Ireland,  ever  fince  the  period  of 
their  arrangement,  they  have  experienced  the  utru'^ft  diffic^ulty 
and  embarraflnicnr,  from  a  difpute  which  has  fubfifl.d  about 

Eatronage,  and  which  has  at  laft  been  compromifevi,  how  tar 
onourably  he  would  leave  to  thofe,  who  are  bed  acquainted 
with  the  tranf^ftion,  to  determine.  In  the  prefent  w-ir  mi- 
niilcrs  had  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  allies  both  at 
home  and  abroad  \  both  had  been  procured  by  the  fame  means, 
bargain  and  fubfidy.  Among  the  Members  of  the  prefent 
Cabinet,  there  fubfifts  a  fort  of  Dutch  amity,  and  they  hate 
one  another  more  cordially  than  even  t!iey  do  us  who  arc  in 
oppofition  to  their  meafures.  The  queftion  ib,  H^s  the  Duke 
ot  Portland  a  majority  in  the  Cabinet  ?  No  ;  Mr.  Pitt  out- 
ftrips  him  by  an  additional  vote.  It  was  curious  to  obfcrve 
the  changes  which  had  lately  taken  place  ;  from  a  Lord  Piivy 
Seal,  to  be  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  rid  vice  verja ;  from 
Frcfident  of  the  Council,  to  be  Lord  Lieutemnt  of  IreLmd  ;, 
and  from  t!^e  Lord  Lleuicnant  of  Ireland  t;  Lc  Maftcr  of  the 
Horfe.  A  Noble  Earl  (Lord  P.Iansficld)  came  at  firft  into  the 
Cabinet  without  any  emolument ;  I  was  difpofed  to  give  him 
credit  for  his  difintercftcdnefs,  but  whether  it  was  conceived 
to  be  a  fool'di  thing,  or  might  operate  as  a  bad  example,  he 
was  foon  induced  to  accept  tiic  iuuuion  of  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  with  a  large  falary.  While  all  Europe  is  in  a  flame, 
they  fcem  to  be  enga^Tcd  at  boy's  play ;  to  be  Icrambling  for 
places  and  penfions,  for  ribbands  and  titles,  and  amufing 
thcmfclves  witli/^t^/  in  the  corner  in  the  council-room.  When 
fuch  is  a  pi£lure  of  the  conduft  of  public  men,  I  am  not 
furprifcd  at  the  declaration  of  the  witnefs  from  Sheffield,  that 
he  gives  \\Q  mun  of  that  defcription  credit  for  being  honeft.---* 

WiUingly, 
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WHIingly,  indeetU  would  I  throw  a  veil  over  fuch  tranfaftions 
for  the  lake  of  the  country,  were  it  poflible  either  to  conceal 
their  cxiftence,  or  to  extenuate  their  difgrace."  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  that  he  had  dated  almoft  all  that  he  had  to  fay  :  There 
was  nothing  in  his  mind  which  would  be  more  calculated  to 
remove  the  danger  of  fedition  than  to  abandon  the  fyftem  of 
corruption  which  at  prefent  prevailed.  To  reform  the  con- 
dud  of  Government,  and  to  correal  abufes,  would  be  the  fUr^ft 
way  to  remedy  difcontent,  and  render  a  further  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  unneccflary.  He  proceeded  to  ftatfe,  that 
many  of  the  afts  of  the  focieties  which  had  fo  much  excited 
alarm,  were  only  imitations  of  what  had  been  done  by  the 
focieties  in  1780.  He  produced  a  paper  with  the  infcription, 
•'  L^nox,  Lenox,  the  friend  to  Equality,"  which,  had  ttie  then 
minifter  been  difpofed  to  profccute,  contained  matter  more 
inflammatory  than  any  paper  that  had  been  brought  forward 
on  the  late  trials.  If  approbation  of  the  progiefs  of  the  enemy, 
implied  by  toafts;  if  an  unqualified  claim  of  univerfalreprefent- 
ation  ;  if  difrefpeftful  expreffions,  fuch  as — "  What  care  I  for 
the  King^s  birth-day  V* — were  to  be  conftrticd  as  treafonable 
matter,  all  thefe  >*rould  be  found  to  apply  to  the  aflfociations 
in  1780,  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  the  prefent  focieties.-*- 
Thele  men  only  trod  in  the  fame  path  in  which  they  had  fcen 
others  go  before  thbm,  not  only  without  inipeachment,  bilt 
without  reproach. 

*'  If  (fays  Mr.  Sheridan)  we  make  a  boaft  of  equal  laws, 
if  thefe  men  are  to  be  confidered  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  let 
as  have  fome  rctrofJ)e£live  hanging,  and  whatever  in  that  cafe 
may  happen  to  me,  his  Majefty  will  at  leaft  derive  the  benefit, 
fincc  he  will  thereby  get  rid  of  a  majority  of  his  prefent  cabinet." 
When  he  recollcfted  that  his  fpeaking  and  writing  might  have 
been  inftrumental  in  inducing  thofe  men  to  efpoufe  the  views 
which  they  had  adopted,  be  could  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  fatd, 
feparate  his  own  caufe  from  theirs,  and  he  did  not  know  what 
other  mens  confciences  were  made  of,  who  could  profecutc 
and  even  bring  to  condign  puniflimcnt  and  infamy,  pcrfons 
who  had  been  guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  having  taken  up 
the  -fame  fide  of  the  queftion  of  which  they  (hcmfelves  had  for- 
merly been  the  advocates  and  fupporters.  He  reprobated  th 
the  moft  pointed  terms,  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  dif- 
ference of  times,  and  the  necefFity  of  terrible  examples,  ah 
argument  in  ei'ery  body's  mouth,  and  which  nevcrthekfs  he 
contended  to  be  falfe  and  mifchievous.  It  waS  re-echoed  from 
every  quarter,  "  Look  to  the  example  of  France.*'  The  impli- 
cation was  a  libel  upon  the  chara^er  of  Ofeat  Britain.  The 
Aaraflets  of  nations  arofe  not  from  the  difference  of  fml  and 

Y   2  climate; 
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climate;  but  from  the  invariable  and  eternal  decrees  of  Pro- 
vidence, government  was  the  fcminary  of  the  foul. 

The  diitindlion  in  the  char.i£bers  and  minds  of  the  mafs  of 
the  inhabitants  of  ditierent  countries,  according  to  their  ditfer* 
cnt  governments,  are  obvious  to  the  mod  ordinary  obfervers- 
*'  I  will  not,  therefore  (continued  Mr.  Sheridan),  admit  the  in- 
ference "of  the  argument,  that  becaufc  the  people,  bred  under 
a  proud,  infolent,  and  grinding  defpotifm,  maddened  by  the 
recoHe£lion  of  former  injuries,  and  made  favage  by  the  obferv- 
ation  of  former  cruelties ;  a  people,  in  whofe  minds  no  fin- 
cere  refpc£l  for  property  or  law  ever  could  have  exifted,  becaufe 
property  had  never  been  fecurcd  to  them,  and  law  had  never 
protcfted  them  ;  a  people,  feparatc  and  divided  intoclafTes  by 
the  (Irongeil  and  harihcil  lines  of  diilinftion,  generating  eni^ 
and  fmothered  malice  in  the  lower  ranks,  and  pride  and  info- 
lence  in  the  higlier — that  the  aftions  of  fuch  a  people  at  znj 
time,  much  Icfs  in  the  hour  of  phreuzy  and  of  fury,  provoked 
and  goaded  by  the  arms  and  menaces  of  the  furrounding  def- 
pots  that  aHailed  them,  (liould  furnilli  an  inference  or  ground^ 
on  which  to  cftimatc  the  temper,  charafter,  or  feelings,  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  ;  of  a  people,  who,  though  ^nftble  of 
many  abufes  which  disfigure  the  conilicution,  were  yet  not  in- 
fcnfible  to  its  many  and  invaluable  bletlings.;  a  people,  who 
reverenced  the  iaws  of  their  country,  bccaufe  thofc  laws  (hielded 
and  proteftcd  all  ilikc  ;  a  people,  among  whom  all  that  was 
advantageous  in  private  acquifition,  all  that  was  honourable  in 
public  ambition,  was  equally  open  to  the  efforts,  the  induftry, 
and  the  abilities  of  all  ;  among  whom  progrefs  and  rife  in 
fociety  and  public  eilimation,  was  one  afcending  flope,  as  it 
•were,  without  a  break  or  landing-place;  among  whom  nofulien 
line  of  dem.irkation  feparatcd  and  cut  off  the  fevcral  orders 
from  each  other,  but  all  was  one  blended  tint,  from  the  deepeft 
fliade  that  veiled  the  meaneft  occupation  of  laborious  induilry, 
to  the  brighteft  hue  that  glittered  in  the  luxurious  pageantry  of 
title,  wealth,  and  power :  He  would  not,  therefore,  look  to  the 
example  of  France,  for  between  the  feelings,  the  tempers,  and 
fecial  difpofitions  towards  each  other,  much  lefs  towards  ihe 
governments  which  they  obeyed,  of  nations  fo  diflerently 
condituted,  aiad  of  fuch  diiFerent  habitj^  he  would  aiTert,  that 
no  comparifon  could  be  made  which  reafon  and  philofophy 
ought  not  to  fpurn  at  with  contempt  and  indignation." 

If  prefled  further  for  an  illuftration  on  this  fubjeft,  he  would 
ilk  what  anfwer  would  thofe  Gentlemen  give,  if  a  perfon  af- 
feftcdly  or  fincerely  anxious  for  the  prcfervation  of  Britiih 
liberty,  were  to  fay,  '*  Britons,  abridge  the  powers  of  your 
Monargli>  reltrain  the  exercife  of  his  juft  prerogative^  withr 

hold 
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hold  all  power  and  rcfources  from  his  government,  or  even 
fend  him  to  his  Elcftorate  from  whence  your  voice  exalted 

.  him — ^for  mark  what  has  been  doing  on  the  Continent  ! — Loah 
to  the  example  of  Kings ! ! — Kings,  believe  me,  are  the  fame  in 
nature  apd  in  temper  every  where  ;  truft  yours  no  longer  : — 
See  how  that  (hamelcfs  and  perfidious  defpot  of  .Pruflia,  that 
trickfter and  tyrant,  has  viol  ited  every  principle  of  truth,  honour, 
and  humanity,  in  his  murderous  though  impotent  attempt  at 
plunder  and  robbery  in  Poland  !  He,  who  had  encouraged  and 
even  guaranteed  to  them  their  conftitution  : — See  him  with  a 
fcandaloas  profanation  of  the  refourccs  which  he  had  wrung 
by  fraud  from  the  credulity  of  Great  Britain,  trampling  on  the 
independence  he  was  pledged  to  maintain,  and  fcizing  for 
himfclf  the  countries  he  had  fworn  to  prote£t,  Mark  the  ftill 
more  fanguinary  efforts  of  the  defpot  of  Ruflia,  faithlefs  not  to 
us  only  and  the  caufe  of  Europe,  as  it  is  called,  but  craftily 
outwitting  her  perjured  coadjutor,  profiting  by  his  difgracc, 
and  grafping  to  herfelf  the  vi<^im  which  had  been  deftined  to 
glut  their  joint  rapacity.  See  her  thanking  her  favourite 
General  Suwarrow,  and,  ftill  more  impious,  thanking  Heaven 
for  the  opportunity  ;  thankinj^him  fur  the  nioft  iniquitous  a6l 
of  cruelty  the  bloody  page  of  hillory  recorded — the  murderous 
fcenc  at  Praga,  where,  not  in  the  heat  and  fury  of  ajftion,  not 
in  the  firft  impatience  of  revenge,  but  after  a  cold  deliberate 
paufc  of  ten  hours,  with  temperate  barbarity,  he  ordered  a  con- 
^fiderate,  methodical  maflacrc  of  ten  thoufand  wofnen  and 
.  children.  Thcfe  arc  the  atlions  of  Monarchs! — Lojk  to  the  example 
'0f  Kings r*  Whatthofc  Gentlemen  would  reply  to  fuch  an  ar- 
gument or  exhortation  (faid  Mr.  Sheridan)  I  know  not.  My 
anfwer  (hould  be,  **I  treat  your  inference  and  compariCon  with 
the  fame  abhorrence  and  indignation  with  which  1  turn  from 
thofe  who  would  libel  and  traduce  the  ch.iracler  and  principles 
of  the  people  of  England,  and  upon  the  fame  grounds  and 
principles.  I  will  not  look  to  the  examp  e  of  the  Princes  you 
point  out,andjullly  perhaps  ftigmatlze,  in  order  to  mealore  my 
(allegiance  and  opinion  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  I  ^m  not 
to  be  mifled  by  names;  I  regard  not  that  tljc  four  letters  arc 
the  fame,  which  form  the  title  of  the  defpot  of  Brandenburgh, 
and  of  the  firll  Magiftrateof  this  fice  Cv)untry.  I  will  not  look 
to  the  principles  or  practice  of  :\  man  born  and  bred  in  flattery, 
falfehood,  and  faithleflnefs — 01"  a  Pnnce  aciuitomcd  to  look  to 
fear  only  for  obedicnci',  and  to  arms  only  for  fccurity  ;  of  one 
ufcd  to  confider  his  pe^^ple  as  his  prc»ptrty,  their  lives  Awd  ]iml>s 
his  traffic  ;  of  one  inflrufled  to  make  his  vviil  tlie  law,  and  the 
lawhistooU  of  one,  finally,  whofe  henrt  mull  be  porvtr:»  d  and. 

-  corrupted  by  th^t  which  ever  did  and  cvei  will  deprave  ami  cor- 
rupt 
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rvL^  tlu^  human  heart,  the  pofleflion  of  defpotic  power.  I  will 
not  borrow  from  fuch  an  example  a  rule  to  clUmate  the  prin- 
ciples, a£ls,  or  wifhcs  of  a  Monarch^,  whcie  it  mufl  be  as  pal- 
pably his  wiil)  as  his  intereft  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people  I  of  a  Prince  whom  a  love  of  libeiry  alone  in  the  people, 
exalted  to  his  prefent  fituation,  and  who  muft  therefore  regard 
and  chcriOi  that  love  of  liberty  in  his  fubje£ts,  as  the  real  body- 
guard of  his  perfon  ;  of  a  King,  who,  not  fcated  on  a  folitary 
eminence  of  power,  fees  in  the  co-cxifling  branches  of  the  Ic- 
gifliture  his  eqju  ai.s— in  the  law  his  su  periori  who,  taught 
by  the  awful  examples  of  our  hiftory,  knows  he  is  accountable 
for  the  facred  truftrcpofcd  in  him,  and  owing  his  title  to  the 
people*s  fko/cf^  feels  the  true  fecurity  of  his  tlirone  to  be  the 
people's  Uve»"  .  Thus  would  1  reply,  and  thus  would  I  renrfain, 
ihough  difclaiming  the  iervile  cant  of  adulation,  with  fentt- 
ments  of  unabated  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  our  prefent 
Monarch,  and  with  unfhaken  adherence  to  the  principle  of 
hereditary  government  in  this  country,  while  limited-  and 
<lire£led  to  the  objeds  for  which  that  and  all  other  power  on 
earth  is  created — the  benefit  and  happincfs  of  the  people  who 
confer  the  truih 

"  But,  if  I  were  to  look  to  the  example  of  France,  I  would 
look  to  the  prodigality,  the  corruption,  the  detcftable  fyitem 
of  fpies  and  in/ormers,  the  infoicncc  of  the  higher  and  the  op- 
preifjon  of  the  lower  orders,  which  had  didinguifhed  the  old 
Government  of  France,  and  which  bBd  produced  all  the  evite 
of  the  prefent  fyftem.  I  would  thence  be  taught  to  avoid  in- 
troducing into  this  country,  a  fyftem  of  terror  and  corruption  $ 
and  to  give  back  to  the  people  thofe  rights  and  pririlegcs  which 
riveted  their  aFc£lion  and  I'ccured  their  obedience,  and  placed 
the  order  and  liability  of  the  Government  upon  their  beft  found- 
ations— the  proteftion  and  happinefs  of  ihc  fubjedV.'*  Mf. 
Sheridan  concluded  with  moving  ^  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
to  repeal  an  A£l,  pafled  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament, 
foe  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus ^  &c." 

Mr.  IV'tndham  faid,  codvtnced  a«  he  was,  th«t  there  wcr«< 
many  of  his  Hon.  Friends  more  capable  than  be  could  prtf- 
fume  to  be,  of  anfwerine  the  various  topics  which  had  been 
brought  into  argument  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft 
fiit  down,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Houfc  with  any  oht* 
fervations,  were  it  not  that  all u fion s  perfon al  to  him  had  been 
frequently  made  in  the  courfe  of  that  Hon.  Gentleman's  elabo- 
rate declamation.  The  firft  topic  which  hewould  notice,  wae 
the  Hon.  Gentleman's  remarks  upon  fome  words  which  fell 
from  him  refped^ing  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other 
fid<;  of  the  Houfe  (Mr,  FoxJ,  whom,  whcthef  he  called  hifii  fo 
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QT  not|  he  ceitainly  (hould  continue  to  confider  as  n  frtcnuL 
This  was  a  fubje£L  which  he  had  Jong  remarked  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  a  f;reat  propenHty  to  bring  into  difcuilion  i  be 
had  before  been  obliged  to  make  animadverfions  upon  ic,  as  it 
was,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  extremely  ofGcious  ;  aiul,  h.'^wcvcr 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  might  think  of  it,  or  flatter  himfelf  that 
it  conduced  to  his  views,  he  would  hazard  an  aflertioo,  that 
fttch  ioLermeddHng  did  not  give  fatisfa£lion  to  either  party. 
As  the  matter,  however,  had  betrn  brought  on  the  tapis,  he 
would  fuHy  explain  that  which  he  had,  as  he  thought,  fuffici- 
ently  explained  before.  ^What  he  had  faid  the  preceding  day, 
and  what  he  would  then  repeat,  was,  that  for  mutual  accom- 
modation, h?  would,  though  he  retained  the  fentiment,  difcon- 
tlnue  the  ufual  form  of  addrefs,  and  had  given  for  his  reafon, 
that  ftanding  with  each  other  on  a  different  footing  from  what 
thcyha-i  formerly  done,  he  might,  by  perfiiling  in  it,  force  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend  into  reftraint  or  enibarraiiinent.  This  he 
avowed  to  he  th?  real  raeanij^  of  his  expreffions,  and  thib  he 
fancied  mull  ilili  be  in  the  recolledion  of  every  one  prefent : 
He  put  it  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfclf  10  declare,  whether  it 
was  not  the  handfomeft  mode  of  conducting  himfelf  j  had  he 
done  ctlierwifc,  th:;  Hon.  Gentleman  himfcU*  was  ih«  vcry^nan 
who  would  take  advantage  of  it,  and  fay,  that  he  had  atled 
with  the  infidious  intention  of  projmotiiig  that  reftraint  and 
embarrdiluicnt  which  in  truth  he  wilLed  to  avoid.  If  this 
was  an  error,  he  confcffed  it  to  be  an  error  of  delibcraxiaii,and 
one  in  which  he  certainly  meant  to  perfift. 

The  H'>n.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  perfnade  the 
Houfc,  t'jat  theconduck  of  the  perfons  who  promoted  the  war 
w;is  ciimin.ii  \  and  that  he  (Mr.  W::idbam)  was  one  of  the  moil 
criminal  of  its  abettors.  He  was  dv-firous  to  avow,  that,  on 
the  footing  on  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman'had  dated  it,  he 
was  indeed  highly  criminal.  If  to  have  fceu,  at  a  very  early 
period,  but  nut  fo  early  as  he  could  wifh  he  had,,  tlwt  the  con- 
duftof  the  French  was  likely  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  war- 
fare ajid  corifuilon,  and  to  be  convinced,  that,  in  her  own  de-. 
'fence,  as  well  as  from  principles  of  jullice  and  policy,  the  fliould 
have  declared  war  before  Ihe  did,  if  there  was  any  guilt  io. 
confidcring  this  as  a  war  to  be  purfued  with  the  ^reateft 
vigour  'y  if  it  were  criminal  to  fay  that  the  wifdom  of  tliac  Iloufe* 
had  ilecmed  it  fo;  if  to  fay  that  thejuftice,  the  honour,  and  the 
honcfly  of  the  nation  called  for  its  continuance,  then  he  wa6  * 
criminal. 

But  that,  he  hoped,  wasthc  utmofl  extent  of  his  criminalirji 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  afked  him  vvheth.ei-hc  would  have  the 
firmncfs  to  be  refponfiblc  for  all  this ;  that  was  what  it  did  not 
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become'  him  to  anfvrer;  all  he  thought  he  ought  to  fay  at 
prcfent  was,  that  he  believed  he  (hould  never  flirink  from  the 
ieclaralion  of  his  fentiments,  nor  be  deterred  by  the  empty 
menace  of  any  man  or  men,  from  the  difcharge  of  any  thing 
which  Hppearcd  to  him  to  be  his  duty,  the  firft  part  of  which, 
as  far  as  he  could  fee,  would  be  to  oppofe  the  politics  of  that 
Hon.  Gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  in  di  feu  fling  the  fabjeft 
in  agitation,  he  would  deal  with  him  with  the  ucmoft  frank- 
r)i:(s.  He  wifhed,  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  own  fake,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Houfe,  the  fubjeft,  and  himfelf,  that  he  had 
conpkd  another  thing  along  with  it,  and  condefcended  to  ufe 
him  with  fairnefs  as  well  as  with  franknefs*  He  had  however 
done  quite  the  reverfe,  and  given  the  moil  unfair  and  unac- 
countable conftruftion  to  all  that  he  had  faid. 

Had  there  been  any  thing  in  his  mode  of  exprefling  himfelf 
at  all  ambiguous,  candour  would  have  taken  it  rather  upon  the 
favourable  fide  than  the  unfavourable  onej  but  the  Hon.Gcntlc- 
n'  ;  la  made  ufe  of  a  fuppofed  ambiguity,  to  pervert  his 
niCiining,  and  fubflituted  his  own  fuppofitions  in  the  place  of 
fafts.  Mr.  Wndhom  declared,  and  called  for  the  Houfe  to 
bear  witnefs  for  liim,  that  he  had  not,  in  ufibg  the  word  aC" 
quitted  fslon^  at  all  alluded  to  the  perfons  lately  acquitted  :  On 
this  point,  it  was  to  be  lamented  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
admirers  and  advocates,  that  all  his  tragic  declamations, 
all  his  deep- toned,  fine-fpun  periods,  fell  at  once  to 
curelefs  ruin,  the  foundation'  itfelf  being  thus  withdrawn 
from  under  them.  If  the  expreffion  an  acquitted  felon^  was  to 
be  taken  in  a  flrict  legaf  fenfc,  and  to  be  criticifed  upon  in  that 
way,  it  w  is  a  folecilm  ;— ^bocaufe  it  ^'as  a  charafter,  in  that 
fcnfe,  that  could  not  exift,  for  in  that  view,  no  man  could  be 
f aid  to  be  otherwife  than  innocent  until  he  was  convidkcd  ;  but 
in  point  of  common  fenfe,  the  thing  was  plain  enough,  and  it 
was  an  cafy  thing  to  fupport  it.  When  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  endeavoured,  with  fo  little  judgment,  and  fo  little  cfFed, 
t0  dcmonftrate  that  the  acquittal  of  thofe  men  (whether  they 
were  called  felons  or  culprits,  for  he  was  almoft  afraid  to  call 
thtm  by  any  name,  left  he  fhonld  be  mifinterpreted)  had  en- 
tirely proved  the  non-exiftcnce  of  a  confpiracy  to  overthrow 
the  government,  tis  well  as  their  own  individual  innocence,  he 
had  faid,  that  they  were  proved  innocent  to  no  greater  an  extent, 
then  numbcrlefs  other  perfons  who  were  difcharged  from  the 
Old  Bailey ;  not  from  their  innocence  being  eftablifhed  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  but  from  want  of  legal  proof  of  their 
guilt. 
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This  exultation  of  the  Hdti.  Gentleman  and  the  perfons 
acquitted)  they  iliared  in  common  with  many  culpnts,  who> 
though  abfolutely  guilty,  are  difchargcd  from  want  of  prpfe-* 
cution,  from  a  flaw  in  ihc  indiiflment,  a  mifnomer,  a  dchGt 
in  evidence  upon  a  technical  diftinftion,  or  from  any  other  pf 
tlicfe  various  legal  defefts  unJer  coypr  of  which  the  guUty 
fometimes  efcape  from  ju(tice|  and  (Irut  about  afterwatds^ 
talk  of  remedy  by  aftions  at. law,  and  plume  themfelves  upon 
their  accidental  efcape,  as  if  theif  jnt^grity  and .  up_rightncfa 
had  been  pofitively  proved  and  eilabliQied  in  the  opinion  of 
their  country. 

Here,  he  faid,  hc.would  reft  the  point  for  the  pvcfcnt,  and 
he  hoped  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  not  oblige  him  to.revivg 
it  again — nor  do* in  it  as  he  had  often  done  be/bre— ^make  ^ 
watch-word  of  it— and  by  the  moft  unfair  and  infidious  meana 
propagate  and  pafs  it  current  throughout  the  world,  as  if  ie 
had  never  been  contradi£led ;  which,  in  his  mind,  was  of  all 
others  the  moft  unjuft  and  unnianly  way  of  fapping  fair  fame 
and  reputation.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  a  .^reat  deal 
of  fptes  and  informers.  It  was  a  melancholy  confideration^ 
that  fuch  men  were  often  neceflary — and  he  feared  they  would 
be  more  wanting  than  ever  in  the  fituation  in  which  the.  poli^ 
tics  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  were  likely  to 
plunge  the  country.  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  in  all  tilings 
was  more  than  commonly  (hrewd  and  acute,  had  the  moft  ex«- 
traordinary  faculty  of  raifing  groundlefs  charges,  and  the 
moft  extraordinary  induftry  and  art  in  giving  them  circula- ' 
tion :  One,  he  faid,  he  would  particularly  mention, — one  ori.* 
ginating  in  falfehood,  and  afterwards  circulated  with  a  wicked 
induftry,  which  fpoke  too  plainly  to  be  mifunderftood,  what 
their  drift  was  who  managed  it.  The  exprefllpn  to  which  he 
alluded  was  the  well-known  hackneyed  one,  of  "  Peri/b  com* 
tnercff  live  the  conftiiution.** 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  he  deemed  it  neceflary  to  refer  to  the 
many  revivals  of  it,  which  the  malignity  and  wicked  de(ignt 
of  fome  men  had  occaHoned:  After  having  been  made  a 
handle  of  in  various  quarters,  all  of  which  he  had  fuffered  to 
pafs  in  contemptuous  filence ;  he  again  found  it  revived  in  a 
Letter  publiihed  a  few  days  ago  by  a  perfpn  of  too  high  rank ' 
to  be  overlooked  (Lord  Lauderdale).— Two  years  ago,  Mr. 
Windham  obferved,this  falfehood  had  been  firft  circulated — and 
what  would  tend  to  develope  the  intentions  of  the  calum-* 
niators,  it  was  moft;  carefully  difleminated  where  it  was  fup<* 
pofed  to  be  moft  likely -to  do  him  injury;  it  was  in  flidrt  re-« 
printed,  and  ftuck  up  in  the  workfliops  of  Norwich,  to  alie- 
nate the  affe£lions  of  the  people  from  him,  and  perfuade  them 
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that  he  was  their  word  enemy.  Again  it  was  brought  up  in 
the  Houfe  againft  him  by  thofc  who  well  knew  in  their  hearts 
that  the  expreflion  was  not  his.  But  he  was  filent — and  that 
filencewas  taken  for  an  admtflion  of  the  fzGt,  The  confc- 
quence  was,  that  the  fubjeft  was  revived  in  the  volume  in  his 
hand — ftamped  with  the  authority  of  a  Noble  Peer. — "  Did  not 
the  Noble  Writer  know  (added  Mr.  Windham),  that  the 
charge,  though  falfei  was  left  ancontradi£ted  in  this  Houfe  ? — 
Did  he  not  know,  that  it  was  publicly  and  unjuftly  attributed 
to  me  ?  And  did  he  not  intend,  by  tne  way  in  which  he  puts 
jt  here,  that  it  (hould  be  applied  to  me,  and  confidered  as  my 
words — if  not,  what  did  he  mean  ?" 

Cohne!  Maitland  faid,  he  ihould  not  have  troubled  the 
Houfe,  and  moft  particularly  to  interrupt  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman,  did  he  not  believe  he  could  favc  fome  time  to 
the  Houfe  by  explaining  the  cafe ;  a  Noble  Earl,  a  relation 
of  his,  had  aiked  him,  if  that  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
had  made  ufe  of  the  exprefTion  which  was  reported  to  have 
come  from  authority?  He  informed  his  Noble  Relation  that  he 
had  not,  and  the  exprefTion  had  never  been  appHed  to  that  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman.  The  Colonel  faid,  he  trulled  that  the 
charafter  of  that  Noble  Earl  for  candour,  finccrlty,  and  ho-  • 
nour,  was  fuch  as  not  to  entitle  any  man  in  that  Houfe  or 
*  this  country,  to  fufpecl  him  of  doing  any  thing  that  was  il- 
liberal. 

Mr.  Wtftdhmn  declared,  that  he  was  really  very  much  afto- 
niihcd. — It  appeared,  then,  that  the  Noble  Lord  had  left  the 
words  entirely  unappropriated  ;  and  though  he  kflcw  the  words 
were  imputed  to  him,  and  were  not  in  faft  his,  had  let  them 
pafs  uncontradii^ed. — There,  he  faid,  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  Houfe. — To  read  the  whole  of  it  would  wafte  itoo  much 
time. — However,  the  words  before  and  after  it  were  worded 
wit\i  fuch  extreme  art,  by  the  writer  of  the  Letter,  that  he 
would  read  it, 

•  Having  read  the  part  alluded  to,  Mr.  Windham  faid,  that 
on  the  fubjedl  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  would  aflert  for 
himfelf,  that  in  no  inftance  whatever  had  he  countenanced  or 
.  fupported  Parliamentary  Reform.  Not  only  he  did  not  fup- 
.  port  it  in  Parliament,  but  he  fpoke  againft  it  before  he  had  a 
feat  in  that  Houfe:  When  it  was  propofed  to  him  to  be  re- 
turned for  Weftminfter,  he  refufcd  the  offer,  becaufe  the 
Weftminfter  Eledlors  were  favourable  to  Parliamentary  Re- 
form i  and  when  he  did  come  into  the  Houfe,  he  met  with 
much  oppofition,  merely  becaufe  he  fet  his  face  againft  a  Re- 
form in  Parliament.  The  ambiguity  in  the  Letter  in  his  hand, 
he  left  the  Noble  Writer  to  explain  in  a  future  editioDj  and 
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faid   fo  muph  as  a  correftive   to  the  efFefts  it  might  pro- 
duce. 

Touching  thofe  artful  infinuations  againfl  him,  they  cut 
deeper,  he  faid,  than  any  perfon  in  that  Houfe,  but  thofe  con- 
cerned in  them,  could  be  aware  of.  How  much  could  be 
done  by  fuch  things,  might  be  known  from  the  tranfaftions 
in  another  country.  The  Houfe  would  remember,  that  ac 
Paris,  Foulon  was  killed  in  the  mod  favage  and  barbarous 
manner  that  the  inventive  turn  of  human  malice  had  ever  de- 
vifed,  merely  becaufe  it  was  imputed  to  him,  that  he  had  faid 
the  people  fhould  eat  grafs;  the  Houfe  would  fee  then  how 
much,  by  an  artful  coupling  of  falfe  words  with  falfe  fafts, 
the  minds  of  the  Public  might  be  enfrenzied,  and  an  innocent 
man  be  facrificed. — 

**  Can  Gentlemen,"  faid  he,  "  help  blufhing  when  they 
think  what  a  watch-word,  what  a  diftorted,  wicked  mifrepre* 
fcntation  was  made  of  the  Sivintfij  MuUitude  ?  Thofe  words 
were  artfully  and  malicioufly  extrafted,  by  men  who  kne^ 
well  their  true  import,  from  a  mod  beautiful  fentence  of  a 
mod  beautiful  writer,  and  circulated  in  an  artful  form  through 
the  country — made  a  cry  of  havoc  and  deftruftion,  and  kept 
in  the  armoury  of  aflaffination,  to  be  brought  forth  when  oc- 
cafion  bed  offered ;  and  were  poflibly  intended  to  be  ufcd 
againft  my.Right  Hon.  Friend,*  the  author  of  fo  many  ad- 
mirable produftions." 

Having  amply  difcufled  this  point,  Mr.  Windham  faid,  that . 
he  would  apply  himfclf  to  the  fubftance  of  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man's argument:  And  firft,  as  to  the  queftion,  whether  ac-. 
quittal  by  a  jury  did  not  eftabliih  the  innocence  of  an  accufed 
perfon,  he  would  anfwer,  that  in  a  variety  of  views  it  did ; 
but  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  law  of  treafon,  that 
men  under  the  charge  of  a  grand  jury  were  as  innocent  as  be- 
fore that  charge.  Some  prefumption  of  guilt  certainly  at- 
tached upon  the  party  fo  accufed.  The  judgment  of  a  jury, 
eftabliftied  his  legal  innocence,  but  did  not  fet  the  prefump- 
tion of  his  poiitive  moral  inuocence  even  at  par  with  his  guilt* 
If  this  doftrin'e  were  true,  juries  muft  determine  by  the 
fmalleft  preponderance  of  guilt — but  when  mercy,  and  a  va- 
riety of  motives  arifing  from  it,  decide  in  the  cafe  of  a  cul- 
prit, whofe  guilt,  though  to  a  certain  degree  proved,  wants  that 
extent  which  alone  can  or  ought  to  fatisfy  the  confcience  in 
taking  away  life,  the  man  is  acquitted,  though  guilt  in  fomc 
refpeft  attaches. 

Mr.  Windham  alfo  complained  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  miftatcd  and  grofsly  mifreprefented  him,  on  another  fub- 
jeft,  VIZ,  with  refpeft  to  the  burdens  of  the  war;  he  had, 
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difgraced  humanity:  If  fo,  why  did  not  thofe  enormities 
commence  with  the  revolution,  when  the  wildoefs  of  eman- 
cipation was  at  its  higheft  pitch  ? — ^^fhe  revcrfe  was  the  fa£l ; 
it  began  at  a  point,  and  as  it  receded  from  the  time  of  the  old 
government,  tapered  into  fize  like  an  inverted  cone,  till  it 
fpread  to  that  extent  at  which  the  Houfe  had  fo  often  and  fo 
painfully  had  occasion  to  contemplarc  it.  If  it  was  otherwife, 
how  came  it  that  five  years  fuppofed  melioration  had  not  a 
Jittle  mollified  the  inflexible  crucltv  of  a  heart,  that  was  at 
once  the  reproach  and  the  boaft  of  that  degenerate  people  ? 
Mr.  Windham  lamented,  that  on  the  great,  important  points 
of  danger,  he  (hould  fee  fuch  a  perverfe  determination  to  dif- 
bclieve.  "  The  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,"  con- 
tinued he,  **  fay  there  is  no  danger;  we  fay  there  is.  They  * 
fay,  thofe  accufed  perfons  were  innocent ;  we  fay  they  were 
not.  They  fay  that  the  view  of  thofe  focieties  was  Parlia- 
mentary Reform ;  we  fay  it  was  the  mere  pretext,  the  true  • 
obje£b  was  the  dcftruftion  of  the  conftitution.  They  fay  the 
contagion  of  French  principles  has  not  fpread ;  we  fay  it  has, 
and  will  fpread  further  if  "not  ftopped." 

As  to  the  other  obfervations  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  Mr. 
Windham  faid,he  would  only  fay  of  them  that  they  compofed 
all  together  a  wretched,  vague,  coarfe  rhapfody,  founded  on 
vulgar  topics  of  extravagant  declamation,  fit  only  for  the  lowcft 
orckrs  of  fociety,  and  calculated  for  the  meridian  .of  fuch 
hearts  and  in  tellers  as  it  was  intended  for — fuch  as  thofe  of 
the  applauded  Mr.  Broomhead,  and  the  other  worthy  cttiztnsy 
who  are  crammed  into  thofe  homji  Jacobin  focieties  fcattered 
through  the  manufaflaring  towns  of  Great  Britain. 

Purfuing  his  argument  with  great  ardour,  Mr.  Windham  at 
length  adverted   to  the   farcafms  which  Mr.  iSheridan   had 
thrown  out  refpcfting  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Mr.  Windham, 
and  others,  long  in  oppofition,  and  faid,  '*  Does  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  mean  to  fay  that  it  is  di(honour.ible  to  accq^t  of 
office? — (Noy  was  exclaimed  from  the  Oppofition  fide  of  the 
Houfc.) — No  ! — Then  if  he  gives  up  that,  he  gives  up  all  that 
he  has  advanced  on  that  fubjett.     The  calumnies  caft  on  fuch 
things  are  only  to  be  refifted  by  the  ihield  of  chara£^ec — to' 
that  ihy  Noble  Friends  and  I  refort.     I  am  truly  forry.  the  f 
Hon.  Gentleman  is  not  aihamed  of  fuch  low,  mean  traffic.     I 
defy  him  to  fhew  a  fingle  circumftahce  that  can  tend  to  call 
the  ftiadow  of  doubt  on  our  conduct.     The  malice  of  the  de-- 
fign  is  fo  corrccied  by  the  impotency  of  the  efibrt,  that  I  will 
not  facrifice  a  word  in  anfwering  it. 

"  The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  alked  why  we  did  not  continue 
as  at  firfi:,   to  give  honourable  fupppii  to  niiiiifters  without 
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joining  them  ?  Would  not  fupport  without  refponfibility  an- 
nexed to  it,  be  mean,  be  diflioneft?  There  are  Gcntlenieii 
•who  think  tliat  ftatefmen  owe  it  to  their  country  to  fcrve  for 
nothing.  If  I  am  afked  by  them,  why  I  do  not  ?  I  will  an- 
fwer,  that  it  is  becaufe  I  will  not  lay  fuch  mean,  miferable  traps 
for  popularity.  This  being  a  buGnefs.of  mere  motive,  I  leave 
it  to  fa£ls  alone  to  decide  for  me,  and  (hall  pay  no  regard  to 
the  Hon.  Geiftleman's  declamation — it  is  not  worth  it — it  is 
too  flimfy — it  M'ill  not,  I  think,  ferve  him  even  in  his  clubs." 

Mr,  Hardinge  faid,  that  the  calumny  which  had  been 
thrown  out  on  the  words,  ^*  Perijb  Commerce^  See  J'  proptrlj 
belonged  to  him.  He  conceived  it  an  honour  to  be  joined 
with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  even  in  a 
calumny.  He  avowed  that  he  had  faid,  and  he  would  now 
repeat,  if  we  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  lofing  either  our 
commerce  or  our  conftitution — *'  Perifli  Commerce."  This 
was  what  he  had  faid,  and  from  this  it  ^ya8  that  the  Spiders  of 
petraftion  fpun  that  web  in  which  they  hoped  to  infnare  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  He  added,  that  he  fliould  think  him- 
felf  degraded  if  he  fufFered  it  to  remain  a  moment  unex- 
plained. 

Colouel  Maitlatid  rofe  again  to  juflify  the  condudl  of  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  as  to  the  publication  of  his  Letters  to  the 
Peers  of  Scotland,  and  declared  that  he  was  ready  to  give  a  flat 
contradiction  to  any  infinuation  that  his  Noble  Relation  mi - 
tended  to  aft*  unfairly.  He  faid  that  the  words, ."  from  au- 
thority," applied  to  the  Learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he 
being  then  Solicitor  General  to  the  Queen ;  and  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  complained  fo  much  of  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  was  not  then  in  Adminiflration. 

The  Marquis  of  Jichjield  faid,  thai,  a  Noble  Relation  of 
his  (the  Duke  of  Portland)  had  never  agreed  to  any  plan  of 
Parliamentary  Reform. 

Mr,  Fox  confirmed  this,  but  obferved  that  the  Noble  Duke 
had  at  the  various  meetings  which  he  attended,  encouraged 
the  idea  of  holding  popular  focieties  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
amining the  conduft  of  Parliament. 

Mr,  Erjkine  faid,  that,  in  order  to  difcufs  with  preciGon 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  Aft  which  the  motion  fougl^t 
to  repeal,  it  was  neceflary  to  coiifuicr  upon  what  principles 
and  under  what  circum (lances  it  had  palled  in  the  former  fcf- 
fion  ;  becaufe  the  queflion  would  ultimately  be.  Whether  a 
neceffity  for  pa  (Ting  it  ever  cxiiled  \  and,  if  it  did,  whether  it 
ftill  continued  toexift  ? 

The  Aft  which  the  motion  fought  to  repeal  was,  an  Aft  in- 

*  troduc^d   upon  the  fjtiir  of  a  mcejftty  ajfumed  to  be  imminent^  to 
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fuQ)end  theeperafeOp  ^>  k%  ybkh  tiorn>tmil^r.Th9t  £V«^  iM9 
exHI  infiAj^iladft  #otriA  ^re  to  abrogate  %  a  law>  without  whkh 
£i%WRd  hto  noi^cenftitiiltoD  ;  a  Jaw  which  tlie  p0iapile^obtaincd 
by  ik^  vii^ue  and4iniultf&«f  thdr  anccftots,  at(er  a<great  crifis 
in  ilie.Gcivc^tniiiem,  itnA  ^Mch  they  couM  o^c  $ipn4  woi/ld  t\ot 
fob^tt  to  fact  with.  To  do  jofticc  to  the  /nkiiftcit  (for  he 
luroiiidtetfl^^fetit  lk>  itMMi),  this  truth  was  fuffy  admitted  bjr 
hini^  when  die  Sdfpetifrbn  Bill  wdB  prepared..  The  fofpenfion 
of  Mjliw  w/is  Admitted  to  be  \he  highest  i&  of  authority, 
ivhkh  die  (egiflatutt  of  this  country  never  delegates  to  the. 
higheft  magiftrat^,  treii  the  moft  ihfignificiint  law  under 
which  iht  f&h\t6t  lives  and  is  j^mtefled  ;  iforihri^  a  law  Upon 
WhtcK  \ht  very  WiA]^  of  public  Hbehy  depended. 

But  it  was^faid,  tvA  truty  faid,  for  he  adnlitted  the  propo- 
fitiohi  though  he  denied  the-  appliciiitSn,  that  there  are  con-» 
jundures  in  all  States,  in  which  laws  made  for  tirtivcrfal  pto- 
iediOA  mult  yif^ld  to  a  paramolltit  neceffity,  and  th^t«  as  Black* 
ftone  faf  S|  th^  naiton^  iii  fuch  cafe  of  immineht  necemty,  par\s 
with  its  liberty  for  a  fliort  feafon  to  fecure  it  for  ever.  The 
extftence  6i  this  paramount  neceflity  w^s,  therefore,  aiTumed 
by  the  minifter  in  the  laft.feffion.of  Pariiament ;  when,  after 
having  advifed  hi$  Majefty  to  arreft  the  perfdhs  and  to  feize 
the  papers  of  itrnnv  of  his  fubje As,  he  further  advifed  to  fend 
a  meiTage  to  that  Hotife  upon  tl«e  fubje^^  ^^^ch  Was  brought 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  12th  of  May  laft. 

This  meiTage  infbrmed  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  had 
difcovered  the  exifteUce  of  a  tntitero^ts  cbnfpiracy  to  bold  a 
Convention,  which  was  to  fubtert  the  government,  and  at 
fume  tojtfelf  all  the  functions  of  Parliament* 

He  faid,  that  hf  ^ead  the  terms  of  the  meiTage,  to  fhew  that 
the  Houfe  did  not  fufpend  tk^  Habeas  Corpm  A£t  upon  a  vague  . 
undefin^ld  fufpicion  of  a  conj66idf al  cohfpiracy,  but  upoo 
what  appeared,  to  it  tp  amount  to  fufficient  evidence  of  a  dif- 
tindk  fpJlcifiq  treafonable  cdnfpiracy  againft  the  Governments 
Notj  as  Mn  Windham  had  ftated  it,  a  general  fufpicion  of 
ut^efined  danger  from  feditious  libeUers  or  diilurbers  of  the 
peace  \  but  a  ppfitivp,  accurately  delineated  and  defined  con- 
fpiracy,  to  hold  the  Convention^  which  was  fp  fufpend  thp 
fundiipns  of  Parliament.  His  Majefty's  meiTage,  and  the  pa" 
pers  it  referred  tp,  .were,  io  confequence  of  it,  referred  to  a 
Seciet  Committee;  that  Secret  Committee,  by  its  Report, 
pttbliihed  the  ewdence,  and  declared  the  cxiilence  of  the  fame 
defined  fpecific  Confpiracy  :  The  Chanccl>or  of  the  Exchequer 
then  moved  fof  the  fufpeofion  of  .the  'Habeas  Corpus  f  on  the 
*  fame-  fpeciffic  gromid  ;  afid  ibc  preamble  of 'the  Ait  itfelf  v^ 
cilcdits^^tiilaite.  •;.•..«  v^  -     *  .    .,    ,^-    . 
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Th^  Haifas  Cetfttr  AA  then  ftood  fufpended  to  the  tft  o£ 
Febmarf 9  tioc  as  to  «  day  that  had  ^vff  thtfig  pankUar  in  it ; 
not  a»  an  qiodi  in  the  eeuntry ;  but  *  as  to  a  period  withm 
which  the  Houfie  cs^pefted  that  what  had  hMpened  MnMlM*  talce 
place;  wz*  that  the  matter  contained*fn  theKepoff8'0v  me^artg 
evidenct  would  be  confirmed  or  negathred)  and  explained  in  the 
judicial  proceedings  fet  in  motion  by  the  Hoiife  in  confe4|ncnce 
of  its  anfwer  to  the  Crown.  The  Attorney  General's'  dutf, 
therefore,  under  aH  diefe  circumftaficcSf  was  to  fdt  the  crimi« 
nal  law  in  motion,— to  point  it  to  the  charges  made  br  the 
Honfe— jodiciottily  to  prepare  the  charge^  jadicioufly  to  iele& 
the  moft  proper  criminals  apon  the  evidence,  and  fo  to  arrange 
the  evidence,  that  the  grand  jury,  and  afterwards  tlve  petty  jftry^ 
ihonld  have  the  full  view  of  all  that  the  two  Houfes  had  pro<b 
pared.  The  indifbment  was  thercTore  prepared,  and  ably  pre* 
pared,  to  meet  the  whol^  cafe,  and  accurately  purfued  the  views 
of  Parliament ;  and  it  charged,  therefore,  as  the  crime,  the 
confpiracy  to  hold  this  fpecific  Convention  for  the  traiterout 
purpofes  aflnmed  by  the  Reports. 

The  queftions  of  fad,  therefore,  fubmitted  to  the  jury, 
were.  Whether  the  defendants  compafled  and  imagined  the ' 
King's  death  ?  and.  Whether,  in  purfuance  of  that  traiterous 
purpofe,  they  confpired  to  hold  a  Conventioni,  which  Con^ 
Tcntion  (hould  aflume  the  functions  of  Parliament  i  and» 
Whether  they  confpired  to  provide  arms  for  that  traiterous 
purpofe  ?  and,  Whether  they  publiihed  the  various  papers 
published  in  the  Reports,  with  the  traiterous  purpofe,  f.  a 
either  t^  hold  a  Convention  for  the  traiterous  purpofes 
chargedT ;  or,  to  levy  war  and  rebellion,  generally  againft 
the  King  ?  The  Grand  Jury,  which  fat,  like  the  Houfe  of  . 
Commons,  on  ex  parte  evidence  only,  found  the  bill.  Indeed 
they  were  differently  circumftanced  from'  every  other  Giand 
Jury :  For  they.had  before  found  the  bill  by  their  repfefenta- 
tives  in  Parliament.  And,  independently  of  that  legal  fiAioOy 
they,  were  bending  beneath  the  authority  of  the  King,  and 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  whofe  pTe-judgmetit  had 
loaded  the  prcfs  for  months  together.  And  upon  tlus  charge, 
with  greater  difficulties  to  ftroggie  with  than  he  ever  recoU 
le£led  in  his  private  practice,  the  parties  were  pnt  npon  their 
trials.  They  fevered  in  their  defencesy  and  the  Crown^had 
ita  eledion,  whom  it  would  try  firft ;  atid  Hardy  was  fixed 
npon,  on  every  principle  which  conld  guide  prpfeffidnal  men 
in  the  eserdfe  of  a  great  poblic  duty:  For  lie  might  be  faid 
to  be  privy  to  vfhn  M  called  the  whole  body  of  the  evidence. 
The  caie  of  Hardy  was  opened  by  the  Attorney  Geoendt  who 
had  been  an  aitiYt  Member  of.  the  Hfrfe  doifl(te  con« 
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funAare  whieh'led  to  Xtit  triafet  and  a  Member  of  the  Secret 
ComAfrittee  ;  vl|p»  befidcft,  atmidcd  the  King's  mmifteTS. 
aiKmbled  in  <>oanQU ;  who  was  prcfent  at  all  examtoationa  ^ 
and  whot  added  to  thefe  advantiiges>  had,  fa^  belicYed,  is* 
ipe£keA  and  fttidied  ercry  paper  the  moft  remotely  cJnuieded 
with  the  caufe  i  and  who  was  more  mafter  of  all  their  bear^ 
iogs^  than  he  could  have  foppofed  the  hmnan  mind  capable 
pf  containing)  above  aH  learned  aisd  intelligent  men,  upoa 
fnch  trafli  as  this  Houfe  had  fet  it  to  work  on. 

Mr.  Erfldne  then  faid,  that  be  was  prepared  to  fhew,  by 
the  feqaelof  the  proceedings,,  that  the  jm'ies  by  their  Tcrdids 
bad,  not  merely  by  probable  inference,  bnt  almoft  dircdiy 
and  technically,  negatived  the  exiilence  of  the  confptracy>  ttpon 
which  die  fufpenfion .  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  avowedly  was 
founded*  In  order  to  eftablifli  this,  heiaid,  that  the  Attorney 
General  had  divided  the  caufe  intd  three  brandies: 

Firft,  Whether  the  treafinabie  cofifpiracy  charged  by  the  Reports^ 
€fvd  tuhich  ioas  made  the  foundation  9/  the  indichnent^  exified  at   . 
all  IN  ANY  BODY  ? 

.    Secondly,  Whether  the  prifoner.  Hardy,  had  a  (hare  in  it  ^ 
Hiirdly,  What  was  the  legal  confequence  of  the  cftahlifli-^ 

tment  of  thefe  two  propoGtions  of  fa£i  I 

On  offering  the  firft  branch  of  the  eYidenoti  he  (Mr.. 
Erflcii^)  had  objedcd  to  reading  die  v^ritings,  and  proving 
the  aAsof  a  great  number  of  perfons  fcattered  throu^out 

.the  kingdom )  moft  of  whom»,itidced  moft  of  whofe  exiftences, 
were  unknown  to  Mr.  Hardy.     He  had  infifted,  that  the  con- 

-ntxion  between  .the  adlors  and  writers  with  the  prifoner 
ihould  firft  have  been  eftablifhed,  before  the  minds  of  the 
jury  (hould- have  been  afieOed  by  their  anions  or  thehr 
writiags.  He  did  not,  he  faid,  mean  to  argue  that  pointy 
or  to  con&der  iu  legality :  It  was  enough  for  him,  which  was 
every  thing  to  the  prefcnt  purpofe,  -that  it  was  over-ruled  by 
the  Courti  becaufe  it  let  in  the  whole  evidence  which  the 
Houfe  had  coITef^cd-^every  thing  in  both  Reports,  and  a  hun* 

:drfed  times  more  :  All  that  any  man  in  any  fociety  in  Enghmd 
•r  Scotland,  profefling, the  objcfts  of  reform,  had  done,  or 
written,  or  faid;  even  the  whole,  or  the  moft  material  part 
of  the  evidence  againft  Watt,  at  Edinburgh—Watt,  the  fpy 
•f  Government,  who  was  hinged  to  fet  die  diing  a«goiag. 
If  the  prifoncr's  cowrfel  had  prevailed  in  dieh- objeaion,  it 
might  have  been  &id,  with  fome  air  of  trudi,-diat  die  jury 
k!5  S!!  ^"^^  ^T  **^  *^  Materials  for  judgment,  wfach 
SfL^Ki'^"^  '^^  ^°^^^=  ^'>  if  anf  t'eql^ieall^ob. 
^Si    f'^^  f«ecdsfully  made,  to  Ae  ttelevanc^or  ad- 

^tmffibdiir  of  .any,j«tt,^  the  Report,  the  lame  duo^  f»igbt 


Kave  been  faid :  Or  if  h  had  been  laid  before  the  jury  dVo^ 
itthtitui  if  it  had  been  ofiered  m  proof  of  a  crimmsii  difpo- 
fition  in  the  pnfoBcr -Hardy,  and  not  of  a  general  confpiracy, 
the  fame  plaixfible  argnment  might  have  been  employed ;  but 
4kt  undertook  to  lhew>  fiift,  that  die  whole  Report,  or  as  much 
'of  it  as  the  Attorney  General  thought  fuitable  to  the  parpoft, 
was  received  in  evidence  at  the  trial,  that  no  objefkSon  pre- 
-^railed  ^gainft  it,  and  that  tt  was  given  in  evidence  dite£khf 
and  technically  to  eftablifli  the  very  propofition  predicated  by 
the  Houfe  in  its  Report';  fo  much  fo,  that  the  Chief  Juftice, 
iSUowing  the  arrangement  of  the' Attorney  Genera],  exprefsly 
and  repeated^  dated  to  the  counfel  and  the  jury,  that  the  ge- 
neral evidence  was  not  evidence  which  could  zSe&  the  pri- 
soner, unlefs  afterwards  brought  home  to  him }  but  that  it 
'was  received  to  eftabHih  the  exiilerice  of  a  confpiracy,  with- 
out which  he  could  not  have  confpired,  viz.  ji  confpiracy  to 
Md  a  convention  for  the  fubverjion  of  the  conjfitutiony  tvhich  the 
indiBment  charged — the  identical  fpecific  confpiracy  afferted 
in  the  preamble  of  the  fufpending  (latate,  founded  upon  the 
Reports  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

It  was  plain  from  this  view  of  the  trials,  which  no  man 
^ould  deny^  that  the  major  propofition  of  fafb,  without  tidiich 
neither  any  fecondary  matter  of  fa£^,  as  affe&lng  the  indi- 
<vidttal,  or  any  matter  of  law  for  the  Court  to  confider  of, 
rcoold  arife,  was  the  belief  of  the  jury,  that  a  general  con- 
ipiracy  fuch  as  the  indi£iment  charged  exifted  fomewhere. 
The  Lord  Chief  Juftice  had  exprefsly  put  the  caufe  in  that 
•way  in  ruling  the  adniif&biUty  of  tne  general  evidence  on 
•Mardy's  trial.— He  faid,  that  there  were  two  quefttons  of 
iia£b,  and  a  legal  concfufton,  if  the  fa£U  rendered  any  legal 
xoncUifion  neceflary :  Firft,  whether  the  confpiracy,  as  charged, 
exifted  at  all ;  and  fecondly,  whether  Hardy  was  party  to  it  $ 
and  thirdly,  what  was  the  legal  confequence  if  die  two  pro«- 
xpofitions  of  izBt  were  eftabliflied.  If,  faid  the  Court,  addrtiT- 
<ing  the  prifoner's  counfel,  the  jury  are  not  convinced  of  the  fhrJH, 
xadet  quefiio^  your  client  is  not  refponfible,  there  is  no  mattet 
-kA  fad  for  application  to  the  prifoner,  and  no  law  for  me  to 
jdetiven  This  ftatement  was  undoubtedly  correft,  fince  the 
\oinVf  way  that  the  debated  queftion  of  tircafon  could  arife  was, 
^whether  the  exiftence  of  the  confptracy,  charged  by  the  in«* 
di£tment,  if  found  by  the  jury,  did  amount^ehher  by  inference 
iof  law,  or  irrefifttble  condufion  from  faifi,  to  a  compafliog 
'of  the  King's  deafii  ? 

Mr.  £r&ine  faid,  Jie  built  ^bis  argument  upon  .the  founda- 
>cion  of  4uftice  t(\  the  Attorney.  General,,  which  he  willingly 
*sendercd  i  for  he  never  contended  that  a  thoufand  libels  on 

A  a  :(  Parliament 


Pinlitmettt put tagtehari  cMidaiiioMt to-thftrerimr diarged ; 
i>cf  the  mok  Mkbus  inteifriM  of  abpiMioiHiig  Barliament 
hj  fediriotts,  rimoas  tuftmltiioas  ^himK» » -Inxr  only  *  that  if 
the  -prifencrscotitempbted  MMriy  to  iMireit  the  wlMiiefGon- 
ftitutioralatithmties,  indading  lheKti]«%ptcfogative«  there- 
by tteftrajhie  the  regal  office,  irtiiekiUi  Ringr^waff^kdy  to  fur- 
vm,  that  this  was  a  cqnpaffin^  the  Kinft**  ^feath,  without 
any  evidence  of  a  dire£b  confpiracy  againft  nis  perfon.^  Whe- 
'^r  this  be  law  or  not,  is  hickily  wholly  att^  ahlokitciy  irrelc> 
vant  to  the  view  he  meant  to  takelof  this  i|ueftion ;  and  there* 
fore  he  protefted  agsUnft  giving  the  HoUfe  any)anfdi£HDn.iipon 
it  in  this  pofture  of  debate,  for  very  db? tousreafens;  Hefaad  al- 
ready delivered  his  opinion  on  the  fubfe€b^    and  thou|^  he  by 
no  means  agreed  that  an  advocate  was  bovnd  in  his  own^per- 
-fon  for  any  ftatcnrient  of  the  law  as  Cbunfelat'the  Bar.(ai!uri- 
ous  and  a  dan^rous  propolition  for  thetotlntry),  yet  he  did 
voluntarily  and  fotemnly  now  declare  that  his  opinion  did  go 
along  with  all  that  he  delivered  upon  the*  trial  on  ihe  fubje£b, 
;ind  thiit  he  believed  it  was  an  opinion  which  no  argument  nor 
any  length  of  time  wonld  change.    This,  he  faid,  was  a  mere 
digreffion^  asnt  would  be  folly  to  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  ihould 
fupport  his  opinion  in  oppofition  tothnt  on  which  it  hadftaked 
its  chara<S>cr  with  the  country  ;  and  he  was  therefore  ready, 
for  argument's  fake,  to  fuppofe  the  law  to  be  as.  the  Houfe 
had  declared  it ;  arid  that  upon  the  matter  before  the  Houfe, 
when  viewed  est  parti  only,  that  there  was  a  reafonable  ffround 
for  believing  in  the  fuppofed  confpiracy ;    becaufe  ftiU  the 
queftion  before  the  Houfe  returned  back  in  its*geiruine(hapet 
wz.  /Whether,  after  xht  Judicial  inquiry ^  nMch  tht  Houfe  al^ 
mfoyf  intended fiouid  decide  -the  quefimn^  and  which  could-^alonc 
decide  it,  the  confprracy  which  the  H<iufe  had  believed,  and, 
for  argument's  fake,  had  reafonably  beKeved,  t>p  viewing  one 
fide  of  the  evidence,  could  now  be  eonftitutionally  believed 
and  aded  upon,  after  decifions  founded  upon  the  'view  of  both. 
To  decide  this  'i|ueftion  with  incontrovertible  force,  he  faid, 
that  it  waft  clear  to  demonftration  that  the  jury  could  not  have 
ac^ttitted  Hardy  upon  any  vther  principle  upon  earth  con- 
fiftently  with  common  honefty  aftd  common  (eafe**  dian  upon 
Ae  utter  di(belief  of  the  eariftence  of  the  major  propefition  ot 
hSt^  I.  r.  of  %  CQnfpiracy,  foch  as  the  indidlnient  charged^ 
extfting  at  all.  >  • 

Whoever  would  vead  die  Attorney  Generars  opening,  whnrh 

w^s  publfflied  bv  Mr.  Gttmey,  would  fee  this  illuftraied  with 

.ghsat  force.    Theiloiife  eniiM  not  complain  that  ha  csiufe  was 

potwhollv  anil  enrirdy  laid  befoie  (he  j«ry*y  for  Uie  Attorney 


TOcnan^  puifWlfig  tbe  viowg  of  the  Hoofcy  4naii^ft|^dj;r  and 
^tk great  abUityi  -firfty  tbat  ftconfpiracf  ^  fucfk  a^  w^.cbm^ed, 
^10  fu&Fcxt  Ac  goficmmenti  aAuiUly  exilUd,  and  .that  the  »£ole 
bodytkf  the -efideiKe  mantfetted  that,  fpecific  confplracyi-^ 
feomidly^  that  Hardy  was  a  party  to  it;  and  laftlyt  thexon- 
^hifion  ^  law^  nrhicht'  as  he  had  obfcrved  already,  xould*  not 
'arUe,  till hoth  the  U£k»  ftockl  eftabliihed  as  a  fouodation  for 
it. 

The  Attorney  General  having  maintained  the  major  propo- 
fition  by  laying  before  the  jury  the  whole  mais  of  the  Reports 
with  a  variety  of  odier  matter,  the  benevolent  Invent im  of 
<|Hes,  felpnsy  and  mifcreants,  next  proceeded  to  m^iitain  that 
io  whtdi,  he  coofefled,  he  faw  then,  and  faw  now^  nopolfiblb 
anfwer,  Hwb.  fhat»  if  the  confpiracy  exifted.  Hardy  wa^  ne- 
•ceflTarily  involved  in  it ;  and  he  never  (hould  forget^  if  he 
were  to  live  for  ages,  the  emotion  of  his  mind  upon  this  part 
of  die  argument,  which  he  always  confidered  to  be  invulnera- 
ble. He  had  faid  at  the  moment,  to  his  worthy  and  learned 
aflbcia^  Mr.  Gibbs,  that  if,  ftooping  under  the  preflure  of 
prejudice,  or  diftra^ed  by  the  extent  of  the  materials,  tha 
jury  Ihould  be  led  to  (uppatedaiit2^fnfral  ton/piracy  ex j^ed, 
'  foe  which  undoubtedly  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  foundation, 
the  guilt  of  Hardy  was  a  mere  inevitable  corollary,  and 
certainly  it  was  i  lor,  take  out  the  correfpondence  of  Hardy 
•  from  tKie  evidence,  and  the  iii4iole  fabric  vaaiflied  like  an  en- 
••chantment.  He  was  fecretary  of  the  moft  aAive  and  bold 
fociety ;  he  was,  in  hSt^  its  founder  ;  he  compofed  its  origi- 
nal inftttution  i  he  was  the  firft  mover  to  the  Convention  in 
Scotland ;  he  waa  the  firft  mover,  alfo,  to  the  holding  of  that 
fecond  Convention,  ijie  confpiracy  to  hold  which  was  the 
charge  in  the  iadiftmcnt.  Whatever  was  done,  he  did: 
Whatever  was  knovm,  he  knew :  Whatever  waa  in  omtempb- 
tion,'he  contemplated.  If  ther&  was  a  confpiracy,  he  uu- 
queftionably  Gonipired* 

Mr.  Erflcine  fsud,  at  fell  to  his  lot  to  open  the  cafe  of  this 

then  unfortunate  man,  and,  if  he  had  known  what  he  ihou)d 

have  then  felt,  he  would  have  ihrunk  <  back  from  it ;  not  from 

the  difficulty  of  the  caie,^  for*  he  tl^ougbt  that  nothing  ^  biit 

for  the  load  of  prejudice  that  hung  about  it.   ^His  learned  co- 

. '  adjutor  and  hinuelf  having  the  fame  opintonsj  and  being  re- 

folved  to  purfue  the  fame  courie,  they  had  indeed  but  one^ 

and  that  was,  to  grapple  with  the  tMenoe  ojiht  am^racj  \  fdt 

•although  he  did  uot-rathly  and  m^Y  admit,  that  the  eftabliih- 

■MBt  of  (be  conipiracies-  ncccflafily  «4nvahfed  Hardy,  ^et  he 

>  never  iet  about  the  denial  of  it,  bec^ufe  thfie  were  lome  pro* 

pofitious  which  av  prudent  advocate  would  urg^ :  If  he  urged 

it, 


U^  h^  muft  haioe  loft  al}  credit  with  the  ho««ft  and  Judieiout 
men  who  were  to  decide  upojig^  bU  cii^.t'$.liff  nnd  de»^« 

Thi$  was  foT&uch  the  cafe,  that  th^  Cbiff  Jnftic^  in  fum- 
jning  up,  dividsd  the  caufe  iototwot^rgacbAa*  ^  it  had  betn 
before  divided  upon  tbaarginpeBts  for  admiltipg^bc  fividenoe.i 
^  told  the  jury,  that  the  principal  qile(iion,  wtd  wbkb  vw 
p  mere  unmixed  matter  effaSi  was  .(he .  qanfpiri^y  a$  charged^ 
and  Hardy's  (hare  in  it  \  and  after  having  fummed  up  the  pfr 
ft^a/.evidence,  he  fa^dt  .he  was  iorry  to  fay«  ibai»  if  that  evi- 
dence fatisfied  them  that  a  Copv^otioe  was  int^aded  tp  be  b^ 
for  the  purpofes  chaJcgfBd,  the  prifpoer  iUod  >n  W  Awf ul  pm* 
dicament  %   for  he  not  ^^If  A^oid  impliQaied  in  ^e  larg^  p<^lt 
joi  it,  but  that  it  had  been  butJeeUt  Uf^ed  by  his  Cmnfel  tJimt^k<  . 
jtvas  mt.    .The  Judge  iaid  true :  We  lo/bor^  cp  urge  it»  beqaiife 
we  knew  that  it  was  not  tenable  ground*     As  Utile  reUaa«e 
iiad  we  upon  the  law  as  we  dated  it ;  .for,  thoHgh  we  wete 
.firmly  convint^  (bat  the  defeiKe  Wa$  inv^lperafole  in  point  of 
•law,  not  only  by  the  (latute  but  even  by  ail  the  autboritisi, 
^yet  we  did  not  expe^  that  the  jury  would  preff  rour  ftateme^t 
?9S  Advocate^  to  the  judgment  pf  the  Court,  wh^tther  well  pr 
ill  founded;   bat  ,we  looked  tatbe  great  (beet-anchor  of  the 
caufe,  t;/z.  the  gro(s  fa^ehood  and  abfvdityof  thefupp^fed 
C0nfpixacy>  on^icb  we  reli^,.ai>d  pn  which  we  prevailed. 
The  jury,  after  retiring  a  very  jbort  time,  pronpupced  Mr. 
Jiardy  notguilty,  to  the  vsery  gciiaral  C»tisfa£^ion  of  ihc  Pvdb«- 
lie,  as  It  was  at  kail,  generally  underftpodf  aod  the  Cwrt  ad* 
journed  for  iomc  days^ 

On  the  trial  of  Mr.  Horfie  Tooke,  the  Cbif  f  Juftice,  fo  far 
from  bringing  iiUo  dpi>bt  or  c^i^too  ^Mb  propriety  of  the 
.former  ycrdi^,.  reminded  us  tb.at#.  in  poipt  of  ^chnical  £9rm, 
.the  verdi£l  fluould  be  proved.;  aad  «K>4iidg . visas  hinted  from 
^Bar  or  Bench,  that  there  ws^  the  fmalkft  caufe  of  diflatisfac* 
.lien* 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  being  of  the  ConftitutioDaL  Society,  moft 

of  tb/e  addreflcs  tp  Paine,  relative  tp  ¥;p9mty  wtre  brought 

,  Jaome  to  bim  ;   yet  they  were  fo.und  tp  be.  pcrfe£Uy  canGft«t 

.  with  fin  attachment  to  the  £ai:ma  of  pur  .f;o!vernmMt :    And 

why  were  they  .not  i     How  f;anjk;bei90oo£ftent  with  the  fob- 

JoA  of  a  free  go]Kernmei^t>  ijo  cmgratvyUte  another  nacion  for 

.averting  its  freedom,  thou^^  in  a  tdiiCbnular  forin  ?    When 

Iball  we  jpt  rid  of  Jsugb^ars,  which  are  €onjui»d  up  for  our 

i^^grace.and  pur  deilru^ipn  i 

[    The acquittalof  Mr. Tooke*  ihc  next f^,  was  a  moft  im- 
.jfortant  place  to  reft  in  the  matter  before  the  Houfe  ;   it  was  a 
neat^ra  in  iixe,  pro^ee^j^  in  bis.  own  opinion,  jquite  deci- 
j£v6  of  wh9 1  :^e  Hpi^fe  ^\){ht.  to  do  that  .day. 

In 
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Inorder  to'ftalte  what  was  done  with  pr^tfion,  diey  mtifl: 
look  firft  to  fee  ^iriio  the  perix>n«  indidled  were,  and  wliat  was 
the  dire&  evidence  agasnft  them. 

The  Attorney  General  had  properly  fixed  on,  as  defendants^ 
thofe  who  had  taken  a£live  fteps  as  members,  conferring  and 
co->operacrng  towards  the  holding  the  ConTention;  for  the 
only  perfons  comprehended  in  the  confyiracy  were  the  Mem* 
Ikts  abp^  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Secretary  to  thf 
Correfponding  Society; 

On  Mr.  Tooke's  acqvittaU  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr« 

Kydd,  and  Mr.  Bonney,  the  only  indited  membbrs  of  the 

Conftitutional  Society,  were  difeharged  by  content;  and  at 

Ihat  period  that  their  evidence  might  be  given  for  the  next 

-pnfoner.    On  what  principle  were  thefe  tour  gentlemen  dif«- 

charged  ?   Upon  two  principles  only :  By  two,  he  meant  two~ 

witling  together.    Firft,  That  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  houeftlf 

•and  jaftly  acquitted;  clfe  his  acquittal  generated  no  condi^ 

fion  in  favour  of  others,  who  ftood  in  a  fimilar  predicament. 

Secondly,    That  he    being  innocent,    tket  oonid  not  be 

.guilty.     And  the  reafon  was  obvious ;  for  they  were  engagedl 

in  the  fame  ob}e£k,  be  it  good  or  evil.     The  only  remaining 

priibners  under  this  indidfaneat,  were  Mr.  Thelwall,  and  the 

'Other  five  members  of  the  Correfponding  Sotiety,  vriio  weve 

members  of  the  fame  committee  of  co-operation*    And  oa 

the  trial  of  Mr.  Thelwall,  the  Chief  Juftice  found  the  4c« 

-quittal  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Tooke,  and. the  others  acquitted 

hf  confent,  direAiy  in  his  way :   He  faid,  thcOiief  Juftite-^^ 

for  none  of  the  jury,  nor  any  of  the  audiencti  ever  eittcr^ 

tained  a  moment's  doubt  on  any  part  of  the  cafe.     And  to 

he  fure;  theconfequence  of  the  acquittals  was  irrefiftible  :  For 

I10W  could  one  individual  be  confpiring  with  others  acquitted  f 

And  how  ccAdd  didr  innocence  and  his  guilt  ftand  confiilent  ? 

How  could  the  two  focieties  be  kinocent,  who .  appointed 

•  traiterotts  committees  for  traiterous  purpofes,  and  who  receiv* 

-'€d  traiterous  re)30rt8,  if  they  vifere  traiterous  i     And  how  could 

^   twelve  perfons  meet  for  the  exprefe  purpofe  of  fubverting  the 

'Government,  and  yet  6x  of  them  fliould  not  know  what  five 

t>{  the  others  contemplated  ?     And  yet  this  fliameful  farce  was 

Isept  up  at  an  expence  ruinous  to  individuals,  until  it  was 

feirly  beat  down  by  the  honeft  en tbufiafm  and  indi^anon  of  z 

yeople,  which  it  in  a  manner  roufed  as  from  a  deep  fleep.    ' 

It  only  remained  to  fee  how  all  diefb  proceedings  afieded  the 
cafe  before  die  Houfe.  They  hsrd  fufpended  the  Habeas. Cat'- 
pas  Ad  on  the  aflumed  exiAen^e,  on  ix  parte  nndmct^  of  a 
J^fic  c<^nfyiracy  detailed  with  the  greateft  accuracy;  aiad 
they'  had  fufpende4  it  for  the  purpofe  of  judiciKi*  trials.    They 
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lad  not  ooQTi£ted  one  man  in  En^^nd,  and  diqr  bad  made 
the  country  a  (bene  of  triumph  at  their  defeat  t — ^Did  they 
mean  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  to  go  on  with  new  piofecutions  to 
cftablifl)  this  oonfytracj  to  hold  a  Conventioy)  ?  If  they  faid  Tea, 
kt^hem  ftate  the  progrefs:  Who  were  the  criminsds  I  What 
were  their  numbers  f  And  why  are  they  not  now  .ready  for 
trial  ?  But  fuppofing  they  meant  to  go  on,  and  were  ftill  ttn» 
|irepared  for  trial»  the  Habeas  Corpus  h&  had  no  operationa 
on  treafon  which  would  afie£l  tlie  cafe :  If  they  were  not  readf 
for  trial  in  any  particular  cafe,  they  might  poftpone  the  trials 
«nder  the  wife  exception  in  the  Habeas  Corpus  A€ty  that  the 
prifoner  (hall  not  be  bailed  or  di(charged»  though  not  brought 
to  trial  in  the  ordinary  courfe^  provided  it  appears  upon  oath^ 
that  the  witne(res  for  the  Crown  are  abfent.  Suppofing*  there* 
foccj  that  individuals  wetr  ftill  fufpe£led  of  or  charged  with 
tceafon,  or  even  with  this  fpecific  treafon,  now  that  the  matter 
has  been  inveftigated,  why  could  they  not  be  proceeded  upoa 
.aec«»rdiiig  to  law,  without  a  total  fufpenfion  of  the  liberties  of 
che  whole  nation  i  Why  cannot  individuals  be  brought  in 
this  as  in  any  other  cafe  to  juftice,  without  arming  the 
Crown  with  a  dangerous  authority,  which  its  minifters  in  fome 
-of  the  ftages  of  tubordination  would  in  the  nature  of  things 
abttfe,  and  which  could  not  be  vindicated  upon  any  principle 
of  general  utility  or  (afety  ? 

He  could  not  help  tninking  that  this  argument  prefled 
more  than  is  conceded,  when,  notwithftanding  the  acquief* 
isenceof  the  Crown,  the  verdi£b,  without  being  conftitutionalty 
queftioned,  were  fought  to  be  difcredited;  and  becaufe  that 
could  not  be  done  with  efieft,  the  very  trial  by  jury  itfelf  was 
to  fae  brought  into  difrcputc.  The  Hon.  (rcntleman  who  had 
fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Windham),  inftead  of  fpeaking  to  the  quedion^ 
had  deliberately  defended  himfelf  againft  the  attacks  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  (eemed  to  think  every  body  boiind  to  fubfcribe 
to  his  acquittal  upon  his  bare  word :  For  he  had  called  no  wit- 
nefles,  not  even  to  his  chara£ler,  which  was  his  principal  de- 
fence. He  did  not  wilh  to  queftion  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  de- 
fence, even  under  thefe  circumftances.  How  much  more 
then  (hould  ke  refpe£t  the  cafes  of  men  who  had  called  wit- 
neiles,  and  who  had  been  acquitted  by  their  country !  He  was 
!  forry,  he  faid,  to  (ee  thefe  peeviih  obfervations  in  that  place, 
not  becaufe  they  aflre£^d  the  trial  by  jury,  the  value  of  which 
'  was  too  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  every  Englifliman  to  be 
impaired  by  any  obfervations,  but  becaufe  it  brought  the  Houfe 
of  ()ommons  into  difrepute,  which  was  already  but  too  much 
funk  in  the  eftimation  of  the  people.  Xhis  confideration, 
he  faid,led  to  the  only  remaining,  topic— the  policy  of  rcje^- 
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ing  this  IttotJori;  WaSthis  h  time,  he  Caic),  for  us  to  affront  and 
tc»ze  the  people  with  groiindlefs  jcalouGes  ?  We,  their  fcr- 
vants  and  reprefentafives — if  we,  inftead'of  fitting' here  the' 
popular  branch  of  the  goverrfment '  to  protc£t  them,  chftrp;c 
th'em  with  vague,  unfounded  confpiracies,  take  care  that  'the 
charge  is  not  reverberated  ort  us*.  Above  all,  let  us  attend  with* 
prudence  to  the'prefcnt  calamitc/us  conjuncture  :  If  in  confc- 
quence  your  enemies,  whom  you  afFeft  to  defplfe,  with  whom 
you  will  not,  whom  it  feems  you  cannot  treat  with — if  they' 
fliouldy  as  perhaps  they  may  be  in  a  (hott  fcafon  upon  our 
coails  to  invade  us — if  the  prefentfyftem  continues,  who  is  to 
defend  the  country  ?  Who  but  tftts  infulted  people  whom  you 
caTurtiniate.^  The  people  only  can  do  it,  and  they  only  ^ill  do- 
it, as  they  feel  an  intereft  worth  the  exertion.  Let  the  Ri;;ht 
Hon.*Girntfeman  attend  to  the  maxtm,  happily  exprefled  by* 
the  poet  and  no  lels  happily  applied  by  his  great  father  to  the* 
cafe  of  alienated  America :  ' 

**  Be  to  their  virtues  very  kind. 

Be  ;o  their  faults  a  little  blind  ;   .     .    ,  t 

Let  all  their  ways  be  uiiconfm'd,           "  .               , 

And  clap  your  padlock  on  the  mind/'  ,  . ,.             . 

Mr.  Serjeant  ^r/^:r  f \id,  that  the  fubjeft  then  under  the  con-  " 
fideration  of  the  Houfe,  was  one  upon  which  the  public  opr-' 
nibn  had  been  much  nliflcd,  and  refpcfting  whicli,  great  mif- 
conception  had  prevailed.     It  wa$  nlmofl  univerfally  believed' 
out  of  doors,   that  the   whole  of  the  Habeas  C:irpus  Ac^  was" ' 
fufpended,  and  that  every  man  was  at  the  entire  mercy  of  tlie 
miniiler.     This  was  by  no  means  the  faft ;  there  was  only 
imz  c\a\i('c  of  ihc  Hiueas  Corpus  h(k  fufpcnded,  the   reft   was' 
in  lull  force,  and  m  every  other  cafe,  except  in  a  charge  of 
treafon,  a  man  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  Aft.     Any  man  wlio  ' 
might  happszn  to  be  taken  up  and  confined  by  minifters,  if  he 
could  make  it  appear  in  a  court  of  jullicc  that  there  was  no 
probable  caufe  for  the  imprifonment,  would  be  as  much  en- 
titled to  recover  dama;res  for  the  injury  he  had  luilained,  r.s  if 
no  part  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  had   ever  been  fui^cnded. 
He  was  not  much  furprifed    that    i'lirerate    men  fbould  be 
miftaken  upon  the  fubjcft;  nor  was  hr  furpfifed^hat  defign- ' 
ing  men  made  it  a   ground  of  cl  pr.nur,  as  they  would  upon  ' 
every  occafion  which  they  thouglit  they  could  ufe  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  impeding  the  opcritiofts  of  Govemmenf,  but  he  con- 
feflVd  he   was  rather  allonifhed  to  hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  * 
who  fpoke  firft,   fall  bito  all  the  common-plate  declamation 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and  endeavour  to  reprcfcnt  a  panial  aimX 
temporary  fufpeufion  of  one  claufe  of  the  Aft,  as  a  final,  re- 
Voi- 1.  B  b  peal 
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peal  of  the  whole.  The  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  who 
had  juft  fat  down,  had  not,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  fallen  inta 
the  fame  error  *,  his  extenfive  kn^wledg^  of  the  law,  and  hi» 
known  candour,  would  not  fufier  him  fo  make  ftich  a  mifre- 
prefentation ;  but  he  had  advanced  fucb  opinions  refpeSing 
the  trials,  which  had  been  fo  often  alluded  to,  as  called  upon 
him  for  fbmc  obfcrvations  by  way  of  reply.— The  Houfe  was> 
by  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  called  upon  to  aifent 
to  a  propofirion  of  a  very  important  nature,  and  he  wasfure^ 
before  Gentlemen  gave  their  aifent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  thef 
would  require  very  ftrong  and  fubftantial  grounds  to  be  laid 
before  them  in  juftification  of  fuch  a  proceeding.  The  iirft 
oueftion  to  be  confidered  was,  what  were  the  exifting  circum- 
nances  at  the  piefent  moment,  which  rendered  it  expedient 
to  withdraw  from  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government 
that  power  which  Parliament  had  thought  proper  to  entruft  it 
with  ?  He  would  not  enter  into  a  confideration  of  the  motives 
which  firft  induced  Parliament  to  fufpend  the  operations  of 
this  Bill ;  it  was  fufficient  to  obfcrve,  that  the  grounds  laid  be* 
fore  the  Houfe  trfien  minifters  aiked  for  this  increafe  of 
power,  were^  fatisfaiQory  to  a  large  majority  of  the  Houfe^ 
and  to  none  more  clearly  fo  than  to  himielf. 

It  would,  the  Scrjeaht  faid,  be  prefumption  in  him  to  attempt 
to  defend  a  meafure  which  had  been  fandioned  by  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the 
motion,  and  the  Learned  Gentleman  who  fupported  him,  had 
refted  the  whole  of  their  cnfe  upon  the  acquittal  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  had  been  indi£lcd  and  tried  for  high  treafon.  He 
had  a  right  therefore  to  infer,  that  no  other  ground  exifted, 
or  it  would  have  been  urged  by  one  or  other  of  thofe  Hon* 
Gentlemen.  If  then  he  could  fliew  to  the  Houfe,  which  he 
\vas  fure  he  could,  that  thofe  acquittals  made  no  alteration  in 
the  i^ate  of  the  que  (lion,  the  arguments  and  the  motion  of  the 
Hon.'  Gcnt!eman  muft  fall  to  the  ground!  He  had  expected,. 
th.it. ivlicn  fuch  a  motion  was  brought  forwardy  Gentlemen 
wouKl  have  come  tlown  to  the  Houfe  furniihed  with  proofs,  or 
at"  IciiH.  wlih  aTLUimcnts,  to  ihew  that  the  confpiracy  which. 
was  proved  to  have  exifted,  was  now  no  more ;  that  the  various 
focictiL^i  had  fern  and  acknowledged  their  error,  and  had  de- 
termined to  atoi.e  for  their  former  tranfcreflions,  by  fteady  at- 
tacliment  in  futurctothe  trueprinciplesof  the conftitution under 
which  they  lived.  Was  any  thing  like  this  proved,  or  even  at- 
tempted to  be  proved  ?  Nothing  like  it  5  every  thing  was  refted 
upon  tlie  fimple  facl  of  the  acquittals.  He  was  much  aftonifh- 
ed,  upon  this  as  well  as  upon  a  former  occafion,at  the  language 
whidi  had  been  held  by  dificrcnt  Gentlemen  as  to  the  cffcSt 

of 
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;  of  a  vcrdia  of  Not  Guilty^  by  a  jury.  The  Learned  Serjeant 
faid,  he  ever  would  refpcdi  the  vcrdidl  of  a  jury }  but  no  man, 
who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  what  pafled  daily  in  the  xri- 
miual  courts,  or  was  at  all  converfant  in  the  principles  upon 
which  the  criminal  law  of  England  was  founded,  would  for  4 
moment  contend,  wh«n  a  man  was  acquitted  by  a  jury,  that  it 
followed,  as  a  neccflary  and  inevitable  confequcnce,  that  he 
was  a£tually  an  innocent  man,  and  that  he  could  again  enter 
into  fociety,  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  a  man  upon  whom 
no  fufpicion  ever  attached*  It  was  true,  that  to  all  legal  pur- 
pofes  he  was  an  innocent  man  ;  his  life  was  fafe,  his  property 
was.fafe,'and  he  could  never  -again  be  brought  upon  trial  for 
the  fame  fa£t.  It  was  a  principle,  and  a  humane  one,  and 
verv  properly  laid  down  on  the  late  trials,  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice,  that  where  any  doubt  exifted  in  the  minds  of  the  jury, 
they  (hould  acquit  the  prifoner.  Iii  cafes  where  the  life  of  a 
man  was  at  flake,  the  humanity  of  juries  always  led  them  to 
give  this  principle  its  full  force.  The  fituation  of  a  jury  in  a 
criminal  and  in  a  civil  cafe  were  extremely  different — in  the 
one  cafe,  they  have  nothing  to  induce  them  to  depart  from  the 
ftrid  rules  of  juftice ;  in  the  other,  they  had  the  influence  of 
the  principle  he  had  juft  mentioned  5  they  had  their  own  cpm- 
paflionate  feelings  towards  a  fellow-creature  looking  up  to 
them  for  life  and  death.  Thefe  were  ftrong  motives,  God  for- 
bid he  (hould  fay  they  were  not  juftifiable  ones,  to  incline 
juries  to  mercy.  The  declaration  of  the  law,  that  it  is  better 
that  twenty  guilty  men  efcape  than  one  innocent  man  fufiPer^ 
was  founded  equaDy  in  juftice  and  in  mercy  -,  but  i^  tended 
to  (hew  how  po(IibIe  it  was  for  men  to  efcape  puni{hment  who 
had  no  prctenfiohs  to  innocence.  It  appeared  to  him  rather  a 
fiew  do£lrine,  that  the  verdicts  of  juries  ought  never  to  be  in- 
vciftigated:  That  pofition  he  thought  totally  incompatible 
with  the  law  and  conftitution  of  England.  When  he  ftated 
"what  he  believed  could  not  be  denied  from  the  higheft  to  the 
.  loweft  perfon  in  any(ituation  of  the  executive  government. 
Parliament  had  an  undoubted  power  to  invefligatc  and  arraign 
their  condwd.  But  this,  though  they  could  ^o  it  when  ne- 
ceflary,  he  did  not  fay  was  neceflary  now.  If  the  vcrdift  of  a 
jury  once  given  was  to  be  confidercd  as  abfolutely  final  and  ir- 
revocable, what  became  of  the  fupcrintending  power  of  Par- 
liament ?  What  fecurity  had  the  people  againft  packed  juries*-' 
againft  corrupt  judges— or  againft  oppreflive  miniflers?  Cer- 
tainly none,  if  the  controul  and  check  of  Parliament  were 
once  taken  away  from  the  courts  of  juftice. — It  was  pcrfedjy 
*true,  that  to  impeach  the  uprightnefs  of  a  judge,  or  the  in- 
^^rity  of  a  jury,  upon  flight  and  frivolous  grounds,  would  be 

3  b  a  highly 
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highly  indecent  and  improper;  but  where  a  ftrong  cafe  occur- 
red, it  was  not  only  the  riglit,  but  the  duty,  of  a  Member  of 
Parliament  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Lepjiflaturc  to  it.— • 
He  thought  he  had  faid  enough  to  controvert  the  general  pro- 
pofition  of  the  innocence  being  complete  after  acquittal ;  but 
though  it  was  not  complete  really,  it  was  legally  fo,  and  freed 
them  from  thofe  confcqucnccs  and  puniihments  to  which  guilty 
perfons  were  fubjedl  j  acquittal  amou^.ited  to  this  and  no  more  ^ 
for  ftill  every  man  who  reads  the  evidence  upon  a  criminal 
trial,  whatever  the  veroicl  of  the  jury  may  be,  muft  be  a 
judge  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  perfon  tried.— He 
could  not  admit  another  point,  which  the  Hon-  Gentleman 
had  (laced  and  dwelt  upon :  It  was,  that  the  verdi£t  of  tfaefe 
juries  had  been  made  up  from  one  of  thefc  premifes — either 
that  they  had  miftaken  the  cafe  and  the  law,  that  there  was  a 
failure  of  evidence  to  prove  the  fafts  alleged  againil  the  in- 
dividuals, or  that  no  fuch  confpir^cy  as  was  charged  in  the  in- 
di£lment  ever  exifted  at  all.  His  Learned  and  Hon.  Friend 
had  infiflcd  much  on  this  head;  he  did  not  know  what  op- 
portunities his  Learned  Friend  might  have  of  knowing  upon 
what  particular  grounds  thefe  juries  gave  their  vcrdifts ;  he 
did  not  pretend  to  know  ;  but  if  afked,  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  from  any  of  the  grounds  dated.     It  had  been  properly 

,  faid,  the  firft  thing  dated  in  the  indiftn>cnt  was,  thccxidcnce 
of  aconfpiracy;  and  the  next,  the  attaching  the  crimtnality 
of  that  confpiracy  to  the  individual.  Npw  he  would  a(k  thofe 
Hon.  Gentlemen,  who  infided  that  the  firft  propofition  was 

..  not  made  out  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  court  and  jury,  whether 
they  think  that  the  judges  would  have  gone  on :    Certainly. 

.not;  for  the  crown  lawyers  having  failed  in  making  out  their 
major  propolition,  the  confpiracy,  would  they  not  have  ftoppcd 

.here,  and  not  proceeded  to  try  individuals  upon  a  charge  in  an 

^indiftment,  which  charge  was  found  to  be  entirely  groundlels, 
and  not  to  be  fupported  ?  But  he  denied  that  this  was  the 
cafe ;  for,  not  only  the  judges  confidered  the  confpiracy  charg- 
ed in  the  indi(£lnient,  as  made  out;  but  the  jury,  on  one  of 
the  trials,  where  the  evidence  was  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
that  went  before,  were  out  an  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes  be- 
fore they  gave  a  vcrdidl  that  the  individual  was  not  guilty  of 
being  concerned  in  that  confpiracy.*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
faid,  that,  if  thofe  who  were  tried  were  guilty,  he  would  fup- 

,pofe,  that  thofe  who  were  not  tried  were  equally  fo  :  And  why 
w.ere  the  trials  dropped  ?  Perhaps,  in  his  own  opinion,  they 
xniglit  be  all  guilty;  "but  that  was  not  the  queftion  now  before 
them.  He  infided  that  Parliament  was  not  to  be  dirci^ed  or 
led  by  the  vcrdldts  of  juries.    He  declaimed  at  length  on  tl>e 
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nature  of  high  treafan,  and  what  might  be  faid  to  be  overt- 
a£ls»  under  the  ft^ute  of  Edward  III.;  but  this  he  confulercd 
as  not  falling  within  the  cognizance  of  the  iurieSi  .aiid  was  for 
the  court  to  determine,  upon  authority!  which  alone  ouglit  to 
regulate  their  decifion,  and  which  had  been  uniform  in  ex- 
.|>laining  thib  law,  from  the  time  of  Lord  Coke  down  to  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Eyre.  One  part  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
fpeech  who  fpoke  firft,  fecmed  to  him  to  contain  a  fort  of  flur 
upon  grand  juries^  he  hoped  he  mifunderdood  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, becaufe  he  conceived  the  office  of  a  grar^l  jury  to  be 
Jieariy  as  ufeful  and  effenilal  as  that  of  a  petit  jury.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  that  the  finding  a  bill  of  indidment  by 
a  grand  jury  afToided  no  prefumption  of  guilt  againfl  the  per* 
fon  charged  with  a  crime,  or  at  lead  a  very  flight  prefumption. 
In  the  prefent  inftance,  tlie  finding  of  the  bill  by  the  grand 
jury,  though  it  was  upon  ex  parte  evidence*  at  lead  proved 
that  they  thought  there  was  fufficient  evidence  of  the  general 
confpiracy,  for  they  mud  have  been  fatisfied  of  that  fact  be- 
fore they  could  find  the  bills.  And  they  mud  alfo  have  been 
fatisfied  there  was  probable  prefumption  againd  the  parties  ac- 
cufed,  or  thfey  would  not  have  been  J u dined  in  fending  them 
to  trial.  But  he  begged  the  Houfc  (erloufly  to  confider  what 
the  refult  of  the  Hun.  Gentleman's  argument  really  was,  v/z. 
that  a  verdid  by  jury  was  entitled  to  more  weight  than  the 
folemn  determination  pf  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  that 
not  upon  Wv/3  t^or^  evidence,  but  upon  wTitten  documents.^ 
with  all  his  refpe<a  for  juries,  he  could  not  think  their  det^r- 
.minationin  fuch  a  cafe  equal  to  the  colleftive  wifdom  of  Par- 
liament. The  Learned  and  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  \dAy 
admitted,  that  in  the  cafe  of  Hardy,  there  were  thrr?e  propo- 
fitions  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  jury,  vt%,  the  ^x- 
idenceof  the  general  confpiracy;  the  law,  as  applying  to  the 
.general  datemcnt  of  facl;  and  the  particular  part  which  the 
prifoner  took  in  the  confpiracy;  and  yet  that  Gentleman  mod 
confidently  aflerts,  that  it  was  upon  the  fird  of  thcfc  grounds 
that  the  jury  founded  their  acquittal.  What  means  that 
I^earned  Gentleman  or  his  client  had  of  knowing  the  private 
fentiments  of  the  jury,  he  did  not  know;  but  he  atUrmcd  that 
it  was  almod  impolfiblc  for  a  man,  judginji  of  ihvlr  motives 
merely  from  what  paficd  openly  in  court,  to  agree  with  the 
Learned  Gentleman.— 'It  v/as  perfedly  clear,  that  the  jury 
might  acquit  the  prifuner  upon  any  of  the  three  grounds  ft;iicd 
to  them  from  the  Bench ;  why  then  were. the  Houfc  to  fup^ 
'pofe  tl>e  vcidift  of  the  jury  v/as  founded  upon  their  dlib^lief 
of  the  exidcnce  of  the  confpiracy?  if  that  had  bcv-n  the 
foundation  of   their  opinion,  they  would  have   doppal  ^he 
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coub(c1  tor  the  Crown  when  thejr  had  finifhed  their  evidence 
of  the  general  confpiraqr,  and  were  g^jng  into  evidence  of 
the  panicnlar  guilt  of  the  prilbner.  TliCf  would  have  faid, 
Getitlemeni  you  need  not  give  yourfelves  an?  farther  trouble, 
becaofe  we  are  noc  convinced  mat  any  confpiracy  at  all  ex- 
ifted.  The  Learned  Gentleman  had  thoueht  it  neceffary  to 
have  recourfe  to  an  argument  upon  this  occauon,  which  he  did 
not  (hink  proper  to  ufe  at  the  trial,  vrs.  his  admiflion  tlut  Hardy 
was  implicated  in  every  part  of  the  confpiracy,  if  the  confpiracy 
€fCT  exifted*. 

If  the  Houfe  (hould  be  of  opinion,  that  there  ^as  fufficient 
proof  of  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy,  he  would  leave  the 
Learned  Gentleman  ail  the  fruits  of  his  argument.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  cited  the  names  of  many  perfonages  of  diftinc- 
tion,  who  had  attended  meetings  for  the  purpofes  of  obtaining 
a  Reform  in  Parliament,  and  had  argued  that  there  was  nothing 
illegal  in  fuch  conduA.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  need  not  have 
taken  fo  much  pains  to  prove  fo  plain  a  propofition.'  Men  had 
»  mod  undoubtedly  a  right  to  aifemble  for  a  Reform,  provided 
they  confined  themfelves  within  the  bounds  prefcribed  by  law 5  ^ 
iNit  there  was  a  material  difference  between  meeting  fairly  and 
lioneftly  to  obtain  a  Reform,  and  making  that  a  pretext  to 
cover  dangerous  intentions  againft  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom. 

.  Whether  thefe  focieties  really  meant  nothing  more  than  a 
Reform  in  Parliament,  the  Houfe  would  collet  from  their 
own  declarations.  The  Norwich  fociety  refer  die  world  for  an' 
explanation  of  their  opinions  to  their  /iterary  reprefeniatives^  to 
ufe  their  own  language.  Thefe  reprefentatWes  are  Mr. 
ThoraasPainc  and  Mr.  Jod  Barlow.  Do  the  writings  of  thcfc^ 
men  contain  any  thing  about  a  Reform  in  Parliament  .^— No,' 
they  declaim  againft  Monarchy  and  Ariftocracy  in  general.  If 
m  Parliamentary  Reform  had  been  their  objeft,  why  enter  into 
a  corrcfpondencc  with  France  ?  Was  there  any  pattern  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  produced  there,  that  they  wifhed  to  adopt  ? 
could  they  find  there  any  model  upon  which  they  were  to  im- 
prove the  Britifli  conftitution  ?  or  did  they  expc^  affiftance 
from  France,  to  enable  them  to  bring  about  the  Reform  they 
wanted  ?  At  that  time  they  addrefled  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
fronithcm  they  took  all  their  plans:  Why  did  they  not  addrefs 
tueJNsitionai Convention,  the  ruling  power  of  France.?  The 
T^i!!?  ?!i  ^^V'  ^'^^'^  '^»^'  *^^^^"^^  ^^^  revolution  was  not 
S  TK-  ^l  '^'''  ^""^^''^  ^^^y  ^'^^^^^  >  ^^«^«  ft»"  remained  a 
wrcn\h?K^«'PP^^^^  ^^^^y••  S^^^fterthe  loth  of  Aiiguft, 
Sconvefe  they  thought  proper  to  addrefs 

^  ^~^«tian,  and  ftated  themlelves  and  France  to  be  united 

and 
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and  engaged  in  ibe  fan^ie'caufe  ;  but  what  way  |bc  caitfe^of 

Britifh  fubjefts,  endeavouring  to  procure,  hj  cooftitutional 
means,  a  Reforfn  in  ^aHiament,  was  blended  with  that  linardi)^ 
and  confufion  that'brought  on  the  deftru£lion  of  that  ilt^fated 
country,  be  le/t  the  Houfe  to  determine*  In  (hort^  from  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  it  was  clear  that  Parliamentairf 
Refprm  was  only  a  mere  colour  or  veil  to  cover  the  moft  de«< 
tellable  and  treafonable  pra&ices,  and  this>  he  coofidered  to.be 
the  cafe  with  all  the  other  affiliated  focieties  over  the  kincdom^ 
except  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peoplcy  many  Mem- 
hfTs  of  which  he  highly  refpeded»  and  believed  their  objedt 
to  Ic  .vhat  they  fairly  ftated  it  to  be.  The  focieties  of  Man- 
chcftcr,  of  Nottingham,  of  Derby,  of  Sheffield,  of  Birming-. 
ham,  &c.  all  refer  to  the  fame  reprefentatives.  If  any  thing 
more  was  wanting  to  prove  the  defigns  of  tbofe  focieties,  let: 
the  Houfe  look  at  their  addrefs  to  the  Jacobin  Club.  That 
was  previous  to  the  abolition  of  Monarchy  in  France,  but  the 
Jacobins  had  even  then  given  pretty  ftrong  proofs  of  their  ui« 
t^ntion  of  depofing  their  King. 

After,  the  glorious  tenth  of  Auguft,  when  the  Convention 
dethroned  their  Sovereign,  then  the  focieties  in  England 
thought  the  Convention  worthy  of  being  written  to,  then  they. 
profefiTed  that  there  was  a  comn^on  caufe  between  them^-^ijl 
this  prove  their  intention  was  merely  a  Parliamentary  Referm^ 
br  did  it  not  rather  ibew  a  determined  refolucion  of  fubverting 
the  Government  of  this  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  tntrodu^ 
cfng  the  wild  and  deftru£tive  theories  of  the  French  ? 

If  (liU  further  proof  was  required,  he  wiihed  the  Houfe  to 
look  over  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Convention  }  thej 
would  find  a  fecret  committee  appointed,  who  wen  inftrufled 
to  afTemble  delegates  upon  particular  emergencies,  one  o£: 
which  was  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  bv  the  French.  What  bad  an 
invafion  by  the  French  to  do  with  men  who  were  peaceably 
purftting  a  plan  of  Reform  ? — ^was  it  a  tinie  to  talk  about  a  • 
Reform  when  the  French  were  in  the  kingdom  ?— He  neat 
went  over  the  refolutions  of  different  meetings  held  in  London» 
in  January  1 794,  one  of  which  began  with  ftating  that  the  law 
ceafes  to  be  obeyed^  when  it  becomes  oppreffive,  and  that  ty* 
ranny  is  to  be  refilled  with  force,  &c.  from  which  he  endeav^pP^ 
ed  to  prove  the  practices  that  exifted  at  that  time  to  be  hi^iy 
dangerous  to  the  (late,  and  requiring  the  greateft  vigilance  on 
the  |>art  of  the  Executive  Government^  that  the  Li^giflature  waa 
Overawed,  and  the  general  confpiracy  and  other  charges  fornv- 
ing  the  major  propolition  of  the  indi^lment,  were  clearly  and 
indifputably  proved.  Some  Gentlemen  had  complained  much 
of  others  for  fo  frequently  recurring  to  the  example  rf  France  . 

as 
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as  a  warning  to  thi«  country  :  He  faw  no  harm  in  doing  fo ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  fliould  be  rurprifc.d  if  it  was  not  often  done,  for 
when  we  had  before  our  eyes  the  effeils  produced  in  France 
from  the  revolutionary  fyilemi  it  was  certainly  much  better  to 
hold  out  that  country  as  an  example  for  warning  than  for 
imitation)  as  thofe  innocent  enthufiads  in  their  zeal  for  Reform 
wifhed  to  make  it.  He  concluded  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length  j  by  wifhing  theHoufe  to  decide,  not  by  any  argun\ents  of 
hisf  fo  much  as  from  the  different  circumftances  which  he  had 
called  to  thctr  rccoUef^ion,  circumflances  that  proved  the  nc- 
ce(Gty  for  this  la^  lafl  year,  and  which  were  not  in  any  degree 
changed  at  this  time  fo  much  as  to  induce  them  to  repeal  it 
from  any  arguments  they  had  heard. 

* ,  Afr.  Fjx  ididj  tliat,  it  a  ftranger  to  the  ruks  of  proceeding 
in  that  Houfc  had  liftened  to  the  fpc^ch  juft  delivered,  he' 
would  have  thought  he  had  heard  a  learned  Serjeant  pleading 
for  a  new  trial,  an  inflammatory  orator  exciting  to  war,  by  a 
declamation  on  the  ftateof  France  ;  or  an  admirer  of  the  con- 
ftitution  oppofing  fome  motion  for  altering  the  government ; 
but  it  would  never  have  come  into  his  head  that  the  fpeaker 
was  attempting  to  prove  the  neceflity  or  the  ufe  of  continuing 
the  fufpeiifion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A€t.  On  this,  which 
was  in  fa£l  the  whole  queftion  in  difpute,  not  one  word  had 
been  faid  by  his  Learned  Frieiid.  Whenever  the  repeal  of  that 
fufpenfion  was  propofed,  the  proof  lay  all  on  the  fide  of  mi- 
niftcrsi  for,  if  they  could  not  prove,  that  to  continue  the  fuf- 
penfion was  abfolutcly  neceflary,  it  ought  not  to  be  continued ' 
for  a  moment.  They  were  bound  to  do  more ; — they  were 
bound  to  prove  that  it  was  ufcful.  But  of  what  ufe  could  they 
now  prove  it  to  be ;  or  what  good  purpofe  could  they  fliew 
to  be  anfwcrcd  by  it  ?  Had  they  difcovcred  a  new  treafonablcT 
confptracy  ?  or,  having  failed  in  their  firft  attempt  to  prove 
trcafon,  did  they  know  of  any  new  perfons  fit  to  be  taken  up 
on  the  oKl  plot,  and  on  whom  a  fccond  experiment  might  be 
tnadc  with  better  hope  of  fuccefs  ?  It  had  been  aflccd,  where- 
in the  difference  confilteH,  between  the  ftateof  the  country 
when  the  Sufpenfion  Aa  was  paffed,  ami  its  prefent  ftatc  ?— 
It  confiftcd  in  this,  that  miniders  had  prolecuted  the  perfons 
whom  they  confidered  as  the  princii3als  in  the  alleged  con- 
Jpii^cy  i  tliat,  with  rcfpea  to  fomes  they  had  failed  in  efta- 
bh{hmg  the  charge,  and,  with  rcfped  to  others,  declined 
proceeding  They  were  now  ciilled  upon  to  fay  what  objeft 
they  expccled  to  obtain,  by  continuing  the  fufpenfion— for 
their  o'd  ob:ca  was  gone.  Would  ihcy  fay,  that  ihey  had 
profecutcd  the  wrong  p.rfons  •,  that  the  confpiracy  cxlilcd,  aU 
though  tlK.y  had  been  mift^kcii  as  to  vvho  were  the  coufpira- 
^  tors ; 


tors »  »}d  thai  they  mciint  ftill  to^go  oa  proTecuung  ?  They 
cpuld  OQft  i^y  fp  \  fgr  the  c0^6^  of  the  v^rdi<^9  of  Nof  Guilty^ 
s|t  leaft  ihfi  pmMeotial  tffpiiy  a$  $ip(|}f;ared  hy  their  owq  con- 
4u.£lf  w^  dDa(iu>t  afiogle  pfsrfon  was  now  under  profecution 
on  ^count  of  thfi  fuppofcd  cpnfpiriicy.  It  was  unworthy  of 
.  this  J:;alienta  of  ;his  JUarned  Serjeant  to  attempt  influencing  the 
iloufes  by  arguing  as  if  it  were  intended  to  fet  up  the  de- 
(Ctfion  of  a  jury  a^  pai:a9lount  to  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
"V/ias  jthc  fufii^n/ioii  oif  thlp  H^bios  Corpus  K(k  a  question  of 
ffpu^i  Ic^^U^n  i  He  feared  it  was  i  £or»  from  what  he 
n^ibpzti;  tf^fiiyzs  tooapparei>t  an  intention  to  render  |c 
fierpp^uaL  Bvl:,  pn  a  particular  cale,  which  Parliament^  by 
wji)^  foone  thought  fttfictent  ground  for  a  tcmporziy  meafur^^ 
^d  beei|  in4)}^^  to  adopts  ^ould  it  at  all  derogate  froni  fifcix, 
i^wnjity  10  yicM  to  the  deqifip^i  of  juricSf  perhaps  pore  in  the 
p^it  of  ipyeftigating  evidjejiq?)  aod  better  iitted  to  examine 
^i^  4ccide.9n  idjRs^  .and  with  more  evidence  before  them  ?-t- 
lyitfi  the  Learued  Serjeant  he  did  not,  in  9ne  point  of  view, 
ji^ve  tf>  contex^i  heci^ufe  there  was  no  mau  for  whom  perfon* 
^yt  wd\Q|i  account  jof  his  conftitutional  principles  oh  mo/1: 
/uhjeQfi,  he  felt  oaare  tfifyc£\»  and  few  men  poiTeflcd  greater 
|l9)prers  pf  re^Q^mg.  But,  in  smother  point  of  view,  hclovoi 
fp  conteud  yfJiii  h.iw»  bt^X^aufe  in  general  he  ftated  his  adverfa*- 
jqi^s  surgufi^Ut/^rfy.  Hence  the  argument  of  the  Learned 
^ijcs^i  a<U  Uiat  pf  his  Learned  Friend  (Mr.  Erfklne),  asr 
^ted.hiyhu^j  w^eisehy  no  means  ancoimpatibley  and  .both  went 
^  f4<9:  Jto  6;^ortthe  motion.  The  jurv  s^cquitted  Hardy> 
JtUhe/  bcc9kU&  Jiihey  did  not,  jfind  a  ^treafoiiablc  confpiracy  made 
.cilt  hy  the  eyidflPce,  ox  hecaufe  they  did  not  iind  that  Hardv 
ys^iimrficated  inihe  confpixacy.  He  would  therefore  conteridi 
!jf\th  w.  E]$04^j  that  theyjacquitted  him  on  the  fqrmer  reafon. 
Wbj  ?— fiecaufe  all  the  plapors  alluded  to  by  <«hfr  Learned  Set- 
je^fit  wete^ued  by  Hardy,  or  Wought<hoqieto  hini  as  a  par- 
Ay  ;  and  if  Jhe  jury  h^Ueyt^d  that  tho&  papers  contained  proofs 
of  .treafoPf  .they  could  be  under  no  difficulty  in  finding  th^t 
Hardy  was.an  acqom{dice  in  that  tteafon.  Whioh  w^s  it  more 
^fy  to  imagioe,  th^t  ^e  jury  did  not  think  the  papers  amount- 
^  tp  pvopf  of  4iteafon ;  or  that  .they  could  not^  Vead  Hardy*s 
.moiB  91  tine  lioltom  pf  chem  i  -  The  Learned  Serj^nt,  in  a 
jrpQei;^^^  ebil^icalculated.to  ihew.the  treafon.contamed  in  thofe 
*paper/b  appealed  :ffom  the  jury  to  the  Houfe:—'<  Here,*^  faik 
Mr.  FpH,  ."  let  me  ^ adore  the  Trial  by  Jury  !  When  this 
^^ch  w^mi^to  apother  jury  (ThelwaU's),  afpeech  which 
,l^s  h<QCP  tonight  received  with  fuch  plaudits,  that  we  feemed 
nmif  .W  ped^sjn  finUntiaihy  it  was  anfwered  with  a  cold  No/ 
fiwUj.  Suchnrpuld  l^axi^bfienmy  verdift,  had  1  been  in  their 
.     Vol,  I.  Cc  place; 
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place  :--4}uch  will  ever  be  the  jadgment  of  men,  confoltbi^ 
their  confcience  and  not  their  pafftons.  But  fucb  is  the  par- 
tiality of  the  Learned  Gentleman  for  his  own  chain  of  reafon«» 
ing,  that  be  will  rather  believe  the  jory  blind  to  the  name  o£ 
Hardy  at  the  bottom  of  the  papers  he  figned,  than  deaf  to  his 
'argoment  diat  thefe  papers  wece  foil  of  treafen/'  Mr.£r<« 
tktne,  he  contended,  had  renounced  no  part  of  what  he  niaHi<* 
tained  as  the  law  of  treafon,  on  the  trials.  But  it  was  faid^  he 
had  not  reftcd  the  defence  on  that  alone,  which,  if  tmey 
would  have  been  conclofive ;  if  he  had  omitted  any  point  that 
could  be  urged,  he  would^  in  fuch  a  cafe,  have  failed  in  bis 
duty  to  his  clients.  It  was  faid  from  the  Bench,  that  the  ar- 
gument of  Hardy's  not  being  implicated  in  the  oonfpiracy^ 
fuppofmg  the  confpiracy  to  be  proved,  had  been  but  little  re* 
lied  upon  by  his  Counfei  ;  a  ftrong  prefnmption,  at  leaft,  thst 
the  verdi£^  of  the  jury  was  founded  on  their  di(belief  of « 
•  treafonable  confpiracy,  on  the  law  of  treafon,  for  difcoflhig 
which  at  large,  a  proper  time  would  come  :  He  ihould  only  fay 
then,  that  he  maintained  the  doctrine  of  his  lisanicd' Friend 
(Mr.  Erfkine),  and  the  admirable  maxim  of  Lord  CMce,  that 
judicaftdum  legikut  mfi  exefnplis.  He  reprobated  Mr.  iWiodfaam's 
do£trine  of  making  old  laws  apply  to  new  cafes  by  oMiftrQe* 
tion,  which,  he  faid,  had  made  the  Ijcarncd  Serjeant  fliuddei^ 
^hich  no  judge,  no  jury,  he  hoped,  would  ever  adopt-^-- 
{Mr.  Windham  faid,  he  did  not  4nean  that  juries  flionld  g» 
farther  than  conftru£^ion  was  warranted  wr  precedent.]^ 
Neither  precedent  nor  authority  would  fanAion  ihc  kind  of 
confttu£kion  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  of, 
and  he  would  recommend  to  his  attention  the  advice  ihf  Lord 
Hale,  vi%.  That  if  new  cafes  fliould  arife  within  the  letter  of 
the  treafon,  it  would  be  the  wifeft  way  toconfult  Parliameot^ 
and  to  be  very  wary  of  making  con{tru£^ive  treafonc  by  parity 
of  reafoning ;  for,  if  that  pra£tice  were  once  adopted,  no  man 
coulj  know  where  it  would  end.  Prc^hctical  was  this  iei* 
prcffipn,  and  to  this  law  he  adhered  }  for,  if  it  were  notlaw^ 
there  ought  to  bean  A&.  of  Parliament  declaring  it  to  be  fo. 

The  inqucft  of  a  grand  jury  was  fccret,  and  on  exparit 
evidence.  The  very  nature  of  its  fun£bioii8  took  fipm  the 
authority  of  itaT  dcciiicn.  The  finding  of  a  grand  jury  was 
not,  even  in  law,  a  bar  to  an  a£iion  againft  axaaKctouspto* 
fecutoT ;  much  lefs  coaid  it  be  adduced  as  a  proof  of  J^al  or 
moral  guilt  againft  the  acquitta}  of  a  pctt.y,  jury.  .Aeloie  a 
grand  jury  witncflcs. might  be -brought,  he  meant  Mt  to  infi- 
nuate  that  fuch  had  been  the  cafe  in  tlie  lateprofecutionc,  tlnl 
no  profecutor  would  dare  to  produce  before  a  petty  rary» 
where  they  were  to  be  crofa-cxamincd,  confrc#tcd  with  odier 

'wit— 


/  A«.  5.]        WOODFALL*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  I9J 

witnefles^  and- their  charafbers  inveftigated.  A  grand  jury 
iSkil^t  bc^eceived  not  only  with  tetptGt  to  the  appearance  of 
guilt  aeainft  an  individual,  but  even  with  refpe£l  to  thcexift-' 
enoe  of  the  crime- diarged.  It  was  npt  by  any  means  necef-* 
Juy  that  the  jadge  or  the  jury  Ihoukl  have  faid  that  the  proof 
af  the  confpiracy  had  failed  the  moment  the  evidence  for  thd 
profecution  had  clofed,  although  he  fliould  have  felt  no  difii«> 
cithy  in  faying  fo.  They  might  thinkthat  there  were  matters  ' 
vJiich  reouired  explatotion  on  the  pan  of  the  prifoner»  and 
tlienefoTe  hear  his  defence  ^and  when  they  had  heard  itj  they 
coidd  netrefufe  to  hear  the  reply  on  the  part  of  the  profecu- 
tion. But  were  he  to  give  up  this  part  of  the  argument,  and 
admit  the  confpiracy,  how  would  the  matter  (land  ?  There 
woald-tfacn  be  a  confpiracy  without  confptrators;  Gentlemen 
of  fach  acutenefe  as  to  define  and  divide  our  fucceCes  in  the 
cul]pa%B)  eoikld  eafily  x:onceive  ^e  abftra<3:  of  a  confpiracy 
vithoot  aciHifpiratof s,  like  Cramhe  in  Martinus  Seriblerus^ 
who  fwdre- he  could  form  the  idea  of  a  Lord  Mayori  not  only 
without  his*. furred  gown  and  gold  chain»  but  without  body^ 
portsy  MoreelcNift  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  very  abftraA  of 
zsJLoriMzjtft^  If  they  had  tried  every  man  and  womaa  iit 
tkektogfio^,  and  found  that  none  of  them  were  accomplices^ 
tfeir  aAStnG:  of  a  confpiracy  could  not  be  very  formidable, 
'jniey  h^  not  done  this  in  form,  but  they  had  done  it  in  fa£l. 
They  had  charged  certain  perfons  with  confpiring  together^ 
and  vMtfa  other  perfons  unknown.  Some  of  thefe  they  had 
tried,  and  the  juries  returned  verdi£ls  of  iVW  Guilty.  If  they 
dioogfat  tbefeverdi£ks  wrong,  why  did  they  not  go  on  ?  Why 
did  &ey  fufier  others  to-be  acquitted,  without  attempting  to 
pnove  the  charge,  againft  whom'lhey  had  as  good,  if  not  oet* 
ter evidence?  All  the  guilt  muft  now  lie  with  perfons  un^ 
known.  Did  they  mean  to  drag  thefe  perfons  to  light,  and 
bring  diem  to  trial  ?— They  would  not  pretend  they .  didi 
They  eeafed  to  profecute,  becaufe  they  were  fatisfied  they 
could  not  €onvi£b.  They  had,  therefore,  virtually  acquitted 
every  man*  and*  woman  in  the  kingdom,  except  the  few 
whom  the  juries  acquitted,  of  this  treafonable  confpiracy* 
and  nothing.' -bat  the  abftraft:  of  it  was  left.  Was  it  to 
guard  agaiilft  the  abftra£i:  of  a  confpiracy,  that  the  Habeai 
€afpnrA€t  was  to  remain  fufpended,  and  the  people  depriv- 
ed of  the.lMft  iafeguard  of  their  liberties  i  A  Right  Hon.  Gen«- 
.ikniaa^MaW'indham)  had  given  an  explanation  of  his  former 
wor^-asquitiedfelony  but  anexpkiliation  as  unf<itisfa£):ory  as  tht 
«xpreffioiHirfBlf,  andaiked  how  others  could  rejoice  in  iiich  ac- 
^fttalsf  ^^  For  my  ownpart,^GiidMr.Pox)Ihardly  remember 
ijrhmi  I  £elc  joy  more  nearly  approaching  to  exultation  than  oit 
ibefir  acquittateh  1  rejoiced  that  the  country  wai^  refcued  frond 

C  c  2  .  the 
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the  fool  ftain  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon  it }  I  rejoicM  Aat 
^e  had  e<\:ap<*d  frpm  t'le  |^rils  of  conftru^hre  treafofi ;  I  re« 
joiced  that  the  people  would  fee  through  the  flandets  by  vhkh 
they  had  been  deluded  Into  a  ruinous  watt  wdf  as  I  belsete 
they  have  done,  more, in  confequeilce  of  thofe  atqirittak  thad 
of  any  otiier  circumftance,  recover  ftont  their  delufioo^  and 
wiih  the  war  it  an  end.'*-i— A  man;  it  was  faid»  might  te  ac- 
quitted on  a  mlfnoiner»  or  .a  flaw  in  the  indi£liileiir9  v^ch 
^ould  be  no  ptoof  of  his  innocence  .:-^Grati|ed— -but  was 
either,  th^  cafe  in  the  trials  for  treafon  ?     To  what  end  thett 
were  fuch  grounds  of  acquittal  alluded  to  ?     A  man  chADged 
iirith  picking  a  pocket  might  be  a^omtted  for  .want  of  l^al 
evidence^  and  yet  nobody  doubt  of  nui  guilt :  Tnie«-4)ecame 
tnpn  charged  with  fuch  offences  might  li^ve  fo  concealed  tkeir 
a£kions,  mat  although  their  guilt  was  believed,  there  eolildbo 
^o  prbof  either  of  the  a^  pr  the  intent.    But  was  this  the 
pafe  of  any  of  the  perfons  charged  with  treafon  ?— Was  firoof 
wanting  of  their  adions,  their  words,  nay  alnkoft  oS.  their 
thoughts  ?     tn  ThelwalPs  trial,  a  letter  had  been  prodiKed^ 
yri'tten  indeed  by  him,  but  never  fent  to,  or  fcoo  by  anyfier* 
fon,  till.hts  papers  wer^  fearched.    This  reminded  hi^  of  At 
npubiiflied  papers  produced  as  evidence  ."againft  Algemob 
ydney,  a  circumffance  which,  perhaps,  more  than  his  mevit-f 
great  a^  that  u^as,  had  encjeated  his  n'ame  to  pofterity ;  f<H:  tt 
;sras  one  c  f  the  mod  valuable  qualities  of  our  nature  to  afcribe 
Jnerit,  ivKere.we  faw  peifecution.     Every  thing,  done,  faM^ 
OT^v^iltea  by  the  prifoncrs,  had  been  brouglxt  iii  evidence 
a^ind:  them;  the  jury  inuft  have  acquitted  them,  becaufe 
they  could  not  fo  qualify  their  ads,  as  they  Were  quaUfiedJh 
the  1niUr>m.ent ;  and  therefore  their  acquittal  was  axonipiete 
declaration  of  their  innocence,   ,A  jury.  It  was  faid,  wail 
hound  to  acquit  when  douhtful     The  Houfe  wks  How  fitckiv 
^s  a  jury  on  the  palladium  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjd£t,  ima 
iurcly  o^hc  In  this  to  imitatq  the  condu£i  of  ajuvy,  thii 
Ihey  wQutd  npt  decide  >gainA  it  witholat  ckar /proof.     It  >ifas 
faid  rLtt  to  iufjpend  the  operatipu  of  it  would  fave  the  neerf*' 
JGty  of  bringing  Other  perfons  to  frial.    Juft  fuch  was  the  4e* 
fence  of  ,LeUres  de  dktchtt  in  France.    ThcY  were. only. to  ftvt 
the  ftec^itity  of  brin£ing  people  to  trial ;  but  they  might  A> 
4his  for  the  whp)^  life  of  the  prifoner.    He  lamented  to  hfA 
SYien  whorp  he  efte^med,  accUitom  tbemfelves  to  ipebk  bf . ftrish 
things  with  patience,  for  indefinite  imprifonaibnt  iiad  bfsen 
jth?  idftrument  of  tyranny  in  all  countries. 
.^Whc?i  the  late  Lord  Camdeii,  a  nAxt  deferMdiy/iMpulafv 
ftndto  >vhoni^  as  a  conftitutiorialjawyec,  the  country  had-^cot 
pbligations«  Qnce  defended  a  na'eafute  of  Gofttr^mt  as  bfj|% 
lytA\  a  forty  days  tyranny^  hdw  xhuch  indignatioiiliid  the.et*- 
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proAoif  excite  i  Even  from  fuch  l  mah/Eng1i(h  ears  toald  i>dC 
enclate  lo  heair  bf  a  fmf  diys  tyrannj.  But  ndw^  men  cduld 
titk  wklibttt  a  bluth  oFi'ufpeiiding  the  fafegualrd  of  the  fubjMI 
tf^nlk  capri^iks  dr  miftakien  imprifanment  fcnr  any  length  ef 
time.  It  wa$  fatd  that  Gentlemen  who  would  npt  allow  the 
fetS£k»  of  Eiiglifli  juries  to  be  impeached,  had  thought  them* 
fefvea  at  liberty  to  treat  the  vcrdifls  of  Scots  juries  With  very 
little  refpe^  When  Scots  jnries  fliovld  be  aii^elioratedi  an4 
put  more  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  with  Englifli  juries^  their 
v«rdiAs  i^iild  be  entitled  to  ccjual  deference.  When,  ho#k. 
^Ver^  hd  fead  the  trmis  of  the  two  perfons  tonrit^d  dt  hi^ 
treafon  in  iScotlind^  if ,  mdced,  it  was  n6t  an'  abufe  of  i^irdt 
to  call  the  triaibt  Downie  a  cbnTiAion,  be  had  fiateeted  htn)« 
icK  that  all  -ahirms  about  treafon  wetie  at  an  end*  In  Scotlal^ 
where  the  Hoiifc  had  been  ti\i:^ht  to  bclrevc  that  the  growth  of 
treafmi  wai  mod  formidable,  he  found  that  nothing  like  treafoft 
eottk!  br  proved  againlt  more  than  one  obfctire  man  (  that  tbit  ^ 
n<lin*had'been  in  the  pay  of  GDvcmmem,  for  giring  inforMi^ 
lion  againft*  others ;  and  tfaat^  difgtifted  with  his  employers^  of 
HMe  probibly  with  the  vi<fw  of  enhancing  the  ptice  of  his  dKC- 
^  coiFcties  h^  ^^  endeavoured  to  tnfiame  the  mind^  tff  thofif 
witfk  Wfidra  he  aflbciated,  and  to  provoke  them  to  crhttiMl  ei « 
eefies.  What  was  the  confeqdence?— ^that  he  waasdmoft  im** 
isediateiy  abandoned,  and  his  condu£t  reprobated  by  the  veff 

Ierfona  he  attempted  to  miflead,  and  at  laft  fell  the  y\&ktk  of 
is  own  violence  or  treachery.     When  he  read  all  this,  h^  wag 

'  veHttadcd  that  men  mnft  fee  how  unfoiinded  their  ahrms  had 
been.    But  the  very  exiftence  of  Riinifters  depended  unott 

'  ahrma.  By  si  falfealarmof  the  Crown  being  in  danger,  tnef 
bad  ortginalty  come  into  office;  by  falfe  alarms  they  had 
iftaint^tined  tfaemfelves  In  o%ce';  «nd  melancholy  it  w^s'thtit 
ibnie  of  thofe  who  expofed  then*  early  artifices  with  the  great* 
tft  -zeal  and  ability,  had  6nce  joined  in  filing  up  the  bry. 
Their  wliole  condttd  had  been  one  tiffife  of  alarms  (  not  ft 
Inomeht  had  they  fufiered  to  pafs,  not  an  incident  to  occiirt 
<iri»hotft  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  moft  inftam* 
yiatory  declamations  on  fohie  imaginary  danger.     Weil  halt 

'  iiis  Hon. 'Friend  who  made  the  motion  (Mr.  Sheridan),  in  ft 
ftyle  of  eloquence,  of  which  he  knew  not  how  to  fpei(k,^ 

'  Mecfuate  terhis,  defcribed 'their  expedients  of  calling  out^e 
in&iitia,  fnddenly  tronroking  Paiiianlent,  mal^cklltgicfiVaUy  Irdill 
the  conntry  tb^tfae  capttaU  and  'fdrtifying  die  To#elr-^to  gift 
%  cobur  to  theirahrhi  of  MfitrreAidns  in  179a.    '^tftw^  ^ 

'  tMe  biddeh  infslrrft£Hons  proved  on  the  triabfdrki|fh<feafotit 
Mj^ot  dne.    Why  ?— Becaufe'tWey  ocviir  had  wy  ^tfteMe  but 
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tforqvit  of  Eockinghami  h?ri  afwsyssnsuntunedafid  aAiYcif 
iiV?tfi<»to<l  d^c  pfppricif  of  caHUig  me^tkigs  of  th€-pe6pk>  in 
their  rdjpMei^iice  towatand  diftckis,  to  difculs  ioppitaiit  nmc- 
Ifrs  pendiiig  hefosc  ParlnineDt,  su)d  make  known  to  Parlisir 
mmU  93  f^r  9S  k  could i)c  coUoded,  t|ie  opinion  of  the  people  ^ 
Jgrge.  The  paper  fctting  foith  that  the  time  feemed  ifot  )ko  )^  * 
fgr  diftsmt  when  tyranny  bu^  be  refilled  by  force>  he  W9^ 
aKo  fign^  but  not  without  fo^ne  oorreaion,  for  hie  n^^  far  fn>i|ft 
Jacking  to  the  pvcntf  at  liie  winter  pitofefled  to  do^  witl^Nit 
ji^arl  If  Aich  a  n»eafurc  ?a  t)ie  C^nvcmipH  Bill  were  tp  is^ 
intfpdui^d  ifxtq  ^arliai^/ent)  tho(^  i<i'ho  ihouid  caU  publlic 
iQeetiogs  tp  oppofe  it>  by  collejfiiag  and  declaring  ihe  general 
ibnfe  5)T  tb^  country,  ^c^d  a^  pot  on}y  inxipoefitly  in^  c|^Ar 
toTAiQ^iily*  W(e  dw^tt  on  the  cctfaea  opmaaitt^ad  under  the 
lOXX)/^  of  I^iberiy  in  Yj^nacc^  tUl  we  couU  fee  no  dangnr  b^t 
from  9ne«^ue^iae»  or  were  ready  to  pardon  every  ^v^ge  ^ 
excels  .committed  on  the  other.  Why  were  the  errof$of  the 
(grim^  f>f  a  people  trained  under  the  yoke  of  deCpoiU^  to  ipp 
iijcas  ^/ ji^lUqp  orhw^anity,  h^t-fhe  will,  capricey  or  ffiQ|o|fi 
ipf  ]Ehe  wcofi^cSir  to  be  (charged  u|^  the  frienda  o(  r^ioQf^l 
Jiiberty^  19^  I^AQg^  ndbi^they  appsoined  ^  wUhed  to  iiHTOiJHpfr  i 
\A  m9^itf  9i  ti^  Honfe  had  vo^d  for  t^be  abolition  of  ^ 
Slave  Trade.  U  the  o^roes  i||io4ur  iilahda  wereto eyianripgjir 
tthemielves  by  foi;cce>  wHo  did  s;u>t  fee  to  what  £3icefs  l^wgl^ 
.degraded  jbj  a  fyAc^  of  oppre^ion  below  the  ftandnod^fff 
reafon,  and  almoft  of  human  nature,  would  cany  |he^  P99f'¥' 
^  acting  ^<(r4j^m£civeai  or  how  dse^ul^  they  ^«au\d  re- 
taUa^^MJpm  Jtihevr  f^irmf^  wafl.er«  i  y^t  woi4d  wy  maiii  ^Smp. 
ike  crueUi^  thoy  ^iJeV  fW^vo^f.  tfi  he  Ukf^texfX  tki  i^  iMtW 
pf  .Afr^i  j^\ichie^ftM  ei^r^y  piiw  ^ the  majority  ^ivho  iiq^yl 
(or  the  ^ijbfitition  of  ^i^  jSl^^  IVade,  ^Wji^^^them  to  kfe^con* 
,Ji?U.ted? 

jEpre  t)^  x^vo^t\^n,  ^th^e  i^onl^  be  ^  MCepih^Mioe.   ^Oi)r 
^{Sle;were  iiw^^  tp^^pry  rdi&venc  hai^i^isu^td  lirainf^^o-ioq^ 

i^  iC^)W  w^  il^scd  le4^<^^  ^  j^cyij^an  than  Iv^  jffof 
rdeTgQtic  ijo^m  of  gajM^nq^iit^  h^^  i^^i  ^  £orec»fnq[tf  tjF 
.  Ajwwifia  thiin  f i^m  th?t  qf  $aiS^  or  Pr#Da.  W|h«m  <S<l|l^ 
.m^O  talked  of  moQf^y  w  Q^jBi^^^-the  £Mf»e  ^fij^ 
jK^we  j^ith;moi>fM:<;hy4f^  q^|>apts,9f  ^e<:oi^i||iq[^^(^ 
^^  (p»],t  9  (;hiWg^  'Hppa4»»  iby  fub^t^iiig  ^  iM^/or  ^ 
<lhing*  Onr  ^i^ni^itutioii^jiraa  ;i  jp^jml^Ue  in  the  jiift  ^eofe  of  ^)|e 
';w;ord  ^  It  }9i^  ^  is;^Qx\dfifi\k^  ibimdfi^  9a  i^:goo4  fff  the  P^p^ 
in  a  .wfie  4^flk^  iby  P^tifmiom,  ^  9^m^i^9f9fl^  of  t^e 
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ol  thofe  fonfiions  by  the  untied  wifdom  of  the  nation  for  iht 
general  benefit  of  the  nattoo.   Let  as  return  to  the  old  maiinU 
of  adminiftering  foch  a  goremipent ;  let  us  remembei'  that  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  conftitutibft  was  not  td  be 
fe<;ured  by  alarm  and  terror,  but  by  pra£tica)  experience  of  the 
bleiEngs  derived  from  it }  that  wars  of  fpecuktion,  whethet 
uftderoJcen  with  the  view  of  making  conquefts  or  extirpating 
opinions^  were  always  oppreffive  to  the  greater  part  of  the  |>eo- 
ple«  generally  fruitlefs^  and  fonietimes  ruinous ;  that  peac^ 
t>ronioted  commerce-— commerce  encouraged  induftry,  induftry 
gave  plenty,  and  plenty  content.— *Thefe  were  maxims  fd  old 
and  fo  trite^  that  no  man  cared  to  dvrell  upon  them,  for  feat 
of  b^ing  told,  that  he  was  reneating  what  he  had  learned  pf  his , 
Durfe.  <But  they  were  not  the  leis  true  for  being  trtte ;  and 
when  men  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  hurried  away  by  a  fet  of 
newfangled  notions  diametrically  oppofite,  they  could  not  be 
repeated,  too  often^  If  we  perfifted  in  the  odier  courfc,  we  muft 
gO*oa  increafing  our  debt,  till  the  burden  of  our  taxes  became 
lOtfAerabie;  tliat  boafted  conftitution,  winch  we  were  daily 
impairing,  the  people  would  eilimate,  not  by  what  it  once  had 
beecif  or  lyas  ftill  aflerced  to  be  in  declamations  againft  anarchy^ 
bmbyits  pra£kical  effe£lsi  and  we  fliould  hardly  efcape  the 
very  eiKtseme  we  were  fo  anxioufly  defirous  of  ibunning.    The 
#ld  government  of  France  was  furely  provided  with  fufficient 
chedts  over  the  Itcentioufnefs  xyf  the  people ;  but  of  what  avail 
wete  thofe  checks  when  the  ambition  and  prodigality  of  the 
gOYernment  had  exhaufted  every  refdurce  by  which  eftabliihed 
^vernments  can  be  fuppo^cd  ?   Minifters  attempted*  to  fit 
upon  others  the  charge  of  innovation,  while  they  themfelves 
were^every  feffion,  making  greater  innovations  than  that  which 
th^  now  called  the  mod  dreadful  of  aH,  viz.  a  Reform  in  the 
Reprefentation  in  Barliament.     But  it  was  the  infatuation  of 
the  day,  that,  while  fixing  all  our  attention  upon  France,  we 
^)m0ft  confidered  the  very  name  of  liberty  as  odious,  nothing 
of  theoppofite  tendency  gave  us  the  leai):  alarm.    Thofe  who 
had  become  converts  to  this  new  fyftem,  faw  nothing  but 
RjDyalifts  hi  France,  and  Repuhlic»is  in  England— God  grsmt 
.tbey  could  but  invert  the  telefcope,  fee  with  the  ^yes  of  reafoir, 
:and  underftand  with  the  underftandtngs  of  unprejudiced  men. , 
"Tht  Mafier  of  tin  Rdb  infilled  that  the  fads  which  had 
l)een,  brought  to  light,  on  the  late  trials,  proved  the  exiftence 
.of  a  tseaib&able  plot,  beyond  all  doubt ;  and,  therefbre,^  j(^ft*- 
fied  the  preamble  to  the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Cctrpir 
.  A&i  'But  he  would  not  .blame  the  juries  who  acquitted  the 
prifoners  on  that  charge,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  conduced 
themfehres  coniciratioafly.  .  A  conventional  afiemt)ly  initi* 
^Vot;  I.  '  D  d  tutcd 
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tuted  by  any  body  of  people^  itf  this  country,  for  cfiodTiiig 
tneir  own  government,  or  making  their  own  laws,  he  main 4 
talned,  was  treafon  }  and,  therefore,  he  contended,  that  the 
plot  wtiich  the  Secret  Conrnuitee  had  declared  to  esxft^  for  the 
purpofe  of  overturning  our  Governnienti  actually  had  exifted 
to  the  extent  they  had  aflerted.  In  the  fyftem  of  fpies  and 
informers,  fo  loudly  condemned^  he  difclaimcd  l»ving  any 
concern^  and  lie  was  confident  thofe  who  condu&ed  it,  did 
fo  with  honour. 

Mr.  T.  ihonifon  replied  to  the  laft  fpeaker,  and  deprecated 
in  ftrong  terms  the  fufpenCon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£l,  and 
the  many  outrages  againft  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed  which 
t>ad  taken  place  to  his  knowledge  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  particularly  by  inferior  magiftralei,  iince  the  Bill 
paiTed.     One  circnmftance  had  occurred  very  lately,  which  he 
tliought  it  neceflary  to  ftate  in  his  place :    He  went  to  th< 
Public  Office,  in  Bow-(h*eet,  where  an  apprentice  was  bxtraght 
for  dealing  from  his  mailer  an  old  fcaiFolding  board,  ofigt^ 
nally  valued  at  nine- pence.   .The  mafter  informed  Mr.  Jufttce 
Bond>tIiathe  was  willing  to  forgive  him  \  and  tlie  Jufttce  told 
him  fo,   adding  that  he  muf^  ferve  the  Kinc^  as  a  foWien 
Major  Lecfon^s  fergeant  was  called  in,  and  the  lad  was  told 
^e  mufl  enlift  with  this  officer  -,  he  faid,  he  would  not,  and 
could  not ;  he  had  an  aged  mother,  whofc  fete  fupport  was  de^ 
rived  from  his  labour,  and  he  could  not  think  of  leaving  her  to 
ftarve.     The  Juftice  then  faid.  Take  htm  into  cuftody  v  he 
(hall  be  fent  as  a  failor :   And  the  lad  was  dragged  away  in 
tliis  fhameful  and  illegal  manner.    He  (Mr.  Thomfon)  laid, 
that  was  ftrange  law ;  and  fopicbody  who  heard  him,  repeated 
his  words  to  the  Judice,  who  called  out,  in  a  voice  of  authoTtty, 
**  Who  faid  fo  ?'*  I  faid,  «  I,  a  Member  of  Parliament,  did-** 
He  faid,  '^  I  mull  know  that  the  King  wanted  men."    I  faiA, 
•'  he.  did,  and  I  was  afraid  muft  want  many  more,  if  this  runi- 
cus  war  contiilucd^  but  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  get 
them  »  fer;ding  men  to  the  field,  I  confidered  as  fending  them 
to  the  flaughur-houfe ;   But  that  this  proceeding  was  fcandal- 
Dus  and  illegaf.'*  Mr.  Bond  faid, «'  1  might  inveftigatc  the  bult 
nefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  he  would  decide  there; 
and  that  he  had  his  indruflions  in  a  circular  letter  from  the 
.    Secretary  of  State,  and  Lords  of  the  Treafury." 
.     Mr.  milhanke  faid,  he  had  voted  originally  againft  the  fu(^ 
jicnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  as  he  was  convinced  no 
j)lot  exifted  \  and  even  thole  who  contended  for  its  cxiftence, 
ne  hoped,  after  what  had  been  proved  on  the  late  trials,  wouM 
admit  that  the  danger  had  been  much  magnified-     He  never 
doubted  indeed,  that  in  an  age  when  two  great  revolutions 
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had  tak^n  pluce  fo  near  each  other,  men  in  this  countnr  mi|;hf 
wifh  to  bring  about  a  revolution  here ;  but  he  never  beljevc^ 
their  numbers  to  be  great,  nor  did  h^  think  the  people  v^ctt 
4i(pofed  to  fccond .  their  views.  He  .condemned  the  nie^ 
fafnion  of  traducing  the  •  inftitution  of  juries  in  this  countryi 
by  difapprpvkig  their  verdifts;  and- he  trufted.no  miniftct 
^ould  ever  make  a  repeated  cuftom  of  fufpending  the  IfahAi 
Corpus  Aft,  the  principal  fafeguard  of  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
liflimen.  He  faid,  he  thought  the  exifting  laws  were  fufErient 
to  correft  every  attempt  agiiinft  the  conftitution.  He  faw  nA 
feafon  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£l  at  the  time,  an4' 
ftiil  left  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion.  He  warned  minlfters 
againft  accuftoming  themfelves  to  make  encroachments  upo0 
the  conftitution  ;  and  wifhed  them  to  be  more  careful  to  pre- 
fervc  the  due  balance  between  the  three  dift  in  ft  branches  of 
die  Lcgiflature, 

.  Mr.  jyUberforce  rofe  to  fay  one  word  refpefting  the  vote 
he  wiL%  to  give.  An  Honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  had  con- 
xiefted  two  points  as  fettled,  upon  which  he  differed  :  That 
Gentleman  nad  faid,  that  all  thofe  who  voted  againft  con- 
tinuing the  war,  neceflarily  did  not  admit  that  there  exifted 
any  danger  in  the  country  j  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  him ; 
he  was  decidedly  againit  the  war,  but  faw  ferious  grounds  for 
alarm,  and  wifhed  to  ftrengthen  the  Executive  Power.  He 
|iad  voted  for  the'fufpenfion  of  the  Haheds  Cdt^us  Aft  ;'  and 
./hou)(i  now  vote  againft  the  .prefent  motion,  from  a  conviftion 
that  much  danger. and  fedition  yet  exifted  in  the  coi|n^» 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  nobody  could  expeft  thathe  rpfe  to  take 
advantage  of  his  privifege  as  laft  fpeaker,  becaufe  there  had 
not  been  brought  againft:  his  mdtion  one  argutnent  that  merited 
any  anfwer.  Gentlemen  ftiewed  themfelves'  afraid^  to  grap- 
ple with  the  main  queftion ;  no  attempt  h^S  beex\  made  to 
prove  that  a  futRcient  caufe  had  exifted  ^Dr  {the  oniginal  fuf- 
penfion, which  he  did  not  thipk  juftified  eVet  by  the  fears  of 
^thc  Gentleman  who  fpokejaft,  left  he  Ihould  be  fdppofed  to 
have  become  a  friend  of  the  liberties  of  Englij5impn.  The 
reafon  of  l^is  troubling  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour,  was 
folemnly  to  aCk.  the.  Right  Hon.  Gentkmaii,  what  would  be 
the  ftate  of^hb  country,  which  he  jfnight  think  would  give 
the  Aft  to  us  again?  His  objeft  was  to  gef^an  explicit  de- 
claration from  minifters,  before  the  Hqu,fe  divide^;  whether 
they  intended  );o  .rcr>ew  the  Ifufpenfion  when  it  was  out  ? 
whether  upon  the  old  plot,  upon  any  new  plot,  or  whether 
they  had  any  plot  at  all  ?  the  ^oufe  had  a  r\ghtto  |now,  and 
he  called  for  an  ahfwer. 

216^  Chancellor  of  the  Exciequt^  rcpli<;d '(horfly ;  hi  laid,  he 
faw  from  the  Arguments  that  had  be^n  lifed,  that  the  inteation  , 
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of  the  motion  was  not  fb  much  to  put  an  end  to  the  Sufpen^ 
Son  BUU  as  to  throw  a  flaw  upon  the  proceeding  of  tl  at  . 
Houfe^  which  might,  aflbrd.a  temporarj  triumph  to  thcfi^ 
who  were  embarked  in  the  fame  cauie  witn  thofe  perfons  who 
were  the  occafion'of  its  being  made.  He  gave  it  as  his  opi* 
iuon«  that  it  ought  to  be  renewed* 

Mr.  Jfkjl  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  minifter*  who 
had  admitted,  that  to  gratify  his  own  fpleen^  to  obtain  a  pcr«> 
fonal  triumph,  he  would  withhold  from  the  Britifh  people 
one  of  their  deareft  liberties,  . 

Th(  Chancilhr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  neither  to  gratify 
his  fpleen,  nor  to  obtain  a  perfoiial  triumph  \  but  to  obtain 
a  triumph  over  the  extraordinary  line  of  argument,  purfued 
by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  in  favouf  of  thofe  who  had 
-originally  approved  the  caufe  of  fufpending  the  A£l,  that 
fhould  induce  him  to  exert  himfelf  in  procuring  the  continue 
^nce  of  its  fufpenfion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  the  Houfe  di- 
vided at  t^rc^  o'clocL 

Noef  -  -  185 

Jycs  ^  41 

Majorify     144 
Adjourned.  ^ 

Lijl  rf  ihi  Minority  on  Mr.  Sbiridah*s  Motion  for  Leave  t9 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeed  the  AB  paffed  Iqfl  Seffion  of  PesHiMm 
tnent^  fir  fit/Pending  the  Habeas  Corpus  ^Sf. 


Ahtonitf  Lee 
Anibn,  Thomas 
Aubrey*  Sir  John 
Borck,  J.  K. 
Byngi  Of  orae 
Cbarchi  !•  B. 
Cokf ,  P.  W. 
Cbkc,  EaMid 
p>lhouiH  Willim 
.Covrtcfi^,  John 
Curwen»  Chriftian 
£i&ine»  Hon.  Thomas 
FMtkrHhMi,  Sir  Henry 
Finpatrtpkt  Qcoersl 
To%^  &t.  Hup.  C.J. 
Francis,  PKilip  * 
Grey,  Charles' 
Hare,  Jioiss 
'^Haiooortt  JoIhi 
Howard^  Hcntr 
HuiTey,  WiUiam 
JckyI,  Jofeph 


St.  John,  St.  Andrew 
JervoiTe,  C.  Jervoife     '     * 
Lambton,  William  Hanry 
Long,  $anucl 
Maitland,  Hon.  Tho«as$ 
M'LeoH,  Colonel  ^, 
Milbanke,  R. 
North,  Dudley 
Plomer,  Wifli«n 
Peirie,  Henry 
Powlett,  Powlett 
Ruflel,  Lotxl  WUliam 
Shendan,  R.  B. 
Spencer,  Loni  Robert 
Sturt,  Charka 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Thomp/bn,  Thomas 
Tarleton,  General 
Vynw,  Robert 


Vyncv,  R.  jua. 
Walwyji»  Junes . 
Whitbread^  Samuel,  juo^ 
Inclwliflj  the  iwo  TeDers,  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr,  Whiibread. 

H0US5 


JAV..C.]     vrooDFALyspAHUAMtinMnr  rcmrts.  «o| 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
'  Tuesday,  Jaft^  6. 
Several  petitions  were  prcrentcd,  and  ordered  to  lie  on. the 
taBle. 

ANNUAL  ACCOUNTS. 

'  The  Commiflioners  of  the  Cuftoms  bronght  tie  account  of 
Xaft  India  prohibited  goods  and  naval  ftgres  imported  In  this 
kingdom  for  the  laft  year. 

The  Trcafury  accounts  were  alfo  laid  upon  the  table. 

WARREN  HASTINGS.  ESQ,' 

"    Lord  GrenviUe  moved,  That  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  for 

-proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftin^s,  Efq.  on  the  fe- 
cond  Tuefday  in  the  prefect  feflTion  of  Parliainent>  be  with- 

;4r?iwn|  and  poftponed  till  Tuefday  next. — Ordered. 

PAPERS. 
.  ,7h€  Marqms  of  Latffiown  moved  an  Addrefsto  his  Majeftyy 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  Account  of  the  penfions,  fees,  perquifites,  emoluments* 
&c.  enjoyed  by  the  clerks  in  the  i^ublic  pffices  unde?  Govern- 
ment.   He  faidy  he  prefumed  there  could  be  no  objeftton, 

,  as  they  had  been  laid  before  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament.*— 
Ordered. 

INTERPEREKCE  IN  THE  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  OF  FRANCE. 

.   IS  Earl  ^anhopf  faid,  he  had  taken  th^  liberty  of  having  their 
Lordihips  fummoned,  in  order  to  fubmit  a  motion  to  their 
confideration«   which  the  critical  circumftances  of  the  war 
rendered  of  the  utmoft  importance  \  and  which,  by  the  altered 
opinions  refpe£ting  peace,  manifefted  by  feveral  Noble  Lords* 
-  oil  the  firft  day  of  tnc  feffion,  he  was  induced  td  hope  would 
meet  with  a  favourable  reception.    The  ftate  of  the  countrj 
wa$^e  moft  interefting  and  alarmmg  thstf  had  ever  been  ex- 
perienced by  Britiib  ful^efts ;  It  was  sio  wonder,  therefore, 
.  ^t  the  minds  of  men  without  doors  began  to  cfaRnge  ;  and  an 
.  eager  defire  thalt  the  p^th  of  negotiation  mlghtbe  fmoothed^ 
^as  pretty  generally  .apparent  tn  the  people  ^  to  which  he 
attributed  what  had  been  faid  in  that  Houfe  refpe&ing  it,  % 
.  few  days  fifice,  by  fome  of  their  LordOiipd,  who  had  not  be- 
fore opened  their  minds.    If  the  motion  he  Ihould  that  day 
have  the  honour  of  fabmitting  to  the  Houfe,  (hould  be  ap- 

S roved,  a  doOr  was,  in  his  opinion,  open  far  negotiation  : 
ut  he  verily  bcliiBved^  if  advantage  was  not  taken  of  the  occa- 
sion that  offered,  the  door  of  negotiation  would  be  clofed  for 
ever.    The  fubjeft  was,,as  he  had  before  obfcrved.  extremely 
important ;  and  it  vras  his  intention  to  argue  it  with  temper, 
s  ^  although 


although  he  had  not  always  found  other  pcrfoni  inclined  to 

argue  with  the  faaie  temper  themfelTes.    On  the  firft  day  of 

the  feffion,  minifters.had  gromukri  tbdr  reconunendation  Co 

their  liordflitptt  to  perfift  in  the  cominuanee  of  the  waij  !on 

their  ftatement  of  the  declining  finances  and  exhaufted  vo^ 

fources  of  France.     That  waa  the  dduiion  of  the  prefent 

year;  and  oa  that  fiagly  they  rcGtcd  their  afgunkniifr^-^^he 

Tarious  deluGons  nfcd  by  them  in  former  year^  haviiig  beep 

worn  out,  and  proved  to  be  falfe,   by  the   iocontrovortihif 

evidence  of  f^Qfi.    In  ail  the  deluCons  they  bad  at  .di&rent 

times  reforted  to,  as  pretexts  for  their  nftcafures,  he  did  not 

mean  to  impute  intention  to  minifters,  hut  want  of  iaforfna* 

tion  ;  not  cfeGgn,  but  ignorance.      He  undertook  to  prove 

that  the  pnefent  delufioni  vim.  that  the  finance  of  France  was 

ruined,  and  her  refources  nearly  eahaoifted,  was  as  falfe  as 

it  was  abfurd.     He  would  fliew,  moft  undeniably,  that  the 

feverfe  was  the  hSt*    The  morion  he  (hpuld  bring  forward^ 

was  founded  in  juftice,  and  nor  fnerely  tti  expediency<Mr  policy. 

He  had  learnt  ia  his  youth,  that  juftice  was  an  indtfpenfiUe 

duty ;  and  it  was  «  maxtm  to  which  he  (hould  ever  a^there. 

-On   the  pfiacq>le  of  juftlce,    therefbie,  and  that  Qnly«  he 

Aoaid  contend,  that  as  <he  French  had  folemnly  difclaimed 

-idl  idea  of  imterferenoe  in  the  govemnnentof  other  countries, 

the  government  of  Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  interfere  in 

the  internal  afiairs  of  France,  or  in  the  admintftration  of  the 

guvciaoiant  of  the.  French  t   It  oonoerned  thofe  who  lilted 

luttler  it,  and  not  us*    He  muft  produce^  one  or  two  flxart 

ifocalnents,  to  jecail  to  sh^ir  Lovdfliips'  Fecollo£kioas,  che  dc- 

*€famitioii8  on  -which  he  grounded  the  afiertions  he  had  jaft 

nmde.     At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 792,  befare  the  French  am- 

faaiadorieft^his  country,  Jie  had  tranfnMtted  an  officiQl  -note** 

AtO'Doe  of  his  Jdajefty^  mtniftersi  in  which  it  wa6  expmfly 

.  ftated,  that  it . waa  not  the  iatention  'i)l  France  to  inteifere 

in  the  govetaimant  of  other  nations,  iior  would  fiie  pemiit 

«ther  palioBa  ta  imerfefe  in  her  own.    This  dedanttian  was 

.  fintt,  atcBff'Jaiid  explicit  f  and  it  oughjt  to  have  proved  iaiif« 

-  isAofyi    SoDii  aftcrwaxds  the  Frendi  thought  ptopdr  to  dif^ 

;.fdve.diciff  OBeaarchy,.  and  to  adopt  a  republican  foraa  of 

pytommsnti  and  the  repafalioan  conftitutionhad  been  'finally 

'  agreed  to  be -that,  under  which  they  chofe  to  live.     A  confti- 

ttttion  was  accordingly  arranged,  feitted,  and  agreed  toi'^but 

the  opanrtion  of  that  oonmtution  was -deferred*  till  pOaice 

flwttld.'atriae ;  itivas'then  to  tafceplaccfjand^bo-pormanent^:  ttn 

tha  >mcan'tiiiie>  a  vevohstionary  fyftem  had  been  provided  aad 

/  \   ^  The  note  fcnt  hf  M.  ChauvsKn  toXwd^O^cnvUk,  ■ 

i    -'  '  eftabliOicdt 
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eftablKhed)  adapted  to  the  circumftanceB  oE  the.  occafion** 
and  to  contmue  tiH  the  contklfion'of  the  war*  In  the  s  iMi 
and  119th  articles  of  the  permanem  French' Oooftitotiony  it« 
was  decreed  I  <*  that  all  free  luirions  are  the  natural  £ri«id$; 
and  allies  of  the  Fretich  RepuMk  :  That  the  Repdskic  doea 
rtot  interfere  in  the  government  of  other  nations ;  nor  will  it 
(offer  other  nations  to  interfere  in  its  own."  His  Lordfliip; 
commended  the  wifdom  of  the  French,  in  providing  and  fuk-- 
mtttin^  to  a  r^volutionarj  ArAem  of  ^oremment  during  th» 
war,  the  exigencies  6f  which  necefiafritf  called  for  great  and 
exthiordinary  exertion« ;  which  coold  not  be  made»  without 
th(!  extraordinary  powers  that  a  revolntionary  fyfteai  of  gON> 
Temmeht  fftrnifhed. 

He  had  fliewn  lad  year,  that  the  delufions  thea  beld  out  hy. 
mtnifters  had  no  foundation.  He  h^d  ailerted  this  oonfideiw 
tially,  hecaufe  his  confidetice  was  founded  in  knewle^e^  and 
the  1^  campaign  had  proved  every  pofition  he  had  made^er^ 
If^efling  the  ^nthufiafm  of  the  French  a^ing  in  a  niKtavy  ed* 
psteity,  and  the  produAivenefs  of  their  refources ;  and  had 
compktely  difproved  every  argument  urgtdby  minifters  hi 
eotitradiAton  of  his  aflertions.  He  tvu&d^  therefore,  that 
they  ffiouM  hear  no  Ai«re  of  the  Frendi  bebig  poor  and  coii« 
tempttble).they  (hould  hear  no  moire  of  their  warn  .of  tmhu* 
fiafnt,  of  fheir  armies  being  a  mere  raibble, -that/ they  coitid 
not  face  difciplined  troops  for  a  iingte  engagement  \  that  they 
wei^  deflitute  of  pY)  ciothtng,  and  food.  At  the  pteibttC 
moment  tKcFrencfi  Repnhlie  had  the  roofl:  difctpHnecU  heil 
dothed,  beft  fed,  and  the  brgeft  army  in  Europe.  Twelve 
bitndred  thonfand  men  'were  hi  at^s,  oompietelv  difciplinedf 
firft  by  adrerfity)  and  afterwards  by  foccefe.  FheyneidiOT 
ivanted  arms  nor  clothings  they  had  been  fumiihed  in  tksir  coni 
qtieftS'^th  enough  of  b^h  th^fe  airticle^  in  addieioai  to  thdnm^ 
menfe^antity  which  they  had  made  tbrougbodttbeficpvUtcs 
they  irere  tiow  better  clothod  than  the  feldiers-of  moft  other 
y^lf?orl»|  -d^nd  as  to  arms,  they  had  taken  ffom  «he  enemy  caii* 
non  by  fN6u(ands,  and  muflcets  by  hundreds  of  thottikkids.  Uc 
trttfted  therefor^,  that  the  Houfe  M^uld  hear  no  roone'of  their 
want  of  clothing  and  arms.  He  trnfted  alfo,  tbat  they  would 
hear  no  more  of  that  accnrfed,  that  (faocktfig  barbamTus  ^ftem 
'of  Aarvation,  thit^  fcandalou^  principle  whink  iwbl.  out.:dw 
p6(Rbi1ity  of  ftarv}ffg  thirty  n>iU)ons  of  human  bfinga.?  ^  Lee 
me  fheW  you,"  es^claimed  his  Lordfliip^  ^*  ^at  ibis  direac 
poduced  in  France.  A  man  who  had  beon'drlven  from  France 
by  the  tyranny  of  Robefpicrre,  came  tO»<thk  coimtry ;.  i  con* 
verfed  with  him.  When  he  faw  the  p^i^r  in  which  the  fyftem 
of  ftarvation  was  avowed,  he  read  it  with  horror*  Heihcwed 
It  tne»  and faid|  *My  countrymen  ms^^u^  x^:m,4ciihiLl 
•       *  return; 
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retom  i  W  what  can  Ido  ?  I  hare  a  mother  and  a  family  ftiBin ,  ^  ' 
France;  bow  then  can  I.endure  this  idea  of  ftarving  the  people 

of  France  T  My  Lords,  it  is  the  indignation  occaiioned  by  mis  * 

threat  that  has  farrought  forth  ihat  Tpirit  and  thofc  exertions  ^     -' 

which  were  made  by  the  French  laft   year/*    At  the  com*  •     ■ 

mencement  of  the  prtfent  year  the  French  were  inferior  »i  '    -• 

naval  force  \  and  yet,  the  number  of  flitps  which  they  had  *  *  *' 

taken  from  this  copntry  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  number  *    «'' 

which  this  country  had  taken  from  them.  .■     »- 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year,  nay  perhans  at  the  prefent  m6-»  /  ,  ' 

ment,  th^ir  naval  force  was  fuperior  to  tne  force  of  this  coon^  t  •.<*' 

try.   .  Could  they  be  ftarved  therefore  now,  when  they  had  fuch  ^  ^l^ 
a  force  at  fea*?  Could  they  be  ftarred,  when  they  had  the 


vmces 


inate  and  the  {Netherlands,  alt  thofe  rich  and  fertile  pie- 
rs which  they  had  taken»  in  their  pofleffion  ?  Did  the 


J-' 


Houfe  recoiled  tftat  grand  and  fublime  projefl  for  cutting  ^^ ,%§- 

c»ak  from  the  Palatinate  all  acrofs  France,  in  order  to  fupplr  '^  4-  -" 

die  moft  fouthern  parts  of  it  with  provifions,  and  which  wotdd  V    #'- 

cfie^iually  fave  them  in  futiire  times  from  fcarctty  or  famine  ?  ^^  J^' 

When  he  had  maintained  the  reverfe  of  all  thofe  pofitioq^  ^V'*' 

every  aflcrtion  he  had  made  uppn  the  fubjcd  had  been  laughoi  |    j!^ 

at  and  treated  with  contempt ;  but  minifters  .h»l  found  to  \^J^ 

their  coft,  that  what  he  had  faid  was  hot  too  true,  tliat  it  \m  r^ 

bad  been  verified  in  every  point.    So  much  tlicrefore  for  PUT-isf' 

ftarvation  and  an  undiCciplincdarmy,  the  two  princbal  deliiK  K^  ^ 

fions  of  the  laft  year.  .With  regard  to.  the  ilelufion  ot  the  prc-^  f^j  ' 
fent  vear^  t;rs.  that  the  ftate  of  the  French  finances  was  rapfdly 
on  tne  decline,  that  was  as  falfe  as  the  preceding  ones }'  it  was 
great  and  flourifliing ;  and  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it 

was  reoilkfleji  what  they  had  taken  from  the  King,  from  the  ^^-^^ 

Kobles,  from  the  Clergy,  from  the  NoUefle,  from  die  plunder  h  ^9 

of  the  Churches — ^he  wduld  not  call  it  plunder — ^from  feiaing  ^  "' 
die  gold  and  filver  faints,  ftom  confifcstf  ion  of  the  property  <»  ' 
the  iLmtgrantSy  and  of  thofe  put  to  death ;  by  all  t|ieG:  means 
the  French  had  realized  the  immenfe  fum  of  four  bundtnsd 
tnUiioiis  ftertmg,  and  they  had  befidcs  two-thirds  of  the  land  0^ 
the  Republic  (he  would  not  afFcd,  as  minifters  had  done  on 

the  firft  day  of  the  f^^fliont  to  call  it  the  kingdom)  in  their  own  jf'^ /^  • 

hands.    With  regard  to  the  other  fide  of  the  account,  die  de*  f/'^i 

claration  thait  aflignats  wiere  depreciated  75  per  cent,  fo  muc^  V/  < 

the  better  for  the  Convention,  becaufe  it  enabled  them  to  pay  f  /f 

off  and  take  out  of  the  mafs  of  circulation,  a  greater  number  q£  *  y  ^' '/ 

aflignats.  They  had  an  immenfe  property,  which  enabled  thcna  y     « 

at  anv  time  to  buy  tlum  up,  upon  terms  of  advantage.    They  ^  ^/  i 

had  the  policy  not  to  jitprtv^  the  nations  vrhom  they  conquered  Wm  f  1 

of  every  thing ;  they  took  from  theni' indeed  their  fpecieibiJit  Wfi  ' 

i|ie;dchattgt.tbfty  gave  them  alBgnatSj  by  wliich  metes  'they  ffj*  i 

contrived  |y 
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itivctcracy^UiHl  IcnJ^fieWi^^t  tik  cbnf  esatiMs.    If  ikt 

Fireticb  were  therefore  to  call  in  the  old  alEgnats  at  «  dcprc^i^ 
aUon  of  three-fourths,  thej  could  tflue  new  afligiiats  for  fom^ 
iime  at  par.  Such  was  tne  ftate  of  the  French  finance&-n 
*  Their  Lordihips  would  recolIe£b  what  fort  of  a  nation  tfiat 
tnuft  be  which  could  pay  i  ^o  millions  a  year  ',  which  had  paid 
ofF  fince  the  revolution  two  thirds  of  the  old  debt,  and  wnich 
>iras  therefore,  he  tnfifted,  (tronger,  even  in  point  of  finance^ 
than  at!  the  Governments  of  Europe.  If  then,  it  was  juft  to 
bpprefs  a  people  becaufe  tliey  were  weak»  it  was  folly  t«^ 

'  attempt  to  opprefs  the  French  people,  becaufe  they  wcrci 
llrong.  Iyi  their  whde  condu£b  reCpofting  aflignatt,  th« 
French  had  a£ted  wifely.  At  their  firft  iflue,  they  had  peat^ 
armies  to  mife,  and  armstobuy  and  to  colia£ltoarm  man, 
as  noTfb  were  to  be  found  at  Parts :  The  expence  of  dcriiffr 
this  was  enorpiotts  }  to  anfwer  it,  they  liTued  affignats,.  aiid 
took  care  to  keep  them  at  par,  till  the  objeA  was  atchicved : 
They  then  found  out  more  refources  in  a  forced  lean,  an^ 

<  afterwarih  fufFered  aiTignats  to  depreciate,  till,  like  w^ter,  they 
had  found  their  level.  The  French  GovemiAent,  as  he  had 
1>efore  faid,  might  call  fn  the  aflignats  at  one' fourth  of  theii^ 
original  value  i  and  this,  though  an  injury  to  the  indilridualf 
through  whofe  hands  the  aflignats  pafl^d,  Ivas  not  fo  to  th^ 
CoiTventiob  arid  the  Republic,  who  gained  by  it :  It  fell  Up6f\ 
"the  men  of  property*  not  the  Saw  Cukttes.  But  if  minifters 
•cottid^eacome  aUd  fay  that  aflianats  were  at  par,  th^'argu* 
ment^  though  fpecious,  would  itill  be  delufivd,  and  wOu^ 
*f!©t  tend  to  prove  the  riches  of  the  Government.  TheFrenchi 

^<|herefore,    could  not  be  ruined   unlefs  the  miniller   could 

•provri  that  on^  was  equal  to  four.     He  remembered  the  Ian-- 

guage  held    on   tlic    American   War: — ^**  You  have  pafleVI 

ihe  Rubicon    (it  was  laid  then),  yoU  mud  either  kill  them,  oY 

they  will  kilt  you.**    The  fame  argument  was  now  ^tempt^^ 

to'  be  'ufed.     Wc  had  been  fuccefsful  at  fea  this  year  5    but  if 

'the  excrtioris  of  the  French  continued,  they  would  be  rooflT 

<^fotmidable  as  a  maritime  power  next  fumm'er.    He  de{ire4 

^lle  Itou^fe  to  contemplate  tneconfequences  of  the  junfiion  d^ 

^ihq  I>utch  and  Spanifh  navies  to  the  French  navy.     If  lu: 

were  afked,  With  whom  thdy  are  to  make  peace  ?  he  wo)ild  te*. 

ply,  With*  tb^fe  with  whom  they  mAt  war ;  with  the  RepUlK 

.  'ilc  or  France,  aPte  and  ifidhjfihl^ ;  with  thofe  men  whofe  repubu 
licart  ifbnftaiicy,  whofe  republican  coufagi^,  whofe  repubdicSifi 
eluftrgy  and  virtue,  had  mad^  vidkory  the  9rdtr€fthe4af.  It  had 
•been  faid,  thht  wt  bad  loft mthingfbf  the  oonteft ;  he  would  tell 
their  Lordfhips  how  that.  maUfri^ftood  : «  W«^  had  gained  feme 
iflands,  bat  we  hudlpft  HoMand  |  wer  had  loft  Tso^^pc  of  the 
AWesi  Mre  had  loft  the  Aoflifian  Loir  Countries  r*  tPefiave 

'   ^  fea 


loft  batf  thelbalahce  of  our  tfacfe  i  kt  from  the  LoW  Coumnci 
and  Hollsrad  we  derived  atleaft  that(!tare  of  the  balance  of  oitt 
trade:  We  had  loft  {irhat  wc  engaged  to  protect:  We  hadjoft 
much  of, the  bcft  bloo^  of  the  kingdom  $  we^had  l«ft  many  mil. 
lions  of  money  I  and  we  had  loft  whi^  was  more  important  thaa 
all  thefe — we  had  loft  our  character ;  as  our  condu£i  made  us. 
appear  cnviou89  and  as  a  people  not  defirous  of  feeing  any  othet 
cduntry.  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  liberty  but  oUrfelvcs.  **  On 
this  account,  my  Lords,"  laid  the  Eari,  ^  I  fubmit  to  your  )l.ord- 
fbxpiy  with  the  titmc^  fincerity,  the  following  refolution, 
founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of  juftice :    . 

.  ^«  That  this  country  ought  not^  nor  will  not  interfere  in  the  Uitfnut 

aSdrs  of  France^  and  that  it  is  expedient,  explicitly  to  declare  theime/*  - 

*  ■  •  ^     *  .  •-    -^ 

TBe  EarJ  (f  AbUtrilon  tzxi^  if  the  Noble  Lord  had  fet  oiit 
with  (hewing  that  the  French  revolution  had  no  other*  obje^k 
in  view  than  merely  that  of  its  own  internal  regulsttion,  that  It 
^ver  had,  nor  profefled  to  have  had,  any  intention  to 
interfere  with  the  Governments  of  any  other  countriesy  and 
particularly  of  this,  from  the  cordiality  of  its  afl^ion  for  the 
Eqglifli  nation^  his  motion  might  have  had  Ibme  ground  tp 
ftand  upon.  But  the  very  reyerfe  of  this,  being  fo  much  the 
fad}  as  to  defy  a  contradi&ton  of  it  even  from  that  Noble  Lonl 
himfelfi  what  muft  be  the  opinion,  in  every  man's  mind,  of 
jfcich  a  motion  as  this?  What  muft  be  the  Noble  LeurdV 
own  opinion  of  it  ?     '  -^     y   . 

'  poes  not  the  Noble  Loid  know  that  retaliatbn,  ^^  an  eye  for 
an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,''  is  the  law  of  t)ie  Gofjpel  ? — And 
(ere,  too,  is  the  retaliation  propofed  ?  Fratice  would  have  given 
|o  this  count!  y  what  they  have  themfelves,  namely,  anarchy  and 
confufion,  which  is  no  government  at  all ;  Great  Britain  ofiins 
to  give  them  in  exchange,  what  we  have  ourfelves,  (not  anarchy 
4^nd  confufioB,  thank  God,  as  yet,  but)  the  happinefs  of  a  fettled 
Obvemment.  Behold,  then,  the  difiereoce — and  yet  the  Noble 
jtord  obje£ls  to  this*  And  bow  isthis  to  be  accounted  for,  but- 
^t  the  Noble  Lord  does  not  believe' in  the  law  of  retaliationy 
dthough  founded  upon  that  chriftian*like  prtncipleof  returning 
good  for  evil  ?  He  does  not,  therefore,  believe  in  the  Gospel-— 
and  why  ?  becaufe  that  Jacobinifm,  which  has  robbed  him  of 
hb  politics  as  an  EngliOiman,^  and  more  efpecially  as  a  Peer  of 
diis  Hoofe,  has  taken  from  him  his  religion,  and  in  my  con?-  ^ 
^ience,  I  tl^rtk,  has  deprived  him^bpo  of  his  fenfes. 

i    .  .«<  Qoem'Deus  vult  pAlerf»  prius  dementat/*'  < 

i^sliprd(hipadded^  be  was  againft  tlie  Nable  Lord's  motloti. 
.•■••■-  ■  .Eca        '  ■•  ^  tie 


^:  "fl^Skfl ^  GaYttfie  ddtfittfeiff  tflat^e  MbM^  Sari's  ptbfftd^ 
Mt»ti  WM  rk>t  dbjeAimatiN?  irt  iVfetf,  t)U»  obj^dtMiMt'M  not 

fk^nWiifl  Mni  ii  rl^  tb  Meifere  iMih  tilt  internal  a&ib  «f 
mi<iAii$r  tott)ftft]^>  €^  ^ili  9ur  gov^mili^rtr,  fa  ^pdt^ir  couM  hoi{ 
M  ifeKiecti  af)d  hs  ^cUtfT^  mi  {tiit«  il-^iffi&iiltfhrfieeeding  r<» 
k ;  but  if  fe  put,  he  Mi^ti^  1«  W6ttk(  ndi  dufw^t  the  porpofe 

.  ibi"  which  the  Nobld  SafT hMl  bfduglit  it  forward*  But  if  the 
!9obl^  LdM  iheiiMf  th^  ^tft^ouht^  HM  not  a  right  m  iat«r-^ 
ftii!  wif h  alYbttMi*)  wM^  b^F  ftMncM  tfDi  tl^ete  eftablrfliinif 
fuch  a  r^em  of  got-^tnlUMr^  ars  (5o«fiiih«d  in  It  f6«d^  df  atomt 
and  danger  to  the  fafety  of  its  own,  to  the  propdiition  fo  ap-^ 
plied  he  could  not  concur  In  it.  On  tuch  extraordinary  occa(iona, 
as  tlie French  Iiavihg  made  regulations,  and  prdpagaied  dbt- 
Irtne^i  fedforc^d  hf  dfor^s,  atid  fa^lonfcd  by  th^  dudtpFitj^of 
tf)e  esiftin^ leqiiOatut^ of  Fratte«;  wfakh  ettdefitly  andltiinl^ 
^disirrif.tendt^d  to  tonter  the  enilteiite  of  bur  eonftkHtiml  tni* 
feciire>  Onnit  Brkalil  il^o«ild  furely  bis  }ttftilied  in  dx^efleapi^d^ 

;  lite  b^dflds  and  limits  pnfiiribed  br  the  law  6f  nations,  anS 
^Hhofewbe  had'  wretteti  upon  cbat  ftibjefki  for  cottntrieinMStiiig 

'-  nml^r  cMtnarj  eti^mftairees^.  That  France  had  kkl.  db^*ti 
fllfe  nfoft  aiohftrou^  pmp6fttit5As,  and  by  open  aiid  aiirowtAdie<» 
darartWit^'^endeawtiired  to  thread  dbArinee  a6v6ad  in  ^ 
tkrorlUv^hieh  in  tbetr  nature  were  boftile  and  alarnling  iti  th« 
•xtveiie  tO' other  goft^rtimeiitas)  afid  ef^cially  tofuchaawmtt 
of  a  monarchical  form,  was  in  fa£t  too  well  eibtbUfiied  to  .adt» 
inii  of^<pid!ion.  He  had'only^  tb  vAix  tb  b^r  decree  of  Ihc 
it^th  fA  Novehlber  i*f(yi^  for  fui  j^rodf  of-  thii  aflertt<»n  ;  iimc 
Imd  heyet  feen  anything  like  a  dired^eatplicit^and  ufie^uivMaiT 
difaYo4ral  of  that  decree*  He  wbuM  not  aecbpt  of  any  ch]ti||r; 
tending  tt>  put  a  difi^retit  eonftnyfiion  i^n  thi^  cootitit^i^. 
fhat  decree^  from  ifrhat  iti^rtdentiy  bore,  dwt  might  be  c©l- 
b£led  frt>m  fcraps  of  paper^  from  vbibsl}  mcffagea,  firomin* 
^^d  eommtihiedtieti%  or  fhmi  partis  abd  paf&ges  of  f«bfe« 

.  ^uefnt/irretatiTe  proeeeditiga.  TUtde^ee  had  been  a£tetl^il 
bythofe  wk&Daiie4it:     This  country  hid  feen  theCbftvtni- 

',^  ipt&k Tcdetve  « hibdftti  of  d^en,  H«e  amba(fcdoTff  of  ftdiiton  from 

*  ^Itence,  in  afl  the  ceremony  of  their  aflemWy ;  ahd  the  whble  of 
K6r  cottdud  had  &hce  ^ecn  fttch^  as  to  confirm  and  corroborate 
Mat  fl)e  held  ottt  in  that  famcnis  decree^  ami  to  fbew  ihM  ite 

•  was  dctermihed  to  reaJin  th^'vtoflrines  it  cbntaiifed)  atid  talce 
•every   oppotttintty'' of  caityftig   her  theory   into   jprafikitev 

'^  Neither  "Great  Britain  nor  Euroge  could  therefor?  -rely  on  the 

''finccrity  of  Franc6,   wWi  ripgaM  tb  tfre'ex^Mlatfetv  of  that 

*-  ijSecfte  wMch.the  N^le*  Earl  had  bccit  plcafcdto^givcnt,^!! 

* '  ihcj  fifw  that  decree  formally  renpiihccd  aadrci]fefcderf,-aikl  iKc 

•  -^  line 
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lint  of<iMd«a»  Aatluul  nrfaked  fMft  it|  emintly  abaiutoined. 
But  the  Earl  faid,  he  m\rfl  attcrl^r  4a(iyy  thit  th«  imerfcrienteii 
^lat(gied  upon  and  fAahitatn«d^  b^  thn  Koble  Earl  in  bii  argu-* 
ment^  as  tinit  ^efcribed  in  hit  motioni  waa  hf%»y  Mieatia  our 
dbjcd  iiv  the  pMftf ni  vmlv.  It  waa  not  agafinft^thi}  Frendi .  le^ 
pttbUo»tha€  we  direAed  out  arms,  Rt«lVly  tMcaureitwaaafc* 
puhlie,  hut  b«ca«fe  it  threatened  £u»pe,wich  dcArttOion: 
A  MonfteF  had  fidlied  fbnh  feota  its  den,  and'fnchaced  the  ad- 
^tmtng  ftatea  and  tcrritodca  with  ruin  and  devaftation^;  com- 
.fliM  fafety  therefore  made  it  ntceflary  to  humat  back  to  its 
tetrvs^,  ^tMl  if  peOible  to  hedge  it  hh^fo  as  to  Tecure  ourfelvea 
and  its  neighbours  from  fucure  attack  or  cnctoachment. 

When  the  United  States  of  ^AmeHcaadoMtd  a  republtcaa 
knttk^  of  l^omnment,  not  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  other 
ftates>  we  did-  n^t  Interim  \  it  was  evident,  that  the  happinefe 
■ndfeiBttHty  of  tbofie  whowere  to  live  under  it  had  been  c^fi" 
Adtsd,  and  the  tranqoilUty  of  other  nations  waa  ilot  IHtely  tm 
.  he  diftttfbed  by4t»  When  that  great  man^  who  now  fo  ably 
and  with- fo  muitb  tetnper  and  wifdom  guided  the  helm  of  tho 
Aineyicao  go^eimiient,  ihoiild  be  loft  to  the  world,  it  was  im* 
poffiUe  to  forefee  into  what  anarchy  and  confufion  that  ce^  . 
ptblie.  might  not  itd) }  but  mW\  as  ervery  friend  to  America 
MMtht  tameiit  the  dirtamftanGe^  it  cotild  not  be  the  wifli  or  the 
ll]^of  thiacouatryn^^interfere,  folon?  as  nothing  happened  tha« 
Mthi  the  inteirpofition  of  Great  Br icatn  unavoidable  in  her  own 
^efeneOk  He  for  one  was,  and  always  had  been,  extremelf 
defcmm  ^af  peatt,  Hrhenew^r  it  eoWld  be  made  with  fafety  and 
^#Mi  hoAOOf ;  but  he  few  no  probability  in  the  prDfpe£l|  that 
.  ipiio|pofitiOn  ib  general  and  indefinite  as  that  of  the  Noble  Karl 
coidd  aitf#ef  we  defireable  purpofe  of  accelerating  peace : 
Amltfceitfbreaii  he  would  not  negative,  what,  confidered  an 
mi  <ib(lra£l  ptopoGtion^  he  did  not  me^n  to  deny,  yet  on  t|t» 
psoimd  of  its  ineicpediency  he  would  meet  it  either  by  mor^' 
S^^  the^ivW^KT  ^AigfMiror  what  had  been  deemed  more  pro* 
periiy  a  pt«vious  queftion,  moving  r#  a^&mrn.  His  Lotddiip 
^^eoxdiofly  moved,  *<  That  the  Ploufe  do  wvfmijmirH,^ 

Jj/ri  /imcUand  faid,  that  in  order  to  decide  how  far  the  md^ 
tkmof  the  Noble  £ari  had  a  claim  to  be  received  and  adopted 
hy  tii<4r  Lordfh^s,  the  mind  was  naturally  led  to  examiiio  the 
nofitton  of  pubfe  ttktt^  under  which  fuclvaqueftion  was 
brought  forwards.  It  htA  been  his  wffli  to  have  entered  into 
ihrsexanikiatioii  an  the  4irft  day  of  the  fel&on,  but  he  had  given 
way  tochers  rill  bethought  it  too  late  to  ofer  himfelf  to  the 
iRha^ifted  attetiUon  of  the  Uou£e.  Conlldering  the  pirt  wfaid^ 
Ik  had  taken  in  the  coaaiwienaewint  of  ^hewar,  and  iW  ht 


jbad  been  jperfon^Uy  inu^h  coavetlant.  in  the  opeoip^  9^  ^^"^ 

^  i^     '  focaea 
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fecacc  wfaidi  ncnr  aflB£l  tnd  appall  mavktnd^  be  IhoMAhaH 
a  fanber  iiUnce  vmnaalf  and  unoccoihing. 
.'  H^  fiolti  however,  tliaC  he  was  entering  into  a  diicnffion'oT 
peat  extent  and  diffictdtyt  in  which  it  would  lie  neceflary  for 
bim  to  ftate  nanf  punful  truths^  which  undoubtedly  Ukd 

Cflisd  through  the  minds  of  many  men,  hut  whidi  no  man-, 
d  yet  attempted  to  bring  openly  into  one  point  vt  ^kws 

He  bqgged  leave  to  premile,  tint  he  had  now  been  feparated- 
near 41  year  from  all  oflkial  duties,  and  during  the  latter  part* 
of  that  period,  from  all  official  eommnnications.  He  would- 
be  underftood  however  to  menrion  this,  not  for  the  purpofe  of 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  any  (hare  in  the  embarraflinent  of 
the  moment :  He  was  willing  to  meet  the  whole  refponGbility 
before  God  and  man,,  as  far  as  he  could  be  involved  in  it  by 
on  adherence  to  opinions  whicfa  hefonceived  to  be  well  found* 
ed :  Still  lefs  had  he  the  vanity  to  iafinuate  that  he  could  have 
ffiveo  better  advice  than  had  been  followed :  He  mentioned 
It,  becauCe  it  relieved  him  from  thofe  referves  which  naturally 
mnd  properly  attach  on  every  npan  who  is  to  fpeak  on  puUio 
affairs  after  having  recently  quitted  a  long  career  of  puhEc 
embaflies« 

He  had  pafled  the  period^  to  which  he  alluded,  in  retire* 
mcnt,  and  had  taken  no  concern  in  the  events  of  the  war4)e« 
yond  the  general  intereft  which  had  compelled  htm  to  adveit- 
to  thQ  current  and  progrefs  of  aur  calamiries.  The  accumu* 
latioh  of  thofe  calamities  had  been  without  intermiffion  or 
refpite,  and  (contrary  to  the  varied  chatafler  of  all  other  wars)  • 
without  any  incident  of  a  p^fperous  kind  to  dtverfify  the 
icene,  or  to  alleviate  the  fentiments  excited.  At  leaft  it  bad- 
been  no  alleviation  to  his  mind,  that  our  enemies,  though  tri*^ , 
umphant  abroad,  were  fufiering  unexampled  mifery  at  faome« 
It  was  indeed  true,  that,  in  the  feven  months  of  which  he  wat 
fpeakiogi  the  interior  of  FraiTce  had  exhibited  feenes  of  fc** 
rocitf ,  bloodi.aiKl  defolation,  at  which  humanity  vrill  (hudder 
asJoM  as  hiilory  fhall  exift.  But  it  muft  at  the  fame  time  bo 
.ccmfened.that  the  armies  of  France  in  the  profecution  of^thft 
avaf,  and  tue  eouncils  of  France  in  the  dire£kion  and  rcfources  - 
of*the.AVar,  had  manifefted  great  enei^  and  great  abiKtf.* 
And  k  bad  been  the  infcrutable  will  of  Providence^  that  theiat 
efifprtSi  though  founded  in  crimes,  and  maintained  and  main^ 
latnable.  oohr  by  crimes,  fliould  have  the  fulleft  fuceefs* 

He  had  Hlcribed  this  focoefs  to  the  will  of  Providence  ^  ftiU,  - 
and  CQtiKftently  with  religious  fubmiffion,  he  might  be  peih» 
m^ted  io  inquire  how  far  it  had  been  brought  about  by  tha* 
•pivPlioa  cf .  naiucal  aiid  biiiaao  Mufcs.' 

*     Whi* 
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'  '^Wliilft  OUT  enemies  we're  difrcgarding^  tlie  main  column  of 
tbe  allied  sMTTOiesi  Aipported  99  k  wa^by  a  chain*  of  ftrong 
places,  extending  from  Gharleroy  to  Lmdredcs  y  whiift^  Hionr 
trary  to  all  ihenileg  of  war  and  of  prUdentcCy'they  weref  rifquuig 
an  attack  on  each  flank  of  that  coUioin  %  whitft  ihej  were  try^ 
ing  every  thing  and  hazarding  every  thing }  the"c6ndti£i  pf  a 
principal  part  of  our  allies  wa»  of  a  very  different  defcriptiotit 
He  would  *fay  nothing  of  its  good  faHh,  its  morality,  x>r  its 
wifdom;  be  would  only  obierve,  that  the  alliance  ailudedto 
had  notbeen  merely  ufelefs  i  it  had  b^eii  pofitiY^iy  prejiidieifll 
to  us^  it' had  led  us  to  mifezlctilate  ourmeans;  and  our  iup- 
pofed  ilrength  became  wcrfe  than  a  known  and  teal  weaknefsi^ 
'  Lord  Auckland  added,  that  it  was  a  queftron  open  to  control 
v^rfy,  but  lit  thought  he  couM  ihcw  and  proves  to  any  |inpre-> 
judiced  Diind>'  that  it  was  much  kfs  the  force  of  the  enemy 
(what  the  Noble  Ear)  \nd  been  pleafed  to  call  *^  RepubKcaU 
energy  and  virtue")»  than  the  disjointed,  ill-trombined,  and  dif^ 
cordant  condud  of  the  allies,  which  hadhrought  Us  to  out  prd<-<. 
fent  pontioQ.  He  would  pafs  over  the  details  which  had  led  to 
that  poAtionj  unhappily  they  were  too  well  known.  He  ^uld' 
come  to  the  predicament  of  the  day,  in  which  the  puUic  opi^ 
nion  feems  to  be  balanced  between  two  doubts  ^  the  doubt  whc^ 
-  tber  the  war  can  be  pit)fecuted  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs ;  and 
the  doubt  whether  any  meafure  ean  be  adopted  towards  attain^ 
i%  apacification. 

•  That  thefe  kingdoms  (hould  ]»ate  fallen  into  fuch  a  po&tioii 
ht  would  confefs  he  had  not  expeded ;  and  yet  it  mtgnt  be  in 
th|e  recolleQioa  of  many^  that  his  ipeeches  on  the  fubjetl  had 
never  heen  fanguine  ;  he  had  repeatedly  ftated  in  that  Houflf 
the  difadvantages  and  danger  of  contending^  with  a  populdit4  ^ 
nation  of  encihics,  who  had  abandoned  cv^rv  reftraint  oi  law^ 
1>enevo]ence,  andfcligion,  to  which,  he^trufted,  Great  Britain 
wpuld  ever  adhere  (  and  who  bad  rejeAed  all  the  rectivud  nd« 
lions  of  public  faith  and  private  property}  and 'who,  conrven* 
injr  tfaemfelves  into  an  armed  deraocmev,  bad  declared  #ar 
againft.manktnd.  Still  he  had  not  foreteen  the  unbounled 
fupcefsof  their  arms}  he  might  add,  that  he  Ivtsnof  nroiti 
mftoni(bed  by  that  fuccefs^  than  the  nameMsltfaden  of  thcnricw 
tofious  armies  coofefs  tfaemfelves  to  Jiavebeeii  9  anad  lie  itif^hc 
mptal  for  the  truth  of  his  afle'rtioh  to  the  prbted  4)ttl]it)l  of 
the  Conventions  Nothing  lofs  than  fueh  fiiecelii  coiitd  bv^i 
«kept  together  the  foptilar  mafs,  which  muft  odMrwHe  IMI 
fhlltfa  to  pieces  under  its  own  wei^  and  ptefllkft.   '•' * 

:£he  fad  refult  is,  that  Europe  is  now  tremMMig  Oil  !(f  M#» 
T||e4bifthcr«4ingdonis  of  the  continme  afefimly  ftrsg^iiy 
to  maintaia  a  ddvnfi^  wap»*ittidf<wmtiaeji  fe<»iiNHf  3Mi»  . ' 
<  •  5  aer* 
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•vef-nin  and  fubfoned,  or  at  kaft  ii»  be  reduced  to  (bmertvsity 
•a  Catal)  pcurKups,  as  fiilHiiiflioa  t^  conqudl.  Tlie  Luc  Aufr 
irifto  Nccb«r!0iiid8  ue  hccomt  part  of  Francre :  And  tfa^  inder 
peodciHre  of  Holland,  the  proteAion  pf  which  h^d  hcpn  aii 
original  atid  priflanpy  objopb  of  the  wdr*-<*that  independence  . 
l^hicb  we  were  bo^nd  by  ^ery  confider»tbn  of  national  inte- 
f dft»  md  mtional  honouc,  to  reftore  and  fuppon-^-fhat  inde* 
pendente  wot  in  ^tjFtn^  daager,^  perhaps  wiifain  a  very  fiiort 
ffsm  of  time  it  would  be  lo(t  Such  an  event,  grievoiM  xo  u> 
•a  tt  might  bet  waa  not  maic  iniprobaUe  than  many  events 
vhick  h^d  lately  taken  plate;  nor,  in  his  opinion,  would  it$ 
pusfchiefi  be  materiaUy  palliated  or  c^ualified,  by  cfae  fort  of 
negotiation  def<*ribed  in  the  Kind's  Speech.  He  nowcntreatcd 
.their  LonMhip$  to  carry  ihcir  Tiewe  to  more  diiUnt  fccnes) 
^  6tiiatipn  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands  wa«  become  an;rioii3  an^ 
even  utfink^z  And  the  infernal  policy  of  arming  tl^e  inhabit-' 
jtnts  in  a  uiafo  had  been  attempted  to  be  extended  to  the  uc- 
i;roe8.  If  we  next  look  to  the  comparative  (late  of  ouv  n^val 
yower»  We  (hail  fee,  it  is  true,  a  larger  and  more  efficient  force 
than  Giett  JQritain  ever  poflciled  in  the  fecond  yiear  of  any  war^ 
.  The  number  of  (hipa  of  the  line  in  conimi(Eofi  {(indq>endei»t 
''Jo(  gu0rd(hipe}  were  fixty)  on  the  lit  of'Janu^y  I7$9  9  Cer 
>enty-five  on  the  iftof  January  1779;  and  etdity-nine  on 
the.  ift  of  January  1795*  He  (Uted  tiii$  circumftance  fioaa  a 
dcfire  to  render  juRice  to  the  efforts  of  the  AdmiraMffy  U^^ 
iMment  wlkn  it  ni&ft  ht^omc'^GSmB  to  difpamge  thpm* 
On  tlie  other. haudi  he  wai  unable  to  (h#t  Im  e|re&^gaioft  tb< 
foifiiidabtc'avd  iMoeafiog  navy  of  the  eneniyi  mt  could  hf 
4onccsi\  from  him£Hf  the  poOibiiity  (h^t  tjie  FieiKJb  nava!  lorcf 
■light  fi>on  deri^  newt beingth  from  an  accefiion oCDiitch i^aval 
Ibrns*  D^ilch  (eaiim>>  Dutch  (hipf^of  war^  and  Dutch  port«« 
[Jl'be  opQfa|«ri^ce$  to  be  apprehendedi  both  in  a  oaval  and  com*- 
«Mr(M  fqi^t  of  fuewy  bom  thi^  date  of  t^rngtCf  of  jthe  Col^ 
amt  aftdof  4i4li»aritime  fprcci  ^ere  imnoccfnury  to  befarlJkr 
^i$\iSM\  hfi  withnd  only  to  ibew,  that  he  waa  not  bii^  <p 
fi»e-eiiiiAingffliei|geoey,jn forming  a  judg^ientoo  tbequcfUo* 
fvhiih^hud  Iweii  tind  fmij^  be  broufllR'  forwardf , 

O^Nll)er^tb^  tGreiamftmcfa  {and  he  wiihod  neither  to  aggmr 
1Hlii^nor^af«lUa^idif«>)*^i|b4;bepiofpea  of  farther  mSmr 
1»Q9fb  mt  ftrimi^fyjmf9Piiti»  h^pe  of  fitrtberaid,  ^heir  I^n^t 
IWlpsmieitikid  up^fi'lOidMde^  yvhtfhct  it  would  be  5(^ifel^ 
fWMe.«lvfiNNd  MNi  lOV^erfturea  lor  peace,  and  nffMailuf^i^ 
^  Vbedier  i^^mM  be  eapediant  to  decH^ns,  that  thiacauiinf 
^A^imp^fm.'m  ib&MUOMl'afiaira of  France  i" 
w9eiiir*i^  fwoi'tbtaiitopfffiti0fi^^  dMkfm 

aniinriOndiirMfiillT  iiiii^rri  i  in  fitiiifritr  ^Mki  nrnnmir  <a  m^^ 

I   '  fication. 
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fication,  compatible  w  ith  the  honour*  fccurity,  and  interefts 
of  thefe  kingdoms.  In  order  to  decide  lu)w  far  it  was  really 
Calculated  for  purpofes  fo  cilential,  having  given  a  general 
ftatement  of  our  a£lual  pofition,  he  would  next  consider  the 
object  to  which  we  are  dire£ltng  our  fteps :  It  would  at  leaft 
be  prudent  to  do  this  before  we  decide  as  to  the  means  of  ar*' 
rivin;^  at  that  objeft. 

When  we  wcr^  forced  to  engage  in  this  arduous  ftruggle,  hef 
had  fully  concurred  with  his  Majcfty's  minifters  in  opinion^ 
that  this  country  had  a  jufl  pretenCon  to  profecute  the  war^ 
not  till -die  fhould  obtain^  but  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining^ 
indemnity  for  the  paft,  as  well  as  fecurity  for  the  future. 

It  was  evidenti  however,  that  this  claim  of  indemnity  was 
liable  to  be  qualified  and  fufpcnded,  ox*  even  renounced,  ac-* 
cording  to  contingencies  and  circupiftances,  and  the  fate  of  thef 
war.  With  refpeft  fo  the  otjier  ponfiderationyhe  ftill  thought 
that  it  wa^  the  duty  of  the  lCing*s  government,  becaufe  it  was 
the  dflcntial  intcreft  of  the  kingdom,  to  profecute  the  conteft} 
till  a  peace  fliall  be  accompliftied  which  may  be  fecure  amlpro^^ 
mifc  permanency. 

The  quedion  of  national  fecurity,  in  framing  a  pacification^ 
was  one  of  thofe  which  in  all  preliminary  debates  (hoOld  bcf 
left  generally  and  indefinitely.  It  could  not,  without  mifchief^ 
be  reduced  to  fpecific  terms  and  conditions  in  that  Houfe;  itf 
firft  arrangements  muft  neceffarily  be  confided  to  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  cro\vn  and  the  refponfibtlity  of  minifters. 

As  far  as  general  expreflions  can  go,  he  thought  the  Une  of 
pacification  well  defcribcd  at  the  opening  of  the  laft  feffion  bf 
a  Noble  Earl  ( Guildford),  who  moved,  as  an  Amendment  tc 
the  Addrefs  which  he  (Lord  Auckland)  had  feconded,  "  That 
his  Majefty  (Iiould  feize  thq  earlieft  opportunity  to  conclude 
a  peace,  by  which  the  permanent  fafcty  of  his  fubjeft's,  and 
the  independence  and  (ecurity  of  Europe,  may  be  provided 
for/'  He  had  thought  that  Amendment  objeftionable  only 
becaufe  it  M'as  fupcrfluous,  and  becaufe  it  feemed  to  prefcribe 
to  his  Majefty's  miiirftcrs  a  line  of  duty  which  he  was  furc 
would  never  cfcapc  their  recolleftion,  amidft  the  multiplitd[ 
cares  and  anxieties  q{  the  M'ar«  The  Amendment  itfelf  contained 
folid  fenfe,  and  a  principle  of  juft  and  wife  policy  refpe£ling 
the  independence  of  Europe,  which,  he  trufted,  ^c  neveief 
fliould  be  reduced  to  abandon. 

Lord  Auckland  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  he  never  had  ob- 

jefted,  and  never  would  objeft,  to  any  pacific  ptopofitioitt 

folely  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to  an  acknowledgment 

q!  the  republican  form  of  govcrnn\ent  which  had  been  intro- 

•  duced  into  Fraupe,   It  was  with  reluftnncc  that  he  fliould  ever 

Vox.  t^:  F  f  «on- 
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confent  to  fuch  an  acknowledgment^  but  he  had  always 
thought  U  a  poflibie  event ;  at  prefent  it  was  more  than  poili-  • 
blc.  The  war  was  not  made  to  prevent  France  from  giving  to 
herfelf  the  conftitution  that  ihe  may  prefer;  but  to  prevent 
her  from  giving  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  her  allies,  all  the 
Avretchednefs  and  horrors  of  a  wild  democracy.  The  Noble 
Earl  had  dated,  that  the  Convention  had  lately  renounced  the 
intolerant  and  malignant  principle  to  which  he  alluded ;  but 
the  decree  which  the  Noble  Earl  had  cited  to  prove  this,  was 
only  a  provifional  claufe  of  a  conftitution  not  yet  in  force  ;  let 
the  do£lrine  of  that  decree  be  firmly  and  unequivocally  efta* 
bliflied,  and. he  was  ready,  on  his  part,  to  fay,  that  ho  never 
would  interrupt  France  in  her  political  plans  and  arrangements 
ait  home,  which  (he  might  multiply  and  change  as  often  as  flie 
probably  would  do,  before  (he  could  arrive  at  any  femblance 
of  tranquillity. 

Lord  AucKland  added,  that  in  the  eventual  acknowledge 
nient  of  the  French  Republic,  he  (hould  greatly  deplore  the 
difperfion  and  irretrievable  ruin  of  many  illuftrious  families 
^nd  excellent  individuals,  involved  in  the  abolition  or  contir 
nued  fufpenfion  of  the  Frwich  monarchy.  With  this  fentiment, 
and  fo  long  as  the  war  may  laft,  he  (Iiould  think  it  a  fair  pre-> 
ten(ion  to  dircGt  our  efforts  to  the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy; 
and  this  was  the  more  jafti  becaufe  to  him  it  was  ei'ident  that 
a  re*eftablifhed  monarchy  would  give  to  Europe  the  bed  fecu- 
rity  for  a  permanent  peace.  In  the  mean  time,  he  never  had 
underftood,  and  never  would  allow,  that  this  country  could 
pkdge  her  good  faith,  rather  to  bury  herfelf  under  the  ruins  of 
Europe,  than  to  acknowledge  the  French  Republic. 

He- had  already  intimated,  that  it  was  eligible  to  leave  to  mir 
niftcrs.  a  full  difcretion  in  the  arrangements  and  conccflions  to 
be  made  towards  obtaining  a  fafe  pacification.  The  unpio- 
voked  manner  in  which  war  was  declared  againft  us,  certainly 
gave  us  a  juft  title  to  indemnity,  if  we  could  acquire  and  main- 
tain it;  but  that  indemnity  would  ceafe  to  deferve  the  name, 
if  it  were  to  confift  in  new  pofleffions  to  ourfelves,  whilft  our 
neighbours  and  allies  were  to  be  deprived  both  of  their  terri- 
tory and  their  independence. 

It  had  often  been  a  leCTon  which  Providence  had  in  vain 
".^iven  to  mankind,  that  the  bloodlcil  ami  moft  expenfive  wars 
ftiould  end  as  they  began,  without  any  valuable  acquifition  to 
either  party,  and  fometimes  on  the  ftrid  principle  of  the  Jlatus 
quo*  This  was  a  hard  nieafure  towards  the  party  which  had  not 
been  the  aggreiTor,  and  therefore  he  finccrcly  hoped  that  it 
would  not  be  our  lot  in  the  clofc  of  the  prefent  war.  He  did 
ViOl  mcanby  thefe  remarks  to  difparage  the  value  of  our  con- 
quells  •, 
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quijfts ;  he  was  well  aware  of  their  importance,  both  to  our 
commerce  and  navigation.  .  It  was  the  duty  of  Jus  Majefty's 
ininiftersy  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  up  nothing  improYldcntly 
or  unneccflarily  i  on  the  other  hand,  they  would  recoiled  that 
in  the  great  coniideratioh  of  future  peace,  profperity,  and  fe- 
curity,  the  independence  of  neighbouring  dates  might  be  more 
important  to  us  than  any  aggrandifemcnt  of  pofleflions. 

What  were  the  deduftions  from  what  he  had  t^us  dated? 
He  had  not  commenced  the  war  for  any  unreafonabIe»  unjuft, 
or  wild  objeft ;  he  was  not  profecuting  the  war  to  gratify  an 
obfttnacy  of  opinion  j  he  was  defirous  of  peace,  if  it  were  ac- 
companied by  any  hope  oP  fecurityand  permanency:  But  he 
did  not  think  it  either  wife,  or  Honourable,  or  neceiTary,  to 
cxprefs  a  defpondency  which  we  had  yet  no  oufe  to  feel  \  to 
crouch  with  a  timid  precipitancy;  and  to  throw  ourfelves  at 
the  feet  of  an  unprincipled  and  malignant  enemy.  He  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  prefent  circumdances,  any  negotiation  could 
be  opened,  or  any  treaty  concluded,  which  would  not  be  more 
dangerous  than  a  continuiiuce  of  the  war  with  all  its  diffi- 
culties. 

If  our  condition  were  fo  deplorable,  as  fome  affc£l  to  think 
It,  the  fuppofition  that  Prance  would  make  peace  with  us  was 
a  grofs  abfurdity ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  dill  poffcfs  the 
means  and  refources,  which  he  believed  us  to  poiTcfsy  w^c  ought 
not  yet  to  make  peace  with  her. 

Again,  if  it  Le  truir,  as  fome  have  urged,  that  France  is  cx- 
hauded  and  fmking  inio  a  date  oE  inabiaty,  it  is  our  duty  and 
our  intered  not  to  give  peace  to  her,  till  the  independence  of 
Europe  is  replaced  and  afcertained :  On  the  other  hand,  if  her 
condition  is  as  vigorous,  and  full  of  refources,  as  the  Noble 
Earl  and  others  are  pleafed  to  contend  it  to  be,  (he  will  not 
make  peace  with  us;  and  we  have  no  fafety»  nor  hope  of  fafcrty* 
but  in  a  grea*  and  dcfperate  effort.  Thus,  in  every  point  of 
-view,  with  a  reference  to  tHe  means  and  refources  of  cither 
country,  it  was  his  opinion  that,  in  the  prefent  circumdances^ 
we  have  no  alternative  but  in  firmnefs ;  and  in  the  precept  of 
•the  deerfman,  alluded  to  by  a  Noble  Marquis  (Lanfdown) 
in  a  former  debate-^*'  Steady !  dendy  !*' 

With  refpeft  to  the  pad  conduft  of  the  war,  or  its  future 
dtrediion  and  plans,  thofe  were  conGderations  which.be  did 
not  at  prefent  mean  to  touch. 

In  examining  our  poGtion  and  profpefts,  he  had  been  foil* 
citous  to  avoid  two  extremes— the  extreme  of  thofe  who  fcem 
to  think  that  peace  nuy  be  had  ac  any  moment,  and  who  talk 
«f  it  as  if  tlicy  had  tec  treaty  already  prepared  and  in  their 

F  f  2  /  pockets  'p 


xio  WOODF ALL'S  PAHUAMfelTPARV  REPORTS.  [L©i»s, 

pocketi '»  an<t  tlie  extreme  df  thofe  who  think  that  peace  is 
Utterly  unattainable. 

He  was  far  from  adopting  the  firft  of  thofe  opinions^  The 
prefent  leaders  of  the  French  Republic  were  certainly  left 
abandoned  in  principle,  and  lefs  ferocious  in  manners,  than 
the  107  monfters  who  were  brought  to  tlie  fcaffold  on  the  2Sih 
of  July.  But  they  might  natun^lly  be  elated  by  their  fucccflcs  ; 
they  might  have,  or  might  fuppoie  thn  they  have,  an  intereft 
in  prolonging  the  war  ;  they  might  think  it  dangerous  10  bring' 
back  into  France  their  own  vitiorious  armies  \  they  mi^ht 
perftiadc  themfelvcs  that  England  has  much  to  lofe,  whilft  they 
have  nothing  that  can  be  taken,  or>  which  they  place  any  va* 
luc.  In  a  word,  their  fyftcm  might  be  (whut  their  coiivcn- 
ventional  debates  proclaim  it  to  be  J,  farther  conqucft,  and  not 
peace. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  admit  implicitly  the  feeond 
of  thofe  opinions.  It  might  be  contrary  to  the  individual  in- 
tereft  of  the  leaders  of  the  tiny  in  France  to  make  peace  •,  but; 
it  has  been  feen  that  they  are  Jeadcrf  only  of  a  day.  It  mull  be 
the  intereft,  it  muft  be  the  wifli  of  the  people  at  large  to  be 
reftored  to  tranquillity. 

The  fermentations  of  a  great  country  may  be  violent  for  z 
tline ;  but  fuch  a  ftatc  is  not  natural  to  the  human  mind,  and  v 
pught  not  to  be  confidered  as  permanent.  In  public  as  well  as 
in  -private  life,  a  wife  man  will  take  his  precautions,  as  far  a^ 
circumftances  will  allow,  againll  Ciil amities,  however  improbn- 
bie  ;  but  the  general  line  of  hiscondu£l  will  be  dire£lcd  by  hii 
eftimate  of  probabilities.  And  though  it  is  a  charaderiiUc  of 
the  prefent  age,  that  few  events  happen  acconling  to  reafonable 
calculations,  that  is  no  gr6und  for  not  continuing  to  calculate, 
and  to  ad  on  the  deductions  of  common  fenfe  and  the  experi- 
ence of  ages.  France  requires,  repofc ;  her  inhabitahts  ia 
'|;cncral  wi(h  it ;  all  their  habits  and  connexions,  and  deareft 
mterefts  of  life  require  it.  Their  finances  are  ft  retched  to  the 
utmoft :  Their  population  requires  peace }  their  agriculture, 
rommerce,  manufaflrures,  and  fubfiiccnce,  require  it. 

fn  faying  that  the  French  finances  were  ftretchcd  to  the  ut- 
moft, he  defircd  not  to  be  underftootl  to  draw  any  flattering 
or  conclufive  rcafonings  from  the  imperfect  details  which  were 
received  of  the  refources  and  means  of  the  enemy.  He  had 
•feen  in  their  laft  ftatemcnts,  that  they  cinnot  reduce  their  ex* 
pences  to  lefs  than  twelve  millions  ftcrling  per  month;  and 
'that  the  aflignats  in  circulation  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
forty  millions  ftcrling  j  a  fum  feven  times  as  large  as  the  whole 
circulation  of  coin  within  this  rich  and  commercial  kingdom. 

•  He 
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He  was  alfo  awtire  that  they  had  no  pubKc  revenue,  except 
what  was  drawn  from  private  opprcfiion  and  robbery )  for  the 
fyftem  of  French  taxntion,  which  the  Noble  Earl  had  defcribed, 
ceruiniy  deferred  no  otlier  name.  Nor  couM  any  confidera- 
blc  reiburce  be  expeftcd  from  the  farther  plunder  of  the 
churches,  of  which  others  might  fpeak  with  complacency» 
but  which  he  muft  ever  regard  with  indignation  and  abhor- 
rence. 

He  was  ncvcrthclefs  fcnfible,  that  the  rcyolutionary .  go- 
vernment might  overleap  difHcuItles  which  would  overwhelm 
any  other  civil  eftabliHiment.  On  this  point,  alfo,  he  was  dc- 
firous  to  avoid  extremes — the  extreme  of  thofe,  who,  oa 
the  one  hand,  consider  the  French  refourccs  as  exhaufleii ;  and 
the  extreme  of  thofe,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  affcrt  that  the 
French  reftmrces  are  inexhaudible.  It  was  evident  that  the 
refources  in  queftion  were  unfound  and  unnatural ;  they  were 
ftretched  beyond  what  any  other  nation  would  bear ;  but  be 
did  not  know  that  they  were  yet  (Itetchcd  beyond  the  bearings 
of  thofe  unhappy  men  who  are  the  fubjeft  of  that  anarchical 
ilefpotifm  which  is  called  the  French  Republic  We  had  feen 
their  perfeverance,  and  were  fufiering  under  it ;  we  had  fecu 
that  in  the  paroxyfms  of  their  domeftic  contefts,  they  cbuld 
redouble  their  exertfons  in  their  foreign  wars  j  their  armies 
had  fought  with  unabated  aftivity ;  indifferent  under  what  go- 
vernment, under  what  faftion,  under  what  general.  It  was  con- 
tradi£tory  to  all  the  inferences  of  common  (enfe,  that  fuch  a 
fyilem  could  have  fubfi (ted  during  five  ytrats  ;  but  we  are  not 
Co  infer,  from  that  circumftance,  that  it  will  continue  to  fojb- 
fift.  Reafen  muft  and  will  at  laft  picvail :  The  effcntial  con- 
fideration  then  would  be,  whether  we  can  in  the  mean  time 
fave  ourfelves  from  the  ruin  which  is  overwhelming  fo  nuiiiy 
other  countries. 

Let  the  impoffibility  of  maintaining  the  coiteft  be  demon* 
ftrated,  and  he  would  acknowledge  that  the  moment  was  con.e 
for  faying— 

**  Oremus  pacem,  tt  dexfnit  tendamus  ineritiea  !** 

But,  thank  God,  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  and  till  it  was,  we 
could  not  doubt,  that,  whilft  the  revolutionary  doftrincs  con- 
tinue, and  profefs  to  aim  at  the  dcftruftion  of  our  conftitu- 
tion,  every  exertion  fiiould  be  made  that  may  ultimately  fup- 
prefs  them.  In  this  fcnfc,  and  in  this  only,  he  would  inter- 
fere with  the  French  Government,  and  their  internal  affairs. 
Their  laws  refpefting  commerce  and  finance  might  be  the  re - 
.veries  of  Iliad  men;  but  wliethcr  the  inhabitants  acquicfce  iti 
(Uch  laws,  or  rebel  againft  them,  he  coijd  wait  their  decifion 

pet. 
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perhaps  with  curiofity,  but  certainly  without  interference. 
They  might  glory  in  their  robberies  and  murders }  but,  though, 
he  would  not  give  refuge  to  the  robbers  and  murderers,  and 
though  in  a  moral  and  religious  fenfe  it  might  be  beneficial  to 
mankind^  that  fuch  of  them  as  have  not  yet  expiated  their 
crimes  by  each  others  hantls,  ihould  fufTer  punifliment  in  this 
wotld ;  ne  would  not  draw  the  fword  to  bring  them  to  juftice. 
They  might  proclaim  themfelves  athciftst  but  he  would  never 
ftep  forwards  to  prefcribe  a  religion  to  them.  So  long,  how- 
ever, as  they  infm  on  extending  their  code  of  rapine,  blood, 
and  irreligion,  to  the  cftablifliment  under  which  he  lived,  he 
fiiould  feel  that  he  owed  it  to  his  country,  to  his  fovereiga,  to 
hrmfelf,  and  to  his  poderity,  to  reGft  them  even  to  death.  lu 
Ihort,  he  never  would  confent  to  acknowledge  the  French  Re- 
public as  founded  on  principles  of  unqualiiied  and  univ^rfal 
caualitY>  and  on  what  has  been  abfurdiy  called  the  imprcfcrip- 
tiolc  rights  of  roan.  At  the  fame  time,  if  all  the  collateral 
ob]e£^s  of  die  war  were  adjufted,  he  mi^ht  be  induced  to  ac- 
knowledge the  republican  form  of  government,  or  any  form 
whatever,  which  France  or  any  other  country  might  iniUtutc 
for  her  own  interior  purpofes  5  and  rubjcd  to  tlus  expUna* 
tton,  he  proteftcd  againli  any  wifli  or  intention^  pad,  pre- 
fent,  or  future,  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  oi  France. 
I  Under  all  ihefc  con fiderat ions,  afir£ling,  mortifying,-  and 
alarming  as  our  pofition  in  many  points  of  view  might  ap-* 
pear,  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  fecure  pacification  could  be 
attainable  only  through  that  firmncfs  and  energy  of  coadu£k 
which  the  King's  Speech  had  recommended  at  the  opening  of 
the  feilion,  through  a  wife  application  of  the  means  to  be  em* 
ployedf  and  through  the  efle£ls  which  time  mny  produce. 

He  aflerted  that  the  war  had  been  inevitable  ^  and  perhaps 
no  individual  now  living  knew  more  of  its  origin,  or  had  de- 
precated, more  eamefUy  the  explofion  which  took  place 
on  the  I  ft  of  February  1793  •  ^^  ^^^  laboured  with  heart 
and  hand  to  avert  it.  He  muft  repeat  that  it  was  inevitable. 
He  believed  that  peace  was  now  impra&icablc.  In  a  word,  he 
favr  no  afterriative,  but  in  that  ftcadincfs  of  national  courage 
which  may  produce  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  Holland 
may  be  loftj  Spain  may  be  loft;  Frant^  jmight  gain  accefs 
to  n!l  the  ports  of  Europe,  from  the  borders  of  the  Baltic  to 
the  lines  of  Gibraltar  ;  ilill  he  could  not  forget  that  Great 
Britain  has  heretofore  coped  with  her,  aided  as  Qie  was  by 
Spain  and  by  Holland,  and  by  other  countries. 

He  would  cunclude  by  remarking,  that  whatevcj  fentini^t^ 
or  refle£kions  his  fpeech  might  uiggeft'  to  Cheir  Lordfliips, 
tliey  would  at  Icaft  give  him  credit  for  a  good  intention.     He 

I  neitlicr 
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neither  had  nor  couKi  h;\vo  I'ny  int-^eft  in  thl«?  world  which 
cou)d  prcfs  more  cl»fcly  on  h\»  feelin^'^,  as  a  Peer  of  Parlia-^ 
inent»  and  as  a  domellic,  moral,  and  religious  man,  than  toe 
contribute,  under  the  protection  of  Heaven,  to  extricate  his 
country  with  (\ifety  and  honour  from  the  prefent  emergency- 
It  only  remained  for  him  to  offer  his  thanks  to  their  Lordihips 
for  their  patient  attention- 

Tht  Earl  of  Scarborough  rof-  next,  and  in  a  very  low  tone  of 
voice  delivered  his  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the  motion-     It  wa» 
fcarcelypoffiblefor  any  p5rfon,at  a  fmall  di(lance,to  hear  two  of 
his  Lordfliip's  fentences  clearly;  it  is  idle^  therefore,  to  attempt 
to  report  his  argument  completely.     He  began  with  alluding  - 
to  the  debate  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,   fpoke  of  the  great 
alarm  under  the  imprefCon  of  which  he  came  down  to  tlie 
Houfe,  and  faid,  he  had  lidened  to  the  debates  with   all  the 
attention  in  his  power,  and  thought  the  part  the  Houfe  had 
after  due  deliberation  adopted,  was  the  mod  wife  to  be  pur* 
fued,  under  the  preiTure  of  fuch  a  variety  of  critical  and  ardu- 
ous circumftances-     He  complimented  Lord  Stanhope  on  his 
good  intentions,  his  perfonal  virtue,  and  the  candid  aud  fair 
reafoning  with  which  I>e  had  fupported  his  propoTition.     He 
faid,  he  well  knew  that  his  meaning  and  intention  were  pure^ 
and  his  purpofe  to  do  what  he  thought  right  at ,  all  hazards  \ 
Fiafjttftitia  mat  cxelum  ^hc\ti:g\\\s  principle.  But  he  faw  grounds, 
and   thofe  ftrong  grbutids  of  objeftion   to  the  coming  into 
fuch  a  propoiition  at  prefent-     He  admitted,  that,  as  a  general 
maxim  applied  to  ordinary  occafions,  it  was  unjuft  for  one  coun^ 
try  to  interfere  with  tl>e  internal  affairs  or  government  ofanother 
nation  ;  but  when  it  was  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  foreign 
nation  was  making  it  an  cflential  principle  of  her  government  to 
endanger  the  fafety  of  the  government  of  another  country:, 
that  country  was  undoubtedly  judified,  on  motives  of  felf^ 
defence,  fo  to  interfere;  and,  upon  the  impulfeof  this  feeling, 
he  had  laft  year  thought  the  Noble  Earl  with  the  green  ribband 
(Lord  Mansfield)  perfe£ily  warranted  in  that  pofition,  rc- 
fpefling   which    the  Noble  Earl    had  thought   ic   neceifary 
tcbrihg   forward  a  di(lin£l  motion,  and  call  for  its  fpecific 
difcuffion-     He  alluded  to  the  advifing  this,  country  at  any 
expenee  to  promote  an   internal  commotion  in  France,  if  a 
confiderable  body  of  the  ink;ibitants  were  known  to  be  adverfc 
to  the  cxifting   government.      For  a  time,  he  declared  he 
thought  fuch  a  practice  not  only  juftifiable  but  expedient. 
Among  other  reafons  for  obje£^ing  to  the  motion  then  before 
their  lordihips,  the  Earl  dated,  that  he  thought  il  would  not 
anfwer  the  end  propofed. 
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;  Tie  Earl  cf  iiimiiidd  fait!,  that  having  bceti  aUacIed  to  bf 
the  Noble  Earl  who  had  ]uft  Tat  down,  hr  thought  it  neceflkry 
to  take  up  a  few  mtnutrs  of  their  Ix)r<i(hir>s  time,  but  wouY^ 
promife  to  confine  himftif  ftriftl?  to  the  queftion,  in  order 
to  avoid  )^in^  into  )en{i  th*  He  was  ready  to  agree  with  the 
Noble  Earl  who  made  the  motion,  that  nothing*  coald  be  wife 
that  was  not  juft ;  no  man  coold  deny  that  as  a  general  princi- 
ple, but  mnch  depended  oft  the  application  of  ft,  fince  it  was 
evident  to  the  moft  octKinarv  underftandtncs,  that  what  misrhf 
be  jttft  under  (bme  circumiiances,  might  be  highly  imjnft  un^ 
der  others  of  a  contrary  nature,  and  fe  %me  %urfa*  Upon  tfiaf 
dfftin£Hon  reftcd  all  tnc  difference  of  opinion  refpeAittg  ch^ 
propriety  and  expediency  of  adoptmg  the  propofition  moved  by 
the  Noble  Earl  that  day,  or  of  avoiding  tbepreieiu  reco^nitiorf 
of  it*  In  the  coarfe  of  his  argument,  the  Noble  EarlhiMi  con* 
tended,  that  oar  interference  with  the  internal  affairs  of  France 
was  iKit  only  onjuft,  but  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  :  So 
far  fcosn  this  being  the  cafe,  he  utterly  denied  tkit  it  was  un« 
juft,  and  he  would  venture  to  aflert,  that  no  writer  on  the 
law  of  nations  countenanced  the  do^rines  of  the  right  of 
snterfeicnce  of  one  country  with  the  government  of  another, 
to  the  extent  to  which  the  Noble  Earl  had  argued  it.  As  t<^ 
wkat  he  had  faiil  laft  year  upon  the  fubjed,  which  had  fo  pecu* 
Karly  chaHeaged  the  animadvcrtionof  the  Noble  Mover  of  the 
prefcnt  queflion,  in  the  niantnrr  referred  to  by  the  Noble  Eari 
who  fpoke  laft,  he  had  not  the  fraallcft  objc£lion  to  leftate  his 
dechiratibn,  and  tlie  more  efpccially  as  it  was  immediately 
contie^ed  with  the  preftrnt  qucftion.  He  had  faid,  that  if  it 
were  afcertained  that  there  was  a  confiderable  body  of  people 
to  f  t^ince,  who,- attached  by  old  prqudtcea  to  monarchy,  were 
adverfe  to  the  exifting  rulers,  and  the  fyftem  of  tyranny  under 
which  they  groaned,  and  were  ready  to  take  up  arms  ta  over- 
turn that  iyftcm,  it  would  be  well  worth  the  while  of  thn 
icbuntrv,  at  aimoil  any  expirnce,  to  alTift  the  eflbrts  made  by 
futh  a  body  cjf  people-  That  had  been  his  fentimcnt  laft  year,. 
it  continued  ft  til  to  be  imnioveably  iixcd  in  hi.4  mind,  and  he 
had  not  the  fmalieil  doubt  that  the  fentimcnt  would  go  w2th 
lum  to  the  grave* 

As  there  were  obvioufly  two  parties  in  France ;  the  onte 
contending  for  the  power  of  arbits^ry  rule;  the  other  making 
eveiry  poiTible  effort  to  put  an  end  to  that  intolerable  tyranny 
and  grinding  oppreffion,  the  certain  confequ«nce  of  anarc^y 
mndcoafurton,-^to  aililt  the  latter  was  not  only  an  a£l  virtuous 
and  laxuiablc  in  itfelfybut  beitcficial  to  fnmce,  and  highly  fct^- 
viccablc- to  Europe  at  large  .*     ..• 

He 
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He  dirdaioied  any  defire  to  diAaie  a  particular  form  of  go^ 
▼eminent  to  France,  nor  had  that  been  the  objed  of  the  war  ; 
but  be  OMift  iaiift  on  the  policf  of  this  countrir's  ittterCering 
in  the  internal  afiairs  of  France  to  the  extent  that  he  had  de-^ 
fcribed,  in  a  war,  the  great  andmeceflary  aim  of  wbich  was  to 
provide  for  our  own  fecurity. 

The  Earl  faid,  he  could  not  better  iliuftrate  his  meanings 
.  than  by  putting  this  cafe  to  their  LordAiips :    If  one  man  met 
tinother  with  an  uplifted  dagger  in  his  hand,  which  he  told 
htm  he  was  determined  to  plunge  in  his  bofom,  ought  the 
man  (o  forewarned  of  his  danger  to  endeavour  to  wreft  the 
dagger  out  of  the  aflailin's  hand,  or  to  wait  patiently  and  fuf*- 
fer  the  latter  to  accomplifli  his  threat,  and  put  an  end  to  his 
exiftence?    Would  a   fingle  individual  ftand  forward,  and 
openly  maintain  that  a  doubt  could  for  a  moment  exift,  how 
the  quellion  ought  to  be  refolved  i     As  little  doubt,  he  con«>  ^ 
ceivedy  could  be  entertained  by  any  rational  being,  in  regard 
to  the  condud,  which,  after  the  decree  of  Jthe  Convention  of 
the  19th  of  November,  it  became  the  immediate  and  the  indxf* 
penfiUe  duty  of  this  country  to  purfue.     There  was  but  one 
courfefor  a  great  and  free  nation  to  take,  and  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion,   his  Majefty's   mintfters  had  happily    chofen.     TW. 
Noble  Earl,  who  had  begun  the  debate,  amidft  all  his  ebbo*- 
rate  eulogiums  on  the  fortunate  confequences  of  the  revolution 
to  the  French,   the  very  revcrfe  of  which,  were  it  ^neceiiaryy 
he  flattered  himielf,  he  coukl  eafily  prove,  had  thought  proper 
Co  give  the  prefent  violent  democracy  of  France  the  name  of 
a  republic  ;   fo  little  did  it  deferve  that  refpedable  tide,  that 
he  could  not  but  confider  the  termiog  it  a  republic  a  flanderon 
every  real  republic ;  and  in  like  manner  to  talk  of  the  freedoni 
of  the  French,  was  to  libel  the  name  of  liberty,  and  indire£tly 
to  calumniate  the  independence,  fecurity,  happinefg,  and  com**  ^ 
fort,  enjoyed  by  BritSm  fubje£U,  in  refpeA  to  their  perfon«^ 
their  property,  and  their  religion,  under  the*  truly  free  govern*- 
tnent  of  our  own  country.      1  hat  the  right  of  one  country  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  affiairs  or  government  of  another, 
where  either,  if  unreftrained,  were  likely  to  piroduce  confe*^ 
qnences  mifchievoastto  itfelf,  and  other  ftates,  was  no  new 
maxim  in  politics )  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  recogi- 
nized  and  zGted  on  in  all  times,  ancient  and  modern,  might  be 
feen  in  one  inftance  by  areference  to  that  hiftorian,  whofe  work 
was  fraught  with  fo  much  valuable  information,  that  it  migh( 
well  be  termed  a  rich  mine  of  valuable  hiftorical  knowledge; 
In  that  book,  in  the  account  given  of  the  wars  of  Sparta  and 
Athens,  it  was  ftated,  that,  as  often  as  each  got  pofleilion  of 
the  fmall  towns  belonging  to  the  other,  the  Spaaitans  being 
Vol,  L  G  g  arifto- 
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atiftocratic,  and  the  Athenians  democratic,  they  took  care  to 
tnfufe  their  rcipc£titc  priacmles  into  their  new  fubicAs. 
la  tl»e  nemoraUe  inftadoc  oi  our  Moituig  with  Hcory  iV« 
•f  France,  who  Uaised  Queen  Eliaabeth  for  her  interference 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  France  ?  So  ia  aA  inftanoe  thai 
occurred  in  more  modem  times*  the  famous  war  in  Gernumr 
ibat  preceded  the  freaky  of  Weftphaliatand  hj  vnj  of  diftinc* 
fion  was  called  the  thaity  years  war,  die  hiKory  of  which  it 
was  formerly  thought  neccifiiry  that  evcr^  diplomatic  cha- 
rafter  ihotiM  moke  himfelf  matter  oC,  and  which  a  friend  at 
Ratifbon  advi&d  him  to  read,  bat  as  it  coafifted  of  eight  large 
volumes  folio,  he  owned  he*  had  not  entirely  read  i^  would 
any  man  aequaitKed  with  hiftory  contend  that  in  tbit  thirty 
year&  war  the  internal  regulation  of  4ie  governments  of  Gerr 
many  had  not  been  interfered  with  ?  In  the  wars  of,  the 
Crand  AUianee«  which  tlic  Noble  Earl  would  not  furely  dif* 
parage,  and  alfo  iathe  war  of  the  Soccefik>n>  wa&inot  the  in» 
ternal  goremment  and  con(litutio»  of  Spain  interfered  with  ^ 
and  was  it.  forgotten  that  it  was  an  article  m  the  tre;^y  of 
Utrecht  (a  treaty  in  which,  he  avowed  these  was  much  that 
•was  cxccptiom^lc)^  that  the^  King  of  France  fiiould  never  be 
•allowed  10  wear  the  crown. of  iipain,.tf  it  wetepoffiUe  to  pre- 
sent it  ?  So  wife  and  fiamid  a  policy  was  it  to  .keq>  any  on^ 
ftate  inBurope  from  becomings  bv  the  accefl&on  of  inordinate 
and  overbearing  Mwer,  £i  niucA  more  lornaidahle  than  it^ 
iieighbourst  that  ne  tru Aed  if  the  two  crowM  of  France  aad 
Spain  were  in  thefe  our  times  to  be  in  danger  of  being  uratei^ 
ihcre  was  not  a  NoUe  Lord  i»  the  Uoofe^  who  would  not  fay 
that  it  would  he  the  intereft  of  tliis  country  to  make  war  im* 
mediately,  or  lake  any  other  means  to  prevent  a  jundion, 
winch  threatened  to  prove  to  fatal  to  the  tranc^uilKty  and  fafety 
of  Europe.  But  to  mention  laft  of  aU  a  ftill  more  reCent 
inftance  within  the  recolIcAion  of  all  who  heard  him,  vfz^ 
«ur  condud  in  >7i^,  when  this  country  had  the-good  fprfune 
tbpreferve  the  independence  of  Holland,  by-refciung  h/&r  out 
of  the  hands  of  France*  an  events  which  was  fp  loudly  ap- 
^oved  of  and  applauded  by  men  of  all  parties,  in  this  king- 
«dem — did  not  we  ourfclves  interfere  with  the  imernalgo-r 
^vernmenit  of  Holland?   Having  {lated  thefe  ftrong  inftance&* 

of 

*  Iliuf'  jvot  liis  Lordihrp  been  iliindful  of  his  prornife  not  to  go  into 
Jrii^b»  and  .^inxiuiu  to  ailner^  to  it,  he  \yould  fcarccly  have  faite J,  we  pre- 
(utntf  tp  havt  incntionrd  the  memorable  indance  of  the  war  pf  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  in  whicli^thcrc  wRs.ai>  avowed  interference  of  one  country 
with  the  internal  affain  of  the  aiiier,  or  the  (Jkill  more  menv>i-abte  on^ 
aaii^  laoie  ifnusnant  inftance  to  £ngU(hfnen»  bcca\^  it  mud  be  dear  to  tb< 
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•of  Its  harirtg  ar  ntt  .periodis^l^on  dcemcd'cxpcdien*  itnd«w»i^ 
Tantable  foi  one  countiryto^iiiterfere^wkhtl^govamniaot  of 
another!  when  tf  was  oDv^oostliabfometMttgiaTciriout.cithcr 
'to  Us  interefls  or  fafety  was  tnedhated •or  atoNvodf  bts  Lordflnp 
took  notice  of  the  two  violently  oppofiie  and  toot  radiftoryar^^ 
^anDents,  winch  the  NoUe  £arf  had  tafifttd  Dninrcfpc^k  to 
<he  V'i*lae  of  the  French  aOignats  laft  year  and*  at  that  day^-  Laft 
yirar  he  had  taixl  flrefs  on  the  affixgnats  beinf^  at  par»  amt  con* 
^demly  aflerted  thehr  fiirperiority  over  a  Britllli  gnioea  or  bank 
iiotC)  ftaring  itas  an-irreBragable  proof  of  the  high  credit  aril 

EwerM  rcfourcea  of  the  French.  In  tite  courfe  of  that  day^ 
had  taken  imotfaer  and  a  very  different  ground-;  he  had  in- 
iifted  that  the  fame  refuh  was  to  be  eoH^ed  from  a  circum- 
-ftahcc  of  a  diametrically  oppofite  nattrre.  *<  You  fay  that  at 
^figi^ats  are  at  75  per  cent,  dtfcount^  I  aUow  it,  fays  tne  Nobk 
fiirY,  and  I  take  that  for  my  cnterion  o£  the  ftill  increarHig  re«> 
fources  of  France."  It  was  rather  more  .than  cobld  bcex«- 
^ded  for  the  NoUe  Earl  to  imagine  that  thofe  who  main* 
taineii  a  difI«ren<M  of  opinion  eould  fuffcr  hhiH  without  no- 
ticing fo  rxtratordiiiary  and  fe  dexterous  a  mode  of.reafoningy 
to  avail  himMf  of  the  arguments  each  way^but  as  he  had  chofen 
ad  amvfe  their  bordihips  that  evenmg- with  ptiflting  thepofition 
he  had  maintnihed  to  a  ftill  greater  esrent,  and  to.aflert  that  the 
more  aflignats  were  depreciated  in  vahte,  the  more  ad- 
ran  tageoas  it  woold  be  to  the  French  governmenti  Lord  Mant 
field  uild,  he  wouM  on4v  rematk^hat  it  put  hSm  in  mind  of  m 
^himfical  rant  inone^t  {>rydeii%  plays-^-^  Lorer  fpeaking  ct 
his  paffion  and  defp^ir  fays, 

•*  M^  Wouni  18  ^r«i/,  hccaiifc  it  is  {ojmal/,*^ 
jOa hearing  which,  the  witty  Duke  pf  Buc(cingham  replied, 
''  Then  'twould  he  jrreaier^  were  it  noi  ai  all,** 

Tie  Marqfiis  of  Lafifdvwn  faid,  he  did  not  intend  either  K> 
defend  or  6bjeA  to  the  motion,  not  tneantng  to  «nter  into  all  the 
'arguments  to  which  the  i^neftion  was  liaWe,  at  that  time,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  that  Noble  Lords  neither  ecpb£^cd  nor  canK 
down  prepared  fc^  a  long  debate,  and  that  confequent^y  they 
Viflied  not  to  be  detained.  For  thefe  reafons.he  wouU  not 
^ke  up  thehr  attention  for  any  vaft  length  of  time.  He  pro* 
Yeiled  hrmiclf  happy  on  this  occafion  to  find  the  temper  of  the 

Tccolle^ton  of  ^ery  firitifh  fubjeA,  tke  intcrf«rance  of  the  Du^ch  with  the 
j^vCTtunentof  this  counny,  and  the  landllng  of  thePHnee  of  Omii^e  in  Eng- 
land in  the  reign  of  James  IF.  in  i€%%  {  an  eveat  which  occafionecl  the  R«- 
jVoIuiion,  from  whence  we  date  the  permanmcv  of  our  conftirurioni  our 
eaual  laws,  our  (Vcuritv  of  liffc  and  perion,  and  all*  thofe  Vi?ht«  and  bteflrngs 
.  wbich  oonilituie  true  nappinejiii  aad  form  the  bafii  of  retTfrecdom. 

Gg2  Houfe 
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Houfe  io  moderate.  It  was  from  cdm  confideration  and  clill> 
pafTionate  dcbau  only,  in  fuch  arduous  and  difficult  moments 
as  the  prefenti  that  wife  counfels  could  be  expedcd  to  refulr. 
He  aUgured  fayourably  from  the  fair,  manly,  liberal,  and 
randid  declarations  of  the  Noble  Lorda  who  had  feverally  de*/ 
livered  their  fentiments,  and  would  take  care  that  nodiing 
(hould  fall  from  him  to  inflame  the  paffions  of  their  LordfbipH 
or  provoke  a  departure  from  tfaefbberand  becoming  tone  of  ar- 

f;ument  that  had  governed  the  debate.  He  could  not, the  Marqtos 
aid,  entirely  coincide  with  his  Noble  Friend  in  refped  either 
to  his  motion  or  the  arguments  with  which  he  had  fupponaed 
h,.  although  he  highly  applauded  his  zeal  and  pcrfererance  in 
his  efforts  to  facilitate  the  defireable  obje£l  of  peace.  Anhb* 
nourable  peace  he  had  always  confidered  as  the  end  of  all  wars, 
mod  anxioufly  to  be  wiihed  for,  and  every  rational  means 
fliould  undoubtedly  be  ufed  to  accelerate  that  end}  but  he 
ihould  have  been  extremely  glad  if  the  Noble  Eari,  who  well 
.knew  before  he  made  his  motion  that  his  fentiments  did  not 
concur  with  going  to  the  extent  that  he  did  in  his  politics, 
could  have  been  prevailed  on  not  to  have  brought  forward  his 
prefeut  propofirion,  or  that  fome  of  his  friends  could  even  then 
induce  him  to  withdraw  it.  No  man  was  more  convinced  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Noble  Earl's  intentions,  or  the  purity  of  bis 
motives  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  his  virtue  and  honour  were 
too  well  known  to  render  any  part  of  his  political  conduA 
fubjcfb  to  queftion  or  fufpicion;  but  if  the  prefent  morion 
.were  withdrawn,  he  trufted  that  fome  other  Noble  Lord  would 
turn  his  attention  to  the  fame  fubje£^,  and  bring  forward  m 
motii^n  witl^  a  tendency  tb  peace,  fo  digefted  and  exprcflcd  as 
to  be  more  likely  to  meet  with  the  general  concurrence  of  the 
Houle.  The  Noble  Lords  who  had  fpoken  had  argued  tlie 
fubje^t  fairly  and  confiderately,  whether  he  adverted  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon  (Lord  Cariifle), 
^vho  hail  fo  truly  and  candidly  explained  the  motion,  or  Ac 
.Noble  Earl  (Lord  Scarborough),  who  had  delivered  ius  leiitt- 
merits  in  lb  wcigiity  a  manner,  or  the  Noble  Lord  in  his  eye 
"  {Lord  Auckland),  who  hid  with  great  ability  expatiated  at  foinc 
length  on  the  true  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  caufes  that 
had  produced  the  cfFeQs  already  known,  and  the  confequenceg 
that  might  probably  follow,  or  to  the  argument  of  the  Noble 
Earl  near  him  (Lord  Mansfield),  who  had  juft  fat  down.  He 
Jiad,  thd  Marquis  declared,  received  infinite  fatisfad^rion  from 
fb  proper  and  fo' temperate  a  difquifition  on  tbe  ftate  of  the 
country  and  ita  concerns.  He  agreed  with  what  had  been  (aid 
in  Inany  points,  and  particularly  m  rcfpeO:  to  the  Noble  EaVl's 
motion,  which  in  a  moral  and  abftra£l  fenfc  was  undeniably 

juft. 
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jufty  but  oieuphyfically  it  might  be  diftoitc4  to  ;^;i  toifropv 
;appJication  of  it.    He  could  not  however  give  up  t;l>e  prin- 
ciple^ which  he  had  ftatcd  the  othex  dayi  but  had  purpofely 
avoided  going  into  their  full  extent.    Thole  principles  led  to 
peace^  and  every  thing  that  led  to  that  obje£t  was  devoutly  to 
'jbe  ciicriQied.     He  muft  again  and  agaiu  urge  his  Majefty's 
ininiilers  to  feize  the  opportunity  that  offered  for  making  peace} 
.aud  indeed  the  principal  re^fon.  of  his  riHng  (hat  day,  was  to 
.call  their  Lorddiips  attention  to  a  paper  which  he  had  feen  in 
the  Leyden  G^zettCi  that  had  been  mod  inaccurately  and  per- 
'.Terfelytran (luted  and  givtn  in  everyone  of  the  London  papers 
— acircumftance  the  rather  to  be  wondered  at,  as  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  words  vras  fo  plain  aiid  obvioua,  that  he  who  read 
the  original  would  fcar^ely  fuppvife  it  ppfiible  to  have  been 
miftakca.     In  that  paper  the  1  lench  Convention  difclainied 
and  diuvowcd,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  and  explicit  terms^  hav- 
i)3g  by  any  rerolution  or  decree  dcci^ied,  that  they  .would  treat 
.  QiUy  with  republics*  or  fuch  uations  as  had  a  rep^ublicas)  form 
of  governmeiitj  on  the  contrary,  they  figni Bed  their  readi neb 
.  9nd  iiKiwiaiion  to  trc^t  with  any  nation,  under  whatever  form 
r  of  goveiuiueui  it  might  be^  and  without  a  defiiie  to  interfere 
-  with  its  govern  mum.     The  Marquis  faid,  he  wifhed  Great  Bri- 
tain liAci  been  the  firft  to  have  made  fuch  a  declaration ;  and  he 
.heartily  li  *ped,  it  would  not  be  the  lall  to  make  a  proper  ufe 
.  of  it.     1  lie  paper  was  ably  drawn  up,  and  he  could  not  con- 
fider  it,  but  as  an  important  ftep  towards  th^  reftoration  of 
tia;i}qui'iity  in  Europe.     Such  an  example  might  furelv  afford 
a  ground  for  minillcrs  to  do  the  fame,  and  the  fooner  foft  words 
and  conciliafory  language  were  held  by  this  country  the  better, 
God  kncwi  hjrd  words  had  been  dealt  in  too  long,  and  what 
tffcH  had  they  produced  ?  Harfli  words  on  one  fide  had  called 
io]:ta  harih  words  irum  the  other,  and  thus  they  had  afiUled 
in  generating  mutual  hatred  and  inveteracy.     The  prefent 
£tuatiou  of  the  country  called  for  conciliation ;  and  though 
he  by  no  means  intended  to  go  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  prin<i 
ciples  of  the  war,  or  the  conduct  of  it,  he  defired  mimlterg 
to  recolle£l  the   extraordinary  rapidity,  of  events  in  this  esr 
.    traordinary  conteft,  the  quicknefs  with  which  unpleafant  in- 
.    telligence  reached  us.  the  iacreafing  prpgrefs  of  the  tticmy*B 
-  conquells,  and  the  little  probability  of  any  ceflation  of  thei|r 
Aiccefs,  as  it  was  matter  of  certainty  that  they  w.ere  defei^ 
.    coined  to  make  a  winter  campaign  in  all  quar^ficrs*     On  the 
/ubje£t  of  making  acquifitions,  with  ^  view  to  indemi||tyj.thP 
.    Marquis  faid,  he  coincided  perfedly  witli  the  Noble  Lord 
(Lord  Auckland)  whp  had  £»  truly  ftated  tbat  the  true  ftrength 

of 
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oC  a  nation' did  not  dej^nd  fo  mock  upon  its  conquofts  with^a 
iriew  to  extenfionof  territerf^  as  to  a  true  regard  to  what,  it 
cduld  hold  with  fafetff  and  without  provoking  the  mtj  md 
jealooff  pf  neighbouring  ftates.  His  own  opinion  had  been 
uniform  on  thu  fobjef^  bat  was  never  better  expre fled,  than 
ii  was,  when  long  ago  delivered  in  that  Houfe  by  Qnecn  Eli* 
zabethy  who,  in  one  of  her  fpeeches  from  the  throne,  faid 
to  her  Parliament,  ^  I  too'  can  make  conquefts  and  acqni'* 
fitions,  but  who  can  tefl  me,  how  I  can  keep  them,  or  enfure' 
to  their  inhabitants,  that  happinefs  and  thofeUeiEngs  which 
iny .  own  fob|eAs  enjoy  ?  No,  my  acquifition  is  the  infular 
iituation  of  my  kingdom.* 

After  having  ftated  this  ftrong  point  of  Queen  Eiiz^th^s 
fenfible  jTpoech,  his  Lordfliip  put  the  companion  of  the  value 
of  Martiaiyieiet  againft  the  lofs  of  Holland ;  and  thence  took 
oecafion  to  point  <mt  an  error  in  one  of  die  moil  corred  papers 
in  Iiondon,  efpeoidly  in  Parliamentary  matters  (die  Morning 
Chroiiicle))  in  whidiapart  of  liis  fpeech  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  £sflioa  bad  hein.  tnadvertentiy  mifveprefented,  but 
he  was  (ure  not  oitentionally,  as  much  of  his  argmnent  was 
accurately  giveB,  and  moft  of  the  points  extremely  well  put. 
The  pap^  m  qmftioii  had  ftated  him  to  have  faid,  that  Mar-^ 
tinique  was  already  loft  :  He  had  faid  no  fuch  thing  * :  What 
he  had  faid  was,  Uiat  the  Weft  India  lilands  were  in  danger, 
unlefs  the  French  had  been  as  neglectful  of  them,  as  we  had 
i^ewn  ourfelves ;  his  diief  dependence  for  their  fafety  refted 
on  the  accidental  circumftance  of  Sir  Charles  Grey^s  continuing 
there  for  their  protedion.  But  to  complete  what  he  was  about 
to  fafy  upon  the  fubjeCl  of  peace,  his  opinion  was,  that  if  peace 
<:ould  be  had  for  the  price  of  a  worn-out  ifiand,  like  Martinique, 
it  v^ould'be  well  worth  the  purchafe. 

The  Marqtiis  concluded  with  fome  general  obfervatioiiiB,  re- 
^commendacory  of  what  he  had  profefied  to  be  his  chief  objed^ 
^daring,  thit  the  greateft  bleffing  they  could  reftore  to  their 
country,  would  be  an  honourable  peace ;  by  which  happv 
CAeans,  they  would  avoid  all  the  difTenfions,  horrors,  anddi^- 
vord,  that  had  diftr^ded  the  kingdom  in  1782. 

'Earl Sianb^pe^  in  Tcplhr,  faid,  he  muft  take  fome  notice. of 
^athad  fallen  from  diTCfent  NoUe  Lords  on  the  motion,  and 
the  amiments  which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  urging  in  ftq)- 
^pott  Of  it.  A 'Noble  Lord  near  hirti  (Lord  Auckland)  had  ad- 
nlitted>  that  he  knew  more  of  the  origin  of  the  war  than  moft 
#f  their  Lordfhipl  \  he  believed  that  the  Noble  Lord  not  only 

t  Vide  page  31  of  thii  work;   ' 

knew 
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knew  of  the  origii^  of  the  war,  bat  was,  in  (b'me  meafurc,  an* 
fwerable  for  tta  eommcaQejnem.  That  Noble  Lord  haii&tt^  he 
laft  year  voted  agaioft  a  motion- of  »NoUe  £ari( Guildford)^ but 
xgieed  wilh  htm  in  fentiment  rcfpe&ingthe  &bjc£t^  he  had  a 
fair  ground  to  hope  thesefose  to  fee  him  clothe  reverfe,  and  that 
he  would  favour  him  with  hia  vote  in  fsivo«r  of  hii  morion^ 
againft  indiich  he  had  fpdcen.  He  dociared,i  he  could  not^igvee 
with  his  Noble  Frieod,  the  Noble  Marqub,  who  had  faid,  that  ati 
the  arguments  ofthe  Noble  Lords  who  had  fpoken  that  day^ 
were  fair  and  mnobje£lionable;  fo  far  from  being*  of  tliat  opi"' 
nion,  he  had  never  heard  doArincs  more  odious  and  detefta^ 
Ue,  than  he  bad  Uftened  to*— [the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowtt  faid 
gently,  fome  of  them].  His  meaning  w^^Jeme <rf  them;  He 
owned,  he  was  extremely  forry  to  hearitbs  N|)bie  Earl  near 
him  repeat,  as  a  MinjAnr,  what  he  had  lift  feflioti  faid,  as  a 
private  Member  of  Parliament,  and  peifift  ia^  hb'  pernkioius  sihd 
unwarrantable  do£krioe>  that  it  wasadviCeaUe  for  thiB  eountry 
to  promot&a  civil  war  in  the  intenov  of  France;  No  country, 
he  would  ever  contend,  could  have  fuch  a  right,  under  afi/ 
cxrcumftances,  but  upon  pretences  flagitioutin  the  htgheft  de- 
gree. With  rcprard  to  what  that  Noble  Ead  had  faid  of  his  ar* 
gunfient*aboBt  ufFignats  laft  year,  adid  the  contrary  ax]{ument. 
that  he  had  maintained  that  day,  all  his  wit  VDf]pe£bing'^«« 

My  wound  h  great,  bccaufi;  it  is  fo  (mall. 
Then  'twould  be  greater,  were  it  not  at  att  | 

\!t  would,  neverthelefs,  infift  on  his  argument  being  irrefifti^ 
ble,  and  maintain,  that  each  diSerent  price  of  affignats,  at  the 
two  different  pe riodsy equally  ferved  to  prove  thc^rvth  of  hi»rea- 
Ibning. .  The  Convention  had^for  wife  purpofes^ taken  care  ta 
keep  them  at  par  when  they  were  ifTued ;  and,  for  eqiially.wifc 
purpofes,  fufiercd  them  to  depreciate,  when  it. becajne  necefiary 
to  take  them  out  of  the.  market.  To  illuftrate  this,  his  Lordihip' 
put  the  cafe  of  a  dealer  in  copper,  irpn,  or  lead^  acting  u^on 
the  impulfe  of  hi&  intereft  with  refpe^  to  his  own.copmodityv 
If  the  man  or  merchaut  knew  hi&  budnefs,  he  wofiH  not  over- 
ftocktbc  market,  becaufe  he  mull  be  aware  th^t  the  cipju^foor; 
*  dlty  would  fink,  would  become  a  drug,  aud  (ink  in  ptke  lo  Vxfi^ 
^  to  afford  him  no  profit.  To  avoid  fuch  an  evlUa  c^u^ious 
copper-merchant  would  take  care  to  deal  ou^  die  article^  pif  hi^ 
wareboufe,  only  in  fuch  limired  quaatities,  as  to  k€»p  up.  an4 
maintain  their  valuer  and  when  tht^  market  |)i  iop  w^s. at.  th^ 
higheff,  let  fome  more  come  by  little  afid  little  inlp'^he  n^r^r 
kct.  So  with  the  riGl^nats,  it  was  evident  ;}|at.thp  Fri^P^ 
Convention  had  adlcd  wifely  aiul  warily,  isij/ith  a  per/eft  pru- 
dence aud  |. roper  regard  tc  u^uf^t^  and.  c.cdls.    With  refpe£b 
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to  iht  decree  of  the  Conventioa  of  the  19th  of  November. 
which  had  been  fe  much  infifted  on,  and,  hy  the  induftry  of 
BiifiUterii'had  been  (b  loudlf  noifed  in  the  ears  of  the  Public } 
in  fa£i,  no  fuch  decree  had  ever  pafTed.  [A  Jfrong  $xpriJfton  (f 
finrpr^e  from  their'  Lard/hips  in  gewraL]  He  repeated  it,  that 
no  fueh  decree  had  erer  pafTed ;  and  he  was  amazed  that  their 
Lerdfiiips,  who  had  fuch  better  means  of  information  within 
lIieTr  reach,  (hould,  as  it  were  by  common  confent,  fall  into 
and  adopt  the  vulgar  error.  Literally  fpeaking,  the  decree  fo 
much  complained  of  had  never  pafled  \  but  he  would  teil  their 
Lordfhtps  what  did  pafs :  The  French  Government  had  pub- 
KAied  a  paper  and  prodamatioo,  to  the  purport  of  the  moxter 
erroneottfly  termed  a  decree  of  the  Convention,  and  that  paper 
or  doctsment  was  addreflcd  A  font  U  Ptuple^  which  was  igno* 
ranely  tranflated,  by  thofe  employed  by  Englifh  primers  to 
make  verfiona  from  the  French,  To  alt  People,  The  Noble 
Earl  behind  him  (Earl  Mansfield)  underilood  French  pretty 
well,  and  was  familiar  with  the  French  language  and  idiom ; 
he  might  therefore,  he  was  fure,  wkh  fafety  appeal  to  that 
YMc^  Earl,  whether  he  was  not  corre£l  in  faying,  that  the  true 
tranfiacionof,^/Mrf  i^P^ir///w<fsnot,79^/P^r,bat  ToallNu* 
iiefUy  which  clearly  implied  a  very  oppofite  meaning  from  tliat 
-which  had  been  put  on  what  was  calkd  the  decree  of  the  i^th  of 
November  1792;  though,  in  fa£);,  fuch  a  decree  had  never  pafled* 
The  falfe  tranflatton  made  all  the  difFereace;  and  thence  fo 
grofs  a  miilake,  and  fo  much  falfe  reafoning  upon  it^  as  had 
obtained  in  the  face  of  the  Public,  and  to  the  delufion  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  His  Lordftiip  infifted  upon  it,  that  no 
good  objedion  had  been  brought  forward  againft  his  motion  % 
and  as  to  what  a  Noble  Earl  had  faid  of  the  thirty  years  war  in 
Germany,  the  hiftory  of  which  he  had  been  advifed  to  read, 
although  it  titled  eigf>ty  large  vofumes  hi  folio  £correfted  by 
Lord  Man&field,  eight  volumes} ;  h  was  becaufe  he  did  not 
wifli  for  another  thirty  years  war,  he  was  anxious  for  their 
Lordflixps  to  adopt  the  propofition  which  he  had  fubmitted  to 
them.  Many  Noble  Lords,  he  obferved,  had  argued  his  mo^ 
tion  on  the  grounds  of  policy  and  expediency ;  they  had  chofen 
to  forget,  mat  he  had  exprefly  rcfted  it  fofely  on  grounds  of 

J*u(tice  and  propriety,  declaring  moft  explicitly,  that  he  put  po« 
ley  and  expediency  out  of  the  qucftion:  On  the  ftrong 
f^rouniis  on  which  he  liad  placed  it,  be  would  leave  tt^  and 
b  little  did  he  think  of  the  arguments  ui^ed  in  debate 
againft  it,  and  fo  willing  was  he  to  take  advantage  of  the 
fieerfman's  call  of  ^^  Steady!  fteady P*  to  the  feamen  oft 
1>oard  a  ihip  in  a  ftorm  in  its  pafTage  from  Holland,  men- 
tioned on  a  former  evemog  bf  aNoUeLord,  that  he  would 
5  JV^a^ 
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make  that  call  his  maxim,  "  Steady  !  fleady  I"  (houid  govera 
the  compafs  of  his  courfe  ;  and  therefore  he  was  determined  to 
divide  the  Houfe  on  the  occafion,  if  he  was  fare  to  (land  alonj 
upon  the  divifion. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  (^id,  th^  Noble  Earl  had  flicwn  him  his 
motion  before  he  made  it,  and  he  had  hoped  he  ihould  have  been 
able  to  vote  for  it ;  but  on  its  being  debated,  he  found  it  ex;:. 
pre  (Fed  in  fuch  general  terms,  tl^at  it  was  liable  to  great  douW 
and  mifapplication  ;  and  the  Noble  Earl  had  carried  his  argu- 
ment upon  it  fo  far,  that  he  could  not  coincide  with  him  in  his 
rcafoning,  nor  vote  for  his  motion.  He  admitted,  however^ 
its  principle,  which  was  truly  important ;  he  was  therefore 
extremely  anxious  to  have  it  fairly  and  fully  difcuffed,  when- 
ever it  (hould  be  ftated  in  clear,  dircft,  and  unambigi^ous 
terms,  fo  as  to  render  it  worthy  their  Lordihtps  deliberate  con- 
fideration.  Peace,  it  was  clear,  became  more  neceflary  in  the 
view  of  all  men,  either  to  be  negotiated,  or  at  lead  that  the 
•  French  fliould  underftand  that  we  were  not  ad^verfe  to  fuch  a 
negotiarion.  On  that  ground,  he  gave  notice  that  he  Ihould 
take  the  liberty  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  on  the  fubjedl 
oh  that  day  -fortnight  (Tuefday,  January  20),  and  therefor* 
moved,  that  (he  Lords  be  fummoned. 
/The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion, 

Contents  -*-.       .  I 

Not  Contents  -^.  61 

Majority  •       —  60 

^On  the  queftion  being  put,  on  the  Lord  Chancellor's  dccla* 
ration  that  the  Not  Contents  had  it,  Earl  Stanhope  faid,  "  Tb^ 
CVw/i-ff// have  it  ^"^  when  a  divifion  cnfued. 

Not  Contents  —  '61 

Contents  —  i 

Majority         *—  60 


PROTEST.  . : 

Houfe  of  Lords^  Tuefday^  January  6,  1 79^.' 
.  The  order  of  the  day  bttng  read,  Earl  Stanhope  moved^ 
**  Refolved,  That  this  country  ought  not,  and  will  not  interfefc 
in  the  internal  affairis  of  Fnince  1  and  that,  it  is  expedi^nt> 
'explicitly  to  declsfre  the  fame." 

VwL.  U  Hh-     •  Adebate 
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A  debate  enfued,  an 4  it  was  moved,  *^  That  this  Houfe  do  now 
adjourn  i'*  which  being  objeAed  to,  after  a  further  debate^ 
the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

Whereupon  the  Noble  Earl  entered  the  following 

PROTEST. 

«  Di5«ENTtEKT. — xft.  Becaufe  the  motion  made  for  tlw 
Houfe  to  adjourn,  was  profciTcdly  intended  to  get  rid  of  the 
following  refolution,  viz.  Refolved,  &c.    (See  above.) 

*'  2d\f,  Becaufe  L  hold,  that  it  is  contrary  to  equity  and 
jufticc,  for  any  foreign  country  to  interfere  in  tlie  internal 
affairs  or  conftitution  of  the  French  Republic,  or  any  other 
independent  nation. 

"  3dly.  Becaufe  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  (not 
liaving  been  elected  by  the  Citizens  of  France)  can  have' no 
more  right  to  give  to  France  a  monarchical,  artilocratical,  of 
other  form  ef  government  whatever,  than  the  crowned  delpota 
of  Fruflia  and  Rufliahad  to  overturn  the  condituiiofi  of,  now» 
unhappy  Poland. 

"  4thly.  Becaufe  I  highly  difapprove  and  reprobate  the  doc- 
trine, advanced  by  miniiters  in  the  debate  ;  namely,  *^  That  to 
reftore  the  ancient  and  hereditary  monarchy  of  France,/  no 
cxpence  fliould  be  fpared."  And  I  reprobate  that  peiuicious 
and  uncivic  dodrine,  the  more  ftrongly  from  its  not  having 
been  fuddetily,  hailily,  or  inconfiderately  ftarted  \  but,  from 
its  having  been  taken  lip  (as  it  was  folemnly  declared)  upon 
the  utmoft  deliberation. 

**  Jthly.  Becaufe  I  deem  it  to  be  an  iiijufticc  committed  by 
tnrniilers  towards  my  fellow-citizens,  to  adopt  a  principle 
which  ihall  render  it  nccefl'ary  for  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  lay  further  heavy  burdens  upon  the  people  ;  and  t« 
tax  their  houfes,  their  windows,  their  beer,  their  candles,  their 
ihoes,  and  many  other  conveniences  aa^  neceffaries  of  life,  in 
order  to  provide  a  fund,  to  attempt  the  accomplifliment  of  fuch 
a  wicked  purpofe  as  afore  faid. 

,  *'  6thly.  Becaufe  the  propofed  refolution,  above  dated, 
was  intended  by  me  as  a  ** /o/ef?w  piciige^"  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  nation  would  not  interfere,  in  the  iuternal  aifairs 
of  France  :  But  the  refufal  of  the  Houfe  to  give  fuch  a  pledge, 
tends  to  fhut  the  door  to  peace ;  and  confequently  tends  to 
enfure  the  ruin  of  this  manufafturing,  commercial,  and  once 
happy  country :  Particularly  confidermg  tlie  increafed,  and 
rapidly  incrtafing  ftrength  of  the  navy  of  the  French  Republic; 
independently  of  the  profpeft  there  is,  of  tlieh"  having  the 
navies  of  Holland  aud  Spain  under  their  immediate  influence. 

^  7thly. 
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"  7thly.  Becatife  the  public  funds,. the  paper  currency,  and 
the  public  and  private  credit  of  this  country,  will  probably  be 
unequal  to  ftand  againft  the  tremendous  (hock  to  which  th< 
ininiders  will  now  expofe  them, 

<^  Sthly.  Becaufe  I  think  that  frank ne(s,fairnerS)  humanity, 
mnd  the  principles  of  honedy  and  of  juftice,  are  always  in  the 
end  the  beft  policy.  And  I  believe  it  to  be  true  in  regard  tp 
nations  (as  well  as  with  refpect  to  individuals)  that,  **  nothinj; 
that  is  not  juft  can  be  wife,  or  likely  to  be  ultimately  pro- 
fperous." 

"  pthly.  Becaufe  I  lament  the  more,  that  the  Houfe  fliould 
.  jrefufe  to  difclaim  the  interfering  in  the  internal  cOnilitution  of 
France,  in  as  much,  as  by  the  «ew  conilitucion  of  the  French 
Republic  -one  and  indivifible,  adopted  by  the  prcfent  National 
Convention,  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1793,  and 
under  the  title  "  Of  the  Relation  of  the  French  Republic  with 
foreign  Nations,"  andbylhe  articles  11 8th  and  xipth  of  that 
conftitution,  it  is  declared  and  enabled  that, 
*  The  French  people  is  the  friend  and  natural  ally  of  every 

*  FREE  nation.     It  does  not  interfere  with  the  government 

*  of  other  nations.    It  does  not  fuffer  that  other  nations 

*  Ihould  interfere  with  its  own/ 

*^  So  frank,  fo  fair,  and  fo  explicit  a  ^declaration  on  their 
part,  did,  in  my  opinion,  intitle  them  to  a  better  fpecies  of. 
return. 

*'  lothly.  Becaufe  I  conceive  that  a  true  republican  form 
of  government,  being  firmly  eftablKhed  in  France,  is  nmch 
more  fafe  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  than 
the  tyrannical,  capricious,  perfidious,  fecret,  intriguing,  and 
reftlefs,  ancient  monarchy  of  France,  or  than  any  other 
monarchy  they  could  there  eftablifh  :  But,  even  if  I  were  of  a 
diref^  oppoGte  way  of  thinking,  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  the 
grofs  injuftice  of  attempting  to  force  a  monarchy  upon  them 
contrary  to  their  inclination. 

**•  I  ithly.  Beoaufe  I  think  that  no  war  ought  to  be  continued, 
that  can  by  a  proper  line  of  moderation  be  avoided  ;  and  the 
more  efpecialiy  with  refpeft  to  the  French  people,  who  by 
their  republican  exertions,  republican  enthufiafm,  and  repub- 
lican courage,  have  made  victory  the  almoft  conitant  '  order 
of  the  day.* 

^*  I2thly.  Becaufe  the  continuance  of  fuch  a  bloody  conteft 
^thout  necei&ty,  appears  to  be  a  profane  tempting  of  d  i  v  i  N£ 
PROVIDENCE,  in  whofe  benign  and  almighty  hands  the  fate 
of  battles  and  of  empires  i^  p]a<;ed. 

"  I3thly.  Becaufe  I  wifh  to  wa(h  my  hands  entirely  of  the 

Ixmoctntbfood  that  may  be  (hed  in  this  war  with  France  ;  of  all 

Uh  2  the 
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Mr.  Lamhtcn  moved, 

««  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majeffy,  that  he  will  be 
f  fKiotifly  pltfafed  to  gite  direAions,  f  hit  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe 
sn  account  of  fuch  of  the  troopsof  cheElc6lcrof ///zmi/zr,  of  the  Land- 
fravc  of  Hefi  Cmfftl^  of  the  Mirgrave  of  Badgn,  and  of  the  Landgrave  of 
heje  Darmfiadt,  as  have  been  killtd,  or  have  died,  in  £  itijb  pay  finer 
llie  commciicementof  our  treaty  vtritii  thoii;  refpcftire  powers.** 

He  faid  that  his  Tcafon  for  making  thcfc  motions,  was  in 
order  to  (hew  the  Public,  the  extraordinary  cxpcncc  with  which 
Ac  prcfcnt  fcale  of  operations  was  attended  to  the  country. 
If  thefe  returns  M'erc  laid  before  the  Houfe,  the  unexampled 
extravagance  of  the  pre  fen  t  war  would  be  made  manifcft  to  the 
Houfe.  It  was  a  notorious  faO:,  that  we  paid  nearly  thirty 
pounds  per  man,  for  every  one  of  thofe  fubfidiary  troops,  that 
was  cither  killed,  or  died,  while  in  our  fervice.  This  circum- 
ftance  rendered  our  expences  a!moft  incalculable.  In  one 
iingle  aft  ion,  in  which  Mar(hal  Freyta^  (who  commanded  the 
covering  army  at  the  ficge  of  Dunkirk)  was  defeated,  there 
were  three  thour*nd  five  hundred  Hanoverians  killed.  Here 
was  an  expence  incurred  hy  this  country,  of  nc;jr  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  in  a  day:  And,  great  as  that  number  was,  he 
was  convinced  that  a  much  greater  numberof  mercenary  troops 
had  fallen  in  the  various  aftion$  which  took  place  in  the  lad 
campaign.  Thefe  circumflances  appeared  to  him  to  be  offuch 
importance,  as  to  call  for  the  peculiar  attention  of  the  Houfe; 
■nd  it  was  with  that  imprefTion  that  he  made'  the  motion  which 
he  had  jud  ibted  to  the  Houfe. 

^The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  no  objcftion 
that  the  returns,  whichliad  been  moved  for,  fliould  be  produ- 
ced. He  would  only  remark  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  A 
little  miftaken  with  refpeft  to  the  fum  which  he  had  men- 
tioned. But  furcly  in  an  extended  fctlc  of  operations,  fuch  as 
the  prefent  war  required,  a  fum  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
given  by  the  c-ouiitiy,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  re- 
placing the  troops,  wlio  had  fnllcn,  was  a  confidcration  which 
could  no-ways  go  to  affeft  the  general  rcafonrng  on  the  fubjeft- 

Mr.  Lambton  faid,  his  information  might  perhaps  be  rather 
inaccurate,  but  that  would  appear  when  the  returns  were  laid 
before  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Lambton  %  motion  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Coion€l  Matt  land  moved^ 

«•  That  an  humble  Addrcls  be  prefented  to  his  Majc/ly,  that  he  vf'xW  be 
gracioitfly  pleafcd  to  give  direflions  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  men  loft,  kilkd,  wounded*  miding,  and  prisoners,  of  the 
BMJh  troop%  fmce  the  laft  ^campatgo,  diHinguiihiog  each  corps  and 
fervice."— Agreed  to* 

PRUSSIAN 
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PRUSSIAK  SDBSIDY. 

Mr.  Jekyi  faid,  that  on  a  former  night  he  had  put  a  qaefttom 
to  the  minifter,  whh  refpeft  to  the  amount  of  the  money 
paid  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  had  received  an  anfiver  that 
It  amounted  to  1,2003090].  He  intended  to  hare  followed  it 
with  a  motion  with  refpeft  to  the  number  of  troops  empioycd 
by  the  King  of  PrufTia,  in  confeqnence  of  his  treaty  with 
this  country-,  but  was  anfwcrcd,  that  there  were  no  official 
Accounts  on  that  partictrlar  head.  Since  then,  upon  looking 
into  the  treaty,  he  found,  from  the  yth  article,  that  there 
were  two  commiffioners  to  be  appointed,  one  by  the  Dutch^ 
«nd  one  by  this  country,  in  order  to  fee  that  the  fttpulations 
were  properly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  his  Pruflian  Majcfty, 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  w^^ould  certainly  have  no  objeftion 
to  inform  the  Houfe  who  was  the  ^ommiftioner  for  this  coun- 
try.*—It  woftld  then  appear  whether  he  had  difcharged  his 
duty,  in  making  a  proper  return,  or  had  becti  guilty  of  a 
neglefl  in  his  public  capacity.  If  he  had  no  return  to  make^ 
the  caffe  would  certainly  be  altered.  The  other  night  the 
Right  Hon-.  Gentleman  had  ftated^  that  he  had  a  fort  of  ge«> 
neral  •knoM'ledge  of  the  co-operation  of  the  troops  of  his 
Pruflian  Majefty,  which  had  beai  of  efTcntta!  fervicc  to  the 
common  caufe.— This  he  muft  either  have  had  from  hearfay^ 
Mrhich4:ould  nojt  be  argwedffom^  or  from  the  communica- 
tions of  the  commiflTioner.  He  meant  to  imjuire,  whether 
he  could  not  contrive  to  commnnitatc  thts  general  fort,  of 
jcnowiedge  to  the  Houfe,  by  giving  ettrafts  from  the  written 
correipondence  ^o£  the  commiffioner  of  fuch  ^arts,  which, 
though  material  to  the  point  he  had  dated,  might  be  blended 
with  other  matters  that  it  might  not  be  proper  to  communi- 
cate ;  and  therefore  he  only  wilhed  for  fuch  extrafts  as  the 
Right  Hon.  Geittleman  might  deem  expedient  to  produce,  fo. 
t^iat  the  Public  might  be  fatisfied  that  their  money  had  been 
properly  applied,  and  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  duly  ful- 
filled his  (hare  of  the  treaty, 

The  Chamcelior  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  would  much 
rather  that  the  Hon.  Gentle m;in  would  put  his  propofition 
into  the  form  of  a  fpecilic  motion.  If  the  Hon.  Gentlemait 
meant  that  the  Pruikan  troops  had  immediately  co-operated 
with  the  Britiih  army  on  the  continent,  they  certainly  had 
not ;  but  tliey  were  employed  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  and 
fo  far  in  a  way  ufeful  to  the  purpofes  of  the  war.  Govern- 
ment were  in  pofleffion  of  a  ccrtaiti  degree  of  information  \ 
and  perhaps  the  mod  proper  way  in  which  the  Hon  Gen- 
tlemaa  could  put  bis  motion  would  be,  to  apply  f<^  the  heft 
information  which  they  could  give  on  the  fubje^. 

Vol.  L  1  i  Mr^ 
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JIfir.  J^l*  ^'  Was  dbefei  or  wu  tbflre  Dot»  a  commifficmcr 
fiom  tKw  country  ?" 

7%^  Cbanallmr  ^  tie  EK^hequer.  ^  There  wa$  a  NoUt 
Lord  who  was  near  the  perfon  of  hia  Pruaia&  Majefty^.thougb 
not  in  the  capacity  of  a  conunifConer." 

Mr.  JeM  then  moved  for  fuch  oflBctal  docinnentSf  letten^ 
and  extra^S)  at  related  to  the  adive  co-operation  of  his 
Pruflian  Majefty,  in  purfuince  of  the  terma  of  the  treaty. 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  obje&ed  Xsy  this  motiont 
aa  relating  not  to  the  amount  of  the  troops^  but  to  the  mode 
'of  operation  ;  one  of  tfaofe  circumilaoces  which  it  wouM 
not  be  proper  to  communicate.  After  fome  cooYerfatsoa,  the 
notion  was  withdrawn. 

Cihnel  MaUland  remarked^  that  in  his  motion  for  the  re* 
turn  of  the  loia  of  Britifh  troops,  he  had  omitted  thofe  taken 
prifoners.  It  waa  therefore  to  be  underftood,  that  the  mo* 
tion  was  exsifklj  the  bme  a§  had  been  made  hift  year. 

Mr.  Jehjl  then  nioved» 

«  That  an  humble  AMni%  be  preftated  to  hit  Msjefty,  that  he  will  fm 
ipracioofly  plrafed  to  givt  diir6boM  tfiat  there  be  btid  before  this  Houie 
«n  ateotnit  of  the  noept  employed  by  fbe  Kmg  of  Fn^/ieit  ia  purfManct 
of  tf«  treaty  figned  kt  the  Heipiet  in  Jfril  179^  as  far  as  the  kme  caa 
be  ofeemtuod.** 

j|fr«  Sheridan  aAcedt  whether  there  waa  any  objedUon  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe  the  correfpondence  of  Lord  Mahniburyt 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  moil  material  point,  whether '  the 
King  of  iPruffia  had  kept  faith  with  this  country  ?  Mow  that 
miniftera  prop#fed  to  give  an  imnwnfe  fum  to  the  Emperor^ 
to  induce  him  to  continue  his  co-operation  in  the  war,  it  waa 
of  confequence  to  fee  how  far  experience  would  warrant  oof 
tefiance  on  the  fidelity  of  continental  alliances,  and  the  punc* 
tuality  with  which  the  German  Princes  fulfilled  their  engiuje- 
Dfients.  llie  minifter  might  fay  that  the  King  of  PruoESa  bd 
forty  or  fifty,  thottfand  men  on  the  frontieff8>  but  were  thefe 
'  employed  for  the  purpofes  which  the  treatv  fHpuIatcd  ?— It 
might  9q>pear  from  the  correfpondence  of  Lord  Malmlbury, 
that  he  had  remonlbrated  wi^h  the  King  of  Pruflift  on  the 
circumftance  of  haring  negle£led  to  fuJnl  his  engagements* 
and  called  upon  him  to  make  good  his  faith  to  this  coontry. 
-  He  therefore  moved  for  fuch  parts  of  his  correfpondence  aa 
might  be  commui|ica(ed  with  fafety  and  propriety* 

The  Cbaneelbr  if  the  Mxchequer  faid»  ne  jfiad  much  rather 
that  the  fubjeA  (boukl  be  broi^ht  forward  for  a  feparate  di(^ 
cuflion,  than  that  the  important  bufinefa  of  the  day  fhould 
'be  ]ntemq)tedt  which  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  e^« 
preficd  fo  mudi  eageniefs  to  bring  forward. 
•  The 
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Ithe  Speaker  ftated  to  Mr*  Sheridani,  that  his  motion  'Wai 

SrettjT  muA  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  had  alreadj 
een  withdravPi^  and  would  thciefofe  conae  forward  witA 
trtotc  propriety  on  another  day* 
Mr.  Sheridan  therefore  prefled  his  motion  no  &irther> 

ooMMtrm  cff*  svf  PLV. 

The  Houfe  then  reTolved  itfelF  into  a  Committee  of  Supply 
Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Admiral  Gardneir  moved,  That  the  number  of  loo^ooo  fc9» 
men^  including  15,000  marines,  be  voted  to  his  Majefty  for 
the  fervice  of  5i6  year  1795. 

Mr.  Morns  ttohinfon  faid,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  addre(«  had  varied  from  the  courtly  ftyle  ufually 
adopted  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  called  upon. Gentlemen  tp  ' 
fpeak  out  their  minds.  This  was  certainly  a  period  which  of 
all  others  demanded  the  ex'erclfe  of  that  privilege.  He  fliould 
contider  the  country  as  greatly  wanting  to  itfelf,  if  it  did  not 
avail  itfelf  of  its  navy,  and  give  to  it  its  full  ftrength»  A  neg« 
\t&,  of  the  navy  he  fhould  confider  ai  the  greateft  grievance 
under  whieh  the  country  could  labour  from  'diemifconduQ; 
of  Adminift ration.  He  here  complained  of  what  he  under* 
ftood  to  be  a  capital  defe£l  in  the  conftru£l:ion  of  our  (hipsy 
namely,  that  in  point  of  fpeed  in  failing  they  «vrere  iaferior 
to  the  French.  1  his  was  a  defed:  produ&tve  of  much  incon* 
Venience  and  nufchief,  and  called  loudlv  for  a  remedy.  If  he 
xrifhed  to  give  a  foreigner  an  idea  of  tne  ftrength,  and  mu- 
nificence, and  the  glory  of  -the  country,  he  UM»uld  carry  hina^ 
not  to  Somerfet-houfe,  but  to  our  docks. 

Ct^tain  Berleley  rofe,  as  an  officer  in  the  navy^  to  give  his 
Opinion  upon  the  fubje£(  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
refpe£iing  the  inequality  of  failing  diat  fubfilbed  between  the 
/ftiglifli  and  French  (hips.  He  partly  agreed,  and  partly  dif- 
fered with  him.  He  allowed  that  the  French  &ips  were 
built  upon  a  preferable  conftru^iion,  but  he  maintained  that 
in  general  the  French  (hips  did  not  (ail  fafterthan  the£ngli(h» 
An  inftancc  occurred  In  confirmation  of  what  he  advanced  in 
the  year  1793,  when  the  £ngli(h  fleet  chafed  fix  faU'of  French 
(hips,  and  though  they  were  the  fafteft  failing  (hips  in  the 
French  navy,  our  fleet  gained  confiderably  upon  them,  and  , 
Admiral  PaiOey  at  one  time  evch  got  up  with  them.  He 
conceived  alfo,  that  this  was  not  the  moment  for  inflltuting 
an  inquiry  into  the  fubjefl,  and  that  in  time  of  peace  it  would 
be  entered  into  with  greater  propriety.  He  would,  however 
throw  out  an  idea  which  occurred  to  him  upon  the  fubjcd, 
<bat  he  certainly  thought  that  the  coti(kru£lion  of  our  ffiiot 
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might  be  improved  by  confuUing  with  men  whofc  minck  are 
expanded  by  fcience,  and  to  encourage  them  to  txertions  by' 
propofing  medals  and  premiums  to  thole  who  fliould  offer  the 
beft  models,     t^encvcr  the  fubjed  was  brought  forward  by 
the  landed  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  he»  and  the  other  Mem- 
bers in  the  naval  profcflion,  would,  he  was  confident,  be 
happy  to  lend  their  ajfidance.    He  remarfaed,  that  though  the* 
French  models  were  better  than  ours,  flill  our  workmanfiup* 
>ovas  fuperlor,  and  he  trufted  when  they  (houid  be  called  forth, 
we  (hould  be  found  to  have  better  hands,  as  well  as  better 
"Beads,  than  the  French.     He  could  not  help  taking  notice  of 
fome  refiedions  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  a  Right  Hofu 
Gentleman  on  a  former  night  again  ft  the  late  Firft  Lord  of 
die  Admiralty.     He  was  a  Kobleman  of  the  moft  amiable 
charaftcr,  to  whom  he  was  himfelf  under  the  higheft  obliga- 
tions, and  he  (hould  deem  himfelf  the  mo(l>  ungrateful  oi 
men,  if  he  were  capable  to  hear,  without  uidignation,  an; 
charge  brought  again  ft  him.     The  many  captures*  made  by 
the  enemy,  of  our  mercham-flups,  had  been  laid  to  the  charge 
of  that  Noble  Lord  \  but  before  Gentlemen  made  fuch  aa 
accufation,  they  ought  to  inquire  what  number  of  the  ihip? 
fo  taken  were  under  convoy ;  becaufe  if  the  owners  of  (hips 
fo  taken  chofe  to  run  the  rjlk  of  fending,  them  without  wail- 
ing for  a  convoy,  for  the  fake  of  a  market,  it  waa  impoflible 
for  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  prevent  Tt.     He  un- 
derftood  that  fome  blame  had  been  imputed  to  the  Noble 
Lord,  becaufe  the  Englifh  fleet  was  not  equal  to  the  French 
on  the  firft  of  June.     He  wifhcd  to  correa  Gentlemen  upon 
that  point.     The  fleet  with  which  Earl  Howe  faflcd  upon 
that^occafion,  was  much  fupcrior  to  that  of  the  French,  until 
the  detachment  made  to  convoy  the  Eaft-India  fleet.     To 
that  detachment,  in  his  opinion,  the  viftory  afterwards  ob- 
tained might  be  attributed  -,  for  if  we  had  retained  our  fu- 
'periority,  the  French  would  never  have  hazarded  an  engage- 
ment with  us.    He  averred,  he  had  never  feen  a  fleet  more 
completely  equipped  put  to  fea  v  and  that  every  thing  which 
belonged  to  the  Admiralty  department,  was  attended  to  witk 
the  utmoft  care  and  attention. 

Mr,  Roblnfon  reprobated  with  much  warmth  the  treatment 
which  he  had  met  with  on  a  former  night  from  the  minifters> 
when  he  wifhed  to  pat  fome  queries  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
the  navv,  and  they  hard  attempted  to  crufh  him  by  the  united 
force  of  their  eloquence  and  overbearing  influence. 

Mr,  Francis  faid>  that  tHd  Hon.  Gentleman  (Capt.  Berke- 
ley) had  fpokc  with  gteat  candour  as  to  the  dcfefts  in  the 
couftrudiou  of  our  (hips*    He  reprobated,  however,  the  dif- 
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linftion  which  heliad  made,  when  he  talked  of  the  landedl 
Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  as  the  nioft  proper  perfons  to  bring 
forward  qucftiond  relative  to  the  ftatc  of  the  navy,  as  highly 
unparliamentary.  If  any  fuch  di{lin£lion  was  to  be  taken,  the 
mercantile  reprefentatives  ^ere  furdy  more  interefted  in  pvcry 
thing  conneded  with  that  fubjedl.  He  thought  a  time  of  war 
the  moft  fit  for  attending  to  the  improvement  of  the  con-' 
ftrufbion  of  all  iKips  that  might  be  built  for  the  fervice.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  of  his  very  great  obligations  to  the 
late  Firft  Lord  di  the  Admiralty  i  Other  officers,  who  peihaps 
had  not  received  the  fame  obligationa^  did  not  talk  of  him  fa 
ifavourably.  But,  if  he  was  fo  well  qualified  for  the  fituation 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  reprefcnted  him  to  be,  it  was  very 
ilrangc,  that>  after  having  for  fome  time  filled  that  office,  he 
had  been  turned  out,  in  order  to  make  room  for  anodier^ 
.who  had  yet  his  'prenticeQiip  to  ferve. 

Admiral  Gardner  faid,  that  from  what  had  been  ftated,  it 
might  have  been  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  doty  of  the  Lord$ 
pf  the  Admiralty  to  attend  to  the  conflruction  of  the  {hips9 
whereas  this  part  of  the  bufinefe  belonged  to  the  navy  fur- 
Yeyors.  He  differed  in  one  refpe£l  with  his  Hon.  Fritnd 
f Captain  Berkeley).  From  what  he  had  feen  of  the  French 
ihips,  he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  they  failed  fader  than 
ours.  It  was  certainly  the  faft,  that,  from  tlie  mode  which 
they  adopted,  they  were  much  better  conftrufted.  When  a 
ihip  was  to  be  built  of  a  certain  rate,  prenijums  were  offered 
for  the  beft  model ;  thefc  were  fubmitted  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  the  model  which  was  judged  to  be  tlie  moft 
complete  was  adopted.  Since  he  had  been  in  the  navy,  which 
was  now  within  a  month  of  forty  years,  we  had  greatly  im- 
proved in  the  conftruftion  of  our  (hips,  in  confequence  of 
the  French  prizes  which  we  had  taken  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
we  fliould  continue  to  improve  from  the  fame  circumftance. 
If  we  wiftied  to  improve  the  conftruftion  of  (hips  ftiH  further, 
we  (Iiould  do  well  to  imitate  the  French  pradlice,  in  holding 
put  a  premium  for  the  beft  models.  Kefpe£ling  the  fleet 
which  failed  in  the  month. of  March,  a  finer  iket,  in  hi^ 
opinion,  never  put  to  fea  y  and  certainly  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
/Admiralty  was  not  to  blame  for  the  detachment  which  wa$ 
'wifely  and  neceflarily  made  from  it.  He  concluded  with  a  pane- 
gyric on  the  diligence  of  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
That  Noble  Lord  had  made  it  his  ftudy  to  do  his  duty  ; 
and,  from  an  acquaintance  with  him  for  five  years,  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  no  man  was  better  informed  with 
fefpe£t  to  what  related  to  bis  office*    Nothings  he  was  afluredy 

would 
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^roulf!  give  the  Noble  Lord  greater  pleafure  than  an  inqutrj 
into  his  public  condu^ 

Mr.  Fox  Aated,  that  he  had  been  accufed  of  having  inade 
an  attack  upon  the  character  of  the  Noble  Lord  lately  at  At 
head  of  the  Admiralty.  He  had  no  fuch  intention  \  he  had 
indeed  faidf  that  his  public  condud  was  not  fuch  as  appeared 
to  him  to  defenre  approbation,  but  without  the  fmallett  feel* 
ing  of  perfonal  difrefped.  He  had  laft  feffion  ftated  grounds 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Noble  Lord  \  he  had 
not  lately  made  fo  miAute  an  inquiry  into  particulars  as  he 
did  upon  that  occafion»  but  he  was  prepared  to  ftate  the  ge- 
neral refult,  that  the  captures  of  laft  year  exceeded  the 
number  of  fliips  taken  within  a  fimilar  fpace  in  any  former 
war,  and  exceeded  alfo  the  proportion  of  the  increafe  of  our 
commerce.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  navy  ought  to  have 
been  increafed  mor^  in  the  prefent  war  than  in  any  former 
^iod.  But  he  was  told»  that  from  the  increafe  of  our  com* 
merce,  we  might  expe^  a  greater  number  of  (hips  to  be 
taken.  If  our  commerce  was  increafed,  it  afforded  alfo  the 
means  of  increafing  our  navy,  and  thereby  providing  an  ad- 
ditional degree  of  lecurity.  Though  our  navy,  he  confe&d^ 
was  laige  and  refpedable,  ftill  it  was  by  fx>  means  what  it 
ought  to  have  been.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
French  navy  was  weak,  and  it  muft  certainly  appear,  from  the 
lefuk  of  the  naval  operations,  that  our  navv  has  jiot  had  that 
cffe£k  upon  the  decifion  of  the  conteft  whicn  it  ought  to  have 
bad}  from  its  great  fupenority  to  that  of  the  enemy.  An 
Bon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  they  had  been  lavifli  in  tlieit 
praifes  of  the  viAory  of  the  ift  of  June ;  diey  had  only  been 
juft.  No  man  would  acouie  him,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  with  wi(h« 
mg  to  detraA  from  the  elory  of  that  a£tion ;  ftlH,  however^ 
prudence  ihould  have  didated,  that  the  Englifii  Ihould  at 
leaft  have  been  equal  to  the  French.  The  French  had  at  pre- 
fent in  Toulon  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail«  and  it  was  a  quedioa 
whether  it  might  not  be  equal  to  our  fleet  in  the  Medicer'* 
Taneaui^  which,  from  its  long  abfence,  Ihuft  now  be  conC- 
dcrably  de^cient  in  force  and  the  number  of  its  men,  and  Jie^ 
was  forry  to  add,  with  refpeft  to  Britifh  feamen,  in  difcipliix'. 
He  was  told  the  Noble  Lord  (Chatham)  had  been  injured^ 
S  fo,  he  muft  have  been  injured  by  his  own  friends,  by  thoie 
who  had  put  him  out  pf  omce.  He  lamented  that  our  navd 
exertions  had  been  obftmAed  by  an  oftentatious^  difplay  o£ 
zeal  ill  the  land  fervi<:e.  Upwards  of  aol.  he  underftood,  had 
been  given  for  a  man>  a  circuroftance  which  had  greatly  in- 
jured cbe 'rccruitiog  jfojr  the  uyy,  and  vMdi  the  country 
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might  afterwards  haie  occafion  to  rue.  It  was  the  true  policy 
bf  this  countrj  to  encourage  as  many  landmen  as  pofibte  tc^ 
enter  into  the  fca  fenrtcc.  When  he  heard  talk  of  an  invafiott* 
an  event  which  he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  regard  with 
great  apprehenfion,  he  muft  own  that  he  (hould  feel  tntxA 
mdre  fccure  from  a  certain  fuperiorrtv  at  fea,  than  from  any 
number  of  land  forces.  When  to  air  the  difafters  wt^  had  ex- 
perienced at  fea,  he  added  the  glaring  deficiency  of  intelii* 
gence»  which  had  appeared  in  fo  many  mftances,  he  muft  own» 
Qiat  he  could  not  give  the  Noble  Perfon,  latelv  at  the  hea<t 
of  the  Admiralty,  credit  for  all  the  diligence  tnat  had  beea 
afcribed  to  him.  He  always  underftood  thaft  the  French  fhipt 
failed  fafter  than  ours;  in  this  idea  he  was  confirmed  by*  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gallant  Admiral.  He  had  learned  both 
from  him  and  from  the  Hon.  Captain,  that  we  owed  to  Frendl 
models  the  improvements  in  the  conftrudion  of  our  (hips; 
We  were  indebted  to  both  of  the  eallant  officers  for  bringmg 
French  prizes  into  our  ports,  and  lo  enabling  us  to  improve 
by  the  fupertor  ingenuity  of  the  enemy.  But  it  furely  was  not 
very  honourable  to  the  diligence  of  the  minifter,  or  very  Bat- 
tering; to  the  fcience,  induftry,  and  glory  of  the  country,  t6be 
obliged  to  improve  by  others,  and  to  be  content  always  to  imi* 
tate.  He  was  told  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Admirahy  to 
attend  to  the  conftni£^ion  of  (hips.  He  did  not  care  to  whom 
it  belonged ;  hs  had  a  right  to  expeA  attention  to  this  partica« 
lax  fxoni  the  Executive  Uovemment.  He  always  underftood 
that  the  Admiralty  had  the  fuperintending  power  with  refpeOi 
to  whatever  related  to  the  navy.  He  was  entitled  to  afk  them* 
Why  meafures  had  not  been  taken  fooner  to  improve  the  con* 
iftrudion  of  our  (hips  ?  The  time  of  war  was  urged  a^  an  argu^ 
ment  why  thefe  meafures  could  not  be  taken  at  prefent'—the 
very*circumftance  which  in  hU  mind  weijphed  moft  power-' 
fully  that  they  Ihould  be  adopted  without  lots  of  time.  He  waa 
told  that  no  improvement  could  be  introduced  withrelpeft  to 
Alps  already  built,  or  that  were  now  upon  the  ftocks ;  out  be 
Aould  deem  it  a  moft  criminal  negled^  if  care  was  not  taken 
to  fet  on  foot  the  building  of  new  fliips  upon  the  improved 
eonftru£lion,  in  every  dock  in  the  kingdom,  and  indeed  where* 
ever  it  was  poffible  \  and  this,  he  trufted,  would  be  the  BtK 
meafiire  of  the  new  Board  of  Admiralty,  To  all  that  he  haol 
ftated,  he  had  heard  no  other  anfwerthan  vihtt  had  been  urgedf 
hdl  year,  an  enumeration  of  the  (hips  we  had  takeii)  including; 
fhofe  we  had  got  by  capitulation  at  Toulon.  But  it  was  not  ir 
pleafing  circunoftance,  that  one  of  ourbwn^OnpS  of  tlkf  line 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a  circUmftaiicc  which! 
had  not  often  ^happcnedia  fottner  wars^to^  Ais  country  i  ^oniy 
^  M*'^  one 
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one  had  been  taken  dor'mg  the  whole  courfc  of  the  American 
WLTf  when  we  had  to  contend  againft  the  combined  naval 
force  of  £un>pe|  and  that  had  been  retaken.  With  refpedi  to 
ihe  Admiralty  itfelf,  the  charader  of  the  Noble  Lord  has  been 
more  injured  by  his  coHeagnes  than  by  any  other  perfon.  It 
lias  been  faid,  that  nothing  itrbuld  be  more  pleafing  to  that 
Noble  Lord,  than  to  have  an  inquiry  inftituted  with  refpe£l  to 
his  public  condui£k.  A  general  wi&  of  that  fort  has  fo  oftea 
been  exprcHed,  and  the  |>artictilar  propoHtion,  when  brought 
ferwavdi  defeated  by  forae  particular  confideratton,  chat  much 
ftrefs  will  not  now  be  laid  on  fudi  a  decbration.  If  the  Noble 
Lord  was  indeed  the  able  and  diligent  chara£ler  he  has  beea  - 
held  out,  it  can  only  be  fatd,  that  he  has  had  the  moft  inju- 
rious coUeagueSy  and  fe^ved  the  mod  ungrateful  Public,  fmce 
the  former  nutft  have  confented  to  remove  him  from  a  fituation 
whidi  he  occupied  with  fo  much  credit,  and  perhaps  no 
change  was  ever  £o  generally  approved  by  the  latter.  Mr.  Fox 
concluded  wkh  declariRg,  that  tlie  navy  of  ^England  was  of 
more  importance  now,  than  at  any  former  period.  The  ^hole 
of  tlK  campaign  ought  to  teach  minifters  the  inefficacy  of  mi- 
litary operations.  He  had  been  told  that  there  were  (hips 
ready  to  be  fent  to  fea,  if  failors  c*uld  be  got  to  man  them. 
He  trufted  that  this  was  not  the  fa£k,  and  that  ileps  would  be 
taken  immediately  to  procure  more  (hips  and  more  men  for 
the  fervice  ;  and  that  no  diminution  of  the  military  force  would 
be  conftdered  as  too  great  a  facrifice,  in  order  to  extend  the 
fcale  of  our  naval  exertions. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe 
with  many  words.  With  regard  to  the  obfervations  of  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Robinfon),  relative  to  the  right  of  every  Member 
to  call  for  information  from  the  fervants  of  the  Crown^>e  fully 
admitted  that  right,  and  was  far  frombeing  defirousofendeavour- 
ing  to  prevent  it.  Alluiions  had  been  made  to  the  duty  of  the 
Navy  Office,  and  as  he  held  a  refpe£table  fituation  in  that  Office, 
he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  excufe  him  for  what  he  was  about  to 
(ay,  when  they  refleftcd  how  neceiTary  it  was  to  prevent  the 
effe£i  which  infmuations  might  otherwife  produce.  With  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  faid  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on» 
the  oppoHte  fide  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  neceffity  of  doing  every 
thing  that  could  poffibly  b^  done  to  improve  our  navy,  he  wa« 
ready  to  fubfcribe  to  every  word  of  it ;  but  he  would  be  bold 
enough  to  fay,  t^at  there  had  not  been  the  leaft  negligence 
in  thatrefpedl.  '  To  (hew  that  he  was  warranted  in  thisaiTer-' 
tion,  he  begged  leave  to  qall  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  fituation  of  this  country  at  the  commencement  of  the 
wary  which  ba4  yiet  befn%of..ooly  two  years  duration.    We 

began 
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•  began  with  only  fixtccn  thoufand  men ;  laft  year  yrc  h^  ^h- 
ty- nve  thoufana  £eamc4i  ^  and  we  had  at  piefent  on  board  iof 
.our  fhips  of  war^  no  kfs  than  ^inety-five  thouiand  men-— thi3 
iwas  the  exertion  of  Gavernmenc  in  ^e  djCpartment  of  the 
navy,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years  :  Under  £uch  clr^umiftauces  hp 
would  venture  to  fay,  that  ^^ch  exertion  had  ppt  bc^n  exceeded 
at  any  time  in  this  country. 

.   With  regard  to  what  the  Right  lion.  Gentl&«>;u^  bad  fyi^ 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  attack  tlve  pivate  cbara<Sber  of  the  Fiift 
Lotd  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Duudas  faid,  h^  readily  admiitted 
'  that,  and  fincerely  believed  it  was  but  juflice  to  that  Right  Uon. 
Gentleman  to  declare,  he  underftood  him  to  fpeak  of  the  F^^ft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  only  as  a  public  man,  and  in  that  view 
too  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  it  was  ii^poffible  to  ftate  one 
facl  to  the  di  fad  vantage  of  that  Noble  Lord :  He  would  defy  any 
jTian  breathing  to  fay  there  had  been  a  fault  in  any  one  part  of 
the  naval  exertions  of  this  country,  tha^  could  fairly  be  im* 
putcd  to  the  Noble  £arh     But  this  was  not  all ;  for  inftead  of 
.there  hfiving  been  tio  fault,  there  was  un^omi^on  xnecit  in  oar 
xiiivaJ  exertions.     Xhe  Committee  would  reQoJk£):  th^  io  the 
profecutlop  of  former  wars»  it  bad  been  cuftomary  to  ranfacjc 
almod  every  mcrcliant-Qiip  for  all  it$  &iiorf:,  and  to  proceed 
jon  fuch  a  fcale  as,  for  a  time,  aimoft  entirely  tp  deiiroy  our 
trade.'    At  that  moment  he  would  ta^e  the  liberty  of  faying, 
that  uotwithfta^diug  the  aftoaiOnng  exertions  whiqjii  J\nd  i^eeo , 
(ina^^  to  incr^afe  our  naval  force,  our  trade  remained  almofi: 
satire :  Let  it  not,  therefore,   be  fa  id,  that   there  had  beea 
any  want  of  exertion  ^n  the. past  of  the  Noble  dLord  wlio  had 
been  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     There  was  another 
thing  to  be  coniidered,  which  tended  to  prove  the  merit  of  o^r 
naval  exertious  ;  lie  would  a(k  the  Conimittee«to  recolle£l  the 
•nature  of  the  difficulties  which  we  had  to  ilruggle  with  in  pro^ 
fCuring  men  for  the  navy  in  the  prefent  war ;  tliey  all  knew 
there  was  a  great  ardour  in  the  Public  for  the  fuccefs  of  tlie 
caufe  in  which  we  were  engaged ;  and  he  was  ready  to  con* 
fefs,  there  were  none  who  partook  more  of  that  ardour  than 
our  failors}  but.it  mud  be  allowed  alfo,  that  a  great  and  power- 
ful ftimuliis  to.entering  into  the  naval  fervice,  and  whicli  ope- 
.rated  in  other  wars,  did  not  cxift  in  this,  he  meant  the  love  q£ 
prize<-money;  in  ahnoil  every  former  war  the  £ngli(h  fiiiilor 
liad  been  encouraged  to  civtcr,  fupportcd,  after  he  had  en- 
-tered,  by  the  hope  of  returning  to  iiis  wife  and  miftrefs  with 
a  load  of  wealth,  and,  under  that  idea,  the  wife  or  miftrefs 
had  often  conCsnted  to  his  adventure.     In  the  prefent  war, 
theffe  was  no  fuch  caufe  to  operate  y  to  look  after  a  prize  from 
the  French  ^t  £c^9  was  like  looking  ior^  pin  in  ji  hfiy-ftack. 
V^^.L  Kk 
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He  agreed  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  had 
been  ati  interference  with  the  manning  of  the  navy,  by  recruit- 
ing for  the  land  fervice  ;  but  if  the  manner  in  which  the  ferricc 
of  the  army  had  been  fupported  was  an  improper  one,  he 
was  ready  to  take  his  fliare  of  the  refponfibility  which  ought  to 
be  attached  to  it ;  if  there  was  a  crime  imputable  on  that  head, 
he  was  ready  to  plead  guilty  to  that  crime ;  be  that  as  it  might, 
ft  could  not  be  confidcred  as  any  fault  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  It  might  be  made  a  channel  for  attacking  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Executive  Government  generally,  and  if  it  flionld, 
he  would  be  ready  to  defend  it  *,  but  it  could  not  be  brought  as 
a  complaint  againft  thofc  who  had  the  immediate  care  of  our 
naval  exertions. 

What  was  the  nature  of  our  (ituatton  with  regard  to  otrr 
fleet  at  this  moment  ?  It  had  been  infinuated)  that  we  had 
many  (hips  which  we  cnuTd  not  man,  and  that  we  were  at  a 
lofs  to  man  them.  God  forbid  we  fhould  be  in  fuch  a  fitua- , 
tion  !  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  would  not  then,  for  reafons  which 
muft  be  obvious,  detail  all  the  circumftances  in  that  refpe&  ; 
if  be  were  to  do  fo,  he  was  confident  the  Houfe  would  be  afto-i 
tiiflied,  as  well  as  pleafed,  at  finding  the  fituation  of  cur  fleet 
at  this  time,  and  the  force  which  we  had  ready  for  the  moment 
we  Ihould  chufe  to  employ  them :  Having  faid  this,  and  be IVv- 
'ing,  as  he  did,  that  our  naval  force  was  at  prelcnt  double  r^at 
of  the  mod  exaggerated  account  of  the  naval  force  of  the  ene-. 
my — ^he  was,  neverthclefs,  ready  to  admit,  that  the  naval 
exertions  of  the  enemy  were  fuch  as  to  aroufe  his  alarm,  but 
God  forbid  they  (hould  create  our  fear.  Let  Gentlemen  feo 
how  we  ftood:— We  had  in  our  naval  fervice  near  ninety 
thoufand*  men,  and  in  that  nurpber  by  no  means  the  propor- 
tion of  landmen  which  the  nature  of  the  fervice  vns  capable  of 
admitting ;  therefore  we  might  fpread  them  much  widet*  over 
our  fleet,  and  fupply  bv  landmen  the  number  of  faiiors  take-n 
out  of  the  ihips  to  which  they  belonged  ;  and,  in  this  (ituation, 
the  Committee  were  that  day  called  upon  to  add  fifteen  thou- 
fand  feamtn  to  the  naval  force.  He  looked  upon  this  as  the 
*moft  profpctous  fituatton  the  country  could  be  in  with  refpe£k 
to  our  feamcn  ;  for  he  believed  that  one  hundred  thoufand 
men  had  never  before  been,  at  one  time,  in  the  naval  fervice 
of  this  country.  Whatever  meafure  might  hereafter  be  neccf* 
fary  for  the  continuance  of  the  naval  fuperiority  of  this  coun- 
try, he  trufted  it  would  be  adopted ;  whatever  difference  feme 
points  in  politics  might  create  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  the  fatif- 
faftion  to  be  confident,  that  there  was  but  one  fentiment  in  it 
as  to  the  ncceflity  of  fdp porting  the  rravy  ;  he  feared,  however, 
that  the  further  augmentation  could  not  be  m;Hle  in  the  hmc 

^  .  numnciT 
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maaner  as  the  forte  chat  had  been  already  raifed^  becaufe)  9^  be 
had  already  obferved,  failors  had  not  the  iame  inducements  to 
enter  into  this,  as  they  had  to  enter  into  other  wars*  Bu^^  he 
flattered  hirafelf,  the  pad  exertions  would  anrwer.all  th^ 
purpofes  which  the  people  of  this  country  could  defire. 

Mr.  Dundas  declared  he  meant  to  have  faid  fomethit|g  on  a 
point  which  had  efcaped  himp  viz.  the  conftru^^ion  of  our 
fliips.  He  believed  there  was  fome  truth  in  the  aiTertion  that 
our  (hips,  in  point  of  conftru£lion«  might  be  inferior  to  tlie 
enemy,  but  he  had  no  doubt,  that  ia  every  thiAg  which  related 
to  the  workman(hip  we  were  much  fuperior  i  and  however 
paradoxical  the  thing  might  feem,  he  would  aflign  as  one 
reafon  for  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  (hips  in  point  of  con* 
itrudlion,  it  wzs  the  general  and  received  opinion  of  the  fupe- 
riority of  our  naval  force.  We  had.  always  an  idea  that  we 
could  fink  the  French  (hips  by  fighting,  and  he  would  dare  to 
fay,  tliat  if  the  gallant  Admiral  who  had  fpoke;a  that  night,  wjbo 
fat  fo  much  at  his  eafe  then  in  the  Houfe,  and  who  had  admit- 
ted the  fuperiority  of  the  conllru£lion  of  the  French  (hipsy 
was  to  meet  one  of  them,  he  would,  notwithflanding  her  fui> 
periority,  undertake  to  blow  her  out  of  the  water,  it  fhe  at^ 
tempted  to  engage  with  him.  There  was  another  reafon  for 
this  fuperiority  in  point  of  cpn(lru£tion  on  the  part  of  the 
French  i.  it  was  the  hatred  with  which,  in  this  country,  a  pro-* 
je£l6r  was  held.  The  moment  a  man,  however  ingenious  he 
might  be,  faid  he  had  any  projedi,   he  was  almoft  always 

,  treated  as  a  madman :  In  confequence  of  tliis  prejudice,  we 
ibmetimes  Ipft  Cght  of  our  intereft  ;  for,  although  but  few 
(rojefls  would  anfwer  to  the  (anguine  hopes  of  their  proje£bors> 
yet  many  might  have  merit  to  a  certain  extent :     He  therefore 

.  declared  he  fliould.  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  receive  any  fug-^ 
geftions  that  might  be  given  him,  and  to  co*operate  with 
their  authors,  if  he  faw  any  profpe<Sl  of  an  improvement  to 
our  naval  architeAure. 

He  concluded  with  dedaring,  that  our  vifkories  proved  that 
our  (Iiips,  iiowever  comparatively  inferior  to  the  French,  were 
their  fuperiors  in  a£lion ;  and  that,  from  the  prefent  very  re-* 
fpe^able  ftate  of  our  navy,  there  was  n^t,  on  that  point,  any 
ground  for  defpondency. 

Mr,  Sheridan  faid^  he  certainly  agreed  with  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laQ,  that  there  was  hardly  any  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  Committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  fupportiQg 
our  naval  fuperiority;  but  it  was  from  an  appreheniion  that  no 
fubdantial  good  to  the  country  would  arife  from  what  h^  been 

.(aid  ttiat  night,  unlefs  minifters  were  fpurred  on,  that 
he  (hould  trouble  the  Committee  on  this  fubjeft.    He  was 

K  k  2  the 
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<hc  mtrtof  djAfopkiion,  when  he  obfer^cd  the  manner  in 
iriiich  thc'Rtght  Hon.  Gefntlcn(ian,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had 
tonvey^d  his  fefttimcnts.  He  had  faid,  that  one  of  the  rea- 
forts  for  tbc  fupeHority  of  the  enemy  in  the  conilruAton  of 
their  fliips*  «rofe  ffofmthc  eontempt  in  which  projeftors  were , 
held  in  this  country  5  if  that  was  the  cafe,  he  was  afraid  the 
hiattir  ^o«W  be  neglcfted  ;  for  the  Rt.Hon.Gcntlcman,  at  the 
time  he  admitted  the  ftrperiority  of  the  eneniy  in  one  reaped, 
iind  the  dcfeftivcnefs  of  the  conftruftion  of  our  ihips^  con- 
veyed an  idea  that  he  thought  our  (hips  altogethet  as  good  as 
Ihcy  need  be^  ai^d  this  when  he  knewi  it  Was  not  the  opiniott 
6f  thfc  bed  nAvil  officers  in  this  country.  The  Right  Hem. 
G^itlcttian  had" obfcr\'edj- that  if  the.gallant  Admiral  were  to 
meet  one  of  the  (hips  of  the  enemy,  ho  wt>u1d  undertake  to 
WfJw  it  out  of  the  water.  Mr.  Sheridsltt  f^id,  he  had  no  doubt 
6f  the  courage  er  the  ikill  of  that  great  naval  officer ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  conCutrcd  heartily  in  the  praife  xi'hich  had  becil 
fo  juftly  befto^edupon  him  ;  but  when  we  talked  of  blowing 
the  cnettiy  out  of  die  water,  there  was  one  Aiug  to  be  done 
firit,  ttnmcly,  to  catch  them,  which  we  were  not  very  likely  to 
dd  \vhile  tlwy  cduld  fail  fafter  than  tos,  and  which  it  was  now 
ftdmltted  tbJty  were  able  to  do. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  any  difpofition  to 
treat  this  matter  lightly,  and  he  wifted  they  might  hear  of  fomc 
Itteafiire  being  taken  in  conftquence  Of  what  had  paffed  that 
d6yj  although  he  confciied  he  had  no  very  flattering  hope  of 
any  great  gtikid  being  dotie.  It  had  been  faid  hj  an  Hon. 
Mchibcr  (Captain  Berkeley),  that  fingle  ^hips  ot  the  enemy 
failed  better  tlisrn  -eursj  but  th*t  they  did  not  fail  better  in  a 
body  ^  he  did  hAt  pi*etend  to  hairte  much  knowledge  of  failing, 
btit^  rs  a  fleet  coufd  hot  be  formed  but  by  u  colle£tion  of  fin- 
gle ftip5>  he  did  ridt  fee  how  thfe  dtflinclion  could  be  fupport- 
•d  by  iiff^t  teafoning. 

A  great  deal  had  been  faid  as  to  the  rharaifter  of  the  htc 
FtrftLord'of  the  Admiralty  ;  fomc  had  expreflcd  indrgnation 
that  any  do*bt  ihotrld  have  been  exprefied  of  the  adequate  abi- 
lities <rf  the  Noble  LOrd ;  others  hAd  faid  that  he  was  an  amia- 
Wfc  chfttafict.  To  the  firft  he  5*rowld  anfwer,  that  he  cffl-^d 
for  the  indignation  of  no  man,  when  he  was  doing  what  ap* 
jiMred  to.Mitt  to  be  hi&duty  to  the  Public,  atidfpeaking  per- 
haps the  voice  of  the  Public,  To  the  fccond  Ire  wouM  fay, 
that  it  Was  not  an  snihiable  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  we 
wanted^  but  it  was  an  attentive,  aSive,  and  vigilant  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  if  this  WJ18  the  chTirftder  of  the 
Noble  Lord,  he  had  been  moft  tmgfratrfully  treated  byihe 
Publicj  and  ihamef ully  deferted  by  his  colleagues;  snd,  in 

that 
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that  fttppofition*  the  heft  thing  the  Hotife  cduld  do  was  to 
ttddrek  his  Majefty  to  dtfmifs  from  his  cotinclh  thofe  ^'hohad 
sdrifed  him  to  turn  out  of  fo  important  an  office,  a  NoWemah 
fo  well  qualified  to  fill  it,  and  to  place  in  his  itetd  another, 
\v4io,  tlfhatcret  histdlcnts  might  be^  tnuft  go  through  'an  ap- 
prenticeftiip  in  the  fervice. 

He  agreed  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
in  one  thing,  that  nothing  was  to  be  got  by  this  war;  that 
was  what  we  all  knew,  and  of  which  he  needed  not  to  hare 
reminded  us;  but  when  he  told  the  Houfe  the  dtfiiculties  wc 
had  in  manning  our  navy,  and  the  credit  he  took  to  Govern- 
ment for  having  fucceedcd,  he  ought  alfo  to  have  reminded 
the  Committee  or  another  circumftanfce,  which  tended  to  faci- 
Ktate  our  manning  the  navy,— he  meant  that  of  our  having  no 
privateers. 

With  regard  to  the  vote,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  fo  far 
from  objefting  to  it  on  account  of  its  being  too  large,  that  he 
thought  it  hardly  large  enough ;  and,  in  confidering  this,  they 
were  not  to  regard,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  haddon^^ 
what  force  we  had  in  former  wars,  but  vrfiat  was  the  ftrcngth 
of  the  enemy  in  this  5  and,  upon  that  view,  he  tvas  fearful  the 
vote  now  propofed  was  too  fmall;  however,  he  ihould  be 
ready  to  concur  in  any  vote  that  might  be  necelTarv  hereafter, 
in  fupporc  of  our  navy,  becaufe  we  depended  entirely  on  the 
Davy  in  this  war.  H«  hinted  aUb,  that  there  might  be  fome 
tnprovement  in  the  marines. 

'  He  proceeded  to  obfcrvc,  that  he  had  fome  rcafon  to  exult, 
when  he  recollefted  what  he  had  faid,  at  the  time  of  his  giving^ 
certain  information  to  the  Hoiafe,  and  when  he  recolTeded 
how  he  had  been  anfvrercd  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide.  He  had  made  an  aifertion,  with  regard*  to  the 
fittiation  of  Halifax  laft  year,  that  was  iatly  denied  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  State;  it  turned  out,  however,  that  he  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) was  right.  He  had  read  a  paper,  which  he  faid  wa& 
the  fptoch  of  Lord  Dorcheftcr  to  the  Indians  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  the  Secretary  of  State  called  it  a  forgery,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  authentic.  He  had  alleged,  the  otficr  nij^ht,  that 
a  company  of  merchants  had  agreed  to  invite  bis  Majefty 's 
minifters,  but  that  Lord  Chatham  was  ex prefly  excluded;— 
and  the  rcafon  alleged  for  that  mark  of  dirreipe6fc  was,  that  he 
had  not  takcti  care  fo  proteft  the  trade  and  commerce  of  tliis 
country,  TheChaticcUoT  of  the  Exchequer  fecmcd  to  drfl'cnt: 
from  that  affcrtion  :  He  wiihed  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
would  irrform  the  Committee  now,  whetnerthe  allertion  was 
true  or  fatfe.  Thefc  things  he  mentioned,  merely  becaufc  he 
challenged  inquiry  into  every  thmgihc  faid  in  that  Hotrfc. 
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Thf.  Chancellor  ^tU  Ex^btquer  faid,  that,  as  far  as  an  om\{* 
Eon  to  invite  the  Firil  JLonl  of  the  Admiralty  to  dinner  could 
^&(k  the  political  cbaradcr  of  the  Noble  Lord,  the  obfcrvatioa 
of  the  Hon*  Gentleman  was  true ;  but  tliat  omifUon  was  not 
a  marked  one,  for  four  of  bii»  Majefty's  Cabinet  happened  to 
be  in  tiie  fame  iituation. 

He  faid  further*  '^  I  have  no  defire  to  fay  any  thing  in  vin- 
dication of  the  late  Firil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  becau£^ 
however  near  and  dear  fuch  a  character  muft  always  be  to  roe* 
any  obfervation  on  my  part  would  rather  tend  to  weaken  thaa 
to  ilrcng^hen  the  juit  llatement  and  honourable  panegyric  of 
my  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dundas). 

^*  1  acknowledge,  that  the  late  exertions  of  the  enemy  have 
been  cxtraurdinary  indeed  :  But  do  thefe  exertions  prove  that 
ihey  will  be  of  long  duration  ?  No  !  They  only  prove  that 
they  are  rapidly  approaching  towards  a  (late  of  imbecility*— ^ 
that  their  refources  will  be  foon  exhauHed.  They  are  the 
confequences  of  unparalleled  prcilure  and  unprecedented  vio* 
knee.  Can  any  man  for  a  moment  believc9  that  thofe  ejcer* 
lions,  founded  on  artificial  finance,  and  baibarous  extortion, 
will  continue  to  operate  with  that  vigour  and  effe^l  which  a  juft 
caufe  and  a  permanent  fyftem  are  calculated  to  enforce  ?.From 
our  fvdem  of  warfare,  we  mayexpedfucccfs  ;  that  of  the 
Frencii  contains  in  itfelf  the  feeds  of  di(iblution«" 
.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  afligned  a  few  rea* 
fons  for  thinking  that  the  vote  propofed  to  the  Committee 
was  fufilcient  for  continuing  our  fuperiority  to  the  enemy  in 
naval  ftrength. 

Admiral  G«r</fi/r  vindicated  the  Admiralty.  He  thought  the 
inattention  attributed  to  the  Bpard  was  ill*fouoded.  For  the 
laft  four  or  five  montlis  he  had  been  employed  at  fea,  there- 
fore it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  fufficiently  acquaint* 
ed  with  all  its  tranfa£lions  at  home  in  his  abfence. 

To  the  charges,  however,  made  againft  them  refpefline  the 
French  fleets  which  had  annoyed  our  coails  and  captured  fome 
of  our  veiTcls,  he  could,  without  fear  of  contradidion,  affirm, 
that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  on  that  occafion,  deferred 
more  praiie  than  cenfure  \  becaufe  they  were  no  fooner  ap« 
prifed  of  the  fads,  than  they  difpatchcd  a  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Harvgy  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  fent  four  (hips  after  them,  to  countcra£l  the  intentions  of 
ihe  enemy;  which  exertion,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  had  its 
wiflied-for  cfFcft. 

(iHieral  Tarleton  thought  tlie  prcfcnt  an  improper  time  for 
levity  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry,  who  had  involved  this  coUn*' 
*ty  io  its  pr«fcnt  deplorable  (late.    The  fubjeft  of  difcufiioa 
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was  one  of  the  moft  importr.nt  that  had  ever  engaged  tlie 
Houfe.  Admitting  all  the  praife  which  the  gallantry  of  our 
officers  and  feamen  defervcd  for  their  manly  exertions  on  tlic 
glorious  firft  of  June,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  not  yet  ac- 
quired, on  their  part,  a  triumph.  If  wi.wcre  anxious  for  the 
efFefts  of  their  wonilfrful  exertions  and  official  capacity,  we 
might  be  amply  fatisficd  by  the  mercantile  lofles  recorded  m 
Lloyd's  Lift,  which  numerous  and  lamentable  cttalogUe  was 
attributable  only  to  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiral- 
ty. His  adoniihment,  however,  was  not  excited  by  tlicfc 
lafls  ;  becaufe  his  Majefty's  miniftcrs  had  rendered  theni- 
felves  notorious  for  a  total  ignor:Mice  of  all  maritime  intelli- 
gence. The  Right  Hon.  Treafurcr  of  the  Navy  might,  in  the 
moments  of  jocularity,  afFed  a  joy,  that,  in  the  profccutioa 
of  this  war,  neither  wife  nor  miltrefs  lamented  the  abfcncc 
of  a  hulband  or  a  lover ;  but  the  General  confefTed,  that  h\% 
mind  was  occupied  with  ideas  more  folemn,  mote  foHd,  andj 
he  trufted,  more  beneficial  to  his  country. 

The  exertions  of  the  French,  in  the  prefent  ftruggle,  were 
unbounded.  Not  fatisfied  with  vanquifhing  their  a<^ive  op*- 
ponents,  they  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  afFe6fcions  of  their 
fallen  foes.  Ever  fince  the  death  of  Robefpierrc,  all  reftraint^ 
all  guard,  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  BritiCh  officers  ani 
feamen  who  became  prifoners  ;  and  he  was  afraid,  nofwitli- 
flandinjr  the  virtue  and  patriotifm  of  thcfe  men,  who  had  Hood 
forward  gallantly  in  the  caufe  of  their  King  and  Country,  that 
many  of  them  would  be  tempted  to  enter  into  the  French  fer- 
vice  :  Nay,  that  fome  had  already,  in  conjunction  with  Ameri- 
can failors.  a^luallv  done  fo.  The  General,  after  recortunending 
a  farther  augmentation  of  the  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the 
yenn  concluded  with  ridiculing  the  acquifition  of  Corficflig 
which  had  been  fo  much  boafted  of  by  miniftry,  and  which  ac- 
quifition  wmild  never  indemnify  us  for  the  facrifice  of  out 
brave  foldirrs  md  feamen. 

MrJAiornnan  Curtis  would  not  fny  any  thing  again  ft  the 
late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  unqueftionably  much  of 
our  trade  had  fuffered  for  want  of  proteftion.  The  Alderman 
faid,  French  (liips  failed  better  than  the  Britifti  5  and  tlt« 
Coninierce  de  Marfeilles,  he  believed,  was  one  of  the  fined 
fliips  that  had  ever  been  built. 

Aldtrman  Anderfon  faid,  that  whatever  blame  might  be  at-r 
tributed  to  the  Admiralty  for  inattention  to  convoys,  he  was 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Irifti  and.  Baltic  commerce  had  been 
fufficiently  protected.  He  agreed  that  many  lo(R:s  appeared 
on  Lloyd's  Lift ;  but  he  wiihed  to  know  if  the  merchaittSp 
who  had  fuffered  in  thefe  inftanccs,  had  applied  for  convoys? 
He  was  inclined  to  think>  that  the  captures  alluded  to  ha4 
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arHen  from  the  nihnefs  of  the  merchants,  who  would  not  waif 
for  convofs;  and  when  he  refie£led  on  thefe  ferious  \o(fcs,  h^ 
"ttriflied  for  a  Jaw  profaibittng  the  failing  of  traders  in  time  of 
war  without  a  convoy. 

Mr,  David  Scott  was  of  the  iame  opinion.  He  faid,  that  th^ 
Eaft  India  and  the  Weft  Indiay  as  well  as  our  coafting  trade» 
and  all  others  who  waited  properly  for  conYoy>  had  been  fully 
j)rote£led  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr,  Bramiling  thought  there  was  no  way  of  making  peac^ 
hut  by  a  ftrong  navy  \  and  adverted  to  the  French  fleet  i^i  thf 
Northern  feas^  wherc^  he  faid,  three  of  their  fliips  w<;re  cruiz- 
ing for  three  months,  and  had  taken  52  of  our  merchant  vcfl'trls. 
He  afkcd,  if  the  Admira^y  could  not  have  prcvegted  this  ? 
And  faid,  it  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftituents,  to  in^" 
quire  into  the  cauije  of  this  misfortune  attending  our  trade. 

^he  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  widied  to  know  of  Mr» 
Standlingy  when  lie  had  xeceivcd  til  is  'iOiformatioQ  ? 

Mr.  Brandling  faid.  Two  months  ago,  at  tl>e  Trinity-^houfe^ 
whither  an  anfwer  from  the  Admiralty  concerning  the  fame 
had  been  fent. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  juAi&ei  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  an4 
nfligned  the  poverty  of  our  enemy,  in  commerce,  aqd  our  not 
boing  at  war  with  Portugal  and  Spain,  as  a  reafon  for  our  not 
capturing  many  veffels.  All  the  fhips  formerly  employed  io 
trade  by  France,  were  now  converted  into  privateers,  whicb 
pop  out  of  the  ports,  and  inftantly  fetze  every  iliip  they  cas^. 
He  could  not,  however,  impute  any  blame  to  the  Admiralty^ 
«nd  (hould,  therefore,  heartily  vote  for  the  fupply. 

Sir  Matthew  W.  Ridley  corroborated  Mr.  Brandling's  ac*- 
eount  of  fome  lofTes  in  the  North  Seas,  after  information  had 
been  fent  to  the  Admiralty  that  French  frigates  were  cruizing 
there  ;  but  faid,  that  iic  was  not,  any  more  than  hi&  colleague^ 
prepared  to  blame  minifters  on  that  account. 

Mr.  M.  Montague  defended  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty^ 
i>n  the  ground  of  our  commerce  being  foextenfive,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to->prate£i  it  in  every  point.  The  naval  campaigD» 
however,  had  been  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  in  the  »nnal$  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Lamktcn  faid,  h^  had  converfed  with  the  maders  of 
fliips  taken,  who  afiured  him  they  had  fcen  thirty  £nglifli 
prices  together  in  a  French  port.  He  was  alfo  informed  that 
the  Fret>ch  had  fent  nil  over  the  country  where  timber  was  to 
-be*  foutrtl,  models  6f  the  feverul  parts  and  individual  tiiBbers 
of  fliips  of  tlic  line,  by  which  the  people  were  iuiku£led  to  cut 
doWoaiul  how  out  in  the  rough,  the  fe vera)  par.t^,  which  were 
afterwards  Rmihedand  put  together  ip« die 4od&-y«fds,  fo^thfit  ^ 
in  the  courfc  of  a  very  little  timethey  would  be  abk. to launch 
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Axtj  new  fliips.  Thefc,  tKey  were  aware,  being  made  of  un*- 
fcaloTied  timber,  would  not  laft  loag,  but  the  number,  not 
the  durability,  was  their  prefcnt  objcft*  Thinking,  tHercfofd, 
that  every  pofliblc  effort  ought  tb  be  made  in  the  naval  depart- 
ment of  this  country,  he  (hould  vote  for  100,000  feamen,  93 
he  would  have  voted  with  greater  pleafure  for  150,000.  Mo* 
ney  laid  out  on  oup  navy,  Mr.  Lambton  faid,  would  be  much 
better  employed  than  money  given  to  the  Emperor,  perhaps  to 
betray  us.  The  late  Fir  ft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  knew,  from 
private  acquaintance,  to  be  not  only  an  amiable  but  an  abte  ' 
man.  If  delays  in  the  fervice  had  occurred,  hcwasperfuad-* 
«d  they  were  not  owing  to  the  Noble  Lord.  But  he  knew 
him  alfo  to  be  a  very  diffident  man,  and  thought  he  had  wifliecl 
to  retire  from  his  fituation,  not  becaufe  he  dreaded  inquiry, 
but  becaufe  he  undeHlood  that  the  Public  was  diflatisfied. 
This  teftimonyhe  was  happy  to  bear  him; 

ji  Member  recommended  a  College,  with  a  Board,  &c.  iqt 
the  improvement  of  naval  architedure.  It  was  thus,  he  ob- 
ferved,  the  Romans  acquired  a  maritime,  a6  well  as  a  military 
reputation.  By  what  he  underftood,  when  on  board  the 
French  capture's  at  Spithead,  from  fome  experienced  officers 
there^  they  had  a  greater  breadth  of  beam,  and  were  cofife* 
quently  better  enabled  to  fupport  a  greater  ftrefs  of  faiL  Oiif 
upper  decks  fafi  home,  as  the  technical  phrafe  is,  with  a  great 
prefs  of  fail,  for  w^int  of  this  breadth  or  beam.  There  was  i 
ihip  building  at  Chatham,  in  whieh  it  was  ext)e£ied  this  de- 
feA  would  be  remedied.  Still,  however,  he  wifhed,  as  the 
Parliament  had  inftitvted  a^  Board  of  Agriculture,  they  would 
alfo  inftitute  one  of  Naval  Architeflure. 
.  Admiral  Gardner  tziAi  that  from  the  ift  of  January  1794^ 
to  the  ill  df  January  1.795,  '^^  convoys  had  been  applied 
for  and  granted.  In  this  fervice,  146  fhips  of  war  were  cm-» 
ployed,  befules  16  conftantly  on  duty  for  the  protection  of  the 
coafting  trade. 

Mr,  Torh  faid,  he  (hould  make  no  obfcrvations  on  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Admiralty,  till  further  inquiry  (liouW  be  made  into 
it.  The  protedion  granted  to  our  trade  had  undoubtedly 
fallen  fhort  of  expe^ation  ;  but  whether  or  not  that  was 
owing  to  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  did  not  pre* 
tend  to  decide.*  Many  of  the  captures,  he  beliercd,  had  fcen 
owing  to  the  captains  of  merchant-fhips  failing  without  con*- 
voy,  or  being  inattentire  to  the  dirc£Kons  of  the  convoy  when 
they  failed  with  it.  On  this  fubjedl  he  thought  an  AS  of  Par- 
liament ought  to  be  paiTed. 

Mr,  Shet'tdan  faid,  in  anfwer  to  aqueftion  a(ked  in  the  courfe 
of  the  converfation,  that  the  mark  of  dtiTatisfa^ioa  with  the 
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couiii€totthe  late  Firil  Lord  of  the  Adoiirahj  he  attvded  tiH 
«raS|  fait  not  being  ia?itcd  to  the  dinner  given  by  the  American 
meicbants  to  Mr.  Jay ^  tlie  Minifter  Pknipocencbrj  (torn  the 
tTntted  Spates. 

iir  Johm  Suulair  faid,  the  difcafllon  woidd  be  produdime  ef 
much  goody  and  b^n  exf)latning,  under  five  beads,  a  pbtt 
for  givijig  ircater  cracieucy  to  the  navy. 

Mr*  Rme  (aid  alfoythat  the  difcuflkm  would  do  mncb  good, 
and  added,  that  he  had  fovnid  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
flairalty  exceediii^y  attentive  to  all  the  applicatioat  he  hidl 
flude  tohioi. 

The  queftion  on  the  refolution  was  put  and  canriedt  aad  ifce 
fcport  evdered  to  be  received  foHmorrow. 

The  Houfe  then  went  ioto  a  Committee  of  Waya  and  Memnt. 
The  Land  and  Malt  taxes  were  voted,  and  the  repoit  ofdeved 
to  be  received  to-morfow* 

Adjourned  at  eight  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thuii6Dat»  Jan*  S. 

The  vsBort  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  by  which  one 
kuodred  thoufiind  men  are  voted  for  the  iea  fervice  for  thif^ 
teeo  montbsi  at  five  pounda  per  man  per  mdHh,  te.  being 
bmughtvp. 

1m  refolution  was  read  a  firft  and  feoood  time,  and  agieed 
ao  fiM$*  cpn*  

The  report  of  tlie  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
«nd  Means,  bv  which  the  ufual  vote  on  Land  and  Malt  was 
failed,  being  brought  up,  read,  and  agreed  to^  Silk  were  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  it. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jan.  p. 
Lord  Vifamtit  Stopfird  reported  that  his  Majefty  had  given 
diiediom  that  there  belaid  before  theHouft,  the  various  do- 
cuments fpccificd  in  the  Addrcfles  of  Wcdneftlay, 
'    The  Land  and  Malt  duty  Bills  were  read  a  tirll  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  R>ife  obfervcd,  that  with  regard  to  the  Land  Tax  Bill, 
It  containcrd  nn  exception  in  favour  of  thafe  officers  of  the 
nayy, .  aoil  of  .the  widows  of  fuch  officers  to  whom  his 
Majefty  had  been  plcafcd  to  grant  penfions  :  The  amount  of 
the  fum  to  be  thus  allowvcd  to  them  was  ten  or  twelve  hun- 
dred 


dred  pounds  a  year  ;  and  a  lift  of  tKe  names  would  appear>^ 
with  the  fums,  in  lint  papevs  oo  the  tabk; 

Mr.  Rofe  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  aa 
mccount  of  the  nett  produce  of  all  the  taxes  ending  on  the  5th 
of  JsuHiary  t79i5.*-OrdeT€d, 

The  Committees  of  Supply,  and  Ways  and  Mcans^  were  diP» 
ffined  00  Monday  aestt }  to  wha^h  da^  the  Houfe  a^^RMmd 
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Read  a  feccnd  tim«^  the  Land  and  Malt  duty  BiUs>  an4  oe^ 
doied  tlBRii  t#be  conunitced  to»monrow.. 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  Attorney  General  gave  notice,  that,  on  Thurfday  next, 
he  ikould  more  for  kave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  the  A& 
e£  the  laft  fcfliea  of  VxihrnsfB^  to  empower  hj«i  Msndty  to 
feciite  and  ^taia.  fmck  pcifena  as  he  (hail  fiUpe&  t*  be  cen* 
fpirinf  againft  lus  perfoa  aad  government ;  thoA  iti  t»Miicmr 
the  iWprafiett.  of  the  HaUop  CMffms  AA. 
.  The  Committees  of  Supply*  attd  Way*  and  Mcaaa^  wtM 
defencd  toThurfday. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Jan.  13. 

The  order  of  the  dap  £or  their  LosdAups  ta  take  inta  ftur- 
dier  coniideradon  the  proceediAgs  ou  me  tnal  of  WaneQi 
Haflings  being  read, 

7he  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  Wodfack,  and  lamented  tfiat  a 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  (LordT&vriow),  of  \riui&  afllftance 
the  Houfe  muftgenerallf  wiA  o^hwe  thcadvMUafey  in  re%«A 
to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  was  unfortunately  prevented  by 
indilpofition.  from  attending  in  hi»  place.-  In  ^  few  days^  he 
trufted,  the  Noblfs  and  Learned  Lordmi^  be  enabled  to  bc 
prefeat  \  and,  aa  it  would  be  right,  in  a  matter  of  £6  muidi 
momentt  to.  profit  by  the  wiiciom  of  their  aacnftoMt  t»  lofeap 
time  he  {boutd  move,,  chat  a  Committee  be  sypointed  to  (earcb 
for  precedents  of  the  proceedings  that  had  heretofose  been 
held  in  cafes  of  impeachment  by  Uie  Commons,  between  thi 
dofing  of  the  evidence  and  the  delivering  judgment* 

HisLordfhip  moved  accordingly;  and  that  the  fiud  Com* 
mittee  do  meet  the  next  day. 

The  Konft  then  adjourned  to  Thurfday; 

LU  HOUSE 


\ 
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hft  G^Sm^f  J^„  T  •  '^  praying  agakift  the  declfion  of  the 
laft  Commrttw  on  the  nght  of  ekaion  for  the  city  of  Weft 

.^''•^P'f^''^<^<i^*iatci  the  Honfe,  that  he  had  receive! 

rfAe  ft.*  "3^%''r'''7'"  of  the  ™oftHo„ouiw?S;j?; 
of  the  Bath,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the  thanb  of 
Ais  Houfe,  figmfied  to  htm  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obeS*  Z 

^Ua^eT    •  "^  "^^  '°*  ''^  °'  ^^y'  '"'''"  '^fSEra  S 

'      ..  ,1  ^'f '^  Martimn,  Ntv.  t6ii,  jj^. 

•«  By  the  <^  Charlotte  packet.  wmwtA  thi.  day.  1  «t«,ed  the  hoaL 
«f  ^urleteerof  .he  ..ft  of  May  laft.  with  d.e  .ce.  oJd«ok.  3L"S2 

«  We  feel  th..  flattenng  teftioK^kl  of  the  public  .ppL«i«i  rf  o»r 
«^««.  .»d  the  pel.,,  .em..  of  y«.r  letter.  Sir.  by  which  it  i.  communi- 
e««d,  at  the  moft  eminent  fevour.  and  an  thereby  impreftd  with  ih. 
wanneft  and  moft  lively  fenfe  rf  giatitude. 

"  I  hare  the  honour  U,  be,  with  the  gi^ttft  tth>&. 
"  SIR,  "^ 

•<  Your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  Serranf, 
"  CHARLES  GREY.- 

«y.5.A«.tefro«Mr.Ki„g.Depaty  Secretary  of  8«,e.  acquaint,  me. 
that  your  letter,  with  thofe  refolution.,  had  been  fo  long  detained  there  in 
the  expeflation  of  my  arrival  in  England. 

The  Right  H«n.  H.  Addington, 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commona,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Speaiei-Mo  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  recciT- 

JTj       r  .u    J  u   •t'l".?  *^."'8'''  ''^'^^  "^oft  Honourable 
C^der  of  the  Bath,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the  thanks     • 
of  this  Houfe,  figmfied  to  htm  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience 
to  Aeir  commands  of  the  aoth  day  of  May,  in  the  Jalt  feffion 
of  rariiament.  •       - 

••  SIR, 
•«  On  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  packet.  I  am  thi.  day  honoured 
w.lh  your  letter,  dated  the  ., ft  of  May.  n^fmitting  the  refohitior.  <rf 
tte  Houfc  pf  Common.,  fo  flattering  to  myfd/,  and  to  the  officer.,  feamen. 
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and  mariiKSy  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  command' during  the  lateoperetiont 
in  thefe  Teas.  I  (hall  lofe  no  time  in  communicating  them  to  Rear  Ad* 
mlral  Thompfon,  and  to  the  captains,  of5cer$i  ieamen,  and  marines,  who 
remain  on  the  Leeward  Ifland  ftation.  '' 

"**  No  language  I  am  mafter  of  can  expreft  ray  gratitude  upon  this  oc- 
casion ;  and  I  requeft  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  conrey  the  fame  to  the 
Hoiife  in  the  fuUeil  manner. 

*«  The  yery  elegant  terms  in  which  you,  Sir,  have  been  pleafcd  to  com- 
municate thefe  refolutions  claim  my  warmeft  thanks  i  and  I  have  the  honoQr 
>  to  be  with  thegreateft  refpeA, 

"  SIR, 
•  ••  Your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  Servant, 
'    Boyne,  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  «<  J.  JERVIS." 

16th  November  1794. 

The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Addington,  &c.  &c.  &c  •. 


*  The  following  U  the  Letter  of  Lord  Hpod,  announced  by  the  Speaker 
on  the  31ft  of  Dc^cember  17949  to  have  been  received  by  him  from 
his  Lordmipy  which  we  accidentally  omitted' to  iniert  in  its  place. 

«*  SIR,  FiSoryy  off  Calm,  July  3©f5, 1794, 

•*  I  have  this  day  received  the  very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the  honour 
fo  write  roe  on  the  sift  of  laft  month,  with  two  relblutions  of  the  Houfe  4if 
Commons. 

«  I  am  moft  truly  feniible,  Sir,  of  the  very  high  and  diftinguiflied  honour 
the  Houfe  has  done  me  in  thinking  me  deferving  of  its  thanks  ;  and  ihall 
not  fail  to  make  known  to  the  feveral  officers,  Teamen,  marines*  and-foldiert, 
the  Tecond  relblution  of  the  Houfe,  expreffive  of  acknowledgment  and  ap« 
probation  of  their  fpirited  and  meritorious  exertions. 

<<  In  doing  my  utmoft  upon  all  occafions  againft  the  common  enemy,  X 
did  no  more  than  I  ought  \  aU  I  have  to  boaft  is,  being  fortunate  in  the  op- 
portunities I  have  had  of  proving  my  inclination  todiicharge  my  duty,  as  a 
faithful  fervant  to  my  King  and  Country  $  and  that,  whenever  I  have  beea 
at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  his  Majefty^s  fleet,  I  never  experienced  any 
other  contention  amongft  the  admirals,  captains,  of&ccrs,  and  men»  than 
who  fliould  be  moft  forward  in  fulfilling  my  wifhes :  This,  Sir,  I  am,  and 
ever  Oiall  be  proud  of.  But  whilft  the  Reprefentatives  of  Great  Britain  in  ^ 
Parliament  are  fo  ready,  not  only  to  accept,  hut  dtftinguifli  by  reward, 
honeft  endeavours,  as  fubftantial  fervices,  the  nation  will  never  want  able 
and  zeakMis  officers. 

"  To  you.  Sir,  I  feci  infinitely  indebted  for  the  very  polite  and  obliging 
^  manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  me  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
monsT  fo  highly  honourable  to  me,  for  which,  to  ihe  Houfe  as  well  at  you. 
Sir,  my  gratitude  can  ceafe  only  with  my  life. 

'<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  pureft  fentimsnts  of  refpe^and  efteem« 
•«  SIR,     "^  • 
'<  Your  moft  faithful  and  obliged  humble  Servant, 

«  HOOD.  • 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Addington, 
Speaktr  of  the  Houft  of  Commons, 


The 


.  Tbe  Malt  Umtj  Bill  pafiM  the  Coaimttce,  aad  die  Jtfmtt 
was  otdereil  to  be  rccciycil  to-merrov. 
The  Land  Tax  KU  beifig  m  a  Committee, 
Mr.  Rofe  prefented  a  claufe  ia  favour  of  ofieecs  and  their 
wbws,  iriw  receive  penfions,  &&  which,  after  a  ftort  con^, 
Terfatioa  between  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  Alderman  CnrtMi  wna 
received.  The  Bill  then  pafied  the  CommkteCy'and  tbeR«» 
post  was  ordered  to  be  received  (o*Biorrow. 
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Wednesday,  Jan,  14. 

The  Malt  Duty  Bill  was  reported,  ordered  to  be  engrofled^ 
and  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  if  then  engrofled. 

On  reading  the  claufe  in  favour  of  officers  and  their  widows^ 
in  the  Land  Tax  Bill,  a  (bort  converfation  took  piace  between 
Mr..  Aldeman  Curtis,  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon^  and  Mr. 
Rofe.  The  worthy  Manftrates  dated,  that  their  eenflimemsy 
the  iahahiraitfs  of  the  Tower  diftrid,  would  be  taxed  about 
5>ool.  a  )rear  more  than  they  foranerly  wete^  ihey  approved  •f 
the  principle  of  the  claufe,  provided  it  vi^s  borne  by  the  Pubfio 
at  large. 

Mr.  Sofe  obfcrvcd,  that  if  the  claufe  were  to  be  aban- 
doaed*  .  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tower  diftriA  would  not 
be  in  the  leaft  benefited,  for  that  thedaty  on  peofiena  b)»  way  of 
l^nd-tax  was  payable  at  the  place  where  the  penfions  were  to% 
ht  received,  which  was  not  now  in  the  diftrift  of  iRe  Tower, 
but  at  Somerfet  Houfe^  in  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafler.  This 
coavez£ttion  ended  in  an  underftandang,  that  Mr.  Rofe  OssaXL 
concur,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  in  fome  meafure  thatmayr 
be  brought  forward  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tower  diftrifl  next  year. 

The;  Bill,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrofied,  and  to  be  vead  a 
diird  tinse  to»mojnpofiir,  if  then  engrofled* 

The  Secretary  ai  War  brought  up  an  account  of  foteigti 
troof  s  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for  the  laft  year.-^Cfiv 
dered  to  be  laid  oa  the  table. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  anA  Ways  and.  Means  were  da« 
knM  to  Friday. 

i(Ldjournad. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  ^tf«.  15. 

Mr^Serjeant  Adair  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  the  Borongk 
«f  M;^Fton,  in  the  county  of  York,  In  the  room  of  Richard 
Bvrke,  Efiq,  dcccafed.— Ordered. 

Another  new  writ  was  ordered  for  a  Commiflioner  for 
Kirkcudbright,  in  the  room  of  Major  General  Stewarti 
deceafed. 

Mr,  Hujfey  faid,  as  he  faw  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  his  place,  who  had,  during  the  laft  feflion,chaI1enged  the  at* 
mention  and  inveftigation  o?  the  Houfe  to  every  proceeding 
which  related  to  puMic  money  \  as  Mr.  HufTcy  was  abfent  on 
m  former  occafion,  he  was  anxious  to  put  a  queflion  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  in  regard  to  the  Imperial  loan.  He  faid  he 
Jioped  before  the  Budget  was  open,  that  the  Houfe  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  giving  the  fubjeft  of  the  Imj^rial  loan  a  dif- 
ixnCt  difcuffton,  as  it  was  of  great  importance  to  the  Public  to 
know  on  what  grounds  we  guaranteed  the  payment,  ^nd 
whether  it  was  in  confequcncc  of  our  confidering  the  Emperor 
in  the  chara£ler  of  an  ally.  For  thefe  reafons  he  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  name  fome  day  for  the 
difcuffion  of  that  tranfaQion,  before  the  Budget  was  brought 
forward. 

^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber mi^ht  perhaps  not  have  been  in  the  Houfe  when  he  had 
faid  a  few  words  on  a  former  night  on  that  fubne£^.  He  had 
then  dated,  that  the  Imperial  loan  and  the  budget  were  fo 
blended,  that  he  could  hardly  feparate  them  in  what  he  fhould 
have  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  thought  of  the  matter 
a  good  deal  fince.  He  had  as  great  a  defire  as  any  other 
Member  of  the  Houfe  could  have,  that  the  fubjeft  fhould  be 
fully  dlfcufled  j  and  he  hoped  an  opportunity  would  offer  for 
that  purpofe.  He  wlfltcd  the  qur.flion,  wlicthcr  it  was  proper,- 
under  all  theprcfent  circuni (lances, the  propofed  pecuniary  aid. 
from  this  country  iliould  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  for  his 
military  afliftance  in  the  courfe  of  the  common  caufe,  (hould 
be  fully  dlfcufled.  He  therefore  thought  that  he  fhould  have 
It  in  command  to  convey  to  that  Houfe  a  mdTagc  from  his. 
Majefty,  in  which  foraething  of  that  kind  would  be  laid  btf* 
fore  them*,  this  he  believed  would  take  place  in  the  courfe  of 
the  next  week,  and' he  intended,  when  he  came  down  that  day» 
to  give  notice  that  fomething  of  that  nature  would  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuITion  early  in  the  en* 
fuing  week,  and  tliat  confequently  he  fhould  be  under  the  nc- 

ceflity 
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c^^ity  pf  poftponing  the  op.cnin||  of  the  Budget  for.  two  or 
three  days  beyond  the  time  at  which  the  notice  now  ftobd.  \ 

Afr.  HuJfj  faltlj  he  wifticd  it  to  be  undcrftood,  that  he'  faid 
hothing  abou^  die  propricty*6f  giving  the  Emperor  the  pro- 
pofcd  afliftanc^  y  uie  point  he  wanted  to  have  afcertained 
wa^j  whether  or  not  the  Emperor  had  been  over-reached  in 
tlic'Ioanhe  had  made  ?  Ife  did  not  me;;n  to  difpute  the  pror 
priety  of  giving  fipport  to  the  Emperor }  but  if  we  di3 
m.eaii  H>  alHIl  biro,  it  Oiould  be  done  fairly  aiid  effedually:  He 
Vifticd  therefore  to  inforce  the  neceflity  of  having  the  tmtltr 
fuHy  inveftlgatcd.  *    ^^ 

The  Choiuellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  would  be  open  tb  tjc 
Hon.  Member  to  bviug  forward  any  propofition,  when  the  ful^r 
jefl  flioulJ  come  before  thelloufei  but  he  owned,  thaf  he  ha4 
Jor  fome  time  felt  a  dilTiculty  in  (tating  tlie  matter  Teparatety 
'and  diftinft  from  the  Budget,  and  that  arofe  out  of  the  nature 
of  what  he  thought  was  neceffary  to  be  propofed}  howexa^ 
he  wiflied  for  the  moft  ample  difcuflion  of  the  fubjeA.,       -    , 

HABEAS  corpus/ 
'  ^^  Attorney  (Senfral  To(t  in  confequence  bfa  notice  he  htl 
#{veii,  tliat  he  (bould  have  the  honour  of  fuboaittitig  td^tfit 
Houfe  a  rtotion  for  leave  h>  bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  tht 
provifion  of  a  BUI  pafTed  in  the  lall  feffion  of  Parliaml^nt,  tb 
empoviref  Itig  M&jeily  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfofi»iis  ht 
•ftioald  fufpe^  to  be  confpiring'againft  his  perfon  and  goterti- 
Tnent.     He  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  have  the  indulgence  tb 
hear  binfi  while  he  delivered  a  few  words  upon  t)iat  fubjed. 
We  happened  to  be  abfent  on  the  firft  night  of  the  feffion ; 
had  he  been  preft:nt  it  would  have  been  part  of  hi$  duty  to 
fuhmtttothe  Houfe  fomc  obfervations  on  |he  lat^.ttiaU.  anB 
alto  em  what  foil  from  many  Members  that  nighf,  and  hb  f<5k 
fomc  difappointmenf  that  the  obforvationg  which  fell  from 
many  on  the  rubfecjucnt  debate  on  that  fubjc£l| '  w«re  f«ieh'  Vs 
preclutted  him  from  itaiing  what  his  duty,  in  his.  view  iof  if, 
'cvlk'd  upcm  him  to*  ftare,  and  therefore  he  gave  notice  of  the 
^motion  with  which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  concluding. 
He  did  not  expeft  the  Houfe  would  be  very  full  that  intght, 
•and  a$  he  thought  thacUrong  objeflions  might  ftill  &e  omred 
to  the^meafure  on  the  pitvt  of  thofc  who  had  oppofed  it  for- 
merly, he  thought  that  fome  future  day  would  be  appointed 
for  tht  dilcuiUon  of  it-,  bat  rfter  what  had  paflcd  this  fcflion, 
*))ei)oped  they  would  give  him  lea^^o  bring  in  the  Bill,  and 
•ho  would  Itate  the  grou;id  on  which  he  hrought  it  forwanly-at 
•Varg'Cy  on*  ahothor  occalion;  the  whole  of  tb^  difcuffionfile 
f  ibuld  liefer  to^that  ffiti^rc  period..;  ^hfa^fhat.utiderlUndiag, 

•    -  -  wi    .' .  ^  he 
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ke  tnifted  there  ircMiTd  not  be  any  objcdion  to  ffivin^  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Bill  without  further  argiunent,  as  he  wiihed  the 
fobjc^l  to  be  dtfcuflcd  in  a  full  Houfie.  He  moved,  that  the 
tide  of  the  A€t  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament>  which  enabled 
his  Majefty  to  fecure  fuch  perfons  as  he  {hall  fufpe^i)  &c.  be 
read ;  which  being  done,  he  moved,  '*  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  the  provifions  of  the  faid  Adt  for  a 
cfaae  to  be  limited." 

Jifr.  Sheridan  faid,  it  vvas  in  one  thing  only  he  could  agree 
with  the'  Learned  Gentleman,  whofe  motion  bad  been  juft 
teadf  namely,  **  That,  to  proceed  in  the  difcuiEon  of  fuch  a 
lli^jed,  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  would  be  improper ;"  for  no  per« 
Ion  could  have  imagined  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  have  been 
brought  forward  at  all,7nttch  lefs  debated,  when  the  number  of 
Members  vtras  barely  ffifficient  to  form  a  Houfe.  As  the  call 
of  the  Houfe  was  fo  near,  he,  for  his  own  part,  doubted  whe* 
llier  it  would  not  be  as  good  a  oourfe  as  any  he  could  take,  to 
fttfler  this  motion  ^o  pau,  and  to  referve  oppofition  to  the  day 
iDf  the  difcuffion.  There  was  one  thing  however  to  be  ob* 
ferved  from  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe,  and  which  appeared  ta 
iuin  to  be  a  good  omen :— 'It  proved,  that  the  Houfe  in  general 
did  not  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  any  plots  or  confpiracies,  oft 
the  foundation  of  which  the  Hmkof  CarfHf  A&  was  fufpended  $ 
(o  little  <tid  they  think  fo,  that  they  had  not  even  the  curiofity 
to  come  and  hear  the  L^rnied  Gentleman  open  the  merits  of 
Us  cafe«  He  therefore  took  4t  for  mnted,  tbit  he  ihould  not 
liear  of  any  new  plots,  or  new  conU»iracies,  or  new  difcoveriee 
•of  treafonabk  practices ;  fince  ki  the  threatened  Speech  of  the 
Attorney  General,  there  was  not  one  word  of  frefli  informal- 
lion  :  It  wasevident  he  intended  to  make  out  his  cafe  out  of  the 
*£0od  old  plot.  He  muft  however  fay,  as  nothing  new  had  been 
^vanced  on  die  fubjeA,  he  could  not  expe A  but  that  all  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  former  Bill  would  be  a£ainft  this  motion  ( 
and  if  he  did  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  queftion, 
«vcn  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs^  it  was  becaufe  he  did  not 
wifli  to«zpofe  to  the  Public  die  miferable  attendance  manifeftF 
cd  on  an  occafion  of  fuch  extreme  importance* 

The  Attorney  General  hid  a  few  words  in  reply,  the  tendency 
t>f  which  vrere,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  forward  any  new 
grounds  of  confpiracy  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

£4rd  William  RuJelfziAy  that  on  the  renewal  of  a  meafuve 
ftfcb  as  this,  which  deprived  the  people  of  this  country  of  fuok 
^fential  rights,  heexpeOed  to  hear  a -cafe  made  out  tnat  called 
&f  fooK  rigour.  When  the  people  of  Enj^d  were  to  be 
told  they  were  to  give  1^  their  libeityi  fome  reafon  Ihould  be 
.  VoL«  L  M  m  affigned 


ifl^ditiortfertoiiardiark  was'the  efled  of  tbe'iMft  toH  - 
Aa^diit'daii^rt  tad  «rofe  from  incTttiiUe  neceffity. 
\  Mr*  JLiMidn  co^fcffiMl,  that  on  a  matter  of  fo  much  ifl^ 
Mnatioe  as  the  piefco^he  ex]ie£ledtaliiear  fome  reafon  affigiH 
M  Mir  thet4ti«aff live  piopofed.  He  eouki  aaver  con&iitto^b^ 
Urivtng  Eog^ffbmeiKif  rigkta  la  dear  tothem^  on  groiiadalb 
tfquiiFocal  aa  thofe  on  wkkh  the  Hainai  Corpus  ACH  had  bcea 
ft^fpended  laft  jtwc%  he  expeAed  to  hear  of  Jbme  new  ploia 
andrcoiifpiradesy  tnit  to  find  tfafefaroc' attempt  made  jupon  the 
eM  excufereally  aftoniflied  him;  aod  ftiU  the  more  when. he 
refleded  oO  the  late  trials^  and  the  evidence  given  on  diepart 
of  the  'Crowti,  w^  well  as  vartona  other  eoaimftances  whidi 
were  freih  in  the  recolleAion  of  them  ail :  He  would  repeal^ 
time  in  f^icb  a  cafe- aa  the  p^ftpt^  he  was  aftoniifaed  that  ao 
attempt  fbould  be  made  to  fvfpead  the  provifions  ofast  A£b  ib 
dear  to  En^finxieo.  '  '- 

7j&r  Solwitor  Gmmil  Taid,  that  as  the  Houfe  had  abread^ 
tlctcvminedthjit  theoriginal  ground  was  fafficient  forfufpend*' 
ing  the  .HbMr/  Corf  as  A&,  he  conceived  that  to  aiBgn  any  sew 
grottttd  was  perfe&}y  unneceOary* 

\  .Mfh  Fronds  faid,.  that  if  the  ground  on  Ivhich  the  lUktat 
finrpus  hik  had  been  (ufpendcd  Jaft  year  was  fuffioent^^.  very  ^ 
new  ground  had  appeared  frnct^  not  (or  contimisng  the  fufpca^ 
ficH),  out  for  lemoving  it,  Thia  new  ground  arofe  out  of  the 
late  trials  (  out  of  the  cafes  of  thofe  who  had  been  treated  aa 
crimin|ds«  and  hadfuifered  longv  arbitrary,  and  harfli  confine* 
anent.  Theie  perfcms  had  been  tried  and  acquitted ;  and  wbat» 
€ver  fome  pe^fons  might  fay,  he  would  venture  to  aflert^  that 
liy  their  acquittal  a  negative  was  put  to'  all  ideas  of  plots,  on 
«^ich  the  A£k  of  Parliament  had  -been  firfpended*  And  now 
«o  attempt  was  made  to  Jccep  on  the  fame  rellrainti  as  diat  i» 
which  we  had  been  before  fubjeAed^  and  io  leave  die  libertiea 
of  all  at  the  will  of  the  Crown,  where^he  would  aik,was  the 
SMSWconf piracy?  or  who  were  the  new  coftfpirators  ?  He 
would  -maintain  tt,  there « vras  not  the  (hadow  of  a  jufttfication 
focpxeparingto^offisrthisinfult  to  the  honour  of  rhe.cottntry» 
a  thiag  which  ntinifters  had  often  done,  and  which  they  weve 
ateing'again  in  this  inftancc* 

\  Mr.  Aufiiutbir  faid>  that  as  it  vras  underftood  that  the  fi^^* 
je&  was  not  to  be  difcuied  then,  he  would  not  have  fpoked, 
iiad  it  not  been  for  an  expreffion  which  fell  from  the  Ht>n.  Gen* 
pieman  whe^.lpoke  laft,  viz,  arbUrary  pum/bmem.  He  detuisK 
then&  having  been  any  arbitrary  or  harfh  confinement  irt^tfae 
tcafea  of<th«  perfons  who  had  be^  tried  for  high  treafon ;  tbqf 
4!ad:nbt).he  laid,  been  confined  one  hour  Jonger  than  by  la# 
r  '•    ^  -    ^  *     .  ■  ^-    -xk^f 

5 


J**-'«9C     ^AOQDPjna/S  MUMICBVTAltY  MffOM^  air 

they  nmft  havt  beeii,  if  the  -AA  Utiht  iu(|alenfl0^^o(^fh^ 
Haifeas  Corpus  ibi  never  paffed*  Thef€«pei<»n9  J^adno figbt 
to  complain,  any  of  them;  for  the  Gff«iM' Jory^hAA  Ibewiii;  by 
fading  the  bill|  dut  they  weit  of  opittien^  th^t  ^ene  wat.pfiQ* 
In^le  cattfe  for  fvppofiog  tbey  were  gvilry.  £hcy  had  filtered 
nib  paiHflmient  at  aU>  and  thdy  had  Tuft  red  no  confinement  t^ 
«iuch  they  were  not  liable  in  the  due  courfcrbf  la\t.  With 
fri|ic£i  to  any  new  circumftancea  in  the  cafe  of  a.  coo^Tacyt 
dbat  was  not  the  day  on  which  that  topic  was  to  be  difbi^d.  > 
'  Mr^  Frmncu  faid  in  explanation^  that  he  eonfidered  the  c^es 
of  die  perfons  aeqoittedi  as.  very  hsrd  cafes  $  .he  meant  to  £iy^ 
dbey  had  foftained  unjoft  penaities.  Gentlesien,  on  theother 
fide,;  faid)  that  imprifonment,  fnch  as  tfaefe  perfons  fufferedy  was 
no  puniffament  at  all.  He  tmfted  in  God  a  day^  would  como 
when  they  themCUyes  would  know  ^at  it  was.      ^^ 

Mr.  Grey  fupported  tfa^e  proprfety  Of  the  obfenratiotis  of  Mr» 
Prandis,  on  the  hardfliips  of  the  peifons  who  had  been  triedfor 
high.trcafon.  He  doubted  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  of  n 
I:ieamed  (i^entleman(Mr«  Anftruther)9  that  the  perfons  actuiied 
had  fuflFered  no  more  than  if  the  A£^for  f4ifjpending  the  JiUm» 
Carpus  had  never  palfed  i  he  underftood^  on  the  concrar]rv  Uiat 
if  that  A£k  had  not  paffed,  they  wcmid  haTe  been  entitled  to 
their  triate  at  the  next  affiles.  Hewereri  t«ied  atlaft  they 
werei  and  honourably  to  themfdves»  and  happily  for  this 
coumryi  they  were  ac<fuitted.  He  thought  it  fomethtng  oou* 
nous,  that  the  further  fufpenfion  of  tkc  Habeas  Corpus  A£b  ^kraa 
to  be  fo  much  a  matter  ot  eourfe  in  that  Houfe»  that  they  weve 
not  even  to  hare  a  full  attendance  on  it*.  He  *pced  with 
Aok  who  thought  that  ftrong  grounds  of  necc&ty  indeed 
fiiould  be  laid)  before  Engliflimcn  (hould  lotb  the  dearcft  rigltts; 
tiiey  ever  .enjoyed*-  This  was  a  «afe  of-  too-  imparU|tt«  a 
nature  to  be  pa^d  by  in  any  ftage  of  it^-  and  therefore  he  maft 
perfift  in  taking  the  lenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it*  x 

Mr,  Serjeant  Watfin  explained  the  operation  of  iaWvtotsafir 
^f  high^trcfifon)  to  be,  that  if  any  perfon  acpifed  of  that. crime 
be  not  brought  to  his  trial  at  the  fecond  afliass,  be  flndl  be  diil 
icharged ;  and)  thejre&re,  he  maintained^  that  fil^  nerfims  wiv»ft 
cafes  had  been  taken  notice  of  that  evening,  had  been  tried  as 
early  as  by  law-  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  be  tried,  iff 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  had  not  been  fiifpended*  "  v 

.  Mr.  Whitbrcad  alC>  thought  it  nece&ry  that  the  fenfeof^e 
Houfe  (hould  be  taken  on  that  occafion  ;  the  fituation  of  th^ 
cafe  itfelf)  in  his  mind)  abfolutely  required  it.  If  he  had-iip^ 
Moved  laft  year  of  the  ground  on  which  the  Habeas  (Urpus  A€t 
^d  bi^9  fufpendedy  the  only  queftton  would  theii  bcj  whether 
thii  fame  ground  remained,  fo  that  the  fuipenfion  ought  to  be 
M  m  2  continued  j 


continued ;  and  even:'  uMh  dut  way  ^  IHttfilig  the  «M(tioiv 
hefiOUDd  himfeif  ix>ttnd  to>ote  aj^inft  the  nMwife  m  ^gkaK- 
tion^  for  the  very. groand  on  which  the  wbok  was  founded 
had  been  entiftly  taken  away.  But  ju^Uigt  as  he  did,  Aat 
there  never  was  a  ground  for  the  fufpenSon^  he  had  an  add^ 
tional  reafon  for  roting  agaioft  the  mrafure.  It  had  bee'flL 
aBerted,  that  not  oncperfon  had  been  detained  in  priCon  foe 
pnc  hour  }oneerthan  if  the  A&  ef  fnfpenfion  had  not  pafed 
into  a  law:  Ihat  was  another  reikfon'  for  his  being  of  opiiiio» 
that  theft:  exifted  no  jutt  caufe  for  fufjpendiHg  the  /sMmr 
Corpus  Afk ;  for  if  the  very  perions  alleged  to  be  the  moil  fos*, 
ward  in  the  confpiracyy  on  account  of  which  the  hfk  of  Pariv^ 
lAent  was  pafied,  were  no  longer  detained  in  piifon*  than  ifthe 
A€i  had  never  been  paflcd^  ic  was  pretty  clear  it  was  annecef* 
fary  to  pafs  it ;  of  the  truth  of  dtts>  minifters  fcented  themfelvea 
to  beaware«  for  the  laft  perfon  to  have  been  tried,  had  a  few 
days  ago  been  liberated  \  be  alluded  to  fht  cafe  of  Mr* 
Martin. 

Mr.  Afi/lrittb^ryn»fgomg  to  proceed,  but  he  was  c^led  to 
order  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Houfe  dividedt 

Farihemoikn  »  *  '7'  * 

Agamjtii  •  '         -  !•         13 

Miiiij9rtiy  1*  j[8^ 

Adjourned. 

BOUSE  OF  LORDS.  , 

FmioAT,y«ii.  16. 

The  Land  and  Malt*tax  Bills  were  r^ad  a  feoood  time^  and 
comoiitted  for  to^iaorrow.^— Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Fri]>aTs  Jm.  16. 

TU  Smrtmj  &i  JVar(Ms.  Windham)  faid,  as  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  War  Depannent  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  unavostU 
ably  abfent^  it  mi^t  be  proper  to  put  off  the  difcuflion  of  the 
Army  £(Umates  till  a  f a&uro  day.  He  prapoled,  tberefore9.to 
move  them  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Wednefday  next. 

GiMiral  TarUtm  iaid,  that  in  the  prefent  alarming  fitnauois 
of  the  army  on  the  Coadpeot,  and  the  cxiucal  ftate  ofafivt' 
St  home,. it  would  be  a  prc^per  mark  .of  the  diligcnee  of  ^ 
Houfe  tofitncitdny,  aadoithe^tkea«tMMcmd^t  dieHon« 

uaitknm 


Gttittleiiuia  imi|lil  N^e  an  app<irfu«ky^b0fig.fofir»d'tfac 
I  JL(l\vMt$$  whicb  wottU  fo  iav  tend  to  ^uict  the  pohllei. 


.  TbeSpeahr  ft|ite4»  that  tho  dap  for  t}i«  Comoiittfc  <|f  Sap- 
^jf  in  which  the  £ftiniate»  muft  he  hrooght  forward^,  wcse 
MooJivfy  Wedi|e(da]r»  andFridajr*  He  foppofed  ths^  the  Hoiife 
at  nfing  wonM  adjottrp  .qver  Monday*  The  Hoiv  ^epaber 
was,  however,  competent  lio  rnQYCt  thoiigh  not  confiftent  wjith 
the  ufital  pra£tice>  tnat  the  Honfe  migbl  &.c  in  a  Gof^mtt(ee  of 
Si^sfdy  next  day.-rh  wa^  vnderftood  that  the  Army  £ftimatea 
(bould  be  deferred  till  Wedaefday* 

The  Sherifb  of  the  City  of  London  atunded  at  the  bnrj 
with  a  petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Cqix|-% 
mons,  ui'Common  Council  aflemblcd^  dating  that  the  ayenue» 
leading  to  Temple  Bar  were  narrow  and  incommodtotu.  The 
petition  was  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered  to  h^  refenrc4  to  n 
Selr.^  Committee. 

Mr  Sheridan  obfervcd,  that  though  the  Secretary  o/.St^to 
itat  the  War  Ucpttrtment  was  abfent»  yet  as  the  Secretary  at 
War  Wc-ts  in  his  place,  he  wiflied  to  atk  him  a  queftion.  |ie 
confiUered  that  in  the  prefent  calamitous  dtuation  of  a^^i«|  the 
Public  had  not  only  gieat  reafop,  but  a  rights  totCQpipUin  of  tho 
want  of  early  and.  authentic  intelligence,  with  rcfpe£l  to  the 
events  palTing  ia  Holland,  No  Gasctte  had  appeared  to  an- 
nounce the  particulai[^  of  what  had-  lately  happened  in  that 
quarter.  This  he  confidered  as  a  very  unpardonadile  neglcA 
with  relpe£l  to  the  Public,  Jit.  a  period  when  aflairs  woi€  fa 
alarm!  n|{  an  afpcct  and  as  it  was  fo  particularly  diftrefiipg  to 
die  individuals  who  had  relatives  with  the' army,  and  were  thut 
left  in  a  il  ite  of  the  mod  painful  anxiety  and  fufpenfe  with 

.  lefpvC^  to  their  fatCj  \    ^ 

S'/:e  ChancJicr  of  the  Excbejuir  faid,  that  Re  cOuH  Icarcely 
conceive  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  be  ferhyUs  *iii the  remark 
which  he  had  brought  forwant.  What  intercft  could  thq 
Hon.  Gentleman  poffibly  conceive  mfaliftfefs  to  have,  in  keepr 
ing  from  the  Public  the  knowledge  of  any  difafter  for  a  fpace 
of  twenty*fottr  hours,  whatever  regret  thev  might  feel  upoH 
the  occa6on  ?    The  boEkf  however,  wcis,;  that  <t^  fial^tf  h«| 

^faeen  ibme  time  in  pieparKtioa,.and  was  n«w,.he:l«li<iAMt 
printed  off;  and,  had  .the.iioii*  Ceotlemaii  aoportome*  J»o 
wottU  have  fo^lNl<theanfw9■r  ttxiiisqaeftioiit  in'««f)py-g4[|ba 
Gasette  upon  his  table;  .  ^ 

i  -4    Mr,  6hend»n  faid,  that  fas  ibuvd.  it  dtfieolt  to  aecount  how 

'  ahe  Right  Hon.  Gemfann»D>(hoiild.ODnoefve  Ura^to  be  .other* 
wnfc  ti»f»£trious  w  th&tdifdbomfuuation  of  aftu^ 
tht  eoanttyJutf  beeai  bi«B^  by  ite  fwft«ti»MBt  to.  vfe  a 
r  ..    rC  harflier. 
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karflier  term— unfortunate  Adminiftratioa  ;  a  filiation  nHiicb- 
was  becoming  every  day  more  and  more  alarming.  He  was 
equally  at  a  Tofs  to  account  what  preparation  could  be  neceflar/ 
in  order  to  lay  before  the  Public  a  fimple  narrative  of  fa£b. 
|klinifters  might  Aiake  light  of  a  delay  of  twenty  •four  houry  in 
Communicating  intelKgeoce  i  but  if  they  were  fo  negligent  of 
cfaeii'duty  to  the  Public,  yet  fttll  Tome  confideration  was  due  m 
tlie  feelings  of  thofe  individuals,  who  were  kept  upon  the  rack 
from  uncertainty^  with  refpe^l  to  the  fate  of  their  relatives  i  ahd 
to  them  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hoars  was  a  cotifideration  of  no- 
imall  confequence. 

*  The  Cbancelhr  iff  the  Esechequer  dated,  that  there  were  two 
^eAs  whioh  he  wifhed  to  bring  forHMrard  at  the  earlieft  oppor«* 
funitv.  The  one  was  the  eouGderation  of  the  Auftrian  Loan, 
whicli  he  fuppofed  he  (hould  be  authorilcd  to  bring  before  die 
Hmife,  by  a  mcifage  from  his  Majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  next 
week.  The  other  was  an  objcd,  in  which,  from  the  (enlSment» 
that  had  b^en  etprefled  from  all  quarters,  he  could  not  doubt 
of  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Houfe— 4he  confiderationf 
•f  the*moft  efficient  means  t6  be  uken  for  manning  the  navy. 
-  After  a  ^onv^f^itlon  of  conGderable  length  ami  intticacy^ 
the  arrangement  of  bufinefs  for  next  week  was  fettled  as 
follows: 

The  Houfe  to  be  ealled\>ver  on  Tuefday. 

The- Army  Eftimatet  to  be  moved  in  a  Commitcee  of  Supply 
en  WedneMay }  the  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Habear  Corpus 
Bill  to  be  debated  on  Thurfday  \  *  and  on  Friday  the  morion  of 
Mr.  Grey  (which  ftood  for  Tue(day),  with  refpe£l  to  peace 
with  the  prefent  government  of  France. 

The  ChoiUillor  tf  the  Excheiuer  ftated,  that  on  Friday  he  ex« 
pe£ted  to  be  authorifed  by  his  Majefty,  to  bring  down  the 
meflage  relative  to  the  Auftrian  loan,  which  would  of  courfe 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  the  Monday  following.  He 
fliould  likewife  -take  the  earlieft  opportunitf  of  bringing  for- 
ward his  Budget. 

The  Bill  for  renewing  an  AGt  pafled  laft  feflions,  fufpending 
Ac  Habeas  CorpuSy  &c.  was  read  a  firft  tirne^  and  ordered  to  be 
tead  a  fecond  rime  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  he  had  come  down  yefterday,  ezpe£l« 
ing  that  the  difcuflion  of  a  meafure  fo  ferious  as  the  motioa 
lor  leave  to  bring  in  this  Bill,  would  have  occupied  a  confider- 
able  time,  and  was  very  much  furprifed  to  find  chat  the  Houfe 
had  adjourned  at  an  early  hour.  He  took  therefore  this  op* 
portunity  to  ftate,  that  under,  die  prefent  circumftanoes,  be 
eonfidcred  it  .as  his  duty  to  give  bis  moft  decided  negative  to 
this  Bill  in  every  ftage  of  its,progrefs* 

A  u  ITU  AN 
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AUSTRIAK  LOAN. 

Mr*  Shtridan  thought  that  th<  motion  lof  his  Hoa.  Friend 
(Mr.  Grey)  ought  to  precede  the  bringing  forward  the  Auftriao' 
loan*  inafmuch  as,  if  the  latter  took  place«  k  would  ioterfere 
with  the  former)  for  if  a  majority  fliould  be  found  in  favour  e^ 
Mr.  Grev's  motion*  this  would  operate  ftrongly  acainft  the  ne* 
ceflity  o/the  loan.  On  a  former  night,  he  laid,  he  had  ftated 
the  qeceifity  of  being  furnilhed  with  the  proper  documents  re« 
tative  to  the  extent  of  the  fervices  rendered  us  by  the  King 
of  PrufTia,  in  compenfation  for  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  given  •  him ;  that  as  the  arrangements  were  fipttled 
at  prefent^  he  ihould  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  move  for  the 
correfpondence  relative  to  the  FruiEan  fubfidy,  as  he  confidered 
h  of  great  confequence*  before  we  entered  into  new  engage^* 
mcnts  with  the  Emperor,  to  afcertaiu  what  ufe  had  beeiima<fo 
of  the  money  already  taken  from  this  country  in  the  way  of 
fubfidy,  and  what  reliance  could.be  placed  on  the  fidelity-  ot 
our  continental  allies; 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied^  that  at  firil  it  waft, 
iinagined  that  the  Auftrian  loan  might  be  collaterally  conTidered 
with^e  ways  and  means  of  the  current  year  4  but  as  it  hfl4 
been  fuggefted  by  fome  Hon.  Gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  bet* 
ter  to  difcufs  it  independently  of  any  otbepqueftion,  and  to  in- 
trodttce  it  under  the  fan&ion  of  a  mefla^e  from  the  Xhrofte^ 
it  fliould,  on  a  future  day,  be  introdueed  m  this  iattiu  ^ 

.    The  Houfe  at  rifing  adjourned  till  Tuefdoy « 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

' '  '  *  *  # 

TUBSDAY,  Jan^  a«« 

The  order  of  the  day  being  r^ad^  for  all  tUe  lords  to  be 
fummoned, 

^e  Duke  of  Bedford  moved,  Aat  it  fliouldlje  dlfchartfcd,  ' 
and  that  their  LordOiips  fliould  be  fummoned  for  Tuefd^if 
ntxi.  \  .       .      .)  ' 

^  Adjourned  to  next  day.  v  -     -  ' 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  '     * 

'     -TtJESDAY,  Jan.  20.  ^  * 

.  A  meflage  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  acquainting  thf.i 
€pmftiqns,  that  their  LordChips  had  agFced  to  the  Land^Tax 
and  I^'k-Duty  Billsj  and  that  their  Lordihipshad  pafledPcte]; . 
vaadykc*s  Naturalization  BiU» 


Tanwrntb  Roads,  and'Utnley-Ccftlc  Indoflire  Bills,  wvre 
jrepoTted^and  oidcred  to  be  ingrofled. 

The  <Srand  Junftion  CsubaT  BiH  wa$  read  a  fecond  tixDe, and 
committed*  . 

Xfton  Cold,  Gloaccfter  Bridge,  Cafterton>  Rtttiand,  St 
Mfai'tini  StamJFord  Bacon^  Northampton,  and  Bi^broke  Rutlaa^ 
Inclofure Petition,  vere  prcfented,  and  Bills  ordered, 

Petitions  for  Bills  for  repairing  Wallingford  Roads,  for  pav- 
ing the  Streets  of  Reading,  and  for  repairing  Llangadock 
&oads,  were  pre&nted  and  referred  to  aCommhree. 

A  petition  from  theMerdwintd,  Traders,  Ship-Owners,  and 
inhabitants  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull  and  its  Vscinit}^  P^yitig^ 
ihatfuch  means  may  he  taken  on  the  part  of  Goyemment,  as 
teayheft  condnce  to  the  reftoring  of  peace  to  this  Ling^m^ 
was  prefcnted,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Copy  of  the  inftrument  of  the  appointment  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  and  an  account  of  the  talary  payable  to  h!ai|  and  out  cL 
>j|rhat  fund  to  be,  were  ordered. 

Tbc  Chancellor  oftkt  Exchequer  prcfented  a  copy  of  the  order  - 
in  Council,  permitting  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and. 
merchandize,  from  the  United  Proirinces  of  Holland  ;  an^l 
orders  from  CouncU-refpeding  corn  \  which  were  ordered  ta  lie 
on  the  table. 

CALL  OF  THB  HOUSE. 

The  onier  of  theday  beii^  read,  for  the  CaH  of  the  Hoofet 
the  Members  were  caUed.acooniii^y,  and  the  defaulters 
were  ordered  to  attend. in. their  places. on  Friday  next. 
After  wMch,  .         . 

,Mr^  Fo9{  mared,  that  the  lIouTe  be  called  over  on  diis  daf^ 
(Tuefday)  fe'nnight^  and^a^.duii^gjthat  interval,  no  Mena* 
bcr  do  leave  town  without  ei:pre(s  pern^iilion  from  that  Horfr. 
—Ordered. 
.  .Afyous&e4tothciiextdaf. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS- 
WjsOMESDAT,  Jan.  ax. 

The  Land  and  Malt  Tax  BiUs  received  the  Royal  aflent  bf 
commtiTian.    ' 

The  rtpott»  of  theCoamitcee  ap^omted  to  fearch  for  pre- 
^cedents  ia  cafes  of  Impeachment,  was  received, and erdered to* 
Jbetalcen  into  confideratsoa  on  Mooday  nest. 

At^ouRied  till  Friday. 


HO^SE  OP  eOMMON?  I     ' 

The  Ufticr  of  the  Black  Rod  (SirFrancis>^lyoajx)  ^fSjff^ 
the*  attendance  of  the  Commons  in  the  Upper  Hou^.    Thj^^ 
Speaker,  a,t  his  retum^  ftated,  that  the  Houfe  h^d  aujajd^Tn 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  aucnt  of  hii.  Wpjcftjch^ib^gn., 

g'ven  (>y.  conimlflion  to  two  Bills,  eiT}po\$ceun^  9fA^4P  fl"WA  % 
t  kVled  on  land  and  malt,  5cc>        '*  ^       *     / 

DUTcri  PAopssrXyv  '  > 

The  Chancfthr  of  the  Excheqiter  trough}:  up  ^  COgX  pf  Zfj^^ 
order  of  Council,  M^ith  refpeft  to  recciyij)ig^gOQ4^l?elongigg^tg* 
Holland  in  his  Majefty's  warehoufes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftajed,  thattbc.objeA  of-. 
theoc^er  of  the  i5th  Wc-vs  to  receive  in  h^s  Majefty'$  warcbouliej^ 
all  goods  ihtppcd  from  Holland  *,  the  obje^  9f  the  br^cr  of  tl^ 
2xSj  which  he  had  juft  brought  up,  w^s  to  rebexvie  gogiy, 
that  Ytiight  be  bound  for  feolland.  As  Uicte.  CQyL\^  ^c,  Vi*^. 9Bfr 
opinion  on  th?  e3cpedicncy  of  fuch  a*  rtep,'hc  Ihquljl  im^fc 
Jfcitcly  move  for  leave  ti?  orin^  in  a  Bill^for  r)cndcuiig  effeiluijl 
the  order  of  his  Majcfty*8  Council,  &:c.*  On  the  fujggelkb^*^ 
the  Speaker,  the  motion  was  made  'iij/q^  Committor  df  Trad^ 
agreed  to  by  the  Cpmnfiiticej^  tbi;  ^^R^^^  ^"^9^^^^^ 
brought  1^^  and,  aft^f  tbe  ^C(^94.  ]^d|i)g|S^rcf^ '^'^  the 
Ho,uI$.  ... 

cp»¥-      "    •     '    -  .        V 

The  Ciancelhr  ^  the  JSxcbe^uer,  in  ^  Commkle^  of  die 
^riiolaHDO%,  moved  fbr  leave' to  bring  to  a  BtH,  prohilMtin^ 
diooportatioa  of  grain  fippm  Scptlaoilv  and  pennitdnjp*tke*im- 
ficHctaiiofMi£  ffoiA  and  aU  odter/anlcl^s  df  ptd^iCon  mto  Eng' 
land  duty  free.  '  -         '  '    -♦ 

Mr.  Hufy  aiked,  whether,  in  the  ptcfent  f(»ircit}rbfpfOvifr- 
ons,  it  might  not  be  proper  to  ftofi^lilie  diftilleries?— He'^nder- 
ftood  thai  a  great  quanutyi  o£  wheat  WM-at  pfbfent  con&med 
by  tlie  diftillers,  buthewa^  not  fo  ^(itiverefpediifgtheexpe^ 
diescy  of  the  ineafuce  a»  to  m^ke  anf'pi'dpofition  ttpcm'thjB 
f^l^e^^  be  raifaerpintit  in  the  fovm  of  a: 'cftt^ibn^lhirlie 
might  receive  information  from  Gentlemen  who  w^  better 
fll^opaijited  witb  the  dccuxttibnco^  ol  tbjT  ^i(|Ei|  diaa  be  profaded 

The  ChaweUor^iie  E^i^jfter  KfMcd^  that  a  perfeielcefbiQn 

in.  the  tibiliUeriea  had  already  uken  place.  At  preiielffl  lliegfiiali- 

ett7>of  wheat  employed  in  tlic  dtf^illeries  was  of  no  confider- 

able  amount  and  he  4{^ubted  whethtf  the  advantege  tSkitif  to 

"^ToL.X  Nn  arifc 
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arife  from  the  n^eafurei  irould  be  fuQh  *«$  tO'baiaRce  the  incon- 
Tenience  with  which  it  would  be  attended. 

Mr.  BuKton  remau^lqed,  ihVt  a  regulation  wHh  refped  to  hair^ 

Swdei:  might  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  poor:  Every  pound 
nfumed  fiich  a  quantity  of  wheat  as  could  not  readHy  be  « 
conceived. 

•  Mr,  Fo9c  fald,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  introduce  any  re* 
gulation  of  that  fort,  without  laying  a  prohibition  on  the 
making  df  wheat  into  ftarch,  which  would  be,  in  every  point  of ' 
▼iew,  attended  with  great  inconvenience.     He  admitted,  how- ' 
ever,  that  the  fubjed  was  extremely  worthy  of  confideratioo ; 
and».tf  there  was  a  time  at  which  it  was  incumbent  upon  that 
Houfe  to  attend  to  the  ftate  of  provifioris,  the  prefent  was 
particularlv  urgent^  not  onlv  from  the  preflure  of  the  general 
yrar»  and  me  confequent  calamities  to  the  poor,  but  from  the 
failure  of  the  harveft,  which  he  underftood  had  by  no  means 
^  anfwered  the  fanguine  profpe£ts  at  firft  entertained,  and  the 
unhappy  fitnation  of  Poland,  doomed  to  fterility  by  the  iron 
hand  of  opprtflion,  which  precluded  all  hopes  of  any  fupply; 
from  that    quarter  J    France,    finding  its    territory  ravaged 
by  the  invafions  of  its  enemies,  has  been  forced  to  have  re-> 
<iourfe  to  America^  from  which  we  were  wont  to  derive  ample 
fnpplies ;  and  die  expoitations  from  this  country  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  Continental  armies,  had  impoverilbed  the  labo-> 
rious  and  peaceful  part  of  the  community. 
^    Mr.  Huffef  {zidy  that  from  what  he  underftood  of  the  high 
price  of  barley^  and  likewife  from  a  circumftance  of  the  brew- 
ers having  lately  flopt  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  malt,  in 
ftU  pYobabQity  he  might  be  encouraged  fpeedily  to  bring  for^ 
vrard  fome  fuch  propofition  as  he  had  originally  fuggefted. 

The  Cbancelhr  of  the  Exchtquer  replied,  that  there  was  little 
.wheat  ufed  at  ptefent  by  the  diftillers,  and  that,  as  the  iiicon« 
Tcnience  did  not  arlfe  from  that  caufe,  it  would  be  impolitic 
i2>'repeaA  or  fufpend  the  DiftiUery  A£b,  from  which  the  revenue 
^d  derived  fuch  confiderable  acceiBons. 
'  The  report  was  then  received,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill. 

Cohml  Maitland  faid,  that  with  a  view  to  further  difcuiBon 
he  propofed  now  to  make  a  motion,  on  which  he  {hould  not 
'  enlarge,  as  he  underftood  that  it  would  meet  with  no  oppofi* 
'-  tion.    He  therefore  moved,  '^  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  give  dtre£Hons,  that  there  {hould 
oe  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  return  of  the  names,  dates  of  com- 
.  miflioni  and  length  of  fervice,  of  thofe  who  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the.  war  had  been  appointed  field  officers,  thofe 
who  had  received  brevet  rank  not  being  included."^ 
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!Tbe  Seerefary  at  War  (Mr*  Windham)  ftatedi  tktt  If  the 
Hon.  Gentleman^  by  .his  mottoiiy  meant  to  afcertain  that 
raqk  had  not  always  betn.beftowed  aococding  to  feniorityt 
that  indeed  might  be  matter  of  regret,  ^but  could  not  be  im- 
.puted  as  matter  of  Uame  to  minifters^  who,  in  the  mode 
.which  they  had  adopted,  withrefpe£t  to  beftowing  promodoo, 
had  only  accommodated  themfdves  to  the  neceiBties  of  thft 
public  lervice. 

Coi/fnfl  Maitiand  faid,  in  order  that  miaiftera  might  not  be 

Bt  a  lofs,  he  would  candidly  date  his.  motives  for  making  his 

^prefent  motion.    He  knew  extremely  well  that  at  the  conae 

:niei9Gement  of  a  war,  in  order  to  remedy  the.  fcantuief^  of  ^a 

ipeace-edabliihment,  it  was  neceflary  to  over-^ftep  the  bounds 

.to  which  at  other  times  it  might  be  proper  to  adhere,  and 

that  rank,  was  given  to  fuch  perfons  of  fortune  ahd  iituationt 

:as  weire  enabled  to  conte  forward,  and  raife  regiments  for  the 

.public  feryice.    This  was  a  praflice  refort^  to  in  all  ^9iv(« 

.and  pf  which  none  had  a  right  to  oompiain.    Neither  did  he 

;fiiean  to  ,obje£l  to  the  rapidity  of  promotion  which  had  lately 

taken  place.    But  he  knew  of  many  inftances  where  men  of 

Jarge  fortune,  and  in  a  fituation  wnich  gave  them  the  com? 

mand  of  me|i,  had  offered  to  raife  regiments,  and  had  beeti 

.r^fuGsd— while  permiffion  for  that  purpofe  had  been  gn^niol 

,to  others  in  circumftances  exafily  the  reverfe, .  What  he'  had 

therefore  to  complain  of  in  the  prefent  in(tance  was  not  any 

partial  deviation  from  fyftem,  but  that  all  fyftem  was^  abai^- 

;doned,  all  confidence  was  deftroyed  between  the  foldiers  and 

.the  officers,  the  officers  and  the, general;  boys  from  fchpol 

were  fet  over  the  heads,  of  veteran  officers,  and  men  dragged 

from  prifon  to  the  fervice  of  their  cquntry.    Minifters,  in 

•ihort,  had  rendered  the  fyftem.  entirely  fubCervient  to  their 

own  corriupt  views  oi  influence,   and  had  (hewn  the  fame 

^i[»pgle£l  in  the  military  department,  as  in  his  n^ind  they  had 

,  dione  with  refpefk  to  every  other  branch  of.  the  public  fervice* 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  Arden  brought  up  the  ordinary  eflimates  of  the  navy^  > 
which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

'  ARMY  ESTlMATtS, 

't'he  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc 
.  it&lf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  Chair. 

The  Secreiary  at  War  (Mr.  Windham)  faid,  that  to  thofe 
.  Gentlemen  who  had  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the 
;  papers  laid  upon  the  table,  it  would  be  fcarcely  poflible  for 
:  him  CO  convey  any  clearer  idea  of  the  eflimates,  which  he 
.  was  then  to  move  \  but  as  many  might  not  have  had  this  op- 

Nna-  portunity, 
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fdrmnhyt  he-flidulfl  briefly  fttbmk  to  them  n  flimimiy  of  tbe 
icfiilt,  Tefimriog  htmidf  ofcerwarcb  to  give' any' explantttibii 
th*tmqjht  be  Teamed  in  the  cdurfe  of  the  difctifion.    The 
'papera.  mshad  been  nfinl  on  jdi  f^dttter  oeca^onft,  wete  di* 
Tided  into  the  following  chffcty  (he  efttmatea  of  the  gMA 
^md«rrifbm,  of  the  forces  indfie  phntations,  of  the1rooi% 
lent  from  Inefamd,  of  the  recruiting  contingendes,  of  the  pay 
of  the  general  officers,  of  the  penfions  for  the  Iridows,  atili 
Chelfea  liofpital,  of   the  fcncible  infantry  Md  fenclble  ca- 
valry, the  dofln^g)  &Kr*      Several  of  thefe  articles  were  ^ 
•a  nature  wfalch  called  Tor  no  cxphnatbn.    The  pnncipttl 
ii^Mwasthat  of  the  guards  and  garrtfons,  hsclading  all  thiB 
fegtthr  force  not  employed  in  diftant  fsfiice,  among  whom 
Hrero-comprifed  the  troops  now  ferving  on  the  continent,  Stt, 
The  fecond  head,  that  of  the  plantations,  eoroprffuM  aU  thle^ 
'trMps  not  inchitled  in  the  former ;  the  troops  in  the  Weft 
Jndies,  in  Cotfica,  in  Gibratrar,  in  Atnerica,  &c«    TheStf- 
•ctebry  -at  Wir  entered  into  a  nttmber  of  c^ctilati^ns,  ititb 
^wtoich  it  is  UTmectfTary  that  we  fliould  follow  hlmi  'we  (hall 
^etefere'fimpiyprerent  onr  readers  with  the  reftilts.    '^fhfe 
wMe  force  oh  foot,  iiiclnding  reguhm,  'militia,  and  fenel- 
'fetes,  lie  ftated  to 'amount  to  14^,(^17  men  ^taking  in  tffe 
Indhm  regiihtfnts,  k  imiouhfeid  to  a  mnch 'greater  number. 
Thisiriew  of  the  force  which  Great  Btitain  had  becti  able  tb 
Yrodnce,  he  ftatetl  to  be  exceedingly  cofifolatofy  with  ttfptA 
•fo  fier  capabUtty  of  carrying  on  the  prcfent  tontcft  i  tyn  die 
'other-hand,  the  irefy- ^at  expertce  at  whkh  only  fo  nuihehnfs 
'ft  forle'coUld  be  fuppotted,  mufl  no  doiAt  be  adtotittied'tb 
operave  as  a  drawback.    "The  ^xpenee^  6f  this  force  ^mbuhtM 
•^11  together  to  6,6^^8,741!.    The  increafe  in  point  of  n^AibeH 
'had  Imn  mttch  more  rapid*  than  had  taken  place  in  the  fme 
"^lod  of  any  former  War.    It  amoXinted  to  no  Tefs  thah 
73,029  tnen }  the  'additional  estpence  incurred  by  this  inereift, 
was  a  ftfm  of  217954SI.    Having  done  th(s,  he  ihould  no 
longer  detain  the  Houfe,  farther  than  mtght  be  heceflary  to 
tmlWer-any  qteftions  that  might  arifc  in  the  courfe  ot  the 
difcuflioii.     He  concluded  with  moving  the'lirft  rcfolution, 
that  a  number  of  land  forces,  amounting  to  119,000  men, 
including  3882  invalids,  1)e  employed  for  the  fcrvlce  of  the 
year  1795. 

General  Tarlefofi^hxAj  he  fdt  appalled  when  he  Viewed  our 
fitu&tion;  when  he  confidcrcd  how  much  thfcre  'was  to  do, 
and  how  little  hiid'becn  douc^— great  and  heavy  expencis 
were  incurred,  and  if  they  were  levere  even  in  me  moment 
of  vi£l6ry,  how  much  more  mufl  they  be  felt,  ho?wnnpala- 
tabie  'muft  they  prove  amidft  the  difaftrous  etems  noW  for- 

rounding 
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irounamg  us  !  lafter  a  year  replete  wifh  difgrace  and  Udfedt, 

4rWcn  it  "could  not  be  fhewn  that  atiy  of  the  large  fufn^  alrca'df 

•fjxpentfdi  in' carrying  on  the  war,  had  fetved  any  othtfr  put- 

pbfc,  ^ccptto 'plunge  "the  country  deeper  in  calamity.   Ih  com- 

'hictitiirg  \ipon  the  errors  of  fuch  a  fyftem,  'he  fho'utd  ^6rfal'rtlf 

'tiot  accufe  the  ptefent  Secretary  at  War,  bccaufc  ft  had  'e3&- 

iftcd  long  before  he  cahie  into  the  office.     He  th^n  pfo- 

"cjtfcdecl  to  cx^niine  the  nc^  mode  of  recruiting.    This  fyft^fti 

^  hldfi^alitfg  the  irmy^fo  contrary  to  every  forriicr* principle, 

-had,fak«n  pFac'e  fo'frfrbadc  as  the  year  1791,  oh  occadon  *6f 

"the*Rttfl?«n'arrtianient,  but  had  not  then  be6n  cafried  to  any 

^reat  extent,  as  the  w(h  of  'the  country  at  that  time  <ras  fdr 

peAce,  'and  the  mltiift«r  thought  proper  to  abandon  his  Obieift: 

in  or(krto  retain  Ws.place.   'rhen,  however,  began  the  fyuem 

-of  ffluleipTyittrg  officers,  and  of  crilnping  meii  j  a  fyftcm  fo 

'^ffly^^probateU  and  fo  forcibly  expofed  by  the  laCc  General 

Bxifgoyne,  t«^ofe  membry  xvould,  on  that  account  aloife,  if 

he  had  not  had  other  mferit,  continue  dear  to  cVerymilitaty 

^^fafl.    fiy  this  ftew  mode  of  recruiting,  veteran  officers  were 

"^cither  laid  unddr  feVere  contribution,   or  expofed  to  haVc 

*fchool-boys  ^t  over,  their  hc&ds.    Hence  it  was,   the  dl 

te^giments  had  no  men,   whilft  the  independent  companies 

•^cre  bidding  againft  each  other,  and  the  old  veterans  of  the 

'line  femairied  totally  ricgledltfd.     By  the  modern  regulation, 

^thete  were  two.  lieutenant-colonels  apptJinted,    And  if   the 

'major  ihould  putchafe,  he  perhaps  might  be  reduced^  foon 

aftct.     The  captains  w^re  ftill  in  a  worfc  fituation.     If  the 

'etdeft  cjajjtain  fhould  diink  it  worth  his  while  to  purchaTe,  he 

^  mull  pay' 700I.  ati^  die  fccond  captain  '500I,  and  then  be  re- 

■  duced  to  the  half-pay.   •  He  defied  any  one  to  prove,  that  by 

tJius  taking  money  from  the  pockets  of  individuals,  any  good 

ivas  dofte  to  the  Public.     In  order  to  complete  the  evil  with 

fefpetl  to  the  nation,  it  would  only  beneceflary  to  introduce 

the  fame  fyftem  into  the  navy,  and  to  allow  young  men  to 

purchafe  itores  and  (hips,  and  take  the  command  of  thofe 

vfeteran  officers,  who  had  hitherto  defended  the  country,  and 

would  ftfll,  he  trufted,  continue  to  conftitute  its  fccurity  and 

defence.     He  went  into  calculations,   to  fhew  that  by  the 

'hiode  of  railing  independent  companies,  and  the  pay  granted 

t^  the  officers, ^^ach  man,  inftead  of  the  nomimil  fum  of  3I. 

in  WaFity  coft  tJie  coulitry  a  fum  of  no  lefs  than  19I     The 

*^w*  Idrles, '  he  ftated,  were  rai fed  by  fchool-boys  and  crimps, 

■'atid  ♦compofed  of  infancy  and  dotage.     He  refcrreJ  to  the 

'iitftaYice  of   a  young  Nobleman    (Lord  Granard),  who  had 

c6¥nmchccd  his  militafy  career  on  the   14th    of  November 

1594,  and 'after  a  raptd  eicvatidn  to  the  rank  of  major,  Irad 

^  been 
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been  deemed  qualified,  upon  the  experience  of  only  feToUeefi 

.  days,  to  take  the  command  of  a  regiment,  and  in  the  next 
Gazette  jumped  into  the  rank  of  iicuteqant  colonel  com- 
mandant.    To  the  enormous  ium  of  upwards  of  fix  railHons 

*vrere  to  be  added  the  fums  for  the  ordnance,  for  the  extra-^ 
ordinaries  of  the  army,  befides  the  immenfe  fums  that  muft 
be  granted  for  the  fupport  of  our  allies  in  difi*erent  quarters. 
After  remarking  that  the  mode  of  recruiting  for  the  inde- 
pendent companies  and  the  fencible  regiments,  was  decidedly 
hoCtile  to  the  regular  fupply  of  the  army  and  navy,  he  pro- 

.  ceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  condu^  of  the  war  and  the 
operations  of  the  lad  campaign,  which  had  everywhere  be^ 
conduced  by  Englifh  intrigue  and  Englifli  gold,  as  the  coii- 
du£t  of  the  war  had  been  diftinguifhed  throughout  by  folly ^ 
rafhnefs,  and  incapacity.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  Sir  Charles 
Grey  had  been  promifed  a  reinforcement  of  10,009  <a^°* 
'The  whole  troops  in  that  quarter  amounted  only  to  5000. 

/With  thefe,  however,  that  gallant  and  able  commander  had 
been  able  to  take  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  St.  Lucie; 
but  though  thcfe  places  had  been  taken  by  a  decifive  ^d  vi- 
gorous plan  of  operations,  there  was  no  force  fufficient  to 
defend  them.  Already  Guadaloupe  had  been  wrefted  from 
us,  and  the  others  might  foon  be  expedted  to  fall.  '  Tlie 
troops,  reduced  by  peftilential  diforders,  did  not  now  amount 
to  above  aooo.  The  conqueft  of  St.  Domingo  was  an  obje£^ 
too  great  to  be  atchievtd  by  a  handful  of  men,  more  refem- 
bling  a  band  of  buccaneers,  than  a  regular  army.  In  the 
mean  time  what  had  become  of  the  reinforcements,  which 
ought  to  have  been  Cent  by  minifters  ?  They  were  now  pining 
away  on  board  tranfports  in  contemptible  imbecility,  or  left 
to  languifh  in  ina£livity  in  the  harbour  of  Portfmouth.  He 
next  adverted  to  the  conduft  of  the  war  in  Flanders  from  the 
period  of  the  congrefs  of  Antwerp,  in  which  minifters  had 
a  Hi  arc,  ftating  that  he  meant  not  to  refledt  the  fmalleft  blame 
on  the  illuftrious  commander,  or  the  ofCcers,  who  had  be^n 
cntrufted  with  the  a€live  part  of  the  fcrvice,  but  only  pn 
thofc  who  had  the  care  of  concerting  the  plan  of  operations 
at  home.  He  remarked  that  the  firft  grand  error  was,  neg- 
lefting  to  fccurc  Lifle,  the  key  of  Flanders,  a  place,  the  poi- 
feflion  of  which  vva$  of  the  greateft  importance  for  the  pur- 
pdfc  of  a  depot,  nnd  in  order  to  carry  on  a  fyftem,  of  aUa<dc 
again  ft  France.  He  hoped  that  the  public  and  pofterity  would 
know  with  what  wife  head,  whether  civil  or  military,  th« 
pljin  of  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk  had  originated-r-an  attempt  which 
had  dTvIdcd  fl^e  combined  army,  and  ruined  all  the  fubfequent 
operations.     Our  mifcarriage  before  Dunkirk  had  filled  the 

Frencl^ 
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French  with  con€dencey  and  covered  us  with  ihame,  con-i 
fufion,  and  difgrace. 

-  He  then  went  oyer  the  varlbus  events  of  the  campaign,  the 
attack  upon  the  Lys-^thc  lofs  of  Tournay — ^the  evacuation  of 
OAtXkd^  leaving  Nieuport  to  its  fate — the  fall  of  Condc,* 
Quefnoy,  and  Labdreeies — together  with  the  (lores  and  ma* 
gazines  loft  i  alfo  the  difafters  and  defeats  of  the  laft  campaign. 
Me  would  not,  he  faid,  actempt  to  defcribc  them,  for  the 
fcene  of  calamitv  was  not  yet  clofed,  and  was  fuch  as  could  • 
not  be  furveyed  oy  any  Englifhrnan  without  the  keeneft  fen- 
fations  of  melancholy  and  regret.  In  fliis  fituation  of  national' 
difafter,  and  retracing  amidft  this  clould  of  misfortune,  where 
eould  they  look  for  a  vcftige  of  confolation  ?  Was  there  any 
confoiation  to  be  derived  from  the  oeconomical .  arrangements 
of  minjfters  ?  They  had  to  deplore  an  immoderate  expendi- 
ture amidft  ail  our  difadvantages,  and  our  allies  faithlefs  and 
deferting  us,  the  vigour  of  Auftria  and  the  avarice  of 
Prufiia  having  become  proverbial ;  yet  we  were  even  now 
about  to  give  the  enormous  fum  of  6,ooo,oool.  for  which  wc 
had  no  means  to  compel  the  payment  of  cither  principal  or 
intereft.  A  fyftem  of  lavifti  expence  was  perfifted  in  without 
any  objed,  and  the  profufion  and  credulity  of  Great  Britaia 
kept  pace  with  the  avarice  and  perfidy  of  her  allies^ 

He  would  a(k  a  young  Colonel  (Jenkinfon)  what  Was  the 
plan  by  which  he  now  propofed  to  march  to  Paris  ?  He 
would  afk  a  Noble  Lord  (Mornington)  whether  Robcfpierre 
had  left  him  the  fame  legacy  with  Briflbt,  and  enabled  him 
to  amufe  that  Houfe  in  a  fpeech  of  four  hours  on  the  tyranny 
of  the  French  government,  and  the  inftability  of  their  re- 
fources  ?  Notwithftandtng  all  the  reafonings  of  minifterialifti 
and  alatmifts,  every  change  had  been  prejudicial  to  this 
country ;  all  their  conclufions-had  failed»  and  all  their  argu- 
ments proved  futile.  Indeed  he  would  propofc  to  the  good 
fenfe  of  every  Member  prefent,  whether  every  change  that 
had  taken  place  in  France  had  not  been  more  and  more  un- 
favourable to  this  country.  He  would  tell  the  .Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  (Mrw  Pitt)  that  the  taking  of  Toulon,  had  C3fe- 
ceeded  the  moft  glorious  atchievements  of  his  illuftrious  fathery 
who  had  fent  more  troops  againft  the  Havannah  thah  he  had 
thought  neceflary  to  employ  for  the  reduftion  of  all  the 
"French  Weft  India  iflands.  Suppofe  even  that  the  operations 
of  next  campaign  were  completely  fuccefsful,*  that  Holland 
"was  recovered,  and  the  French  driven  within  their  frontier ; 
it  would  coft  fifty  millions  and  torrents  of  blood  to  reftore 
the  country  to  the  fituation  in.  which  it  had  been  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Jaft  campaign.  The  anticipation  of  a  diiSefent 
t  event 


event  wa«i  ^Umoft  to^  dneadiul  to  Ih(  qeniAm^Iat^d^  ^^n  itmn. 

inoment.     Suppofe  ear  enemies  profperou&i  fuppoffe  ihptti  to^ 

conquer  Holland^  an4  lo-tal^o  th^  Weft  India  iflanda ;  aa  ip*' 

vafion  of  Great  Ikitain  and  Ireland  would  be  tke  probaMe  ooii-* 

fequenc^s  :     In  ibort»  there  wa^  9f>  feeni;.Mibk/b'  th^  oioft' 

gloomy  imaginatlpn  could  forat,  that  might  9ot  be  reaU^^d. 

What  then  was  the  reiUlt  of  the  wjiole  vjew  of  the-  f^ibje^  i-rr 

An  expcn&ve  wary  conducted  widiqut  energy  or  .IkiU }  VIK 

improvident  and  micooftitutipas^  mpd^  q(  recr^ikiog  i  ^C9^ 

nils,  wiip  bad,  onlyc  been  able  to  exercife  t^oir  talents  w  le^ 

tceatsi  and  the  ^rmy.i>ow  left  in  a  naoft  critical  aAdpotiloiiSi 

Ctuation !     The  allies  had  loft»  in  the  courfe  of  di^rcnt  en-. 

ffiigements,  350,000  men,  50,0001000!.  had  been  e^^pended  b^ 

tnia  country,  and  a  moft  extraordinary  loan  coiitni£)ffd  by  Wn 

nifters  ip  a  manner  equally  extraordinary :  Add  tp  tbis»  the 

oountry  would  be  loaded  with  a  debt  of  350  miUiQns«  Such  waft 

the  ilate  of  afFaira  in  which  the  copntry  was.  pUecd  i  it  was 

then  to  determine  whether  they  would  look  at  it  with  apacky» 

and  take  a  freib.dofe  of  confidence  in  miaifters»  or  voi«fc  to  si 

•  proper  fenfe  of  the  danger,  and  provide  againft  the  eviLbe&m 

1^  4iou)dr  become  too  late  to  apply  a  re^Msdy,  and  our  cooAih 

tutioQ  ttfjclf^  and  every  thing  around,  Cvak  into  inevitaible  rniii* 

Mr.  Hu£cy  {aid,  th^the  rofe  to  make  9  raptino,  Th^t  tha 

Chairn:ian  lesvirQ  the  chair,  and  report  progress.    The  Riffht 

lion.  Centlrman  had  a  few  days  (ince  given  notice  of  hb 

intention-  to  bring  forward  the  difcuQion  of  a  plan  fot  the 

more  .eflfs^ual  manning  of  thp  navy.    He  was  of  Qpinioo» 

that  this  obji^  ought  to  fuperfede  all  other  confiderationsi 

and  that,  .i/  poflible,   2o,goo  men  fl^ould  be  a^ded  to  the 

100,000  already  voted   for  the   fea»fervic«.    He  confidcoed 

exertions' in  this  way  as  Hkiely  to  be  tuu^h  more  beneficial:  xq 

t}ie  country,  than  any  that  could  be  made  by  iscreafing  the 

number  of  our.  la^d  force*.     The  refources  of  the  country 

Vi^xc  greatly  but  ^Qtinexhauftible ;  He  did  not  belie«ce  that  they 

were  yet  nearly  exhauiled  \  but  there  was,  in  ht%  opinion,  a 

qert^ii^  hmit,  beyond  which  w^  could  neither  raife  men  nor 

mpnfey.    Our  laft  (lake  ought  to  be  employed  as  bcaeftciaUy 

;^  ppflihlc.     He  did  not  iK^aa  to  i^^^  that  we'weie  a&uaHy 

<;ofie   to    tlie  laft  ft^ke  \  but»  if  any  one  controvcmed  the 

propoiitipn,  tb;|t  the  country  was  a^roa^hing  ta  its  laA  ftake, 

he  vf/Qjuid  m,entipn  on^  or  two  fa£^s,  that  m^t  feirve  to  aher 

t^iv  ^pi^^on !    He  I^  x^  curiofity  to  iniped^  fame  of.  the 

newly^raiC^d  regiments^  ai^d  found  them  compvfed  ok  men 

between  70  and  80,  fcarcciy  able  ^0  carry  a  knapiaick,  a«d 

boyaof  12  and  13;  there  w^a^m^n  in  hi&aeighbouihoadf 

}fi**  ii^y  iMi  ^^  b»4  ten  yei^s  &Qf;c  b0ea.di&ymged  as 

unfit 
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unfit  for  the  fenrice,  and  who  was  iacely  enliftedi  at  a  bounty 
of  feren  guineas.  He  had  given  his  opinion,  that  our  naval  . 
exertions  fhould  have  been  made  at  an  earlier  period  :  And 
though  he  was  aware  of  the  replies,  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  have  cramped  our  commerce  -,  and  that  the  pra£lice  of 
preffing  was  unpopular  ;  he  ftiould  dill  profefs  his  judgment 
to  be,  that  pur  commerce  had  been  more  deeply  injured  by 
the  mode  which  had  been  purfued :  And .  that  our  fuilors 
would  have  been  better  pleafed  to  have  been  prefTed  into  the 
fervice  of  England,  than  to  languifii,  as  they  do  at  prefent, 
in  the  prifons  of  France.  He  concluded  with  making  his 
motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  diat  he  did  not  think 
with  the  lad  Hon.  Speaker — that  vigorous  exertions  for  the 
army,  at  alHmpeded  thofe.  that  ought  to  be  made  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  navy.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  always  been  found 
to  go  hand  in  hand  ;  and  in  looking  to  former  wars,  it  would 
appear  that  we  had  then  been  nxoft  i'uccefsful  at  fca,  when  we 
nad  been  moft  powerful  by  land*  The  prefent  refolution  then,  To 
far  from  tending  to  defraud  the  navy,  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
having  an  entirely  contrary  efteft.  Wis  it  then  to  be  urged 
that  they  were  come  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  if  they  voted  this 
number  of  men  for  the  army,  they  (faould  not  be  ^ble  to  pro- 
vide for  the  naval  fervice  ?  The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  admitted 
that  our  refources  were  ftiil  great.  It  was  not,  he  truftcd,  to 
jbe  faid^  in  any  pecuniary  fenfe,  that  this  was  our  lad  efibvt. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  ufed  the  words  ^M<til  (lake," 
had  himfelf  very  properly  correfted  the  expreffion.  But,  if  it 
be  faid,  that  we  ought  to  look  to  our  lall  ftakc— that  laft  ftakc 
is  certainly  involved  in  the  ultimate  iffue  of  the  ptcfcnt  con- 
teft.  We  can  only  in  the  prefent  moment  approach  to  that 
cxhaufted  fituation  by  a  bafe  timidity,  a  contemptible  imbeci- 
lity, and  unmanly  fear,  which  would  induce  us  to  abandon 
the  objedt  of  our  exertions,  aiid  would  |»rove  us  unworthy  of 
the  blei&ngs  wc  enjoy.  Though  the  war,  which  it  had  lately 
l>een  the  taihion  to  term  dif<;raceful,  had,  been  attended  with 
heavy  atul  fevere  preiTure,  ft  ill  our  refources  had  increafed 
beyond  the  proportion  of  our  expences  \  and  that,  as  far  as 
related  to  the  internal  ilate  of  the  country,  to  its  commetce 
and  its  credit,  ami  to  the  means  of  recruiting  the  army  and 
the  navy— never  was  there  any  war  in  which  the  afpcit  of 
affairs,  after  two  years  of  hoilility,  was  fo  profperous  and 
encouraging,  and  in  which  fpch  great  exertions  had  been 
made  wifhtn  fo  fliort  a  fpace.  We  were  yet,  he  truQed,  nei- 
ther deficient  in  the  means  or  in  the  fpirit  necciiary  fur 
a  vigorous  profecutioi)  ot  the  war.  Being  convinced,  tl»en, 
.    Vol.  L  O  o  that 
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that  to  pat  the  trmy  on  a  refjpe^ble  fcodog.  was  die  faeft 
method  to  render  our  naval  fapciiority  more  fecme,  and  to 
give  cBoSt  to  out  naval  exettioas  ^  he  womkd  nttker  vote  the 
refeltttion  immediatdyY  than,  by  deferriaf  k,  ttfc  the  fmaUeft 
chance  of  diicouTagiog  the  public  fpnit.  And  in  thn  detsi^ 
mtnatton'  he  was  the  more  confirmed,  aa  whaiever  wiftca 
miafac  be  entertained  with  refped  to  oegoriatioBy  all  quaitera 
had  agreed  on  the  necefBtf  of  keeping  on  foot  a  great  aod 
pou^nnl  force— a  aeceffityi  ftmlf,  which  it  wonld  nbt  be 
contended,  that  any  thing  which  lately  had  occortcd  had  itt 
the  (malkft  degree  tended  to  diminifti. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  had 
the  good  fortune  lo  be  miolifcer  of  this  oountrf  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  when  we  had,  by  the  wifilom  of  onr  mcauire%. 
gained  (bch  BBilitary  repoutioo,  and  which,  he  hoped,  w« 
fliould  never  lofe;  if  he  had  beat  minifter^  aa  hit  UtuArioHi 
father  waa^  at  the  end  of  wkMt  'we  generally  cnHed  tbe^feves 
years  war;  if  he  had  the.  repatation  which  hia  father  ha^ 
juftly  eftabliihed,  by  fecuring  North  America  to  this  covntry 
for  a  time  i  if  he  had  gain«l  in  proportion  as  be  had  krft  f 
if  hr  flood  in  the  fit  nation  of  his  enemy,  havii^  acqatrcd  a  iitc« 
cefs  more  brilliant  than  hiftory  couid  record  of  any  iingle 
campaign  ;  if  he  had  acquired  as  much  glory  by  his  political 
Gonda£k,  as  he  had  entailed  upon  him(clf  difgracc  ;  he  fliovid 
then,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  have  had  fome  doubt,  whether  the  ftyle 
and  tone  of  the  miniftcr  could  have  been  juftified :  Prudent 
it  could  not  be  in  any  man,  at  any  time,  under  any  drcuoi- 
(lance }  but  what  would  the  Houfe  think,  and  what  would 
the  people  feel,  when  they  found  fuch  a  man  coming  forward 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  under  fuch  circumftances  ?  What 
Vas  to  be  faid  of  a  miniiier  who  aflccd,  and  that  with  a  tone 
of  authority,  for  the  confuleiice  of  the  Houfc  in  this  profecu** 
tion  of  the  war  ?  A  minifter  who  had  been  fo  unfortunate,  at 
)caft,  as  to  fee  every  one  of  his  prcdi£lions  rcverfed  by  events  ; 
who  had  year  after  year  regularly  and  conftantly  puriued  mea«» 
furcs  the  moil:  wild,  extravagant,  and  dangerous,  which  cape* 
rtence  taught  us  to  be  fo>  and  which  had  brought  us  into  a 
fituation,  that,  in  poiiu  of  real  calamity,  was,  perhaps,  never 
equalled  in  this  country  at  any  former  period— that  fach  a 
minjfter  could  have  the  hanlihood  to  claim  further  confidence^ 
wjs  aftoniihin^  ^  it  was  adiUng  infult  to  injury,  h  was  teihng 
us,  that  what  the  country  fuffercd  be  nrgarded  ntJt :  That  be 
was  indifr'erent  to  all  the  defeat,  iliLll:ftr,  or  difgracc  that  had 
befallen  us ;  and  that  under  them  all,  his  fpirit  remained  un- 
broken.  Nor  was  he  content  wuh  thi--,  for  he  affecled  to  cjft 
ri<.iicv»lc  en  thofc  who-oppolctl  the  war ;  ic  was  the  fafliion  to 

.      -  ^Cilll 
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caU  this  «ear  csdamitous  and  difgraoeful— be  (hould  be  glad  to 
knovTy  if  it  was  the  fafliioii,  who  was  the  caaie  of  it?  Woukl 
the  mifit/ler  detij  any  one  of  the  ftalements'that  wese  made  of 
the  difaftroua  events  by  i^ich  the  war  had  been  ib  unhappily 
diftinguiihed  i    Woitld  he  deny  that  the  object  for  which  the 
war  was  undertaken  on  our  part  was  loft  ?     Would  he  deny 
that  wc  had  not  met  with  difappotntments  and  defeats,  mif- 
foftttfioe  and  di£iftcra»  which  were  unequalled  in  the  hiiloiy 
of  this  world  ?    Would  the  mioifter  fliew  one  event  in  the 
whole  cQurfe  of  tlie  prefent  winter^  that  coukl  be  conftnMd 
'm  our  favour  i    Not  a  week  had  pafled  without  producing 
a  Gazette,  gtving  foine  aceooot  of  our  misfortunes.  But  whac 
reply  had  he  made,  what  colouring  or  excufe  had  he  ofl^reti, 
for  the  nttmerotts  difailers  whieh  lyni  been  quoted  even  in  the 
coitrfe  of  that  day  i    The  rich  territory  of  Flanders  bad  been> 
kift  in  the  1^  campaign ;  not  by  a  fudden  incurOpn  of  the 
enemy,  but  by  a  ^ertea  of  battles  and  fiqges,  bloody  on  both 
iides,  sukI  dkEmroua  to  the  defeated  armies  beyond  all  paralld. 
The  whole  of  Germany,  on  the  Ibuthem  fide  of  «the  Rhine, 
had  been  loft,  with'  the  (ingle  exception  of  Mentz.    A  ereat 
]>art  of  Spain,  and  of  Italy,  was  now  ia  the  pofieffion  of  the 
^Bcaay  ;  and  fome  of  our  Weft  Indian  conquefts  were  reco*-  • 
'  vcred  froaa  us.    Did  thefe  lofles,  either  colledlively  or  ind^- 
^ktaliy  takeof  amount  ^  nothing  like  diiafter  ?  This  was  the 
man  who  alfaed  for  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  in  future^  and 
who  aie^^  to  treat  with  levity,  the  featimeiits  of  thofe  who 
•  did  their  duty  to  the  Public,  and  who  faid  what  they  thought, 
that  the  prelent  war  was  calamitous  and  diifgraceful. — And 
-  what  was  our  ptolpeft  at  dns  moment  i    The  minifter  faid^ 
that  in  ibme  feafe,  this  was  our  laft  ftake.    What  did  he  mean 
by  that  ?  Had  he  the  iame  objedk  now  in  view,  as  he  profeffia^ 
to  have  at  the  commencement  of  die  war  ^    WouM  he  now 
ferionily  iell  the  Houfe,  that  he  hjid  any  hope  of  elSef^inflr  a 
-coonter<<evoltttioa  m  France?   was  not  that  obje^loftfor 
over  i  was  it  not  given  op  by  every  power  m  Europe,  but  that 
^f  Great  Britain  i    Had  not  every  one  of  them  virtually,  by 
their  adliona,  acknowledged  the  Fnsndb  goviemmeol;  vrfiile 
weiftood  alone,  vainly  and  fooliihly  attemptttig  to  prevent  it, 

a  which  we  had  brought  ourMves  to  tbe  veige  of  rutn-f 
;  remembered  in  what  manner  the  minifter,  fome  lame  ago, 
ti^d  to  anfwer  objte&ions  that  wsre  made  to  his  admiaiftrar 
tioo::  He  afio^bed,  with  a  mamier  half  modeft  a^  ludf  al^ 
fuming,  to  &y,  that  widi  aU  defefb,  ikc  country  was  in  n 
prolperous  condctioQ.  Little  mmi  as  ahem  migbt  be  in  iiu«b 
a  dedaration,  when  urged  by  vmy  of  ai^gsmeor,  yet  it  taughl 
tts  to  reflefl  on  oar   condition  now,  anid  lo  make  us  feel^ 

Oo  a  Aat 
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that  if  any  merit  of  the  minifter  had  brought  us  to  a  ftate  of 
profperityy  there  muft  be  fome  fault  in  the  fame  perfon  who 
had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  During  the  calamities 
of  the  American  war,  he  thought  them  great ;  but  now,  when 
he  compared  them  with  the  calamities  of  this  war,  they  funk 
into  trifles4 

He  then  fatd,  that  minifters  were  to  blame,  that  appeared 
to  be* the  general  opinion  ;  and  the  removal  of  Lord  George 
Sackville  and  Lord  Sandwich  was  agitated :  Something  of 
this  kind  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  late  Ftrft  Lord  of  the 
Admiraltyi  but  not  fo  with  refpe£^  to  the  Minifter  at  War ) 
on  the  coiitrary,  a  third  Secretary  of  State  was .  appointed, 
feemingly  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  the  condu£l  of  the  war 

•  in  the  hands  in  which  it  was  placed  before  ;  and  to  the  fane 
hands  which  mana^d  the  laft  glorious  campaign,  were  to  be 
trufted  the  care  of  die  next ;  and  what  were  the  people  of  this 
country  to  exped  from  all  this  i     The  minifter^  themfelves, 

•  or  their  friends,  continually  told  uSj  that  the  Britifti  arms  have 
been  well  conduced  ;  if  To,  our  hopes  mutl  be  at  an  end ;  for, 
with  all  the  advantage  of  fuch  good  condii£t,  the  vefult  to  us 
had  been  calamity  and  difgracc.     By  whofe  fault  we  had  been 

'  brought  into  this  fituation,  was  not  a  matter  of  the  fame  im- 
portance as  the  queftionof— What  means  we  fhould  pnrfue  in 
future  ?    He,  for  one,  was  ready  to  declare  that  all  the  blame 
appeared' to  him  to  be  applicable  to  minifters  ;    and  he  vras  of 
'  opinion,  that  imputing  the  biame  to  them  Was,  in  general,  the 
proper  way  :    For^  if  minifters  *  were  accufed,  and  fome  ge* 
neral  or  any  other  ofiker  was  to  bisune  in  the  conthiA  of  tbe 
war,  'it  was  an  eafy  thing  for  nHnifters  to  fay  fo,  and  to  prove 
-  it  'i  but  if,  with  brave  troops,  good  generals,  faithful  allies, 
'  and  good  condu£^,  this  was  our  fituacion,  nothing  could  be 
our  profpe£l,  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  but  complete  de- 
'  fpair.     Remember  the  expedition  of  Lord  Moira  I  Remember 
'  hew  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies  was  crippled  I    Re* 
member  the  retreat  from  Toulon  ?— and  then  let  any  man  fay, 
whether  the  war  has  been  properly  condufled. 

He  next  took  notice  x>f  the  fituatton  of  our  troops-  in  Hol- 
land. Whether  the  Dutch  pntered  into  negotiation  with  the 
French  with  or  without  our  knowledge^^as  a  matter,  he 
faid,  that  muft  be  explained  hereafter  ;  hvlt  when  we  knew  it, 
it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to  take,  care,  that  the  Britiib 
troops  ihould  not  be  left  in  a  iituatioh  where  they  might  be  fa- 
'Crificed ;  the  beft^thing  that  could  be  done,  in  that  cafe,  was 
to  give  the  army  as  good  winter»quarters  as  could  be  provided^ 
and  as.  fpcedily  as  poilible  bring  It  back  to  England. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  cffeft  of  the  propofed  vote,  he  was  one 

of  thofe  who  were  willing  to  aflent  to  it  if  neceflaryi  provided 

that  could  be  done  without  crippling  the  navy  ;  but^  as  it  pof* 

•fiHy  might  have  that  effe&,  the  better  way  would  be  to  inquire 

into  that  fa£t  previoufly  ;  and  therefore  he  Aiould  fupport  the 

motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend)  that  the  Chairman  (hould  leave  the 

Chair,  report  progrefs,  and  afk'Ieave  to  iit  again*     The  mi* 

nifter  was  fanguine  as  to  the  power  of  this  country  to  raife 

•money,   and,    Mr.  Fox  faid,    he  was  fo  like  wife ;    but  the 

greatell  difHcuhy  he  had  was  about  raiftng  the   men>  and  he 

"was  well  aflured  that  the  great  bounty  which  was  given  to  vo~ 

•iunteersin  the  army  had  a  bad  effe£t  on  the  fervice^f  the  navy« 

The  inftance  which  had  been  adduced  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  and 

which  was  by  no  means  a  folitary  one,  Qiewed  how  much  more 

difficult  it  was  to  procure  the  former.  It  demonftrated  the  impo> 

'Key  of  minifters  hiring  foreign  ti:oops,  in  giving  200,000 1.  to 

Fruiiia,  and  now  6,000,000 1.  to  Au(lria,  when  Britifh  blood 

•was  fo  far  from  being   fpared  by  tliis  immenfe  expenditure, 

^hat  fcarcely  a  man  was  to  be  had  on  any  terms. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  was  forry  to  be  compelled  to  fay, 
that  on  comparing  the  preparations  for  this  with  preparations 
for  other  wars,  the  army  had  in  this  much  more  than  its  due 
proportion,  when  examined  with  the  navy,  and  judged  of  in 
:that  yeay,  and  tbexe  never  was  a  war  when  the  exertions  of 
this  country  (hould  be  fo  much  directed  to  the  navy,  as  the 
prefent  war.  What  was  every  man  to  conclude  from  the  vote 
that  was  propofed  that  night,  but  that  we  were  going. to  fend 
thoufands  of  Britilh  troops  out  of  this  country  to  be  flaughter- 
•cd  in  Germany,  or  imprifoncd  in  France  ?  Had  not  that 
been*  the  cafe,  this  camp^iign  ?  He  had  no  intelligence  ex- 
'cept.  what  the  Gazettes  afforded  y  by  looking  at  them,  he 
found  the  lofs  of  tlie  Britiih  troops  j^o  be  dreadful.  He  hoped 
that  qo  more  of  them  were  to  go  to  the  Continent,  ior,  of  the 
•t\vo,  if  there  muft.  be  either,  he  would  rather  that  English 
money  fliould  be  fquandered,  than  that  Engliih  men  fhould  be 
Slaughtered. 

If  our  Englifli  troops  are  not  to  be  fent  again  to  the  CoatU 
nent,  where  is  the  neceifity  of  fuch  an  inereafe  in  the  t'da- 
blifliment  ?  And  if  -they  are  to  be  fent  there,.  \\;i at  iecret 
charm,  what  viftonary  fcheme,  induces  us  to  fend  tiicm  to  a 
place,  from  whence  we  never  can  indulge  a  hope  of  f  jcing 
them  return  ?  *    ' 

Is  there  any  Gentleman  to  come  forward  with  feme  new 
idea  of  marching  to  Paris  ?  and  are  we  again  t«;  b«  u  kl  v  hnt 
fortified  towns  there  are  to  conquer,  and  liow  tlie  mode«  of 

C^ll- 
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•  c<xi<}ueft  arc  to  be  enforced  ?  We  h^vc  heroes  that  arc  greater 
than  the  greateft  heroes  in  hid  or/  or  romance  ;  but  unfo»- 
mtcly  their  means  were  inadequate  to  their  undertakings. 

Mr.  Fox  took  a  {horc  view  of  the  condu^^  of  Admiiniftra^ 
tion  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  maintained  that 
they  had  purfued.many  meafares  whicli  were  highly  iojuriow 
to  the  intcreiUof  this  country,  and  omitted  others  by  u^ich 
wefhouid  have  been  highly  benefited.  Have  they  ftated  how 
it  happened  that  we  have  been  (o  repeated^  unfuccefsful  ?*«- 
HaB  k  been  for  want  of  force  enough  ?  When  the  French, 
jnadc  an  impreffion  to  the  Weftward,  Lord  Moira  was  never 
fent  to  aflift  our  troops  till  the  laft.  The  fiege  of  Ypces  too 
was  fimilar.  And  after  all  this,  was  it  not  more  than  a  Bri- 
ftih  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  bear,  that  a  mighty  asnif 
■was  to  b6  put  under  the  dire^iion  of  men  who  had  gone  fo  far . 
towards  the  ruin  of  their  cauntry,  and  who  would  not  give  as' 
much  as  an  account  of  their  condu£^.  What,  he  would  aik 
again,  did  the  minifter  mean  by  an  afifi»£ied  fneer,  that  it  was 
the  failiion  to  cali  this  a  difgraceful  war  ?  Would  be  atr 
cettipC  t6  deny  that  aiTertion  ?  Would  he  fay  it  was  not  dif- 
«ftrDt»s»  calamitous,  and  disgraceful?  Would  he  coo^re 
it  wich  any  other  in  which  this  country  had  ever  been  engaged^ 
'Would  he  compare  the  ^nts  of  it  with  thofe  of  any  other 
war  i  Man  by  man,  guinea  by  guinea,  town  by  town,  )e&4 
•uxmj  by  army  defeated  J 

Mr.  Fox  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  theUofles  of  Valeo* 
cieitBesi  Conde*  and  the  various  other  places,  until  he  caiasc 
to  the  fate  of  HbUand,  in  all  which  be  Caiw  nothing  oil  the 
part  iof  our  Adnniftration  but  arrogance  and  incapacity^-^ 
Were 'Hot  Vaknctennes  and  Cciadet  with  the  n)oft  ilupid  and 
lieCocced  ignorance,  left  only  to  a  garrlion  of  Emigrants,,  who 
nrerc  ail  thus  (hatnef ully  betrayed  to  death  and  butchery^?«-« 
What  fttch  minifters  do  not  like  to  hear  as*  accufation,  they 
«ttuft  urge  as  their  defence  when  the  time  comes,  and  the  time 
vriJl  come  when  they  muft  o£per  retribution.     This  might  ap^ 

Sarto  be  ftrong  language,  but  it  was  the  language  that  was 
iied  to  tlie  occafson.  Tliofc  mult  be  fuppoled  to  feel  deeply 
wl)o  have  fufiered.  He  knew  that  prefent  misfortunes  always 
appeared  greater  than  thofe  which  were  feen  in  diflant  perfpeo- 
five.  He  did  not  wiOi  to  fay  any  thing  of  himfelf,  but  he 
iiad  no  doubt,  that  if  his  counfel  had  been  fuiiowed  even  a 
long  time  after  the  war  began,  we  might  have  faved  Holland* 
Was4ie  to  be  told  that  it  was  the  fashion  to  call  this  a  difgrace- 
-fttl  war  ?  it  was  the  failiion  with  him  to  fay  what  he  knew* 
mii  it  bugbt  to  be  the  fafhion  with  the  people  to  esprefa  wIhhl 
xfaqr  f eU. 

With 
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With  itffc€t  to  the  finauce  and  refouroea  of  thi^  ooundry^ 
lie  admitted  them  to  be  high,  but  be  defired.it  to  be  ttmtm^ 
bcred  alfe>  that  the  debt  wiiich  we  already  owed  was  extremdf 
great ;  and  if  we  proceeded  much  further  in  thia  rainoiia  wai^ 
it  might  come  to  be  a  queftion,  What  were  th^  refources  hf^ 
which  we  might  pay  off*  the  imeteft  of  our  debt|  and  fupport 
the  government?  The  Right  Hon. Gentleman  had  dwek 
«attch  on  our  refourcesj  but  he  appears  not  to  have  weighed, 
the  preffiire  of  the  taxes  which  were  to  be  impofed  in  the  pr«v 
fent  year,  and  which  muft  be  laid  on  in  the  next,  evcti  if  ai 
peace  was  imniediately  to  be  conclu^ied.  If  the  prefent  wai 
not  the  laft,  it  was  certainly  an  approach  to  our  laft  ftake* 
This  war  had  deeply  affe£ted  even  our,refources  already :  It  hail 
afie£ked  our  manufactures  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  ;  i£ 
die  minifter  doubted  it,  a  Righjt  Hon.  Gentleman  aeair  Jbim 
(Mr.  Windham)  would  give  him  fome  information  (torn  his 
eonftituent^  upon  that  fubje£i ;  but  if  th^  was  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  our  own  manufadures,  before  we  loft  Hollasd  a» 
an  ally  tnd  a  cuftomer,  what  was  to  be  the  cafe  j^fter  Ho^ 
land  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the;  French  ?  He  had  faeand  k 
(aid  that  the  credit  of  the  two  countries  was  iotettwifted : 
That  in  particular  the  bank  of  linglaxid,  and  the  Bank  of 
Amfterdam,  were,  in  point  of  ooscern  to.  us,  ope  and  ibn 
fame  thing :  This  was  the  language  held  out  in  order  to  get  ua 
into  this  war  ;  he  admitted  it  was  not  ufed  by  the  nsii>iReri» 
but  they  all  fiiftred  it  to  have  its  weight  at  the  time  it  was  uu 
tcred,— they  faid  nothing  to  .(hew  tl>e  fallacy  of  it*  If,  «« 
the  other  hattd,  there  be  no  fallacy  in  it,  what  was  the  $ttia^ 
tton  of  Amftcrdani)  and  confequently  the  iituation  of  thji 
Country,  at  this  very  moment  ?  He  was  fure  he  dicf  not  know  9 
tod  he  was  afraid  the  minifter  did  not  know.  The  arrived  o{ 
the  family  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  was  a  melancholy  pro« 

Sbftic  of  the  fate  of  Holland.  He  was  afraid,  too,  that  tfao 
Itch  would  be  of  opinion  that  our  benign  friemd&iip,  our 
greait  good-will^  had  ruined  them.  Indeed  there  was  too  m«tch 
leaCon  to  fiifpe^  that  this  was  true,  with  regard  to  the  Dtttehi 
bucs  tts  to  otirfehrcB,  wewere  ina  fin^ulariituatioo-i  we  were 
the  only  power  in  Europe  'vrho  refidcd  to  acksowiod^  tho 
|>refejlt  gowemteent  of  France  1  all  the  others  had  virtuaSIy 
done  fo.  We  were  now  about  to  perfuade  the  Emperor,  hj 
Vieans  of  fix  milltons  of  money,  to  pretend  to  change  im 
opinion  upon  that  fubjedl,  after  having  given  Aip  the  oonten^ 
tion  rc{jpe£ling  it  ae  Archdoke  of  Auitria  and  King  of 'Bo* 
faemtai  after  we  had  tried  others  in  vain  upon  the  faoie  oeq^^ 
fion.  Good  God  I  that  a  minifter,  who  had  brought  us  into 
this  calamitous  and  difgraceful  fituation^  (liould  come  to  die 

3  Wo^f^ 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  and  cxpcGt  confidence  as  to  his  future 
operations  !  Still  more  deplorable  it  was,  that  there  fliould  be 
a  Moufe  of  Commons  who  would  bear  it :  In  this  there  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fomething  fadly  inaufpicious  and  alarm* 
ingly  ominous.  The  duty  of  the  minifter  was  to  come  to  that 
Houfe,  and  to  exprefs  himfelf  only  in  tones  of  forrow  and 
contrition ;  and  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  in  his  opinion,  after 
what  they  heard  from  the  minifter,  was  to  exprefs  their  in- 
dignation at  his  arrogance.  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  (hould  not  have  entered  fo  much  into  the  various  points 
he  had  infiftcd  on  that  night,  if  the  minifter  had  not  by  his 
manner  of  difcufltng  this  queftion  treated  that  Houfe,  and  the 
people  of  this  country,  with  fo  much  contempt ;  for  what  was 
It  but  contempt  to  treat  with  levity,  complaints  againft  a 
war,  the  moft  calamitous  in  which  this  country  was  ever 
engaged  ? 

T^  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqt4er  faid,  the  Committee  would 
not  be  furprifed,  if  he  folicited  attention  for  a  few  minutes. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  h§dt 
in  every  part  of  his  fpeech,  moft  completely  mifreprefcnted 
him,  and,  in  many  iriftances,  in  a  manner  fo  grofs  and  pal- 
pable, that  it  muft  have  been  obvious  to  eVery  Gentloman  ia 
the  Houfe.  In  order  to  dete£k  thefe  various  mifreprcfcnia- 
tions,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  follow  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman alraoft  through  the  whole  of  his  fp^cch ;  and  when 
they  were  once  taken  away,  all  the  charges  fo  triumphantly  ad- 
vanced would  fink  to  the  ground.  In  the  iirft  place,  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  charged  him  with  having  called-for  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Houfe,  as  a  preparatory  ftep  to  their  granting 
the  fupplies  that  had  been  moved  tor — Not  one  word  that 
cQuld  be  tortured  into  fuch  a  meaning,  had  dropt  from  him 
during  the  debate.  It  was  the  exigencies  of  the  State  that 
called  for  thcfe  extraordinary  fupplies ;  it  was  upon  the  efti- 
mates  laid  upon  the  table  that  the  Houfe  were  to  found  their 
vote,  and  not  upon  any  unufual  confidence  in  miniftera. 
Whether  or  no  the  Houfe  afted  wifely  in  placing,  not  a  blind 
and  unlimited,  but  a  juft  and  conftitutional  confidence  in  mi- 
nifters,  would  be  manifefted  by  the  event. 

But  what  was  the  confideuce  which  he  had  exprefied,  and 
which  he  had  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  feel  ?  It  was  a  confidence 
that,  in  a  con  reft  fo  momentous  as  the  prefent,  all  the  innate 
fpirit  and  vigour  of  this  country  would  burft  forth  into  adion. 
It  was  a  confidence  in  the  firmnefs,  the  zeal,  and  ardour 
of  the  people,  in  the  fkill,  in  the  courage,  in  the  perfeverance 
of  our  armies  and  of  our  fleets.  It  was  a  confidence  in  the 
induftry,  hi  the  manufa^ures,  in  the  commerce^  in  the  in« 
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creafing  rcfourccs  of  this  country — refourccs,  not  diminiflied 
by  war,  but  which  fcem  to  increafc  in  proportion  to  our  nc- 
ceffities.  It  was  a  confidence  founded  upon  the  credit  of  this 
country,  unimpaired  by  war,  fuperior  to  temporary  attacks, 
and  fully  able  to  fuftain  a  loan  as  large  as  the  neccfiities  of  the 
(late  had  called  tor.  It  was  upoh  thefe  general  grounds  com- 
bined that  he  had  expreffed  his  confidence,  and  furely  they 
were  fufEcient  to  infpire  it.  If  to  place  reliance  upon  fuch 
grounds  as  thefe,  was  folly — if  to  proclaim  that  reliance  waa 
arrogance,  of  both  he  was  guilty.  He  trufted  that  all  the  at- 
tempts of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  deceive  the  Houfe 
in  that  refpeft  would  be  vain.  He  ftated  under  a  general  pro- 
pofition  under  the  title  of  confidence,  what  was  applicable  in 
a  qualified  fenfe  to  particular  confiderations,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  any  confidence  which  any  minifter  might  think  fit  to' 
afk,  or  any  Parliament  fliould  think  wife  to  grant ;  it  was  not 
an  attempt  which  any  perfon  feeling  manfully  on  the  fubjeft 
would  be  induced  to  make,  and  was  unwortny  of  the  Right 
Hon,  Gentleman  who  made  it,  and  could  be  confident  only 
with  a  difpofition  to  damp  the  ardour  and  to  fetter  the  exer- 
tions of  the  people  of  this  country.  This  was  the  more  ex- 
traordinary, as  that  Gentleman  had  already  pledged  himfelf  to 
a  declaration  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  greatefl  exertions  are  ne- 
ccfliiry  at  this  time  on  tlie  part  of  this  country.  But  when  he 
had  expofed  all  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman's  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  determine  to  whom 
the  charge  of  arrogance  was  mod  applicable. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  next  charged  him  with 
levity,  in  fpeaking  of  the  events  of  the  war :  Whether  he  had 
talked  lightly  of  them  or  not,  he  fubmitred  to  the  recolleflion 
of  the  Houfe ;  and  to  the  fame  tribunal  he  would  leaVe  it  to 
decide  whether,  in  treating  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  war, 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  fpeaking  in  a  tone  of  exultation, 
coupled  with  an  affefled  lamentation,  had  or  had  not  difplayed 
a  degree  of  triumph  which  the  detail  of  our  misfortunes  was 
but  ill  calculated  to  infpire.  But  in  what  manner  had  he 
treated  them  with  levity  ?  Had  he  attempted  to  conccjjl  or  to 
deny  any  part  of  our  ill  fuccefs?  On  the  contrary,  he  had,  in 
the  moft  explicit  terms,  acknowledged  our  want  of  fuccefs  in- 
various  particulars.  But  what  followed  from  thofe  temporary 
calamities — thatwefhould  give  up  the  contell  indefpuir ;  that 
we  fhould  humble  ourfelves  before  the  enemy  of  mankind  ? 
No,  it  fliould  induce  the  people  to  redouble  their  energy,  and 
to  call  forth  all  their  force  in  defence  of  their  country.  He 
was  ready  to  admit  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  at  pre-  - 
fent  was  fuch  as  created  in  his  mind  a  reafonable  degree  of 
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slarm,  but  it  was  aa  alarm  rather  at  poffiUe  than  at  probable 
events.  It  was  an  alarm  fuch  as  every  man  muft  feel  when 
engaged  in  a  doubtful  conteft ;  but  it  was  a  feeling  very  dif- 
ferent indeed  from  difmay  or  defpair^  with  which  neither  the 
exaggerated  fuccefTes  of  the  enemy,  nor  the  prefiure  of  teoi« 
porary  misfortune,  could  infptre  him. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  then  proceeded  to  charge 
him  with  having  faid  that  it  was  a  fafliion  to  call  this  war, 
difaflrous.  It  was  true  he  had  ufed  that  expreflion.  It  was 
a  fafliion  with  a  fet  of  people  in  this  country,  to  reprefent 
every  event  which  happened  as  a  misfortune  to  u&  But  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  farther,  and  befides  term- 
ing the  war  unfortunate,  he  had  called  it  difgraceful.  And 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  charged  minifters  with  the  whole 
of  the  dtf|;race,  and  with  being  the  authors  of  all  the  calamity 
that  has  hitherto  attended  it,  and  then  defired  them  to  put  as 
much  blame  as  they  were.able  on  the  generals  who  commanded 
the  troops. 

This,  aS'far  as  it  was  a  matter  of  advice,  he  did  not  thank 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  for,  and  was  what  he  would  not  follow. 
That  we  had  in  many  inftances  failed,  he  had  already  admitted  | 
but  that  in  any  one  inftance  we  had  incurred  difgrace,  he  po-* 
fitively  denied.  Whatever  might  be  the  event  of  this  war» 
whether  favourable  to  England  or  not,  the  (kill  and  bravery  of 
her  forces  by  fea  and  land,  would  (hine  in  the  page  of 
hiftory  j  they  had  even  added  to  their  former  character.  In 
fa£^  our  army  never  ftood  higher  in  point  of  military  glory, 
for  &ill,  valour,  and  perfeverance,  and,  until  lately,  they  had 
been  fuccefsful  in  every  inftance.  He  wiOied  to  aflc,  whether 
this  war  had  been  fo  uniformly  unfortunate  as  it  was  the ' 
fafhion  to  reprefent  it.  Look  to  the  naval  war,  docs  that  afford 
matter  of  defpair .''  Look  to  the  war  out  of  Europe,  has  that 
been  uniformly  unfortunate  ? — In  both  we  have  the  moft  folid 
ground  of  exultation.  Look  at  the  pecuniary  refources,  at 
the  credit,  at  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and  the  balance  ia 
infinitely  in  our  favour. —  Thefe  were  the  reafons  why  he  had 
complained  of  that  fafliion  of  dwelling  with  a  kind  of  malign 
oant  fatisfaftion  upon  the  calamities  of  the  country,  and  ap- 
plying the  coarfe  epithet  "  difgraceful"  to  the  war.  It  wa* 
not  his  intention  to  enter  in  detail  into  all  the  operations  of 
our  forces  Uft  campaign,  as  that  was  not  exa£lly  the  proper 
time  for  fuch  inveftigation.  It  was  true,  that  when  the  Houfe 
was  confidcring  the  army  eftimates,  it  was  not  irregular  to 
animadvert  upon  the  operations  of  the  army.  Indeed,  there 
were  ftw  points  brought  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
in  which  Gcntfcmcn  might  not,  if  they  thought  proper,  find 
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an  opportunity  of  throwing  out  invcftivesagainft  miniftcts— 
But  if  he  were  even  to  go  the  length  of  admitting  that  every 
affertion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  founded  in  faft, 
and  that  ail  his  inferences  were  juftly  and  correAly  drawn 
from  thofe  fafts,  ftill,  as  far  as  related  to  the  queftion  then  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  his  arguments  had  no  kind  of  application  to 
it.  If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  really  ferious  in  think- 
ing that  the  miniftefs  were  fo  ftupid,  fo  utterly  incapable  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  as  he  had  repreiented— 
if  it  was  true,  that  every  failure  which  we  have  experienced 
during  the  war,  was  attributable  folfciv  to  minifters — if  all  this 
was  true,  what  fcSllowed  i  To  refule  the  neccflary  fuppKea> 
and  that  we  were  to  have  no  army ;  for  that  was  the  queftio^ 
before  the  Houfe.  If  the  Houie  (hould  be  convinced  that 
minifters  had  a^ed  improvidentty  and  negligently,  did  it 
therefore  follow  that  all  our  exertions  Ihould  ftop,  and  that 
we  (hould  throw  ourfelves  upon  the  mercy  of  our  enemy  i 

He  believed,  however,  th.it  the  obje£l  of  the  Right  Hon. 
gentleman  was  extremely  different — but  perhaps  he  felt  a  de- 
gree of  delicacy  in  ftating  it.  He  would  relieve  his  delicacy^ 
and  ftate  it  for  him.  His  purpofe',  in  endeavouring  thus  to 
overwhelm  minifters  with  charges,  was  to  difplace  them — this 
was  his  grand  objefl ;  but  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  need  not 
haVe  k\t  fo  mucn  delicacy  upon  this  fubjeft.  If  he  could  prove^ 
to  the  fatisfa£bion  of  the  Houfe,  that  thofe  who  were  now  iti 
his  Majeft/s  councils  are  utterly  incapable  of  dircfting  the 
affairs  of  this  country,  let  him  doi^.  Let  him  propofe  an  ad- 
drefs  to,  the  Throne,  praying  his  Majefty  to  difmifs  his  prefent 
ferVants,  as  being  wholly  unfit  for  their  fituation.  His  Ma- 
jefty, upon  fuch  an  addrefs,  would  certainly  comply  with  its 
r^queft  5  but  even  then  the  purpofe  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemati 
would  not  be  anftn^red,  for  he  could  not  fucceed  to  office  un« 
iefs  he  was  able  to  convince  that  Houfe — unlefs  he  was  able 
to  f^tisfy  the  people  of  England — that  the  more  powerful,  and 
confcquently  the  more  dangerous  the  enemy  became,  the  Icfs 
Ure  (hould  prepare  to  rcfift  tnem — that  the  more  their  refources 
increafed,  the  more  we  ihould  dccreafe  ours — that  the  mo- 
ment when  the  enemy  was  fluihed  with  the  infolence  of  con- 
•queft,  was  precifely  the  moment  in  which  *we  (hoirid  fue  for 
peace:  Unlefs  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  could  fatisfy  the 
Houfe  and  the  country  of  all  thefe  fafts,  he  would  derive  no 
henefit  by  driving  the  prefent  Adminiftration  from  their 
places,  for  he  would  not  fucceed  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand; 
he  could  do  fo,  then  his  attack  on  minifters  ought  to  come  in  a 
*  ihape  different  ffom  what  it  had  at  prefent ;  and  if  fuch  an  at- 
>tack  was  to  come  at  al)>  it  might  a$  well  come  from  that  Right 
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Hon.  Gentleman  as  any  other  Member  of  Parliament.— But 
what  were  the  points  of  proof  of  the  deficiency  in  the  Ad- 
miniilration  ?  And  what  were  the  charges  which  had  been 
brought  againft  minifters  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  and 
by  the  Hon.  Officer  who  preceded  him  ?  The  firft  fubjeS  of 
charge  was  relative  to  the  expedition  undertaken  oy  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  to  the  Well  Indies. 

It  was  faid,  that  the  forces  allotted  to  that  expedition  were 
not  adequate  to  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking ;  and  it  was 
alfo  dated,  that  iO|Goo  men  were  proniifed,  but  that  part  of  the 
tropps  deilined  for  that  fcrvice  had  been  ftolen  from  the  officer 
who  commanded  that  expedition.  This  mode  of  reafoning 
was  as  curious  as  it  was  new.  It  was  founded  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition,  that  whenever  a  body  of  troops  were  put  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  for  any  particular  purpofe,  they  be« 
came,  as  it  were,  the  property  of  that  officer;  and  if  the  exi- 
gency of  affiairs  fhould  induce  the  Executive  Government  to 
•mploy  a  part  of  thofe  troops  in  another  fervice,  then  the 
troops  fo  taken  are  to  be  confidered  as  ftolen  from  the  offiooT 
under  whom  they  were  origiitally  placed.  It  was  certainly 
true,  that  a  part  of  the  troops  originally  intended  for  the  Weft 
Indies,  had  been  withdrawn,  for  the  purpofe  of  an  expedition, 
which,  from  the  pofture  of  affiiirs  at  that  time,  was  likely  foon 
to  take  place,  and  which,  if  it  could  have  been  carried  into^ 
cfFedb,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  attended  with  very 
beneficial  confequences :  He  meant  the  expedition  which  was 
then  in  agitation  againft  the  coaft  of  France. — ^That  expedition 
did  not  take  place,  from  circumftances  which  minifters  could 
neither  forefee  nor  prevent — Men  could  not  command  events  ^ 
they  could  only  judge  from  probabilities,  and  a£l  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  reafon. 

But  when  minifters  were  accufcd  for  fending  a  force  to  the 
Weft  Indies  utterly  inadequate  to  the  obje3.  Gentlemen 
fhould  recollect  what  was  the  refult  of  that  expedition.  It 
fucceeded  in  every  part.  The  force  employed  had  confe- 
quently  been  decided  to  have  been  adequate  to  the  fervice,  as^ 
every  tning  had  been  done  which  had  at  any  time  been  in  con- 
templation of  Government.  He  did  not  wxlh  to  dctraft  from 
the  merit  of  the  officers  who  commanded  upon  that  occafion ; 
lie  was  convinced  that  it  was  to  their  fuperior  (kill  and  inde- 
fatigable perfeverance  that  the  conquefts  were  in  a  great  degree 
to  be  attributed  \  they  had  done  flgnal  fervices  to  their  country, 
and  had  acquired  the  utmoft  honour  for  themfelves.  All  he 
8i(ked  of  the  candour  of  Gentlemen  was,  that  when  an  expe- 
dition had  beien  fo  completely  fuccefsful,  they  would  not  ac» 
.  tufe  mioiiters  of  having  feat  aa  ififufficitst  force,  when  i( 
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^as  undeniable  that  the  force  fent  had  atchieved  its  obje£b* 
With  refpeft  to  the  other  charge,  of  not  having  taken  any 
meafures  to  fend  out  fuccours  to  thofe  iflands — here  again^  be 
contendedt  minifters  were  not  entitled  to  blame ;  every  pof- 
fible  exertion  had  been  made  to  fend  out  fupplies  to  the  Well 
Indies ;  they  had  in  fome  in&ances  been  retarded,  but  from 
caufes  which  could  not  be  prevented.  The  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman then  adverted  to  the  campaign  in  Flanders,  and  cxh 
deavoured,  with  much  ingenuity,  to  place  Adminiilration  in 
a  dilemma;  but  th§re  was  more  ingenuity  than  juilice  in  the 
argument,  there  not  having  been  any  mifmanagement  in  tbi 
Adminiilration,  nor  in  the  officers  or  troops  ;  the  loffes  whick 
we  had  met  with  arofe  from  a  chain  of  concurring  caufes  aud 
thavoidable  accidents,  each  depending  upon  its  own  nice  and  * 
particular  nature,  but  which  were  neither  to  be  avoided  nor 
forefeen,  many  of  them  fuch  as  could  not  reafonably  be  con- 

{'eflured  before  they  happened  -,  the  highcft  degree  of  proba- 
lility  being,  that  the  events  would  have  happened  the  other 
way;  and  to  impute  them  to  Adminiftratlon  was  juft  as  wi& 
as  to  impute  to  tlicm  the  prefent  fevere  froft.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  iir(l  of  all  fuppofes  that  all  our  allies  have,  im 
every  inftancc,  a£ted  up  to  their  engagements  and  to  our  ex- 
pe£lation6;  he  fuppofes  that  in  every  one  of  the  operations 
upon  thccontinent  tliere-  was  tlie  mod  perfedl  unanimity^  that 
every  one  of  the  generals  conduced  themfelves  in  a  wayta 
fet  military  criticifm  at  defiance.  Then,  Giys  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman,  triuhiphantly,  if  with  fuch  exertions  a^  tfaeib 
you  have  failed,  how  can  you  hope  to  be  more  fucce£sful  in 
future? 

^Thc  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  immediately  turns  fliort  round, 
and  defcribea  the  pifture  in  the  other  extreme :  He  fuppofes  a. 
lotal  want  of  co-operation  among  the  allies — he  fuppofes  that 
all  the  plans  on  the  continent  have  been  undertaken  without 
judgment,  and  conduced  without  energy ;  and  then  he  aiks 
what  reafon  we  have  to  expe£l  that  our  exertions  will  be  more 
ably  or  more  effeflually  conduced  in  future?  If  either  of  thcpo- 
fitions  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  juftified  by  the  fa£l,  tlierc 
might  be  fome  difficulty  in  denying  his  inferences — But  it 
feemed  never  to  occur  to  him  that  there  was  a  medium  be- 
tween the  two  extremes,  which  came  to  the  real  truth  of  the 
cafe-  There  certainly  was  much  to  lament,  foraething  tocen- 
fure,  but  nothing  to  deprive  us  of  hope.  That  fome  of  our 
,  allies  had  not  in  every  particular  anfwered  our  expe£lations, 
he  was  ready  to  admit  now — he  had  never  denied  it — perhaps 
fome  of  our  allies,  the  mod  nearly  conncfted  with  us  in  point 
of  intereft,  are  the  moft  liable  to  this  obfcrv<uion.  But  the 
"fcour  wheji  tliat  unhappy  people  were  expofed  to  every  ca- 
3  lamitf 
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hinity  to  which  the  fucccfs  of  a  furious  enemy  could  make 
them  liable,  was  not  the  proper  time  for  complaint — Hitf 
objcd  was  not  to  accufc  tnc  fallen,  but  to  flicw  that  the 
charges  advanced  again (t  the  Government  were  without 
foundation. 

It  was  not  fufficient,  in  order  to  attach  euilt  upon  miniftersi 
to  (hew  that  the  alFies  were  unfortunate  ni  Flanders,  or  that 
Holland  bad  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  enemy ;  it  mufl  be  proved 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  want  of  attention,  to  the  breach  of 
faith,  or  to  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Englifh  Government.  In 
ivhat  one  of  thefe  particulars  could  any  charge  be  made?  Did 
not  England  adhere  fcrupuloufly  to  her  treaties  ?  Did  (he  not 
zQ.  vigoroufly  in  the  common  caufe  ?  Did  (he  not  encou- 
rage the  allies  by  her  example,  as  well  as  by  exhortation  } 
Throughout  the  whole  war,  the  faith  and  honour  of  England 
had  been  kept  inviolate. 

He  had  been  accufed  of  fpeaking  with  levity  upon  the  fubje£l 
of  the  war  ;  he  ielt  for  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  as  a 
man  and  as  an  EngUlhman,  but  he  could  take  no  fliame  to  him- 
felf,  for  misfortunes  which  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  prevent,  nor  pretend  to  feel  contrition  where  there 
was  no  real  caufe  for  repentance. 

The  next  ground  ©f  charge  chofen  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  rather  of  a  fingular  nature }  he  dated  it  as  a  matter 
of  accufation  agatnft  his  Majefty's  minifters,  that  the  Englifli 
army  had  not  been  withdrawn  Irom  the  continent  fooner.— 
But  furely  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  could  not  be  ferious  in 
diis  part  of  his  charge,  or  did  he  mean  that  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  would  treat  an  ally  ?  Would  it  have 
been  confiftent  with  that  good  faith,  which  it  is  the  boaft  of  Eng- 
land always  to  have  kept,  to  have  abandoned  our  'allies  on  the 
approach  of  danger  ?  Would  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  have 
advifed  us  to  have  withdrawn  our  forces,  while  the  frontier  was 
defenfible  ?  "  But  (fays  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman),  when  yo|i 
found  the  Dutch  were  negociating  for  a  peace,  you  might  have 
fecured  the  retreat  of  your  army."  Sir,  faid  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  if  we  wiflied  tliem  to  obtain  an  honourable 
peace,  (hould  we  have  taken  the  proper  fteps  to  obtain  it  for 
them  by  withdrawing  our  army,  and  leaving  them  to  the  temUr 
mercies  of  the  French  ?  It  was  to  her  ill-judged  confidence  in 
the  faith  of  France,  that  Holland^ might  m  lome  degree  attri- 
bute her  deftruftion  :  On  that  faith  it  was  that  the  people  oT 
England  were  recommended  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
friends  to  place  implicit  reliance.  Were  thefe  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  come  into  Admini- 
ftration  ?  would  he  lay  it  down  that  we  (hould  withdraw  our 

oport  from  our  allies  tlie  moment  our  alGftance  becamp  criti- 
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cally  neceflary  ?  would  he  negotiate  a  peace  with  France  for 
this  country)  as  he  feeros  to  diink  it  to  have  been  negotiated 
for  Holland, by  throwing  ourfelves  entirely  on  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  and  commencing  the  negotiation,  by  depriving  our- 
felves of  the  means  of  refiftance  ?  Was  there  any  alternative 
as  to  the  condu£t  this  country  was  to  have  adopted^  with  regard 
to  Holland,  provided  it  was  underftood  as  a  fixed  principle, 
that  the  faith  of  England  ought  never  to  be  violated  i  Or  would 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  undertaice  to  point  out  the  precife  mo* 
mentat  which  the  danger  of  our  ally  became  fo  imminent  that 
we  fliould  be  juftified  in  conGdering  our  contracts  as  diflblved 2 
It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  fate 
of  the  gallant  army  on  the  continent ;  their  condu£l  was  above 
all  the  feeble  praife  he  could  give  it ;  their  exertions  in  the 
defence  of  Holland  had  exceeded  even  the  mod  illuftrious  ex* 
^mples  i  and  he  felt  infinite  fatisfadtion  in  the  hope  they  were 
aow  in  a  place  of  fafety  and  of  comparative  reft,  hi  the  gene* 
Tal  anxiety  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  cenfure  minifters,  every 
f\xh\\c  calamity  is  attributed  to  them  ;  even  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon  is  brought  forward  as  a  crime  againft  them.  But  he 
would  venture  to  affert,  without  the  fear  of  being  contradided 
by  any  military  man,  that»  had  not  the  hand  of  God  rendered 
the  feafon  fo  uncommonly  fevere,  the  force  employed  by  Eng^ 
land  to  defend  Holland  would  have  been  found  adequate  to  the 
purpofe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  avoided  en- 
tering  at  large  into  any  of  the  various  topics  which  he  had 
touched  in  the  courfe  of  his  reply,  becaufe  the  time  would 
^ome  when  they  might  be  more  ph>perly  inveftigated ;  he  had 
been  led  to  take  this  general  view  of  the  queftion,  to  ihew  the 
total  wai^t  of  foundation  in  the  charge  brought  againft  Ad- 
min tftration. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  him,  after  what  they 
had  juft  heard,  to  enter  into  fome  explanation  of  what  he  had 
formerly  fpoken,  at  leaft  upon  one  or  two  points.  The  Hon^ 
Gentleman  feemed  hurt  that  he  (hould  have  ufed  fuch  an  ex« 
prelTipn  as  "  the  tender  mercy"  of  the  French ;  and,  with  all 
that  degree  of  mifreprefentation  of  which  he  fo  much  com* 
plained,  had  perverted  it  into  a  meaning  which  had  never  en* 
tered  into  his  mind.  What  he  meant  by  it  only  refpefled  thecon*  ** 
du£l  of  that  countrv^and  the  meafures  they  had  taken  with  re« 
gard  to  the  Royalifts  and  infurgents  in  La  Vendee.  Whether 
there  was  moft  mifreprefentation  in  what  he  had  faid,  or  in  what 
fell  from  the  Hon*  Gentleman,  he  would  leave  the  impreflioa 
upon  that  fubjeA  entirely  to  the  Houfe^who  had  fo  many  oppor- 
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tunitics  of  knowing  how  much  he  was  inclined  to  mifreprefent 
ebie£ls  of  difcuflion  there  or  otherwife. 

In  another  material  point,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  h^d 
with  ecfual  grofllicfs  mifreprefentcd  him  :  Nothing  could  cer- 
tainlY  be  a  greater  pervcHion  of  meaning  than  the  manner  in 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  explained  the  ufe  he  had  made 
of  the  terms  calamitous,  difaftrous,  and  difgraccful,  as  applied 
to  the  war ;  With  regard  to  the  two  firft,  he  believed  there  wa$ 
aobody  in  or  out  of  that  Houfe  could  deny  that  they  were 
applicaUe  to  the  whole  of  the  war,  from  its  nrft  beginning  and 
continaance,  down  to  theprefent  moment }  and  as  to  the  word 
di%nice,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  declaring«that  he  meant  to 
apply  it  folely  to  the  condud  of  Ad'miniftration,  and  could  not 
for  a  moment  let  it  be  fuppofed,  as  the  Hon!  Gentleman  had 
infinnatedythat  he  had  the  moil  diftant  idea  of  attaching  it  to  the 
merits,  the  charafkers,  or  the  conduft  of  cither  the  generals, 
the  officers,  or  the  men,  who  had  been  fo  dreadfully  employed 
in  chofe  fcenes  of  difappointment,  difafter,  and  calamity,  which 
Dotwithftanding  their  bed  exertions,  and  great  and  gallant  thefe 
exertions  undoubtedly  were,  had  uniformly  attended  the  execu- 
tion of  everyone  of  the  miferableplans  which  Adminiftrationhad 
adopted  f orthe  profecution  of  their  favourite,  though  ruinous  war. 
As  to  the  merits  of  the  officers  and  men,  it  had  often  been  his 
happinefs  to  have  the  honour  pf  pay  iqg  the  tributes  of  praife  and 
admiration  fo  judly  due  to  their  valour,  gallantry,  and  exer-< 
tions ;  and  though  it  might  be  thought  in  fome  degree  pride 
and  vanity  in  him  to  fay  it,  there  certainly  was  one  reafon,' 
which,  independent  of  all  others,  muft  induce  him  to  be  partial 
to  their  conduft— he  was  nearly  related  to  many  who  had  been* 
tfaemoft  a£live  and  in  the  mod  arduous  fituations  in  this  war, 
and  with  others  he  was  fo  much  conneftcd  by  the  ties  of  friend- 
ffiip*  and  good  wifhes,  that  he  certainly  would  derive  no  honour 
or  fattsfa£tton  by  publiihing  their  difgracc,  even  if  any,  which 
he  would  not  allow  to  be  the  cafe,  had  fallen  to  their  (hare. 
The  more  the  miniders  enlarged  upon  the  (kill  and  courage  of 
die  army,  the  more  they  convifted  thcmfelves  j  for  it  was  one 
of  the  charges  which  he  brought  againd  them,  that  their  du-r 
pidity  was  to  inveterate,  that  their  ignorance  was  fo  incurable, 
that  all  the  exertions  of  the  army  and  the  navy  could  not  coun*^ 
tera£k  the  baleful  effcfts  of  their  want  of  capacity.  It  was  to 
ininiders  only,  therefore,  that  he  attached  tbofe  fevere  but  judly- 
earned  epithets;  they  had  fully  (hewn  their  imbecility,  by 
plunging  the  country  into  the  war,  and  their  incapacity  ever 
fince  to  condu£l  it— a  war  which  was,  fo  far  as  the  events 
km}  (bcwn^  oii  their  part,  to  be  called  the  mod  calamitous, 

difadrons, 
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djfaftrous,  and  difgraceful  war  that  this  country  bad  ever 
feen. 

As  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  obfcrvations  about  the  country 
npt  being  at  its  laft  ftake  as  to  refources,  he  would  only  fay, 
that  whatever  the  country  might  now  be  difpofed  to  feel  on 
that  head,  it  was  very  plain  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  from 
his  words  and  condu^,  was  near  being  at  an  end;  if  not  at  the 
]aft  ftake,  of  his  refources.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  called  upon  . 
him  to  move  an  Addrefs  to  his  M:(jefty  to  difmlfs  his  mtnifters 
but  that  motion,  from  whatever  quarter  it  might  pr6perly  come 
depended  more  on  time,  and  to  be  called  for  by  circumftances, 
than  by  the  haughtv  fuegeftions  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman.  ^*  The 
experience  I  have  nad,  *  faid  Mr.  Fox,  <*  of  the  fate  of  Addrefles 
of  a  fimilar  nature  formerly,  would  not  make  me  very  fanguine 
in  my  expeftations  of  one  at  prefent ;  but  perhaps  thofc  Gentle- 
men who  have  lately  joined  minifters,  have  carried  at  leaft 
fome  of  their  principles  into  the  Cabinet  with  them,  and  the 
vote  of  the  Houfe  ot  Commons  will  not  longer  be  treated  with 
indifference/'  Whether  there  would  be  policy  in  bringing  for-^ 
ward  fuch  a  motioo  at  this  time,  he  was  not  to  argue,  but  at 
this  junAure  it  became  his  duty,  and  that  of  the  Houfe,  to  call 
upon  minifters  for  an  explanation  of  their  conduct,  before  they 
voted  fix  millions  more  of  their  conftituents'  money  into  hands 
that  had^proved  themfelves  fo  miferably  and  completely  incom.^ 
petent  to  the  condu£l  of  the  war,  and  fo  utterly  unfit  in  every 
refpe^l  for  the  truft  and  confidence  fo  repeatedly  claimed  on 
their  part  and  repofed  in  them.  As  a  Member  of  Parliament 
he  had  a  right  to  fix  blame  upon  minifters,  and  to  call  upon 
them  at  leaft  for  explanation.  One  thing,  indeed,  he  was  glad 
to  hear  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  was,  that  when 
that  Houfe  thould  diink  fit  to  addrefs  the  King  to  difmifs  his 
prefent  minifters,  the  Hon.  Gentlenian  would  be  ready  to 
comply  with  their  wiihes.  His  happinefs  at  fuch  a  removal  he 
might  fairly  ftate,  without  the  leaft  idea  of  being  fufpefted  that 
he  wifhed  to  become  his  fuccefibr,  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  hit 
mtfcondud  had  placed  the  country ;  for  nobody  could  think 
him  fo  old)  fo  completely  in  dotage,  as  to  envy  fuch  a  minifter 
in  fo  involved  and  deploiHible  a  dilemma  as  die  Hon.  Gentle*- 
man  maft  feel  himfelf  to  be ;  he  nevdr  could  be  of  fo  vicious  a 
tafte.  And  there  were  thofe  now  conne£ted  with  the  Ad« 
miniftration,  as  well  as  many  others  in  that  Houfe,  who  knew 
well  enough  that  an  exorbitant  love  of  place  could  never  be 
attributed  to  him.  Thus  much  he  would  fay,  bat  he  had  no 
wifli  to  diflemble  or  difguife  his  fentiments ;  if  the  people  with- 
out doors,  or  that  Houfe,  wifhed  for  negotiation,  and  if  nobody 
more  able,  though  many  there  were^  wotdd  come  forward,  in 

Vol.  .  I.  Qj[  obedience 


ft9<  W0ODPALL*S  PARUAMBNTART  REPORTS.       [Comioiit. 

obedience  to  that  wifli|  aidttovs.  as  the  tafk  was^  he  would 
accept  of  it,  and  exert  the  bed  of  his  judgment,  wifdom,  and 
experience,  to  promote  the  obje£l  in  view,  to  reftore  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  country,  and  fecure  its  honour  and  dignity  upoji 
the  bed  terms  that  could  be  obtuned.  He  then  entered  upon 
the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Holland,  and  its  relative  connexion 
with  this  country,  leaving,  as  queftions  for  future  difcuflion, 
how  far  we  had  kept  our  good  faith  with  them,  or  how  much 
they  had  deferved  tne  afliftance  that  we  had  forced  upon  them. 
When  he  had  dated  fairly  the  difaders  of  the  war,  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  talked  of  his  exultation  in  the  misfortunes  of  the 
country.  This  was  no  new  drain  of  declamation  :  It  was  ufed 
by  miniders  in  all  wars,  and  particularly  addreflfed  to  him  dur- 
ing the  American  wan  It  was  ridiculous  to  talk  of  prophecies, 
or  to  pretend  to  be  a  prophet}  but  in  that  Houfe  he  was  a  coun- 
fellor,  and  had  a  right  to  advife,  which  right  would  amount  to 
nothing,  if  he  were  not  permitted  to  date  what  common  fenfe, 
common  forefight,  and  a  moderate  degree  of  wifdom,  pointed 
out  as  circumftances  that  mud  follow  from  particular  conduffc 
at  the  time.  He  believed  that  Holland  might  have  been  with 
eafe  preferved,  if  we  had  flicwn  a  difpotition  to  negotiate  at  the 
bec[tnning  of  the  war.  Though  ne  was  not  one  of  thofe 
vinonaries  who  believed  it  poflible  to  edabliih  univerfal  peace, 
und  though  he  had  prepoiTeflions  in  favour  of  continental  con* 
iiexions,  yet,  he  thought  it  was  an  honour  to  have  been  in  the 
minority  on  the  quedion  of  war,  not  only  on  this  but  many 
other  occafions«  He  had  as.  good  an  opinion  of  the  refources 
of  this  country,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman ;  neither  had  he  any 
wifli  to  make  the  country  defpifed,  bad  as  our  fituation  was  ; 
he  only  widied  the  people  to  fee  that  fituation  adually  as  it 
was,  and  then  judge  for  themfelves,  who  were  mod  their  real 
friends,  thofe  who  informed  them  of  the  truth,  or  thofe  who 
deluded  them  by  artful  and  dangerous  concealment.  He  repeat* 
ed  that  he  had  never  been  a  friend  to  wars :  It  was  well  known, 
that  he  had  always  oppofed  the  American  war,  and  this  war  in 
every  dage  of  it.  Indeed  it  had  been  the  good  fortune  of  his 
life,  never  to  agree  to  any  of  thofe  meafures  which  had  brought 
upon  the  country  that  accumulated  mals  of  debts,  tates,  and 
grievous  burdens,  under  which  we  labour ;  for  this  he  had  the 
confolation  of  having  done  his  duty  according  to  his  own  con- 
fciencej  and  for  all  other  fort  of  approbation,  he  left  it  to  the 
country  to  do  him  whatever  judice  he  was  thought  to  merit. 
Mr.  Fox  concluded  his  reply  by  dating  that  the  quedion  for  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe  was,  whether  they  would  defer  the 
Edimatesof  the  army,  until  they  were  aflured  that  they  could 
augment  the  navy  eficftually :  Upon  that  point  he  entirely 
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agreed  withhU  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  HufTey),  thinking  as  he  did, 
that  the  falvation  of  the  country  depended  upon  its  navy. 

Mr.  Morris  Rohinfon  faid,  fo  great  a  friend  was  he  to  the 
extenfion  of  the  naval  force  of  the  country,  that  he  thought  it 
ought  to  take  place  at  this  time  in  preference  entirely  to  that  of 
the  army ;  and  as  a  friend  to  the  minifter,  he  would  advife 
him  not  to  bring  forward  the  Imperial  loan»  which  he  thought 
would  tend  to  continue  continental  connexions,  from  whicbj 
at  this  time,  we  (hould  rather,  extricate  ourfelves. 

Mr.  Hujfefs  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 

Mr,  Fox  wiflicd  to  be  informed  by  mini  Iters,  whether  his 
information  was  corre£t,  which  led-  him  to  believe  that  great 
inattention  and  negle£l  had  prevailed  in  our  hofpitals;  if  this 
was  fo,  it  was  a  very  ferious  grievance,  and  demanded  imme- 
diate confideration.  He  might  perhaps  be  anfwered  on  this 
point,  that  they  were  under  better  management  than  thofe  of 
oiir  allies ;  but  what  he  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  they 
were  in  the  ftate  in  which  they  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Secretary  at  War  candidly  acknowledged  that  his  inform- 
ation led  him  to  think  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  that 
there  had  been  inattention  and  much  confequent  diftrefs  in 
the  cafe  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  but  there  being  fo  many 
different  caufes  to  which  this  might  be  afcribed,  he  could 
not  pofitivcly  lay  the  blame  to  any  particular  department. 
From  what  he  had  feen  and  known  on  this  fubje£t,  it  was  his 
earned  wi(h  that  every  inveftigation  might  take  place,  which 
could  tend  to  obviate  thofe  grounds  of  complaint  which  had 
hitherto  prevailed,  and  regulate  the  management  of  the  hdfpi- 
tals  properly  in  future. 

Mr.  Jehyl  faid,  that  he  had  heard  repeated  complaints  made 
of  the  want  of  medical  aid  in  our  hofpitals.  He  had  alfo  leahi- 
ed,  that  port  wine,  to  the  amount  of  36,0001.  had  been  ex- 
ported to  the  continent  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals.  He  be- 
lieved a  precedent  was  to  be  found  in  the  Journals,  where,  in 
1761,  a  motion  was  made,  that  an  account  (hould  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  of  the  amount  and  the  quantity  of  medicines 
exported  for  the  ufe  of  our  countrymen,  for  the  purpofe  of 
inltituting  an  inquirv.  He  therefore  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  avail  himfelf  0/ this  precedent,  and  make  at  a  future 
day  a  (imilar  motion. 

The  Secretary  at  J^ar  replied,  and  affured  the  Hon.  Gentlenjan 
that  it  was  his  wilh  to  give  the  fulled  information  he  could 
obtain  relative  to  that  fubje£t. 

General  Fiizpatrick  remarked,  that  as  no  mention  had  been 
made  in  the  Army  Edimates  of  the  number  of  Emigrants  taken 
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into  Britifli  pay,  he  (hould  at  another  period  m^e  a  motion 
on  the  fubjedl. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried ;  the  re*. 
mainder  of  the  rerdutions  were  fcverally  voted,  and,  the 
Houfe  being  refumcd,  were  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next 
day. 

Alderman  Curt'u^  in  apology  for  his  not  anfwering  on  Tues- 
day to  the  call  of  the  Houfeijftated  his  necefiary  attendance  ))Q 
fome  momentous  bufincfs  in  the  City  on  the  fame  day,  and 
requefted  that  the  order,  relative  to  the  defaulters  attending 
in  their  places  on  Friday  next,  might  be  fet  aGde  in  refped  tt^ 
him,  if  he  fliould  attend  the  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Alderman  Anderfon  made  the  fame  requeft.-r-Agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Thursday,  Jan,  az. 

The  votes  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Wcdnefday  were 
reported  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

£.      s.   d. 

91777,534  19     I     ForguardBindgarrlToDS* 

For  forces  in  the  plasurioni. 

For  general  and  ftaff  officers^  &c. 

For  difference  between  the  pay  of  Britifli  and  {rifl| 

cftahliihments.  ^ 

For  allowance  to  reduced  horfe  guards. 
\o\  For  troops  in  the  Eali  Indies. 

For  reciuiting  land  forces,  and  contingencies,  &c. 
Levy  money,  &c.  for  augmentations  to  the  foices* 
Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  of  hU  Majefty*i^ 

land  forces  and  marines. 
To  ditto  of  the  Scotch  brigade. 
To  ditto  of  hisMajefty^s  American  fo^et. 
For  allowance  to  ditto. 
For  widows'  penfions. 
For  Scotch  roads  and  bridges. 
For  embodied  militia,  and  fencible  infantry. 
For  contingencies,  &c.  for  ditto. 
For  clothing  for  the  militia. 
For  foncible  cavalry. 

For  allowances  of  bread  and  neceflaries  for  ditto. 
For  expences  of  land  icrvice  and  ordnance,  not  providr 

fd  for  in  ^791* 

»S>375 
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»S 

7 
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\ 

40,096 

9 

9 
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8 
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0 
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1,000 

0 

0 
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0 

7,500 

0 

0 

10,-^87 

»3 

3 

4,500 

0 

0 

930,047 

11 

3 

SI  0,000 

0 

0 

107,137 

11 

6 

980,048 

% 

3 

80,000 

0 

0 

334»i55 

I 
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25)375  14     5    For  exp^nce  of  fea  fervice  and  ordnWe,  for  tbe  year 

1793-  ' 
1,045,305  19     8    Forcxpence  of  ordnance  and  land  fervice  in  1794. 
39,307     o     3     For  expence  of  ordnance  and  fea  (ervice  in  1794. 
l>i76,8o4  17     9     For  charge  of  ordnance  and  land  fervicefor  1795. 
997ia»6    o    o    For  the  eftiniate  of  ihe  charge  of  foreign  troops  in  the 
pay  of  Great  Britain  for  1795. 


•  Mr.  Wtgkj  moved,  that  as  Mr.  Alderman  Curfis  was  in 
his  place,  the  order  of  the  day  fqr  his  attendance  th^  next  day 
be  difcharged*  t 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  glad  to  fee  the  Membei^  for  the 
City  of  London  attending  their  duty  in  the  Houfe  at  fo  early 
an  hour ;  but  it  was  a  little  awkward  to  fee  the  motioh  for  ex- 
cufing  one  abfentee,  feconded  by  another,  for  the  GeWlemen 
of  the  City  of  London  were  abfent  when  the  Houfe  wAs  called 
over  \  he  did  not  mean  to  blame  them  for  at,  for  he  believed 
they  were  attending  their  duty  in  the  Ci^y  at  the  tirade ;  nor 
did  he  mean  to  fay  any  thing  againft  their  having  leave  of  ab- 
fence  from  the  Houfe  next  day,  for  he  underilcod  they 
would  have  important  bufinefs  on  their  hands  next  day  in  the 
City,  and  he  hoped  they  would  employ  their  abilities  in  con-» 
vincing  their  conftituents  of  the  neceffity  of  their  exerting 
themfelves  to  put  an  end  to  this  calamitous  war. 

The  queftion  was  then  ftatcd  from  the  Chair,  and  carr 
ried. 

The  fam^motion  was  made  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Anderfon,  Sir  James  Sander fon,  Mr.  Alderman  Lc  Mefuricr, 
$ir  Watkin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  as  alfp 
ifor  I^rd  Hinchinbroke,  Sir  Benjamin  Hammett,  and  Mr. 
Telham  $  which  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIOM  AGAINST  THE  WAR. 

Mr,  Curnven  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  freemen 
of  Carlille,  complaining  of  the  hardfhips  which  were  brought 
Vpon  them  by  ^the  prcfcnt  war,  and  praying  that  the  Houfe 
would  adopt  fuch  mcafures  as  might  as  fpeedily  as  polTible  re- 
ftore  the  bleffings  of  peace,  fo  eflentially  ncceffary  for  the  fecur 
rityand  happinefs  of  this  country. 

The  petition  being  read,  Mr.  Curwen  moved  that  it  be  laid 
pn  the  table. 

Lord  Morpeth  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  what  he  feared  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe  would  not  permit  to  be  laid  on  the  table  ;  it 
was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  a  petition,  although  it  partook  of 
the  nature  of  one,  for  it  exprefied  the  ientiments  of  fourteen 
l^undredperfons,  inhabitants  of  Carlifle;  it  protefted  againll, 

and 


309  WO0DFALL*S  PARLIAMENTARV  REPORTS.         [CoMuOin. 

and  exprefled  fentiments  oppofite  to  thofe  which  were  contain- 
ed in  the  petition  propofed  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  The  per- 
fons  whofe  fignatures  this  proteft  bore,  were,  to  his  know- 
ledge,  many  of  them,  of  the  firft  refpedabtlity  in  that  part  of 
tlie  country,  manufadurers,  and  gentlemen  of  mat  landed 
property.  They  gave  a  public  teftimony  of  attawment  to  his 
Majefty  and  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  to  the 
conftituti&n,  as  now  happily  eftabliihed  ;  they  thought  it  im- 
proper to  apply  at  this  time  to  Parliament  for  peace,  as  it 
might  tend  to  clog  the  wheels  of  Government  i  and  they  ex- 
prdTed  a  perfefl  reliance  on  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  for 
procuring,  at  a  duefeafon,  the  bleflingsof  an  honourable,  (afe, 
and  lading  peace. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  in  reply,  that  the  proteft  of  which  the 
Noble  Lord  had  fo  candidly  given  a  general  ftatement,  con- 
tained the  fentiments,  perliaps,  of  fome  Gentlemen  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Carlifle,  which  they  ftated  in  a  general 
way ;  however  that  might  be,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  fay,  &t  die 
petition  which  he  had  prefented  conveyed  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
freemen  of  Carlifle,  whofe  names  appeared  to  it.  They  were 
honeft  refpeftable  men,  and  he  ihould  be  aihamed  to  prefene 
their  petition,  if  he  thought  otherwifc.  The  petition  was 
agreed  to,  in  confequence  of  a  public  meeting  which  was  held 
at  the  place.  They  were  men  who  were  unbtafled,  and  en- 
tirely unattached  to  any  party  :  And  fo  general  was  the  fenti- 
ment  amone  them  for  peace,  that  out  of  all  thofe  who  attend- 
ed the  meeting,  four  only  difiented  from  the  petition.  They 
had  no  defire  to  clog  the  wheels  of  Govcmment,but  they  wiihed 
for  peace,  as  a  bleinng  to  be  enjoyed  bjr  the  country  at  large. 
Their  language  was,  *'  Unite  with  alt  thofe  who  wifli  for  peace, 
no  matter  to  what  party  they  may  belong  ;  if  they  are  friends 
to  peace,  join  them.*'  They  had  been  called  toget&er  by  a  hand- 
bill to  a  public  meeting,  where  the  petition  had  been  figned  by  a 
majotity  of  the  freemen  of  the  city.  As  to  the  proltft  alluded  toby 
the  Noble  Lord,  he  mufl  obferve,  that  he  held  a  hand-biH  in  hisr 
hand  which  explained  fomething  of  the  nature  of  that  proteft  ; 
he  was  affured  he  might  fafely  fay,  that  much  undue  influence 
(of  which  he  did  not  accufe  the  Noble  Pcrfon  who  produced  it) 
had  been  ufed  by  men  of  great  wealth  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, among  whom  were  agents  of  a  Noble  Earl  and  of  a  Right 
Reverend  Bifli'>p.  H^  truiled  that  fuch  practices  would  not  be 
continued ;  if  the v  (liouid,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  hop«  of 
coUe£fcii)g  the  real  fentiments  of  the  people  of  this  country  on' 
the  fubje£l  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Wallace  obfervtd,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  country  could 
^ot  be  always  coile<!\ed  in  a  public  meeting.    It  was  an  eafy 

thing 
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thing  to  get  a  petition  for  any  thing,  and  defpcratc  muft  be  the 
caule  indeed  for  which  a  petition  could  not  be  obtained.  He 
faid,  that  fome  time  fince  an  aflertion  appeared  in  a  paper  in 
that  part  of  the  country  whence  this  petition  came,  ftating; 
that  the  grand  jury  there  had  refolved,  if  peace  be  not  foon 
obtained,  to  petition  his  Majefty  for  it.  From  what  authority 
that  aflertion  came  he  knew  not,  but  he  knew  it  to  be  entirely 
unfounded.  He  believed  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  to  be 
incapable  of  agreeing  to  the  petition  now  prefented  to  the 
Houfe.  Indeed  he  was  happy  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  deny 
that  the  county  of  Cumberland  was  of  the  fame  fentiments. 
So  far  were  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  from  thinking  that 
the  war  was  not  rational,  that  they  conceived  it  to  be  eflen- 
tial  to  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitution.  The  perfons  who 
called  for  the  meeting  at  which  the  petition  was  determined, 
were  only  13  :  He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  they  might  be 
refpe&able  men— fome  he  knew  to  be  To  ;  of  the  reft  he 
knew  nothing  :  On  the  contrary,  there  were  fifty-three  who 
called  for  the  meeting  for  the  proteft,  fourteen  of  whom  were 
men  of  the  moft  confiderable  confequence  and  fortune  in  the 
county,  and  upwards  of  forty  were  men  of  refpe£iability.  The 
petition  was  figned  by  only  two  hundred,  while  the  proteft  was 
ligned  by  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred.  What  comparifoa 
then  ought  to  be  made  between  the  two  ?  or  what  weight 
given  to  the  petition,  efpecially  when  it  was  confidered  that 
they  had  ftrangers  and  even  children  to  fign  it  ?  One  perfon, 
of  the  name  of  James  Smith,  was  a  child  thirteen  years  old, 
and  apprentice  to  a  barber.  He  did  not,  however,  mean  to 
fay,  that  peace  was  not  generally  dcHred  there  ;  moft  fincerely 
it  was,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  general  defirc  \  but  that  was  a 
defire,  not  for  an  infdcure  and  hollow  truce,  but  for  a  fafe« 
honourable  peace,  confiftent  with  the  honour  and  the  dignity 
of  this  empire. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  he  lamented  that  fomebody  had  not  advifed 
the  Noble  Lord  who  opened  the  nature  of  this  proteft  as  to 
the  mode  of  making  it  up  in  a  form  in  which  the  Houfe  could, 
confiftently  with  its  rules,  receive  it  at  the  table  \  for  then  its 
merits  might  be  fully  invcftigated  in  a  formal  way  :  No- 
thing could  now  be  done  on  it  but  making  general  obferva- 
tions ;  and  in  that  way,  he  had  no  difficulty  to  fay,  be  was 
perfe£lly  clear,  that,  if  the  proteft  was  thoroughly  examined 
and  compared  with  the  petition,  there  would  be  found  to  be 
no  eficntial  difference  between  them  on  the  only  fubje£i  that 
came  fairly,  and  in  his  opinion  could  come  decently,  before 
that  Houfe.,  namely,  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  the  main 
I  pointi 
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point.  They  cxprcflcd  only  a  difference  of  opinion  m  to  thd 
fit  moxttent  of  prcfenting  a  petition.  The  queftion  was  pat 
£urly,  and  he  was  g)ad  of  it>  for  the  anfwer  of  the  petitioners 
was  confonant  to  his  feelings  :  They  had  expreiTcd  a  defire. 
for  peace  at  this  time  ;  fo  had  thofe  who  figncd  the  proteft  ^ 
.they  had  alfo  faid  that  peace  was  defirablci  but  they  left  it  to^ 
the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  :  Both  parties,  therefore^ 
agreed  as  to  the  obje£l  or  the  end,  but  differed  only  as  to  the 
means  of  attaining  that  end  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  fay>  that  ther 
Houfe  ought  never  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  opinions 
of  the  people  who  had  prefented  their  petitions,  or  as  to  die 
ttme  of  prefenting  them  ^  they  ought  to  hear,  at  lead,  at  all 
times,  the  petitions  of  their  conftituents  :  They  had  a  right  to 
petition  when  they  pleafed,  and  of  that  matter  they  were  the? 
only  proper  judges  *,  of  the  wifdom  of  complying  with  the  de-- 
fire jexpre {Ted,  the  Houfe  ought  to  judge.  ThedifferciKC  thcii 
being  only  as  to  the  propriety  of  lime  between  the  petitioners 
and  the  protcftors,  the  fair  rcfult  was,  that  on  the  fabjeft  of 
the  war  they  were  unanimous.  Having  faid  this,  he  muft 
obferve,  that  there  did  not  appear  to  liim  to  be  any  probnbi-^ 
Kty  that  there  would  be  any  difference  as  to  the  queftion 
BOW  before  the  HouTe,  namely,  ^^  Tliat  this  petition  be  laid 
on  the  table." 

The  Chsncellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  that  the  petition  wasf 
regularly  before  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  no  objedion  could 
be  made  to  its  being  laid  upon  the  table  ;  but  it  was  impoilible 
to  avoid  adverting  to  what  had  been  faid  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken.  He  had  faid,  there  was  n^ 
effential  difference  between  the  petitioners  and  the  protcftors 
ki  this  cafe,  on  the  queftion  of  peace  ;-^that  he  really  took 
to  be  a  fair  fummary  of  his  propofition.  He  could  fcarccfy 
think  that  any  Gentleman  meant  ferioufly  to  maintain  fuch 
an  affenion.  He  begged  of  the  Houfe  to  confider  a  little  of 
the  moment  in  which  this  petition  and  proteft  were  framed. 
One  fet  of  perfons  pirefented  a  petition,  defiring  the  Houfe  to 
take  an  immediate  ftep  for  peace :  The  others  faid,  they- 
wilbed  for  peace,  but  thought  that  a  petition  for  peace,  pre- 
fented under. the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  war,  was  more 
likely  to  retard  than  accelerate  the  obje&  ;  and  therefore  left 
it  to  the  wifdom  oi  the  Legiflature,  to  make  peace  whenever  it 
ftould  be  confiftent  with  the  interefts,  welfare,  and  honour 
of  the  country.  When  did  tUey  fay  this  ?^-Aftcr  the  Addrcfs 
of  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  had  been  carried 
to  the  Thrxsnc,  declaring  it  to  be  their  firm  determination  to 
fupport  his.Majefty  [n  avqprous  grofecution  of  the  war.   If 

they 
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chey  thought  peace  had  been  attainable  at  this  moment,  they 
would  have  exprefled  themfelves  to  that  cffcSt ;  but  they,  knew 
that  Parliament  iiad  recently  exprefled  its  opinion  to  the  con- 
trary»  and  they  relied  entirely  on  the  wifdom  of  Parlianfent 
to  bring  that  about,  when  prafticable,  on  prudent  grounds^ 
for  which  they  profeifed  themfelves  to  entertain  an  anxious 
dkfire*  He  therefore  muft,  under  thefc  circumftances,  main-^< 
tain,  that  between  the  petitioners  and  the  proteftors  there 
was  an  eiTential  difference. 

Mr,  Plumer  faid,  he  attended  to  the  Hon.  Gentlemani  who 
bad  faid  that  the  petition  had  many  fignatures  that  were  not 
genuine,  and  gave  as  an  inftance  of  it,  the  name  of  James 
Smith  :  He  wiflied  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  peti«- 
tion  the  name  of  James  Smith  was  to  be  found,  as  he  faw 
no  fuch  name  among  the  fignatures. 

Mr.  Wallace  faid,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  the 
perfon,  but  it  had  been  fo  dated  to  him.  "    ' 

'  Mr,  Plumer  faid,  he  was  very  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  autho- 
rity  of  .the  Hon.  Gentleman,  as  being  much  better  than  his* 
eyes;  but  he  declared,  if  the  name  of  James  was  fubfcribed- 
to  the  petition,  he  could  not  fee  it  there. 
•  Mr,  Curwen  faid  he  fuppofed,  that  by  the  ftrangers  to  whom 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Wallace)  alluded,  was  meant  the 
chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  a  moft  refpe£iable  clergyman  ; 
they  were  two  of  the  moft  independent  men  in  the  country. 
He  would  fupport  the  honour  and  the  independence  of  the 
Gentleman  who  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  when  the 
Detition  was  agreed  upon,  as  well  as  of  moft  of  the  perfons  pre- 
sent :    They  were  men  whom  he  knew,  of  the  moft  re(pe£la-' 
ble  chara&ers.    They  were  neither  Biihops,  Earls,  Dukes> 
nor  any  who  were  conneAed  with  party ;  but  they  werehoneft 
men,  luch  as  he  would  wi(h  to  fpeak  for  in  that  Houfe* 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  queftion  imme- 
diately before  the  Houfe,  he  believed  there  Mras  no  difference  of 
opinion  ;  but  the  point  of  importance  appeared  to  him  to  be 
this,  whether  or  not  it  ihould  be  zfa/hion  in  that  Houfe  (to  ufe 
the  .minifter's  own  phrafe)  to  difcourage  all  petitions  whatever^ 
if  the  minifter  did  not  like  their  tendency ;  and  from  the  mao^ 
ner  in  which  the  minifter  had  fpoken  that  day,  he  thought  he 
faw  a  good  deal  to  that  tendency*  The  Noble  Lord  who 
opened  the  bufinefis  of  the  proteft  had  conduced  himfelf  with 
ereat  fairnefs  and  candour ;  he  was  forry  to  fay  his  exanvple 
had  not  been  imitated  by  the  Gentleman  who  /oUowed  him. 
That  Gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
it  was  extremely  eafy  to  get  petitions  to  any  thing.  He 
well  knew  how  eafy  ic  was  for  Goyemment,  by  tlheir  intrigues 
.  Vol.  L  R  r  and 
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and  cornit>t  artificcK,  to  defeat  the  objefls  of  fuch  pedtioM 
as  any  fet  of  men  (hould  agree  upoa.  But  he  had  yet  to  leant 
how  extremely  eafy  it  was  for  aoy  honeft  body  of  men  to  ftaiid 
forward  for  any  good  public  purpofc,  wliea  the  hired  agentsof 
Government  oppofed  them.  From  what  he  had  heard  mat  day 
be  had  learnt  three  things :  Firft,  that  it  Mras  improper  for 
eonftituents  to  tnftru£l  their  reprefentatiTes  ;  and  hj  the  way 
an  Hon.  Qentkman  had  faid  he  did  not  know  the  pejibo 
whofe  name  he  mentioned,  to  be  Gcned  improperly  to  the  peti* 
tion)  and  if  fo»  he  muft  reconfidef  tne  matter  with  a  little  more 
modefty,  before  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  would  confent  to  recoiYC 
hia  afltrtion  for  proof.  The  fecond  point  that  he  learnt  was^ 
that  it  .was  clogging  the  wheels  of  Garenimcnt,  to  n»ke  any 
application  from  the  people  to  Parliament.  The  third  was, 
that  a  public  meeting  was  an  extremely  wrong  place  to  collet 
the  puUic  opinion ;. and  all  this  was  countenanced  by  the  mi- 
nifterj  who  indeed  went  further,  for  he  faid  that  the  fenfe  o^ 
the  proteftors,  at  the  time  of  (igniog  the  proteft,  was  not  for 
a  peace ;  whereas  it  appeared  by,  the  proteft,  that  they  expreflf 
defired  peace,  only  wiming  that  a  pedtion  ihouki  not  then  be 
prefented.  TheTe  three  propofitioos  being  fo  palatable  to  the 
Adminiftratioh,  he  ihould  not  be  fnrprifed  at  feeing  them  fup« 
ported.  A  triumphant  appeal  had  been  made  by  a  KightHon.. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  the  plain  fcnfe  of  the  Hot^e,  with, 
vefpedl  to  what  had  fallen  from  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox )^ 
as  to  the  difference  between  the  petitioners  and  the  proteftors*. 
He  alfo  Oiould  appeal  to  that  plain  fenfe  ;  if  the  proteftors  had 
thought,  as  was  contended,  that  a  Tigorous  profecution  of  the 
war  was  the  only  mode  of  obtaininff  a  nrm  and  permanent  peauce* 
'why  had  they  not  fo  ftatedit  ?  Why  was  not  the  propofition 
that  the  war  was  irrational,  and  likely  to  produce  the  mod  fatal 
confequences  to  the  country,  denied  to  tne  proteftors?  .  With 
TtfpcA  to  the  comparifon  of  the  numbers,  the  Hon  Gentleman 
would  pardon  him,  if  he  was  not  inclined  wholly  to  take  for 
granted  whatever  was  adYanced  on  that  fubie£l.  That  Gen-. 
tleman  had  (hewn  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  careful  to  guard 
againft  miilakes  with  refpe£l  to  the  petition;,  he  could  not 
therefore  exfcfk  there  (hould  be  no  fofpicion  as  to  his  accuracy 
on  the.  other  fide*  Though  that  Gentleman  appeared  to  think 
that  the  petitioners  were  not  in  general  intitled  to  refpe£k,  yet 
it  was  not  therefore  clear  to  every  one  that  they  wen  not* 
The  number  had  been  ftated  to  be  contemptible  ;  he  (hould 
recoUefb  that  the  petition  purported  oply  to  pe  (igned  by  free- 
men ;  whereas  the  othor  was  (igned  by  various  defcriptioos  of 
perfons.  It  was  curious  to  obfervq,  tha^  the  proteftors  ihonld. 
prcfllMOC  to  tell  tholcmen  who  were conftituents,  that  it  was. 

improper 
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ilnproper  for  them  to  inftruft  their  reprefcntatives;  wKen  they 
themfelvcs  had  done  a  fimilar  thing,  though  not  the  conftitu- 
^cntBtjf  the  perfons  whom  they  addrcfled.  '  One  thing  was  cvi- 
ilent,  diat  Uiey  wouM  not  have  thought  it  necefTary  to  hare 
ir^med  this  proteft,  unlefs  they  had  apprehended  that  the  CK- 
ample  of  the  petitioners  would  oe  followed  by  the  county.  He 
bad  no  doubt  thofe  tipprehenfions  would  be  fuftifiedy  whenever 
a  meeting  of  the  county  Ihould  be  called. 

The  petition  was  then  Tead,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

[  In  a  fhort  converfation  between  Mr.  Whitbread  and  die 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  underftood»  that .  Mr. 
Grey's  motion  on  the  fubje£l  of  negotiation  with  tht  prefeat 
government  of  France,  which  ftood  for  the  next  day,  (hould 
come  forward  on  Monday ;  and  that  probably  the  fubjedi  of 
the  Emperor's  loan  would  be  difcufled  on  Tuefdscy  or  Wed- 
nefday.J 

Mr,  Hoiart  l>roaght  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply  on  the  army,    'fhe  refolutions  btfing  read, 

Mr;  Fox  faid,  he  had  troubled  the  Houfe  the  preceding  day 

upon  this  fubje£t,  and  he  had  afked  on  former  occafions  when 

voces  of  fupply  were  propofed,  a  queftion  to  which  he  had  not 

yet  received  any  anfwei- ;  he  was  therefore  tinder  the  ncccffity 

of  repeating  it.     Firft,  he  mufk  remind  the  Houfe  of  what  he 

faid  the  preceding  night,  which  was,  that  notwithftanding  all 

that  had  been  urged  about  our  naval  exertions  in  this  war,  the 

exertions  ran,  in  fome  degree,  in*  a  different  current ;  the  land 

fervicc  had  received  a  much  larger  portion  of  tbfe  exertion  of 

Government,  in  comparifoit  with  the  navy,  in  this  war,  thati 

in  any  former  one.     But  what  was  done  in  fbrmcf  wars  was 

not  fo  much  the  objeft  itow,  as  What  ought  to  be  done  in  thU. 

The  moft  material  point  for  him  to  prefs  upon  the  Houfe,  wa«, 

the  difference  which  had  taken  place  in  the  naval  fv)rce,  in  co*- 

fequence  of  exertions  for  the  land  fervicc.    It  had  been  ftated 

on  a  former  night,  that  the  bounty  which  had  been  giveft  to 

landmen  had  impeded  the  manning  of  the  navy.     When  thft 

fubjed  of  the  navy  was  difcufTed  in  a  committee,  he  had  mad^ 

fome  obfenrations  Upon  this  matter,  and  ftated,  that  if  this 

was  the  cafe,  it  was  a  0iif management ;  to  which*  an  anfwer 

had  been  given  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)> 

on  irfiofe  account  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjett  of  the  army 

had  been  deferred  to  laft  ni^ht,  and  who  did  not  at  laft  make 

much  ufe  of  his  attendance  m  the  Houfe,  that  whatever  com-** 

plaints  were  to  be  made  on  the  fubjecl  oi  the  army,  as  having 

interfered  by  i/s  bounties  and  recruiting  efforts  with  the  man* 

ning'  of '  the  navy,  it  could  not  be  made  matter  of  accufatioii 

H  c  2  agaiaft 
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againft  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  \  but  that  it  fhould  be 
brought  forward  when  the  confidcration  of  the  army  came  be- 
.  fore  the  Houfe.   Whether  that  was  a  falfe  funxiife  or  aot,  or, 
.  if  true^  whether  it  was  the  ob]e£l  of  the  minifters  to  perfift  in 
.  the  fame  plan  in  future»  were  points  which  he  wiQied  to  hsnc 
afcertained. — Or,  if  chey  meant  to  adopt  other  modes  le£k  ia- 
'.  jurious  to  the  fenrice  of  the  navy,  and,  if  they  did,  what  were 
the  modes  which  they  intended  to  adopt  ?    He  was  told,  when 
he  mentioned  this  on  the  fabjc£l  of  the  navy«  that  it  belonged 
to  the  d\fcuflion  of  the  army ;  and  now,  perhaps,  as  he  men- 
;  tiohed  it  on  the  difcuflion  of  the  army,  he  fliould  be  told  it  be- 
.  longed  to  the  navy.     But  he  muft  blend  the  two  ferrices,  and 
.  in  queftions  of  fupply  get  information  as  well  a?  he  couU : 
:  And  here  he  muft  again  fay,  that  of  the  two,  the  navy  was 
out  of  all  proportion  that  could  be  ftatcd,  the  moft  important 
to  this  country  upon   th«s  war  i  indeed  he  never  heard  it 
doubted  by  anv  Member  in  that  Houfe* 
'.      7ie  Chanceihr  of  the  Exchequer  juftified  the  anfwer  which 
had  been  glvtn  to  the  qu.ftions  of  tiie  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
'  on  that  occafion,  to  which  he  had  alluded  ;  and  maintained, 
that  nothing  like  a  charge  had  been  or  could  be  made,  againft 
the  Firft  Ltord  of  the  Admiralty.    If  any  attack  was  intended 
to  be  made  on  the  manner  in  which  the  army  had  been  rccruir- 
.cd,  he  could  only  fay,  he  (hould  not  ihun  the  difcuffion.     As 
.to  the  queflion,  "  How  far  it  is  intended  to  perfevere  in* the 
plan  of  recruiting  the  armv  ?''  be  had  already  the  fatisfa£tion 
to  be  able  to  declare,  that  tne  obje£l  being  in  a  confiderable  do^ 
gree  attained,  he  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  military 
would  increafe  to  the  fame  degree  as  it  did  laft  year.     But  the 
.diftin£lion  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  made  between 
the  fcrviccs,  he  never  could  admit :   We  could  not  proceed 
wifely,  without  great  exertion,  in  the  military  as  well  as  the 
'x^ayal  fervice;  and  this  he  thought  would  appear  on  a  review 
•of  the  general  hiftory  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the  paft  de- 
clarations of  the  Right  Hon  Gentleman  himfelf;  for  that  it 
:was  always  the  policy  of  this  country  to  divert  and  di(lra£l  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  naval  and 
.military  exertion.     The  true  intereft  of  this  country  wasi  to 
•make  the  moft  vigorous   exertions  in  both  fervices:    lliey 
^hoald  go  hand  in  hand,  without  crippling  each  other.    But, 
in  cafe  of  difficulty,  the  land  fervice  might  be  brought  in  aid 
of  the  naval,  by  turning  landmen  into  marines  \  whereas*  if  tbc 
land-fervice  was  neglcfked  at  any  time,  we  fliould^  by  iiudi« 
yhy,  lofc  that  matcri;^l  advantage. 

Air.  Fm  faid,  he  had  never  attacked  the  Firft  IjoxA  of  the  Ad« 
miraJty,  or  the  board  of  Admiralty,  in  what  he  had  faid  on  this 

fub^ 
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fobjed ;  he  had  only  called  for  explanation  of  points  from  the 
'JE«ccutivc  Government  in  general  j  and  he  conreffed  he  fhould 
•be  glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  profeflional  men  upon  this  fub- 
jeft  :  What  he  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  any  exertions 
•had  been  made  for  the  army^  which  had  impeded  the  manning 
•of  the  nayy  ?  and  if  fo,  the  fault  was  a  great  one  indeed ;  for 
*there  never  was  a  moment  in  which  the  navy  was  more  to  be 
attended  to,  than  thc'prcfertt.  As  to  the  opinion  wluch  he 
had  given,  and  to  whicn  the  minifter  had  alluded,  that  was  a 
-general  opinion  5  but  this  was  a  particular  cafe  on  which  he 
had-  given  his  fentiments,  and  in*  wnich  he  believed  he  had  the 
'general  concurrence  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Sheridan  faid,  it  was  agreed  that  Government  ihould 
•liavc  all  poffible  fupport  from  every  man  in  that  Houfe  to- 
*wards  the  increafe  of  the  navy ;  but  he  was  not  very  fanguinc 
in  the  mode  in  which  niiniftcrs  were  to  proceed  upon  that 
fubjed.  He  thought  that  'we  ought  to  have  a  ftrong  and 
powerful  corps  of  marines,  who  mipjht  be  taught  in  time  to 
become  failors,  and  they  might  again  be  fupplied  by  landmen  \ 
but  he  underftood  that  marines  were  prohibited  by  an  order 
from  the  Admiralty  from  going  aloft,  or  doing  any  of  the 
^uty  of  a  failor.' 

Having  madethefe  and  many  other  obfervatlons,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  afk  the  Secretary  at  War  fdme  queftions :— Firft, 
Whether  he  intended  to  take  any  means  to  prevent  that  inhu- 
-mah  praftice  which  brought  fo  much  difgracc  on  the  fervice  ?— ' 
he  meant  the  pra£licc  of  crimping.  If  he  did,  Mr.  Sheridan 
fatd,  he  would  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  to 
•whom  it  fo  properly  belonged;  if  not,  he  mud  bring  fomc 
propofition  forward  on  that  fubjeft.  He  adverted  to  the 
^  'df^dfuT  ftate  of  the  troops  now  at  Plymouth,  who  were  dying, 
heund^ftood,  to  the  number  of  twelve  and  fourteen  a  day  j 
arid'  he  wifh<^d'  to  know,  whether  they  were  intended  to  be 
ftnt  to  the  Weftlndics  ?  if  they  were,  he  feared  there  y/ould 
bfefckrcely  any  of  them  alive  to  land  there,  for  they  had  beeii 
Jtept  fo  many  months  on  board,  that  they  were  now  entire- 
ly tnfit  for  fervice.  If  they  were  to  go  to  the  Weft  Indies^ 
ouU'poflcffibns  there  muft  inevitably  be  loft.  Thefe  troops. 
having  beon  embarked  fince  Auguft,  14  or  1500  of  them  were 
fiek  ;  this  proceeded  partly  from  want  of  clothing,  and  partly 
frOftt  an  infeftious  difeafe  on  board  the  tranfports.  It  would 
betbe  Wiftft  plan  to  land  them  all.  They  had  been  expcfted 
to  fcil  ever  fihce  Ottober  laft.  ♦ 

7he  Secretary  at  War  replied  to  all  the  obfcrvations  of  Mr, 

-  Sheridan.     He  faid,   that  the  detention  of  the  troops  at  Fly- 

mouth  arofe  from  circumftances  which  human  prudence  had 
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no  means  of  prevendag  :  Thar  were  detained  bf  oootnry 
winds,  and  from,  the  apfrehenuons  that  if  thej  fiukd  tfaej 
might  ii\ect  the  enemy  with  a  force  not  equal  to  their  pn»» 
te&on.  As  to-  their  deftination,  that  Mras  a  queftion  whidi 
ought  not  to  be  anfwered.  He  denied  their  being  in  a  ftaie 
which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  reprefented,  akboagb  they  mi^  be 
a  good  deal  aiIU£ted  with  illnefis,  from  unavoidable  ciscvBi* 
ftances.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  the  Admiraltjs  wiib 
rcfpe£l  to  marines,  he  knew  but  little  of  it  officially ;  bot  be 
believed  that  nothing  had  been  done  in  this  wsr,  which  bad 
not  been  ufual  in  every  war.  With  regard  to  crimping,  no 
man  detefted  it  more  than  he  did  ^  he  viewed  it,  as  evei^ 
honeft  man  did,  with-  horror  and  i ndignattoq.  He  had  done, 
and  he  would  continue  to  do,  every  thing  'm  hia  power  to  fup- 
prefs  totally  fo  dete(table  a  pra^ice  ^  and  to  confine  every  exe»^ 
cutive  branch  of  the  departipent  be  fuperiotended,  witUn  the 
ftri£^  limits  of  honour  and  j^dicc*       ^  • 

Mr.  Fox  alluded  to  what  had  been  faid  oi^  feraer  o<l!cafioas 
with  regard  to  building  ihips  of  war,  and  declared  if  there 
was  a  port  within  this  illand  capable  of  building  a  ihip  wheM 
a  ihip  was  not  now  building,  the  Execative  Government  had 
been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  thb  country.  He  bad  been  told  ' 
once  we  had  more  flups  th^  we  bad  men  for.  He  was  afraid 
we  (hould  hear  of  the  converfe  of  tl^it  piopofition,  and  that 
we  might  foon  be  told  we  had  more  men  than  we  had  ih\p% 
for.  He  mutt  again  and  again  imprefa  this  on  minifters  at 
this  awful  crifis  ;  as  men,  he  hoped,  naight,  in  the  roomenl 
of  a£lual  necef&ty,  turn  oul;,  not.  from  ooonties,  but  ftom 
a  national  fpirit  and  zeal  for  their  country.  Thtf  worft  want  «f 
all,  he  conceived,  would  be  want  of  (hips. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,.tha^  ibere  wa$  ooe 
point  admitted  from  all  quarters,  that,  in  the  prcient  monenti 
no  rational  means  of  increafing  our  naval  and  military  fovco 
ought  to  be  left  unattemptied  \  and  he  was  ra^er  difpofed  to 
take  the  benefit  of  this  general  agreement,  than  to  enter  ioM 
the  minute  details  ftarted  by  the  Hon.  Ge/Klemao  (Mr*  Fox)^ 
and  which  it  was  at  all  times  exceedingly  difficult  to  difcufa. 
Great  part  of  his  argument,  with  re^e£k  to  the  neceffity  of 
increafing  naval  exertions,  arofe  out  of  the  prefent  crifia*  It 
could  not  be  denied,  that  from  (he  change  of  pircumftanccs 
fince  lad  year,  it  had  become  necefTary  uiat  a  jnreater  naval 
force  (hould  be  now  employed  againft  France*  But  whtn^tha 
Hon.  Getitlcman  carried  his  pbfition  fo  far,,  as  .to  ftate,  that 
there  was  no  facrifice  of  military  force,  which  ought  not  to  bo 
inadc  for  the  fake  of  increafing, the  navy;  he  went  toa  length, 
which  neitlicr  common  fcnfe  nor  found  policy  would  warranty 

For 
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For  were  this  pofition  to  be  earned  to  its  utmoft  latitude,  then 
it  would  be  proper  entirely  to  difband  the  army ;  as  whatever 
might  be  the  calamities)  which  fuch  a  meafure  would  produce, 
it  would  moiicertainly  be  the  means  of  giving  an  increafe  to 
the  nary*.  Such  was  the  condud  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  in 
bringing  forward  general  propofitions^  which  his  good  fenfe 
afterwaid»  obliged  him  to  qualify.  For  his  own  part,  he  felt, 
that,  at  one  time,  the  army  called  for  an  augmentation  ;  at . 
another  time  the  navy,  according  to  the  exigency  of  circum- 
ftances.  If  he  found  the  navy  arrived  to  a  certain  pitch>  and 
the  army  requiring  an  extra  augmentation,  be  would  attend  to 
the  neccflities  of  that  fervice  which  at  the  moment  was  incom- 
plete. The  beft  proof  of  the  attention  paid  to  the  naval  fervice 
laft  year  was,  diat  the  increafe  had  exceeded  that  of  any  former 
year  of  a  war,  as  well  as  the  brillhint  and  dectfive  victory* 
atcbieved  by  our  fleet.  The  change  in  our  fituation  that  ren- 
dered a  funher  increafe  of  naval  force  neceifary,  had  arifen 
from  the  circamftance  of  our  land*exertions  not  having  been 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  the  probable  acquifition 
of  another  naval  power,  to  the  aid  of  their  own  marine.— -The 
attempt  to  fet  the  naval  in  oppofition  to  the  military  force  of 
the  country,  he  muft  confider  as  the  refult  of  a  (hort-fighted, 
narrow,  and  falte  policy,  fimilar  to  the  exploded  fyftem  which 
had  once  prevailed,  of  making  a  diftindion  between  the  land«- 
ed  and  the  mercantile  intereft— a  diftinftion^  which  the  more 
enlightened  politics  of  modern  times  had  proved  to  be  falfe  and 
abfurd^as  the  two  interefts  were  fo  blended,  that  the  one  mighc 
be  faid  to  depend  on  the  other.  He  had  bowever  no  hefitation 
to  ftate,  that  vtrhere  the  naval  and  military  exertions  interfered, 
he  conceived  that  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  under  the  exiil* 
ing  circumftances  of  the  war,  a  preference  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  naval. 

Mr*  Fox  replied,  that  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  army  ought  to  be  difbanded  for  the  A\ke  of  procuring 
a  cabin-boy  to  the  navy.  But  what  he  had  faid  was,  that  there 
was  no  period  at  which  greater  facrifices  of  military  force 
ought  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpofe  of  increafing  our 
naval  exertions,  than  in  the  laft,  as  well  as  the  prefent  year : 
And  every  man  of  common  prudence  might*  laft  year  have 
forrfeen,  that  an  increafe  of  our  navy  would  be  neccflary, 
equally  for  purpofes  of  conquell  and  defen4:e. 

General  Smith  faid,  that  he  thought  not  Only  that  every 
royal  doek  in  the  kingdom,  but  that  every  merchant's  dock 
whtdi  was  of  a  fufficient  fize,  ought  to  be  employed  for 
the  purpofe  of  building  new  fhips  'for  the  fervice  of  the 
■avy. 

Mn 


Mr.  M.  Robmfm  f4td«  die  xninifter  had  dated  what  he> 
confidcred  as  rather  a  corieus  reafon  for  increafing  our  mili^ 
tary  force,  namely)  the  probable  juii£ti<Mi  of  the  Dutch  and^ 
French  fleets  \  he  coald  not  help  thinking  that  the  Right  Hon^ 
Gentkman  tcfti&ed  rather  a  degree  of  coldnef$  to  whatever 
regarded  the  naval  fcrvice. 

The  Chtmeellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  that  the  motion  he* 
ihouid  on  a  future  day  bring  forward,  would  prove  that  charge 
to  be  unfounded. 

Mr,  Sheridtm  remarked,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  had 
made  a  diftin^tton  between  things  which  he  ought  not  to  an*: 
fwer,  and  things  which  he  could  not  anfwer.    He  had  de-. . 
dined  anfweringy  whether  the  troops  on  board  the  tranfports' 
were  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies ;  but  had  afterwards  ftated 
that  they  had  been  prevented  by  certain  winds  from  failing 
to  the  place  of  their  deftination.    On  the  fiibjed^  of  thefe 
troops»  he  could  not  help  dating  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
difcovercd  a  very  great  deficiency  of  information  ;  and  that, 
he  (hould  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  move  forretums* 
•f  thofe  troops,  and  an  account  of  their  fitnation,  &c*     An^^ 
Inquiry  into  the  fcandalous,  cruel,  and  criminal  neglc£l  by- 
which  thefe  men  (nine  regiments)  had  been  detained  five  or 
fix  months  on  board  the  tranfports,  in  a  fickly  and  languifliing  s 
ftate,  would,  he  trufted,  not  come  by  itfelf,  but  form  part* 
of  an  inveftigation  of  the  caufes  which  had  produced  all  the 
difgraces  and  difafters  of  the  war.    The  Right  Hon.  Gen** 
tieman  had  ftyled  the  vi£tQry  gained  by  Lord  Howe  decifive  ; 
upon  that  fuppofition  minrllers  indeed  had  a&ed ;  but  the> 
event  had  fmce  proved  it  to  be  otherwife.    We  had  foldters 
at  Plymouth — ^he  aflced,  why  we  had  not  faitors  ?     He  was 
told  d^at  the  troops  there  had  been  detained  partly  by  con-* 
trary  winds,  and  partly  from  the  danger  of  encountering  the  • 
fleet  of  the  enemy.    Why  had  they  not  a  fufficient  convoy  to 

Coteft  them  i  If  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  which  had 
en  held  out  as  our  boafted  indemnity  in  the  prefent  war, 
ihouid  fall  for  the  want  of  timely  fuccour,  be  fliould  feel  a 
fight  to  impute  their  lofs  to  the  deflciency  of  the  navy.  The ' 
deftination  of  thefe  troops,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  one  of 
thofe  wbimGcal  kind  of  fecrets  which  every  body  knew. 

The  Secretary  at  War^  in  reply,  faid,  that  it  was  ftrangely 
objedled  that  the  viftory  of  the  i  ft  of  June  was  not  decifive ; 
becaufc,  in  confequence  of  the  fuhfeqttent  exertions  of  the 
enemy,  they  were  enabled  to  fit  out  anotlier  fleet*  With  re-* 
gard  to  his  caution  and  fecrecy,  which  fccmed  to  be  a  matter 
of  fo  much  pleafantry  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  as  to  the 
deftination  of  the  tTan4>orts,  he  had  only  objeded  to  anfwer« 
3  »ngs 
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btg,  becatife  he  thought  the  queftion  was  of  that  nature,  and 
defcription  that  it  ought  not  to  hare  been  a(ked«  He  further 
iinfefted,  that  it  was  not  to  be  impated  to  Adminiftration  that 
ficknefs  had  tnTerailed  amongft  the  troops  on  board  the  tranf* 
ports ;  they  bad  every  fupply  of  neceflaries  ufnal  and  proper 
on  fuch  occafions }  they  were  not  improperly  crowded  $  and 
though  the  long  confinement,  from  the  impoiSbility  of  failing 
towards  their  dcftination^  unfortunately  caufed  by  the  reafons 
already  mentionedi  was  fufficient  to  create  the  ficknefs  fo 
much  to  be  regretted^  yet  as  they  were  wanted  for  a  prefling 
fJerrice  to  their  country,  no  blame  could  be  juftly  laid  to  the 
account  of  minifters  for  keeping  them  on  board. 

Alt.  Brandliftf  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  his  conftitu* 
ents,  OB  the  declaraiion  of  the  Right-Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
jPitt)  that  a  preference  would  be  given  to  naval  exertions. 
He  trufted  that  the  fyftem  of  military  operations  on  the  con** 
tinent,  hitherto  ib  ruinousi  and  fo  difgraceful  in  its  effefts, 
would  no  longer  be  perfifted  in.  It  was  now  time  to  ftudy 
ieconomy  in  our  refources,  and  not  to  expend  them  in  a 
quarter,  where  we  had  met  with  nothing  but  perfidy  on  the 
one  hand,  and  countera£bion  on  the  other.  We  ought  to 
fliew  to  the  enemy,  that  our  refources  were  equal  to  carry  on 
a  war  defenfive  by  land,  and  ofienfive  by  fea,  for  at  leaft 
ieven  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  could  not  remain  filent^  when 
lie  heard  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  brought  by  Gentlemen  at 
the  oppofite  fi£i  of  the  Houfe.  He  fuppofed  that  no  perfon 
would  be  abfurd  enough  to  contend  that  the  common  peace 
eftablifliment  was  fufficient  for  the  fecurity  of  the  country  at 
this  momentous  crifis,  and  without  new  IcTies  in  the  mode 
Hated  in  the  eftimates,  provifion  cannot  be  made  againft  the 
threatening  preflure  of  exifting  circumftances.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  independent  companies  had  been 
raifed,  and  officers  of  a  certain  rank  had  been  advanced  to 
higher  ranks  in  the  army  \  the  beft  methods  for  rendering 
our  military  eftablifliment  refpe£kabie  :  But  ilili  there  is  a  de- 
ficiency ;  and  it  muft  either  be  (hewn  that  the  army  is  fuffi- 
cient for  our  fafety  and  proteftion,  or  it  muft  be  allowed 
that  new  levies  are  necefiary,  both  for  recruiting  the  old 
legiments  and  for  raifing  new  ones.  It  is  fometimes  obje£led, 
that  too  old  regiments,  and  fometimes  that  too  new  regiments 
have  been  fent  abroad  for  the  protection  of  our  foreign  pof- 
feffions.  If  ever  any  new  regiment  has  been  fent  out,  *  it  has 
been  only  from  abfolutc  ncceifity  ^  and  no  perfon,  who  is  at 
all  acquaintad  with  the  influence  of  a  foreign  climate  upon 
the  health  of  EnsUibmeni  would  ever  advife  fuch  a  meaiure 
VoL.L  Sa  if 
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if  by  any  meana  it  could  be  avoided.    But  from  the  fimtt 
force  at  prefent  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  iflands  were  certainly, 
in  fo  critical  a  iituation  as  called  for  great  reinforcementft  to' 
place  then>  in  a  ftatc  of  fecurity.     There  were  no  old  rcgi^ 
menta  at  prefent  in  the  country^  new  levies  mail  therefore 
be  made ',  ^d,  what  was  a  fubje^  of  regret,  but  of  abfokite. 
neceility,  raw  foldiers  mud  be  fent  out  for  the  defence  of 
our  foreign  pofTeflTions*     As  to  the  marine  corps»  the  fa£b 
ftands  thus : — All  the  old  force  has  been  fent  either  to  the 
continent,  or  applied  to  the  foreign  pofleflions.     Seven  old- 
regiments  have  alfo  been  transferred  to  the  fleet  as  marines^ 
Every  effort  was  made  to  incieafe  the  marine  fervicc,  but. 
there  has  been  greater  diflkulty  in  procuring  hands  for:  this 
department  of  the  military  fervice  than  any  other,  as  it  is  tfa» 
leaft  popular  branch  of  the  public  fervice.     The  reafon  is  ob- 
vious }  thofe  who  wifhito  go  into  the  army  enlift  as  foldiers, 
:^nd  thofe  who  wiib  to  go  on.  board  (hip  enter  as  failors.    The 
only  inducement  was  prize>money  $  but  this  proving  infuffi«» 
Qient)  they  were  compelled  to  turn  the  beft  old  regiments  into 
this  fervice.    If  any  order  had  been  given,  prohibiting  ma-^ 
sines  from  becoming  failors,  it  was  the  wifeft  and  moft  po* 
litical  order  which  could  have  been  given,  as  it  is  always 
cafier  to  procure  failors  than  marines.    Every  augmentation^ 
therefore,   of  the  land  force  was  an  augmentation  of  the 
naval  forcci  becaufe  the  land  troops  could  be  converted  into 
marines,  and  marines  always  coniHtute  an  eflential  part  of 
die  complement  of  a  (hip.     New  levies  are  confequently  ne- 
Ceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  our  foreign  pofleilions,.  and  raifini^ 
them  is  the  bed  mode  of  augmenting  our  naval  force.     Re-* 
fpe£ling  the  fituation  of  the  troops  on  board  the  tranfports, 
he  would  not  pretend  ignorance }  he  had  paid  particulaiy  at* 
tention  to  that  fubjcd,  and  he  believed  that  no  blame  could 
be  attached,  to  Government  on  their  account.     But  if  any 
Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr,  Sheridan),  would  inform  him  of  any  negled  in  the 
tranfport  fervice,  of  any  ill  treatment  whicn  the  troops  had 
received,  or  of  any  defe£t  of  any  kind  in  the  mode  in  which 
the  meafures  in  which  they  were  concerned  were  condu&ed^ 
lie  would  account  it  a  high  perfonal  obligation.     He  muft  be 
deftitute  of  humanity,  and  unworthy  to  bear  the  ihape  of  a 
man,  who  would  not  intereft  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  thofe 
valiant  troops,  who  were  leaving  their  friends  and  their  coun* 
try  to  defend  its  colonies  abroad.     The  fad  was,  Adminiftra- 
tionhad  paid  more  particular  attention  to  this,  than  to  any 
other  branch  of  the  public. fervice,  and  he  was  confident  that 
Ae  cafe,  would  admit  of  the  moil  minute  inveftigation.    The 

tonnage 
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tonnage  iff  veSbls  had  been  patfticuliiiply  attended  to ;  and  if 
any  Gentlemah  would  ftate  to  him  any  particular  inftanee> 
in  which  one  hair's-breadth  of  the  regular  tonnage  was  want- 
ingi  he  would  make  it  the  fubje£k  of  minute  inquiry,  and 
fee  that  thofe  who  had  bcfbn  guilty  of  the  fraud)  (hould  be 
puniOied  and  difgraced.      Another  obfervation  which  had 
been  made  refpe<9;ing  the  detention  of  the  tranfports  in  port» 
after  the  period  at  which  they  were  appointed  to  fail,  was  a 
circumftance  which  certainly  afforded  no  eaufe  of  complaint. 
If  there  was  any  blame,  he  would  cheerfully  plead  guilty. 
But  they  were  kept  by  contrary  winds,  a  circumftance  again  ft 
which  no  Adminiftration  could  provide.    The  troops  wcrfe 
on  board,  a  convoy  was  appointed,  the  Weft  Indies  called  for 
the  reinforcement,  orders  were  given  for  them  to  fail,  and 
what,  in  the  name  of  goodnefs,  could  be  the  motive  for  de- 
lay ?    Could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  troops  were  put  on  board 
without  any  intention  that  they  fliould  faih,  or  that  they  werte 
kept  on  board  merely  to  be  confumed  by  difeafe  ?     Pofitivc 
orders  were  siven  to  take  no  fick  men  to  fea  9  but  becaufe  a 
few  were  unhealthy,  were  ail  to  difcmbark  ?    Was  it  objedtcd 
that  they  were  old  regiments  that  were  dedined  to  this  fer- 
▼ice  i     They  were  the  only  fit  regiments  for  the  purpofe. 
He  would  afk  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  if  the  raw  troops  fo  ludi- 
crouflv  defcribed  by  him,  as  compofed  of  boys  and  old  men, 
would  be  fit  to  be  lent  on  fuch  a  fervice— or  as  an  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  advifed,  would  he  fo  mifapply  the  forces  of  the 
country  as  to  fend  the  fencibK^s  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  put 
the  cavalry  on  board?  [Here  a  loud  laugh  enfued.]    He  would 
not  follow  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (General  Tarleton)  in  pUr- 
ftting  him  along  the  ivide'extended  line^     as  he,  in  military 
phrafe,  expreflcd  it  on  a  former  night,  by  taking  a  review  of 
all  the  military  operations  in  the  Netherlands     If  on  a  former 
night  he  did  not  give  information  relative  to  thfefe  troops,  it 
was  becaufe  he  was  not  required  to  do  fo.    Concerning  every 
thing  that  itW  within  his  department,  he  was  ever  ready  to 
give  the  moft  fatisfa6tory  information ;   and  if   that  Hon. 
Gentleman,  or  any  other  in  that  Houfe,  could  point  out  any 
thing  which  required  rcdrefs,  he  would  be  particularly  happy 
in  the  information,  and  apply  fuch  remedy  as  the  nature  of 
the  grievance  and  the  caule  of  humanity  might  require, 
•  The  refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  adverting  to  the  difficulty  of  raifing  marines, 
bfked  why  a  bounty  was  nor  given  for  encouraging  that  fer- 
vice.  He  blamed  the  remiffnefs  of  minifters  in  not  fending 
the  troops  foon  enough  on  board  the  tranfports,  as  much  as 
their  negligence  in  afterwards  detaining  them.  -  Sir  Charles 

S  s  2  Grey 
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Grry  had  atchieved  much  in  the  Weft  Indies,'  but  had  not  a 
force  fuficietit  for  the  accompliflii<ient  of  all  he  would  have 
probaUf  been  able  to  do^  if  he  had  been  better  fnpported 
from  borne.  The  dclav  was  the  more  remarkable^  as  in  the 
interim  General  Vaugnan  and  Admiral  Caldwell  had  failed 
for  tiie  Wed  Indiesy  and  arrived  in  fafety.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  dated  th.it  they  had  been  allowed  all  the  ton-* 
nage  fixed  by  regulation,  but  the  difference  was  confiderable 
between  keeping  men  on  board  tranfports  only  five  or  fix 
weeks,  and  detaining  them  the  fame  number  of  months. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  ought  alfo  to  rccolL£l,  that  tht 
treatm^^nt  and  provifions  which  might  be  fuitabie  at  tlie  period 
of  their  embarkationi  were  very  unfuitab!e>  now  that  they 
were  languifhing  in  ficknefs,  aud  dying  of  the  mod  grievous 
dift<*mpcrS5  and  fuppofing  them  now  to  fail,  of  what  ufe 
will  they  be  ?  He  undcnlood  that  there  were  fix  hundred  of 
the  rneti  now  lick  on  ihore,  and  eight  hundred  on  board,  and 
that  it  was  the  opinipn,  that  by  the  Omt  they  arrived  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  all  of  them  would  be  unfit  f*^r  fervice ;  fo  that 
the  beft  method  would  be  to  difcm bark  them  and  get  new 
tranfports  for  the  expedition.  If  the  fuccours  to  be  afibrded 
to  tlie  Weft  Indies  depended  entirely  on  the  reinforcement 
'expe£ted  from  thefe  troops,  he  mail  lojk  with  a  defponding 
eye  to  the  Gtuation  of  affaiis  in  that  quarter. 

Here  the  refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  ahd  third  timet 
and  paiTed. 

Air.  Fox  begged  leave  to  repeat  a  queftion  which  he  had 
put  before,  but  to  which  he  had  received  no  fatisfaflory 
anfwer^ Whether  the  prefent  mode  of  recruiting  for  the 
-  army  interfered  with  the  recruiting  of  the  navy  ?  Mr,  Fox  faid 
that  if  it  was  really  true,  that  notwithftanding  the  immenfc 
vote  of  that  night,  there  was  no  other  force  but  that  now  on 
board  the  tranfports  applicable  to  the  fervice  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  it  afforded  indeed  the  moft  uncomfortable  and  dif* 
couraging  profpefi  of  affairs  that  could  well  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  replied,  that  the  recruiting  of  the 
army  does  not  interfere  with  the  recruiting  of  the  navy  to 
any  inconvenient  extent ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  they  recruited 
for  the  navy  to  almoft  the  whole  extent  of  the  number  of 
men  which  had  been  voted.  He  did  not  ft  ate  that  the  force 
at  Plymouth  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies,  was  the  only  force 
in  the  country^  but  that  it  was  the  only  force  fit  tor  the 
fervice ;  nor  could  the  Hon.  Gentleman  be  furprifed  at  it^ 
when  he  was  put  in  niind  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  there  were  only  13,000  effective  men  in  the  arn^^,  and 
that  finc^  th^t  time  all  the  old  regiments  have  beea  4ifpofc4 
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of  on  the  continent)  in  the  Well  IndieSy  in  America,  and 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

Mr.  Francis  wifhed  to  afcertain,  before  the  debate  went 
^ff,  what  force  had  really  been  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies^ 
and  aflced  why  tranfports  might  not  have  made  the  voyage 
with  as  much  fuccefs  as  (hips  of  war.  He  underftood  that 
fome  of  the  troops  deftined  for  the  expedition  had  died,  and 
that  all  of  them,  in  confequencc  ot  having  been  fo  long 
on  board,  w.ere  in  a  very  ficily  ftate.  If  fuch  was  the  cafe^ 
it  would  be  better  to  fend  no  troops  at  all,  than  to  fend  fuck 
as  wonld  either  perifh  in  the  voyage,  or,  when  they  (hould 
arrive,  be  unfit  tor  fervice. 

General  Tarleton  adverted  to  the  unbecoming  jocularity  of 
Mr.  Dundas,  which  he  faid  might  do  very  well  at  Wimbledon 
or  Somerfet-houfe ;  but  which  be  confidered  as  highly  indecent 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  fnch  a  momentous  fubjed. 
The  General  fuggefted  diat  the  defers  of  the  mode  of  raifing 
independent  companies  were  radical. 

In  order  to  give  full  force  and  energy  to  our  military  opera- 
tions, he  thought  a  Military  Committee  (hould  be  appointed 
to  infpeA  the  condudl  of  officers,  and  the  mode  of  putting 
every  meafure  into  execution  ^  and  he  thought  that  an  Hon. 
Member,  whom  he  had  then  in  his  eye,  was  a  proper  perfoa 
to  fuperintend  fuch  an  inftitution. 

Adverting  to  the  expedition  of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  he  af- 
ierted,  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  fnpported,  and  that  he 
ou^t  to  have  been  reinforced*  As  to  the  troops  which  hj 
at  Plymouth,  he  thought  their  long  continuation  in  the  trans- 
ports muft  have  injured  them  materially ;  and  in  proof  of 
his  aflertion,  he  adverted  to  the  troops  of  Sir  William  Howcp 
in  the  American  war,  who  fuffered  much  from  a  fimilar 
fituation.  At  all  events,  if  we  had  the  fuperiority  at  fea^ 
the  convov  ought  to  have  failed. 

Sir  IFihiam  Toung  made  fome  obfervations  upon  the  claufe* 
and  was  proceeding  to  go  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  condu&  of 
the  expedition  to  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lucia;  and  making  fome 
alluGons  which  were  confidered  to  be  perfonal  to  the  com* 
manders  on  that  expedition,  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker,  who  reminded  the  Hon.  Baronet  that  the  queftion 
before  the  Houfe  was  not  an  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of 
particular  officers  or  particular  expeditions ;  and  that  being 
the  cafe,  he  found  bimfelf  obliged  to  call  him  to  order. 

Sir  William  Toung  apologized,  and  exprefled  himfelf  per- 
.  ionally  obliged  for  the  interruption. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  was  avrare  of  the  propriety  of  the  Speak- 
er's adhering,  with  bis  ufual  attcntioO|  to  the  point  of  order, 

thoHgk 
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though  he  could  have  wiihcd,  for  hi?  own  part,  that  th< 
Hon.  Baronet  had  been  allowed  to  proceed.  I'hcre  wat 
nothing  he  fo  much  wiflied  for  as  a  full  inveftigation  of  every 
circumftance  relating  to  that  affair,  becaufe  he  knew  mucn 
of  wicked  rumour  and  mifchievous  calumny  had  been  cir- 
culated indtiftrioufly  on  that  fubjeft  j  and  he  was  equally 
tortain'^  upon  the  moft  minute  inquiry,  whenever  it  (hould 
be  made^  which  it  certainly  would  be,  the  refult  would  refute 
thoie  malicious  afperfions,  and  do  away  atl  thofe  falfe  and 
unfounded  caiumnies  and  rumours. 

.Mr.  Secretary  DuttJas 'cxji\zincd,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis, 
what  he  had  formerly  faid,  which  was,  that  although  fome 
fingte  flnps  had  failed  and  made  out  their  voyage,  (till  the  cir- 
cttmftances  were  fuch  as  rendered  it  impoffible  for  a  fleet  with 
convoy  to  fail  with  any  chance  of  fccuricy;  and  it  was  to  bis 
obfcr^ed,  that  the  preflure  of  circumftances  was  fuch,  that 
the  ikips  of  war  had  been  diredied  to  attempt  the  voyage  at  all 
hazards,  in  order  to  accompli fh  the  fecurity  of  the  ifiands. 
With  rcfped  to  the 'levity  which  had  been  afcribed  to  him, 
he  could  only  fay,  that  if  ridiculous  queftions  were  put  to 
bisiy  he  could  not  always  avoid  giving  a  ridiculous  anfwer. 
There  was  another  embargo,  however,  which  had  been  laid 
upon  htm,  tfa;lt  he  did  not  fo  much  like,  that  hefhould  alwavs 
carry  his  gravity  to  Wimbledon,  He  cotifefftd  that  he  did 
not  fpeak  with  the  fame  dignified  and  oratorial  tone  with  thq 
Hon.  General,  that  he  did  not  meafure  his  periods,  and  ftudy 
the  cadence  of  his  fentcnces,  fo  much  ^  he  did ;  and  that  he 
did  not  keep  the  fpecch  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  i>pen^ 
sng  of  Parliament  for  the  difcuflion  of  the  army  eftimatcs : 
He  fpoke  his  fenttments  freely,  and  without  difguife,  in  the 
language  which  occurred  at  the  moment. 

Mr,  Courtenay  faid,  he  doubted  not  the  factHty  of  the  laft 
fpeaker  in  extemporaneous  oratory;  if  he  had  any  time  to 
ipare,  therefore,  it  (hould  be  devoted  to  learning  the  Englifti 
languafrr— ^— 

Mr,  Dent  called  to  order.  He  obfcrved,  that  what  Mr. 
Courtenay  was  about  to  fay  had  no  connexion  with  the  fubjedl 
in  debate. 

Mr*  Dundas  h\df  that  the  charge  imputed  to  him  was  a 
misfortune,  and  not  a  fault.  He  wa3  not  to  be  blamed  for  the 
circumftance  that  his  father  and  mother  lived  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Tiveed!  and  that  he  was  born  there. 

Mr*  Courtenay  faid,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  ini 
debtcd  to  him  for  having  dra^  forth  the  firft  inftance  of  mo- 
defty  which  had  occurred  in  thirteen  years  acquaintance  with 
his  public  life.    The  prefent  was  not  a  fub|e£t  however  to  be 

treated 
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treated  with  levity.  Mr.  Coartcnay  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
information  which  he  had  received  refpe^rng  the  bad  accom«- 
modation  for  the  troops,  who  had  been  (o  long  on  board  the 
tranfports,  at  Plymouth.  Some ,  part  of  his  information  he 
thought  he  had  from  very  refpeftable  authority.  He  undef« 
ftood  that  one  regiment  which  had  been  embarked  contrary  to 
the  Colonel's  acivice,  who  had  offered  to  retain  the  men  om 
ihore  at  his  own  expence,  had  fuffered  rery  much,  being  at  tho 
time  of  embarkation  looo  ftiong,  and  at  this  time,  from  the 
confinement,  the  contagion  that  had  prevailed,  and  other  dit 
agreeable  circumftances,  were  not  400. 

Mr.  Fr/mcis  infifted  that  no  direi^  anfwer  had  been  gtven 
to  his  queflions,  which  he  thought  deferved  anfwers  from  their 
importance.  Mr.  Francis  faid,  the  French  fleet  boing  out,  was 
a  reafon  whv  the  tranfports  could  not  fafely  fail ;  but  then  he 
could  not  think  miniftry  undeferving  of  blame  in  the  ihame* 
ful  negligence  of  the  condition  of  men,  flowed  together  in 
fhipsfuch  a  length  of  time.  Could  the  wefterly  winds  c6n- 
tinue  fo  long  to  blow  as  was  ftated  by  minifters  i  Or,  again, 
allowing  the  cafe  were  fo,  when  they  knew  the  ftate  of  the 
wind,  why  did  they  not  land  the  men  ?  Were  they  then  not 
in  the  higheft  degree  culpable? 

Mr,  Secretary,  Dundas  repeated  wiiat  he  had  formerly  ftated^ 
as  all  the  anfwer  that  was  required. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  he  was  fu5c  that  the  Houfe  and  the  country 
looked  to  the  fubje£):s  which  had  that  night  been  introduced 
as  of  fo  important  a  nature,  that  it  muft  be  necoflary  to  have 
them  fully  iiiveftigated.  He  infifted  that  there  was  bhme  to 
be  laid  fomewhere,  and  he  had  heard  nothing  urged  that 
tended  to  throw  it  off  from  thofe  to  whom  it  had  been  im<* 
puted.  If  it  was  clear,  which  could  not  well  be  denied  now, 
than  an  infufEcient  force  had  been  fent  out  with  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  and  what  was  worfe,  that  there  was*  no  probability  at 
the  time  of  fending  to  him  an  immediate  reinforcement,  fuch 
negligence,  and  the  confequences  that  had  enfued  from  it, 
caUed  for  the  moft  particular  inquiry.  In  his  opinion,  thefe 
fads  were  made  out  by  what  had  happened :  Sir  Charleys  Grey 
had  failed  in  November  1793,  with  a  force  furely  inadequate) 
or,  if  fufficient  to  conquer  the  Weft  India  iflands,  completely 
unfit  to  keep  what  they  had  conquered;  and  now,  when  he 
was  fpeaking,  he  knew  of  no  reinfotcement,  nor  any  adequate 
afiiftancc,  that  they  had  yet  received.  An  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  frequently  afked  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  what  mo^ 
tive  minittcrs  could  have  in  keeping  the  troops  at  Plymouth^ 
or  in  not  attending  to  their  comforts^«-*he  would  not  pretend 
to  fay,  becaufe  it  was.impoffible  for  him  to  know  what  had 
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been  their  motives,  either  for  tliat,  or  the  many  other  blunders 
and  mlfcarriages  which  had  happened  during  the  prefent  war* 
Whatever  he  might  thinlc  of  their  motives  to  the  countrfy  it 
was  of  little  confequence  whether  thev  were  corrupt  or  xnt^ 
inaimuch  as  tbef  had  produced  the  moft  dilaftrous  events  that 
could  have  befallen  us. 

Tie  Secretary  at  War  fpoke  (hortly  in  reply,  and  warned  the 
Houie  againft  beiag  led  .by  the  motives  that  induced  Gentle- 
men  on  the  other  fide  to  paint  the  fitqation  of  the  country,  as 
they  had  done,  as  much  as  his  Hon.  Friend  had  warned  againft 
comparing  the  motives  of  Adminiftration  with  the  circmn- 
ftanoes  that  had  taken  place.  It  was  not  ^thin  human  pru* 
deuce  to  forefee»  or  wifdom  to  prevent,  the  failing  of  Urn 
French  fleet,  except  any  one  would  fay,  that  the  grand  fleet 
of  England  ihouid  remain  oflF  Breft  to  prevent  Uie  Fiencb 
fleet  from  getting  in  if  they  were  out,  or  getting  out  if  they 
were  in. 

CoUtul  Shane  intimated  it  to  be.  his  opinion,  that  the  naval 
ftrength  of  the  country  had  been  negk&ed — that  fmffideiit 
ftrength  had  not  been  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies— that  our 
inforrnation  with  regard  to  the  French  fleet  had  beendefedive» 
and  that  there  muft  be  blame  fomewhere,  for  keeping  the 
troops  and  fleet  at  Flymooth  fo  long  as  they  had  been.  The 
Colonel  faid,  that  in  our.prefent  circumftances,  itwasne- 
ceflary  that  we  (hould  have  iquadrons  every  where;  it  was  ne- 
ceflfary  to  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and  even  of  that  Honfe. 
The  neceiGty  of  this  weuld  be  feen  within  a  very  fiiort  fpace 
of  time. 

The  Chaneelhrof  the  Etcchequer  faid,  that  from  June  to  De- 
cember, the  Britim  fleet  had  been  at  fea,  and  that  it  was  im-* 
poflible  to  remain  for  ever  at  fea,  they  muft  fometimes  com* 
in  to  refit.  The  French  were  nurfing  their  fleet  in  Breft,  but 
taking  advantage  of  the  Brittfli  navy  returning  to  port,  they 
put  to  fea.  The  argument  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  terminated 
in  this  point,  va.  that  we  ought  to  have  a  fleet  to  convoy^ 
and  another  for  the  fake  of  obfervation.  But  he  contendedi 
that  the  circumftances  of  the  moment  rendered  this  impof- 
fible  \  and  entirely  exculpated  miniftry  from  the  chaiges 
thrown  out  againft  them.  Bcfides,  the  decided  fuperioritv  of 
this  ccmntry  by  fea,  proved  that  the  exertions  of  his  Majeft/s 
minifters  were  not  wanted  in  ftrengthening  the  navy. 

Colonel  Shane  faid,  that  what  he  complained  ot  waS)  that 
too  much  time  was  fpent  in  what  was  called  refitting.  He 
could  not  but  think  that  a  veflel  would  do  fully  as  well  in  ac<% 
tion  with  tl^e  enemy  even  if  her  fides  had  not  been  newly 
painted.  He  had  witnefled  fometbing  of  this  himfelf  in  the 
X  rcpw 
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repairs  of  the  fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Howe.  He  hoped, 
that  as  the  Breft  fleet,  it  was  underftood,  was  ftill  out,  the 
eaftcriy  wind,  which  muft  ftill  prevent  their  return,  would 
enable  our  failors  to  moke  amends  for  the  delay. 

JUr.  Fox  faid  that  every  thing  he  had  heard  convinced  him 
the  more  that  there  was  a  necefllty  for  inveftiga^ing  every  part 
of  this  bufinefs.  The  minifters  had  throughout  the  war 
ibewn  an  equal  want  of  intelligence,  folly  in  defigns,  rafhnefs 
of  condufl,  and  imbecility  in  execution,  which,  even' if  that 
Houfe  was  to  wink  at,  he  was  fure  the  Public  at  large  wou)d 
fee  the  necefllty  of,  and  irtfift  upon  incjuiry.  Mr.  Fox  denied 
that  there  exiiled  a  necefllty  for  the  aoub/e  fleet  intimated  by 
the  minifter,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that  a  fleet  fhould  be 
ezadly  the  fame  time  in  fitting  as  at  fea.  In  point  of  fa£k 
the  minifters  were  wholly  ignorant  of  the  failing  of  the  Breft 
fleet,  though  on  that  information  depended  the  fafety  of  our 
homeward-bound  fleets,  without  adverting  to  that  of  the 
eiiemj,  laden  with  naval  ftores  from  the  Baltic,  and  which  it 
was  tne  duty  of  minifters,  at  all  hazards,  to  intercept. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  information  of 
minifters  did  not  depend  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox.  He 
thought  that  the  fuperiority  of  our  navy  was  fully  mani- 
fefted  by  their  keeping  at  fea  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  remainder  of  the  refolutions  being  read  r.nd  agreed  to> 
Bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  BUI 
to  prevent  mutiny  and  defer tion.  Leave  was  given,  and  per- 
fons  named  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT.' 

Mr,  Attorney  General  hi^y  it  had  been  Ms  intention  to  move 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill  to  continue  the  Aft  of  laft  Scf- 
flon,  that  day;  but  confideting  the  impc^rtance  of  the  fubjecl, 
and  that  he  wiftied  it  to  uniiergo  the  moft  folcmn  and  anaple 
difcuflfion,  he  would,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfc,  propofe  the 
fecond  reading  next  day ;  at  the  fam*  time,  if  that  was  agreed 
to,  he  intimated  his  intention  and  wifli,  that  after  the  fecond 
reading  (hould  have  been  difcufled,  the  Bill  fliould  go  through 
the  Committee  the  fame  day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the  fecond 
reading  being  put  ofl^  till  next  day ;  but  he  fuw  no  reafon  why, 
by  agreeing  to  that,  the  Houfe  was  to  go  into  any  compro- 
mile,  by  pledging  itfelf,  that  the  Bill  fliould  go  through  the 
Committee  the  fame  day. 

The  Attorney  General  explained. 

Vot.  I.  T  t  Mr. 
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,  Mr*  Fox  cxprcfled  Ms  opinion,  diM  both  ftago«  of  the  Bill 
could  not  be  gone  through  the  next  daf.  He  confidered  the 
difcuffion  on  the  principle  of  the  BiU»  and  what  might  be  de<^ 
bated  on  the  Claufes  and  Preamblei  in  the  Committee*  as  {^ 
peife£Uy  uhconne£^ed|  that  there  was  no  probability,  canfider- 
lag  the  importance  of  the  fobjeft,  of  bothdebatee  being  con- 
cluded in  the  fame  day. 

The  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  being  agreed  tO|  4he 
Houfe  adjourned  at  nine  o*clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jan,  23. 

Lord  Vifcouni  Sta^ord  reported,  that  his  Majcfty  had  bcea 
waited  upon  with  an  Addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  bad 
been  gtacioufly  pleafed  to  fay  he  would  give  dire^ions  ac- 
cordingly. 

INNKEEPERS  PETITION. 
Mr.  Mannvaring  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  Inn- 
keepers and  ViJiuallers  of  England,   Cened  by  about  3000 
perloits,  ftating  the  hardfhips  under  which  they  labour,  by 
means  of  having  his  Majefty's  troops  and  horfes  quartered  on 
them :    That  the  price  which  they  now  had  for  the  accommo- 
dation which  they  were  compelled  to  give  to  fuch  troops,  dif- 
fered but  little  from  what  was  allowed  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  and  that  no  advance  was  made  in  that  price  for  the  laft 
(ixty  years:  That  in  confequence  of  fuqh  quartering,  their  lofs 
now,  all  together,  amounted  to  near  one  (hilling  per  day  for  each 
man  and  houfe,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  fome,  and,  if  not  re- 
lieved, to  the  inevitable  ruin  of  many  of  the  petitioners.    The 
petition  prayed  in  general  terms  fuch  relief,  as  to  the  wifdom 
and  juftice  of  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  meet»  and  to  be  heard 
by  themfelves  or  counfel,  &c. 
Mr.  Manwaring  then  moved,  that  the  petition  be  referred 
^  to  a  Committee,  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
'  report  it  as  it  (hill  appear  to  them  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  if  the  petition  were  laid  on  the  table, 
the  Hon.  Member  by  whom  it  was  brought  up  was  not  pre- 
cluded from  taking  up  any  part  of  it,  when  he  thought  fit, 
for  feparate  coniideration,  though  he  ibould  relinquiHi  his 
hiotion  for  a  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  this  was  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance,  and  fp  highly  defcrviog  of  the  at- 

tentitflx 
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tention  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  thought  thcybught  to  proceed 
with  more  deliberation  than  that  of  referring  at  once  to  a  Com* 
inittee.  If  the  petition  was  merely  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  it  would  not  reft  always  in  that  fituation,  unlefs  thofe 
who  prefemed  it  were  negligent  of  their  duty,  which  he  had 
no  reafon  to  fufped }  but  as  he  thought  that  nothing  ought  to 
be  done  upon,  the  fubjed  without  a  mil  inquiry>  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  beft  ftep  that  could  be.  taken  then  was,  that 
pf  fimply  ordering  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  uBle  of  the 
Houfe.  I 

A  Qiort  converfation  took  place,  which  was  fupported  bf 
Sir  Edward  Knatchbult,  Colonel  Rolle,  Mr.  JFalwiny  Mr.  Wig^ 
ley^  and  Mr.  Manwaring^  which  ended  in  the  motion  for  the 
petition  being  referred  to  a  Committee,  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  petition  being  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table* 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Fox  moved  the  Order  of  the  Dav  for  the  attendance  of 
fuch  Members  as  did  not  anfwer  to  tne  Call  of  the  Houfe  ; 
which  being  read,  and  feveral  defaulters  names  being  called 
over,  a  general  order  was  made  for  the  attendance  on  Tuefdaf 
.next,  Ql  all.  thofe  who  had  not  yet  anfwered. 

On  motion  being  made,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
regulating  his  Majefty's  Marine  Forces  while  on  fliorc  The 
Committees  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  were  defer- 
red to  Monds^y  next. 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having,  on  the  Attorney  General's 
motion,  been  read  lor  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill  for  em« 

Sowering  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  he 
lall  fufped  to  be  confpiring  againft  his  perion  and  go- 
vernment, 

The  Speaker  put  the  queftion,  That  diis  Bill  be  now  re;^! 
a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Lambton  rofe  to  exprcfs  his  indignation  and  furprif<^> 
at  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fuppofmg,  on  the  £rft  view  pf 
the  bufinefs,  that  the  Houfe  would  accede  to  a  propofitipn  of 
fuch  magnitude  as  that  of  the  fu^niion  of  the  liberties  9i 
Englifhmen,  without  bis  informing  Farliaifient  on  what  ground 
he  claimed  their  concurrence  to  fuch  a  meafure.*— No  cri* 
.  minal  matter  had  been  adduced  by  Government  to  prove  the 
neceiFity  of  the  fufpenfion  of  this  palladium  of  Britiih  free- 
dom— na  new  plot  had  been  oflfercd  in  extenuation  of  the  of- 
fence. Mr.  Lambton  faid,  that  ever  fince  this  matter  was  firft 
!  thought  of^  his  fentiments  had  been  uqiformt  and  the  opinion 

Tt  2  which 
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which  he  had  at  laft  formed,  was  not  one  that  was  raflily  of 
haftily  adopted,  but  was  fuch  as  gradually  grew  up  in  \m 
mind  on  the  mature  deliberation  of  events  as  they  had  hap* 
pened     In  May  1792^  when  his  Majefty*$  fird  proclamation 
was  ifluei  againft  certain  fedittous  and  tnitammatory  writings 
and  publications,  he  doubted  the  profcHed  obje£t  of  thofe 
who  advifed  hb  Majedy  to  iflue  that  proclamation.    It  was 
hardly  rational  to  fuppofc,  the  real  view  was  nothing  but  td 
warn  the  Public  againft  the  poffible  efii^d  of  fuch  publication^ 
becaufe,  had  that  been  really  the  ohjcCt  of  his  Majeft/s  ad- 
vifers,  the   proclamation  muft  have  been  nearly  coeval  with 
the  publications  complained  ofj  when  in  truth  thefe  writings 
had  notorioufly  been  publifhed  near  two  years  before  the  pro- 
clamfition  iflued ;  and  in  the  interim,  nothing  was  heard  of 
from  Government  upon  that  fubje^,  although  the  writifigft 
which  had  be^n  fmce  complained  of,  had  been  all  this  while 
in  general  and  very  cxtenfive  circulation  j  nor  was  there  one 
ftep  taken,  or  word  faid,  of  the  profecution  of  any  one  of  the 
authors  of  thcfc  criminal  proceedings :    He  therefore  fufpcft- 
ed  that  there  were  fome  views  in  ifTuing  that  proclamation 
^hich  werenot  cxpreflcdinthe  wordsof  it;  his  fufpicion  in- 
creafed  when  he  heard  thefe  fafts  given  as  a  ground  for  call- 
ing out  the  militia,  and  aflembling  Parliament  without  the 
u^al  jiotice;  he  fufpe£led  that  the  proceedings  of  perfons 
who.  had  no  connexion  with  Mr.  Paine,  nor  with  any  of  his 
writings,  were  the  real  objeds  of  the  minifter's  firft  attacks", 
but  his  fufpicions  were  at  laft  confirmed,  when  an  Hon.  Fiiend 
of  his,  wiihing  to  relieve  the  Public  from  the  alarms  which 
thefe  minifteriai   arts  had  created,  moved  in  the  Houfe  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  thefe  alleged  plots  and  confpiracies, 
the  miniftcr  oppofed  the  motion,  and  it  was  confeauently 
negatived. —Why  were  thefe  plots  not  inquired  into?     Be- 
caufe  inquiry  at  that  time  fuited  not  the  views  and  purpofes  6f 
•  the  minifter  and   his  adherents.     They  had  projefts  which 
could  not  be  anfwered  by  that  plain,  honeft,  and  direft  me- 
thod, and  therefore  of  inquiry  into  thefe  plots  and  confpiracies 
we  heard  no  more  for  a  confiderable  time :    About  fixteen 
months  afterwards,  however,  the  minifter  himfelf  thought  fit 
to  come   forward  and  call  for  inquiry  into  plots  and  confpi- 
racies, and  extraordinary  indeed  was  the  condu£l  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  that  occafion ;  we  had  read  of  the  /o»g  Parlia- 
ment, ,and  of  the  rnmp  Parliament  j  poflibly  pofterity  might 
view  a  confiding  Parliament  in  no  better  light  than  either :  For 
a  confiding  Parliament  it  was  vrfiich  gave  the  minifter  credit 
for  his  aflertions,  and  agreed  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft 
on  the  ftrcDgth  of  ihcoi.    He  voted^  he  faidj  againft  all  thcfc 
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propofitions  of  the  minifter ;  nothing  had  happened  to  change, 
but  many  circumflances  had  taken  place,  which  fcrted  to  con- 
firm that  opinion,  and  therefore  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
agree  to  the  motion  before  the  Houfc,  which  was  for  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  a  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpr/s  Aft'; 
nor  could  any  man,  in  his  opinion,  fairly  agree  to  fnch  fufpen- 
Bon,  unlefs  ne^  plots  and  frefli  confpiracies  were  proved  to 
have  been  formed,  and  that  proof  regularly  and  fairly  brought 
before  that  Houfe ;  a  thing  which  was  not  ^ven  pretended  in 
this  cafe. 

He  was  lately  told  that  this  Bill  was  not  a  total  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft :  That  all  perfons  who  might  be 
^wanted  to  give  evidence  on  trials,  and  perfons  imprifoned 
tinder  any  thing  except  the  authority  of  this  Bill,  fuch  as 
thofe  who  were  to  be  bailed,  &c.  would  be  intitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  as  if  this  Bill  had  never 
paiTed.  This  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  downright 
quibble.— He  would  a(k  if  the  minifter  of  this  country  might 
at  will  and  pleafure  imprifon  whom  he  pleafed,  where  and 
when  he  pleafd/ without  affording  to  fuch  perfon  any  inform- 
ation as  to  the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged^  or  who 
his  accufcr  was,  and  not  to  bring  fuch  perfon  to  trial,  until  he, 
the  minifter,  thought  fit  ?  This  was  the  fort  of  power  which 
'was'  to  be  given  the  King's  miniftcrs  by  this  Bill,  and  every 
man  in  this  country  was  to  be  put  into  their  hands.  Every 
man  from  John  o'Groat's  Houfe  to  the  Land's  End  was  to  be 
imprifoned  without  privilege  or  bail,  except  the  Members  of 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  He  believed  that  inftead  of 
-  being  a'  partial  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  it  would 
not  be  found  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  England,  that  the  fuf- 
penfion of  that  Aft  had  on  any  occafion  been  more  general 
than  by  this  Bill  it  was  to  be*  He  muft  again  alk  what  reafon 
had  been  affigned,  for  giving  ac  this  time  lb  much  power  into , 
the  hands  of  any  government,  or  why  the  whole  of  a  people 
fhould  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  minifters  for  them  to  imprifon 
whom  they  pleafed  without  affigning  any  caufc — In  anfwer  to 
all  this  he  (hould  be  told  perhaps  of  the  lenity  and  indulgence 
which  accompanied  the  exercife  of  the  power  to  be  given  to 
•  minifters,  by  this  Bill,  for  that  they  have  been  remarkable  for 
the  lenity  and  indulgence  with  which  they  have  hitherto  ex- 
ercifed  their  power  in  that.refpc^t ;  to  which  he  would  anfwcr, 
that  no  man  (honld  be  thus  left  at  the  mercy  of  another,  un- 
lefs great  and  preiling  occafion  made  it  wcccffary.  If  miniftets 
had  (hewn  this  lenity  and  indulgence  to  any  who  had  been  al- 
ready imprifoned  under  the  authority  of  ,the  BiH,  and  it  was 
neceffary  they  fliould  be  imprifoned  at  all,  then  he  muft  draw 
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this  conclufion,  that  the  plot  did  not  exift  to  the  extent  mU 
sifters  fay  it  does^  if  it  did,  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  duty,  by  (hewing  that  lenity  or  indulgence.  On  the  &rft 
day  of  the  fei^on  he  felt  conCderablc  indignation  at  what  he 
then  heard  from  fome  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  on  the  fab* 
y^€t  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  prefumption  of  law  as  to  guilt  or 
innocence.  He  thought  it  a  principle  of  law  fo  well  and  fa 
jjcnerally  underilood — *'  That  every  man  is  to  be  deemed  in- 
nocent until  he  is  proved  to  be  guilty,"  that  no  Engliih  gen- 
tleman would  deny  it.  If  this  was  the  fa£i,  what  was  to  be 
faid  of  the  cafe  of  men  whom  the  law  had  acquitted  ?  And 
yet  the  Houfe  had  heard  an  Hon.  Member  make  ufe  of  the 
phrafe  *^  an  acquitted  felon.'*  What  muft  his  feelings  be 
when  he  heard  fuch  a  fentence  in  an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Cotn- 
mons?  He  did  not  fay  that  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  might 
not  form  his  opinion,  and  in  certain  cafes  exprefs  it  on  the 
verdi£t  of  a  jury  j  but  be  would  fay  it  wzs  an  infult  to  that 
Houfe  to  announce  in  it,  that  meh  were  culprits  and  felons 
who  had  been  acquitted.  He  would  go  further  than  af- 
ferting  that  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  might  In  certain  cafca 
give  his  opinion  on  a  verdifi  i  he  would  even  fay  a  Member 
of  that  Houfe  might  complain  of  a  verdi£t—  but  how  and  for 
what  reafon  complain?  Either  where  the  jury  had  been  pack- 
ed, or  improperly  impannelled^  where  the  judge  had  given 
wrong  diredlions;  or  where  an  evident  partiality  oad  appeared 
in  any  part  of  the  trial, or  where  the  jury  had  been  bribed  on 
the  one  hand,  or  menaced  by  the  judge  on  the  other,  and  had  in 
confequence  of  venality  or  terror  given  a  wrong  verdi£^  \  in 
cither  of  thefe  cafes  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  had  a  right 
to  complain  of  a  verdi^.  But  was  this  the  cafe  here  ? — by 
no  means ;  there  never  was  a  trial  to  which  fo  much  attention 
and  deliberation  had  been  given,  as  to  each  of  thofe  on  which 
this  plot  and  confpiracy  was  founded.  Upon  what  principle 
therefore  the  perfons  who  had  been  acquitted  were  to  be  ar- 
raigned again — for  it  was  arraigning  them  again  to  call  them 
acquitted  felons — ^bc  was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine.  Another  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  made  n  diftin£iiou  between  what  l^e 
called  the  forms  of  law,  by  which  a  party  was  tried  and  ac- 
quitted, and  the  moral  guilt  of  fuch  party  \  this  was  again  an 
unfounded  didlnAion,  for  the  accufation  of  treafon  in  that 
Houfe  (whether  according  to  law  or  not  was  not  his  bufineCi 
tp  inquire  then)  was  charged  to  arife  out  of  the  moral  guilt 
or  tccumulated  ads  of  fedition,  demonftrating  an  intention 
as  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  as  dire£t  ads  of  high  treafon;  there- 
fore the  jury  having  acquitted  the  perfons  charged,  had, , 
upon  his  own  principle,  deftroyed  the  diftindton  which  he 
3  ^  made 
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made  between  the  formal  acquittal  by  law  of  a  perfon  charged 
with  high  treafon^  and  the  moral  guilt  of  fuch  a  perfon  who 
had  been  guilty  of  a  crime  equally  dangerous  to  the  ftate  as 
high  treafon.  He  therefore  maintained  that  the  perfons  who 
had  been  tried  for  high  treafon  had  been  acquitted,  according 
to  the  dedud^ions  of  common  fenfe,  of  both  the  treafon  and 
the  fcditton;  becaufe  the  obje£b  of  the  profecution  was,  to 
make  ouL  and  fubftantiate  treafon  out  of  many  ads  of  fedi- 
tion  \  the  fa£^s  failed  on  the  pare  of  the  profecution,  and 
their  own  evidence  dlfproved  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown. 

Another  Hon.  Gentleman  had  aflced  if  the  exiftence  of  the 
plot  could  be  doubted,  after  the  grand  jury  had  found  tlie 
bill —  to  which  he  would  anfwer,  Moll  undoubtedly  it  could ; 
and  for  this  reafon^  the  evidence  given  before  the  grand  jury 
was  ex  parte  evidence,  moft  probably  the  evidence  of  fpics  and 
informers,  who  afterwards  committed  perjury  at  the  trial. 
But  he  might  be  told,  that  moft  of  the  evidence  before  the 
grand  jury  arofe  out  of  documents  which  were  unqueftion- 
able  as  to  authenticity.  He  wi{hed  to  draw  a  veil  over  all 
that  part  of  the  fubjcft,  for  all  thefe  documents  canae  before 
the  jury  under  a  deep  impreilion  that  they  muft  be  fufficient 
for  them  to  find  the  bill,  becaufe  the  two  Houfcs  qf  Parlia- 
ment had,  by  their  votes,  expreflcd  as  much  already.  Should 
he  be  alked,  whether  he  would  advife  that  mode  of  proceed- 
in?  againft  a  perfon  accufed  with  a  crime  which  aiFeclcd  Ins 
lire,  he  would  anfwer,  Certainly  not.  Having  made  thefe ob- 
ficrvations  on  the*  late  trials,  he  would  alk  on  what  pretence 
did  the  minifters  come  forward  for  the  renewal  of  this  Bill?— 
Were  there  any  new  hSts  on  which  it  was  fupported  ? — Was 
there  any  ground  of  any  kind  for  it? — He  maintained  that 
there  certainly  was  not.  He  wifhed  to  have  fome  informa* 
tion  on  thefe  plots  and  confpiracies,  which  reminded  him  of 
a  line— 

Qgit,  quid,  ubi«-quibu8  aoxiliU,  cur,  quomodo,  quando? 

He  wiflied  to  know  who  the  confpirators  were,  what  the  con- 
foiracy  was^  where  it  was,  by  whpfe  aid  and  afliftance  it  was  un- 
dertaken, and  what  were  the  means  by  which  it  was  tobe  effcdl- 
ed,  and  when  it  was  to  take  place  ?— Firft,  who  were  the  confpi- 
rators ?  Thofe  who  were  acquitted  ?-rNo,  hardly — perfons 
hitherto  unknovm  ?  To  fpeak  in  the  language  of  the  indi£l« 
ment.  Certainly  hitherto .  unknown,  and  he  believed,  that 
would  for  ever  remain  fo ;  bcfides,  he  was  bound  to  conclude 
there  could  be  no  fuch  confpirators  in  the  opinior  of  the  mini- 
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flsrsy  eife  tbey  would  have  afipointed  another.  Secret  Coaw- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  plot.  What  was  the  confpiracf  I 
It  wa»  a  confpiracy  to  call  a  Convention.  That  wa<;  no  con- 
fpiracy;  for  a  Convention  was  a  thing  in  itfelf  perre£tly  legal ; 
and  there  was  no  proof  that  any  thing  illegal  was  intended  by' 
it.  It  would  remain  a  legal  meafure  until  a  Coovention  BcU 
Ihould  pais  here)  as  it  did  fome  time  ago  in  Ireland.  Where 
was  the  confpiracy  ?  Was  it  in  the  metropolis,  where,  as  ao 
Hon.  Member  had  faid  laft  year,  a  great  number  of  defperate 
villains  met  in  night-cellars,  and  there  exercifed  with 
knives  and  other  implements  made  for  the  purpofe  of  dcftruc- 
tion  ^and  where,in  the  dead  of  nighr,  they  planned  their  horrid 
fchemes,  to  the  due  and  punctual  execution  of  which  they  took 
the  moil  folemn  oaths,  and  for  the  breach  of  which  they  called 
down  the  mod  horrid  imprecations  ?  All  this  had  been  faid  laft 
year  to  be  true ;  he  wondered  that  nothing  of  it  appeared  in 
the  Report.  However,  there  was  nothiii;:  in  it;  this  was  not 
to  be  found  therefore  in  London.  Was  it  to  be  found  in  Nor* 
wich,  or  in  Derby,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  By  whofe  aid  was  the  confpiracy  to  be  undertaken  ? 
There  was  not  one  perfon  brouglit  forward  in  that  charader, 
nor  any  thing  done  that  could  be  called  dangerous.  As  to  a 
few  foolilh  letters  or  addreffcs  to  the  Convention  of  France, 
he  thought  nothing  of  them,  and  it  ihould  be  remembered 
that  thofe  letters  were  fent  at  a  time  when  this  country  was 
not  in  hoilility  with  France ;  he  therefore  wuiOd  maintain 
that  all  that  thefe  perfons  aimed  at  was  a  Parliamentary  Reform 
on  the  plan  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  next  thing  was, 
by  what  means  this  confpiracy  was  to  be  e{fc£led  ?  Some  pikes 
were  brought  in  on  the  iirit  trial,  but  the  attempt  was  fo 
ridiculous,  that  they  difappeared  in  an  inilant,  and  were  feen 
no  more.  Some  perfons  met  at  Lambeth  for  the  purpofe  of 
being  taught  their  military  exercife,  but  their  numbers  and 
condition  were  fuch,  the  former  being  few  and  chicily  taylors 
and  taylors  apprentices,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Town- 
fliend  or  Jealous  might  have  taken  their  whole  army,  with 
their  general  at  their  head,  and  condudled  them  eafily  to  Bow* 
llreet. 

Mr.  Lambton  faid,  he  would  next  aik  at  what  time,  and  un^ 
der  what  circumilances,  were  the  people  of  this  country  to  be 
deprived  of  the  privileges  which  were  fecured  to  them  by  the 
Aft  of  Habeas  Corpus  F  When  the  monarchy  was  odious  ?— 
No — for  at  no  period  of  our  hiitory  was  the  Sovereign  beloved 
more  than  he  was  at  this  moment,  nor  was  there  ever  a  Prince 
en  the  throne,  who  for  his  virtues  dcfervedto^  be  w«re  beloved. 

Was 
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Was  it  when  wc  had  no  force  to  prcfcrve  our  internal  tran* 
quillity  ?  No,  we  had  a  large  corps  of  Fencibles>and  the  MUitia 
was  embodied  in  better  difcipiine  than  perhaps  it  ever  had 
been  before.  What  chance  then  was  there  of  any  fucccfs  to 
confpiracors  againft  the  ftate  ?  Moft  indubitably  iaone.  Let 
men  of  honour  and  conference,  thereforci  declare  whether  it 
was  a  fit  thing. that  the  people  of  England  (hould  without  any 
reafon  be  deprived  of  their  rights-  It  was,  however,  a  lament- 
able truth  that  the  King's  minifter  had  condu£led  himfelf  asif 
he  had  a  hatred  for  tlie  lower  clafs  of  focicty.  He  had  drawn, 
as  it  were,  a  line  of  demarkation  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor  in  this  country.  He  had  taught  the  rich  to  look,  with 
contempt  upon  the  poor,  and  the  poor  to  hold  the  rich  in 
hatred  and  deteilation.  For  his  pr«n,  he  had  always  thought, 
that  the  true  Englilh  policy  was  to  unite  them  in  one  bond  of 
harmony,  and  love  for  the  conftitution  under  which  they  were 
both  prote£led :  Not  to  encourage  fufpicion  in  the  one,  nor 
generate  envy  in  the  other,  fo  as  to  make  them  two  feparate  » 
and  hoftile  panics  ;  Not  to  treat  the  poor  in  England,  as  it  . 
was  the  policy  of  the  defpots  of  Germany,  to  regard  them  as 
beads  of  burden.  The  minifter,  Mr.  Lambton  faid,  had  filled 
the  men  of  wealth  of  this  country  with  alarm  and  apprehendon 
for  the  pofleilion  of  their  darling  property,  for  the  puroofe  of 
making  them  look  with  didruft  upon  the  poor,  and  to  gain  hia  ' 
objed  in  taking  away  the  liberty  of  the  lower  clafs.  This 
might  pafs  for  a  time,  indeed  it  had  pafTed  already.  For  a 
time  the  opinion  of  the  rich  would  appear  to  be  the  entire 
opinion  of  the  country,  and  give  a  certain  tone  to  itspolitics ;  but 
that  was  a  cloud  that  would  pafs  away ;  and  the  whole  people 
of  England,  feeing  with  their  own  eyes,  would  alfo  fpeak  with 
their  own  tongues ;  and  when  they  fhould  fo  fpeak,  he  hoped 
and  trufled  they  would  fpeak  with  a  voice  that  would  arouf/: 
the  moft  lethargic,  and  intionidate  the  moft  corrupt  and  pro* 
fligate  of  their  enemies.  He  declared,  he  had  no  pleafurc  in 
faying  thefe  things  \  he  could  wiih  there  was  no  foundation 
for  them ;  but  thefe  were  not  times  to  mince  matters,  they 
were  times  in  which  every  honeft  man  (hould  Ipcak  out  the 
real  dilates  of  his  heart  1  for  himfelf  he  would  venture  to 
fay,  that  if  it  were  poffible  for  his  heart  to  be  cxtmincd,  there 

•  was  not  one  in  thkt  Houfe  that  he  flattered  himfelf  was  more 
pure,  or  was  filled  with  more  ardent  wilhes  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country.  He  faw  no  reafon  to  admit,  that  in  point  of 
purity  of  politiisal  intention,  he  was  inferior  to  any  man  ia 

>  that  Houfe;  be  would  not  have  faid  this  if  he  had  not  feen 
fomethinglikc  difcontem  e;Kpicfiedby  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
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fide  of  the  Houfe,  on  part  of  what  he  faid  relative  to  the  rich 
and  poor. 

Such  were  the  grounds  on  which  this  Bill  fof  the  fafpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  KGt  was  to  be  oppofed  by  him.  He  did 
not  mean  to  lay)  there  were  not  any  perfons  who  wiflied  to 
throw  things  into  confufion ;  fuch  perfons  there  tnuft  be  in 
every  country}  but  he  meant  to  fay,  there  was  not  any  thing 
of  fuch  magnitude  as  to  call  for  tne  entiufting  fo  dangerous 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government.  He  was 
agatnft  it,  becaufe  it  gave  encouragement  to  the  nefarious 
pradltces  of  thofe  damnable  iiends,  commonly  caUed  fples* 
He  called  on  the  Houfe  to  remember  the  conduct  of  one  of 
thefc  charaAers>  who  attempted  to  take  away  the  life  of  Mr. 
Walker  of  Manchefter ;  z«d  he  could  not,  he  faid,  but  lament 
the  frequent  difproportion  and  inequality  of  punifhments  and 
crimes ;  that  perjured  villain  who  fwore  againft  Mr,  Walker, 
was  fentenced  only  to  be  imprifoned  for  two  years;  the 
offence,  in  his  opinioni  being  worfc  than  highway  robbery  or 
burglary,  and  equal  to  fome  murders  \  at  tlie  fame  time  that 
fome  journeymen  tradcfmen,  for  attempting  to  raife  their 
wages  illegallyi  were  ordered  to  ftand  upon  the  pillory,  and  to 
.be  imprifoned  for  that  time  befides  ! — Was  this  the  time  to 
treat  the  poor  with  cruelty  ? — So  far  from  it,  a  variety  of  cogent 
reafons  muft  prefs  upon  the  mind  of  every  thinking  man  to 
convince  him  that  we  fhould  hear  their  complaints  of  grievances 
with  attention,  and  endeavour  to  relieve  them  with  cffcd. 

Nothing  more,  Mr.  Lambton  faic^  occurred  to  him  to  dtkt 
upon  the  lubje£l,  except  to  take  notice  of  a  fociety  to  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  belong.  He  was  happy  the  minifter  thought 
the  views  of  that  fociety  moderate  and  patriotic.  Obfervmg 
fome  geftures,  he  proceeded  to  fay,  the  minifter  feemed  to 
diflent  from  the  lafl  propofition.  He  (hould  be  glad  to  hear 
the  minifter  attempt  to  prove  one  aft  of  the  fociety  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  or  one  fentence  writtfen  by  them,  which 
was  not  moderate  and  patriotic.  He  could  not  help  thanking 
the  minifter  for  the  opportunity  which  he  had  given  him,  to 
*-fay  fo  much  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  had  alluded.  He  hoped 
their  recent  aftions  had  proved  the  truth  of  what  he  then 
aflcrted.     What  had  that  fociety  lately  done  ?    They  had  fuf- 

f tended  their  proceedings  with  a  view  to  Parliamentary  Re« 
brm.  Had  they  abandoned  their  objcft  ?  Certainly  rtot. 
But  there  was  one  common  danger  at  prefent,  in  which  all 
were  involved ;  it  was  paramount  and  fuperior  to  all  other 
confiderations ;  it  was  therefore  their  duty  to  rcffain  for  the 
nrcicnt,  from  agitating  .the  mind»  «f  the- Subiic ;  they  h^ 

•-  *  uiens* 
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therefore  withdrawn  their  efforts  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform.. 
How  long  were  they  to  be  thus  retired  and  ina£live  ?  During 
(he-continuance  of  our  prefent  calamity  }  no  longer.  When 
(faid  be)  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to  remove  our  prefent  calamity, 
we  (hall  then  (land  upon  advantage-ground  with  the  people 
of  this  country.  We  (hall  be  enabled  to  fay  to  them^  The  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  which  you  bave  been  under^-^the  calami- 
ties you  have  experienced,  were  brought  on  by  a  corrupt  Ad- 
jninUtration,  a£ting  through  the  medium  of  a  corrupt  Parlia- 
ment— (A  cry  of  Order  !  Order  t  came  from  the  oppoftte^de  of  the 
Houfe.) — Mr.  Lanibton  proceeded — "  The  language  which  I 
have  ufed  I  will  repeat,  if  it  has  faded  in  the  recolleftion  of 
any  Hon.  Member  of  this  Houfe :  I  fay  that  will  b6  the  ad-^ 
vantage-^und  on  which  we  (hall  ftand ;  and  fuch  is  the  ad- 
clrefs  which  I9  for  one,  (hall  make  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  I  will  defy  the  arti(ices  of  any  fet  of  men  to  countera£i  ity 
for  I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difcernment  in  the  people  of 
this  country." 

The  Att^fiey  General  Atn  rof^.  He  faid  there  was  no  man  in 
that  Houfe  who  felt  more  the  immenfe  importslnce  and  ma?*, 
oitude  of  the  fubje£l  than  he  did  :  Perhaps  there  were  circum- 
ftance$  which  made  his  feelings  upon  it  ftronger  than  thofe  of 
moft  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe.  The  (ituation  he  had  the  ho* 
nour  to  bold  had  thrown  a  duty  upon  him  as  feverct  in  every 
fenfe  of  the  word,  as  could  be  thrown  upon  any  individual. 
In  riCngto  fpeak  upon  this  queftion,  he  felt  no  animofitv,  jio 
warmth;  he  had  no  other  obje£l  buttruth.  In  the  courfe  of  what 
he  had  to  fay,  it  was  his  objeA  to  convince,  and  not  to  ofiend. 
The  duty  he  had  to  perform  was  of  too  folemn,  too  important  ' 
a  nature,  and  he  (hould  be  unworthy  of  the  fituation  he  held,  if 
be  did  in  any  point  endeavour  to  miflead  the  judgment  of  the 
Houfe.  The  dutv  which  had  been  thrown  upon  him  was  to 
Condu£i  a  great  public  profecution,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  ren« 
der  it  effedual ;  but  it  was  alfo  his  duty  not  to  render  it 
efie£iual  by  violating  any  one  of  the  rules  of  law  or  of  juftice. 
He  hoped  in  this  particular  his  condudl  was  not  liable  to  cen- 
f  ure }  of  this  he  was  fure,  that  he  had  aded  ftriiElly  according 
to  the  di£late6  of  his  confcience. 

^  In  bringing  forward  this  meafurci  he  admitted  in  the  fulleft 
manner  what  had  fallen  from  Gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide  of 
the  Houfe,  viz.  that  very  clear,  very  ilrong  grounds  (hould  be 
made  out  before  they  could,  or  indeed  before  they  ought  to 
giTent  to  the  motion.  Indeed,  fo  ftrongly  did  he  feel  that  it 
.was  the  right  of  the  peopleto  have  this  a£l  in  force,  unlefs  in 
cafes  of  emergency^  tliat  if  he  had  had  rea(on  to  think  tbat 
'       U  u  a  there 
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Acre  eztfted  no  retfl  caufc  why  the  Bill  ihould  continae  in 
exiftence,  he  would  himfelf  have  come  forward  early  in  the 
feflion  to  have  propofed  the  repeal ;  for  though  the  A£l  was 
Kmited  to  the  firft  of  February,  yet  in  his  opinion  not  one  day 
ihould  be  loft  in  reftoring  the  Habeas  Corpus  h€t  after  the 
danm  had  ceafcd.  Whether  that  danger  did  or  did  not  exi(b 
at  this  moment  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  juftify  the  continuance 
of  the  fufpcnfion,  was  a  point  upon  which  he  differed  from  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  he  was  afraid  from 
feveral  other  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe.  He  was  aware  that 
it  was  not  a  popular  meafure  to  propofe  the  renewal  of  this 
£ill :  He  knew  that  popular  opinion  had  been  much  mifled 
upon  the  fubje£l,  and  that  fome  pains  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
rent  the  people  from  viewing  it  in  its  proper  light.  He  con* 
feffed  that  he  felt^  in  common  with  other  men,  a  certain  degree 
of  relufiance  in  taking  the  lead  in  an  unpopular  meafure ;  but 
when  he  was  called  upon  by  reafon,  by  conlcience,  by  his  duty 
to  his  country,  to  perform  the  talk,  he  would  do  it  boldly. 

He  could  not  but  lament  extremely  the  temper  of  mind 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  difplaycd  upon 
this  queftion.  He  had  known  that  Gentleman  from  his  in- 
fancy, he  knew  the  virtues  of  his  heart,  he  knew  the  powers  of 
his  mind,  he  knew  the  great  extent  of  his  property,  and  it  was 
that  knowledge  of  him  which  made  him  regret  the  temper  in 
which  he  had  fpoken  upon  this  fubjedk.  Whenever  he  faw  a 
man  of  his  weight  and  confequence  in  the  country  profeffing 
fuch  fentiments,  and  fupporting  them  with  fo  much  vehe- 
mence, it  always  ealled  to  bis  recoHedJion  a  letter  written  by 
perfons  calling  themfclves  the  Editors  of  the  Patriot  (ap;>per 
piibliflicd  at  Sheffield)  to  the  Conftitutional  Society.  Ihis 
letter,  after  fuggcfting  a  vafriety  of  ways  of  inftilling  difcon- 
tcnt  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  goes  on  thus : — **  Whenever 
you  find  men  apprehenfive  that  an  attempt  at  Reform  may 
produce  confuiion,  and  the  deftrudion  of  property,  a(k  them 
if  they  know  fuch  a  man  (naming  one  of  great  fortune  and 
charafker  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  is  an  advocate  for  Re- 
form);  he  will  fay,  Yes :  You  may  then  aflc  hin^,  whether  he 
fuppofes  that  fuch  a  man^'ould  fupport  a  meafure  which  had 
^  tendency  to  deflroy  aU  property,  and  confequently  to  ruin 
him,''  &c. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  really  were  anxious 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  were  cited  as  examples,  to  induce 
uninfprmcd  men  to  enter  into  all  the  wild  and  dangerous 
fchemcs  of  pretended  reformers.  This  obfcrvation  he  meant 
particularly  t9  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft -fat  down — de 
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$ifohula  narratur-^hc  hoped  that  Gentleman  would  refleft 
ferioufly  upon  this  advice ;  his  immcnfc  property  gave  him 
great  weight  in  the  countrvi  and  he  hoped  he  never  would 
fuffer-defigning  men  to  ufe  that  weight  tor  the  promotion  of 
their  own  views  of  confufion  and  anarchy.  This  obfervation 
was  ftronger  when  applied  to  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  much  in  favour  of 
that  fociety.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  argument 
upon  what  might  be  the  intentions  of  that  fociety;  but  this 
he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the  example  of  men,  fuppofed 
.  to  be  men  of  confequence  in  the  ftate^  had  been  produdive  of 
ill  eiFeds  to  the  community. 

•  He  certainly  did  approve  of  the  condu^l  of  the  fociety  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  in  ceafing,  in  the  prefent  moment, 
their  exertions  for  the  obtaining  a  Reform  in  Parliament;  but 
he  ihould  have  approved  of  their  conduct  dill  more,  if  they  had 
ihewn  more  temper  in  the  addrefsby  which  they  .communicated 
that  intention  to  the  Public ;  for,  from  the  way  in  which  it  was 
writteni  it  feemed  calculated  to  excite  others  to  thofe  aftive  mea- 
fures  which  they  themfelves  had  declined.  JtVith  refpcd  to  the 
meafure  then  before  the  Houfe,  he  had  been  concerned  in  it 
in  a  variety  of  charatlers^  and  had  been  called  upoii  to  a£l  in  it 
in  a  variety  of  capacities.  The  firft  fituation  in  which  he  had 
been  led  toconfider  this  bufinefs,  was  as  a  Member  of  that 
Committee  to  which  the  papers  were  originally  referred.  He 
had  afterwards  to  view  it  in  a  more  important  light,'  as  his 
Majefty's  Attorney  General;  and  Jaftly,  he  came  to  confiJcr  it 
in  a  Icgiflative  point  of  view. 

•  r  Before  he  proceeded  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  appeared  to  him  expedient  to  pafs  *his  Bill,  he  begged 
leave  to  reply  (hortly  to  fome  obfervations  which  had  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down.  He  had 
fpoken  much  upon  the  nature  and  efFcft  of  the  verdidt  of  a 
jury.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  intention  than  to  fay 
one  word  that  could  be  confidered  as  difrefpeftful  to  that  in- 
valuable inflitution ;  no  man  could  look  upon  juries  with  more 
veneration  ;  it  was  in  them  that  the  conftitution  lived,  moved, 
and  had  its  being.     But  great  and  invaluable  as  the  trial  by  jury 

•  was,  it  couid  not  alone  maintain  the  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, particularly  when  attacked  by  fo  many  and  fuch  powerful 
engines  as  it  was  at  prefent. 

•  He  {hould  not  only  fpeak  of  the  verdifts  of  juries  in  general 
with  refpedjbutof  the  particularverdids  which  had  fopftenbeen 
alluded  to.  He  conceived  however  that  it  was  no  derogation  from 
fhe  chftra&er  of  a  jury  to  fay,  that  in  a  queftion  like  the*prefent, 

he 
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lie  flKHiId  pay  more  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Parliament^ 
Aan  tp  the  opinion  of  a  jury.  And  he  could  not  avo^d  faying^ 
that  nothing  could  be  more  injudicious,  nothing  more  im« 
proper,  than  to  praife  a  jury  at  the  expencc  of  Parliament.  But 
the  opinion  of  the  jurie$  v(rbo  decided  in  the  late  trials,  and 
the  opinion  of  Parliament  upon  this  fubje£l,  did  not  dlfibr  in 
the  (malleft  degree,  notwithftandiag  all  that  had  been  faid  lo 
fet  the  one  in  oppobtion  to  the  other. 

The  view  in  which  it  was  conGdered  by  the  juries,  and  the 
purpofe  for  which  they  iuYeftigated  it,  were  fo  extremely 
different  from  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  examined  by 
Parliament,  that  the  decifion  of  the  one  had  no  cWcQ,  upon  the 
other.  No  man  was  more  likely  to  be  miftaken  than  he  was  i 
\>ut  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  w^  by  no  means  neceflary  that 
any  of  the  individuals  accufed  of  treafon,  (hould  have  been 
convi£ted,  in  order  to  juftify  Parliament  in  palling  this  BiU» 
becaufe  it  was  not  propofed  on  account  of  the  guilt  of  any  in« 
dividual  in  particular,  but  upon  the  exiftence  ot  a  confpiracy  i 
the  verdi£t$  had  acquitted  the  perfons  accufed.  As  to  the  ex* 
iilence.of  the  confpiraoy,  the  verdiAs  faid  nothing,  and  indeed 
that  was  a  fubjed  upon  which  Parliament  was  fuily  competent 
|o  decide  for  itfelf .    , 

,  If  he  appeared  to  fpeak  with  too  much  confidence  upon  this 
fttbje£^,  ne  hoped  the  Houfe  would  forgive  him  ;  fo  much  of 
bis  time  had  been  fpent  in  examining  the  whole  cafe,  in 
irartotts  points  of  view«  and  for  different  purpofes,  th;)t  he,  per- 
haps, felthtmfelf  juftified  in  fpeakingat  leafl  with  fome  con« 
fidence.  As  a  Member  of  the  Committee,  his  duty  u-as  to 
inquire  whether  there  was  ground  for  the  report  which  was  ^ 
made.  As  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  he  had  a  more 
important,  a  more  foJcmn  duty  to  difcharge.  Upon  examining 
prery  pari;  of  the  cafe  with  all  the  induftry  and  ikill  he  could 
beftow,  he  felt  himfelf  compelled  to  carry  the  bufinefs  before 
^  grand  jury ;  but  upon  this  occafion  he  had  not  trufted  tphis 
0wn  judgment,  he  ponfulted  with  fome  of  the  ableft  men  in 
|he  profeflionof  the  law  (not  more  able,  he  thanked  God,  than 
thois  employed  fortheprifoners),and  they  concurred  with  him 
in  thinking  it  a  proper  cafe  for  the  confideration  of  a  grand 

Having  taken  tliefe  precautions,  the  cafe  was  fubmitted  to 
agrand  iury,  who  fanuioned  by  their  concurrence  the  opinion 
hehadiormed.  He  had  often  heard  cenfures  pafled  upon 
that  power  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General,  vis. 
that  of  filing  informations  ex  cjffS^io ;  but  he  nev^r  before  heard 
fuoh  an  attack  upon  the  character  and  f unfUons  of  a  grand 
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jury,  which  in  general  is  c6n(idered  as  a  fafeguard  of  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  almoft  equal  in  point  of  effeft  with  the  petit 
jury.     It  had  been  fald  that  the  grand  jury  muft  have  been 
prejudiced  from  the  predetermination  of  Parliament.    Ifthiv 
argument  had  any  weight  at  all>  it  mufl  go  the  length   of 
proving  that  it  was  wrong  forl^arllament  to  interpofe,  though 
they  faw  the  country  threatened  with  imminent  danger,  fot 
fear  that  it  might  influence  the  determination  of  a  grand  jury. 
As  to  the  grand  jury  having  proceeded  upon  ^x  parte  evi- 
dence, it  was  true  5  but  fo  did  every  grand  jury,  and  lipon 
thisbccafion  they  fpent  four  days  in  inveftigating  the  charge^ 
and^reat  part  of  the  evidence  upon  which  they  founded  their 
determination,  confided  of  written  documents.     The  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  declaimed  with  much  vehemence  upon  the 
'  circumftance  of  fpies  having  been  examined.    In  the  firft  p]ace> 
he  wiflied  to  bbferve,  that  very  few  of  the  perfons  coming 
under  that  defcription  were  examined  before  the  grand  jury  ; 
bnd  with  refpefb  to  tfaofe  examined  on  the  trials,  he  had  done 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty :  He  had  prefaced  the  examine 
ation  of  thefe  witnefles,  by  telling  the  jury  that  they  were  not 
to  give  credit  to  perfons  ftanding  in  that  predicament,  unleft 
in  points  in  which  they  were  confirmed  by  other  witnefles,  ot 
where  they  were  not  contradiftcd  by  other  witnefles.  He  had^ 
in  the  courfe  of  a  pretty  a£tive  profeflional  life,  been  prefedt  at 
many  trials  in  which  perfons  called  fpies  had  been  examined^ 
and  he  never  remembered  one  fingle  cafe  iji  which  the  oppofite 
party  had  gained  fo  little  by  the  attack  made  upon  them  ;  be- 
tides, the  Houfe  (hould  recolleA  that  tbofe  fpies  ftood  in  a  very 
different  predicament  in  thofe  trials  from  what  they  did  upon 
teoft  occafions.    They  did  not  come  to  fpeak  of  tranfaAiont 
'Which  pafled  in  a  corner,  they  did  not  come  to  prove  converiii^ 
tions  between  two  individuals,  and  where,  of  cootfe^  th^  per^ 
Ton  accufed  can  have  no  means  of  defence.    On  the  contraryy 
they  fpoke  to  fads  which  happened  every  week  in  public  foci^ 
ctics ;  and  if  in  giving  their  evidence  they  miftated  fads,  thert 
were  hundreds  of  perfons  who  might  have  contradided  diem.  ^ 
But  during  all  thofe  trials,  that  Was  not  the  cafe  in  a  6h|le 
inftance.    He  therefore  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  tefli** 
mony  given  in  fuch  a  public  manner  by  uncontradided  wit^ 
nefles.     As  to* the  individuals  who  had  been  tried  and  acquitted^ 
he  meant  to  fay  nothing  refpeding  them )  he  would  ofily  re- 
mark generally,  that  in  point  of  law,  ji^j,/fadeed  in  point  of 
common  fenfe,  the  real  and  the  onrfcncft  of  a  verdidof 
Not  GuUiji  generally  fpeaking,  was,  tbat  the  perfon  could  not 
'be  tried  again  for  the  uune  oftncc* 
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No  man  who  pretended  to  know  any  thing  of  the  theory  of 
the  law,  no  man  who  knew  any  thing  of  its  pratVice,  oould  for 
a  moment  contend  that  a  verdlA  of  Not  Guiitj  was  a  full 
cftabUfhrpent  of  the  moral  innocence  of  the  party  accufed.  He 
would  put  a  cafe  upon  this  fubjeft :  Suppofe  upon  a  charge  of 
trcafon,  any  gentleman  of  the  moft  unblemi(l)ed  honour  was 
to  give  evidence  of  an  overt-aft,  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  every 
man  who  heard  him,  ftill  if  there  was  no  otlicr  evidence,  the 
prifoner  muft  be  acquitted ;  becaufe  the  law  fays,  there  muft  be 
two  witnefTes  to  every  overt-aft.  Here  was  a  cafe  of  a  verdiA 
of  Not  Guiity\  in  which  every  perfon  muft  be  fatisfied  of  the 
real  guiit  of  the  perfoft  acquitted. 

There  were  cafes  even  in  which  the  confeffion  of  guilt  by  the 

farty  accufed  could  not  be  received  againft  him  in  evidence: 
n  fuch  a  cafe,  though  a  jury  might  be  bound  by  law  to  acquit 
the  prifoner,  yet  could  any  man  think  that  the  verdi£l  of  Not 
Guilty  was  a  proof  of  moral  innocence  ? 

He  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe  a  moft  extraordinary  faft,  in 
corroboration  of  the  argument  he  had  juft  been  maintaining. 
While  he  and  his  Learned  Friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  were  contend- 
ing at  the  trials  about  the  meaning  of  a  publication  of  one  of 
the  focreties,  that  very  fociety  publithed  another  paper,  avowing 
that  their  meaning  in  the  former  publication  was  exaOly  that 
which  he  had  put  upon  it.  But  he  could  not  ia  point  of  law 
produce  the  fecond  paper  to  prove  the  meaning  of  the  firft, 
becaufe  the  latter  paper  was  written  after  the  prifoner  had  been 
taken  into  cuftody. 

Here  was  a  cafe  in  which  no  human  being  could  doubt  the 
.meaning  of  the  paper;,  but  yet  he  was  prevented  by  technical 
rules  from  ptoving  it.  Let  us  then,  continued  the  Attorney  • 
General,  preferve  the  conftitution  in  all  its  braiKhes,  let  U6 
^refcrvc  it  in  Parliament,  Jet  us  preferve  it  in  grand  juiies,  let 
us  preferve  it  in  juries,  let  us  preferve  it,  not  by  facriftcing  the 
one  branch  to  the  other,  but  by  giving  to  each  its  due  por- 
^tion  of  refpeft.  It  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  give  into 
the  habit  of  treating  tlie  fundlion^  of  grand  juries  with  levity  or 
^ith  difrel4)eft,  for  that  would  teach  thenri  to  think  lightly  of 
.their  office,  and  then  ^  they  would  execute  it  negligentjly.  For- 
.tunately,  tius  was  not^  country  in  which  a  man  could  be  tried 
for  any  fpecics  of  offence  whatever,  with  a  couhter^r^olutionary 
iiitetUiofif  and  then,  if  acquitted,  might  be  taken  up  and  tried 
^gain  for  the  fame  fa£l.  The  law  here  w;as  clear,  the  judgi)s 
independent,  the  juries  upright,  and  the  decifioo^  refpeded* 
-Sufficient  ground  having  been  laid  before  Parliament* fo  jiiftify 
them  originally  tn  fufpending  the  Habeas  Ccrpuj  A&,  i^^qfici^ 
^  '  tioa 
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tioil  vat  theiii  liad  the  venlidis  of  the  juries  difprovcd  the  cx^ 
iftcfvceof  the  conipiracfi  and  tendered  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Haitras  Corpus  A6tunn9CcS^tj. 

The  Hon.  Geatlenuul  faid^  that  the  alarpi  vaifed  in  1 791 
wae  totally  without  foundation ;  but  he  would  fliew  the  Houft 
that  thefe  focieties  were  totally^-cncompatible  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  England,  inafmuch  as  it  was  their  objedi  to  introduce 
a  fjftem  of  goTernment  fimilar  to  that  of  France.  Gentlemen 
faare  faid,  that  the  letters  and  addrcfles,  fent  from  this  country 
to  the  French  Convention,  were  idle,  foolifli  papers.  Whether 
the  epithets  of  fooUfh  and  idle  could  be  with  propriety  applied 
to  them,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  judge. 

It  was  worth  notice  that  the  focieties  in  England  never  ad« 
^refled  tiie  Convenrion  till  after  the  depofuion  of  the  King^ 
but  confined  their  communications  to  the  Jacobin  and  other  / 
focieties.  But  when  the  Convention  had  depofed  the  King, 
then  they  became  a  fit  body  for  the  Englifti  focieties  to  corre* 
fpood  with ;  accordingly,  after  that  period,  numerous  ad- 
drefles  were  fenc  from  the  focieties  in  Englai'id  to  that  thing 
i:ajiing  kidf  the  Convention  of  France.  The  Attorney  Gc'^ 
neral  read  a  variety  of  extras  from  the  correfpondence  be* 
twceii  the  two  cbuntries,  proving  the  objeGt  on  hpih  fides  of 
the  wnter  to  have  been  the  fame. 

Having  commented  upon  thofe  letters  (which  have  al- 
ready been  before  the  Public  fo  often),  he  proceeded  to  re- 
made npoA  the  perfons  who  had  delivered  the  addrefs  at  the 
bar  of  tne  Convention.  Upon  the  writings  of  Mr. Joel  Barlow  in 
particular,  he  animadverted  with  much  feverity.  He  then  took 
a  view  of  the  principles  contained  in  Mr.  Paine's  Works,  and 
remarked  that  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Barlow,  both  of  whom  had 
written  againil  monarchy  with  the  utmoft  violence,  were 
ftated  by  many  of  the  focieties  ^o  have  cxprefled  their  fenti- 
ments  in  thofe  publications. 

But  it  fcemed  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  to  praife  the 
French  for  having  depofed  the  King,  to  adopt  all  their  prin* 
cipleS)  to  avow  the  fenriments  of  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Barlow, 
and  to  exprefs  a  hope  that  the  French  would  foon  fend  over 
letters  of  congratulation  to  a  National  Convention  in  Englandt 
were  idle,  foolifh  ads,  and  not  deferving  of  punilhmcnt.  He 
begged  to  a(k  the  Houfe,  whether  men  a^Sting  upon  fuch  prin- 
ciples as  thefe  were  not  dangerous  i  and  whether,  as  thefe 
focieties  had  not  difavowed  thefe  principles,  it  was  not  neccf- 
fary  that  Government  iliould  be  armed  with  extraordinary 
power  to  refill  them  ?  There  was  one  lad  rather  of  a  finguJar 
nature,  to  which  he  wiihed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
which  was,  that  the  Addrefs  from  the  London  Conftitutionai 
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Society  to  the  National  Conrention  of  France,  was  Totcd  in 
the  mooch  of  Notember  1792 ;  and,  in  the  fame  month,  the 
Convention  pafled  their  funous  decree,  in  which  they  ofier 
to  aflift  the  fubjeAs  of  every  country  againft  tfaor  go» 
vernors.  . 

The  Attorney  General  went  through  a  regubr  detail  of  the 
procecdingt  of  the  Societies  from  the  month  of  November 
1 792,  down  to  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  in  1 794,  comment* 
ing  upon  each  paper  as  he  went  along,  and  proving  the  fedi- 
tious  intentions  of  the  fociettet. 

Upon  the  Scotch  Convention  he  dwelt  for  fome  time,  and 
contended  very  forcibly  that  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  intcn* 
tion  of  that  Convention  was  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  rcdrefs^ 
when  every  part  of  their  proceedings  (hewed  clearly  that  they 
had  no  fuch  intention. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  then  adverted  to  th2  fubjcft  of  arms, 
and  fa  id  it  was  impofilble  to  fuppefe  thofe  arms,  which  were 
made  all  alike,  had  been  manufa£lured  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  at  the  fame  time,  by  accident.  It  muft  have 
been  a  preconcerted  plan— *a  plan,  fortunately  for  this  country^ 
prevented  by  the  vigilance  ot  Parliament. 

Having  preiTed  theie  arguments  with  his  ufual  ingenuity,  he 
concluded  with  faying,  he  (hould  have  no  objection  to  the 
infertiott  of  a  dauie  in  the  Bill  to  enable  Parliament,  if  the 
caufc  ccafed,  to  repeal  the  Bill  even  during  this  feflbns — fo 
anxious  waa  he  tlmt  it  (hould  not  exift  a  moment  longer  than 
the  urgency  of  the  cafe  required. 

But  feeling,  as  he  did,  that  there  eztfted  in  this  country, 
at  the  prelcnt  moment,  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  danger, 
the  duty  he  owed  to  the  conftitution  induced  him  to  propofe 
this  Bill}  though,  at  the  fame  time,  no  man  felt  more  regret 
thaii.  he  did  that  there  ihould  exiil  a  neceffity  for  fuch  a  mea- 
fure. 

Mr.  Jthjll  profefled,  that  the  firft  imprefTion  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  fpccch  was  furprife,'  that 
a  pcrfon.of  fuch  talents  and  fuch  difccrnment  as  he  knew  him 
to  poffefs,  could  ever  fuppole  that  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, wes  compofcd  of  Inch  materials  as  to  confent  to  a  mea- 
fure  of  10  much  importance  to  thcfnbjed  as  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  C'^rpus  Ad,  without  havhig  brought  fbrward  one  new 
fuck  for  tlicir  coniideration,  and  iiulccd  from  no  better  rcafon 
than  h'u  tcncelvin^  it  to be.nccci?ary. •  The  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gcutlcai-in's  rpccch,  Mr.  Jekyll  faid,  confiftcd  entirely  of  the 
okl  Report  v>f  tiic  Secret  Committee  newly  haftied  up,  and  of 
the  evidence  Iv/ought  forward  in  the  late  trials,  and  con- 
Uadiitcd  by  repeated  dccifions  and  vcrdich  of  juries.    Ih 
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fliorty  the  Houfei  upon  grounds  which  wonM  not  in  any  other 
cafe  be  adnuflible,  wei^c  a  iiecond  time  dcfired  to  fufpand  this 
moil  ipiportant  part  of  the  Britiih  conftitiztion;  The  Bill  was 
now  held  out  as  a  meafure  of  prevention  ;  a  new  phrafe  was 
employed  to  fuit  the  occafion  ;  it  was  £iiid  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  preventing  a  difpofition  to  moral  guUt'^z  thing  which 
had  not  befoie  been  heard  oU  as  anobjed  of  legiflative  precau- 
tion* Did  the  Attorney  General  imagine  they  were  to  furren- 
dcr  the  palladium  of  their  liberties,  merely  becaufe  he  thought 
proper  to  call  upon  jdbem  fo  to  do  ?  Was  he  prepared  to  de- 
mand that  the  Hdufe  fliould  refign  their  countrymen  into  the 
hands  of  a  defpotic  and  unrelenting  minifter }  and  that  he 
Should  be.able  to  imprifon  Britons»  whofe  birthright  was  free- 
dom) whenever  he  fliould  be  pleafed  to  fufpc£i  them  of  crimi* 
naiity  of  i:ondu&»  though  h^  fhould  be  unable  to  fubftantiate 
any  uich  diarge  by  a  flisuiow  of  evidence  ?  That  would  be  a 
tale  of , prevention  indeed  I 

.  Another  dodrine  which  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman 
faad.th^  evening  preached  forth  in  a  tone  of  impofing  folem- 
nity,  was,  thatfocietiesof  the  people  had  no  right  to  influence 
thft  QDiuluft  of.  their  reprefentatives,  or  to  exeiofe  any  fway 
-over  the.mea(urt3  of  Parliament.  This  do&rine,  Mr.  Jekyll 
xiedaredy  he  would  firmly  depy  ^  and  he  believed  few  othet 
Membeisiof  that  Houfc  poflefled  that  degree  of  audacity  that 
couldemholden  thein  to  maintain  it  $  fbwi  hebelieved,  would 
▼entuie  to  contradift  the  conftitutional  fa£k  of  the  cafe  being 
dire£Uy  otbekwife.  And  he  would  aik.  Was  any  man  wild 
enough  to  think  diat  Parliament!  if  left  alone,  would  ever 
fet  about  reforming  itfelf  ? 

'Xihe  next  point  urged  was  a  very  fingular  fpecies  of  evi<* 
dcnce,  namely,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  who  Vttere 
members  cf  thefe  focieties,  and  who  co-operated  in  their 
meafureSf  were  ignorant  of  their  real  defigns* .  What !  was 
the  ordinary  courle  of  juftice  incompetent  co  rcftrain  the  im- 
proper C0D4u£t  of  fo  fmall  a  number  as  one-tenth  of  the  indi- 
viduals connected  with  thefe  fodeties  i  If  Oich  were  the 
fa£l^  die  power  0f  the  laws  of  this  country  muit  be  enfeebled 
and.  parsdyfed  beyond  any  former  example.  And  he  would 
not  make  fo  feverc  a  fatire  upon  the  profcffion  of  which 
he  was  .a  member,  as  to  fay,  that  the  juftice  of  the  eoun- 
tryi^admtniftered  acc^vdiog  to  the  ufuai  courfe  of  law,  was 
not  fumcicnt  lo.puoifti  fo  dtminvtive  a  number.  He  would 
not  affirm  that  it  was  fo  paralyfed,  fo  debtliuted  in  its  opem^ 
tions,  as  to  render  neccflTary  the  intervention  of  new  and  ex- 
traordinary a£l$  of  the  Legiflature.  If  it  was  the  obje£^  to 
rcprefs  fcdition,  the  Crown  furely  had  not  been  fpating  of  pro- 
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fecutiotx  for  fedition.  Was  then  the  Habias  Coifur^  the  graoid 
bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  Engliihinen,  to  be  fufpended  for 
the  criitie  of  a  few  individnals  ? 

He  could  not  help  remarking,  that  another  praiSice  liad«i>« 
catnedy  which  he  lamented  as  a  man  and  a  legiflator.  When 
fa£ls  were  found  infuificient,  and  the  deficiency  of  evtdence 
became  glaring,  then  prejudice  was  attempted  to  be  mftilled 
into  the  minds  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Gcfttmons  i 
and  charges  which  were  made  but  could  not  be  fuhftantiated^ 
were  fuppKed  by  ridicule  ai^d  declamation.  The  dcciGons  of 
juries  were  alfo  endeavoured  to  be  ezpofed  in  a  ftyk  of  dnri* 
Tion ;  and  on  a  fudden,  a  difcorery  novel  and  ezkaorlinary  in 
its  (nature,  hnd  been  made,  namely,  that  the  ferdift  q£  ac* 
quittal  was  infuffictent  to  clear  the  character  of  the  acquitted 
frohn  the  imputation  of  criminality.  A  Hew  pbrafe  alfo  was 
invented,  in*ordcr  to  fupply.the  exigency  of  the  moment  \  and 
where  no  legal  culpability  could  be  fixed,  morai  gttiitvf2&  iowsaA 
to  have  a  {hare  in  the  charader.  One  Gentidnan^  wfaofetee- 
taphyfical  diftindions  had  fometimes  oonfideraUy  inteseAoi 
the  Houfe^  'had  had  the  bare-faced  eflrrontery  to  beftow  Ufxm 
thofe  men,  *who  had  been  honourably  acqQitted*by  the  ¥cnli£t 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  difgraceful  and  un}«ftifiaUe«pi'^ 
thetof  acquitted fiJons  f  When,  however^  that  Right  Horn 
Gentleman  had'  been  called  upon  to  maintain  the  'Ohaqgo  ht 
luid  made,  he  had  ihrtink  from  the  attempt  to  defend  aft  vm^ 
pnbition  fo  unwarrantable  ;  and  fearful  that  die  eqiwiBon 
&ould  be  converted' into  a  watch-wordV  had  been  obliged  to 
change  the  expreflioA  ifttaacfimilo^  which,  Mr,  fekylJ  declared, 
was  full  as  reprehenfibic  as  the  original  reproach  on  perfona 
pronbaticed  itmocemljy  ia  jury  of  t&te  country. 

He  lamented  that  be  could  hot  cnprefe  his  deteftuttei  of 
language  fo  unjuft  an4  dahgerous,  in  tehns  ite  *ek>ii}lient 
as  a  Noble  Lord  had  done  in  a  'diftourfe  *{>aonoifleed 
fomewhere  on  a  former  occaiion,  and  whioh  the  Noble  Perfon  he 
diuded  to  had  condefcended  to  give  to  the  Piiblic  in  the  form 
of  a  pamphlet.  .         .-    . 

In  that  publication  the  Noble- Author  inveighed  bitterly 
againft  the  tyranny^of  the  decrees  of  vheCotfremioii,  '^and  dieir 
^affionatc  invedftve^  againft  mercv  ami  jilftfce-:  Forthepur- 
pofc  of  apprizing  you  (fays  t^  Noble  LOrd)  of  the'getierad 
idea  of  the  Legillators  -of  France  upon  the  fubjed  of  fetbt^A 
liberty,  I  will  now  read  to  you  the  law  which  {mflfed  on  the 
.TTth  of  September*. 

*  Lord  Momington,  pageiio* 

"«  Im- 
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**  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  f  refent  decree, 
u\\  fii^eBed  ^crionn  who  ftiall  be  fovnd  within  the  territory  of 
the  Republic,  and  who  are  yet  at  large,  {hall  be  put  into  a  U2te 
ofarteft. 

'*  The  law  then  proceeds  to  define,  in  eleven  clafles,  whb 
Aall  be  deemed  fufpecled  perl'ons. 

"  The  eleventh  claufe  enafts,  that  civil  and  rnwiVw/ tribu- 
nals may  detain,  TLB/ii/peifedfcrtonSj  thofc  whofe  indi£lments 
have  been  thrown  out  by  the  juries  of  acctifyfkn  previous  to 
trial,  and  thofe  who  ihall  have  ftood  their  trial,  and  bcca 
mcquhied. 

**  By  the  laft  article  of  the  law  (the  Noble  Author  proceeds), 
at  daft  of  perfons  i«  included,  very  inconJiderabU  indeed  in  nmn" 
her^  but  which  one  might  fuppofe  to  be  exempt  from  fufpi- 
cion,  even  under  all  the  vigilante  and  jealoufy  of  a  revolution- 
ary goffcrnmcnt^:  I  mean  thofe  who  have  been  acquitted  by 
tbeprcviow  jury  of  accufation,  or  who  have  been  declared 
imKx:cnt,  after  a  regular  and  folemn  trial,    . 

**  This  is  the  perfedion  of  tyranny-  It  is  not  enough  to 
deprive  men  of  their  liberty,  without  alleging  any  fpecific 
crime agftinft  them,  or  without  admitting  them  to  a  hearings 
but  even  after  they  have  been  he:ard,  and  declared  innocent^ 
♦hey  arcftillflibje£kcd  to  pcnritics  which  belong  only  to  con- 
riacd  guilt  ♦/' 

In  our  own  country  the  penalties,,  faid  Mr.  Jekyll,  .of  fe* 
ptOach  and  fofpicion  caft  upon  them  by  the  unwarrantable 
language  of  his  Majefty's  miniftcrs,  and  of  liability  to  frefli 
arrefts  on  the  renewed  fufpenfion  of  thut  Aft  which  is  the  folc 

! guardian  of  every  man's  perfonal  liberty^  he  would  venture  to 
ay,  could  not  be  juftified  tyany  rulcof  rhetoric.  He  wa$ 
happy,  however,  Mr.  Jckylf  fard,  to  hear  the  Attorney  Gc- 
herd,  in  the  courfe  of  that  evening,  reprobate,  in  terms  fd 
fh-ong,  any  infmuation  derogatory  tt)  the  charafter  or  im^ 
peaching  the  conduct  of  an  Englifli  jury.  Tn  fo  doing)  he 
certainly  ^ded  with  propriety ;  but  when  he  united  with  the 

Eartifans  of  his  caufc  in  aiFerting,  that  the  perfons  wha 
ad  been  taken  into  cuft«cly  on  fufpicion,  had  (iifFered  no 
punifhment,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  the  Learned 
and  Hon.  Gentleman  was  fcrious  in  his  aflbrtion,  or  whether 
he  made  the  obfervation  merely  for  tl;c  fake  of  uniformity. 
Was  itt  he  would  alk,  no  penalty  to  the  accufed,  to  be  ftig- 
matifed  in  the. great  Council  of  the  Nation,  with  the  degrad* 
ing  diaraftcr  and  the  odious  titles  of  confpirators  and  traitors  ? 
-*-to  be  liable  to  be  re-coaimittcd  and  rc-trled,  and  to  endure 

♦  iofd  Mornington,  p3jc  it^i  114.. 
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the  Io(s  of  liberty  for  the  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  months?  Had  nor 
ihe^Habeus  Corpus  ASt  bcea  fufpended  ?  Such  langoagc  as  had 
lately  been  heard,  had  not  been  held  in  that  tloufe  or  elfis* 
where  before,  nor  had  fuch  treatment  been  ever  experienced. 
This  principle  of  condufl,  however,  might  pof&bly  be  ac- 
counted for  on  the  grounds  of  falutary  difcipline  and  benefit 
to  the  Iiealth*  The  prifoners  had,  no  doubt,  been  very  hand- 
foniely  treated  by  the  Gentlemen  at  the  Tower  ;  they  had  full 
permilTion  to  promenade  upon  the  ramparts ;  and  if  any  of 
them  Ihould  have  a  turn  for  mu(ic,  they  might  frequently  be 
entertained  with  the  melody  of  tlieir  neighbours  voice— the 
found  of  the  lions  roar  ! 

.  Auot}ier  e^xtraordloary  argument  ufed  by  the  Attorney  Gene-* 
ralwa8,tliat  tw^picrfons  having  been  convicted  inScot]and,not- 
withftat^flifig  i\\e  failure  of  nine  or  ten  having  been  committed 
in  England. and  acquitted,  the  Gonvi£tions  in  Scotland  were 
proof  of  a  confpiracy  in  England  !  Such  reafons,  however, 
bade  defiance)  equally  to  the  powers  of  argument  or  of  plea* 
lantry. 

An  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr- Anftruther)  bad 
been  fent  down,  to  teach  them  in  Scotland  Enr^ifh  Law<— not 
furely  from  any  experience  which  he  had  had  of  the  praQkcof  . 
the  EngUfli  Courts — accpmpanied  with  an  Englifli Clerk,  for  the 
fakct  he  fuppofed,  of  explaining  the  Scotch  language*  The 
confequence  of  all  this  maugement  and  preparation  on  the  part 
of  min  liters  was,  hanging  one  of  their  own  fpies.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  any  part  of  cue  original  contni£l» 
that  this  fpy  (hould  fubmit  to  be  hanged,  when  it -was  found 
neceffary  tor  the  fervice  of  the  caufe.  After  all  the  .libels 
upon  the  character  of  Englifhmea,  after  all  the  charges  which 
bad  been  held  out  of  treafonable  difpofition,  what  did  tako 
place  after  all  the  late  acquittals  ?  Nothing  but  that  decent 
an4  animated  triumph,  which  terminated  In  conducing  to 
their  houfes  the  two  Advocates,  who,  by  their  exertions  on 
thtf  trials,  had  done  themfclvcs  immort.il  hoi;our.  Every  one 
had  a  right  torej6lce  in  the  evei.t  of  thofc  acquittds,  becaufe, 
in  confcquence  of  them,  every  one  felt  himfelf  more  fecurc  In 
the  poilellion  of  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  as  a  Britiih 
fubjed^.  Who  did  not  know,  that,  if  convlctioas  had  taksa 
place,  miniflcrs  might  not  have  liad  warrants  ready  to  ilTuc 
again  ft  any  who  miglit  have  rendered  thcmfelves  obnoxious  by 
Oppofition  to  their  meafurcs  ? 

Mr.  JckyU  obiervcd,  that  no  one  faft  had  been  adduced; 
but  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A61;  was  now  confi- 
dered  merely  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  an  annual  motion, 
Iik«  that  to  prevent  clandcftine  outlawries,  or  any  other  of  a 
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fimiliit  nature.  The  faft,  however,  which  he  had  difcorered^ 
was  thisy  that  the  fyftem  of  alarm  was  perfifted  in,  merely  as 
an  artifice,  inordet  to  induce  the  people  toacquiefce  in  the 
continuance  of  a  difailrous  and  dilgraceful  ivar.  He  did  not; 
hotirever,  contend  that  this  was  the  only  motive  with  Admi- 
niftration  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t ;  they  might, 
perhaps,  have  others :  He  had  no  doubt  that  minifters  would 
be  pleafed  to  fee  Engliih  liberty  expiring  at  their  feet,  and  tlut 
they  wiflied,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  counienance  and  main- 
tain the  fyftem  of  fpies  and  informers ;  a  fyftem  for  which,  in 
the  Engliih  language,  the  Houfe  could  not  find  an  adequate 
name,  but  which  they  were  obliged  to  fevk  for  under  the  old 
government  of  France ;  a  fyftem  however,  which  the  fufpen* 
fion  of  fuch  an  Act  muft  moft  materially  encounise. 

As  a  proof  that  this  fyftem  was  not  abandoned  bjr  minifters, 
he  here  read  the  following  part  of  a  letter  publilhed  in  one  of 
the  pewfpapers,  from  a  perlon  who  had  been  folicited  to  engage 
as  a  fpy,  but  had  refufed  to  zEt  in  that  capacity : 

«  SIR, 

**  Having  had  the  mitfortnne  to  be  applied  to  on  the  part  of  miiuflm 
by  Mr.  William  Metcalfe^  of  No.  6,  Dowgate-Hiil,  to  become  one  of  tte 
j»umefomrpies  by  whrch  theprefent  'virtuous  Adminidration  are  fupportedt 
I  conceive  the  heft  mode  of  avoiding  their  courtly  imforiunity,  without  faU- 
ing  a  njiBim  to  their  difappolntment,  will  be  by  laying  the  propofal  bcfo^ 
the  Public  at  enct,  • 

**  The  application'  was  made  to  nne  on  Sunday  the  i4.th  inftant ;  when 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  vifiting  my  humble  dwelling,  after  fome  riJUuU,  2sui  Jciet 
Ott  public  wirtu^f  oblerved,  that;  GoTemmenc  alieady  |iad  tm  fpy  in  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence,  but  they  wi^ed  to  have  another ^  to  rtpoit 
the  proceedingfl,'  that  they  might  be  alTured  oH  \i\%  fidtVtty  ox  treachery, 

<<  So  anxious  was  the  tempter  for  the  fucceft  of  )^\%fiulre9  that  his  vifit 
was'  reneweld  on  Tuefdi^t  when  I  not  being  at  home,  he  again  came  tm 
Widatjday  \  not  being  at  home  this  time  iither^  he  left  word,  that  I  fbouid 
call  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  and  he  virould  wait  my  arr'rval  at  any  time  m 
the  afternoon.  Not  choofing  to  do  this,  I  received  a  fourth  vrlit  on  *fburf^ 
day^  when  he  again  urged  his  propofals,  offering  to  introduce  me  to  Mi\ 
Ford)  at  the  Duke  of  Portland's  office,  Whitehall  j  or  to  icecirc  any  sn« 
formation  himfelf,  at  his  own  houfe,  mider  cover  ^  thar,  if  I  «ro«ld  acc^ 
the  office,  I  (hould  have^^  guineas  prompt  payment  %  and  one  guinea  regm^ 
larty  for  each  iveekiy  report. ^^ 

Mr.  Jekyli  concluded  with  adverting  to  what  the  Attorney 
General  had  faid  refpe^ing  the  decifions  of  juries,  and  witn 
entering  his  proteft  againft  the  fufpenfion  of  that  A^,  on 
which  depended  the  beft  energies  and  the  deareft  privileges  of 
Eng1i(hmen.  .   . 

Mr. 


144  WOOOr ALL'S  PAflUAUElfTAItT  REPORTSl      fCdMSfdHC 

Mr*  Francis  faids  A^t  he  meant  to  reply  to  fome  facts, 
which  had  ^een  advanced  by  the  Learned  Gentleman  (the 
Attorney  Gentfral)  in  conrc4uence  of  his  connexian  \rlth  the 
fociety  of  th^  Friends  of  the  People.  The  fociety  indeed 
fecmcd  to  be  no  favourite  of  the  Learned  GtntlemaD.  He 
appealedt  howrevcr,  to  an  authoritj  dill  higher  than  dot  of 
the  Le^irncd  Gentleman  \  that  of  Chief  Jufticc  Eyre,  mha 
on  the  late  trials  gave  every  fpeeies  of  approbation  to  the  con** 
duel  of  the  fociety,  and  cv^o  imputed  it  as  a  matter  of  blanic 
to  the  otuer  focieties,  that  they  had  not  adopted  the  iaaie 
fyllcm  of  proceeding.  Whether  they  were  favourites^  or 
not*  the  Learned  Gentleman  ought  at  leaft  to  do  dicm  jufticc^ 
and  if  he.^roeant  to  bring  any  charge  againft  them,  to  girp 
them  notipci  ttut  they  might  have  their  papers  readr.  Tlie 
Learned  .Gentleman  had  &id  that  in  their  anfwer  tney  dil^ 
claimed  any  correfpondeoce  with  the  Conftitutional  Society, 
becaufq  they  had  violated  the  conftitutbn ;  this  was  a  grofs 
And  palpable,  he  hoped  not  a  wilful,  mifreprefentation. 

The  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  had  dated  likewife,.  that 
the  Friends  of  the  People  carried  on  a  correfpondence  ^itE 
the  Sheffield  Society,  at  the  time  when  they  correfponde4 
with  the  Conftitutional  Society,  for  improper  obj[e£ls — a  cir? 
cumftance,  of  which  the  former  could  not  poflibly  be'awarel 
With  refpe£l  to  univerfal  fuffrage,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he,  for 
one,  had  always  been  the  determined  enemy  to  that  foolifh, 
contemptible,  and  impradicable  do£lrine.  But  while  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  by  the  papers  which  he  read,  feemed  to 
lay  fo  much  (Irefs  on  the  propofition  of  univerfal  fufira,^ 
\it  had  not  faid  one  word  of  its  author,  the  Duke  of  Rich«. 
mond,  by  whom  it  was  firft  brought  forwards,  and  to  whole 
airiniments  all  its  fubfcquent  fupporters  had  uniformly  refortpdL 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  profeHed  himfelf  to  be  a  great  friend 
to  Junes  ;  but,  in  order  to  cfllmate  the  'fincerity  of  this  pro^ 
fdfion,  let  Gentlemen  rccollccl:  the  whole  courfe  of  his  ar- 
gument*: Kc  had  ^ilTu  ined  tlie  dccifion  of  a  grand  jury  to  be 
a  ftron^  prefumption  of  guilt,  and  the  verdicl  of  a  common 
jury  to  be  but  a  flender  prefumption  of  innocence.  Mr. 
Francis  faid,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  feemed 
at  this  day  to  be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  Why  did 
not  minilters  take  their  old  ground,  and  imprifon  fodie  indi* 
viduals  for  feven  or  eight  months  ?  But  what  was  the  nccct 
{ity  of  fufpemiing  the  Habeas  Corpus^  if'  no  new  cafe  had 
Mviicu  ?  I^  there  was  no  intention  to  prorogue  Parliament^ 
as  Cvivtainly  there  was  not  in  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  afiairs, 
Vu)y  might  not  they  purfue  the  fame  courfe  as  they  had  done 
3  >« 


laft  jf^ar^  and,  if  ^ny  einergcncy  Ihould  otccur,  come  dowa 
to  the  Houfe,  and  fufpend  the  Habea^  Corpus  in  one  day  ? 

The  jfttormy  GefieraL  in  explanation,  referred  to  fom<  let-j 
ters  of  th^  Fnend3  of  the  People,  to  the  Society  at  SheiBeld| 
which  had  the  effe£^  to  fupport  meafures,  the  tendency  of 
which  ^cy  could  not  thcmfelves  difcovcr,  and  conftquehtly 
l^cre  not  awar?  of. 

The  Solicitofc  General  entered  into  a  panegyric  on  the  inftitu* 
tion  of  the  Engliih  jury,  which  he  confidered  as  fuperior  to 
every  other  form  of  juridical  decifion  that  could  be  devifcdj 
and  as  admirably  calculated  for  the  ends  of  juftice.  At  the 
fame  time  he  faid,  he  mud  remark  that  the  verdid  of  a  jury 
was  .conducive  only  to  one  point,  namely,  that  the  pcrfon  ac- 
quitted flipuld  not  be  tried  tor  the  fame  charge  again.  As  an 
in  (lance  that  a  confpifacy  might  cxii^,  of  which  it  might  be 
impoflible  to  produce  ^ny  evidence^  he  referred  to  what  had 
fonic  time  ITnce  happened  in  Edinburgh — the  cafe  of  Captaiii 
Porteous.  That  Gentleman  was  Captain  of  the  guard  which 
arteqded  at  an  execution,  for  the  fake  of  preferving  order. 
The  cry  of  Reprieve  !  falfely  circulated  among  the  multitude^ 
produced  a  confiderable  degree  of  tumult.  The  Captain  or* 
dered  the  foldiers  to  fire.  Several  perfons  were  killed,  fomcj 
of  them  were  innocent  fpeftators,  looking  from  windows. 
The  Captain  was  imprifoned,  tried,  and  found,  guilty  of 
murder,  and  would  have  fuffercd ;  but  by  the  intereft  and 
felicitation  of  his  friends  a  pardon  was  obtained.  1?he  mob, 
however,  were  fo  much  incenfed  at  his  condudt,  that  they 
broke  into  the  prifon,  carried  off  Captain  ForteouS)  and  im^ 
mediately  hanged  him.  Yet,  though  the  mob  was  compofe4 
of  feveral  thoufand  perfons,  and  a  confiderable  reward,  a^ 
well  as  indemnity,  was  offered  to  any  who  (hould  difcovcr 
thofe  who  were  concerned  in  that  mob^  not  one  perfon  wa^ 
found  to  give  the  fmallcft  information.  Here  tlien  wa$  clearly 
an  inftauce  of  a  confpiracy  having  exifted,  which  it  was  im^ 
poffible  to  dete£k  by  any  evidence.  When  it  was  ftated  thaf 
the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  was  dangerous,  the  qucf* 
tioa  naturally  arofe,  What  was  the  degree  of  the  danger  ? 
There  certainly  was  a  difference  between  a  temporary  an4 
perpetual  fufpcnfion  \  and  there  certainly  could  not  be  much 
danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeA,  wheu  the  expediency 
of  the  meafurc  was  liable  to  be  debated  every  feflion.  If  if 
was  contended,  that  it  was  a  meafure  which  could  not  b^ 
adopted  without  danger,  he  defied  any  one  tp  (hew,  that,  in 
all  the  former  infliances  in  which  it  had  been  adopted,  it  had 
\if^cxi  attended  with  thofe  dangerous  confequence;,  which 
Gentlemen  afie^ed  to  anticipate.  }ie  proceeded  tp  ilatc 
Voi.JL  Yy  whsi 
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what  he  confidered  as  the  ground  of  continuing  the  fufpen- 
fion,  namely,  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  endangering  the 
eftabliflied  Government.  He  dated  the  diftindlion  between 
the  plan  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  the  fyftem  held  out 
by  the  focietics;  the  former  went  only  to  a  certain  mode  of 
reform,  whereas  the  latter,  if  it  was  carried  into  cfFeft,  went 
entirely  to  deftroy  the  King  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  He 
adverted  to  the  calling  of  the  Convention  of  the  People,  whiqh 
he  maintained  tp  be  unconflitational  ia  the  extreme,  and 
calculated  to  involve  the  country  in  all  the  horrors  of  riot 
and  confufion. 

Any  aflembly,  faving  that  in  which  he  then  fat,  ftyling 
themfelves  the  Rcprefentatives  of  the  People,  indicated  the 
ftroneeft  fymptoms  of  an  infurre£bion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
manireiled  their  wiih  to  fuperfede  the  exifting  government  of 
the  country.  After  fuch  proceedings,  could  any  perfon  doubt 
of  a  confpiracy  ?  In  the  refolution  of  the  aoth  January 
1794,  they  declare  they  would  be  governed  By  their  own 
laws  s  and  if  fuch  a  declaration  did  not  excite  alarm,  he  did 
not  know  what  could.  Their  defigns,  he  contended,  had 
not  been  given  up,  nor  had  they  ever  difatowed  tlieir  prin- 
ciples. 

•  Mr.  Curwen  faid,  that  in  order  to  fan£lion  the  pafling  of 
the  Bin,  he  expe£^ed  fomcthing  new  in  its  nature  and  ap- 
parently criminal  in  its  tendency  would  have  been  brought 
forward ;  he  had  not,  however,  found  that  any  thing  was 
produced  of  a  later  date  than  1794.  He  certainly  confidered 
ihe  proceedings  of  fomc  of  the  focieties  to  be  very  dangerous, 
but',  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  aware  thjtt  the  numbers  of 
thofe  who  compofed  them  were  not  confiderable.  The  pro- 
portion of  dangerous  individuals  was  very  fmall,  and  the  ex- 
jfting  laws  were,  he  believed,  fully  fufficient  to  have  kept 
them  in  order.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfc,  whether  at  any 
time  more  unanimity  had  been  fhewn  in  giving  to  minifters 
every  thing  which  they  could  defirc,  or  whetlier  a  greater  mi« 
Jitary  force  had  ever  been  voted  than  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year.  But  he  had,  he  faid,  laft  feffion  perceivdd  a 
defign  among  minifters  .to  raife  an  alarm  in  the  country. 
How  had  they  accompliOied  their  objeft  ? — They  had  con- 
trived to  deftroy  confidence,  and  to  introduce  a  fyftem  of 
tfpionage :  But  they  had  been  able,  after  all,  to  hang  only  one 
of  their  own  fpies — a  wretch  execrated  by  all  parties ;  one, 
who  went  into  the  focieties  to  incite  the  fedition  which  he 
meant  to  report,  artd  to  betray  them  into  the  toils,  that  he 
might  afterwards  fell  them.  He  thought,  that  there  had  at 
no  time  exiftcd  more  energy  and  unanimity  in  the  countjj 
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tlian  at  prefent.  Were  we  then,  by  renewing  the  fufpetiGon 
^f  the  Itabeas  Corpus^  to  give  out  that  the  evil  extfted  at  homtf 
that  the  danger  arofe  from  want  of  confidence  among  our- 
felves?  He  thought  that  the  prefent  was  a  period  to  look 
tiot  to  men,  bat  to  meafares ;  and  when  he  faw  Vniniftenr, 
inftead  of  attending  to  the  great  concerns  of  the  nation,  en« 
gaged  in  a  miferable  fcramble  for  places  and  peniions,  he 
muft  own  that  he  could  not  refrain  his  indignation.  Who 
could  hear  with  patience  that  a  great  man,  in  engaging  to 
fupport  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration,  bargained  for  and 
fecured  a  fmecure  pjace  for  his  fon  ?  Such  ^  circumftance,  he 
was  ready  to  confefs,  almoft  made  him  forget  his  moderation ; 
and  if  fuch  was  the  ti^tGt  produced  upon  his  mind,  he  could 
eafity  make  allowance  for  the  imprefBon  produced  upon  the 
minds  of  others  in  a  different  Htuation  of  life,' 

Lord  If^tUiam  RujpU  faid,  that  he  could  not  look  with  dif- 
refpeft  to  the  verdift  of  a  jury,  and  that  on  this  head  he 
tnuft  rather  diftrufl:  the  profeffxons  of  the  crown  officers,  who, 
though  they  had  declared  great  refpe£k  for  the  decifion  of  a 
Jury,  had  yet,  as  much  as  podible,  endeavoured  to  do  away 
its  tStOt.  If  he  was  alked  to  fupport  the  meafure  of  the  fur- 
ther fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  the  moft  (imple 
and  obvious  anfwer  that  occurred  to  him  wa.<,  what  tVcaion 
had  exifted,  or  what  traitors  had  been  convi£bed  ?  Before  he 
could  confenr  to  the  renewal  of  the  meafure,  he  wifhcd  to 
know  what  benefit  had  been  derived  to  the  country  from  the 
extraordinary  power  already  granted  to  miniders.  He  con- 
eluded,  that  if  any  men  thought  the  Habeas  Corpus  at  al]  worth 
preferving,  they  ought  certainly  to  exert  themfelves  to  prevent 
Its  fufpenfion  in  the  prefent  moment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  mean  then 
to  enter  into  the  debate,  but  merely  rofe  in  confequence  of 
an  infinuation  which  had  dropped  from  the  lad  fpeaker,  re- 
lative to  a  Noble  Earl,  now  high  in  office  in  his  Majefty's 
*  council.  The  faft  was,  that  the  Noble  Earl  had  not,  upon 
coming  into  office,  received  any  fmecure  or  new  place  what- 
ever, far  lefs  had  he  bargained  for  any  j  he  had  held  the  plaqc 
of  Lord  Juftice  General  for  Scotland  a  long  time,  a  place 
that  had  been  frequently  given  to  Noblemen  who  had  ferved 
in  a  diplomatic  capacity  abroad,  with  the  rcverfion  for  one 
life.  In  the  prefeVit  inltahce  his  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly* 
pleafed  to  dcfire  the  Noble  Earl,  unafked,  to  name  the  lifQ 
for  the  reverfion  ;  this  was  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe,  and  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  explain  it  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Curiven  faid,  that  if  the  Noble  Lord  had  refigned  the 
#ne  place  without  accepting  the  rcverfion  of  tlie  other  for  hi« 

Y  y  2  '  fon, 


3^  ^6MrAtt*fl  MltUAMENTAHY  MTORtS.       l<eiffM«9f« 

fottf  ht  would  not  hare  rrtado  a  greater  facrifice  than  the  cir- 
eumftadces  of  the  times  might  be  fuppofed  to  call  for,  from 
men  of  his  Urge  fortune  and  high  ftation. 

Mr.  Hnrdinge  conftriTed  the  incapacity  of  entering  into  con* 
fli£l  vmh  all  or  with  any  part  of  that  which  had  called  itfelf 
argument  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Honfe ;  becaufe,  in  his 
▼iew  of  it,  either  it  bore  no  conceivable  relation  to  the  fab« 
jecl,  or  was  of  a  nature  to  be  felf-refuted.  This  he  would 
undertake  in  a  few  and  plain  words  to  demonftrate. 

He  would  firft  recall  the  debate  into  the  only  point  of  it. 
It  was  a  quedion  of  legiflative  policy,  whether,  upon  a  balance 
of  two  oppofite  evils,  and  both  of  them  conftitutional  in  their 
nature,  an  exifting  peril  to  the  fafety  of  the  realm  did  or  did 
not  authorife  the  further  'fufpenfion  of  die  Habtar  Coifus 
A&i 

That  fuch  a  peril  did  ezift  when  the  Legiflature  paficd  the 
Sufpenfion  Bill,  was  a  faff.  It  was  tten  tak^n  upon  trudfrom 
the  reports  of  Committees,  but  fince  that  period  has  been 
Authenticated  and  pfwed. 

Here  a  fallacy  and  perverfion  had  arifen,  which  afloniftied 
him  when  he  looked  at  the  enlightened  undetftanding  tliat  bad 
bent  itfelf  to  the  fupport  of  it  (Mr.  Fox),  and  which  conw 
mon  fenfe  woald  refutb.  It  had  been  faid,  *^  that  what  the 
Committees  and  the  Houfc  of  Commons  had  believed  had 
been  difproved  by  the  juries,  becaufe  they  had  acquitted  the 
accufed  confpirators." 

•  This  was  a  puzzle  abfolutely  childidi  if  it  were  ctamined. 
It  affomed)  in  the  firft  place,  that,  by  acquitting  fome  of  the  ac* 
cufcd  confinrators,  the  juries  had  negatived  the  esittence  of  a 
con fpl racy :  And  it  had  been  faid  with  an  air  of  triumphant 
#it — "  Here  is  a  con/piracy^  without  conjpirators  f'*  But  what  is 
arch  in  expreflion,  is  not  always  corre£^  in  reafoning.  He 
Ivould  fay,  Yesi  there  //  a  confpiracy,  without  confpirators. 
That  is,  there  is  a  confpiracy,  but  there  are  no  conf{^irators 
^hom  the  law  has  yet  been  able  to  reach  as  guilty  of  high 
treafon.  An  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  who  opened 
the  oppofition  of  that  night,  had  faid,  that  all  inquiries 'kit6 
guilt. refoived  themfelves  into  a  Latin  hexameter, 

Quis*  quibus  auxiliis,  quid,  quando,  quomodo,  quare. 

The  juries  had  anfwered  the  word  quis  by  faying  net  Mr. 
Hardy,  not  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  not  Mr.  Thelwall.  Tieir  pio- 
vince  was  to  implicate  or  exculpate  individuals.  The  Houfe 
had  a  different  and  a  more  extenfive  duty.  They  were  to  de- 
termine the  general  quedion^  whether  a  confpiracy  did  or  did 
not  exift }  and  if  they  found  its  exid^ocej  to  guard  againft  the 
^  evil* 
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evil.  Tliat  it^xiftcd^they  h*d  Icgiflatlrcly  infefred  by  th« 
Sufpenfion  Bill,  from  the  fafts  bd'orc  them.  Thofe  fadU 
were  pro\'ed  at  a  later  periocf,  as  well  to  the'  jury  as  to  the 
publk.  A  Learned  Friend  of  hrs  (Mr.  Erikine)  had  faid, 
t**the^i5?  had  been  proved,  bnt  the  rwWi^^w ////[^w^^/-  =  If 
the  faft  was  proved,  and  if  the  jury  had  even  faid,  •*  We  ^c- 
iiuic  Ma  Haidy,  iecaa/e,  from  the  fads  proved,  tve  infer  no  con* 
ipiracy,"  Mr.  Hardy  would  be  well-acquitted*  He,  as  a  Mera- 
-ber  of  Parliament,  would  abide  bv  hie  ownconciuiion,  and 
(houid  think  himfelf  degraded  in  nis  legiflitive  cltnrafker  if 
lie  furrendered  his  judgment  in  forming  that  cdnclufion  to  the 
juries  who  had  formed  an  oppofite  one. 

Having  fakl  this,  he  was  anxious  to  have  tt  under ftood  diat 
he  entertained  for  the  acquitted  perfons  ail  the  delicacy  thsit 
was  due  to  them,  and  that  he  conftdei^ed  them  as  being  in- 
nbcmt'^Could  be  fay  more  ?  He  was  anxious  equally  to  hav^ 
it  underftood  in  general,  that  no  human  cresture  could  be  tnore 
an  enthuHaft  for  the  right  of  juries  or  the  palladium  of  our 
liberties,  the  Habeas  Q^ui  A£l.  He  ihould  be  of  all  men  the 
-moftiingratefulf  and  of  the  coldeft  heart,  if  he  had  not  caught  in 
fome  degree  that  enthafiafm  from  his  Noble  Relation  (Earl 
Camden),  with  whom  he  had  been  incxnrporated,  if  he  might 
'ufe  that  prhrafe,  for  the  bed  part  of  his  life  in  the  mod  a^o* 
tionate  habits  and  the  mod  cordial  friendSrip.  Nor  cw/d  he 
•forget  that  it  >fas  to  that  Noble  Perfon  in  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament  that  we  owed  the  celebrated  ftatute  upon  the  fuKr 
jed  of  libels,  which  reftored  and  fixed  upon  a  rock  the  riglit 
lof  juries  over  the  whole  of  tiie  cafe  in  criminal  proceedings. 
Nor  could  he  alfo  forget  that  it  was  the  fame  great  man  (as  he 
t:ottld  venture  to  coU  him),  wiio  (with  his  friend  the  Ead  of 
Chatham),  though  he  was  then  Attorney  General,  was  in  a  mi^- 
nority  as  a  champion  of  this  very  Haieax  Corpus  A£l,-  which 
it  was  propofed  now  to  fuiipend  in  fome  parts  of  i'ti  Having 
proved  that  fuch  a  peril  did  exift,  he  would  next  afk  another 
'^uedion,  which  in  a  manner  anfwered  itfelf-r-Had  it  been 
fuppofed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  upon  account  of  thefe 
acquituls  the  Sufpenfion  Bill  (hould  be  repealed?  A  recent 
vote  had  faid  the  reverfe  in  oppofition  to  a  dired,  a  very  )a«- 
boured,  and  a  very  ingenious  effort  the  other  night  for  that 
purpofe. 

Me  admitted,  however,  that,  having  proved  thefe  point6,Tic 
was  to  p  further y  and  (iitisfy  the  Houfe,  Jf  he  could,  that  what 
exifted  in  thofe  periodS}  equally  at  the  moment  in  whidhhe  ad- 
^drtffl'ed  them— in  other  words,  that  fuch  a  degree  of  treafonfablc 
i^oiifpinicy  cxifted  ;»«;,a6to  warrant  z  further  fufpenfion  of 
ifais  law.    He  would  not  only  aflert  tbis  to  be  the  fa£lf  be- 

c?.ufe 
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caiife  it  had  not  been  proved  that  whit  exifted  then  had  ceaf- 
ed ;  but  he  would  meet  the  qucftion  fairly,  and  (roro  the  tcf- 
diQ,  itfelf,  under  all  the  circumftances,  infer  the  neceflity  of 
this  Bill.  That  verdiA,  accompanied  as  it  was  by  the  fafb  of 
an  exlfting  confpiracy  (which  had  been  proved),  amounts  to 
this,  to  t!ie  legal  impunity  and  the  legal  innocence  of  all  thofe 
who  had  been  yet  put  upon  their  trial  for  their  part  in  that 
confpiracy.  A  verdi£^  fo  accompanied  had  left  a  bodv  and 
fna/s  of  treafon  upon  authenticated  proofs,  and  whicn  the 
rules  of  law  had  not  enabled  the  intereft  of  the  Public  to  cor- 
re£^  by  a  verdifl  of  conviQion  againft  any  one  confpirator. 
This  would  of  itfelf  encourage  thofe  who  had  embarked  in 
thefe  wicked  councils,  would  heighten  the  alarm,  and  make 
the  danger. 

That  was  not  all^Could  it  be  forgot  that  it  was  np  eommom 
treafon  tlien  before  them  ?  If  it  had  been  Englijb  treafon,  he 
might  perhaps  have  been  fatisfied  that  no  fuch  interpofitioa 
would  be  neceflary  to  reprefs  it ;  but  it  was  French  to  the  very 
bone,  and  French  at  a  moment  of  all  others  in  which  the  &tal 
prevalence  of  that  enemy  in  arms  abroad,  as  well  as  in  mif- 
chief  here,  was  at  the  height.  When  his  Learned  Friend  (the 
Attorney  General)  had  ftated  the  intercourfe  of  Jacobin  So- 
cieties here  with  Jacobin  Societies  in  France,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
had  obferved  particular  (Irefs  laid  by  a  kind  of  loud  whifper 
upon  the  date  of  thofe  papers  which  proved  the  intercourfe  ; 
a  dafepriprto  the  commencement  o£  the  war.  The  tone  of  that 
whifper  feemed  as  if  it  came  fromapcrfon  (Mr.  Fox)  bled 
with  too  found  a  head,  as  he  (hould  have  hoped,  for  fuch 
child's  play  as  the  difference.  Has  that  intercourfe,  and  have 
thofe  principles,  been  ever  difavowed  (ince  the  enemy  had  en^ 
gaged  U9,  and  fince  the  war  had  made  this  kind  of  intercourfe 
treafon? 

It  was  the  more  neceflary  to  mark  the  continuance  of  that 
ihifchievous  intercourfe,  becaufe  a  veil  h^d  been  thrown  over 
it,  which  had  mifled  thoufands  into  the  real  defign,  before 
they  were  themfelves  apprized  of  it.  This  flimfy  veil,  as  it 
was  in  itfelf,  had  been  removed,  and,  as  he  was  confident,  re« 
moved  for  ever  (in  argument  at  Uaft),  by  his  Learned  Friend  < 
(Serjeant  Adair)  on  a  former  night,  who  had  not  (hewn  the 
lead  mercy  to  it,  having  torn  it  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  with  an 
ability  that  was  never  to  be  forgot,  either  in  that  place,  or  by 
the  Public  at  large.  Could  the  Houk  forget  that  it  was  pait 
of  the  high  treafon  imputed  and  proved  (upon  evidence  that 
could  not  lie  upon  authentic  papers)  to  erect  the  enfigns  of 
rebellion  I//  cafe  of  an  invn/ton ;  for  he^  would  not  fo  difgrace 
himfelf  or  the  Uoufe,  as  to  argue  that  rebellion  alone  was  the 

ohjcSt 
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objeA  of  that  meeting,  which  this  event  (hould  be  the  Cgnal 
to  convene.  Could  it  be  forgot  that  we  are  now  at  war  againft 
the  enemy  of  ourfelvcs,  and  of  the  human  race,  whofe  inor- 
dinate power  we  have  not  been  able  to  repel,  who  are  at  our 
gates,  and  with  whom  it  is  the  objeft  of  confpirators  and  of 
/rai/ors {for  fo  he  would  call  them)  to  unite?  Upon  thcfc 
grounds  he  (hould  vote  in  fupport  of  his  Learned  Friend. 

Afr.  Erjklne  faid,  that  before  he  took  notice  of  the  argu^^ 
ments  which  had  fallen  from  different  Gentlemen  in  the  courfc 
of  the  debate,  he  (hould  firft  apply  himfelf  to  the  obfervatJons 
of  his  Learned  Friend  (Mr.  Hardinge)  who  had  juft  fat  down^ 
which  were  announced  not  ^  as  arguments,  but  as  demonftra- 
lions.  And  the  propofition  demanftrated  was,  that  there  was 
nothing  ftrange  in  a  confpiracy  without  detefted  confpirators : 
And  that,  fo  far  from  thinking  the  acquittal  material,  he  thought 
tlie  mafs  of  treafon  before  the  Houfe  in  the  Report  more  con- 
firmed by  them.  Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  the  laft  part  of  the 
demonftration  was  fo  perfeftly  beyond  his  apprehenfion,  that 
he  would  not  venture  to  meddle  with  it;  and  that,  as  to  the  firft, 
he  agreed  with  Mr.  Hardinge  that  a  confpitzcy  in  the  ahfiraffy 
might  for  a  long  time  exift  without  precifely  known  or  con- 
victed confpirators,  or  without  even  the  qualities  of  the  con- 
fpiracy iifelf  being  afcertained.  '  But  it  (hould  be  recoUeded 
that  the  confpiracy  charged  by  the  Report,  on  which  the  fuf- 
petifion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  proceeded,  was  a  fpecific  con- 
fpiracy to  hold  a  Convention,  and  that  the  only  evidence  of  it, 
which  Mr.  Hardinge  held  to  be  incontrovertible,  were  the  let- 
ters and  papers  contained  in  the  Report.  If  therefore  thefe 
letters  and  papers  had  been  difcovered  by  Government,  and 
the  authors  of  them  had  been  unknown,  Mr.  Hardinge  would 
have  made  out  his  propo(ition,  fuppofing  tke  papers  to  con- 
tain treafon.  But  what  became  of  his  demonftration  when 
the  authors  of  all  of  them  had  been  known  for  above  two  years 
to  Government,  without  any  profecution  of  any  one  man  with 
cffc&  ?  If  the  Report  was  a  mafs  of  treafon,  and  the  authors 
of  every  line  in  it  were  completely  known  to  Government, 
how  could  the  confpirators  be  faid  to  be  unknown.^  If  the 
writings  made  out  a  confpiracy,  they  brought  forward  the  con* 
fpirators  at  the  fame  time ;  fince  their  authors  never  for  a 
moment  concealed  themfelves,  but  avowed  and  gloried  in  their 
works. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  went  through  the  heads  of  the  evidence 
on  the  trials,  and  maintained  that  the  verdifts  negatived  thp 
confpiracy  in  every  pofHble  view  of  the  fubjeft ;  and  he  cort- 
ildered  thejury, by  their  noble,  manly,  independent  condu£),as 
the  deliverers  of  their  country.  The  debate,  he  faid,  of  this 
I  night. 
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night,  bad  had  one  good  effect.  He  obfcrved  that  Gentkmen 
had  found  that  flighting  expreflions  of  juries  woaki  not  be  en* 
dured  in  filence  in  £ngland,  and  he  was  glad  to  fee  that  the. 
jury  had  been  treated  wtth  more  refpe^ij  and  the  verdi£ls 
more  delicately  handled,  than  they  had  been  upon  a  former 
night.  Mr.  Erlkioe,  referring  to  the  debate  of  the  former, 
eveniogf  faid,  that  no  man  received  more  fatisfadion  than  he 
did  at  any  tribute  of  refpeO;  to  the  abilities  of  the  Learned 
Serjeant  (Adaii),for  whom  he  always  had  entertained  the 
higneft  regard.  But  that  very  regard  became  a  fource  of  mor* 
tjfication,  when  he  faw  him  the  other  night  earning  the  pre- 
ilituted  prailes  of  corruption,  by  arguments  unworthy  of  hit 
talents,  and  the  candour  and  liberality  of  his  mind.  The 
parts  of  his  fpeech  that  deferved  attention  were  heard  only 
with  (ilence;  but  the  Houfe  was  dunned  with  applauding  cla* 
mour,  when,  in  an  unlawyer-like  manner,  he  tagged  togetlier 
disjointed  unconnedcd  bits  and  fcraps  of  the  Crown's  cvi* 
dence  to  prove  his  propodtion  of  guilt,  leaving  6ut  all  thfe 
explanatory  context,  and  all  the  parole  evidence,  which  gave 
the  He  to  the  Crown's  con{lru£^ion  of  the  papers.  How  was 
he  (Mr.  £.)Yin  anfwer  to  this  unwarrantable  proceeding,  to 
anfwer  the  Serjeant  ?  Could  he  drag  their  fpics  before  the 
Houfe,  and  expofe  them  over^gain  i  Could  he  crof^-examine 
the  Crown's  honed  witnefTes,  whom  they  kept  in  prifon  till  the 
uial,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Houfe  i  Could  he  let  the  Houfe 
hear  their  folemn  denial  of  the  treafon  ?  But,  faid  the  Serjeant 
on  a  former  night,  no  wonder  that  traitors  deny  their  treafon. 
This  was  the  way  they  got  rid  of  the  tedimony  of  their  honed 
witnefTes,  that  their  more  honed  and  refpe£table  ones,  the 
loyal  band  of  gentleman  fpies,  might  be  maders  of  the  field. 
But  he  was  loudly  and  repeatedly  aikcd  to  account  for  thefe 
papers  upon  any  other  principle  than  the  traiterous  fpirit  im* 

Euted  to  them  i  he  faid  he  could  do  it  without  difficulty,  and 
e  was  willing  to  allow  that  they  were  not  the  fcntiments  of  a 
few  obfcure  men,  but  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  £ng-> 
land,  increafjng  in  numbers  every  hour,  and  likely  dill  to  itt^ 
creafe  by  the  vote  of  this  night.  He  believed  all  the  papers' 
were  written  to  degrade  and  revile  the  Houfe  of  CommonRft 
and  were  dictated  by  a  fenfe  of  the  greated  contempt  for,  and 
iudignation  againd  its  departure  from  its  duty  as  the  reprefent* 
ativcs  of  the  people.  The  writers  loved  the  Britiih  conditu- 
tion,  and  therelure  abhorred  and  treated  with  contempt  all. 
mockeries  and  abufes  of  its  genuine  priuciples.  If  that  %'99 
dangerous,  the  cure  was  at  hand-*-they  had  only  to  ceafe  to  de-> 
ferve  reproaches.  Mr.  Erikine  faid,  he  gave  them,  the  Ho«fe^ 
of  Commons^  the  advice  which  Lord  Chcderfield  gaive  the. 

Lords 
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Lords  on  the  debate  for  licenfing  the  ftagc,  when  their  Lord- 
fhips  were  fmarting  under  the  lalhcs  of  the  drama :  "  Let  us," 
faid  Lord  Cheflertield,  ''  look  into  our  own  condu£l,  and  we 
(hall  find  the  caufc  of  what  wc  complain  of —let  us  amend  our 
conduct,  and  we  (liall  find  the  remedy/'    Is  this  a  time^  faid 
Mr.  Erlkine,  to  treat  the  people  with  fevcrity,  and  to  repeal 
their  mod  efTcntial  privileges,  when  your  entire  dependence 
.  (you  know  it  to  be  true),  when  your  very  exiltence  as  a  Govern- 
ment, depends  wholly  on  their  afFe£lions  ?     \Vhat  fignify  the 
infignia  of  your  authority   fpread  out  before  you,  feparated 
from  the  people's  love  ? — Will  they  favc  you  in  the  hour  of 
calamity  ?     He  confefled  that  the  <€onfidcration   of  the  recent 
events  of  the  world,  had  made  an  indelible  impreifion  on  his 
mind.    The  world  was  become  the  ftage  of  revolutions  by 
the  fame  diftra£ted fyftem  of  pride  and  coercion;  the  fcencs 
Shifted  fofaft  as  almoft  tolofe  their  impreffion  :  By  this  fyftem 
America  was  loft,  and  a  new  sera  in  the  world  commenced  ;• 
the  French  revolution  followed  in  its  train.    On  the  birth  of 
that  great  event,  inilead  of  averting  our  rank  as  a  free  nation, 
and  giving  liberty  under  our  guardianfhip  %  falutary  dire£tion ; 
we  had  chrown  all  Europe  into  convulfions,  and  contented  our* 
felves  with  afterwards  raving  and  railA'i^  at  the  difafters  of  our 
own  deluGon  and  nudncfs.     In  the  fame  manner  the  Imperial 
councils  were  condu£ted  in  Brabant ;  he  had  been  cye-witnef$ 
to  them )  the   people  clamoured  for  the  Joyeufe  entree^  their 
ancient  conftitution,  like  the  clamour  of  Reform  in  England : 
But  the  reformers  were  perfecutedand  punifhed,  and  adl  was 
peace  in  the  ideot  imagination  of  corrupt  power.     But  when 
the. French  came  on  the  frontier,  the  Aullrian  Government 
vaniQied  like  an  enchantment  s  the  Archdutchefs  of  Auftria 
then  fent  to  them  on  her  flight  from  Brufiels  the  Joyetifi  entree^ 
/emblazoned  in  aU  the  colours  ot  the  rainbow.     But  it  was  then  . 
not  hers  to  give  \  the  people  preferred  even  foreign  conqueft 
to  fervitude  under  corruption,  -and  the  throne  of  that  kingdotn 
funk  to  riCe  no  more. 

On  the  late  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey,  he  had,  to  the  great  offence 
of  certain  perfom-^  noticed  thcfe  things,  and  was  advancing  to 
the  late  cataftrophe.  of  Holland,  then  fail  ajjproaching ;  but  he 
had  checked  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  a  fentence,  tl|gt  he 
might  not  be  confidered  as  aprognoUicator  of  evil.  But  now 
the  fenteuce  might  too  cafily  be  finiihed :  The  fame  fyftera,  as 
true  to  produce  its  effe£ts,  as  the  moft  eftablilhed  ciufes  in  the 
whole  round  of  Nature's  philofophy,  had  now  produced  its 
confequences.  The  unhappy  Princes  of  Holland  were  exiles 
on  our  fl)ores,  not  from  their  own  criminal  difpofitions, 
for  he  believed  they  were  honourable  men  }  but,  like  other 
Vol.  L  Z  z  Princes, 
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Princes,  they  had  friends.  Kings  friendsj  he  feared,  would 
never  be  quiet  till  they  had  dcftroyed  all  kingly  goveiYimcnt  in 
the  wt>rld  i  for  every  lofs  of  power  and  affeilion  nad  unifotmly 
arifen  from  their  counfcls.  Let  Kings  have  no  friends  but 
their  People,  and  the  People  will  fupport  their  Kings*  Let 
them  raife  juntoS)  cabals  againft  their  People,  and  they  will  be 
one  after  another  dcftroyed.  No  man,  he  faid,  had  a  greater 
aflfcftion  for  the  King  and  his  family,  and  a  greater  reverence 
fof  the  conftitution,  tnan  he  had  i  and  all  he  had  faid  proceeded 
from  affeftion  for  both.  The  bcft  mark  of  honeft  fricndfliip 
was  to  fpcak  the  truth  j  flatterers  and  fycophants  gave  tem- 
porary fatisfa£lion,  but  produced  final  ruin. 

Serjeant  midair  faid,  alter  the  abilities  evinced  by  his  Learned 
Friends,  it  would  not  be  necefiary  for  him  to  trefpafs  long  on 
the  patieiice  of  the  Houfe.  After  the  written  evidence  that 
ha  1  been  adduced,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  impofiible  that  any 
individual  could  doubt  the  cxiftence  of  a  treafonable  confpiracy. 
The  Learned  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  com- 
plained that  the  evidence  had  been  felefted  by  fcraps ;  yet  the 
Learned  Gentleman,  inftead  of  his  proofs  that  no  conspiracy 
had  exifted,  had  contented  himfelf  with  reading  a  fingle  letter* 
What  were  the  proofs  of  his  Learn<^d  Friend's  pofition  ?  He 
had  reded  them  on  that  letter,  and  the  declaration  held  out 
by  the  focieties,  namely,  that  they  intended  to  efiedl  a  reform 
in  the  reprefentation  by  legal  and  conftitutional  means.  Be- 
caufe  they  chufe  to  make  this  declaration,  is  that  a  reafon  why 
this  Houfe  (hould  fliut  their  eyes  to  the  true  meaning  of  thofe 
defigns  concealed  under  this  fpecious  veil  ?  Were  their  pro- 
ceedings on  the  20th  of  January  legal  and  conftitutional 
means?  Was  their  determination  no  more  to  petition  Parlia- 
ment, but  to  feek  redrefs  from  their  own  laws,  legal  and  con* 
ftitutional  means  ?  Was  their  addrefs  to  the  Jacobins  and  the 
Convention  legal  and  conftitutional  means?  But  his  Learned 
Friend  recoiled  from  his  own  argument  j  he  had  fupprcflfcd 
that  verbal  teftimony  which  might  have  been  obtained ;  what 
that  verbal  teftimony  was,  he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe, 
The  Learned  Gentleman  had  himfelf  ctofs-examined  all  the 
witnefles. 

In  two  of  the  trials  his  Learned  Friend  did  not  care  to  call 
thofe  witnefles  who  beft  knew  the  tranfadion,  and  yet  his 
Learned  Friend  had  pufiied  his  crofs-examination  further  than 
liad  ever  been  known  upon  former  occafions.  His  Learned 
Friend  had  grounded  his  arguments  againft  the  written  evi- 
dence upon  the  oral  teftiniooy,  which  it  was  contended  was 
the  true  criterion  of  judging  the  intentions  of  the  parties. 
Was  not  the  queftion  put  by  Hi$  lieaurned  Fri^d  to  all  the  wit- 
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nefles  he  had  thought  proper  to  call — ^*  Was  it  your  intention 
to  overturn  the  conilitution  of  the  kingdom  ?*'  What  anfwcr 
could  be  given  to  fuch  a  qucftion  ?  Why  did  not  his  Learned 
Friend  fay  at  once— Are  you  a  traitor  ?  It  was  impoflibley  as 
the  qucftion  was  put,  that  any  other  anfwer  could  be  given 
than  fuch  as  his  Learned  Friend  had  expected  \  but  why  was 
not  Hardy  examined  ?  His  Learned  Friend  had  threatened  this^ 
but  his  prudence  had  fuperfeded  the  impulfe  of  the  moment } 
and  although  Hardy  could  have  given  much  informationi  yet 
his  Learned  Friend)  knowing  the  fimplicity  of  Hardy's  nature^ 
did  not  chufe  to  call  him,  becaufe  Hardy  knew  too  much. 
The  Learned  Serjeant  replied  to  Mr.  Erikine's  arguments  re« 
fpcdliog  the  weight  due  to  the  verdift  of  a  jury,  but  contend- 
ed that  that  verdict  could  have  no  controul  over  the  Houfe  in 
the  exercife  of  their  legiflative  funfUons.  He  faid  that  his 
Learned  Friend,  at  the  trial  of  Hardy,  in  a  fpeech  of  fix  hours^ 
had  chofen  to  occupy  five  hours  and  an  half  in  extradis  from 
Sidndf  and  Locke,  and  only  took  up  half  an  hour  in  replying 
to  that  which  had  occupied  four  days  in  ftating,  and  had  em- 
ployed his  Learned  Friend,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  nine 
hours  in  opening. 

The  Learned  Serjeant  next  commented  upon  the  evidence 
gtten  by  liroombead,  whofe  evidencd  had  torn  aCde  the  veil ; 
and  from  the  tranfadlions  between  him  and  York,  and  afiem- 
bling  of  feveral  thoufand  people,  for  the  purpofe  of  influencing 
their  minds,  added  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Conr 
vention,  and  their  afluming  the  legiflative  fun£):ions  of 
the  country  ;  from  all  thefe  circumftances,  the  Learned  Ser- 
jeant contended,  the  real  intentions  of  diefe  perfons  were 
fufiiciently  perfpicuous.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe,  it  is 
both  generous  and  patriotic  to  the  Public,  to  prevent  thofe  who 
are  confpiring,  from  bringing  their  evil  intention  to  fuch 
mifchievous  maturity  as  may  render  our  efforts  to  crufli  it 
ineflTedual.  There  are  many  cafes  which  might  occur,  to  pre- 
vent which,  would  require  timely  legiflative  interpofuion, 
that,  neverthelefs,  are  not  high  treafon :  Confpiring  to  levy 
war,  for  inftance,  is  not  high  treafon  by  the  ftatute  ot  Edward 
IIL  What  then,  are  we  to  wait  till  war  be  actually  levied, 
before  we  are  fuffcrcd  to  adopt  preventive  intcrpofition  ?  The 
time  to  interpofe  is,  when  we  have  juft  grounds  to  lufpef):, 
and  prevent  the  communication  of  that  contagion  which  may 
<ndanger,  and  perhaps  facrifice,  the  lives  of  others. 

In  reply  to  what  had  been  faid  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
on  a  former  debate,  relative  to  the  iniignificance  of  the  num- 
bers, thofe  numbers  had  only  been  infignificant  from  the 
•timely  interpolitioo  of  Cover nment.  With  refpe!^  to  the 
Zz  z  perfons 
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perfons  who  had  been  acquitted,  he  had  hoped  thofc  Tcrdi&s 
wonld  have  one  good  cfiVct  ;  that  they  would  have  deterred 
thofc  who  had  been  treated  with  fo  much  lenity  by  the  laws, 
and  make  them  be  cautious  how  they  again  brought  their  Hves 
into  danger,  by  the  purfuit  of  fimilar  prafticcs.  ^The  iame 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  that  he  Ihould  not  have 
hentated  in  pronouncing  the  pcrfons  tried  Not  Guilty  i  becaufe, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Right  Hon-  Gentleman,  the  profecutors 
had  made  out  no  cafe.  Was  that  the  fa£l  ?  did  the  jury  think 
this  was  the  fad  ?  They  did  not,  for  they  hcfitated  in  one  of 
the  trials  two  hours  before  they  delivered  their  vcrdicl.  The 
jury,  therefore,  had  no  doubt  of  the  cxiftence  of  the  confpiracy : 
and  he  hoped  thofe  who  had  received  the  benefit  of  their  ac- 
quittal, would  imitate  the  conduft  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  not  perfift  in  groping  like  moles  in  the  dark,  left  they 
Ihould  meet  with  tthcr  juries  not  quite  fo  lenient  as  thofe  by 
whom  they  had  been  acquitted.  Thcfc  verdiSs,  the  Learned 
Serjeant  contended,  would  clear  them  up  to  that  time  for  all 
eharges  of  ti^ifon  j  but  if  they  perfifted  in  their  feditimis  prac- 
tices, they  would  not  be  exempted  from  other  charges  of  the 
fame  or  a  different  nature,  with  an  added  load  of  refponfibility 
from  that  which  they  have  before  done,  and  the  lenity  they 
had  before  experienced. 

In  reply  to  the  arguments  ufcd  by  his  Lcamcd  Friend  (Mr- 
Erikine),  great  attention,  he  faid,  ought  and  had  been  paid  to 
the  wiihcs  of  the  people  of  England,  when  the  fenfc  of  the 
people  was  duly  and  properly  colle£led.  There  was  already  a 
fufficient  union  between  that  Houfe  and  the  People ;  and  he 
conceived,  inftead  of  arguments  merely  to  catch  popularity,  it 
would  be  more  confident  with  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe,  if 
fuch  arguments  were  not  ufed  at  all. 

The  Learned  Serjeant  concluded  with  obfer%'ing,  that  he 
moft  heartily  concurred  in  the  continuation  of  that  power  in 
the  hands  of  Government,  which  had  not  hitherto  been  abufed; 
he  was  bound  to  this  from  duty  to  the  Public,  regard  to  the 
laws,  and  to  that  liberty  confident  with  law  and  order  which 
this  country  had  ever  enjoyed,  and  which  he  truded  would 
conditute  drcngth  in  the  country,  to  defy  foreign  and 
domedic  enemies. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe,  full  of 
curiofity,  to  hear  what  cafe  would  be  made  out  to  judify  the 
renewal  of  the  Bill  \  although  he  had  heard  much  declamation 
on  the  fubjeft,  in  the  preceding  debates,  he  had  found  fo  little 
argament,  that  he  conceived  it  mud  have  been  all  referved  for* 
the  prefent  occafion.  In  one  lefpeft  his- curiofity  had  been 
gratified..    Some  of  the  arguments  were  not  only  new,  but  the 
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mod  extravagant  perhaps  ever  uttered  in  a  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  Attorney  General  had  faid  that  the  obje£l  of  the 
Bill  wa^^,  not  to  give  a  power  of  taking  into  cuftody,  and  pro- 
(ecuting  perfons  who  might  be  guilty  of  trcafon,  but  to  give  a 
power  of  arrefting  and  confining  perfons  in  inchoate  guilty  and 
preventing  them  from  completing  the  crimes  they  would  othcr-j» 
wife  commit.  This  was  a  principle  inconfident  with  £ngli(h 
laW|  as  it  wore  a  near  refemblance  to  what  had  been  the 
former,  and  was  too  much  the  prefent  pra£lice  of  a  neighbour- 
ing country,  which  for  feveral  years  had,  been  paying  the  pe- 
nalties, and  expiating  the  crimeS)  of  an  abfoluce  monarchy. 
This  argument  was  not  even  fappoited  by  the  Bill  of^laft  year  > 
.that  went  dire£lly  to  (he  taking  up  and  profecuting  of  perfons 
fuppofed  to  have  committed  aflts  of  trcafon.  To  adopt  fuch  a 
fyflem  of  prevention  was  to  defert  all  the  principles  and  policy 
of  our  anceftors,  in  favour  of  the  infernal  policy  upon  which 
the  Baililes  and  dungeons  of  tyranny  had  been  peopled.  It 
was  to  fay,  *'  We  will  take  up  men  out  of  mercy  and  kindneb^ 
becaufe  we  think  them  likely  to  commit  crimes ;  but  this  very 
mercy  (hall  immure  them  in  prifons^^ind  cut  them  off  from 
fociety  during  our  will  and  pleafure."  Members  of  Parliament 
were  excepted ;  but  might  not  any  other  man  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty  by  the  will  or  miflake  of  miniiters,  as  much  as 
hj  lettres  de  cachet  in  France  formerly,  or  by  any  fudden  feizure 
in  any  country  where  there  exiftcd  a  power  of  arbitrary  im- 
prifonment  ?  It  was  faid  that  no  man  would  be  taken  into 
cuftody  on  fufpicion  of  a  crime  of  which  he  had  been,  pre* 
viouily  acquitted;  but  miniftccs,  upon  their  own  arguments^ 
mud  confider  the  perfons  lately  acquitted  of  treafon  as  more 
likely  than  any  other  to  commit  a£ts  of  treafon  ;  and  what 
fecurity  was  there  againft  feeing  that  which  had  been  declaimed 
upon  as  the  climax  of  French  injudicc,  viz.  men  who  had 
been  acquitted  and  imprifoned  as  uifpefted  ?  The  whole  went 
upon  the  new  French  principles*  v/hicn  charaderized  every  new 
a£b  of  minifters,  while  they  were  holding  them  up  as  the  grand 
object  of  alarm.  What  but  caprice  could  prevent  tlicm  from 
taking  thefc  men  again  into  cuftody  ?  They  would  not  take  up 
Hardy — Why  ?  Becaufe^  when  men  abandoned  the  plain  road 
of  the  conditution,  they  were  involved  in  eternal  contradic* 
tions.  It  was  admitted  that  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  was  not 
treafon,  and  then  it  was  aiked,  *' Shall  we  not  prevent  the 
mifchief  by  taking  the  parties  into  cudody  before  war  is 
adually  levied  ?"  The  law  faid  didinftly,  You  fhall  not  take 
them  into  cudody  as  guilty  of  trcafon ;  this  was  all  the  anfwer 
necefiary  to  be  given  \  and  to  fay  other  wife  was  to  calumniate 
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ihc  zeal  of  loyalty  was  exerted  to  burn  the  houfcs  of  Dit- 
fenters  ?  ^  . 

Mr.  Fox,  after  prcfling  his  argument  in  various  other 
ihapesy  aiked  how  any  man  of  fenfe  or  humatnty  could 
talk  of  the  perfons  lately  acquitted,  having  experienced  ilic 
mercy  of  their  country.  Was  it  mercy  to  be  torn  from  their 
families,  to  be  imprifoncd  for  Cx  months,  and  then  turned 
out  into  the  world  agairi,  their  means  of  fubCftence  perhaps 
cut  off?  They  had  experienced  the  juftice  of  this  country 
in  their  acquittal}  but  to  talk  of  mercy  was  an  infult.  Ho 
paid  a  handfome  compliment  to  the  cnara£ter,  abilities,  and 
public  fervices  of  Earl  AJaqsfield,  with  refpeft  to  whojn*  he ' 
underftood  an  appeal  had  bcen'made  to  him.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  reprefentatioii 
of  the  People  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  were  the  corner#- 
ftones  of  the  conditution.  The  latter,  he  had  long  been  of 
opinion,  ftood  in  need  of  fome  reform ;  for  although  it  was 
true  that  the  Houfe  was  capable  of  receiving  an  impreffioa 
from  the  People,  il  had  been  moft  calamxtoufly  proved  in  the 
American  war,  that-  it  did  not  receive  tliat  impreflion  fooa 
enough «,  and  there  were  cafes,  fuch  as  the  prefcnt  war,  ftill 
more  calamitous,  in  which  time  was  every  thing,  and  delay 
might  involve  Houfe,  Lords,  King,  and  People,  in  one  com* 
mon  ruin* 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  fuppofing  the 
danger  to  exift,  the  only  queftions  were,  whether  the  remedy 
propofed  was  applicable  to  the  danger,  and  whether  the  ap-, 
plication  of  it  was  likely  to  produce  evil  confequences  }  It 
was  neither  a  deviation  from  the  policy  of  our  anceftors,  nor 
a  defertion  of  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  \  but  a  con- 
ftitutional  remedy  often  applied  in  cafes  of  adequate  danger, 
and  fortunately  always  with  the  bed  efFefis.  Was  fuch  a 
confpiracy  as  had  been  fo  often  and  fo  ably  defcribed,  a  cafe 
to  which  it  was  lefs  applicable  than  any  of  thofc  to  which  it 
had  been  applied  in  former  times  ?  Did  a  cafe  in  vi^hich 
opinions  of  the  moft  poifonous  nature  were  circulated,  with 
every  degree  of  art,  through  every  channel,  when  the  moft 
extraordinary  exertions  were  made  to  put  in  motion  a  machine, 
tlie  dreadful  effe£ls  of  which  had  been  but  too  fatally  ex- 
perienced in  another  country,  lefs  demand  vigorous  and  ef- 
leftivc  means  of  prevention  than  others,  where,  although 
the  danger  was  great,  it  was  not  fo  aftive  ?  Preventing  the 
commillion  of  crimes,  which,  if  not  prevented,  it  might  be 
too  late  to  punifli,  was  the  diftinft  charadler  of  the  Bill. — 
This>  it  was  faid,  was  like  the  old  policy  of  France,  or  Hke 
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the  new  fyftem  of  Robefpierre  ;  but  let  it  be  rememberedi 
that  by  this  prevention  the  Houfe  of  Orange  in  tlie  firft  in*i 
ftance,  and  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  in  the  fecond,  had  been 
maintained  upon  the  throne.  In  France,  perfons  acquitted 
of  imputed  crimesi  were  imprifoned  as  fufpe£led ;  here,  and 
under  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  they  were 
enlarged.  The  circumftances  of  the  time  demanded  thit  a 
difcretionarv  power  ihould  be  given  to  minifters,  and  there 
was  no  realon  to  fear  that  it  would  be  abiifed  any  more  than 
it  had  been  upon  former  occafions.  No  man*  would  carry  the 
plea  of  Autrefois  acquit  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  it  (hould  operate 
as  an  indemnity  for  all  future  offences  \  and  therefore  if  any 
of  the  perfons  lately  acquitted  (hould  be  found  purfuing  fuch 
meafures  as  thofe  for  which  they  had  been  tried,  they  would 
be  as  liable  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  as  any  other.  A  power 
mud  be  given  by  the  Bill  to  commit  on  fomething  lefs  than 
legal  proof  of  treafon,  or  the  Bill  itfelf  muft  be  nugatory. 
Confpiring  to  levy  war  was,  by  feveral  temporary  ads  of  the 
Legiflature,  a  fubllantive  treafon  \  and  in  particular  cafes,  fuch 
as  if  the  confpiracy  took  efFedi,  as  it  muft  endanger  the  life  of 
the  Sovereign,  by  the  ftream  of  authorities  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, it  was  an  overt-aft  of  treafon.  Tho  Bill  was,  therefore, 
a  meafure  of  found  precaution,  both  for  the  individuals  who 
miglu  engage  in  fuch  defigns,  but  above  all  for  the  Public. 
Even  where  perfons  were  committed  on  legal  proof  of  treafon, 
iritlight  take  much  time  to  explore  all  the  connexions  and 
Iflonincations  of  the  guilt,  and  confequently  much  time  before 
the  offender  could  be  brought  to  trial,  conliftent  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  public  fafety.  The  alleged  difrefpeft  for  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  proceeded  on  a  mifconflruftion  of  words. 
It  was  no  difrefpeft  to  fay,  that  different  juries  might  draw 
different  conclufions  from  the  fame  fafts,  or  that  a  jury 
might  have  been  milled  by  an  advocate's  eloquent  and  power- 
ful (latement  of  the  law  of  treafon. 

He  next  examined  whether  a  confpiracy  of  fuch  magnitude 
as  to  call  for  the  remedy  propofed  had  been  proved.  He 
went  over  the  hiftory  of  the  feries  of  relative  tranfaftions  on 
#hich  the  trials  were  founded,  and  imputed  different  views 
and  intentions  to  the  foeieties.  To  all  this,  he  faid,  no  an- 
fwer  had  b^en  given  i  but  he  heard  with  grief  an  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Fox),  who  claimed  the  character  of  the  champion 
of  the  conftitution,  fay,  that  from  all  this  he  felt  no  alarm. 
He  had  heard  it  indeed  with  the  lefs  furprife,  becaufe  he  had 
obfer\'ed  from  feffion  to  fcilion,  and  from  day  to  day.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  with  more  or  lefs 
♦     Vpxv.  I.  3  A  caution, 
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caution,  decrying  th^-dsmger  to  be  apprehended  from  French 
priiicipUs.     He  recurred  again  to  the  machinations  of  the 
dif^iferlcH,  which,  he  fatJ,  the  fpeeches  of  Gentlemen   on 
tlie  or  .cr  fi  'c  of  ihc  Houfe  rendered  ftill  more  dangerous* 
and  ill']  more  neceflary  to  be  guarded  againft,  by  |hc  found 
part  of  the  H«»ufe,  and  of  the  country.    All  the  fa£ls  chioged 
m  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  had,  he  obfenred^ 
been  admitted  by  the  advocate  for  the  accufed^  to  have  been 
proved  upon  their  trials,  and  the  vcrdifta  of  the  juries  he 
contended  were  not  coiiclufive— [Here  Mr-  Morris  Robinfon 
called  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  order.]    The  Hon.  Gen* 
tieman  knew  as  little  of  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament^ 
as  of  the  funftions  of  a  jury,  if  he  would  venture  to  main* 
tain  that  its  verdifl  w^s  conclufive  upon  Parliament  >  with 
refpeA  to  any  mcafures  of  precaution  Parliament  might  think 
proper  to  adopt.     To  refufe  to  continue  the  fufpcnCon  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  would  be  to  declare  that  all  the  z{k% 
proved  upon  the  trials  were  innocent.     He  defcanted  on  the 
fituation  into  which  French  principles  had  brought  Europe^ 
and  on  the  fingular  unifon  of  fentiment  between  Parliament 
and  the  People,  with^refpedl  to  the  internal  danger  of  the 
country,  declaring  that  there  never  were  better  grounds  of 
confidence  in  our  proceedings  than  at  the  prefent  moment^ 
whence  it  was  obvious,  that  the  people  would  not  be  wilKv^C 
to  them,  if  they  were  not  wanting  to  themfelves. 

Mr,  Morris  Robinfon  faid,  that  notwithllanding  the  BUk 
tone  in  which  he  had  been  rebuked,  he  muft  (till  maintafi^ 
that  a  confpiracy,  upon  which  the  legal  inqueft  of  the  countrf 
had  paffed,  and  found  not  proved,  ought  not  to  be  faid  to  be 
proved. 

Mr,  Fox  fpoke  in  explanation  to  two  or  three  points.  The 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  of  his  decrying  the  danger 
from  French  principles,  as  if  meaning  to  convey,  that  he 
approved  of  thofe  principles.— No :  So  far  was  this  from  being 
true,  that  he  confidered  what  the  people  of  England  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeinjr,  the  pernicious  effeas  of  thofe 
principles,  as  the  beft  fecurity  that  they  would  not  adopt 
them.  • 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid  he  could  not  be  filent,  when 
emifTaries  from  the  Houfe  laid  hold  of  words,  and  tortured 
them  into  falfe  meanings  ;  when  he  confidered  what  a  handle 
had  been  made  of  what  he  once  uttered  in  the  Houfe,  though 
none  of  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  in  denying  it,  proved 
the  convcrfe  of  the  propofitioilt  What  he  meant  was— • 
Peri/h  C^mmtrce'^-liye  th  Con/Iiititron.     Again,  in  the  words 

acquiitfd 
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acquitted  felons^  fliat  he  bad  lifed,  he  did  not  mean  the  expreffion 
as  throwing  moral  turpitude  on  the  perfoas  acquitted. 

Mr,  Guy  apologifed  for  obtruding  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Houfk  at  fo  late  an  hour,  which  he  (hopid  not  have  done,  bur 
that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  his  ufual  drain,  ac- 
dufed  his  Right  Hon^Frkiid  bf  exiihation  at  the  acquittal  of 
thofe  perfdns  who  lately  were  convifted.  He  remarked,  that 
cheRiglit  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  had  never  fpoken 
<^f  thole  perfons,  except  in  terms  fcarcely  lefs  qualified  than 
felons.  He  was  perfectly  affured  that  it  was  the  right  of  that 
Houfe  to  examine  into  the  tcrdifts  of  juries  •,  but  he  reminded 
the  Houfe,  that  fucfa  examinations  ought  never  to  be  made 
but  with  the  utmoft  degtee  of  delicacy  and  caution.  When 
they  were  concerned  in  meafures  which  related  to  trafi£a£lions 
of  a  very  different  complexion  to  what  they  had  imagined,  it  be-» 
came  them  to  give  thole  tranfafbions  a  cool  and  deliberate  reconi- 
fideratlon.  The  treafont  for  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  K&  was 
laft  year  fufpended,  he  obfervcd,  were  judged  of  from  ex  parti 
evidence  \  and  therefore  it  was  extremely  important,  upon  a 
motion  for  a  re-fufpenfion  of  that  Aft,  to  proceed  upon  fuflS- 
cient  grounds,  and  not  to  maintain  an  opinion,  which  has^  iit 
fome  inflances,  been  contradi£ted,  without  an  impartial  and 
thof(iligh  inveftigation,  . ,.  , 

If  it  were  not  fo  late,  he  faid,  he  flioqld  follow  the  Right 
Hon.'Gentleman  through  many  of  his  arguments  ;  as  it  wa?^ 
h^'  (hould  only  examine  a  few.  If  he  were  difpofed,  like  the 
ftight  Hon.  Gentleman,  to  treat  others  of  an  oppoCt'e  opinion 
in  a  contemptuous  and  uncivil  manner,  he  (hould  not  follow 
hint  in  any.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned, 
that  precedents  could  be  adduced  from  the  Revolution,  and 
even  in  the  very  bed  periods  of  the  Cbnftitutipn,  wTien  upon 
a  fimilar  neceflity  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  had  been  fufpended. 
Mr.  Grey  called  upon  the  Right  Hon.  Gcrftlcman  in  confe- 
quence  to  ftate  any  period,  except  in  circumffenccs  of  a£tual 
danger,  when  the  preflure  and  neceflity  were  rcnlly  urgent, 
or  where  plots  of  a  trcafohaWe  nature  againft  the  life  and  per- 
fon  of  the  King  were  manifeft.  He  wifhed  the  h&  ta  be 
proved. 

In  reply  to  another  part  of  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman'$  de- 
clamation, he  confefled  his  Hon.  Friend  had  admitted  that  the 
papers  on  the  table  were  poblifiied  by  the  pcrfcns  who  were 
tried  J  and  what  then  ?  IJnlefs^  they  \vcre  really  guilty  of 
high  treafon,  they  could  not  be  comprehended  within  the 
intention  of  that  Aft  hf  which  the  Hnheas  Ccrpus  Aft  was 
fufpended.    The  qucftion  then  was,  whether  thofc  pcrfons 

3  A  2  were 
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were  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  that  charge^  he  infifted,  had 
been  &eo  completely  negatived.  It  did  not  become  the  Houfe 
to  forget  its  duty,  nor  to  forget  that  nothing  new  had  been 
ofltrrcd  to  fupport  the  propofition  for  the  re-fufpenfion  of  the 
AS. 

In  the  eloquent  declamation  which  the  Hon.  Gentlenian  had 
made,  he  had  (laced  the  expediency  of  it  as  a  neoeflity  for 
guarding  againft  Jacobinifm  and  French  principles,  becaufe 
there  would  otherwife  be  a  probable  danger  of  feductng  the 
people  from  their  duty  and  allegiance  by  the  rapid  and  fucccflT- 
ful  progrefs  thofe  principles  were  making.  He  begsed  leave 
to  apply  an  exprcffion  in  anfwer  to  this  lentiment  of  an  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  did  not  now  retain  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  (Mr. 
Burke),  upon  the  rebellion  in  America.  That  Gentleman 
th^n  told  the  Houfe  to  recoiled,  that  "  General  rebellions  are 
not  encouraged^  but  provoked  T*  "  And  fo,"  continued  Mr. 
Gsey,  **  do  I  aiErm,  that  in  general  the  people  are  not  feiuced 
from  their  allegiance,  \i\xt  provoked  ** 

If  any  difcontent  has  been  raifed  in  the  country,  it  could 
not  be  by  Paine's  and  Barlow's  books,  without  a  previous 
caufe  ;  but  the  difcontent  mull  have  been  excited  by  the  Go- 
ver;imcnt. 

■   *«  For  love  of  grace, 
•'  Lay  not  that  flattering  uh£lion  to  your  foul, 
'  *•  That  not  your  trefpafs,  but  my  madnefs,  fpeaks  5 

^<  It  wtll  hut  ikin  and  film  the  ulcerous  place; 
**  While  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 
"  Infers  unften." 

Let  us  review  tlie  difcontent  of  France  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution.  That  could  not  be  fufFered  to  proceed  for  want  of 
power  or  imprifonment.  There  was  authority  and  a  Baftile. 
Let  us  review  the  fondui^  and  modyes  of  the  Dutch:— 
They  have  been  accufed  of  (upinenefs  :  They  were  not  fupinc, 
let  us  remember,  under  the  oppreffivc  tyranny  of  Philip  the 
Second  ;  nor  would  they  have  been  fupine  now,'  if  they  had 
not  wanted  caufe  for  exertion.  The  faft  was,  they  were 
weary  of  their  government,  and  no  longer  thought  it  worth  de- 
fending. It  was  indifferent  to  them  whether  they  received  a 
foreign  power,  or  were  fubje£ked  by  a  domeftic  one ;  and 
this  ought  to  be  the  inference  we  fliould  draw,  and  it  (hould 
ferve  as  a  pra£tical  leflbn'to  us. 

"  I  am   much  furprifed,"   continued    Mr.  Grey,    *'  that 

%\^tch-words  (hould  be  complained  of,  when  the  Hon.  Gen^ 

tleman   has  availed  himfelf  of  thofe  worn-out  watch-words» 

3  French 
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French  principles^  and  JacobintftHj  to  fupport  his  defperate  and 
corrupt  mearures.  I  acknowledge  ((aid  he),  that  they  may 
excite  the  idea  of  danger  when  alarm  ought  .to  be  diminiflied  ;*' 
but  he  hoped  the  period  was  not  far  diftant,  whea  the  Confti- 
tutioB  would  be  reftored  to  that  ancient  and  beautiful  iform 
from  which  the  Right  Hon.  Geotleman  had  reduced  it.  He 
faidhe  ihouldgive  his  negative  to  the  motion,  becaufe  he  ap- 
proved of  that  old  exploded  do£trine,  that  **  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Pi.Q,  ought  never  to  be  fufpended,  except  in  cafes  of  adual 
or  very  imminent  danger." 

One  remark  appeared  yet  neceflary  upon  the  refponfibnity 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  pretended^  when  he 
Called  upon  the  Houfe  to  repofe  its  confidence  in  the  mcafures 
of  Adminiftration.  When  minifters  claim  the  confidence  of 
the  Hdufe  upen  light  and  trivial  occafions,  Mr.  Grey  aflerted 
they  were  entitled  to  no  confidence ;  and  when  heafierted  this, 
he  did  it  becaufe  tliere  had  not  appeared  to  him  one  clear,  de- 
monftrative,  and  fuflBcient  argument^  to  juftify  the  difpofal 
of  fo  much  power  in  -the  hands  of  the  King. 

Colonel  Rolle  recommended  thedivifion  upon  the  renewal  of 
an  A&,  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Carpus  A£X  at  a  former 
period  (we  believe  in  the  year  1754)  to  be  read,  when  the 
Ayes  were  71,  and  the  Noes  13.  He  did  this,  he  faid,  that 
the  people  might  know  what  the  opinionsW  that  Houfe  for- 
merly were  upon  a  fimilar  occafion. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called  for,  from  every  quarter  of 
the  Houfe,  a  divifion  took  place ; 

Ayes 
Noes 

Majority     177 

The  Bill  was  then  read  afecond  time  :  After  which  a  warm 
and  long  converfation  took  place  between  the  Attorney  Gemral^ 
Jdr^  Erjk'ine^  Mr,  Sheridan^  Mr.  Fox^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^ 
query  and  Mr.Dundas,  on  the  queftion,  whether  they  ihould  go 
into  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  at  that  late  hour  (three  o'clock 
in  the  morning) ;  which  at  length  was  terminated  by  minifters 
agreeing  tago  into  the  Committee  on  Tuefday,  with  a  decla- 
ration mat  they  would  go  through  the  remaining  ftages  of 
the  Bill  on  tliat  day  and  WedneGday,  fo  as  to  fend  it  to  the 
Lords  on  Wednefday. 

Adjourned  at  half  paft  three  in  the  morning. 


Minority 
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Msnori^  on  the  Debate  of  a  Motum  madeto  read  a  fteand  tum^   the  BiB 
for  further  Jufpen£wg  the  Habeat  Corpus  JS. 


Antonte,  Lee 
AnfoBy  Tliomas 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bou.'Tie,  Hon.  £. 
Bu.ch,  J.  R. 
Bvnfij,  G'orge 
Cavendifhy  Locd  J.  H« 
Church,  J.  B. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Colhotin,  William 
Comtenay,  John 
Crewe,  John 
CuiwQn,  Chriftiao 
Erflcinc,  Hon.  Thomas 
Edwards,  G.  N. 
Featherfton,  Sir  Henry 
Fitzpairick,.  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foley,  Hon.  Edward 
Fox,  Rt.  Hon.  C.J. 
Francfs,  Philip 
Hare,  Jones 
Harrifooy  John 
Harcourt,  John 
Howard,  Henry 
Jekyll,  Jofcpb 


Jerroife,  C.  Jenroifc 
St.  JouB,  St.  Andrew 
LambtoiH  William  Henry 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Mairland,  Hon.  Thomas 
M*LeoH,  Colonel  N. 
North,  Dadley 
Pcirfe,  Henrv 
Plumer,  William 
Powlett,  Powlett 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 
'Robinfbn,  Monri« 
Bu^el,  Lord  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Shawe,  Stewart 
Smith,  William 
Stnrt,  Charles 
Tarleton,  Genera! 
Tborold,  £ir  John 
Thorn pfon,  Thomas 
Townmend,  Lord  John 
Walwyn,  James 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  Samueli  Jon. 
Wbitmore,  Thomas 
Wynne,  R.W. 


Grey,  Charles 


TELLERS. 

I      Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Total— 55. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Monday,  Jan.  26.  ~         ^ 

Mr.  Baldwin  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat  for  the  boronglx  ef 
Maltoti)  in  the  county  of  York. 

Mr.  Aldermaii  Anderfon  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermeni  and  Livery  of  the  City,  of  Lopdon,  iu 
Common-Hall  aflembled,  of  which  the  foUowiog  is  the  fiib- 
ftance  -'  •     *' 

*<  Thatfotir  petitioners  deplore  the  evil  cMfeqaenees  of  war-  in  general, 
Vnt  more  particularly  thecalamitotts  effects  of  the  pi^ftnt  war,  on  the  trader 
manufaAures,  and  commerce  of  the  Biitifii  empii«« 

*«  Your  petitioners  conceive,  that  none  of  the  ends  propofed  by  the  pre- 
ftnt  war  either  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be  obtained,  although  it  has  been 
carried  on  at  an  unprecedented  expence  to  tliis  country,  and  has  already  pro- 
duced 
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dnccdrHi  alarming  locreafe  of  the  natiorfal  debt,  augmented  by  fubfidies  tm 
allies,  who  have  not  fulfilled  their  (blemn  engagements,  or  rendered  ade- 
quate (inrvice  for  large  fusis  a^ually  received  by  them. 

**  Your  petitioneiS)  from  their  preCent  v,iew  of  public  mcafuren,  prefume 
humbly,  but  firmly,  to  exprefs  to  this  Honourable  Houfe  their  decided 
conri^  JU,  that  the  principle  upon  which  the  war  appears  cow  to  be  caaried 
on,  neither  is  nor  can  be  efiimtial  to  the  prolperity,  the  liberty,  or  the  gk>rjr 
of  Xht  Britifli  e inpire . 

**  Your  pet i:  toners,  therefore,  humbly  pray,  that  this  Honourable 
Houfe,  dilclaiming  all  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  concerns  of  Fr^uice, 
will  be  ple^fVd  to  take  Tuch  ireafures  as  they,  in  their  wifdom,  (hall  think 
proper  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  a  fpeedy  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  war."  , 

Ordcretl  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tte  Cha/iceUor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  **  That  the  Chap- 
lain do  prtrach  before  this  Houfe  at  St.  Margaret's  Churchy  on 
FiWdV,  ihc  30th  of  January/' — Ordered. 

General  Smilh  M^iflied  to  know  what  meafurcs  had  been  taken 
vith  refpeft  to  officers  in  India  ?  This  was  a  queftion  which  . 
he  had  put  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  laft 
year,  who  had  then  promifed  thajt  fomething  flioiild  be  done: 
As  he  did  not  know  whether  any  meafure  had  been  taken,  he 
was  under  the  neceility  of  renewing  his  queftion  ^  Tic  hoped 
thefe  officers  would  not  be  fufFered  to  languifli  froq;i  year  to 
year,  without  fome  fteps  being  taken  to  relieve  them. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  was  difpofed  to  gifC  th^ 
queftion  of  the  Hon.  General  the  moft  explicit  anfwer  whkk 
ht  was  able  to  give ;  and  he  hoped  the  Hon.  General  had 
heard  out  of  doors  enough  to  fliew  himi  that  he  had  not  him^ 
fclf  been  ina£tive  upon  the  fubje£t.  Lord  Cprnwallis  had 
been  referred  to  upon  that  matter  i  the  Nobfe  Marquis  had 
conGdered  the  whole,  and  had  made  his  report  upon  it>  in 
which  there  were  many  fuggeftions»  which,  he  had  no  doubts 
would  prove  ufeful.  He  had  his  Majefty's  command,  to  lay  tkat 
repori  before  the  Court  of  Direftors ;  he  had  alfo  had  private 
communications  with  feveral  officers.  It  was,  however,  a 
qu-ftion  oF  very  great  magnitude, -and  on  which  he  feared  there 
would  btf  much  diffijrence  of  opinion.  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
the  Court  of  Diredors  had  already  differed  in  fome  refpefis  ; 
and  the  officers  did  not  entirely  agree  with  either. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  ought  not  to  fay  much  of  himicif }  but 
he  could  fafely  aflert,  that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  »ny  inat- 
tention or  delay  ;  he  had  been  conGdering  the  information 
which  the  report  returned  by  the  Court  of  Directors  contained, 
and  which  he  leceived  no  longer  ago  than  laft  iiaturday  i  it 
.    .  was 
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was  an  arduous  taft,-  and  he  would  go  through  his  dutf  T€« 
fpe6tiAg  it  as  well  as  he  was  able.  He  trailed  that  fomctlmig 
might  be  done,  even  in  the  prefent  year,  fo  that  the  oflifeeis  in 
India  might  have  fome  information  on  the  arrival  there  of  the 
next  fleet, 

Mr,  Francis  agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  this  was  a 
yery  important  queftion,  but  he  was  forry  to  hear  that  fo  much 
difference  of  opinion  prevailed  on  the  fubjeft  ;  it  was  unfor- 
tunate that  fuch  (hould  be  the  cafe,  after  fo  much  confidera* 
tion  had  been  given  to  the  fubje^.  He  hoped  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  would  lay  the  report  he  alluded  to  before  the 
Houfe. 

General  Smith  then  moved — **  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafcd  to  give  diredions  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe 
the  petitions  of  the  OfEcers  belonging  to  the  Bad  India  Com- 
pany's fervice." 

Mr^  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  had  no  obje£tion  to  this 
motion,  but  he  doubted  extremely  how  far  that  would  bring 
about  the  obje£t  which  he  believed  the  Hon.  General  to  have 
in  view. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Francis  fuggefted  that  it  might  be  proper  to  lay  before 
the  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  report  to  which  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentlenun  alluded. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  apprehended  it  to  be  quite 
^nufoai  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  inftrument  of  that  kind. 
tl    Mr,  Francis  faw  nothing  extraordinary  in  calling  for  the 
prodttdxon  of  fuch  an  inftrument :  However,  as  it  was  obj«£l- 
ed  to,  it  was  a  matter  which,  he  faid,  he  would  not  prefs. 

Mr^  SAeridan  reminded  Gentlemen  on  the  oppdfite  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  that  an  order  had  been  made  for  producing  a  copy 
of  a  CommiiTion,  under  which  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  a6led  as 
Viceroy  of  Corfica.  He  did  not  obferve,  that  fuch  order  had 
been  yet  complied  with. 

Mf\  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  the  very 
paper  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to,  and,  with  his 
permiilion,  it  ihould  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  •paper  was  read,  and  it  appeared  to  contain  a  me- 
morandumy  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  no  falary,  as  yet,  as 
Viceroy  of  Corfica. 

Mr^jBheriian  faid,  ihac  an  opportunity  might  occur  for  hav- 
ing a  complete  explanation  of  this  matter.  He  bbfcrved, 
that  the  memorandum  juft  produced  ftated,  that  hitherto  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  had  not  received  any  falary  as  Viceroy  of  Corfi- 
ca. ^  That  there  was  to  be  a  falary,  aiad  tliat  too  to  be  paid 
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out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  this  country,  he  took  for 
granted.  That,  however*  wa$  a  fubjed  which  might  be  dif- 
cuiled  hereafter. 

MR.  GREY'S  MOTION. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe  in  confequence  of  the  notice  he  had  given  of 
the  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  \  a  motion  which,  he 
confefTed,  was  unufual  in  point  of  form,  and  unufual  as  to 
the  mode  of  bringing  it  forward.  He  had  to  bring  before  the 
Hpufe  a  queftion,  in'  its  nature  and  in  its  confequences  one  of 
the  moft  important  refpcfting  which  that  Houfe  had  ever  cxcr- 
clfcd  Its  deliberation  or  its  power.  It  was  not,  like  many  other 
fubjedts,  whiah  were  frequently,  perhaps  too  often,  agitated 
within  thofe  walls.  It  was  not  merely  a  difpute  between  two 
oppofite  fides,  who  {hould  have  the  condu£l  and  the  dire£lioa 
of  public  afiairs — not  a  queftion  on  any  fuch  narrow  ground, 
not  a  queilion  governed  by  principles  of  prejudice  or  party — 
it  was  not  a  queilion  whether  this  or  that  denomination  of 
men  (hould  hold  or  contend  for  a  transfer  of  the  power  of 
Admin iftration — ^not  whether  it  (hoidd  continue  in  one  fet  of 
men,  or  (hould  go  into  other  hands — it  was  a  queftion  of 
much  greater  magnitude  and  importance  ;  it  was  to  be  decided 
on  the  broad  bafis  of  national  intereft,  as  it  afFcAed  the  happi- 
ncfs,  the  fafety,  polHbly  the  very  exiftence  of  this  country.  If 
in  the  cour fe  Qt  debates  fince  the  period  in  which  this  calamitous 
war  commenced,  any  thing  of  animofity  had  occurred ;  if 
paflions  had  mifled  fome  perfons  to  hitereft  themfelves  in  behalf 
off  thib  war,  and  had  influenced  them  to  defire  to  carry  it  on  ; 
if  individuals  had  been  deluded  into  it  by  falfe  alarms— the  cafe 
was  at  this  time  entirely  changed;  it  nad  become  a  matter  of 
ferious  alarm  to  every  man  who  had  good  wifties  for  the  wel- 
fare of  this  country.  If  that  Houfe  was  what  it  profefTed  to 
be— >the  real  guardian  of  the  public  fafety ;  if  it  intended 
to  zGl  in  its  true  character  ;  it  would  confider  the  fubjefl  with 
the  utmoft  attention  \  if  they  would  a£l  with  the  feeling  and 
temper  of  good  men,  they  would  refleft  on  the  importance  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  remember  that  not  only  the  money,  but  alfo 
the  lives  of  thoufands  awaited  the  deciGon  of  that  night. 

After  two  years  war,  marked  with  a  mixture  of.  brilliant 
fuccefles  and  mortifying  jdifafters,  both  of  which  had  contri- 
buted  to  drain  this  country  of  its  blood  and  of  its  treafure,  we 
were  not  one  point  nearer  to  the  objeft  for  which  it  was  faid 
to  be  undertaken,  than  at  the  moment  of  its  commencement. 
A  melancholy  refleftion  this ;  ftill  more  fo  when  the  lives  of 
perhaps  50,000  of  our  countrymen  had  been  facriticeJ,  and 
when  we  bad  fo  enormoufly  incrcafcd  the  national  debt ;  a 
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debt  which  had  contributed  fo  much,  and  which  would  con^ 
tribute  much  more,  to  dampthe  ardour,  cramp^he  g%Qiu$9  and 
check  the  induRry  of  all  ranks  and  defcriptionilpif^fieople  in 
thij  country.  Melanoholy  iodieed  was  this  reflection,  (ince  ii 
the  war  were  to  fubfidc  that  day,  we  ftiould  have  added  to  our 
national  debt,  perhaps  /cvffifj  ^nillkns  of  Pioney*  .The  Ricbt 
Honourable  Gentleman  feemcJ  not  to  aflent  to  tliis-  He  te- 
lievcd  it  was  not  an  cxagger.acd  r.ccount,  but  in  order  to  avoid 
difputes  upon  the  fum,  he  would  (late  it  at  fifty  millions  j  tUat 
he  knew  was  below  the  mark,  but  he  was  content  to  take  it  at 
that  amount.  Surely  then  it  became  the  Houfe  to  deliberate 
again  and  again  before  they  added  to  a  burden  already  fo 
enormous  j  it  became  them  to  paufe  before  they\)roce.eded  one 
ilcp  further,  where  the  ifluc  was  in  itfclf  fo  hazazdoas,  and 
the  lofs  fo  large  and  certain. 

Tlie  propofition  that  he  had  to  .bring  forward^  Mr.  Grey 
faid,  was  one,  refpefting  which  every  Member  in  the  Houfe 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  judgment ;  because  when 
he  g?ive  'his  notice  he  not  only  explained  the  nature  of  the 
fubjcifb,  but  ftated  to  the  Houfe  the  very  terms  of  his  motion; 
;ind  that  no  ambiguity  fl)ould  be  found  in  any  branch  of  the 
fubjeft,  he  had  alfo  ftattd  the  fubftauce  of  what  he  conceived 
to  be  tlie  minifter's  avowed  opinion  :1s  to  a  form  of  govern- 
ment in  France,  with  which  this  country  might  fafely  and  ho- 
nourably treat.  He  fliould  re-lhue,  as  well  as  lie  was  able, 
the  words  of  that  Right  Honourablfe  GentJeipan.  ^e  (the 
minifler)  had  faid,  **  that  in  regard  to  the  got^mment  with 
which  we  {hould  treat,  ilie  bpft  terms  of  fecnrity  (te  he- 
iievecj  he  added,  ihe  mod  fatisfa£kory),  weic^  in  his  opinion 
to  be  obtained  from  a  monarchy  founded  6n  fomething  like 
the  bafis  of  the  old  government  of  France  ;  that  he  concetvrd 
it  would  be  poflible  for  this  country  to  treat  witl)  a  repubHr, 
but  that  with  the  prcftnt  government  of  France  we  could  not 
treat,  nor  ought  we  to  treat,  for  we  were  rot  yet  fo  reduced 
for  want  of  refources  as  to  make  it  neteflnry  for  ns  to  nego- 
tiate with  them,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the.  afpedl  pf  their 
refources  which  made  them  formidable  to  us."  Atcording^to 
that  declaration,  it  was  evident^  Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  the  war 
was  a  war  ufque  ad  intvniecionem^  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  the 
utter  ruin  of  this  country  would  induce  the  minifter  to  treat 
for  peace.  This  he  underftood  to  be  the  meaning,  and  this 
he  feared  might  be  the  cfFefil  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman's fcntiments  upon  that  febjcd,  if  that  Houfe  fhould 
be  pleafed  implicitly  to  adopt  them.  Sentiments  fuch  asthefc 
were  indeed  alarming,  when  it  was  roflefted.  that  diey  came 
from  a  pcrfon,  iii  whofc  hands  the  direftion  of*  public  affairs 
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was  placed,  and  on  whofe  opinion,  (hould  the  Houfe  fupport 
it)  the  dreaded  liFue  of  this  vcrar  depended.  Thi^  opinion^ 
however,  had  not  yet  been  coUntenanded  by  the  Houfe  of 
CortmonsL  He  hoped  it  never  Mrotrtd,'  and  he  would  endea- 
vour ta  bring  a  qucftion'  forward' whidh'  ihould,  as  fairly  as 
poffible,  put  that  point  in'  ifluc;  He  hoped  it  Was  an  opinion 
the  Right  Honourtble  Genttentan  himfelf  would  abandon^ 
and  he  rhilted  that  if  theminiftdfihoUidftill  perfift  in  it,  the 
Houfe  would  never  couhtcnanc<i  fuch  a  fentiment. 

When  he  gave  his  notice  of  the  motion  •  with  which  he 
(hould  conclude,  he  afked  ihe  minifter  if  the  wording  of  the 
motion  was  fair  and  fatisfa£loiy  to  him,  adding,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  any  other  terms  were  neceflliry,  he  had  no  ob- 
jc£fcion  to  thtir  being  infertedl  Thd  Right  Honourable  Gen* 
fleman  declared,  he  thought  the  motion  perfeftly  fair,  and  ex- 
prdlcd  himfelf  ftttisficd  with  the  terms  of  it.  The  point  here, 
therefore,  was  plain  and  explicit,  and  no  man,  by  agreeing  to 
hib  n^otion,  would  acknowledge  any  thinj^  which  thcit  Houfe 
had  deni€d';  indeed  the  point  to  be  difcufled,  w^s  fo  clear,  fo 
fimplie  and' intelligible,  that  the  miillftcr  having  agteed  to  put 
It  upon  that?  ifltitf,  ftood  dirfeftly  pledged  to  cometo  a  decifive 
vote  upon  the  queftion.  This  was  an-  occaflon  in  which  the 
feelings  of  the  Houfe  wtfre  moft  WartnlV  engaged,  aiid  he 
would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  they  felt  collediV'tly  asabody, 
'V^hathe  was  fate  they  felt  individaJly  as  men,  all  refene  would 
•fesfetafide,  all  anirtiofityaltoided,' all  avtificd  v^ould  be  abnn^ 
dfJn^d;-  all  that  myftdry  which'  Ibttlctim^s  obfcUrctl  political 
points  Would  be  removed  and  at  an  end^  the  HoUfe  would  not 
flmn  the  (jiieftionj  but  M^ouldcotHe  fonvani  honeftlynt  once, 
artdgivc  their  r^al  opinio  1I.  This  it  was  theii-  duty  to  do,  as 
they  (hould  rememl^r  they  wcrid  to  decide  on  the  lives  of  a 
multitude  of  their  dounti^^men,  Ht  would  again  fay,  it  was 
abfolutely  ncceiTary,  t^iht  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  deal 
fairly  and  frankly  with  the  country,  and  not  conceal  from  the 
peopte  the  danger  which  threatened  :  Without  franknefs  and 
fair  dealing,  the  HoUfe  of  Commons  would  neither  have,  nor 
deferve  to  have,  atiy  refpe^  front  them  ;  more  efpecially  fo 
when  they  were  voting  away  the  money,  and  facrificing  the 
lives,  of  their  conftitiients.  It  was  a  qucilion,  on  the  ifl'ue  of 
which  even  the  French' had  a  right  to  expert  the  Houfe  to 
cometo  a  decifion  ;  they  had  a  right  to  expecl  it  of  the  juiLice 
and  the  candour  of  the  lirltifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  becaufc 
tlie  people  of  France  ought  to  know  explicitly  againft  what 
it  is  that  tfiey  are  fighting^-- they  ought  to  know  whether,  in 
the  opihion  of  that  Hotifc,  they  had  a  right,  which  he  would 
contend,  as  a  general  principle,  every  nation   uiider  Heaven 
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hadj  viz,  the  right  of  determining  what  form  of  gtwernmctit 
they  (ball  have.    It  would  alfo  be  conducire  on  this  fcore  to 
be  expiictt  in  our  declaratiood — oamcly^  by  bd^lding  out   a 
placaUe  difpofitioo ;  it  would  give  them  aa  opportunity  of 
feeing)  whether  they  are  milled  by  their  own  rulers*  ihould 
they  (hew  an  averGon  to  a  pacific  fyftem.    So  far  did  he  think 
that  we  ihould  not  adopt  as  a  principle  that  we  could  not  make 
peace  with  the  prefect  government  of  Fiancet  that  we  (houid 
ourfelves  in  reality  make  fome  propofition  with  a  view  to  the 
attainment  of  it.     Another  reaion  why  the  queftion  which 
he  ihould  propofe  ihould  be  met  by  an  explicit  vote — it  was 
neceflary  on  account  of  the  fituation  of  the  minifter  himfelf ; 
it  was  as  important  to  him  that  be  ihould  not  be  deceived,  as 
it  was  important  to  the  country  that  he  ihould  not  deceive  the  > 
Houfe.    It  viras  neceflary  that  he  ihould  know  whether  the 
Houfe  was  willing  to  go  on   with  a  iellum  internechnttHj  as 
he  had  on  former  occafions  ilated  this  war  to  be ;  and  by  his 
conduA  fince  the  commencement  of  it,  he  had  incurred  a 
fevere  refponfibility,  which  was  every  hour  increafing.     It  was 
neceflary  the  Houfe  ihould  underiland  the  miniiler,  and  that 
the  miniiter  ihould  underiland  the  Houfe  i  that  he  (hoiild 
know  dearly  and  explicitly  what  fort  of  fupport  the  Houfe  in* 
tended  to  give  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war* — ^His 
propofition>  Mr.  Grey  faid,  was  framed  with  a  view  to  all  thefe 
points ;  it  was  plain,  fimple,  and  intelligible.    It  did  not  go  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  own  opinion  upon  the  fubje£l.    The  ef- 
fe£l  of  his  motion  went  not  the  length,  of  dedarine  that  we 
ihall,  or  even  that  we  ought  to  negotiate  at  the  preient  crifis, 
but  fimply  to  fay  that  negotiation  at  this  time  is  not  preduded 
by  the  form  of  die  government  of  France.    If  he  were  to  aA 
up  to  his  own  opinion,  he  ihould  make  his  motion  in  much 
broader  terms,  and  fay,  that,  under  all  the  exiiling  circum- 
ilances,  it  was  the  dutyjof  the  minifter  of  this  country  to  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  a  negotiation ;  but  this  his  motion  did 
not  prefcribe^  all  that  his  motion  went  to  tSc€t%  was  merely 
to  put  this  country  and  France  in  a  negotiable  ftate.    It  would 
be  nothing  more,  if  carried,  than  a  Parliamentary  declaration 
tliat  the  form  of  government  in  France  was  not  a  bar  to  ne- 
gotiation on  the  part  of  this  country.    It  did  not  proceed  to 
tell  miniftcrs  what  he  might  think  their  duty;  it  merdy  aimed 
at  putting  the  aflaiss  of  the  two  nations  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to 
facilitate    negotiation;   or,  in    other    words,    to    render   it 
poflible  for  the  French,  if  fo  difpofed,  to  agree  to  negotiate 
with  us. 

This,  then,  being  the  queftion,  he  ihould  hope  that  the 
pledge  wliich  the  minifter  had  entered  into  for  meeting  this 
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fabjed  fairly,  would  be  zGted  up  to,  that  the  Houfe  (hould 
come  to  a  conclufion  upon  the  liTue  of  it.  and  that  the  queftion 
Ibould  not  be  evaded.  He  was  told,  upon  former  occafionst 
that  the  queftion  between  this  country  and  France,  was  not  to 
be  conGdered  as  a  diipute  between  nations  at  war- upon  the 
ordinary  caufes  of  conteft,  but  as  a  war  of  a  particular  and 
czcraordinary  nature.  Unfortunately  that  was  true  $  but  yet 
we  ought  to  know  the  fpecific  ohjeGt  of  hoftiUties,  and  then 
we  (hou)d  confider  what  profped  there  was  of  our  future  fuc« 
ceis  from  refle£^ing  upon  the  effeA  of  our  paft  endeavourSf 
and  thus  it  would  become  a  queftion  how  far  it  would  be  po- 
litic to  continue  hoftilities;  fiut  the  queftion,  unfortunately 
for  the  country,  could  hardly*  be  faid  to  be  of  that  nature. 
He  was  told,  when  the  difpute  avofe,  there  were  fevcral  caufes 
for  the  commencement  of  the  war  ^  he  wa9  told  when  hofti- 
lities  commenced,  and  he  had  heard  but  little  more  to  inform 
him  upon  that  fubjefl  (ince,  that  the  fall  of  the  government 
of  France  was  efifential  to  the  fafety  of  our  own ;  that  their 
government  was  in  dire£l  hoftility  to  ours,  and  that  their  fuc- 
cefs  was  incompatible  with  our  fecurity.  He  had  no  doubt 
but  that  he  (hould  be  told  the  fame  thing  again,  and  that  it 
might  be  inlilled  upon,  and  therefore  we  could  not  at  prefent 
negotiate.  Nor  had  he  any  doubt,  but  that  an  atternpt  would 
be  made  to  tell  the  Houfe,  that  their  former  deciGons  were 
tantamount  to  this.  He  did  not  think  that  fuch  could  fairly 
be  faid  to  be  the  tScil  of  any  of  the  decifions  of  that  Houfc. 
If  we  could  go  back  to  ^  fituation  to  which  the  minifter  would 
be  glad  to  recur,  namely,  the  time  when  we  were  at  peace* 
and  who,  if  he  had.  the  opportunity,  would  obferve  a  condu£l^ 
diredly  the  reverfe  of  that  he  had  purfued,  we  fhould  find 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  exprefs  terms  thanking  his  Majefty 
*for  abftaining  from,  all  interference  with  the  afRiirs  of  the 
French  nation.  This  was  in  the  month  of  December  1 792^ 
long  after  the  King  of  France  had  been  depofed,  and  the 
French  had  cftabliftied  a  republican  form  of  government  *,  and 
alfo  after  mapy  of  the  excefTes  for  which  the  French  had  been 
fo  much  and  fo  dcfervedly  blamed,  had  been  committed. 
Mr.  Grey  read  part  of  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  anfwcr 
to  his  Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
in  1792.  He  did  this,  he  faid,  in  order  to  Ihew  that  the  con- 
du£k  of  the  French  was  as  objef^ionabie,  and  as  revolting  to 
our  feelings,  at  that  time  as  it  had  been  fince  or  could  be  at 
prefent ;  and  yet  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  then  of  opi- 
nion that  the  form  of  government  of  France  was  not  incom-^ 
patible  with  our  fafety.  Nor  did  he  know  of  auy  thing  fiiice 
in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  given  a  contrary  opi- 
nion^ 
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tlkm.  He  had  heard  in^ed  inany  argutnentr urged  t3  fup^pcMt 
scorttrary  opMiion ;  bat  he  drd  not  remember' any  d«ciliof»*of 
dMHovfe  by  which  that  opinion  had  been  negatived, 'and 
dlsrsfere  he  d^d  not  mean  that  day  to  propofe  any  ihmg'vliair 
eoaki  be  deemed  incompatH>le  with  what  the  Houfe  h»i  ai* 
teady  done.  It  wUs  for  the  Hoafe  to*  confider  wheth^  dbey*' 
irould  coumenanee  to  its  full  extent,  the  opinion  which  Hie 
Aiinifber  had  cffrtn  exprefled  upon  theTubje£^)  and' whether 
'  they  would  cake  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleitidnv  and  impofe 
upon  themfelves,  the  great  refponfibiHty  which  had  hitherto 
been  attached  to  Adminiftration  only.  He  wtmld  ufk  the 
Houfe  torefled  updn  the  fituationof  the  prefent war,  and  oa 
the  manner  in  wbtdi  it  had  been  commenced..  It  w«s  trae 
that  the  declaration  of  the  war  originated  in  France  ;  bat  did 
that  decide  the  queftion  of.  Who  in  reality  commenced  the 
Cornell?  Did  we  not  refufe  all  fatisfadkion  ta  France  after 
complaints  were  ftated>?  Did  wc  not  fend  away  one  of  their 
ttriniflera,  and  refafe  to  receive  anodier  ?  Wasr  therefore  tlie 
mere  decfawation  of  war  the  commencetoent  of^hoftiHties? 
Moft  iadubitably  it  was  not.  Tbr  thcCe  reafons  he  regarded 
the  war  as  a  war  of  aggravation  on  ottr  part,  without  4iewte^ 
to  the  French  bow  it  might  have  been  avoidedy  or  how  ft 
could  be  difcontinued,  by  which  means  diere  was  a  complete 
bar  to  all  treaty;  to  take  away  that  bar  was  the  only  objeA 
of  his  motion. 

How  far  the  obje£i  of  the  war  on  our  part,  as  explained  by^ 
the  minifter,  was  attainable^  and  how  far,  under  the  prefent  cir* 
isumftances,  it  was  politic  for  tliis  country  to  purfue  it,'  Mr* 
Grey  faid,  were  points  which  ought  to  be  maturely  coflfider- 
ed.  If  the  Houfc  was  indeed  of  opinion  that  the  very  eiM* 
ence  of  this  country  depended  on  our  being  able  to  force  the 
Frendi  to  aban4t>n  their  prefent  form  of  government;  how- 
ever diftant  atid  vain  the  hope  might  feem  to- him,  he  could 
have  nothing  to  oii^r  agatnit  our  trying  to  accomplish  iu  for 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Hoiife  and  the  country  muft  de- 
termine to  make  every  facrifice  in  their  power;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  exidenge  of  the  government  of  France  was 
not  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  this  country,  nor  eflbndsl 
to  its  permanence,  and  he  was  happy  to  fay,  he  faw  nothing 
that  ought  to  prccJude  our  tre.uing.  with  them. 

In  examining  this  qucition  he  laid-  lie  ihould  not  deem'  it 
rcccflary  to  inquire  into  ;i  point  which  had  been  often  inGfted 
upon,  lumcly,  that  one  nuiion  in  fome  cafes  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  form  of  the  government  of  another.  As  a 
general  propofition  he  was  r.eady  to  fay.  he  could  not  admit  die 
riglit  which  oiie  nation  luid  to  ihtcrfere  with  the  government 
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of  anotter — but  in  certain  particular  cafes,  he  thought  th« 
propofirion  might  fate  admitted ;  he  neverthslefs  begged  it  to 
be  underftood  thst  he  did  not  fubfcribe  to  the  do£krine  of  in- 
terferenc«  with  the  governments  of  ^tes  to*  an  unquaKftsd 
eiEtent.  It  was  not,  howerer,  to  be  denied,  that,  generally 
fpcukang,  a  nation  has  a  right  to  form  its  own  government 
far  itfelf,  and  other  nations  have  no  right  to  intcrpofe;^ri>at 
was  not  a  qiuidion  into  which  the  difcuiiioa  of  this  fub}e£k 
would  properly  lead;  for  fuppofing  the  deftruSiomof  the  pixj- 
fent  government  of  France  to  be  a  defireable  obje^l:  for  Thift 
country,  k' became  us,  before  we  (hould  fet  about  it,  to  ii)« 
^uirc  into  the  profpeft  which  we  had  of  fucceeding  in  the  atr 
tempt^ ~&nd  to  alk  ourfelves  whether  tho  probability  of  nceom^ 
plifiiing  it  viras  equal  to  the  hazard  of  the  enterprife.  Here 
he  moft  confel^  the  view  was  unfavourable.  He  did  not  wi(h 
to  dwell  en  the  circumftanccs  of  the  war,  becaufe  they  were 
frefli  in  the  recoUeftion  of  every  Member  in  the  Houfe,  and 
becaufe  they  were,  the  latter  p^rt  of  them,  fo  extremely  diCr 
aftrous,  that}  no  man  of  any  feeling  or  feniibility  could  review 
chem  vvithout  concern,  or  without  feeling  deeply  for  the  fate 
of  this  country ;  •  he  feared  they  proved  but  an  indtiferent 
iburce  of  confolation  to  thofe  who  had  predicted  a  favourable 
iflue  to  our  contci^.  He  hajcl  heard  with  furprife  the  founda« 
tion  whicli  the  minifter  laid  for  our  fucccfs  in  tlie  terminfttion 
of  theprefent  war;  ivjz.  the  weakncfs  of  the  French,  and  th# 
ftrength  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  ailonilhed,  he  repeated, 
at  hearing  this  fort  of  argument ;  that  was  the  ground,  hOMr- 
ever,  on  which  this  queltion  fliouid  be  confidered,  and  that 
was  divided  into  t>vo  branches-^he  chanceof  acounter*vetolu«- 
tton  in  France,  and  the  reduced  ftate  of  their  refoorcos.*-^ 
With  regard  to  a  counter-revolution  to  be  effedted  by  force  of 
arms,  was  it  neceffiiry  that  fueh  a  potltion  ihould  be  argued  at 
all  i  Was  it  nocefl'ary  to  recapitulate  the  circumftances  which 
made  up  our  daily  experience  upon  the  fubjeft  ?  It  wafs  un- 
doubtedly true  that  the  prefent  government  of  France  had 
countenanced  and  committed  the  moft  horrid  acis  of  cruelty 
and  murder;  but  was  it  doubted,  that  with  all  its  exceiFcs,  all 
Us  faflrious  contentions  in  the  capital,  all  its  ihiftingof  power 
from  one  fet  of  men  to  anothpr,  the  rnafs  of  the  people  wbui 
firmly  attached  to  that  government ;  and  if  fo,  could  it  be- 
come a  queftion  whether  the  moderation  which  that  govern- 
ment had  lately  (hewn,  would  diminiih  that  attachment  ?  The 
truth  was,  and  it  would  be  criminal  to  tittcmpt  to  conceal  it, 
tho  people  of  France  detcfted  the  very  idea  of  a  monarchy  at 
thisif moment ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  defecVsof  their  re- 
publican form  of  govemment,  a  republic  they  were  dctermin- 
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«d«eo  faavC)  and  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent H^     A  2r- 
publici  one  and  indivifible)  was  the  objed  of  their  ^^m^  and 
that  objockj  whatever  the  minifter  of  this  country  niight  thiak 
er  fay  they  ^vould  at  all  hazards  maintain }  that  would  be  tiie 
cftablilhed  form  of  government  in  France,  at  leaft  by  force  we 
ihould  ne^cr  be  able  to  prevent  it.  This  opinion  he  bad  £onned 
at  an  earljr  period  of  the  conteft,  and  every  event  which  had 
happened  fince,  had  confirmed  that  optiiion.    He  ^otcSed 
himielf  ready  to  admit,  that  thofe  who  avow  a  contrary  opi- 
nion, were  not  inconfiftent  with  their  premifes,  for  tfacy  al- 
lege, that  the  French  revolution  was  brought  about  by  the  peo- 
ple having  perufed  republican  vmtings.    On  the  contrary^  he 
maintained  that  the  French  revolution  was  not  the  refult  of 
the  theory  and  fpeculation  of  philofophers,  but  thalt  it  arofe 
out  of  the  hard&ips  and  mifery  which  made  the  French  hace 
and  deteft  the  tyranny  and  defpotifm  to  which  it  was  owii^. 
It  was  ridiculous  to  fay  that  any  people  will  revolt  under  a  go<xl 
government,  merely  to  try  the  cSe&  of  theory  and  fpecula- 
tion.   Thofe  who  were  of  that  opinion  were  una(:<|uainted 
with  the  chaiacier  of  man.     He  (hould  like  to  fee  the  pa^e  in 
any  hiftory  in  this  world,  where  the  mafs  of  a  people  oad  re* 
volted  from  the  government  under  which  they  enjoyed  pro* 
tedion.    In  reality,  mankind  in  general  were  bent  the  other 
way;  they  were  fond  of  a  government,  and  fometimcs  blind  to 
its  defe£ls,  while  they  were  confcious  they  were  prote£led  by 
it.    He  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  was  afraid  this  was  not  always 
the  cafe  with  governments ;  thofe  who  managed  them  were 
fometimes  not  fatisfied  with  the  aflFediion  and  obttdienceof 
the  people;  tney  would  but  too  frequently  plunder  and  infult 
ihem :  He  was  forry  to  fay  alfo,  that  governments  in  general 
leemed  not  to  grow  wife  by  experience ;  and  this  was  m(A 
unfortunately  true  in  the  hiftory  of  revolutions.    Thofe  who 
have  taken  an  accurate  view  of  the  American  revolution  and 
ihat  of  France^  cannot  but  fee  the  ftri£l  fimilarity  they  bear  to 
each  other.    OppreiTion  was  the  caufe  of  both.    It  had  been 
thought  that  the  revolution  of  America  might  have  taught  the 
ntinifters  a  lefibn  not  to  proceed  as  they  are  now  doing. 
Had   ttiat  been   the  cafe  f    Let  them  fee  a  little  how  th^ 
ftood,  and  how  the  fa£ls  were  upon  which  they  ought  to  form 
their  judgmeiits.    Three  campaigns  had  paiTed — Had  we  gain* 
edany  thing  ?-*-We  were  once  fo  t.rward^  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jenklnlon),  we  might  be  able  to 
march  triumphantly  to  Paris ;  and,  although. l)c  was  not  fo 
fitfiguine  as  that  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  believed  at  one  time 
there  was  Some  idea  that  the  allies  might  fubduc  the  French^ 
and  that  he  believed  might  have  been  appcchended  in  the 
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'National  Gftnventlon ;  nt  fcaft  certain  it  was,  they  thought  their 
filiation  a  very  ferious  one.  Bat  had  we  gained  one  inch  lub- 
•fequent  to  that  period  ?  We  had  at  one  time  made  an  impreC- 
'iion  on  the  fide  of  Alface — Had  we  gained  any  thing  in  that 
■quarter  fince  ?  Let  Gentlemen  reco!le£t  La  Vendee,  Lyons^ 
■Toulon,  and  Marfeilles. — What  had  been  the  confequencc  of 
the  infurreftion  in  thofe  places;  was  it  favourable  to  us?^^ 
"Wc  had  poflfeflibn  of  the  port  of  Toulon,  as  it  was  once  faid, 
by  the  af{e£tion  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  hatred  they  enter- 
tained for  the  French  republic;  but  it  had  fince  apfteared,  that 
it  was  by  the  treachery  of  a  few  perfons.  Had  we  gained  a 
fingle  man  in  favour  of  our  caufc  by  that  event  ? — ^If  wc  looked 
to  the  fouth  of  France  for  an  infurreflion,  what  profpe£b  had 
we  of  ac<)uiring  any  thing  by  it?  There  ^c  (hould  fee  the 
main  body  of  the  people  reconciled  and  attached  to  the  pre-^ 
fent  government.  In  truth,  they  were  united  to  their  govern* 
ment,  and-  gate  it  extraordinary  energy  from  a  fcnfc  of  com^- 
mon  danger;  that  was  fure  to  be  the  cafe  in  every  govern- 
ment—was  it  not  at  this  vety  moment  the  cafe  in  our  own? 
Did  we  not  fee  the  hands  of  Government  ftrengthened  every 
hour  even  upon  the  bare  fufpicion  of  a  common  danger?  Had 
not  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&j  the  pride  of  Engliflimen,  been  fuf« 
pended  on  that  idea  ?  Was  it  therefore  the  lefs  likely  to  be  the 
cafe  in  France,  under  all  its  circumftances,  than  in  any  other 
country  ?  With  regard  to  any  poflible  hope  of  a  counter-revo« 
lution  in  France,  the  queftion  was  at  an  end^  cither  by  force  of 
iarms  or  othcrwife. 

The  next  point  which  had  been  infifted  upon  by  the  minifter 
&s  a  reafon  why  we  fliould  expe£l  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  war, 
Mr.  Grey  faid,  was  the  want  of  refources  on  the  part  of  the 
French;  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated,  that  the 
French  finances  were  fo  exhaufted,  that  he  could  prove  from 
Calculation,  they  could  not  continue  the  war  much  longer.  He 
had  heard  much  upon  this  fort  of  reafoning  founded  upon 
calculations  of  the  llrength  of  dates.  He  had  heard  it  front 
the  commencement  of  the  jhpefent  war  down  to  that  moment, 
and  yet  the  French  had  been  fuccefsful  in  proportion  as  we 
had  depreciated  their  power.  He  had  heard  it  in  hisMajefty's 
Speech.  [He  read  part  of  the  King's  Speech  of  kft  year.] 
That  was  the  language  in  the  year  1 794,  and  fuch  was  the 
bnguage  at  prefent.— But  the  hiftory  of  the  world  proved 
the  falhcy  of  this  mode  of  argument.  They  were  told  of  the 
progreffivc  and  rapid  dctav  of  the  refources  of  the  French. 
Precifeiy  in  the  fame  ftyle  n^d  the  Houfe  of  Commons  been 
addreflfed  in  the  year  1777,  when  the  American  war  was  hardly 
begun,  and  npon  that  occafion  a  ()peech  was  made  by  a  perfen 
Vol.  I.  3C  (the 
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{the  late  Lord  Chatham),  to  whofe  authority  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  would  certainly  pay  foiqie  attention.  That  great 
ftatefman  had  then  aflccd,  ^'Wiiere  is  the  man  with  thelmre- 
head  to  promife  or  hope  for  fucceis  in  fuch  a  fituation  i  or 
from  perfeverance  in  the  meafures  that  have  driven  us  to  it? 
Who  has  the  forehead  to  do  fo  ?  Where  is  that  man  ?  I  flioiiU 
be  glad  to  fee  his  face." 

They  all  knew  the  Americans  had  iflaed  a  great  quasthy 
of  paper  money,  and  they  were  faid  on  that  account  to  want 
refources  i  it  was  therefore  infifted  that  they  muft  fall.  It  had 
then  alfo  been  dated  by  way  of  proof  of  that  afleftion,  that 
the  debts  of  the  Americans  would  amount  to  Gxty-fiz  miUioo* 
Ilerling,  and  that  tj»e  whole  value  of  the  fee  fimple  of  their 
eftates  did  not  aiaount  to  more  than  thirty*thfee  milUocit. 
Such  were  the  argun^nts  at  that  day,  and  fuch  they  were  at 
prefent;  this  was  the  misfortune  of  having  the  afiairs  of  the 
nation  in  the  hands  and  under  the  dire£lbn  of  men  who  were 
unable  to  diftinguifli  between  the  fallacy  of  fuch  calculations 
and  the  energy  and  enthufiafm  of  a  people  ftruggling  for  what 
appeared  to  them  to  be  their  freedom,  and  of  our  being  go* 
vemed  by  men  who  thought  that  their  knowledge  upon  fuch. 
topics  was  fuperior  to  all  that  was  to  be  coUef^ed  from  the 
biftory  of  nations.  If  that  ftatement  of  American  refources 
was  9ompared  with  thofe  of  France,  it  would  be  found,  that^ 
even4ipon  tliat  calculation,  tJbere  was  a  prodigious  advantage 
in  favour  of  France.  iMr.  Grey  quoted  the  report  and  fpetcb 
of  Johannot  on  the  fuhjeB  $f  their  finances  to  the  French  Conven* 
tioHf  in  fapport  of  his  argument  in  favour  of  the  refources  of 
France.]  The  moft  exaggerated  account  that  had  been  given 
of  the  probable  debt  of  France  amounted  only  to  four  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  (about  one  hundred  millions  beyond  the 
truth),  and  the  value  of  their  landed  eftate  was  admitted  to  be 
above  fix  hundred  millions  ftcrling.—- What,  then,  was  to  be 
faid  on  the  queftion  of  calculation,  efpecially  when  they  all 
knew  that  the  French  were  now  adding  the  riches  of  woole 
nations  to  their  wealth  j  when  they  have  a  Bank  in  their  pof- 
fcflion,  which  was  once  faid  to  be  fo  clofcly  connefted  with 
ours,  that  the  Bank  of  England  and  that  Bank  were  one  and 
the  fame  thing  ?  But  this,  in  truth,  great  and  mighty  as  the 
advantage  was  in  favour  of  the  French,  was  not  the  real  way 
toeftimate  the  refources  pf  a  people  who>  in  a  ftatc  of  revo- 
lution, were  contending,  as  they  thought,  for  their  libertica 
and  lives.  They  were  not  to  be  meafured  by  the  common  ef- 
forts of  a  people;  for  while  there  was  iron  in  the  bowels,  or 
grafs  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth,  there  was  no  end  to  their 
refources.    Bcfidcs,  if  the  population  of  France  was  looked 
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to,  it  would  be  found  thtt  it  amounted  to  one  fixth  of  the 
whole  of  Europe;  add  to  this,  the  diftraded  and  impbveriflied 
ftate  of  the  allies,  and  then  he  belieyed,  no  man  in  his  fenfes 
would  think  of  fuccefs  in  another  campaign  againft  them ; 
for  it  was  clear^  however  defireable  the  thing  might  be,  it  was 
impoiTible  to  conquer  a  nation  determined  and  ready  to  fpend 
their  laft  (hlUbg)  and  facrifice  their  laft  man^'for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  republican  fyftem. 

With  regard  to  our  own  refources,  he  believed  them,  a%the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated  them  to  be,  very  great.j 
equal,  certainly,  to  every  thing  to  which  they  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied 5  but  not  equal  to  the  conqueft  of  France,  or  to  the  car- 
rying on  a  war  of  aggrefGon,  for  fo  he  mufl  again  ftate  this 
war  to  bcj  aa  it  was  avowedly  for  the  deftru£lion  of  the  go- 
vernment of  trance.  He  would  repeat  it,  that  whatever  wc 
might  think  of  ourfelves,  we  had  not,  nor  could  we  in  the 
nature  of  things  have,  in  the  profecution  of  this  war,  the 
energy  and  fpirit  of  the  French,  for  they  muft  fight  while  there 
was  a  man  or  a  {hilling  left. — What  were  our  refources  ?  Had 
the  Emperor  improved  them  ?  Let  them  look  at  what  was  faid 
upon  that  fubjeft  in  his  own  memorial,  addreffed  to  the  Circlp 
of  die  Upper  Rhine,  wherein  he  ftated  that  he  was  drained 
of  men  and  money,  and  that  his  army  was  dcTlitute  of  prcH 
vifions  and  other  neceflaries,  and  that,  from  his  incapacity  to 
continue  the  war,  they  ought  to  go  home.  [Mr.  Grey  read 
to  extra£l  from  the  memorial.]  Was  it  from  the  exertion  of 
the  Italian  States  that  we  expefted  to  derive  eflential  affift- 
ance  ? — ^Was  it  from  the  King  of  Sardinia  ? — Was  it  from 
Spain,  who  had  already  loft  a  great  part  of  his  own  dominions, 
and  was  in  danger  of  lofing  the  remainder  ?-^Was  it  from  the 
maritime  power  of  Naples  ? — or,  was  it  from  t)lat  difgraccful 
alliance  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia;  who  had  authorifed 
murder  and  devaftation  j  who  gave  us  promifcs  in  abundance ; 
but  who  had  not  yet  furnifhcd  us  for  the  good  common  caufe, 
a  (ingle  man,  or  a  fingle  rubel  ? — Was  it  from  our  good  Ger- 
man ally,  who  hpd  taken  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of 
our  money  ?— Let  them  liften  to  his  conftfu£kion  on  the  treaty 
which  enabled  him  to  receive  that  fum  of  us,  as  alfo  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Emperor  on  that  fubjeft.  The  Emperor  com- 
plained that  his  Pruffian  Majcfty  had  not  brought  into  the 
field  the  fixty-two  thoufand  men  agreeably  to  his  engagement. 
The  King  ot  Pruflia  denied  our  right  to  command  any  of  the 
Pruffian  troops  5  and  contended  that  they  ought  not  to  marcii 
againft  the  French,  but  ought  to  remain  to  defend  Germany. 
[Mr.  Grey  read- the  memorials  of  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Pruflia  on  this  fubjeft.]     He  wiflied  to  know  if  any  thing 
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lite  an  excufe  could  bo  given  by  minifters  for  this  wild  ^vaflc 
and  proflijijiite  lavifhm^  nt  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  Tti^  Rigiic  Hon.  Gentleman  had  quoted  a  paHage 
from  an  eloquent  fpeech.  He  might,  by  looking  a  few  lines 
back  in  the  fame  fpeech,  have  found  another  much  more  to  the 
purpofe : 

Spem  fi  quam  adfcitit  ^tolum  habuiftis  in  armia 

Ponlte 

It  had  been  dated  by  an  Hon.  Friend  of  his,  that  the  better 
Vay  would  be  to  leflen  our  army,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  in- 
'crcafc  our  navy  in  the  prcfent  war;  that,  ht  admitted,  w«.  old 
be  proper  enough   in   the  conduft  of  a  rational  war,  but    it 
would  be  inefFeftual  for  the  fuccefs  and  profecution  of  this. 
He  believed,  indeed,  thi^re  were  very  few  Gentleinen  out  of  that 
Houfe,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  refources  of  France — very- 
few  out  of  that  Houfc,  who  were   acquainted  with  the  re- 
fources of  this  country — very  few  out  of  that  Houfe,  who  had 
the  Qighteft  knowledge  of  the  real  (late  of  our  allies,  who 
would  give  the  minifter  credit  for  having  the  power,  under  any 
circutnftances,  of  deftroying  the  government  of  France,  or 
"who  really  believed,  that  at  this  hour  ic  was  not  wile  and  pru- 
dent, on  our  part,  to  endeavour  to  negotiate. 

He  had  often  heard  that  the  ftrongeft  reafon  which  a  great 
nation  could  have  for  entering  into  a  war  was  to  defend  its 
honour ;  and  he  agreed  with  that,  becaufe  it  was  by  defending 
its  honour  it  protefted  itfelf  from  infult ;  but  he  never  undcr- 
(lood  it  to  be  found  policy  to  carry  this  principle  beyond  all 
limits ;  on  the  contrary,  he  took  this  to  be,  as  every  thing  in 
human  affairs  ought  to  be,  fubjeft  to  the  diftates  of  prudence  j 
and  on  that  account  this  country  had  nothing  to  fear,  for  we 
had  vindicated  oar  honour  fufficiently  to  fecure  us  from  future 
infult. 

The  only  queftion  for  him  toconfider,  and  that  he  confeifed 
was  the  moft  difficult,  was  the  general  qoedion,  How  we 
were  to  fubmit  to  the  difgrace  of  a  negotiation  ?  He  expefted 
this  to  be  urged  to  the  Houfe,  as  he  had  often  heard  it.  His 
anfwer  was,  that  his  motion  did  not  reach  that  length.  He 
was  ready  to  confefs,  that,  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  we  ought, 
under  our  prefent  circumftances,  to  begin  the  negotiation— 
but  his  motion  did  not  go  to  that  efFeft ;  it  was  only  to  put 
our  fituation  in  a  negotiable  (late.  -He  had  heard  alfo  a  great 
deal  upon  the  doflrine  of  the  National  Conventio^i  of  France, 
by  which  they  were  faid  to  avow  a  principle  of  intermeddling 
with  the  governments  of  other  nations  *,  and  as  a  proof  of  it, 
the  decree  of  the  tpth  ofNovetiib^r  179a  bad  bcenmiotcd. 

The 
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The  Houfc  ought  to  rccolleft  that  the  French  Con vention  had 
repealed  that  decree,  and  followed  that  repeal  with  a  decla- 
ration that  they  would  never  interfere  with  the  ^OTcmment  of 
any  other  country.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  that  an  opportunity 
of  negotiating  with  the  French  had  not  yet  ofiered.  He  wifticd 
to  know  to  what  period  it  would  pleafe  Gentlemen  who  aiTert-- 
ed  this,  to  allude.  Gentlemen  on  his  (ide  of  the  Houfe  Iiad 
propofed  a  negotiation  at  the  commencement  of  the  mifunder- 
Handing  between  our  government  and  France.     That  was  a 

J)roper  period.  We  had  been  fuccefsful  in  feveral  ipilances 
ince  the  commencement  of  hoflilities.  They  were  proper 
periods  to  negotiate,  and  a  negotiation  was  reconunended  in 
each  of  thefe  inftances  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  had  a  ne- 
gotiation been  fet  on  foot  at  that  time,  he  was  convinced  it 
would  have  been  efFe£iual.  It  was  not  his  faulty  nor  the  fauk 
of  thofe  with  whom  he  a£bed,  that  this  country  was  in  fo  awful 
a  fituation  ^s  it  flood  in  at  prefent.  It  was  not  their  fault 
that  fo  much  defolation  liad  taken  place  -,  that  fo  many  thoo- 
fands  had  loft:  their  lives,  that  the  helplefs  widow  had  been 
made  to  weep,  or  that  the  orphan  was  left  dcftitutc  of  protecr 
tion;  had  the  advice  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  been  taken  at 
an  early  period,  all  the  calamity  which  Europe  had  fuficr^^ 
foY  the  laft  two  years  might  have  been  avoided.  When  that 
happy  period  (hould  arrive,  when  the  blelTings  of  peace  fhould 
be  reftofed,  it  was  irapoffible  to  forefec.  If  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman  was  determined  to  perflft,  as  he  faid  he  was,  till 
the  republican  government  of  France  was  dcftroycd,  the  time 
but  too  probably  would  come  firft,  when  he  would  himf;;lf  be 
obliged  to  humble  the  tone  of  his  quotations : 

Ante  equklinn  fumma  de  re  ftamilT^— 

Et  vellem,  et  fuerat  melius  |  non  tempore  tali 

Cogere  concilium.*—  i 

H J  was  afked,  (hould  we  truft  to  the  mercy  of  the  .French 
G  )vcrnment  ?  Certainly  not :  We  were  a  ;^reat  power,  and  hnd 
gr'.at  rcfources ;  and  that  was  an  additional  real  on  why  we 
iliould  put  our  affairs  in  a  train  for  negotiation.  If  we  did  fo . 
now,  wc  could  ufe  the  full  advantage  of  that,  power  and  thofe 
reloiirces  ;  fliould  we  exhauft  them  both,  and  be  at  lad  com- 
pelled to  negotiate,  we  fliould  then  indeed  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  French.  Should  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  after 
Hanover  might  poffibly  be  added  to  the  conquefts  of  the 
French,  we  might  ftill  proceed,  perhaps  the  fertile  plains  of 
Ijombardy might  be  addedalfo,and  every  portfrom  thePyrenncf « 
to  Gibraltar,  and  the  whole  of  Spain — would  he  then  fay^ 
that  wc  were  leis  at  the, mercy  of  the  French  than  at  prcfent? 

Did 
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Did  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemsm  reaJly  beliercy  that  the  peofile 
In  l^s  countrj  would  fubmit  for  tfcr  to  be  guided  bj  fidtk 
abominable  policy  ?  Did  h^e  reaUy  beliere,  that  cren  at  dus 
hour  the  war  was  popular  ?  Did  any  man  in  that  Hoole  beSetc 
It  ?  he  was  confident  of  the  contrary.  If  the*  Houfe  of  Com** 
fiions  was  really  difpofed  to  truft  the  minifterswith  tbefuitlicr 
profecution  of  the  ¥rarj  would  the  Right  Hon.  Gemlenum 
declare  that  he  could  tnift  his  allies  ?  He  believed  that  the 
minifter  would  not  affiire  the  Houfe  that  he  had  any  fuchocnw 
fidence.  This,  therefore,  was  furely  a  time  to  put  our  a&ixs 
in  a  train  of  negotiation,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Gendemaa  has 
been  advifed  bv  his  own  friends.  Should  our  attempts  in  that 
Tcfped  prove  fruitlefs,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  then  be 
unanimous,  the  People  would  join  heart  and  hand,  and  wc 
Ihould  profecute  the  war  with  vigour  \  we  ihould  then  indeed 
tefemble  France  in  the  oaly  point  for  which  (he  was  to  be 
envied — the  unanimity  of  the  people  with  their  government. 
For  his  own  part,  he  declared  he  mould  be  ready  to  go  to  the 
field,  (land  in  die  front  of  the  battle,  smd  £dl  in  tlie  fenrice  of 
his  country. 

He  had  within  thefe  three  days  fome  reafon  to  think  that  his 
motion  (hould  be  altered,  becaufe  an  account  had  reM:hed 
this  country  which  ought  to  have  fome  influence  at  Icaft,  ia 
that  Houfe  \  he  meant  an  account  of  the  debates  of  the  Diet 
of  the  Empire,  in  which  all  parties  agreed,  except  the  Land- 
grave of  HcfTe,  and  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  that  it  is  becom* 
ing  at  this  time  in  that  Empire,  while  preparations  for  the  next 
campaign  are  continued,  to  make  overtures  to  the  enemy  for 
a  decent  and  equitable  peace.  But  for  the  notice  he  had  al- 
ready given  of  his  motion,  and  of  the  precife  words  in  which 
it  was  to  be  formed,  perhaps  the  language  of  the  Diet  of 
Ratifbon,  or  fomething  like  that  language,  would  be  the  mo(t 
fitting  for  that  Houfe  to  a^Iont.  Holland,  through  the  ill* 
judged  policy  of  mini  ftcrs,  had,  he  faid,  become  a  vidlim  lo  the 
fury  of  the  enemy,  which,  had  timely  caution  been  exhibited, 
might  have  been  favcd.  After  then  the  fcccflion  of  our  allies 
and  thcabfolute  lofs  of  that  country,  did  tlie  Hon.  Gentleman 
wifli  we  fliould  remain  alone  in  the  contcft,  and  proceed  to  our 
litter  ruin  ? 

This  was  a  fubje£t  which  it  would  become  the  Houfe  to 
confidcr  attentively  and  gravely.  He  had  ftatcd  the  neceffity 
ef.  taking  feme  meafure  to  avert  the  further  calamities  of  war. 
tet  Gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  who  out  of  doors  were  againlt 
the  war,  declare  as  much  within.  Let  thofe  Members  who 
out  of  doors  fcruplcd  not  to  fay,  that  they  really  thought  the 
miniftcr  did  not  intend  to  profecute  the  war,  but  that  he  was 

a£lually 
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adually  negotiating  at  this  time ;  let  all  fuch  not  deceive  th^mr 
fc&^es.;  ht  them  not  deceive  the  miniftqr  as  to  the  profecutioa 
of  the  war,  or  to  the  fupport  which  he  was  in  reality  to  hav« 
in  cattying  it  on ;  but  let  tbeit  votes  follow  the  dictates  of 
their  hearts*  '  This  was  not  a  queftion  whether,  as  had  beea 
ftated  on  a  former  night,  the  predi£tions  of  one  fet  of  men,  or 
the  opinions  of  another,  had  been  juftified  by  eventsi  but 
a  queftion  of  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  country.  Mr* 
Grey  concluded  with  an  apt  quotation,  implying  that  as  minif- 
ters  had  (hewn  nothing  but  incapacity  on  their  part,  it  would 
not  be  prudent  in  that  Houfe  to  repofe  confidence  in  their 
future  condud.  He  then  moved,  "  That  the  exiftence  of  the 
prefextt  government  of  France  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as 
precluding,  at  this  time,  a  negotiation  for  peace.** 
*  Mr,  W.  Smith  feconded  the  motion.  He  conceived  that  it 
was  his  duty,  upon  an  occafion  like  this,  to  deliver  his  fenti« 
ihents  withhonefty  and  freedom.  After  what  had  been  urged 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft:  fat  down,  he  had  little 
new  to  advance.  There  was  a  path,  hbwever,  hitherto  untrod- 
den, through  which  he  would  beg  leave  to  lead  the  Members 
pf  the  Houfe.  It  was  (bort,  and  it  would  not  occupy  thein 
long.  The  reflexions  which  would  naturally  occur  n"om  thq, 
obfervations  he  was  about  to  make,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  would 
infpire  them  with  fenfations  of  forrow,  uneafmefs,  and  p^in  i 
but  by  the  confequences  which  might  enfue,  he  hoped  they 
would  be  fucceeded  by  feelings  of  a  very  different  nature* 
The  ptefent  crifis  was  a  moil  awful  one.  His  Hon.  Friend 
had  declared  that  it  was  not  the  objc£l  of  his  ipotion  to  pre- 
fcribe  the  necelfity,  or.  the  mode,  of  negotiatioii  to  his  Majefty's 
mnifters.  He  did  not  find  fault,  but  he  would  beg  leave  ti$ 
obferve,  that  by  debying  propofing  terms  for  peace,  the  dilE- 
culty  oiobtaining  ic^ould  increafe  to  an  alarming  magnitude, 
till  at  laft  they  fhould  be  compelled  by  imperious  neccffity,  to 
-which  the  ftiffeft  necks  and  the  proudeil  fpirits  muft  fometimes 
bow,  to  fue  for  it,  perhaps  on  very  difhonourable  terms.  The 
tmin  of  refle£tion  into  which  he  wifhed  at  prefent  to  lead  their 
minds,  and  to  which  he  would  entirely  confine  himfelf,  was  the 
refemblance  which  fubfifts  between  the  prefent  conteft,  and 
that  from  which  we  are  fcarcely  recovered.  It  was  not,  he 
prefumed,  neceffary  to  'fay,  that  he  alluded  to  the  Americaa 
war.  The  points  of  refemblance  had  not  itruck  him  till  lately  > 
but  upon  a  little  confideration,  they  would  be  found  to  be  both 
many  in  number,  and  great  in  degree.  He  confcffed,  that  ar- 
guments from  analogy  were  not  always  conclufive ;  but  the 
wifdom  which  we  learn  from  experience,  and  which  is  juflly 
held  in  fo  high  eftimation,  when  applied  to  exifting  circum^ 
'3         •  ilances. 
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cations  and  the  force  of  the  emigrants  haye,  in  both  calcsy 
been  un wifely  confided  in.  It  was  fuppofed  that  the  midir- 
ctplined  Americans  could  not  iiand  the  (bock  of  a  difciplined 
European  army ;  whereas  it  was  found,  by  woful  experiettcc, 
that  the  Britiih  foldiers  gave  way  in  almoft  every  attack*  to  tks 
furious  aflanlt  of  the  undaunted  favages  of  America !  Com* 
manders  of  the  firft  rank  and  military  charadler,  inftead  of 
gathering  freih  lauielsi  loft  their  former  glory  and  reputation. 
And  how  have  our  armies  and  our  ableft  Generals  fared  in 
France,  in  Flanders,  and  in  Holland  ?  Thej  have  experienced 
nothing  but  defeat  and  difappointment  I  We  had  partial 
fucceffes  in  the  American  war,  as  well  as  in  this,  and  their 
efle£ls  are  the  fame.  One  campaign  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  war;  a  fecond  came  unexpe£^edly,  but  they  were 
aflured  it  could  not  poiTibly  laft  to  the  end  ot  the  fecondL  We 
were,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  in  a  fituation  calamitous  and  forlorn  be^ 
yond  any  precedent,  and  were  called  upon  to  make  a  vigoroiu 
exertion  to  complete  it  in  the  third.  Experience  had  proved^ 
that  we  had  not  force  fuificient  to  fubjugate  America,  and  he 
defpaired  of  our  ever  being  able  to  over-run  France,  tf  it  was 
not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  di^plsiying  able  generalihip  in 
the  retreat.  In  (hort,  if  the  American  war  had  been  fet  up  as 
a  warning  to  minifters  againft  entering  into  the  prefent  war 
with  France,  events  could  not  have  more  exadly  correfponded. 
From  the  defection  of  General  Arnold,  great  things  were  ex- 
pe6ked,  and  none  were  produced  :  From  the  revolt  of  Dumott- 
rier,  (imilar  expediations  were  entertained,  and  (imilar  difap^ 
pointments  experienced.  In  the  courfe  of  the  French  conteft 
aifo,  General  Dumourier  in  the  height  of  vidory,  and  after 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  had  re- 
volted from  the  (tandards  of  the  French;  and  being  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  whole  army  he 
commanded,  to  join  with  him  in  the  caufe  of  the  allied  powers : 
'1  fiis  the  army,  all  but  a  very  inconfiderable  number,  flatly 
refufed,  and  he  became  a  folitary  wanderer  in  confequence  of 
his  dcfc'dion;  having  ruined  his  own  fame  without  doing  the 
leall  fcrvicc  to  the  allies,  whofe  caufe  he  had  efpoufed.  He 
remembered  alfo  that  after  the  vi£iory  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
Camden,  the  then  Secretary  of  State  here,  wrote  to  his  Lord- 
fhip  •*  that  the  minillry  doubted  not  but  that  all  America^ 
fr>urh  of  the  Delaware,  would  fubmit  to  his  Lord(hip*s  arms 
beiore  the  end  ot  that  campaign.''  In  the  fame  manner,  after 
the  taking  of  Condc  and  Valenciennes  by  the  allied  powers, 
fonic  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  immediately  conceived,  that 
the  next  progrcflive  ilep  vs^ouki  be  to  march  to  Paris.  Yet 
l>oth  thefe  had  turned  out  the  rcvcrfe;  for  inftead  of  the  A*- 

ricaas 
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ricans  fobmiting  to  Lord  Corn\«'a1Ii$,  they  had  obliged  him  and 
iiis  whole  army  to  furrcnder  themfelvcs  prifoners  of  M'ar ;  and 
in  licti  of  the  allied  armies  marching  to  Paris,  after  the  capture 
of  Valenciennes,  th(?y  had  been  driven  firft  out  of  France,  next 
out  of  Belgium,  and  Jaftly  out  of  Holland. 

America,  when  at  war  with  us,  was  fupportcd  by  France, 
and    afterwards  by  Spain   and   Holland.      As    yet   France 
had  receiTcd  no  acceflion  of  ftrength,    but   that  of  Great 
Britain  was  confiderably  diminifhed  by  the  defe£^ion  of  her 
allies*   Similar  endeavours  were  ufed  in  America  to  what  have 
been  made  in  France,  for  comprefling  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  into  one  channel.     In  America,  and  upon  the  Conti- 
nent, the  fame  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  rapacity  of 
the  army,  a  rapacity  of  which,  in  the  prefent  Inftance,  he  did 
not  accufe  the  Englifh  foldiers,  at  leaft  for  which  he  did  not 
blame  them,  as  any  excefles  of  which  they  have  been  guilty, 
have  been  the  confequence  of  difappointments,  the  want  of 
fupplies,  and  bad  treatment.     In  both  wars  we  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  fubfidize  foreign  powers.     In  the  lad  war,  we  •  ex« 
pendcd  1,500,0001.  for  the  fake  of  18,000  men  ;  but  the  time 
was  certainly  paft,  when  fuch   a  fubfidy  can  be  faid  to  have 
been  extravagant.     They  have  both  been  conduf^ed  with  the 
fame  fpirit,  and  the  fame  arguments  had  been  ufed  for  the  ' 
purpofe  of  deluding  the  people  of  this  country  with  regard  to 
the  refourceS)  firft  of  America,  and  then  of  France.     Congrefs 
paper  dollars,  and  French  affignats,  were  at  fuch  a  tremendous 
difcount  and  depreciation  in  value,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  carry  on  the  war  much  longer.    This  for  a  length 
of  time  fucceeded  in  blinding  the  people,  but  the  fatal  bubble 
at  length  appeared  too  plain  to  be  any  longer  believed.     With 
refpea  to  the  refourccs  of  the  French,  it  was  rather  extraor- 
dinary tahear  the  minifter  boaft   of  their  being  fo  nearly  ex- 
haufted,  when  it  appeared  by  a  very  recent  report  made  to  the 
Convention,    that    they  confiftcd   of   a  fum   amounting  to 
6oo,ooo,oooK  fterling.     Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  could  not  wonder 
at  the  fame  artifices  being  ufed  now,  and  the  fame  arguments 
tcforted  to,  which  had  been  during  the  Amcii:an  wax,  when 
he  looked  on  the  Gentlemen  who  at  the  prefcnt  moment  com- 
pofed  the  miniftry.     Many  of  them  were  leading  or  fubordi-* 
nate  Members  of  the  then  Adminiftration  ;  and  when  he^afb 
his  eye  on  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  ajid 
faw  him  fvrrounded  by  the  motley  group,  it  convinced  him 
that  there  was  one  thing  in  which  he  Jiad-  not  failed  to  copy  his 
Noble  Father,  and  that  was  in  the  fof  mation  of  a  miniftry.     In 
tfce  Adminiftration  of  that  time,  there  was  a  moft  hctcrogc- 
neiHis  mixtureof  men  of  different  fentiments  and  parties;  or, 
3D  2  U 
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in  the  voids  of  Mr.  Burke,  it  was  an  Adinmiftfation  onfkfe  t« 
touch,  and  unfure  to  ftand  upon.    Whether  the  prefent  Ad- 

•^Kitniftration  merited  that  chara£ker,  time  would  mew  v^-btit» 
for  one,  he  would  be  bold  to  aflfert,  it  wAild  be  unfafe  to  trxA 
it  with  the  interefts  of  the  ftate.  Both  Adminiftradons  had 
diiltnguUhed  thcmfelTcs  by  a  total  difregaid  to  picdiftinns^ 
and  the  prcdi£kions  uttered  by  the  opponents  of  each  have 
been  jaftified  by  the  fubfequent  fads.  The  ob]e£b  of  both 
wars  haw  been  continually  varying  and  undefined.  The 
American  war  was  fometimes  termed  a  war  of  neceifity^  at 
other  times  of  rebellion,  and  at  other  times  of  fupremacy.— 
The  objeds  of  the  nrefent  war  have  been  almoft  as  various  as 
the  cataftrophes  with  which  It  has  been  attended  i  and  of  late, 
they  had  found  out,  that  it  was  unconditional  fubmiffion  on 
the  part  of  French  that  they  were  contending  for.  The  op- 
pofers  of  the  American  war  were  accufed  of  being  enemies  to 
property,  ^nd  the  order  of  fociety  *,  the  oppofers  of  the  prefient 
war  were  branded  with  fimilar  charaflers.  The  event  of  the 
American  war  is  well  known  \  from  a  war  arifing  firom  GmUar 
caufes,  conduc):ed  on  (imilar  principles,  and  marking  itscouzfe 
with  fimilar  dividers,  we  might  expe^  a  iimilar  iflue.  Con- 
clufions,  he  knew,  of  a  different  nature,  would  be  drawn  by 
fome  Gentlemen ;  but  when  the  parallel  was  impartially  coo- 
fidered,  he  knew  of  one  only  which  the  circumftanoes  of  the 
cafe  would  juftify.  He  trufted  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  no  longer  remain  blind  to  it,  and  that  thev  would  2£k 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  ferious  impreflion  which  it  was 
calculated  to  make,  and  could  fcarcely  fail  to  produce. 

Mr.  Adams  and  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  at  the 
fame  time.  Mr.  Adams  had  caught  the  Speaker's  eye,  and 
proceeded.  He  faid,  that  he  differed  with  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  made  the  motion.  He  did  not  think  this  was 
a  proper  time  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  i  if  the  propofal  of 
peace  were  even  to  come  at  this  moment  from  the  French  to 
us,  he  (hould  much  doubt  whether  it  would  not  be  detrimental 
to  our  interefts  to  accept  it.  H^  declared  he  had  the  greateft 
confidence  in  the  exertions  of  oUr  navy,  which  he  doubted  not 
would  always  prove  the  fafeguard  of  this  nation.  He  thought 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion  had  forgotten  a 
part  of  the  Addrcfs  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Majefty,  whidihe  dc- 
fircd  to  be  read. 

[The  paffage  of  the  Addrefs  alluded  to  was  read.] 
Mr.  Adams  then  faid,  he  thought  that  Addrefs  was,  and 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  dired  negative  upon  the  purport  of 
jl.i  pick lU  motion.  » 

*-' t.  Tie 
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The  ChoBcelhr  rf  tbi  Exchequer  ftated,  that  he  arofe  at  thb 
period  of  the  debate,  as  he  wta  extremely  defiroot  of  taking 
the  earlieft  opportunity  to  deliver  hLs  fentimentffon  the  prefem 
unportam  queft  ion.  BeforCt  howerer,  ke  dated  the  groands  of  his 
ebje&ion  to  the  refolution  moved  bf  the  Hon<  Gentleman,  and 
before  he  propofed  the  Amendment,  which  he  meant  to  fub-* 
mit  to  the  Houfe,  he  was  anxious  that  they  might  be  fully  in 
pofleffion,  both  of  the  repeated  declarations  of  his  Majefty,  an4 
the  fentiments  that  had  been  exprciTed  by  Parliament  on  former 
occafions.  For  this  purpofe,  he  defired  the  Clerk  to  read  a 
paflage  from  his  Majefty's  Speech  oh  the  a  i  ft  of  January  1 794, 
and  the  anfwer  of  the  Houfe  %  and  likewife  part  of  the  declar- 
ation of  the  29th  of  O&ober  1 793,  and  the  declaration  of  the 
aoth  of  November  1793,  at  Toulon. 

Thefe  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  the  Chancellor  rf  the  JSjt- 
chequer  faid,  he  ihould.take  the  liberty,  in  the  courfe  of  what 
he  had  to  offer  to  the  Houfe,  to  contend,  that  there  was  ilo- 
thingatprefent  inthe  fituation  of  the  country,  or  of  Europe^ 
which  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  depart  from  the  fenti- 
ments recorded  in  thofe  declarations  ;  from  the  fentiments 
exprefled  from  the  Throne,  and  from  thofe  fentiments  which 
had  received  the  approbation  of  Parliament.  He  fhould  con- 
tend that  the  motion  that  had  been  made  was  dire£lly  incon- 
fiilent  with  thofe  principles,  and  he  (hould  farther  contend, 
tliat,  whatever  there  was  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  coun^ 
try,  it  called  on  the  Houfe,  inftead  of  acceding  to  the  Hon. 
Gentleman's  motion,  to  ihew  to  our  enemies  and  to  the 
world,  that  we  did  not  (brink  from  thofe  fober  and  rational 
principles  which  we  had  uniformly  maintained.  With  that 
view,  he  thought  it  right  in  the  oucfet  to  mention  the  precife 
nature  arid  terms  of  the  Amendment  he  meant  to  propofe, 
which  was  as  follows  : 

«*  Thai  under  the  prcfent  circumftanccs,  this  Houfe  fc^ls  Itfclf  callc4 
upon  to  declare  its  determination  firmly  and  fteadily  to  fupporc  his  Majelly 
in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  prefcnt  jull  and  neceffary  war,  as  afford- 
ing, at  this  time,  the  only  reafonable  expeflation  of  permanent  feairity  and 
peace  to  this  country  :  And  that,  for  the  attainment  of  thefe  objc£ls,  this 
Houfe  relies  with  equal  confidence  on  his  NIajcfty's  intention  to  employ  vi- 
gorously the  force  and  rtfourccs  of  the  country,  in  fupport  of  its  eflential  in- 
terdls  ;  and  on  the  defire  uniformly  manifcfted  by  his  Majcfty,  to  cffflft  % 
pacification  on  juft  and  honourable  giouuJs>  with  any  government  in  France, 
under  whatever  form,  which  (hall  appear  c:ipablc  of  main  taining  the  accuiiom- 
cd  relations  of  pcscc  and  amity  with  other  couuirie?." 
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He  begged  to  refer  the  Houfe  to  the  authentic  ^decfaxatioos 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  Crourn  on  thisfubjed,  from  which 
k  dearly  appeared,  that  his  Majcfty  from  the  Throne  hail 
avowed  fentiments  whick  they  themtelves*  had  alio  'ftated  ii> 
fpeechea  in  that  Houfe,  and  which  he  believed,  to  a  greater  or 
k£»  extent,  had  been  adopted  by  every  man  in  that  Houfe  ao^ 
in  the  country,  namely,  that  it  would  be  a  defireable  ifliie  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  to  fee  the  re-eftablifhment  of  fome 
government  in  the  form  of  a  monarchy  ia  France.  His  Ma- 
jefty  had  declared  his  defire  to  cooperate  with  thofe  ^who  weie 
wilKng  to  cSeSt  that  re-eftabliihment.  That  notliing  was 
morejuftifiable,  and,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  would 
be  more  political,  than  to  dire£t  the  eibrts  of  this  country  to 
avail  itfelf  of  any  opening  in  that  country,  if  any  there  was,  to 
fiacilitatc  che  re*eftablifiiment  of  fome  monarchical  government, 
was  plain,  obvious,  and  explicit :  On  the  other  hand,  it  wa9 
equally  clear,  that  bis  Majeft/s  fentiments  and  the  language 
of  Parliament  were  not  to  be  tried  by  doubtful  conftruSions 
or  plaufible  mifreprefeniations,  but  by  the  moft  Iblemn  writ' 
ten  documents. 

In  fa£k,  the  reftoratbn  of  monarchy,  upon  the  old  principles, 
had  never  been  ftated  by  his  Majefty,  by  Government,  or  by 
Parliament,  as  z^ne  qua  nan,  as  preparatory,  to  peace.     Not 
only  fo,  but  It  had  never  been  ftated  that  any  one  fpecific  and 
particular  form  of  government  was  deemed  on  our  part  nc^ 
ceflary  before  we  could  negotiate  for  peace.  It  had  been  ftated^ 
that  his  .Majefty  had  no  defire  to  interfere  in  the   internal 
affairs  of  France ;  and  as  long  as  that  country  had  abftained 
from  interfering  with  the  government  o£  other  nations,   till  a 
dire£l  and  abfolute  aggreffion  had  been  made  on  this  country) 
and  till  hoftilities  had  been  adually  commenced,  his  Majefty 
adhered  ftriftly  to  that  declaration,   and  abftained  from  any 
fuch  interference  :     When    that    interference  took    plaqe, 
which  was  agreeable  to  every  experience  and  praftice  of  the 
world,  andjaftifiable  on  every  pl.iin  principle  of  the  hw  of 
nations,  his  Majefty  ftill  reftrained  himfelf  to  that  degree  of 
interference  which  was  neceffiry  for  his   own   fecurity  and 
that  of  Europe  j  and  that  the  only  defcription  he  gave  of  the 
fpecies  of  g<n'ernment  which  he  was  di^firous  of  feeing  efta- 
blifhcd,  was  not  that  which  he  thought  moft  eligible  i  it  was 
hot  that  which  he  thought  moft  free  from  objection,  one  form 
of  government  aad  another  compared  \  but  any  government 
which  was  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  other  nations.     Whcfl 
his  Majefty  felt  himfelf  under  the  neccffity  of  looking  at  the 
government  of  France,  he  looked  at  it  certainly  not  without 

a  wiA 
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t  tirilh  V9h\ch  muft  naturally  arife  in  every  generolis  hearty 
diat  it  might  be  adapted  for  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
tlN>{e  who  Were. to  lire  under  it.  But  with  a  view  to  negotia^ 
^n  And  to  peace,  his  Majefty  did  not  look  at  it  with  that 
View>  or  for  that  purpofci  He  tould  only  look  at  it  for  EnglHh 
views  and  for  Englilh  purpofeSi  to  fee  whether  it  held  out  the 
feUd  grounds  of  treating  with  any  degree  of  teafonable  fecuri^ 
tyy  for  the  performance  of  engagements  that  ufually  fubfifted, 
and  was  to  be  fo'und  in  the  exifting  fyftem  of  the  different 
Powers  of  Europe,  without  being  liable  to  that  new  and  un« 
exampled  order  of  things,  that  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufiotf^ 
which  had  for  years  exilted  in  France.  That*  having  been  the 
true  meafure  and  extent  of  the  declarations  made  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  by  Parliament,  he  conceived  that  no  man  in  that 
Houfe,  on  looking  back  to  them,  would  wifh  he  had  not  made 
thofe  declarations ;  that  no  man  would  feel  they  were  ncrt 
made  on  juft  principles,  or  that  they  did  not  arife  from  a  fzit 
"view  of  the  circumftances  and  neceflity  of  the  cafe.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  ftate  his  amendment  almoft  in  the  very  form 
6f  his  Majefty's  declarations.  The  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  were  of  opinion,  that  in  no  cafe  the 
form  of  government  in  another  country  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  having  any  influence  on  the  fecurity  of  a  treaty,  but  that 
We  ought  only  to  look  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
treaty,  without  regarding  the  power,  the  authority,  the  ch*- 
racier,  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  thq  government  that 
:made  it,  or  the  ftate  of  that  government.  To  that  dodrine, 
however,  he  could  never  afienc.  He  muft  contend,  that 
^very  natic5n  at  war  with  another,  ought  not  to  treat  for  peace 
with  a  government  that  could  not  give  fecurity.  He  was  ntft 
ready,  therefore,  to  treat  with  the  prefent  government  df 
France;  nor  with  any  government,  under  any  circumftancesj 
or, at  any  time,  but  with  fuch  a  government  as  (hould  appeatir 
capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  forms  of  peace  and 
amity  with  other  nations. 

That  the  ficuation  of  France,  fince  the  connnenccmcnt  of 
the  prefent  war^  had  been  fuch,  that  there  did  not  exift  in  that 
country  a  government  capable  of  maintaining  with  other  na- 
tions the  accuftomed  relations  he  had  ftated — that  it  was  in 
a  fituation  in  which  no  fecurity  that  could  be  given  to  a  peace, 
made  it  preferable  to  the  continuing  of  a  difficult  and  hazardous 
war— was  a  propofition  which  is  was  neceffary  for  him  to 
maintain.  It  was  a  propofition  that  had  been  maintained  a^ain 
and  again  in  that  Houfe,  and  by  fome  of  the  Gentlemen  who 
now  feemed  to  think  that  treaty  ought  to  be  attempted.  He 
conceived,  as  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  argument  ofitkat: 

day, 
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day,  that  the  Hon.  Morer  and  others  could  net  expcA  znj 
confiderable  part  of  the  Houfe  to  agree  with  them,  either  in 
their  principles  or  their  condufions.    They  fet  out  with  ob- 
fenringy  that  the  war  was  not  a  Mrar  (originating  in  aggrcflion 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  that  we  bad  not  that  prootof  the 
hoftile  intentions  of  France  towards  this  country,  which  would 
demonftrate  that  the  war  was  juft  and  necefiary  in  its  origin. 
It  had>  as  he  had  juft  obferved  that  day,  been  denied  that  the 
war  commenced  by  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  France  $  but  that 
in  h(k  it  had  originated  with  this  country.     To  fuch  an  aflcr- 
tion  neither  he,  nor  thofe  who  had  a6lcd  with  him,  could  ac- 
cede,  without  faerificing  erery  principle  upon  which  they  had 
hitherto  called  for  and  received  the  zealous  and  uniform  fajv 
port  of  the  country.      But  that  was  not  all.   The  Hon.  Motct, 
and  thofe  who  fupported  him,  muft  contend,  that  throvgheuc 
the  whole  of  the  French  Revolution,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  it,  during  the  reign  of  the  two  tyrants  Brifibt  and 
Robefpierre,  as  well  as  under  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Modenin- 
tifm,  there  was  no  one  period  in  what  was  falfelytermed  the 
Republican  Government,  even  in  the  moft  bloody  part  of  the 
reign  of  Robefpierre,  there  was  noonepaufeof  anarchy  and 
confufion,  even  when  that  government  was  fupported  by  ter^ 
ror,  and  declared  to  be  fupported  by  enthufiafm,  at  the  moment 
xvhen  the  fyftem  of  terror  was  working  its  own  dcilrudlioa  i 
there  was  no  one  period  in  which  the  Government  of  France 
did  not  pofi'cfs  fufficient  (lability  or  authority  founded  on  a 
permanent  bafis,  'in  which  it  did  not  poflefs  a  fufficient  cooa* 
munity  of  intereft  with  the  people,  a  fufficient  intcrcft  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  a  fufficient  guard  for  its  own  engage- 
menis,  fufficient  power,  fufficient  moderation  of  fcntimenc, 
to  afford  this  country  a  rational  profpe£l  of  fecurity. 

From  ihc  beginning  of  the  war  to  that  inoment,  fuppoGng 
the  terms  of  peace  could  be  fettled,  we  were  not,  according 
to  the  Hon,  Mwer,  and  thofe  who  agreed  with  him,  to  con- 
fider  our  fecurity  as  afl'ccled  by  the  internal  fituation  of  France. 
The  Houfe  had  not  faid  fo  :  The  Houfc  had  faid  direftly  the 
reverfe  j  and  he  hoped  the  Houfc  would  fay  the  fame  thing 
again.  Every  man  in  the  Houfe  and  in  the  country  muft  be 
fatifified  that,  in  the  termination  of  ever/  war,  tliere  were 
two  objefis,  reparation  and  fecurity,  but  the  great  obje£b  was 
fecurity.  Reparation  was  only  an  auxiliary,  only  a  fubordi- 
lutc  objed.  Would  any  man  tell  him  tliat  a  nation  like 
France,  put  into  a  fituation  perfcftly  new,  into  a  fituation 
direclly  tlic  reverfe  of  all  the  exifting  governments  on  earth, 
deflruying  ilie  foundations  and  the  bonds  of  at)  political  fociety, 
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breaking  down  the  diftindion  of.  all  ranksi  and  fubvettlng 
the  fccurity  of  property;  a  government  pretending  to  put  si 
whole  nation  into  a  fituation  of  pretended  equality ;  not  the 
equality  of  laws,  but  an  aftual  equality,  an  equality  contrary 
to  the  phyiical  inequality  of  men.  Would  any  man  tell  him, 
that  we  ought  to  make  peace  with  a  government  conftruAed 
upon  fuch  principles,  which  had  attempted,  by  every  means 
in  its  power,  to  moleft  its  neighbours,  to  impoverifh  and 
diftrcfs  itfelf ;  to  propagate  its  pernicious  principles,  to  make 
converts,  and  co  hold  out  the  means  of  (educing  other  na- 
tions ;  and  that  had  followed  that  up  by  open  and  direA  a£ts 
of  aggreflion,  by  a  pofitive  violation  of  treaties,  and  laftly, 
by  an  open  declaration  of  war  ?  This  country  fcrupulouily 
and  religioufly  obferved  a  neutrality,  while  it  could  hope  or 
have  a  reafonable  profped,  that  the  mifchiefs  of  the  French 
revolution  would  be  confined  within  their  own  territories. 
We  remained  paflive  fpe£lators  of  the  condu£t  of  France, 
until  the  very  moment  that  we  againft  our  will  were  forced 
into  the  conteil.  And  would  any  man  fay  that  it  was  ra- 
tional, under  any  circum dances,  to  attempt  to  negotiate  a 
peace  without  taking  into  confideration  (he  idea  of  fecurity^ 
the  attainment  of  which,  as  already  obferved,  was  the  great 
and  primary  objeft  of  every  war  ?  The  whole  queilion  was, 
narrowed  to  a  fingle  and  a  plain  point— war  being  at  all  times 
one  of  the  greated  of  human  evils,  and  never  to  be  tolerated 
on  any  other  grounds  than  that  the  evils  of  war  were  lefs 
painful  upon  the  whole,  than  the  dangers  attending  an  infe- 
cure  and  diflionourable  peace.  The  whole  queflion  from 
time  to  time  (ince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  comparifon  of  thcfe  two  evils.  They  muft  hot 
*  tmpioufly  imagine  they  could  explore  the  fccrets  of  Provi- 
dence, and  define  the  precife  point  to  which  the  fortune  of 
War  might  compel  them ;  that  would  be  to  arrogate  more 
than  belongs  to  human  wifdora,  and,  like  other  prefumptions, 
muft  terminate  in  terror  and  difappointment.  They  muft 
proceed  on  general  principles,  which  he  could  fairly  defcribe. 
For  the  application  arifing  from  the  circumftances,  he  muft 
refer  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament.  The  general  principle 
he  bad  ftatcd  was,  that  they  ought  not  to  regard  the  parti- 
cular form  of  the  government,  but  to  look  to  the  whole,  to 
all  the  circumftancee,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  a  govern^ 
ment  that  could  give  them  a  reafoitable  degree  of  fccurity. 

The  immediate  queftion  between  the  Hon.  Mover  and  him 
was,  whether  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  internal  ftate 
and  government  of  France  did  ot  did  not  afford  a  profpeft  of 
fufHcient  fecurity  for  a  peace,  fo  as  to  make  it  wife  on  the 
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pa;t  c\  thh  country  to  n/notiate  it  ?     That  was  a  <)ueftioa  of 
infinite  importance.     Ir   vrz'^y    whether  the   goFemment  of 
France  was  fuch,  at  that  mcment,  aa  to  hold  out  that  degree 
of  TcafcMiable  fccurity  from  any  treaty  of  peace  which  might 
be  concluded,  as  to  make  it,  under  all  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  preferable  to  tlic  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  ? 
What  did  they  naturally  look  to  in  the  ftatc  of  any  coantrjj 
but  to  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  enfir^^e- 
ments  ?     They  looked  to  their  ftabiiity — to  their  apparent 
authority— and  to  the  reliance  they  could  place  in  their  pacific 
difpoCtions.     He  would  not  dv^ell  on  diefe  circatnibiDces. 
Let  them  recolffefk  what  had  been  generated  under  that  (jSLem^ 
and  thofe  principles  that  were  now  prevalent  in   France. 
They  had  fcen  them  producing  and  exhibiting  hitherto^  not 
a  government,  but  a  fucceflion  and  fcries  of  revolutions^  for 
that  was  the  proper  iituation  in  which  France  had  flood  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.     The  terror  of  this 
,  revolution  had  been  fufpended  a  Uttle  more  than  fix  months. 
They  had  feen  the  reign  and  fall  of  BrtfTiSt ;  they  had  fcc» 
the  reign  and  fall  of  Robefpierre;  and  they  now  faw  tike 
prevalence  of  a  fyftem  that  was  called  moderantifm.     They 
had  to  recoiled  that  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoiife 
held  out  to  them  the  fame  fort  of  arguments  for  entering 
into  a  treaty  with  France  almoft  on  the  extinftion  of  thefe 
t\vo  tyrants.     Arguments  were  then  produced  of  the  ftabiiity 
of  the  government ;  and  they  now  faw  what  was  the  ground 
of  fecurity,  and  how  much  they  ought  to  depend  on  fuch  ar- 
guments.     Bat  he  did  not  wifli  to  reft  the  qneftion  folely  cm 
the  ground  of  fo  many  fucccffive  changes :  But,  whether  the 
manner  in*  which  they  had  cried  up  the  fovcreignty  of  the 
people,  whether  the  manner  in  which  the  pride  and  paffions 
of  the  populace  had  been  ereded  into  the  criterion  and  rule 
of  government,  afforded  any  rational  ground  of  fecurity  to 
any  peace  that  could  poflibly  be  made.     If  that  was  not  fo, 
what  were  the  particular  grounds  of  pemanence  now  exifting 
in  France,  that  ought  to  give  us  dependence  on  its  ftabiiity 
more  than  formerly,  in  the  time  of  BrifTot  and  Robefpierre  ? 
The  mere  qneftion  of  moderantifni  would  not  be  fufficient  for 
that  purpofc.     Thdugh  there  was  fome  relaxation*  of  the  fe- 
vci  ity  and  t:'rror  of  former  times,  that  would  not  be  fufficient. 
It  was  a  moderation  which  arofe  only  from  comparifon.    The 
fyftem  of  revolutionary  tribunals  was  not  varied.    That  peat 
leading  article  on  which  the  happinefs  of  the  people  fo  ma- 
terially depended  was  not  eflentially.  varied,  whatever  it  might 
*  be  in  mode  or  degree.     He  faid  he  would  not  tire  the  Honfc 
on  that  fubjccV,  but  examine  what  were  the  leading  points  to 
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Mrhich  they  ought  to  turn  their  attcnrion.  Some  of  them 
had  been  enumerated  by  a  Noble  Friend  of  his  (i^rd  Mom- 
iogton)  at  the  beginning  of  lad  felTion,  with  a  force  of  lin- 
goage  and  of  argument,  which  had  made  too  (Irong  an  im- 
preiTion  upon  tlie  minds  of  thofe  who  heard  him  to  be  reaiily 
forgotten.  He  had  then  mod  clearly  (hewed  the  influence  of 
public  opinion^  as  unfavourable  to  the  permanence  of  the 
government,  and  paving  the  way  for  its  dettru£lion.  He 
£iid  he  mentioned  this  for  the  purpofc  of  fl^cwing,  that  when 
the  power  of  Robefpierre  was  at  its  height,  it  was  underllood 
by  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  as  a  powerful  argument  of 
the  great  ftability  of  the  government.  That  tyrant  poiTcired 
the  greateft  degree  of  power  and  terror  that  ever  exiftej  5 
whereas  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  being  difarmed  of  that 
force,  had  only  the  chance  of  being  fupported  by  the  opinion 
of  the  people.  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue 
was  at  prcient  collefted  in  France.  Did  the  prefent  govern- 
ment recommend  iifelf  by  the  greater  moderation  of  the 
means  it  ufed  ?  Within  a  little  more  than  a  year  and  a  half, 
the  confifcations  that  took  place  in  that  devoted  country,  and 
•which  were  the  refourccs  of  the  prefent  government,  ex- 
ceeded   THRE£    HUNDRED    MILLI014S    STERLING.       That 

was  the. amount  of  the  confifcations  from  May  1793  to  the 
month  of  May  lad.  And  thefe  confifcations  were  founded 
on  what  ? — Upon  that  which  would  be  looked  upon  by  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  this  country  in  general, 
with  horror.  That  immenfe  fum  did  not  arife  from  feizing 
the  fortunes  of  exiled  Nobles  and  Emigrants,  but  from  con- 
fifcations made  long  after.  They  had  feized  as  forfeitures 
the  property  of  all  perfons  who  remained  in  the  country,  but 
who  were  pofTefTed  of  landed  edates,  and  had  (hewn  the 
fmalled  diflike  to  the  revolution.  Having  exiled  the  whole 
nobility  and  great  landed  proprietors  in  the  courfe  of  a  year 
and  an  half,  they  had,  after  that>  colle<aed  that  great  fun-. 
Whether  the  charge  of  guilt,  upon  which  that  conlifcition 
had  been  grounded,  had  been  falfely  or  truly  applied,  it 
equally  made  for  his  argument.  In  one  view,  it  rurni(hed 
the  dronged  proof  of  opprefTion  in  confequence  of  the  fydem 
of  terror,  and  if  it  was  confidered  in  another  view,  it  was  an 
incontedible  proof  of  the  divifion  of  the  fcntiments  of  the 
people  of  France,  which  contradifted  the  obfervations  of  the 
Hon-  Mover,  who  talked  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  of  that  united 
people,  and  yet  three  hundred  millions  fterling  were  taken 
from  thofe  perfons  who  did  not  admtre  the  principles  of  the 
revolution.  Taken  in  the  other  view,  it  miirht  be  conCdered 
as  the  fruits  of  the  bloody  maiTacres  that  took  place  uoder  the 
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domixnon  t>f  Robefpienre.  It  would  appear  thcA,  what  wc^^ 
was  due  to  the  aiTenion,  that  all  the  French  were  united  ia 
one  caufe,  when  the  great  refources  by  which  they  had  beem 
able  to  carry  on  the  war,  had  been  derived  almoft  entiTcljr 
from  the  f)ind  of  confifcation  and  profcription,  and  had  been 
the  fruits  and  harveft  of  the  bloKody  naaffiurres  which  had 
marked  the  dilierent  periods  of  their  revoiutiony  and  coniifted 
of  that  fyftcm,  on  their  profeffcd  deteftation  of  which  they 
built  their  power,  and  by  the  deftru£Hoii  of  which  aloacy 
they  attempted  to  fupport  it,  and  acquire  the  confidence^  «f- 
fe£tion,  and  good-will  of  the  country.  If  thefe  had  hithorto 
formed  its  principal  refources,  in  renouncing  the  fyftem  of 
Robefpienre,  the  prefent  government  had  crippled  tl^ir 
power  of  a£iton,  and  deprived  themfelves  of  the  roeaas  of 
exertion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next  called  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  (late  of  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of 
France.    He  faid  he  wiflied  to  defcribe  the  puifent  ftate  of 
the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  that  country,  not  from  any 
reports  which  the  Hon.  Mover  might  fuppofe  had  come  to 
his  hands  from  thofe  who  were  friendly  to  him :  Hi$  reporters 
were  certainly  not  perfous  immediately  dependent  on  him, 
or  thofe  who  had  any  good-will  towards  him.    They  were 
the  Members  of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  who 
made  reports  to  that  aflembly  from  the  feveral  Committees. 
.According  to  tliofe  reports,  their  agriculture  was  iMtinpaftud  i 
their  commerce  annihilated*    That  was  the  fituation  in  which 
France  ftood.     They  had  declared  they  were  willing  to  re- 
animate comnterce ;  but  the  prefent  actual  fituation  of  the 
country  was  fuch  as  he  had  defcribcd.    See  whether,  in  fa£l:9 
they  had  afforded  any  relief  to  commerce,  and  to  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country,  and  whether  they  had  any  juft  title  to 
the  love  and  afle£lion  of  the  bulk  of  the  people. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  flate  of  juftice  in  the  country. 
All  fanguinary  cruelties  liad  been  committed  through  the 
medium  of  revolutionaty  tribunals}  and  though  they  were 
lefs  cruel  under  tlie  prelent  government,  they  were  only  fo 
by  comparifon  with  the  former  fydem,  properly  denominated 
the  fyftcm  of  terror. 

/He  defired  tlie  Houfe  to  look  at  the  ftate  of  religion  in 
France,  and  aflced  them  it  they  would  willingly  treat  with  a 
nation  of  atheifts.  He  did  not  wifli  to  confider  them  in  that 
point  of  view.  God  forbid  that  we  (hould  look  on  the  body 
of. the  peojple  of  France  as  atheifts,  whatever  might  be  the 
cafe  with  tome  individuals.  It  was  not  poflijble  that  a  whole 
nation,  in  fo  ihort  a  time,  (hould  have  renounced  the  religion 
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of  their  fathers,  fofgaucn  ail  the  principles  in  whicji^bey  had 
been  edacatod*  extiaguiOied  the  feelings  of  nature^  and  fub* 
dued  the  workings  ofconlcience.  To  the  larger  prppprtion  of 
the  mafsy  there  could  not  be  an  heavier  burden  than  to  hie 
deprived  of  the  exercife  of  that  religion,  and  to-  b^  deprived 
of  it  in  a  country  that  called  itfelf  a  land  of  iibcityi  and 
which  fet  out  on  the  principles  of  tolera^^oO)  in  ^  country 

*  which  fuppofed  itfelf  to  enjoy  more  than  human  liberty  :  And 
yet, '  under  the  prefent  moderate  governineni,  he  believed  a 
propofition  had  been  made^  tp  folemnize  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion i  when  the  Convention  paiTed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
propo6ng  forthwith  to  eftablifli  a  plan  of  decadal  Pagan  fcAl^ 
vylS)  and  accompanied  by  a  declaration,  that  all  the  priefts 
ihould  be  detained  in  prifon  till  that, new  rel^on  was  efta- 
bliihed.  Although  the  prefent  Convention  of  France  profefs 
to  have  renounced  the  crimes  and  cruelties  of  their  prcdccef- 
ibrsy  yet)  finoe  they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  pure  innocence, 
had  there  been  more  apparent  unanimity  among  thofe  in 
wh<»n  the  prefent  government  fubfiiled  ?  On  the  contrary, 
there  never  had  been  fironger  in  (lances  of  oppoCtion,  didrac- 
lioni  and  confufion.  They  were  continually  recriminating 
i>n  each  other  the  guilt  of  thofe  very  cruelties  he  had  been 
ftating*  Did  he  fay  then  that  the  prefent  fyilem  of  govern- 
ment in  France  muit  neceflarily  fall  ?  He  faid  no  fuch  thing. 
Did  he  then  fay  that  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  might  not  ex- 
tricate themfelves  in  fome  degree  from  that  abufe*  and  follow 

.   a  more  juft  and  prudent  line  j  and  that  they  nlight  not  gra-» 
•dually  draw  a  veil  over  former  feverities,  by  which,  if  they 
•could  not  gain  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  others, 
they,  might  at  lead  obtain  their  acquiefcence  i    They  certainly 
might.     Had  that  time  arrived  ?     Undoubtedly  it  had  not. 
But  if  fuch  a  change  (houkl  take  place,  and  fuch  an  order  of 
things  fliould  arrive,  through  whatever  road,  and  by  whatever 
means,  if  they  gave  to  their  government  that  (lability  and 
.that  authority  which  might  afford  grounds,  not  of  ccttainty, 
4>ut  of  moral  probability,  by  which  human  affairs  mud  be 
condu£led,  that  we  might  treat  for  peace  with  fecurity,  then 
would  be  the  piroper  time  to  negotiate  \  but  we  ought  in  pru- 
dence to  wait  the  return  of  fuch  circumftance^i  as  would 
aflFord  u%  a  probability  of  treating  with  fuccefs.    So  much  on 
that  part  of  the  fubjeA. 

Suppofmg,  however,  that  he  did  not  look  to  the  chance  of 
.  a  cbange,  the  ncjQt  thing  was,  what  afllirance  had  we  of  the 

•  pacific   difpofition   of   the  prefent  National   Convention   of 
France  toward  this  country  ?     We  had  reafons  founded  on 

.  probability,  to  infer  that  they  entertained  a  fpirit  of  hcftility 
•  .  to 


to  all  reguhr  gdvemments ;  and  moft  of  all  to  tiw  govetn* 
tnent  m  Great  Britain.  If  they  had  any  reaf<m  to  believe 
that  the  Convention  of  France  were  difpofed  to  peace,  mnft 
he  not  infer  that  they  were  difpofed  to  it,  becaufe  they  thoaghc 
it  would  mod  probably  tend  to  their  advantage,  and  to  our 
ruin  ?  Till  there  was  fatisfadory  evidence  that  their  fpirk  of 
hoftility  to  other  nations  was  deftroved,  he  faw  probcd>ie 
ground,  in  the  very  nature  of  their  iyftetn,  that  they  molk' 
perfeverc  in  that  hoftility,  till  they  ceafed  to  a£):  upon  it. 
They  looked  upon  tlieir  own  government  as  the  only  lawful 
government  in  the  world,  and  regarded  the  governments  of 
all  other  nations  as  ufurpation.  Such  was  the  ground  on 
which  they  had  undertaken  the  war.  Did  France  malne 
any  profeflfions  of  peace,  or  did  (he  (hew  any  difpofitions  for 
peace,  but  as  (he  felt  herfelf  wearied  of  the  war,  and  as  flie 
found  herfelf  involved  in  difficulties  ?  The  National  Conven* 
tion  had  faid  plainly  they  defired  a  partial  peace,  becaufe  fo 
extenfive  a  war  they  found  themfelves  unequal  to  profecutc^ 
They  had  profcffed  they  defired  peace  with  fome  of  the  povr- 
ers,  in  order  to  ruin  more  fecurcly  thofe  againft  whom  they 
wifhcrd  ftill  to  carry  on  the  war  \  and  he  might  add,  altera 
wards  to  ruin  thofe  with  whom  new  they  profefled  to  be  will* 
ing  to  treat  for  peace.  They  would  make  a  diftindiion  in 
making  peace.  Their  moderation  was  refervcd  for  Holland^ 
their  vindiflive  principles  for  Great  Britain.  Could  fuck 
difpofitions  either  give  fccurity  to  peace,  or  render  it  of  long 
Continuance  ? 

It  had  been  ftated,  that  the  decree  of  the  rpth  of  November 
had  been  repealed,  and  that  therefore  the  French  no  lonfrer 
;ifpired.  at  interfering  with  the  internal  government  of  other 
countries.  In  April  1793  they  had  enafted  fomething  dn 
the  fabjeft  of  peace.  They  enadted  that  the  penalty  of  death 
ihould  be  infii£led  on  any  perfon  who  (hould  propofc  peace 
with  any  country,  unlcfs  that  country  acknowledged  the 
French  republic,  one  and  indivifible,  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty  and  equality.  They  were  not  merely  fatisfied 
with  a  partial  acknowledgment  ie  faBo\  they  required  an  ac- 
knowledgment dejure.  He  wilhed  to  know  if  thefe  principles 
were  once  recognized  as  the  legitimate  foundation  of  govern- 
ment, whether  they  would  not  be  univerfal  in  their  applica- 
tion. Could  thefc  principles  be  excluded  from  other  nations? 
And  if  they  could  not,  would  they  not  amount  to\  a  confct 
Con  of  the  ufurpation  and  injuftice  of  every  other  govern- 
ment }  If  they  were  to  treat  for  peace  with  France,  they 
knew  one  of  the  things  that  muft  be  preparatory  to  it,  and 
that  was,  that  they  would  acknowledge  what  they  had  hitherto 
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denied.  They  mud  acknowledge  tbofe  principles  which  con* 
demned  the  ufurpation  of  all  the  other  governments^  and  de- 
nied the  very  power  they  were  exercifing*  Such  was  the 
preliminary  that  inuft  precede  a  propoial  to  treat,  and  what 
next  would  happen  if  peace  was  obtained  ?  ( leaving  out  all 
confideration  of  the  terms  of  it  which  might  ^be  expelled  to 
be  high  in  proportion  to  tlieir  acquifition  of  territory.)  Did 
they  look  at  the  fituation  in  which  they  would  lay  open. this 
country  to  all  the  emifTaries  of  France  ?  In  proportion  to 
the  fuccefs  of  France,  thofe  principles  had  grown  more  bold 
in  this,  and  in  every  other  country.  They  had  increafed  in 
a£kivity  and  means  of  refiftance.  Were  they  to  give  up  thofc 
fafeguards  which  had  been  lately  thrown  round  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  were  they  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  by  having  recourfe  to  the  univerfal  loyalty  of  tlic 
people  of  England  ?  Did  Gentlemen  think  that  we  ran  no 
riik  of  ferious  internal  dangers  by  reviving  and  rekindling  the 
embers  of  that  fadion  in  this  country,  which  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe  had  fuppofed  were  now  totally  extingui(bed  ? 
Peace  obtained  under  fuch  circumftances,  could  not  be  ftatcd 
with  confidence  as  to  its  permanence,  and  therefore,  if  it 
were  to  be  obtained,  we  muil  remain  in  a  ftate  of  vigilant 
jealoufy  and  never-ceafing  fufpicion.  In  that  ftate,  what 
fort  of  peace  could  we  enjoy  ?— Could  fuch  a  ftate  poffibly  be 
preferable  to  war  ?-  Would  they  not  then  give  up  thofe  ad- 
vantages they  enjoyed  ?  Were  the  country  to  difarm^  few, 
.he  fuppofed,  would  be  inclined  to  approve  of  that  alterna- 
tive ;  on  the  other  hand,  tltcy  could  not  remain  armed  with- 
out giving  up  in  a  certain  degree,  that  pitch  of  force,  to 
which  they  had  brought  the  exertions  of  the  country,  and  re- 
taining an  eftablifhment  burthenfomc  to  peace,  and  inefFe£lual 
to  war.  It  was  impoflible  for  any  human  being,  in  th^  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  to  fuppofe  a  ftate  of  fettled  peace  ;  it 
muft  be  a  ftate  of  watching  each  other,  of  inquietude,  of 
diftruft,  merely  a  (hort  truce,  a  ftate  of  partial  inactivity  and 
interrupted  repofe.  In  fuch  a  peace  there  could  be  no  fe-* 
curity  ;  it  was  expofed  to  fo  much  hazard,  doubt,  and  danger, 
that  no  man  could  pofllbly  look  to  it,  except  the  cxhaufted 
ftate.  of  our  refources  was  fuch  as  to  exclude  the  poflibiiicy  of 
further  exertion.  The  queftion  was  not  the  option  between 
peace  and  war,  but  the  option  of  war  under  confiderable  dif^ 
iiculties,  with  great  means  and  refources,  or  peace  without 
fccurity. 

He  faid  he  ihould  be  afhamed  to  go  over  the  means  of  our 
refources ;  but  as  that  obje£i  had  been  touched  on  by  the 
Uqsi*  Cnutknua.  who  bad  introduced  the  queftion,  he  nmft 

fay 
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fyf  t  few  wofd$  on  tbe  relative  (ituaticfn  of  the  t^P  coMcries. 
The  fottiuJaiioB  of  die  argument  of  the  Honi  Mover  ^«ms« 
th^  the  rcfource»  of  France  were  of  fo  extiaordinary  a   xia- 
tnre»   that  they  were  fuch  as  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
could  not  bear,  but  France,  having  borne  thpm  for  fo  many 
yearsj  could  do  that  which  other  nations  could  aoc  do — and 
that  they  were  therefore  bound  to  fuppofe  that  the  refoorccs 
of  France  were  faperior  to  thofe  of  this  country^  which  had 
expended  fo  many  millions  without  having  had  any  effed^  or 
the  revenue,  commerce,    and  manufaAures  of  the  country, 
without  means  that  were  equal  to  the  preilure  fuftained  in 
other  wars  where  this  country  had  carried  them  on  fucceiT- 
fully.     The  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fwept  off  millions  from 
tl^e  expenditure  of  France,  had  added  them  with  as  rude  a 
hand  to  the  account  of  this  country ;  he  had  faid,  if  we  were 
to  make  peace  at  that  moment,  the  expence  would  be  feventy 
millions  iterling,  and  the  extra  expences  would  be  calculated 
moderately  at  fifty  millions  fterling.     How  much  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  allowed  for  winding  up  expences  he  knew  not, 
but  they  were  certainly  large.     Without  taking  in  the  ex- 
pences of  the  prefcnt  year,  of  220,000  men,  including  the 
reguKtr  army  and  militia,  and  the  vote  of  100,000  feamcn, 
to  the  bed  of  his  recolle£lion,  taking  the  expences  of  the 
year  1793  and  of  17941  up  to  the  end  of  laft  December,  the 
fum  was  about  twenty-five  millions  iterling,  and  there  was  a 
capital  to  be  created,  of  fomewhat  more  than  thirty  millions* 
This  point  was  not  very  clofely  conne£led  with  the  queftion, 
but  he  had  corre£ted  the  ftatement  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
who  -wifticd  to  ihew  we  were  no  longer  able  to  carry  on  the 
war,  though  he  could  not  prove  the  lead  defalcation  in  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  or  a  diminution  of  the  public  credit* 
To  what  was  that  fum  to  be  oppof'^.d  on  the  part  of  France  ? 
To  260  millions  ftcrling,  which  that  country  had  expended 
during  the  laft  two  years.     Would  any  man  fay  that  France 
could  afrord  to  fpend  260  millions  ftcrling,  of  which  the  in- 
habitants had   been  plundered,   better  than  Great  Britain? 
That  immenfe-  fum  had  been  collected    in  France  by  force 
and  terror,  and  had  been  attended  by.  efiefts  admitted  by 
themfelves  to  produce  the  defolation  of  the  interior  of  the 
country,  the  extinftion  of  agriculture,  the  ruin  of  their  re- 
fources,  the  fubverfion  of  all  the  means  of  profitable  induftry^ 
and  the  annibiladon  of  every  branch  of  commerce,  befidcs 
the  collateral  circuraftance  of  the  fyftem  of  afllgnats  which 
he  had  mcntloiicd  on  a  former  day.     He  faid»  on  a  former 
day  he  had  made  the  expences  of  the  French  republic  ambvot 
to  480  millions  ftcrling,  which  th^  Hon.  Gcotleman  who  had 
3  Mo 
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lomde  llHt  motion  faict  waii  Icx^gt^nted  by  i2o  fhSttidh^.  JBuf 
the  Hbft.  Gentleman  bad  bcgUn  nts  calculations  two  years  later 
than  he,  ^vhich  was  the  teafon  of  that  difference.  The  affig- 
natSj  which  were  forbicrly  near  par,  Wete  itow  about  85  pfef 
cent,  bdow  it.  That  the  Houfe  might  Hot  miftakc  him,  they 
Were  not  worth  85!.  ptr  cent,  but  only  15!.  pet  cent.  And 
therefore  he  repeated  hi's  former  affettion;  that  there  was  ai 
rnpid  •and  a'progreffivc  decay  in  the  irttctilal  tefources  of 
PVance.  It  had  been  ftated,  that  he  had  y^ar  aftdr  year  rc- 
prcfcnted  tlie  rcfourccs  of  France  to  be  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  de- 
cline. The  firft  year  df  the  warcoftFfance  180  millions* 
which  produced  a  rapid  and  progreffive  decay  in  the  ftate  of 
their  finances  \  and  was  there  any  thing  ridiculoilsiri  fuppofing 
thofe  refources  to  be  ftill  In  a  progreffive  ftate  of  decay,  after 
diey  had  expended,  during  the  laft  campaign,  ahokher  1 60  mil- 
lions fterling  ?  '         . 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  frco;ided  the  motiori  (Mr.  $mith)^ 
in  the  longeft  fimile  he  had  ever  heard,  obferved,  that  th'c  re- 
fources of  America  were  declining  fot  threje  ydars  togetlier. 
But  would  any  man  fay  that  the  features  of  th^r  war  bore  any 
rcfemblance  to  rhofe  of  the  prefent,  which ^inarked  the  cala- 
mities of  France?  It  had  been  obferved,  that  the  French 
Were  making  great  exertions,  and  that  therefore  it  w-as  uhjuft 
to  fay  their  refources  were  at  all  decayed.  But  the  queftioii 
was,  whether  thofe  great  exerticins  ougnt  not  to-be  donfidered 
isr  a  proof  of  the  detay  of  the  refources  of  thd  country  .^ 
Would  any  man  tell  him  that  the  internal  ftatfe  pf 'the  country 
Would  riot  be  affefted  by  a  continued  and  fcxtradrdinary  fupply 
bf  the  Inerves  and  fincws  of  war.?  The  Hbi*  Gentleman 
^ho  made  the  motion,  had  ftated  that  the  Freiicn  had  extend- 
ed their  conquefts  fi'om  Qibra^tar  to  the  Baltic;  But  no  bril- 
liant fuccefs,  no  ac^uififcion  of  territory,  was  fufficient  to'coni^ 
J^enfate  this  internal  detay  -of  refources.  The  wide  difference 
In  point  of  refources,  was.  as  important  to  the  fate  of  empires 
and  the  lot  of  kingdoms  ^s  new  cftnqueft.  '  AiVi  the  balance 
thetc  wars  as  itiuch  in  our  favour  as  the  acquiRtion  6f  territory. 
Ava^  agaitift  other  coutTtries  and  in  favour  of  Frances  and  if 
there  was  no  fafety  to'be  dbtained  by  making  peace,  he  wa^ 
Ijot  tltgtrig  an  argument  unbecoming  the  fioufe  of  Commons. 

There  were  many  other  points  on  ^hich  he  wiftied  t6  touchji 
btit  worfd  not  dtfcufs.them  at  length.  'Onc'or  twbobferva- 
tions  he  tould  not  help'ftating  It  had  bcenafked,  ^hat  forte 
hadwcto  oppbfe  to  that  of  .France  ?  He  smfwerddj  an  in- 
creafird  fohrcc  oil  the  j^art  of  this  country.  iThc  Coiivcntiort 
fcad  fiitd  that  their  forces  i^nft  be  contraded :  Their  efforts 
mufi:  therefeit  lie  cxhaudei.  Befides  ^he  exertions  by  fea  and 
t'  Vol*  L  3  F  Un4 
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land  which  had  bsen  made  by  this  countrVy  it  would,  pcobablj 

depend  bii'the  tcfolution  and  firmncfs  of  that  Houfc,  \irficthcr 
the  Emperor  might  not  be  enabled  to  bring  fuch  a  military 
forde  into  iht  $el(]»as  would  render  an  extent  of  exertion  ac* 
tcfhrf  on  the  part  of  France,  of  which  they  had  declared 
thcmTChres  Incapable.    It  was  faid^  do  yon  expc^l  to  conquer 
France?*.  Do  rou  expeft  a  coantcr-rcvolution?  when  do  yoo 
inte^fid  to  marcn  to  Paris  ?  If  fucK  was  at  one  time  our  fuccefs 
in  Firance,  that  the  Convention  were  put  in  imuunent  fear  of 
the  cbhiBincd  armies  penetrating  to  Parb^  it  was  not  very  ex- 
traordinary that  his  Hon*  Friend  at  London  (Mr*  Jenkinfon) 
iKouTd  allow  hbifelf  to  entertain  a  degree  of  hope  of  tlie 
poflibility  of  that  event.    By  a  mode  of  arguing,  not  unufual 
with  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  whofe  pra£licc  it  frequently 
Mras  iirft  to  ftate  pofitlons  in  order  that  they  afterwards  may 
combat  them,  min  tilers  had  been  charged  with  looking  to  the; 
conqueft  of  France,    ^bey  had  never  held  out  aiiy  uioti  oh- 
je£t ;  they  had  only  ptdfeded  their  hope  of  making  fuch  ao 
impreflion  upon  the  interior  of  that  country  as  might  lead  to 
afecure  and  (table  peace;  and  of  being  able,  by  tlie  afliitanoe 
of  thofe-  well-difpofed  perfons  who  were  enemies  to  the  pre- 
ftnt  fyftem,  to  eitabli{h  a  government  honourable  to  them  juid 
fafe  to  ourfdves.    If  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  govern* 
Went  of  FrancCj  which  rendered  it  more  expedient  for  us  to 
treat  in  the  prcfcnt  than  at  a  former  period,  he  would  alk  if 
nothing  had  been  gained  ?  We  were  now  In  a  fituation  lefs  re- 
mote fiom  that  in  which  we  might  be  able  to  treat  witli  fe^ 
Curity*    It  had  been  urged  that  we  ought  to  have  let  France 
alone.  *  What  was  the  confequence  of  neutrality  but  to  produce 
aggreflion  I   But  now  that  war  had  been  two  years  carried  oot 
the  deccftable  fyftem  of  their  government  had  fubfidcd  into  9 
tUte  of  lefs  flagrant  atrocity.    It  had  been  faid  that  all  France^ 
to  a  man,  was  united  for  a  republic.    What  was  meant  by  the 
phrafe  of  a  republic  I   Was  it  merely  a  name  at  tl^e  top  of  » 
Ihcet  of  paper?  Was  their  defire  of  a  republic  to  be  gathered 
from  their  fubmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  Rotcfpierre  ?  Wa* 
their  unanimity  to  be  inferred  from  the  numerous  profcrip« 
tions  and  mailacres  of  federalifts  and  royaUils  ?      , 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proceeded  to  recapitulate 
the  general  grounds  on  which  he  had  oppofed  tlie  original  rc- 
folution,  and  the  motives  from  which  he  had  been  induced  to 
bring  forward  the  amendment,  which  he  had  read,  and  ihould 
conciude  with  moving*  Peace !  Peace  was  not  obftru£led  by 
any  form  of  government ;  but  by  a  confideration  of  the  in- 
vji  ml  circumftqnces  of  France.  He  remarked  that  there  had 
lit. ii '  i^rcat  mifconftruAibns  and  mifconccptions  with  rcfpcft 
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<o  what  he  had  ftatej  on  former  occafions  to  be  His  fentiatents, 
as  to  thfc  re-cftabliflnncnt  of  monarchy,  which  he  by  no  meana 
iiriflied  to  be  conMcrcd  as  zjtne  qua  mn  to  the,  attainment  of 
peace,  andthcrefoarc  he  had  not  contented  himfelf  with  barely 
negativing  the  rcfotation,  but  had  been  induced  in  the  amend^ 
ment  to  fubftitute  that  language  which*  in  his  mindi  it  becamq 
Parliament  to  hold,  as  beft  adapted  to  the  fubjcch  There 
was  one  other  confideration  to  which  he  (houldadvert|nani€ly» 
the  remark  that  the  attempt  to  treat,  though  not  likely  to  be  fuc« 
cefsful,  wouM  yet  be  attended  with  advantage,  both  in  France 
and  this  country.^  In  France  it  would  ihew  that  we  were  difpofed 
to  tre^  If  it  were  wife  to  creat,  this  certainly  would  be  u  ad* 
vantage ;  but  fuch  a  condud,  inftead  of  forwarding  peace,  would 
only  be  produftive  of  danger,  it  would  kad  to  a  propofition  of 
terms  from  France,  elated  oy  its  recent  acquifitions,  which  ii 
i^uld  be  impoifibie  for  this  country  to  accept.  And  hctr^{U 
ed  that  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce).  who  had,  he  con* 
ceivedygone  too  far  in  his  propofitions  with  refped  to  peace  ^ 
en  a  former  occafion,  would  be  convinced^  upon  his  own  pcin^ 
ciples,  that  as  the  dificulty  increafed,  any  propofitio^  to  treat 
in  the  prefenc  moment  would  have  the  effect  to  encourage  the' 
enemy,  and  to  bury  the  remains  of  oppofition  in  t'rancd*  la^ 
this  country  it  would  have  the  efFeA  to  (ink  the  fpiiHt  of  the 
j^ople,  and  to  tell  them  that  it  was  right  to  look  for  ptecej^ 
though  it  was  irapoSbleto  look  for  fecurity;  it  would  be  to 
iftfinuate  a  doubt  of  their  zeal,  ener^yi  and  courage,  aiid  to. 
add  to  the  depreScn  already  produced  by  a  fucceffion  of  mif- 
fortunes  and  a  feries  of  mtfreprefentations.  The  Hon.  Gen- 
treman  had  faid,  that  if  his  propofidon  to  treat  fliould  not  iii 
the  event  be  fuccefsful,  he  would  then  fu^port  the  war.  Upon, 
what  ground  could  he  fupport  a  war  which  he  had  in  the  nr(t 
anftance  conceived  and  declared,  and  ftood  iu  the  front  of  the, 
battle,  to  be  neither  neceflary  nor  juft?  Bvt  till  the.  penpd, 
fliould  arrive  at  which  it  would  be  poi&ble  to  treat  with  a  rar 
tional  profpe£^  of  fecurity,  and  a  degree  of,  at  leaft,  probabTQ 
advantage,  he,  and  thofe  who  thought  with  hini,  muft  cour- 
tinue  to  fupport  a  war,  of  the  judice  and  necei&ty  of.  which, 
they  were  firmly  perfuaded,  and  which  they  could  not>.  in  the! 
prefent  moment,  abandon  without  a  facrifice  of  their  opinion/ 
their  confiftcncy,  and  thek  honour. 

Sir  Wtlliam  Toting  fcconded  the  amendment,  which  he  ap« 
{(lauded  as  affording  an  opportunity  of  gctiiDg  rid  of  a  pro* 
pofition  that  he  could  nettner  approve  nor  would  have  chofen 
to  negative.  He  followed  the  fame  train  of  argument  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  purfued.  The  French  ar- 
mies^  he  faidi  had  been  hitherto  colleded  by  terror,  and,  as  they 
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hM  now  difarmcd  themfehres  of  that  weapon»  th«y  could  Jiot 
^oUcCk  fudb  artniet  in  f  otare.  He  dcdarali  he  was  always  fov 
a  d^cUrattOA  fiich  aathe  amendment  coataiacd^  andlammted 
|bat  a  dcdarauon  of  that  kind  had  not  been  made  foooer* 
Therp  CQuld  be  no  analogy  between  the  Ame^can  war,  a  war 
with  our  own  fubjeiUt  and  the  orefent  war.  The  FrcDch,  who 
M^cnt- to  ^fiill  the  Americans,  nad  brought  back  with  them  ail 
the  principjles  of  the  anarchy  whidi  they  afterwards  intiodnoed 
into  tl^cjv .own  country.  Tne  war,  ixe  admiued,  had  been  c»> 
js^mitqu^ )  but  we  mud  not>  he  pocUendc4;  on  that  account,  thinl; 
<)Macnficinjj  piir  hooour. 

'  Afr,  ST.  W'.poh  fofNoffoliJ  dedorcd  himfelf  an  adwato 
f6r  pea^e,  l^t'  ji)c  propofition'conie  from  whom,  or  in  what 
jhape  it  might'  Ercry  roan  in.  this  country  h^  believed  to  bci 
fdf.cxcept  the  immediate  connexions  and  dcpenflents  of  mi* 
hiitcrs,^  cpntra£lors>  and.  jobbers,  who  profited  by  the  wmr. 
For  the  diflicuUy  of  obtaining  it  they  had  only  the  rainiiler'^ 
aflertion,  which  tbp  Houfe  ought  not  to  cafce  for.  proof.  The 
people  had  been  deluded  inp  an  approbation  of  the  war  in  the 
nr(l  inft^nces  ^ut  hati  at  length  feen  their  erraff  Indeed  he 
$el;evcd  thofc  who  wifBed  it  to  be  perfilled  in  were  very  few 
in  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  miniiler,  he  hoped,  did  not 
take  jLi%  u:iform«tion  that  the  war  was  popular  from  a  Eight 
Hon*  Gentleman  near  him  (Mr,  Windham).  If  he  did,  thmt 
Gentleman  would  foon  be  able  to  inform  iiim,  that  the  people 
of  Norwich  wcre.againft  the  war.  Indeed,  all  the.  people  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk  felt  the  danger  to  which  tb^cosdlwaa 
expo(ed  by  the  French  getting  pofleflion  of  Holland,  and 
wi(tied  for  peace.  The  experiment  of  trying  to  obtain  it 
could  do  no  narm,  and  might  do  mucTi  gopd.  ^  it  (bouid  fail, 
<he  confeguence  would  be  uniting  the  heart  afid  lu^fid  of  ever^ 
Englifhman  for  9^  vigprous  ppfecution  of  the  war.  Any  pro-s 
jjolitioh^^epdiQg  to  accelcrat,e  peace,  (houid  have  bis  fupporr, 
witliout  regard  to  peifonat  attachments.  How  great  his  at- 
tachment Vas  to  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  whofe 
<Sounfds,  if  follpwcd,  would  have  fayed  the  country  from  the 
rpfs  and  difgr^cc  jn  vvhich  it  bad  been  involved^  he  had  no  need 
to/ftate  upon  this  occafion.  Of  that  great  and  illuftrious 
datefmen,  the  manly  mind  and  unrivalled  talents  were  I^uown 
tbthc  Houfe,  and  to  the  l?ublic,  anil  rendered  ^ill  more  con- 
fpicuoHs  by  his  difintercfted  coodu£l:,in  times  of  general  cor- 
f  option.  Tlie  day,  Mr.  Coke  faid,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  not 
far  diCtant,  when  he  would  be  culled  upon  by  the  public  voice, 
to  favc'  the  nation  fi^pm, the  calamities  which  the  mifcoodufl; 
pf  others  tVeatcned  |o  bring  upon  it.     •     •  . 

;■•••■"  .      ■■  ■  Mr. 


MufiYcwke  {ald,'tliat  the  opinion  he  had  fcnrmed\>f  the juHicfe 
and neoeffityof^ki^'war  hod  not  been  at  all  adteredi  btit  wa^ 
ntfaer  iltmigdbtt«ed  snd  confirmed  by  the  declatnattbn  bi  the 
Hon*  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion.  Indeed  every  hbiir 
of/  the  contimanoe-of  the  war  convinced  him -of  the  ftrong 
oeoeffity  <tf  giving  the  ounifters  every  pofivble  fiij^port^  a^  tlte 
onlyTational  means  of  obtaining  an  honotiraUe,  a  fecarei  or  a 
permanent  peace.  He  had  liftened  to  the  Hon.  Mdvet  of  thb 
queftion,  in  the  expeftatlon  of  hearing  foniething  like  ar* 
gnment  to  convincethe  Houfe  that  beneiit'would  be  derived 
to  this  country  by  making  this  propofal  of  peace,  or  at  lead:  to 
prove  that  it  would  notbe  produdtive  of  injury.  He  had  lif- 
tened with  aittention,  bat  he  had  lil^ned  without  efFe£^.  The 
fituation  in  which  this  country  was  at  this  moment,  ap|)eared 
%a  him^  of  atl  others,  the  moft  unfavourable  for  negotiating  an 
faoDouraUe  peace,  for  the  enemy  would  of  courfe  now  de- 
mand terms  fuch  as  it  ^would  be  entirely  incompatible  with 
^e  dignity  and  with  the  intered  of  this  country  to  accede  to* 
But  when  he  admitted  that  the  aflaiTs  of  this  councry  were  at 
prefentin  an  unfavourable  ftate,  he  by  no  means  meant  to  Hate 
that  they,  were  reduced  to  that  fituation  in  which  they  ought  to 
propofe  or  to  accede  to  a  difgraceful  peace.  But  in  uich  a 
erifis  if  a  peace  could  be  obtained  from  the  French,  and  it  were 
even  a  good  one,  what  hopes  could  wc  have  that  it  would  be 
permanent  i  Tlie  French  republic,  if  eftablifhed,  would  pro- 
Dably,  be  a  military  republic,  and  was  therefore  to  be  renfted 
by  ail  poflible  means  in  its  infancy.  The  conqueft  of  Holland 
expofed  us  to  great  danger;  but  he  held  miniftersto  be  refpon- 
fibte  for  prote£king  our  coal  and  coafting  trade.  He  placed 
great  confidence  in  our  own  refources  compared  with  tbofe  of 
Vranoe,  and  contended  that  the  difafteis  of  the  war,  either  by 
(ea  or  land,  were  notliing  fo  what  we  had  experienced  in  for- 
mer wars,  without  abandoning  our  hope^,  or  remitting  our 
(exertions. 

Mr*  PoKvys  faid,  ^hat  all  the  arguments  had  been  fo  entirely 
exhamfted  by  the  Cfaanodlor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  rofe  not 
to  attempt  repeating  anyof  them,  but  to  declare  his  opinion 
more  explicitly  than  by  a  filent  vote.  They  ^fc'ho  had  taken 
an  a^ive  part  in  fnpporting  the  war  at  its  conimchcemeiit, 
ought  not  iiLfoch  a  crilis  to  (hrtnk  from  their  former  opinions, 
becattfe  ikn  fucce&  had  not  been  equal  fo  their  hopes.  He 
compiimeDted  Mr.  Grey  on  the  extraordinary  candour  with 
frbioh-  he.  had  brought  fomnrard  his  motion ;  but  faid  he  was 
fo  diflloaa  not'  to i  comprehend  the  definite  meaning  of  the 
words,  or  the  confequenceserpfeded  from  if,  if  it  were  ro  be 
adopted.    The  Houfe  bad  uUd  no  term  (b  ftrong  as  that  the 

exift* 
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cjciftence  of  the  prefcnt  BOTcnimefil  of fnuiot^  if  tlift Aiuiie;of 
government  was  not  diigraced  hj  being  (aaf  pliod»^0tt^ic  to*. 
preclude  a  negotiation.  Its  exiftence  wa»  c^rtsmlr  as  jobftade 
to  negotiation^  although  anobftacie,  in  his  flj>miaa#mfttnntountw 
able  at  prefent.  Gentlemen  who  talked  of  ftiftoOng  pe^cc^ 
ought  to  ftate  what  terms  of  peaoe,^  if  rqcdfced  by  FntDce> 
would  unite  every  hand  and  heart  in  this  coiiiitry«  He  wd^' 
mitted  that  there  was  no  near  pr9fpe£l  of  fuecefs)  but  that 
had  always  been  the  opinion  of  ihofe  who  oppofed  the  war^. 
and  wanted  this  country  to  join  hands  in  amity  wkh  hands 
cmbrued  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign.  The  Dutch  had 
attempted  to  negotiate  for  peace,  and  whiie  tbcy  wcreatteinpti^ 
ing  it  their  country  bad  been  over-run*  He  ihottld  be  forry 
to  appiv  harlh  terms  to  an  unfortunate  ally,  but  ihe  iofa  of 
Holland,  he  feared,  was  to  be  imputed  to  a  mean  and  mcr* 
cenary  fjpirit  of  calculation.  He  infilled  tKat  the  vtrar  was  a 
conteft  for  our  exiflence  as  a  nation,  and  that  were  our  ic- 
fouTces  to  fail,  we  mud  ftill  continue  it, although  we  (hottki  be 
able  to  do  nothing  but  (hew  our  teeth. 

Mr,  Wilberforce  faid,  he  ftill  retained  the  opinbn  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  ftating  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffioa.    Every 
hour's  reflcftion,  every  day's  experience,  confirmed  him  more' 
aiod  more  in  that  opinion.    The  queition  before  the  Houfe 
was  important,  and  he  felt  the  importance  of  it  in  a  higher 
degree  in  confequence  of  the  part   he  had  already  taken«r 
He  concurred  entire!  V  in  the  fpirit  of  the  original  motion  $  bat 
he  faw  that  it  mud  be  liable  to  the  treatment  it  had  received^ 
'  sind  therefore  he  wiflied  it  had  been  worded  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  render  adirefl  decifion  upon  it  unavoidable;  "In  hisr 
opinion  it  would  have  been  better  to  fay,  and  he  would  try  to 
do  it  ftill,  if  he  knew  by  what  means,   "  that  no  pamcolar 
form  of  government  in  France  ought  to  preclude  fuch  a  peace^ 
when  that  could  be  obtained,  as  would  be  otberwife  hooomw 
able  and  fafe."    On  one  point,  however,  they  feemed  to  be  all 
agreed,  vm.  on  the  propriety  of  declaring  .that  a  republican 
form  of  government  in  France  ought  not  to  be  an  infurmoiint-» 
able  bar  in  the  way  of  j)eace.    The  queftion  was,  ^^  West  the 
words  of  the  amendment  fufficiently  explicit  f  ^    He  thought 
they  were  not.    His  opinion  always  had  been,  that  with  a  re* 
publican  government  eftabliflied  at  Paris,  we  could  not  have 
fuch  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  peace  as  with  tbe  old  go- 
vernment of  France,  or  indeed  a  monarchy,  of  ahnoft  anydo- 
fcription.    This  was  an  evil ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  nfoil! 
confider  the  certain  evils  of  war,  and  the  poffible  evil  ofbeinjj} 
obliged  at  laft  to  make  peace  under  circumftances  more  un*' 
favourably  than  the  prefent.    The  afflrndcncilt  propofed  rely* 

ing 
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itig-0n«ke  difpofhion  which  his  Majefty  had  always  rpamfeftcd* 
If  his  -Majefty  had  always  manifeftcd  fuch  a  difpothton,  the 
prejudices  emeitaificd  both  inFfance  and  in  this  country,  iot 
fuch  there  affurcdiy  were,  could  hevcr  be  cured  by  a  repetition 
of   the  {irejttdiees    which  had  been   originally  entertained* 
'Neither  had  his  Majefty  always  made-a  clear  manifeftation  of 
fych  a  difpofition.     In   former  declarations  it  had  been  faid 
that  his  Majefty  concurred  with  his  allies,  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  when  the  Emperor,  by  his  declaration  in  Flanders,  talked 
o£  treating  the  inhabitants  as  thofe  of  a  conquered  country^ 
and  General  Wurmfer,  by  his  declaration  in  Alface,  would  ac- 
knowledge no  authority  that  had  not  been  inftituted  under  the 
old  government.     We  never  had  fuch  intentions  as  the  tenour 
of  &efe  declarations  clearly  indicated;  but  the  French  were 
thus  afforded  grounds  to  think  we  had ;  and  to  remove  that 
improflion  any  thing  we  now  declared  muft  be  explicit  and 
unequivocal.      He  had   wiftied  for  a  counter-revolution  in 
France,  not  to  reftore  the  old  government,  God  forbid !  but 
to  fubftitute  fome  rational  and  fteady  fyftem  in  the  place  bf 
anarchy  and  crimes.     He  approved  of  the  war,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  becaufe  he  hoped  that  the  people  of  France,  feeing  a 
power  in  the  arms  of  the  allies,  that  could  adord  them  aid  and 
prote£tion,  would  refcue  themfelvesfrom  the  opprcflion  under 
which  they  were  held.    But  if  experience  had  proved,  that  his 
hopes  were  too  fanguine,'was  there  inconfiftcncy  in  changing 
his  opinion,  when  tne  ground  was  changed  upon  which  he  had 
formed  it?    He  thought  it  more  confiftent,  more   fair  and 
manly,  to  avow  the  change  and  the  reafons  that  had  produced 
it.     This  he  had  taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  doing.     If . 
circumftances  were  now  Icfs  favourable  for  opening  a  door  to 
negotiation,  than  on  the  firft  day  of  the  fcfTion,  that  was  not 
imputable  to  him.     If  Parliament  hud  met  as  early  as  at  firft 
intended,  and  pacific  language  been  then  adopted,  perhaps  the 
late  events  that  had  rendered  negotiation  more  difficult,  might 
have  been  prevented.     The  great  error  of  thofe  who  argued 
on  the  other  fide  was  their  forgetting  that  we  had  only  a  choice 
of  evils.    Such  a  peace  as  could  be  made  with  the  prefent 
government  of  France  was  an  evil,  but  a  Icfs  evil  than  con- 
tinuing the  war  on  the  principles  which  had  hitherto  been  fup- 
pofed  to  ditcik  it,  and  a  far  lefs  evil  than  fuch  a  peace  as  ne-  ^ 
ceility  might  oblige  us  ultimately  to  accept  of.     He  never  " 
thought  that  we  poilefled  force  fumcient  to  change  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  without  the  concurrenct  of  the  great  body 
of  the  French  people;  but  he  had  thought  if  our  hopes  of 
tha(  concurrence  (hould  fail,  we  had  force  fufficient  to  defend 
ourfoives.    Our  internal  dangers  he  had  never  confidered  as. 

great. 
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great  as  they  had  been  reprefdnted,  and  he  ihdught  tbeflx  at 
this  period  lefs  than  before ;  but  we  muft  take  care  thatt  wc 
did  not,  by  perfifting  in  war,  excite  difcontcnt^  amongdic  peo- 
ple^  who  were  but  too  r^ady  to  impute  the  hardfhips  they  fiett 
from  unavoidable  caufes  to  the  mifcondud  of  GoTernment* 
Another  great  reafon  for  wiQiing  to  negotiate  was^  that  a 
counter-revolution  in  France  was  much  more  likely  to  be  efife£l* 
cd  by  peace  than  by  war.  By  whatever  means  the  French 
people  were  forced  into  tlie  armies,  it  was  evident  that  wlien 
there,  by  univerfal  fympathy,  they  agreed  in  preffing  outwards 
upon  the  foreign  enemy,  regardlefs  of  what  was  pafling  in  the 
.  interior.  If  the  armies  were  not  fo  employed,  cither  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  having  no  foreign  enemy,  or  of  being  icfs  for- 
midably oppofed,  they  would  probably  turn  their  attention  to 
the  internal  affairs  of  France  ;  and  on  tliis  ground  he  thought 
a  counter-rcvoluiion  more  likely  to  happen  at  prefent  than 
when  the  allies  were  upon  the  frontier  of  France.  A  nation 
of  great  force  and  high  fpirit  muft  naturally  feel  indignant  at 
the  idea  of  our  avowed  intention  to  change  their  gOTcmment. 
Let  that  idea  be  done  awayy  and  the  fentiraents  which  had  in* 
ipired  fo  much  of  their  energy  would  fubfide. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  faid,  he  had  read  a  pamphlet  lately  publifh- 
fc.l  by  a  very  ingenious  man,  whom  he  believed  to  be  parti- 
cularly well  informed  with  refpeft  to  French  aflfairs,  and  he 
there  found  that  the  people  abhorred  the  emigrants,  detefted 
the  combined  powers,  and  hated  the  Convention.  If  that  rc« 
prefentatlon  was  true,  as  they  abhorred  the  emigrants  under 
tlie  idea  that  they  had  excited  the  war,  and  detefted  die  com^ 
Lined  powers  as  believing  that  their  obje£t  was  to  conquer 
France,  peace  would  allow  their  hatred  of  the  Convention  free 
foope  to  2^£l.  Iiiflead  of  thi$,  we  were  inflaming  every  paffion 
that  operated  a^jAinfl  us  by  employing  corps  of  emigrants  to 
profccute  the  war.  Would  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
i.iy,  that  fupporing  his  own  account  of  the  internal  ftate  of 
France  to  be  true,  he  thought  it  poffible  that  a  people  fo  op- 
prcfled  and  aggrieved,  could  abftain  from  demolrfliing  a  go* 
vernmcnt  to  which  in  peace  they  muft  impute  all  their  fuffcr* 
ings  ?  The  very  pains  taken  to.  exterminate  all  fentiments  of. 
religion,  which  by  teaching  men  to  look  for  their  happincfs  in 
another  ftate  rendered  them  more  patient  under  afHiftion^ 
would  contribute  to  make  them  lefs  capable  of  quiet  fubmif* 
fiou  to  hardlhips  which  they  thought  the|pfehres  able  to  re* 
move. — The  argument  derived  from  the  ftate  of  their  finances 
had  weight;  but  experience  had  Oiewn  it  to  be  fallacious,  ocr, 
at  leaft,  fudi.as  ought  not  implicitly  to  be  relied  upon.  Their 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  to  .v^iatevcf  new  expNcdicnrg 
•      •  •     they 
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tbcy  nii^t  be  obliged  to  rcfort,  he  was  perfuadcd  would  end 
only  with  the  phyfical  refourccs  of  the  country.  However 
much  their  aljignats  were  depreciated,  they  might  continue 
ifluing  them  as  long  as  they  were  worth  any  thing;  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  fuppofc  them  re- 
ftralned  by  principle  from  ifliiing  three  times  the  amount  of 
the  property  they  held  out  as  the  fecurity  for  tjicir  paper  cur- 
rency. The  circulation  of  thefe  aflignats,  and  the  falc  of  con- 
fifcated  property,  would  progreflively  augment  the  number  of 
perfons  intereftcd  in  maintaining  a  fyftem  upon  which  de- 
pended the  value  of  their  affignats  and  their  purchafes.  Thefe 
Mcere^powerful  reafons  for  thinking,  that  the  refiftance  of  the 
prcfent  government  would  always  be  great,  in  proportion  to 
the  prefTure  of  external  force.  When  the  grand  confederacy 
was  formed,  it  was  hoped  that  the  royal  ids  would  be  aBle  t6 
coroperate  effeftually  within  France  *,  but  was  there  any  fuch 
hope  now  remaining  ?  To  negotiate,  it,  was  faid,  mud  be  hu- 
miliating. He  never  wifh'ed  us  to  fend  to  Paris,  and  fue  for 
'peace ;  but  every  man  knew  that  there  were  modes,  by  which 
nations  at  war  might  found  the  d^fpofitions  of  each  other,  an4 
afterwards  negotiate,  wit;hout  humiliation  to  either..  While 
we  had  fuch  refourccs  and  fuch  force,  our  inclination^  to  ne- 
gotiate could  not  be  mifconftrued.  Were  we  to  have  partial 
fuccefles,  or  evep  to  fucceed  in  deftroying  the  French  govern- 
•  ment,  there  again  we  (hould  have  only  a  choice  of  evils,  for 
the  new  government  could  not  be  foon  expefted  to  be  quiet, 
and  muft  be  guaranteed  by  the  powers  that  aflifted  in  eftablifli- 
ing  it.  He  quoted  Hume,  who  pointedly  dated,  that  the 
Eiiglilh  nation  always  manifcfted  too  great  a  propchfity  to 
go  to  war,  and  too  great  obftinacy  in  continuing  it  ;^  as  a 
proof  of  this  charaftcriilic  feature,  that  the  terms  obtained  by 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  1697,  had  been  offered  and  rejeftcd 
in  1692  i  that  the  terms  obtained  by  the  peace  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  in  1748,  had  been  rejefted  in  1743 ;  and  that  thence 
our  allies  always  reckoned  upon  our  force  as  theis  own,  and  cx- 
pe£bed  to  make  war  ^  our  expence.  Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  ar- 
guments all  proceeded  upon  the  fuppofitidn  that  the  repub- 
lican government  of  France  muft  be  deftroyed  before  we  can 
treat— a  pofition  which, he  owned, he  could  not  actede  to;  at 
the  fame  time  he  declared  he  difapproved  of  the  amendment 
as  containing  nothing  fpecific,  and  therefore  moved  as  an 
amendment  to  chafige  the  wordsof  the  motion,  as  he  had  fug- 
gcftfed  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech. 

Mr>  H.  7koT7iton  approved  of  the  genefal  purport  of  the 
original  motion,  although  he  difliked  fome  of  the  words.     He 

VOL.  I.    •  3  G  thanked 
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thanked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  giving  ^ray  fo  fir 
as  he  had  done,  and  for  not  holding  fuch  high  language  as  he 
had  held  upon  former  occafions.  The  dlfpofition  towards 
peace  that  now  feemed  prevailing  in  the  Houfe  wouid^  be  was 
convinced,  give  great  fatisfa£tion  to  the  country. 

Mn  M.  Mofiiagui  was  forry  that  the  amendment  did  not 
appear  fufficiently  explicit  to  certain  Gentlemen.  He  was 
fure  it  would  be  fatisfadory  to  many,  who  had  thought  the 
ininifler^s  former  language  too  ilrong.  He  then  dcfcantcd  on 
the  humiliation  that  mud  neccflarily  attend  fuing  for  peace, 
and  the  impolicy  of  abandoning  the  war,  when  we  had  fo 
great  a  force,  and  our  rcfources  for  the  next  campaign  pro* 
vidcd  on  fuch  eafy  terms. 

Mr,  Fox  entered  into  an  ample  difcuflion  of  the  great 
queftion  before  the  Houfe.  He  began  by  deiiring  the  original 
motion  an.d  the  two  amendments  to  be  read ;  and  faid,  that, 
before  he  proceeded  to  give  his  reafons  for  preferring  the  ori-r 
ginal  motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  to  that  which  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Wilberforcc,  though  the  diflferencc  between  them  was 
not  very  eflential,  he  mud  take  notice  of  the  amendment  which 
had  been  fo  unexpeftedly  made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle^ 
]|^an. — He  faid  unexpe^edly  made ;  becaufc,  when  the  motion 
of  his  Hon.  Friend  was  originally  announced,  which  was  three 
weeks  ago,  the  terms  of  it  even  were  fettled ;  for  his  Hon. 
Fiiend,  with  more  candour  than  prudence,  had  ftated  the  pre* 
cife  words  upon  which  they  were  to  be  at  iflue. — ^Thc  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  pledged  himfelf  to  come  to  iflfue  upon  thefe 
words :  But,  however,  he  did  not  now  feel  fo  hold  as  he  did 
three  weeks  ago;  he  did  not  chufe  to  meet  the  queftton  di-r 
K^lly-  In  his  confcience,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
faid,  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  people  were  dill  for  the 
war.  This  was  his  declaration  ^  but  the  Houfe  and  the  Public 
would  infer  from  hS^condudV,  that  he  had  not  very  great  con- 
fidence in  the  truth  of  his  own  declaration  ;  for,  inftead  of 
meeting  the  queftion,  which  he  had  pledged  him(clf  to  do,  he 
had  propofed  an  amend fnent,  by  which  he  was  to  avoid  a  di« 
reft  dccifion  on  it.  In  his  fpeech,  indeed,  he  ft  ill  denied  the 
proppruion  of  his  Hon.  Friend.  Then,  why  not  fairly  and 
openly  negative  it  by  a  vote?  After  w^  id's  if  he  wifhed  for  a 
declaration,  he  might  l^nve  moved  his  own  amendment,  as  a 
fpecificquellion.  H^  took  this  courle,  he  laid,  to  avoid  mif-i 
rcprelei.tation  •,  and,  but  fur  his  defire  of  avoiding  a  mifrepre- 
fe  nation,  which  he  had  never  incurred,  he  would  have  ne- 
gatived the  original  qiieftion ;  when  on  the  other  fide,  the  Hon, 
bcconder  of  his  amendment  confefTcd,  that,  but  for  that 
;^mcndnient,  he  would  have  yoted  for.  the  original  queftion. 
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What  then  was  the  true  meaning  and  intention  of  all  this  petty 
>varfare,  but  that  the  amendment  was  dcfigned  to  evade  the 
great  and  material  queftlon,  upon  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman ftood  committed)  and  to  delude  the  Houfe  by  a  little  ' 
temporary  conceffion  which  meant  nothing  ?  Already  the 
matter  was  loaded  with  contradiftlons  ;  the  mover  and  the 
feconder  were  at  variance  j  the  one  afhrmed^  the  other  denied, 
and  the  whole  was  done  merely  to  draw  us  from  the  clear  fpc- 
cif^c  queftion,  that  had  been  for  fo  many  days  in  the  contem^ 
plation  of  the  Houfe.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  un- 
doubtedly a  man  of  fuperior  talents^  but  thofe  talents  being  di- 
refted  to  delufion  and  quibbling,  rather  than  to  what  Was  grand, 
manly,  and  open,  he  did  not  fliew  himfelf  poiTefledof  a  mind 
equal  to  the  occafion.  Inftead  of  meeting  the  exigency  of  our 
prefent  fituation  with  meafures  proportioned  to  our  critical 
condition,  he  feemed  only  anxious,  by  a  little  evafive  manage* 
ment  for'the  day,' to  gain  over  a  few  votes  of  irrefolute  Mem« 
bers,  as  if  a  few  votes  more  or  lefs  could  alter  the  eternal 
nature  of  truth  and  falfehood^  to  baffle  a  few .  petitions  that 
might  be  coming.to  Parliament;  as  if  by  lulling  fome  few  in^ 
tiividuals  into  a  continuance  of  their  apathy  tor  a  time,  he 
could  extricate  the  nation  from  the  deplorable  fituation  into 
which  he  had  plunged  it.  Thcfe  were  not  the  refources  of  a 
great  mind  ;  this  was  not  the  conduct  of  a  Statefmanin  a. mo* 
ment  like  the  prefent  y  it  was  as  falfe  to  himfelf  in  policy,  aj 
it  was  unworthy  of  the  occafion ;  for  it  could  ferve  only  to 
deaden  the  feelings  of  mankind  for  the  day,  and  would  colleft 
the  public  indignation  to  burft  upon  him  with  greater  force 
when  the  delufion  was  paft.  As  to  the  amendmentf.hfelf)^ 
which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  moved,  though  he' 
difliked  it  in  manv  particulars,  yet  in  fome  things  he  did  not 
diflike  it.  In  fo  far  as  it  dated,  that  thereffvas  nothing  in  the 
prefent*  form  of  the  government  of  France,  which  prevented 
our  negotiating  with  them,  he  muft  approve  of  the  propofition,. 
He  had  moved  an  amendment  both  this  year  and  the  lad,  to 
the  fame  efFcd. 

Little  did  he  think,  when  he  was  making  fuch  proppfition^ 
that  he  was  only  fpeaking  the  fentiments  of  his  Majefty's 
miniflers.  But  thefe  miniiicrs^  it  fecms,  were  the  vi£lims  of 
mifreprefentation.  j5o  powerful  it  feemed  was  the  Oppofition^ 
{p  full  of  the  means,  fo  full  of  wealth,  and  fo  invefted  with  the 
influence  of  bribes,  places,  penfions,  jobs,  contrafts,  and  eniolu-> 
ments  of  every  kind,  and  had  fo  much  the  means  of  circulat- 
ing newfpapers,  that  they  had  it  in  tlieir  power  fuccefsfullyto 
mifreprefent  his  Majcfty's  miniflers,  and  to  miilea-i  and  delude 
the  Public,  fo  as  efledtually  to  taint  and  abufc  the  public  mind, 
3  G   ;i  and 
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and  to  tnake  them  the  unhappy  fubje£ls  of  their  mtfreprefent- 
ation.     What  had  they  done  ?  They  had  for  two  years  fucccf- 
fivcly  moved  an  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on 
the  nrd  day  of  the  feflion  of  Parliament,  that  there  Was  aotbing 
in  the  form  of  the  government  of  France  that  ought  to  prevent 
this  country  from  negotiating  with  them   for  peace,  and  for 
this  they  had  been  called  the  advocates  of  Ffance,  Jacobins, 
Republicans,   the  enemies  of  their   King  and  countrymen, 
who  were  delirous  to  lower  the   Britifli  Government  and 
proftrate  it  at  the  feet  of  France,  to  introduce  French  princi- 
ples, anarchy,  and  atheifm  into  England,  and  even  tending  to 
dedroy  the  conflitution  of  England,  and  to  bring  his  Majefty 
to  the  block.  'All  this,  however,  was  over,  and  it  was  foan<C 
though  they  did  not  know  it,  that  in  reality  they  were  fp^akmg 
only  the  fentiments  of  minifters.    We  were  come  to  a  crifis 
when  all  this  (huffling  would  be  found  unavailing,  whea  tlie& 
delufions  would  no  longer  fucceed ;  their  own  contradiAion 
was  a  good  omen  for  the  country,  it  proved  that  the  unfor- 
tunate Speech  of  his  Majedy  at  the  opening  of  the  feffioa  had 
ma^de  a  ferious  impreflion  on  the  public  mind ;  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  therefore  found,  that  he  muft  foften  and  lower 
his  language  \  he  muft  attempt  to  do  away  the  efkSts  of  that 
abfurd,  impolitic,  and  he  might   fay  diabolical  Speech  which 
he  had  put  into  the  mouth  of  his  Majefty,  in  which  our 
gracious  Sovereign  had  been  made  to  ftand  between  Heaven  and 
the  happinefs  of  mankind ;  had  been  made  to  pronounce  the 
doom  of  millions,  and  to  proclaim  an  almoft  eternal  war,  for 
no  poIBble  purpofc  of  rational  benefit  to  his  fpeciess  and  that 
^oo  ,when  all  other  Princes  of  Europe,  awakened  from  the 
delufion  into  which  they  had  been  equally  led  by  tbeir  mini£- 
ters,  had  feen  their  error,  and  manifefted  their  difpofitions  to 
pence.     He  defired  to  know  what  was  the   meaning  of  the 
prefent  condu£l  ?  Was  he  to  underftand  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  meant  to  negative    the  proportion  of  his  Hon. 
Friend  ?  In  truth  he  had  abandoned  all  hope  of  underftanding 
him  at  all.     If  he  meant  to  negative  it,  why   not   do  fo  by  a 
vote  t    Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  knew  that  the  prefent  Adminiftradon 
was  compofed  of  various  and  difcordant  chara£^ers.    He  did 
.  not  know  whether  they  all  agreed  in  the  prefent  propofition,  it 
yvpuld  foon  be  feen  whether  they  did  fo  or  no ;  but  he  could 
iay  that  it  would  hot  redound  much  to  their  honour.     If  he 
were  called  upon  to  defcribe  it,  he  fhoiKld  fay,  it  went  far 
enough  to  difgrace  the  new  colleagues  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman^  but  not  far  enough  to  reftore  to  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.     As  to  the  arguments  that  had  been  ufed 
upon  the  occafion,  he  ihould  have  little  ro  fay.    There  had 
3  been 
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been  fo  much  novelty  in  his  conduct  that  day,  thathe  ha^  not 
thought  it  neccffary  to  introduce  any  novelty  into  his  rcafoning. 
The  fame  trite,  hackneyed,  and  refute4  arguments,  with  which 
they  had  been  fatigued  fo  often,  were  again  renewed,     France 
was  decltiiing  fall  in  her  refources,  and  this  was  a  matter  of 
rejoicing  to  England  !  How  long  were  they  to  go  oi|  rejoicing 
in  thb  dcclirte  i  Their  afiignats  were  at  a  difcount ;  there  were 
a  number  of  ^oyalifts;  and  much  cidicule  was  thrown  upon  x 
fimile  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  had  truly  faid,  that  all  the 
fame  nonfenfe  had  been   talked  during  the   American  war. 
But  it  feeras  we  had  had  fuccets  in  France*    The  various  revo- 
lutions that  had  been  operated  in  France  had  been  effefliuated 
through  our  means.     This  Was  a  moft  (ingiilar  argument,  and 
went  perhaps  further  than  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  intend- 
ed, for  it  fo  happened  that  thofe  revolutions  had  been  good  or 
bad,  m   proportion  as    we   had  been  beaten  or   prolperous. 
Whenever  we  had  made  the  flighted  impredion  upon  France, 
or  had  the  appearance  of  temporary  good  fortune,  it  was  fure  to 
be  followed  by,  and  perhaps  to  have  produced  fome  violent  and 
(dreadful  Tcvolution,  accomplifhed  by  the  horrors  of  maffacrc 
and  devaftation.     On  the  contrary,  whenever  we  had  been  de- 
feated and  forced  to  fly  from  the  territory  of  France,  they  had 
never  failed  to  fubfide  into  a  comparative  tranquillity,  and  to 
have  their  internal  condition  meliorated.     The  argument  of 
the  Right  Han.  Gentleman  was  therefore,  that  if  they  would 
permit  him  to  go  on 'in  a  fyftera  of  difsdlers  and  defeats,  it  wa^ 
incalculable  what  good  it  might  do  in  France.     Thus,  when 
the  Dfikeof  Brunfwick  had  penetrated  to  within  fixcy  miles  of 
Pans,  there  happened  the  revolution  fatal  to  the  monarchy,  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft.^    When  we  were  in  poflclfion  of  T'oulon, 
there  happened  the  (hocking  and  diabolical  maflacres  at  Lyons$ 
but  nofoonerhad  we  evacuated  theplaqe,  than  they  began  to 
make  atonement  for  the  fcandaious  <^vaftations.     Immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Fleurue  there  happened  the  fall  of  Robe- 
fpicrre ;  and  certainly  it  was  true,  that  in  proportion   as  wc 
had  been  dlfcomfited  and  driven, from  the  French   territory, 
whenever  the  French  felt  themfelves  relieved  from  our  attack, 
they  had  exerted  themfelves  for  their  own  deliverance  from 
internal  tyranny ;  and  nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  thisi 
for  animated  by  the  enthufiafm  of  the  caufe  of  liberty,  when 
attacked,  as  they  were,  they  gave  up  every  conCdcration,  but 
that  of.prcferving  their  independence  ;  but  when  relieved  from 
this  fear  they  had  as  conftantly  rid^chemfelvesof  their  domeitic 
tyrant.   "  It  was  faid  that  minillers  never  had  propofcd  to  them- 
felves the  conquefl:  of  France.     The  conqueil  of  France  never 
was  imputed  to  them ;  it  was  only  faid  that  they  had  propofed 
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to  thcmfclves  an  objeA,  which  nothing  but  the  conqueft  of 
France  could  obtain.     He  had  long-ago  ftaced  his  opinion  <yn 
the  extravagance  of  that  propofition,  and  hitf  fentiments  were 
in  print.     Surely  a!iy  man  w  ho  ever  did  flatter  kimfelf  with  th« 
poflibiiity  of  making  any  impreflion  on  France  would  now  be 
convince4  of  his  error.     A  remarkable  expreflion  ufed  in  th^ 
American  war  was  mod  applicable  to  this  :  It  was  faid  by  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  fo  early  as  in  the  year  1777  or  I77B» 
that  he  had  looked  at  t^e  American  army  every  way :  He  had 
looked  at  their  front,  he  had  looked  at  their  rearf  he  had  looked 
at   their   flanks,  and    he  could   not  accommodaie  himfelf  any^ 
where :  And  yet|  after  this  opinion  of  a  general  officer,  the 
war  had  been  continued  for  four  dr  five  years.     In  the  fame 
manner  we  might  truly  be  faid  to  have  tried  France  :  We  hid 
tried  the  £a(t,  the  North,  the  South,  and  we  could  not  accom« 
modate  ourfeivcs  any  u  here.     He  hoped  in  God  we  did  not 
mean  to  continue  the  experiment,  as  we  had  done  in  the  cafe 
of  America.     It  was  faid,  as  an  argument  againft  the  propo- 
fition  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  that  it  would  bind  the  hands  of 
minifters  in  negotiating.    It  would  certainly  be  impoflible  for 
them,  after  fuch  a  rcfolution,  to  fay  to  the  perfons  holding  tho 
government  of  France,  that  they  could  not  treat  with  them  1 
but  fo  far  would  that  be  from   binding  their  hands,  that   it 
would  remove'  an  obdacle)  and  furely  it  could  not  prevent 
them  from  ftipulating  the  terms  of  peace.     In  truth,  without 
this -declaration,  tli.re  would  be  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of 
treating,  fincc  the  perfons  holding  the  government  of  France 
knew,  that  it  had  htcn  uniformly  declared  by  our  minifters 
that  they  could  not  treat  with  them.     But  the  confiftency  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftood  in  the  way.     He  thoi^ght  that 
there  might  now  be  an  end  of  the  declamatory  nonfenfe.     In 
all  queilions  ol  policy,  nations  mud  yield  to  imperious  neceffity : 
It  would  be   obftinacy  and  not  honour  to  perfeverc  in  an 
opinion,  when  you  became  convinced  that  it  was  wrong;  it 
was  plain  that  men  might  at  firll  have  thought  the  prefeut  war 
juft  and  neceflary,  who  now,  if  not  convinced  of  the  contrary^ 
entertained  ferious  doubts  -,  and  furely  they  would   zSi  moro 
according  to  the  rules  of  honour,  to  confefs  their  errors,  iho 
moment  they  were  convinced  of  them.     But  there  was  nothina 
more  curious  than  to  hear  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  talk  of 
the  confiftency  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     What  would  be- 
come of  his  old  ftcady  friends,  the  words  exifiing  circumfianasf 
In  the  cafe  of  OczakolF,  he  had  not  hefitated  to  retratl  with- 
out a  bluih,  when  he  found   the   public  opinion  againft  him« 
He  came  forward  and  faid  that  our  means  were  not  equal  to 
the  obje£t :  Why  could  not  he  therefore  now  compare  the 

objcft 
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objeft  with  the  means  ?  Surely  the  difafters  that  had  happen* 
cd,  and  the  change  in  the  prefent  cafe,  more  than  in  the 
Rultian  armament,  would  amply  juftify  him  for  retracing  his 
opinion.  He  would  do  it  with  great  advantage  to  himfelf  ^  it 
would  give  vigour  to  England,  and  would  take  it  from  France* 
But  wpy^  it  was  faid,  Ihould  we  be  the  firft  to  negotiate?  It 
would  be  a  humiliation  forfooth  to  propofe  to  treat  beca.ufe  wc 
were  unfucccfsful.  Upon  this  principle,  it  was  almoft  hopo- 
lefs  that  we  could  ever  treat;  for  could  it  be  ejcpe£^ed  that  the 
French  Government  would  be  the  fird  to  propofe  to  negotiate 
when  they  knew  that  our  minifters  had  twenty  times  faid,  that 
no  polFible  peace  could  be  made  while  they  continued  in  power? 
J^et  Englilhmen  a(k  thcmfelves  what  would  be  their  feelin^^a  if 
tlie  fame  language  had  been  ufed  to  us  that  we  have^  ufed  to 
them  ?  If,  for  initance,  they  had  declared  in  the  Convention 
that  they  never  would  treat  for  peace  with  England  until  there 
fliould  be  operated  a  reform  in  the  government  of  England  9 
would  not  every  Englilbman  die  before  he  would  fubmit  toaSk 
to  negotiate  under  fuch  a  declaration  ? — -Yet  fuch  a  dcclaratioa 
we  had  made  towards  France.  We  muft  therefore  do  away 
the  e^eA  of  our  own  arrogant  and  impolitic  expreiTions  i  and 
he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying  what  he  believed  in  liis  heart, 
that  if  we  took  away  that  obuacle,  we  fhould  have  peace  ;  or 
jf  not,  we  (liould  tight  them  upon  equal  terms ;  we  (hould  take 
from  the  caufc  of  their  enthuPafm  ;  wc  (hould  take  from 
them  that  which  aroufed  every  national  feeling ;  which 
)iad  carried  them  to  thofe  unparalleled  exertions  that  had 
;iftoni{bed  a^d  confounded  the  world.  They  would  then  no 
longer  fepl  that  they  had  to  fight  to  extremity,  or  that  they 
were  bcfiegcd  in  their  own  country  for  daring  to  give  to  their 
own  country  fuch  a  government  as  they  liked.  Did  he  propofe 
to  unman  one  (hip,  to  diftand  one  regiment  ?  No,  on  the  con- , 
trary  his  propofition  was  to  add  vigour  to  the  country,  and 
furely  we  (hould  fight  as  well  after  we  had  made  a  declaration^ 
that  it  was  not  our  intention  to  reduce  any  people  to  fl>iycry. 
Nor  (hould  we  tr  at  for  peace  upon  worfe  terms,  if  we  were  to 
treat  before  wc  were  reduced  to  extremity.  He  referred  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  war  of  King  William,  and  of  his  having  had 
the  wifdom  to  conceal  his  defign  of  altering  the  French  go- 
vernment, and  applied  it  to  the  purpofe  of  his  argument.  The 
want  of  fecuriry  for  the  continuance  of  peace, -might  be  plead- 
ed for  going  on  with  any  war.  There  was  no  poutivc  fecurity. 
Certainly  we  Ihould  have  as  much  fecurity  now  as  in  any  for-*  ^ 
fner  inftance.  If  peace  were  to  take  place,,  they  muft  dilhand 
their  armies,  and,  if  the  mighty  machine,  which  nothing  but. 
(he  diabolical  confederacy  of  defpots  had  put  in  motion,  were 
pHQc  (loppcdj  it  would  be  impoHible  again  to  ere£t  it.     If  this 

country 
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coantrfhad  zGtcd  right  in  interfering  to  prcrept  that  diabolical 
coBfedcncfy  all  might  have  been  well  ^  Francei  though  per* 
haps  a  more  powerful  neigbbouTy  would  have  been  lefs  obnox- 
iotts;  the  French  King  might  have  been  dill  upon  his  throne^ 
and  all  the  horrors  and  maflacres  that  had  defolatcd  that  on* 
fcappy  country  might  have  been  prevented.  He  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  the  influx  of  French  principles 'into  this  countryt  for 
our  own  oonftitution  could  only  ilouriih  in  Great  Britain  :  Ik 
had  beeit  more  deeply  rooted  in  our  affcflions  by  the  fatal  ex- 
periments that  had  been  made  in  France.  He  called  to  the 
recoUcftion  of  the  Chancellor  oT  the  Exchequer,  the  memor* 
able  expreflion  of  his  venerable  father,  that  they  ihould  die  on 
the  laft  breach  before  they  granted  the  independence  of 
America,  and  that  the  firft  z(X  of  his  political  life  was  to  fign 
that  very  independence  which  his  father  had  deprecated.  Nc- 
ceflity  dilated  the  a£l,  and  he  muft  now  retract  in  the  fame 
manner  his  fyftcm  with  rcfpcd  to  France.  Mr.  Fox  conclud- 
ed a  long  and  brilliant  fpcech  by  faying,  that  he  certainly  pre- 
ferred the  motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend  which  he  had  opened 
and  fupportedwith  fuch  luminous  argument  and  irrefiftiblc  pcr- 
fuafion,  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilberforce »  but  at  the 
fame  time  that  amendment  (hould  have  his  fupport,  if  the 
Houfe  thought  fit  to  prefer  the  one  propofition  to  the  other. 

Mr,  DundaifM,  he  hrfd  always  been  adverfe  to  making  de- 
clarations, and  particulariy  fo  while  the  war  was  continuing 
becaufe  it  could  anfwcr  no  other  purpofebut  to  give  the  enemy 
courage  and  fpirits  to  aft  againft  us.  There  was  one  of  a 
nature  fbmething  fimilar  to  the  prefent  towards  the  conclufioa 
of  the  American  war,  which  he  had  oppofed,  but  unfuccefl^t. 
:fully ;  but  the  confequence  of  it  was,  tliat  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment felt  itfcif  moft  completely  fettered. in  its  fubiequent 
negotiations  for  peace;  and  fuch  would  be  the  cafe  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  if  it  were  paiTcd. 

The  principal  argument  upon  which  tlic  motion  had 
been  maintained  was,  that  if  we  did  not  make  peace  at  this 
crifis,  we  fliould  not  have  fuch  good  terms  if  the  war  were 
continued.  This  was  the  whole  point  in  difpute.  How  did 
Gentlemen  know  that  the  tide  <^f  war.  would  not  turn  in  our 
favour  ?  There  was  every  thing  to  hope  upon  the  fubje£l — at 
Icaft  it  wa<?  a  fair  prefumpdon,  that  our  fituatlon  would  not  be 
Worfc  if  we  continued  the  war. 

Surely  Gentlemen  would  not  fay,  that  now,  when  tliC 
enemy  had  conquered  the  Ncti.t^rlands  and  Holland,  and  were 
Kkely  to  have  a  ftronjr  nav)'^,  that  we  ought  to  fcije  that  very 
moment  of  limsj  to  make  propcfals  for  peace. 

He  wiChed  however  to  afk,  whether  the  advocates  for  peace 
itoeant  to  fay  that  Holland  fhould  be  given  up  a3  a  poflcffion  to 

France? 
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France  ?  that  was  a  poGtion  which  he  was  Aire  no  Gentlemail 
Would  dare  to  advance  in  that  Houfe; 

If  then  they  did  aot  mean  that^  they  fhduld  not  harafs  th< 
Executive  Oovehiment .  with  fuch  a  motion  as  the  prefenti 
The  Right  Hod.  Gentleman  had  faid^  that  minifters  were 
afraid  to  negative  the  motion.  So  far  from  it,  hcihould  have 
been  inclined  to  give  his  dire£l  negative  to  die  motion^  had 
not  the  prudeilce  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  fuggefted  the 
amendment.  He  was  extremely  happy  that  the  amendment 
had  been  propofed^  and  augured  well  of  its  efie£l,  as  it  feemed 
to  provoke  the  anger  of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  \  and  was  calculated  to  avert  all  that  mifreprefentation 
which  would  have  been  fpread  round  the  country  if  the  motion 
had  been  direflly  negatived* 

One  of  the  charges  dften  refuted^  but  ftill  renewed,  was, 
Uiat  the  minifters  of  this  country  had  formed  an  intention  o£ 
i-eftoring  the  old  government  in  Franfce.  To  this  argument^ 
he  could  only  fay,  in  dire£l  terms,  that  they  had  no  fuch  idea 
at  any  dtld  period  of  the  war«  and  he  hoped  Gentlemen  would 
not  have  recourfe  to  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  read  extracts  from  the  coirefpondence  between 
M.  Chauvelin  and  Lord  Grenville^  to  prove  that  the  original 
caufe  of  the  war  was  the  adoption  of  principles  which  were 
incompatible  with  the  fafcty  of  any  government. 

il/^.  Weniworth  and  Mr.  HippiJUy  Cox  fpoke  in  favour  of  th^ 
motion. 

Mr.  Sommers  Cods  rofe,  merely  that,  frotti  the  fimilarity  of 
tiameSf  he  might  not  be  fqppufed  to  haVe  given  his  Vote  for 
the  motion,  which  (hould  have  his  decided  negative. 

Sir  Francis  Bajfet  fpoke  a  few  wtftds.  After  which  thd 
Houfe  called  again  loudly  for  the  que  (lion. 

Mr,  Grey  faid,  he  hoped  that  on  fo  very  important  a  quef- 
tion,  and  under  futh  peculiar  circumftances,  he  (liould  not  be 
denied  the  indulgence  ufually  granted  bv  the  Houfe  to  a  Mem- 
ber making  a  motion,  and  affured  the  Houfe  that  he  had 
neither  power  nor  inclination  to  abufe  it. 

The  Houfe  he  thought  nluft. agree  with  him^  that  he  had 
great  reafon  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Right 
Hon<  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  treated  his  motion^ 
after  what  had  pafied  upon  the  fubjedi  on  the  firfl:  night  of  the 
feflions4  On  that  night,  when  he  gave  notice  of  this  motion^ 
the  Houfe  would  recolleA  he  had  called  his  Majeily's  minifters 
attention  to  the  wording  of  it,  in  order  that^  to  avoid  all  cavil 
on  the  fubjefl,  they  might  underftand  each  other  ;  and  the 
Right  Hon^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  faid,  that  htf 
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underdood  it,  and  w^is  prepared  to  diibufs  the  qaeilion  arising 
upon  it  whenever  it  fliould  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Grey  declared,  chat  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman^  (houUi 
deny  this  propofition  was  extraordinary  ^  and  that  he  fhould, 
after  fo  pledging  himfelf  to  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  come  for- 
ward with  an  expedient  to  evade  it,  was  treating  him  he 
thought  very  unfairly.  -The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  pat  a  dire£):  negative  on  the  motion,  but  he  was  aware 
that  if  he  did  fo,  he  would  have  been  committed  farther  than 
his  caution  would  allow,  and  pinned  down  to  a  declaration 
never  to  negotiate  with  the  prcfent  govemmem  of  France* 
He  therefore  got  rid  of  it  by  a  fide^wind,  and  in  the  (hape  of  an 
amendment,  left  it  barely  poiBble,  in  cafe  of  extreme  urgency, 
to  negotiate,  while  he  fliuffled  off  the  fubdanttal  objeft  of  the 
motion  for  the  prcfent.  But  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
might  rely  upon  it,  this  would  not  in  the  end  ahfwcr  his  pur- 
pofe  }  it  might  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  Houfe,  but  would 
not  fettle  public  opinion.  The  people,  on  reading  the  debates 
of  that  night,  would  fee  the  nature  of  the  expedient,  and 
though  it  might  get  him  a  few  votes  for  the  night,  it  would 
never,  he  was  fure,  gel  him  the  fupport  of  the  Public. 

Having  faid  thus  much  on  the  point,  as  touched  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Grey  direfted  his  reply  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^  and  remarked,  that  that  Gentleman's 
Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Pitt )  had  faid  that  the  queftion  at  ifluc 
ivas,  whether  the  danger  and  difficulties  of  our  Ctualion  were 
fo  great  as  to  make  it  prudent  for  us,  at  prefcnt,  to  propofe  to 
our  enemies  a  negotiation  for  peace  ?  While  the  Right  Hon. 
Secretary,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  that  it  was  not  poffibic 
for  us  to  be  in  a  worfe  ftate  for  negotiation — the  latter  aifer- 
tion  he  hoped  was  unfounded,  but  he  defired  to  kno\V  on 
which  of  the  two  the  Right  Hon.'Gcntlemen  wiflied  to  reft 
tlicir  argument  ? 

Either  fuppofition  would  anfwer  his  purpofe ;  for  on  the  one 
hand,  if  our  dangers  and  dilBculties  Were  not  great,  this  was 
the  time  to  hope  for  a  peace  with  feme  advantage — not  to 
wait  for  an  humiliating  reverfe. .  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  are 
in  a  very  bad  ftate,  the  fooner  we  made  peace  the  better.  The 
Right  Hon.  Secretary  had  called  upon  him  to  fay,*  what  the 
terms  were  on  which  he  would -make  peace  ?  That  was  a  quef- 
tion which  he  thought  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  no 
right  toaik.  He  would,  however,  fay,  "  On  fuch  terms  as  at 
the  time  of  negotiation  might  appear  to  be  moft  honourable 
and  advantageous.'*  He  would  in  return  afk  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman,  when  and  on  what  terms  he  would  propofe  to  nego- 
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tiate  ?  Would  he  wait  for  the  reconquering  of  ^olhndand  thr 
recovery  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  ?  If  we  were  to  wait  tili 
then,  peace  would  be  far  indeed  from  this  ill-fated  country. 

'  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  we  were  in  the 
woift  polTible  flate  for  negotiation  at  this  time,  and  woul4 
thence  infer,  that  we  o^gfet  to  wait  for  fome  alteration  for  the 
better,  before  we  made  propofa}s  for  a  peace.  Suppofe  thaft 
we  obtained  a  vi£lory,  would  not  the  Right  Hon*.  Secretary's 
friend(Mr.  Pitt)  fay,  that  our  increaflng  profpcrity  was  a  reafon 
for  continuing  the  war? 

Mr.  Grey  contended,  that  the  amendment  went,  in  faft, 
to  exclude  the  poiTibility  of  peace  till  the  prcfent  government 
of  France  was  overthrown,  though  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  it  endeavoured  to  flur  it  over.  For  his  part,  he 
could  not  fee  any  end  that  the  reafoning  of  minifters  left  us  to 
hope  to  the  war.  The  minifter  would  riot  treat  with  Briffot's 
party — nor  with  Robefplerre's  party — nor  now  with  the 
moderate  party  :  In  fadi,  he  appeared  determined  not  to  treat 
with  any,  and  affigned  for  a  reafon,  the  frequent  change  of 
rulers  in  that  country.  Suppofmg  another  >chan^»  would  not 
that,  he  demanded,  be,  on  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's  owti 
mode  of  arguing,  one  reafon  more  againll  peace  ?  If  afked  what  . 
fecurity  we  (hould  have  had,  if  we  made  peace  with  Briflbt  or 
Robefpierre,  he  would  anfwer,  **  Look  to  the  other  nations 
who  have  made  treaties  with  them,  and  fee  if  rhey  liave  fottnd 
any  great  breach  of  faith  in  the  French'*-— Nations  to  whom 
the  Right  Hon.  Gcntleman,he  was  confident,  now  looked  with 
envy. 

After  encountering  various  other  patts  of  Mr.  Dundas's  ar* 
gumentj  Mr.  Grey  turned  to  that  rcfpeAing  the  comparative 
Uate  of  the  finances  of  the  two  countries,  and  faid  that  foioQg 
as  tlie  French  believed  themfelves  (Iruggling  for  independencci 
andwe  were  not,  there  could  be  no  ^omparifon  juftly  made 
between  them.  The  refourccs  of  France  in  that  cafe  had  no 
end,  but  in  the  phyfical  impoffibility  to  raife  inoney.  They 
would  give  their  laft  (lulling,  while  our  people,  confcious  that 
we  were  ftruggling  for  a  phantom,  would  feel  great .  diffici^lty 
in  fupporting  the  war,  and  particularly  as  if  there  was  a  peace 
made  directly,  the  expences  already  incurred  by  it  would 
amount  to  fifry*five  millions.  That  bar  to  negotiation  was 
cut  of  the  queflion. 

T/je  Secretary  at  War  faid,  he  would  only  rife  to  anfwer  a 

point  ^hat  had  been  ftarted,  and  on  which  he  conceived  he  had 

been  much  mifreprefented,  and  that  was,  that  he  had  aflerted 

|he  refloration  of  the  monarchy  in  France io  be  ^zfmequdmn 
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upon  which  this  country  could  treat  with  that.     As  far  as  ho 
could  T^cotteCtf  he  never  made  fuch  an  aflertton* 

Mr.  Dwulasj  Member  for  Berk(hire»  faid  he  would  vote  for 
the  origin-il  queftion,  although  be  had  been  difpofed  to  vote  iq 
general  withminifters. 

The  queftion  was  now  loudly  called  for,  when  a  divifiox) 
took  place  upon  Mr.  Grey's  motion  9 

For  it        •        *  .         86 

^gaififtit         -  -  269 

Majority        -  183 

A  divITion  then  enfued  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excho^ 
quer's  amendment : 

For  it  .    -  -         254 

Agatnjiit     -  -  90 

,  Majority  -  164 

The  gallery  doors  were  not  opened  again  \  but  after 
Mr.  Wilbcrforce*s.  amendment  was  difpofed  of,  Mr.  Sberi^ 
dan  propofed  a  third  amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  Chan-i 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer's  refolution.  He  charged  the  mi- 
nifter  with  having  fele£ied  words  of  ambiguity  and  prevarica- 
tion to  miflead  the  Public,  on  a  fubje£l  and  on  a  day  peculiarly 
devoted  to  perfpicuity  and  explanation.  The  wifli  of  the 
country  was  for  a  fpeedy  peace,  without  regarding  the  con-» 
ftruflion  or  principles  of  the  prefent  cxifting  government  of 
France.  He  was  confident  the  minifter,  and  many  who  voted 
with  him,  meant  differently.  His  amendment  would  bring 
their  meaning  to  a  fair  trial ;  if  negatived,  the  country  would 
underftand  that  peace  was  as  far  off  as  ever,  and  that  the  war 
was  ftill,  in  iziky  carried  pn  to  change  -the  Government  of 
France. 

This. brought  on  a  warm  altercation^  and  particularly  be^ 
tween  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Windham, 

The  addition  propofed  by  Mr.  Sheiidan  was— »• 

<<  And  that  this  Houfe  are  not  of  opinion,  that  there  are  circumftancn 
in  the  prefent  exiAing  Goveininent  of  France  which  pieclude  all  negotia- 
tion with  the  faid  Government,  or  render  it  incapable  of  maintaining  the 
Hccuftomed  rdationi  of  peace  and  amity  witbotb^r  countriei/* 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

The  HQufe/  at  five  in  the  morning,  adjourned,  till  Wedv 
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Lifl  of  the  Minority  en  fte  foUovfit^  Motion  of  Mr,  Grey^  on  Monday 
fhe  26th  January t'^**  That  the  cxtftence  of  the  prefent  Gorern* 
ment  of  France  ought  nottoheconfideredasprecludixigi  at  this 
timei  a  Negotiation  for  Peace.'' 


Anfon,  Thomas         Litchfield 
Antonie,  Lee  Great  Marlow 

Aubrey,  Sir  John      Clithcro 
Piinkes,  Henry  CorffCaftlc 

Barrham»  J.  r.         Stock  bridge 
Baring,  Sir  Franclii  Wycombe 
Baring,  }jhn  Exccer 

Bouverie,  Hon.  £^     Northampton 
Boiiverie,  Hon.  W.  Old  Sarum 
Bradyll,  Wiifon         Carlifle 
BuUtr,  James  Exeter 

Burch,  J.  R.  Thetford 

^yng,  George  Middlefex 

Church,  J.  B.  Wtndover 

Clayton,  Sir  R.         Blechingiy 
Coke,  T.  W.  Norfolk  Co. 

Coke,  Edward  Dprby 

Coke,  D.  Parker      Nottingham 
Colhoun,  William     Bedford 
Courtcnay,  John       Tamworth 
Coxe,  H.  Hippeflcy  Somerfet  Cp. 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C.      Sudbury 
Crewe,  John  Cbeftcr  Co. 

Curwcn,  J.  Chriftian  Carlifle 
Bayers,  Sir  Charles  Bury 
JOimfdale,  Baron        Hertford 
Dolben,  Sir  W,         Oxford     Uni- 

verfity 
Pundat,  Charles        Berklhire  Co. 
Irlkine,  Hon.  T.      Portlinouth 
Feathcrfton,  Sir  H.    Ditto 
Fitipatrick,  General  Taviftock 
pietcher.  Sir  Henry    Cumberland 

County 
foley,  Hon. Ed  ward  Worcefter  Co. 
Folkes,  Sir  M.  B.     King's  Lynn 
Fox,  Rt.  Hon.  C.J.  Wcttminller 
Francis,  Philip  Blechingiy 

plover,  Richard        P^iriih 
Grey,  Charles  Northumber- 

laqd  Co. 
Harcourt,  John         Tlchefter 
Hare,  James  Knareiborough 

Harrifon,  John  Great  Grimlby 

JliU,  Sir  Richard        Salop  County 
fioward,  Henry         Arundel 


Hufley,  William        New  Sarum 
Jckyll,  Jofeph  Catae 

Jenroife,  C.  Jerroife  Yarmouth,  Ifle 

ofWight 
Kemp,  Thomas         Lewes 
Knight,  R.  Payne    Ludlow 
Ladbroke,  Robert     Oakhamptoa 
Lambton,  W.  H.      Durham 
Langfton,  John  Bridgewater 

Lechmere,  Edmund  Worcefter 
Lemon,  Sir  W.        Cornwall  Co* 
Long,  Samuel  {Ichefter 

Ludlow,  Earl  HuntingdonCo 

M'Leod,  Col.  N.       Invemefs  Co. 
Maitland,  Hon.  T.  Jedburgh 
Martin,  James  Tewke&ury 

MUbanke,  Ralph      Durham  Co.     . 
Milnpr ,  Sir  W.  York 

Moftyn.  Sir  R.  Flint  Coun^ 

North,  Dudley  GrcatOrimftiy 

Peirfe,  Hmry  Northallerton 

Plumer,  William      Hertford  Co, 
Powlett,  Powlett       Totnefs 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John  Appleby 
RIdlty,  Sir  M.  W.  Newcaftlc 
Ruflrel,Lonl  William  Surrey  Coudtf 
St.  John,  St.  Andrew  Bedford  Co. 
Sheridan,  R.  B.        Staffond 
Smith,  William         Camelfoxd 
Spencer,  Lord  R.      Wareham 
Srurt,  Charles  Bridport 

Tarieton,  General     Liverpool    ' 
Taylor,  Clement        Maidftone 
Thornton,  Heni7  J.  Southwark 
Thorold,  Sir  John     Lincoln  Co* 
To%vnnicnd,  Lord  J.  Knareiborough 
VanHttart,  George,    Berkfliire  Co, 
Vyner,  Robert  Thirflc 

Walwyn,  James        Hereford 
Wharton,  John         Beverly 
Whitbread,  S.  jun.   Bedford 
Whitmore,  Thomas  Bridgnorth 
Wilberforce,  W.        York  County 
Wilbiaham,  R.         Bodmyn 
Wynne,  R.  W.         Denbigh  Co* 
Wyndham,l|oD.P.C.Midhurft      , 


tellers; 


Sheridan»  H*  B.. 


I         Whitbread,  S.  jun, 
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Second  Divifion  on  Nfr.  Wilbcr force's  Amemimenty  in  addition  to 
the  above-mentioned  Gentlemen. 


Bondy  John 
Ford,  Sir  Francis 

Gonlony  James 


CorffCaftle 
Nc\RrcalUe  Un- 

d(  r  Line 
Truro 


Mills,  WiHIam  St.  Ives 

Powiett,  Charkt  Trura'- 

Salufbury,  Robert  MoDmouthCo. 

Wilmot,  John  Coventry, 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  27. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  infpeft  precedcfits  rcfpcdiiig 
the  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Ha(UngS|  re- 
ported progrcfs. 

MOTION  FOR  PEACE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

27jitf  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe,  he  faid,  in  purfuance  of  the  Jio- 
ticc  which  he  had  given  on  a  former  day.  He  declared  he 
felt  fo  deeply  impreflcd  by  the  magnitude  of  the  fubject  which 
he  had  to  bring  before  their  Lordfhips,  as  aSeGing  the  ftatc  of 
Eutope,  and  the  happinefs  of  millions,  that,  whilft  he  called 
the  attention  of  their  liordfliips  to  the  importiince  of  the  oc- 
caGon,  he  felt  it  neceflary  to  claim  a  particular  degree  of  in- 
dulgence for  himfclf.  The  motion  which  he  ihould  have  the 
honour  to  offer  before  he  fat  down,  had  been  for  (bme  time 
before  the  Houfe,  and  then  laid  on  their  Lordfliips  t.)ble  \  but 
as  it  might  not  have  been  read  by  fome  of  their  Lordihtps,  he 
(hottkl  take  the  liberty  to  reftatc  it.  His  motion  was  to  the 
following  tenor : 

'<  Tb»t  no  form  of  g^vemraent  which  may  prenrail  in  Fnince,  fliould 
prechide  a  negotiaiion,  or  prevent  a  peace,  when  the  latter  could  be  made 
conirttentl}'  with  the  imcrcft,  the  honour,  and  the  fccivrity  6f  thi«  country." 

His  Majefty's  minifters  had  informed  Parliament  that  th« 
war  was  to  be  continued  ;  it  became  therefore  cflentially  n^ 
ceflary  that  their  LordOiips  (hould  clearly  undcrftand  upon 
what  plan  they  were  to  continue  the- war  in  future  ;  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  ought  to  be  dillin£tly  told  what  they  were 
fighting  for ;  and  it  was  likewife  necefiary  that  the  people  of 
France  fliould  know  what  they  were  fighting  againft.  If  their 
Lordfliips  ihould  think  fit  to  negative  his  motion,  they  would 
render  the  profpet^  of  peace  more  dillant  than  even  the  pro- ' 
ceedings  of  minifters,  or  more  particularly  their  language 
and  the  language  of  their  friends.    That  langu^e  the  French 

muft 
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ntuft  have  heard,  and  it  would  well  become*  their  Lordfliipa 
wifdom  to  obviate,  by  their  votes,  the  ill  efFefts  fuch  language 
evidently  tended  to  produce.  It  would  well  become  them  to 
(hew  the  people  of  this  country,  and  the  world  at  large,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  not  a  party  to  the  violence  which  the 
language  of  miniftcrs  was  calculated  to  excite.  Their  Lord- 
fhips  had  never  held  fuch  language,  and  therefore  he  was  not 
calling  upon  them  to  contradidl  themfelvcs,  by  alking  them  to 
difavow  it.  To  do  this  appeared  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  at 
the  prefenc  moment,  in' order  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  calamities 
which  it  had  brought  upon  Europe.  Their  Lordftiips  had 
often  heard  it  aflerted,  that  this  was  a  war  ufque  ad  tnternec'iO' 
nem — language  unfit  for  tlic  mod  barbarous  times ;  a  fenti- 
ment  fo  fraught  with  cruelty,  and  fo  dangerous  to  the 
principles  of  all  good  government,  that  to  call'  upon  their 
Lordiliips  tocontradift  it,  was  to  call  upon  their  policy,  as 
well  as  their  jufticc. 

The  war,  in  its  commencement,  he  admitted  to  have  been 
popular  \  it  was  undoubtedly  approved  of  by  a  great  majori- 
ty ;  but  that  majority  had  been  obtained  by  delufion,  and  fuc- 
cefsful  attempts  to  captivate  the  paffions,  the  better  to  miflead 
the  judgment  of  the  people.  The  fame  means  were  (lill  em- 
ployed to  impede  the  increafing  unpopularity  of  the  war,  but 
could  not,  as  their  Lordfhips  mud  feel,  operate  much  longer ; 
the  countrj  being  at  length  roufed  by  a  fenfe  of  the  dangerous 
confcqucnces  which  the  war  had  produced,  and  giving  mani- 
feft  figns  of  a  pretty  general  wifli  for  its  conclunon.  Thofe 
who  were  againft  tak'ng  any  fteps  towards  peace,,  had  con- 
tended, that  to  do  fo  would  tie  up  the  hands  of  miniflers,  and 
oblige  them  to  accept  of  whatever  terms  the  enemy  thought 
fit  to  grant.  His  motion  had  no  fuch  tendency  •,  all  he  alked 
their  Lordihips  to  declare  was,  that  they  were  ready  to  .iccede 
to  peace,  ab  foon  as  it  could  be  obtained  with  fafety  to  the  in- 
tcrefts  of  the  country  and  with  honour.  He  was  aware  that 
the  fame  delufions  would  be  again  attempted  to  impofe  upon 
their  Lordfhips  judgment,  the  fame  excitements  to  roufc 
their  paffipns.  They  would  be  told,  that,  although  peace  was 
highly  dcrir2able,this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  obtaining  iN 
His  motion  would  bind  their  Lordfhips  to  no  particular  time, 
but  leave  both  time  and  terms  to  the  difcretion  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  miniftcrs,  who  were  refponfible  for  their  cxcrcilc  of  that 
difcretion. 

The  arguments  commonly  urged  againft  every  pvopofition 
tending  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of  peace,  were — that   no 

Eeace  concluded  with  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France  could 
e  permanent  >   that  to //^  for  peace  would  be  as  injurious  to 

our 
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oar  intercft  as  jnconfiftent  with  our  honour*  No  man  who 
T^coitiiTiendcd  removing  the  obftaclcs  to  peace  had  ever  pro-» 
pofed  fuing  *1br  it  \  no  man  had  ever  uttered  the  word.  Mueh 
as  he  thought  peace  to  be  deCred,  he  would  fcom  to  fue  for  it. 
The  ddnger  to  this  country,  from  the  introduAion  of  French 
priirctpleS)  was  next  alleged :  Our  allies,  it  was  faid,  were 
preparing  to  make  greater  exertions  |  and  the  delperate  fitua«* 
tUn^of  tne  French  hnances  rendered  it  impoifible  for  chem  ta 
continue  the  war  on  the  fame  extended  fcale  of  vigour^  as  they 
had  hitherto  done,  to  which  it  had  been  owing  tluit  they  were 
enabled  to  baffle  our  ciForts.  Confcious  of  the  infufficicncy  of" 
their  own  argumentSt  miniilers  reforted  to  another  expedient^ 
llnd  attacked  the  pailtons  of  their  Lordfliips,  by  telling  them 
that  the  war  was  the  caufe  of  humanity,  of  religion,  and  o( 
God. 

To  negotiate,  minifters  faid,  would  be  difhonourable.  How^ 
they  aikcd»  could  we  make  the  firft  overtures  for  peace,  wheit 
it  was  notorious  that  the  French  had  been  the  aggreflbrs  I 
Tlie  queftion  of  aggrcffion  was  by  no  means  fo  clear  as  they 
chofe  to  reprcfcnt  it;  but  admitting  it,  for  the  Hike  of  argument^ 
to  be  fo,  let  their  T^ordftiips  confider  what  cndlefs  fcenes  of 
blood  Europe  muft  have  exhibited,  had  it  been  the  predomi- 
nant principle  of  courts  that  no  ilate  could,  without  diQio- 
nour,  manifefl  a  difpofition  to  peace,  unlefs  it  had  been  the 
aggreFor  in  the  commencement  of  war.  We  had  often  offer- 
ed to  treat  when  our  arms  were  fucccfsful,  although  we  had 
not  been  the  aggrcflbrs  ;  and  in  the  American  war,  which  was 
unfQccefsful,  we  had  even  fufpended  ofFenfivc  operations  as  a 
prelinuiiary  to  negotiation.  To  prove  that  the  French  had 
been  the  aggrcflbrs,  the  decree  of  November  19,  1792,  had 
been  much  infiftcd  upon ;  and  the  argument  came  with  grcatcif 
weight  from  being  Urged  foon  after  their  LordQiips,  in  a  du* 
tiful  Addrefs,  had  expreflcd  their  fatisfaftion  in  hearing  of  a 
Speech  from  die  Thrt)ne,  in  which  his  Majcfty  told  them  that 
he  had  carefully  abftained  from  all  interference  in  the  affairs  of 
France,  and,  in  the  difputes  between  the  Continental  Powers* 
obfervcd  a  drift  neutrality.  lie  was  ready  to  admit  that  we 
had  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  France^ 
if  the  French  declared  an  intention  of  interfering  in  ours. 
But  let  their  Lordfhips  call  to  mind  how  anxious  the  French 
had  been  to  rctraft  this  declaration,  and  to  do  it  away.  Their 
MiniHer  for  Foreign  Affairs  offered  any  explanation  that  might 
be  required.  The  fame  inclination  was  (hewn  by  fpecches  in 
the  Convention.  After  a  fpeech  by  Danton,  fetting  forthy 
that,  although  friends  to  the  liberty  of  all  mankind,  they 
ought  to  corrcft  the  errors  of  momentary  enthuCafm,  a  decree 
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was  paflcd,- declaring  that  tlic  French  wouW  not  interfere  in 
the  government  of  other  countries  ;  and  in  their  new  confti*» 
fution  anarticJewas  inferted,  thatthey  would  not  interierc  in 
the  government  of  any  other  people,,  nor  fuSer  a?iy  other  peo* 
pie  to  interfere  in  theirs*  They  had  therefore  renounced  this 
offenfive  principle^  and  we  ought  to  do  fo  too- 

The  Duke  produced  a  few  (hort  documents  in  fupport  df  hit 
argument,  which  he  read  at  the  table,  particularly  an  extrad 
from  Danton's  fpecch,  and  the  decree  that  followed  it. 

In  anfwer  to  die  aflertioii  that  no  permanent  peace  could  be 
made  with  the  prefcnt  French  Government,  he  was  almoft 
aftiamed  to  ftate  what  he  had  formerly  urged,  but  with  fo  little 
impreffion,  that  none  of  their  Lordfhips  thought  it  even  worthy 
of  being  refuted.  He  thought  it,  however,  fo  condufive,  that 
till  be  could  fo  far  call  their  Lordfhips  attention  to  it  as  to  re- 
ceive an  anfwer,  he  (houTd  not  ceafe  to  urge  it ; — when  re*" 
fmed,  he  {hould  bow  with  fubmllTion  to  better  reafoning  than 
his  own.  What  was  meant,  he  would  a(k,  by  a  permanent 
peace  ?  Where,  in  thic  hiftory  of  Europe,  was  a  finglc  in- 
ftance  of  a  permanent  peace  to  be  found,  in  the  abfolute  fenfe 
of  the  word  ?  A  permanent  peace,  in  any  rational  and  prac-* 
tical  acceptation  of  the  term,  was  a  peace  on  fuch  conditions 
as  each  of  the  contracting  parties  had  a  right  to  cxpcCt,  and 
was  confequently  likely  to  prove  mutually  fatisfaAory.  An 
equitable  peace  was  the  only  one  likely  to  be  permanent ;  a  na-^ 
tioa»  compelled  to  accept  of  any  other,  fmarting  under  a  fenfe 
of  injury,  would  obferve  it  no  longer  than  weaknefs.and  ne- 
ceflity  compelled.  Were  he  to  argue  on  relative  permanence^ 
fae  Ihoiild  think  it  more  probable  that  peace  with  a  republic 
tnuft  be  lading  than  with  a  monarchy  either  abfolute  or  limit- 
ed. In  a  republic,  the  queftign  of  peace  or  war  muft  be  ex- 
amined by  manv  minds,  it  muft  be  debated  ;  whereas,  in  a 
monarchy,  one  individual  might  decide  :  And  while  human 
judgment  was  liable  to  miftake,  the  decifion  of  one  muft  be  lefs 
to  be  relied  upon  than  that  of  the  many.  Not  that  a  monarch 
is  to  be  fo  fufpejied  of  contempt  and  difregard  of  his  people 
as  to  fquander  incontiderately  their  treafure  and  their  Mood  ^ 
hut  as  monarchs  are  but  men,  heated  by  the  fame  imnginattoHf 
and  hurried  on  by  the  fame  paflions,  alike  the  flaves  of  their 
caprices  and  their  pride,  there  muft  aiTuredly  be  lefs  reftric- 
tion  and  more  danger. 

Their  Lordfhips  were  exhorted'to  pcrfiwere  in  the  war,  he* 

caufe  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  introdu<3ion 

of  French  principles.  .  Were  Englifhmen^  then«  (b  difaifefled 

to  the  conftitution  ?  were  they,  fo  partial  to  the  inftitutions  of 

Voir«  I.  3 1  other 
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Other  countries  in  preference  to  ihofc  of  their  own,  as  tobe  readf 
to  abandon  them  on  t4ie  firft  fuggeilion  ?     But  it  was  faid,  that 
French  Jacobins  would  come  into  this  country. — Who   were 
thefe   Jacobins  ?     Were  they  the  Members  of  the  Jacobta 
Club  ?  or  was.it  meant  to  brand  the  whole  people   of  France 
with  th%:   name   of  Jacobin  i     In  what  fituation  would   the 
French  Jacobin  come  here  ?     Was  there  any  thing  fo  peculiar- 
ly captivating  in  his  language  or  addrefsy  as  to  make  him  fos* 
midable  ?     He  mud  tell  the  people  of  this  country,  ^  Do  as 
we  have  done  in  France  ;  deihoy  your  monarchy  ;  abolifh  the 
Houfc  of  Lords,  difmifs  the  Houfe  of  G>mmonS)  fwcep  awsf 
all  your  ancient  intlitucions>  and  eftablilh  liberty  and  equality." 
The  Englifhman  would  hardly  be  fo  dull   as  not  to  afk, — 
'*  What  have  youcllabliflied  in  the  room  of  all  you  have  abo* 
llflied  ?  and  how  do  you  know  that  what  you  promife  would 
be  better  than  what  I  poflefs  ?"     He  would  afk— *'  How  came 
you  to  forfake  all  the  blefTings  of  your  own  liberty,  to  come 
here,  where  you  fay  there  is  none  r"     If  the  Jacobin  (hould 
reply  that  his  univctfal  philanthropy  had  ittduced  hira  to  bo> 
come  a  voluntary  exile,  to  reliuquilli  the  blefllngs  of  liberty  at 
home,  in  order  to  preach  liberty  to  (Irangers,  the  Englifimiaa 
would  probably  alk — "  What  have  you  gained  by  your  liberty, 
and  what  have  you  fuiFercd  ?     Is  not  your  agriculture  inv- 
paired,  your  man ufaftures  and  commerce  ruined,  poverty  and 
want  brought  upon  your  citizens,  who  have  furvivcd  the  prj^ 
fons,  or  efcaped  the  executions  and  the  flaughter  to  which  you 
liavc  been   led  without  diftinelion  ?     Do  you  not  at  prefent 
mourn  the  lofs  of  friends  or   relations,  who  have  fallen  by 
the  hands  of  the  executionerj  or  the  fword  of  the  enemy?'*— 
He  had  hcird  much  of  the  introduflion  of  French  money 
.into  this  country,  by  Jacobins.     The  deilru&ion  of  the  Jaco- 
bins at  Paris,  was  once  faid  to  be  the  objefk  of  the  wan     That 
was  now  cn*e£i:ed,  for  the  Convention  had  ihut  up  the  HalU 
and  decreed  that  the  Club  fliould  meet  no  more.     Where  were 
thefc   Jacobins  to  get  the  money  ?     If  the  (ituation  of  France 
were  fuch  as  rainifters  defcribed  it,  even  the  government  could 
not  afford  to  fend  money  out  of  the  country.     But  were  the 
people  of  this  country  to  be  calumniated,  were  their  feelings 
and  their  undcrilandings  to  be  infulted,  by  fuggelling  that  they 
were  fo  eafily  to  be  brought  out  of  their  principles,  and  out  ojf 
their  attachment  to  the  inlUtutions  of  their  anceftors  ? 

The  next  argument  for  perfifling  in  t!>e  war  was  drawn  from 
the  invigorated  exertions  to  be  made  by  our  allies,  and  the 
defperatc  ftate  of  the  French  fmances.  Much  more  vigorous 
than  thofe  we  had  liitherto  experienced  muil  be  the  exertions 

of 
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of  our  allies  in  order  to  be  of  much  avail.  Need  he  remind 
their  Lordfliips  that  they  did  not  now  hear  fuch  arguments  for 
thefirft  time  \  that  they  had  heard  them  often,  and  been  re- 
peatedly deceived  ?  Every  one  of  the  declarations  made  by 
fninifterS)  had  been  contradicted  by  events.  This  did  not  reft 
on  his  aiTcrtion.  Let  their  Lordfhips  look  at  the  proceedings 
in  the  Diet  of  Ratin)on.  There  they  would  find  that  the 
principal  members  of  the  Germanic  Body,  far  from  being  in  a 
condition  to  make  more  vigorous  exertions,  were  convinced  of 
the  oeceffity  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  peace.  Even  the  Em- 
peror, in  his  character  of  Duke  of  Auftria,  did  not  fcem 
averfe  to  peace,  although  his  minifters  did  not  diredlly  accede 
to  the  refolution.  They  propofed  a  middle  courfc,  viz.  that 
the  whole  ihould  be  referred  to  the  Emperor,  as  head  of  the 
Germanic  Body.  The  Emperor  did  not  therefore  oppofe  a 
proportion  for  peace  ;  he  only  wifhed  the  time  r4nd  the  mode 
to  be  referred  to  himfelf.  For  this  there  might  be  weighty 
reafons.  He  had  not  yet  got  the  fix  millions  our  minifters  had 
engaged  to  lend  him.  When  he  was  fure  of  the  money,  he 
might  then  think  it  a  fit  time  to  open  negoti.uions.  Even  the 
King  ofPruflia  had  acceded  to  the  pacific  refohition,  which 
was  drar/n  up  in  the.  ftrongcft  and  nioit  explicit  terms.  Could 
their  Lordships  hope  for  greater  exertions  on  the  part  of  thefc 
allies?  Even  if  they  were  willing,  it  was  obvious  that  they 
were  not  able,  and  that  their  fituations  and  profpetls,  if  the 
war  muft  be  continued,  were  much  more  defpcratc  than  at  the 
commencement  of  either  of  the  former  campaigns*  With  re- 
fpcft  to  the  finances  of  France,  he  did  not  pretend  to  pofTefs 
fufficient  information  for  fuch  a  detail,  as  it  would  become 
him  to  fubmit  in  argument  to  their  LordQiips;  but  his  general 
-conclufion  was,  that  they  were  not  exhauftcd,  as  miniilers 
wiflied  us  to  believe.  Suppofing  them,  however,  to  be  nearly 
cxhaufted,  could  we  ruin  them  ?  Ceitainly  not.  While 
there  was  property  in  the  country,  the  government  would  find 
means  to  get  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  maiutaining  their  armies  ; 
while  the  people  were  convinced,  tliat  the  war  was  a  war  of 
extermination,  or  unconditional  fubmilTion  to  the  will  of  a 
foreign  enemy,  they  would  facrifice  their  property  ;  nor  was 
there  one  of  their  Lordlhips,  he  was  cor.vinced,  who  would 
not  give  up  nine-tenths  of  all  he  po  lie  Acs,  in  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  liberties  of  himielf  in  common  with  thofo 
of  the  reft  of  the  people.  If  we  could  not  ruin  them  in 
finance,  could  wc  hope  to  outnumber  them  }  '1  heir  population 
was  one  fcventh  of  all  Europe  y  and  add  to  this  the  actjuifition 
they  had  made,  with  the  pofleffion  of  Holland,  where  they 
had  not  entered  *ns  an  enemy,  but  been  received  as  an  ally  4 

3^2  whexc 
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where  it  was  well  known  that  the  majority  of  the  people  were 
their  friends  i  where  they  would  receive  fubftantial  co-opera<> 
tion,  inilead  of  having  to  retain  the  country  as  a  conqueiL 

WJben  be  came  to  examine  the  other  arguments,  his  Grace 
faid>  he  found  only  attempts  to  excite  their  Lordibips  paf- 
fioos.  He  had  heard  their  feelings. played  upon,  by  telling 
ftbem  that  they  were  embarked  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  zod 
o£  God.  When  we  firft  embarked  in  the  war,  it  might  per- 
haps have  been  thought  the  caufe  of  humanity,  although  he 
had  never  thought  it  fo.  It  might  have  been  imagined  that 
we  undertook  ic  to  fave  the  life  of  an  unfortunate,  but  m«ch 
to  be  lamented  Monarch.  Soon,  however,  were  we  undc^ 
ceived,  and  great  reafon  had  we  to  fear  that  our  attempt  to 
fave,  accelerated  t]\c  cruel  event  we  deplored.  But  could  it 
now  be  called  a  war  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  ?  Minifters  had 
declared  the  clK^Os  of  our  hoilility.  It  had  produced,  they 
faid,  the  fyftcin  of  terror,,  at  which  they  railed,  and  juftly 
railed.  It  had  produced  the  depreciation  of  affignats,  and 
that  produced  the  fydem  of  fear,  with  all  its  horrid  train  of 
imprifonment,  rapine,  infurreclion,  murder;  and  maflacre. 
They  muft  then  admit,  that  their  policy  had  aggravated  the 
evils  they  took  up  arms  to  prevent ;  that  it  had  fpread  fear, 
oppreflion,  and  blood,  over  the  face  of  France.  If  their 
fyftem  of  war  h.  d  made  all  this  neceflary  let  them  not  boaft 
of  it  y  let  it  no  more  be  called  a  war  of  humanity.  Was 
the  death  of  fifty  thoufand  Britiih  fubje£ts  who  had  fallen  in 
the  war,  of  the  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  innocent  foldien 
on  all  fides,  for  to  the  foldiers  could  not  be  imputed  the  gvtk 
of  the  leaders  they  obeyed,  a  circumft^nce  favourable  to  the 
caufe  of  humanity  ? 

Lafl  year  it  was  faid,  the  fyftem  of  terror  could  not  lad, 
and  the  prediction  had  been  fulfilled.  This  year,,  a  new  fet 
of  mtn  were  in  poiil-flion  of  the  French  government,  a  new 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  a£^ing  on  new  principles — and 
minifters  faid  the  fyllem  of  moderation  could  not  iaft.  A 
Committee  of  Government  receiving  fo  many  new  members 
every  month  in  the  room  of  others  going  out  by  rotation, 
that  men  mij^ht  not  be  tempted  to  commit  crimes  from  the 
hope  of  impunity  in  the  permanence  ol  their  power,  was 
fomething  they  could  not  poffibly,  endure.  Here,  and  he 
gave  them  credit  for  it,  they  Teemed  to  be  actuated  by  iellow. 
feeling.  They  could  not  but  look  upon  a  chan^je  of  minif- 
ters aa  a  thing  to  be  deprecated,  as  an  evil  never  to  be  too 
much  guarded  againft,  however  incapable  or  mifchievous 
thofc  mininera  might  be.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
the  prcfsnt  ftali  of  Francs  was  preferable  to  that  in  which  it 

bad 
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bad  been  very  lately.  Surely  this  was  a  cricumftance  for 
buixianity  ta  rejoice  in.  But  what  was  the  language  of  our 
humanity  i  We  faw  a  nation  emerging  from  guilt  and  bloody 
its  rulers  confeffing,  in  fome  inftances  puniihing,  and  in  many 
endeavouring  to  repair  the  mifchiefs  they  had  done.  Should 
;we  hail  this  as  a  favourable  omen  ?  Should  we  indulge  in 
the  piofpefl  of  reviving  reafon  and  returning  happinefs  ? 
iShould  we  endeavour  to  obviate  any  difficulties  our  own  con- 
dud  may  have  thrown  in  the  way  ? — ♦*•  No,"  faid  minifters> 
**  you  (hall  not  reftore  order  andjulUce,  but  by  our  means  i 
jiothing  ihall  fatisfy  us  but  carrying  war  to  your  frontiers, 
and  famine  to  the  interior."  By  this  courfe  we  fhould  never 
conquer  the  armies  or  the  opinions  of  France ;  but  we  might 
perhaps  regenerate  the  fyftem  of  violence  and  blood.  It  was 
not  in  prefence  of  the  venerable  Bench  (ot  Bifhops)  oppo- 
iite,  that  he  would  fay  much  on  the  other  part  of  this  topic  ; 
but  if  the  principles  in  which  his  youth  had  been  inftru£ted 
.were  true,  it  was  not  for  man  to  aifume  the  office  of  difpen* 
fing  the  vengeance  of  God* 

If  thefe  arguments  had  failed  to  make  an  Impreffion  upqn 
their  Lordfhips,  he  was  convinced  it  muft  be  owing  to  his 
feeble  manner  of  dating  them,  and  not  to  any  defeti  in  the 
arguments  themfclvts.  He  would  add  a  few  words  on  his 
firft  propofition,  that  to  adopt  his  motion  would  tend  to  unite 
all  the  people  of  this  country,  if  the  war  flioukl  continue, 
and  difunite  the  people  of  France.  During  the  domination 
of  Robefpierre,  it  was  often  urged,  that  when  the  terror  of 
)iis  deffiotifm  was  removed,  the  people  would  declare  them- 
felves  in  favour  ol  royalty — that  prediftion,  like  many  others, 
had  failed,  Robefpierre  was  gone — oppreilion  had  no  longer 
fway,  and  the  favourers  of  royalty  were  Icfs  numerous  than 
ever.  During  the  defpotifm  of  Robefpierre,  there  were  con- 
ftant  infurre£iions  quelled  only  by  mafllicres.  Since  thai  pe- 
riod, infurreftion  had  ceafcd  with  the  opprcffion  that  pro- 
voked it.  Even  the  war  in  La  Ven('cj. appeared  to  be  aJmolt 
extinguiflieds  and  that  not  fo  much  by  force  as  by  concili:i- 
tion.  When  we  took  poflefTion  of  Toulon,  and  talked  6f 
carrying  the  war  into  the  mod  difaffccled  pau  of  all  France^ 
when  we  reared  the  ftandard  of  limited  monarchy,  did  the 
people  of  the  country  come  to  join  us  ?  Did  we  not  fooa 
find  that  the  majority,  even  of  the  iuhabitilnts  gf  Toulon 
itfelf,  were  againit  us?  When  General  Wurmfer  penetrated 
into  A 'face,  did  the  people  rife  to  join  him  ? — A  Inlall  party 
negotiating  about  furrenderin;»  Strafburgh,  were  detetled  and 
puniflied.  Did  we  find  royalifts  or  friends  to  our  anr.s  under 
any  dcnprninarioo  in  Flanders  ?    When  DumoUrier,  the  mod: 
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popular  General  the  rcvo!uri?narr  army  had  then  known^ 
agreed  to  join  the  allies,  !iow  many  foUowcd  him  ?— A  fiogle 
regiment.  Generals  had  been  removed,  accufed,  and  ex- 
ecuted 5  erery  thinjx,  as  far  as  related  to  their  more  faroarite 
leaders,  had  been  done  by  the  Convention  to  difguft  the  ar- 
mies ;  yet  in  no  indance  had  they  abated  of  that  enthufiafm 
for  fighting  againft  the  common  enemy,  which  the  idea  that 
thdr  country  was  attacked  in  order  to  be  conquered,  naturally 
infpircd.  While  wc  left  them  in  polTcflion  of  the  lame  mo- 
tives for  rcfiilance,  the  fame  refinance  they  would  continue 
to  make.  Take  away  the  motive,  and  its  effects  would  foon 
fail.  It  cou'd  not  be  denied  tlut  the  war  was  kfs  popular  in 
this  country  than  it  had  been,  no  matter  to  what  extent;  and 
in  proportion  as  it  became  unpopular,  our  exertions  muft  be 
enfeebled.  There  were  many  who  had  never  given  it  their 
zealous  fupport.  It  was  not  by  the  Lords  or  Commons  rc- 
fuHng  the  luppii-s  that  viperous  exertion  could  ^one  be  rc- 
iirained.  This  thry  could  not  do  but  at  too  great  a  rifle  to 
the  country,  even  for  a  wir  of  which  they  difapproved.  But 
although  ihcy  gave  miniftcrs  the  fu-^plies,  they  miglitnot  girc 
their  active  co-operation  ;  becaufc  that  would  be  approvingr 
of  the  war  in  its  principle,  which  he  would  never  do,  for 
then  he  ihould  be  implicated  in  all  the  butchery,  and  devalua- 
tion, and  flaughter,  to  which  it  had  given  birth.  If  their 
Lordfliips  were  to  take  the  other  courfe,  and  declare  that  they 
fupport ed  t^.e  war  n^jt  for  chant;ing  or  dicVri'^g  foi^ms  of  go- 
vernment fjr  France,  but  to  obtain  cijuitabie  terms  of  peace; 
and  the  French  p'.\)ple,  or  th-'r  rulers,  obdinately  pcrfift  in 
continuing  the  w.u,  whit  feeling  would  a^luare  every  Englifh- 
jr.an,  but  that  we  were  cr\  -"jyjd  i'l  a  war  of  neccinty  ;  that 
wc  were  (i;:hiin;:  for  o'lr  I  *>''r:y,  for  out  cxiC^cnrt  j  and  that 
e"'*ry  faciiii'e  au'  t^\rry  c\  vu^-.x  imiil  be  m.u'^  ?  Inftead  of 
jl^li.'i?  on  wiili  r*  Tkv'^  ,  wh-s  wi»ile  en'.uiy  'i^'^ing  tMi  our 

<i.:e  t.-)-day,  n/.<  .c  po>ij..,/  •..  '  r  .i^Mi;)!^  us  t^-jnv  rrow,  if  the 
l"i(.njli  woi:!d  n  ly  a  i;Ltt..r  jirivc  for  them,  we  Jhould  fii;ht 
r  vr  t^wn  buii  s  like  men  v,')iv>  felt  the  value  of  the  (lake. 
T.je  Liiiiiili  t\\'  ^ps  Iri'l  always  foiiojht,  and  always  would  fight 
hr.iV'.  i\'  ;  bat  ir^.  tir.-;  ci-'-U-  ll  they  iou^ht  not  with  tlie  enthu- 
f'  \«m  wi.ivh  th':  1  -w:  of  li.Krry  infjiircs,  becaufe  they  knew 
Czi  (tT  \\\)2:iY  t'*  V  wjie  n  t  I't'Juing  ;  they  knew  that  they 
'^  -jrc  /i^iui!';^;  n  »;;  ti:  th?  lihv'vry  ot  aiiorh-jr  people.  What 
viMila  [)2  {]-..'  v!.!,r,'*n':o  if  the  i'lencli  were  io  attempt  to  con- 
t^  it-r  lis  ?  H-;  ll^^vill  be  t^>l.i,  pcrl'.aps,  tljat  they  meditated 
ere  a;t'mpt,  -ri  I  i\n.!.Ki'"J  of  fp?':ol-.e.»  'v\  the  Convention  to 
rut  e:Te:t;  of  tl'/ir  ti.ve.irenini;  to  c.ury  llie  war  from  the 
li.-ii.ks  of  ;;jL  IkixLl:  to  tiic  baiiLs  of  ihc  Thames,  and  anni- 
hilate 
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hilate  the  Britifh  government.  Let  their  Lordfhips  call  to  mind 
fpeeches  they  had  heard  in  that  Houfe  as  bitter  and  as  ex- 
travagant, and  then  they  would  perhaps  think  that  the  former 
were  meant  as  nothing  more  than  retaliation  for  the  latter. 
All  the  former  language  of  minifters  hekLout,  that  wc  would 
never  treat  till  the  Jacobins  were  deftroyed.  The  Jacobins 
were  deftroyed,  and  ftill  we  would  not  treat.  What  could 
the  people  of  France  'or  England  infer  from  all  this,  but 
that  we  would  never  treat  till  we  were  allowed  to  di(^ate  i 
The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  faid,  that  he  would  not 
Tcfufe  to  treat  with  a  good  republican  government  in  France  ; 
but' how  were  the  French  to  difcover  what  ha  would  think  a 
good  republican  government,  or  how  could  they  form  it,  if 
wc  continued  to  prefs  them  by  war  ?  They  themfelves  had 
faid  that  they  would  poftpone  forming  the  important  parts  of 
.their  government  till  peace.  Were  their  prefent  revolutionary 
government  10  be  deftroyed,  they  would  then  have  ncae; 
would  we  treat  with  them  in  that  Gtuation  ?  As  the  war 
.became  unpopular  at  home,  as  their  Lordfliips  muft  fee  it  was 
daily  doing,  our  energy  in  the  profccution  of  it  would  de- 
■cline,  for  it  was  not  the  money  of  a  country,  but  the  hands 
and  hearts  of  a  people,  that  gave  vigour  and  exertion*  No 
man  was  energetic  in  a  war  of  which  he  did  not  fee  the  pro- 
bable termination ;  and  who  could  fee  the  termination  of  a 
war,  continued  on  the  principle  of  razing  a  whole  nation 
•from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  If  their  LordOiips  ihould  adopt 
his  motion,  they  Would  convince  the  people  that  the  objeil 
.of  the  French  in  perfifting  in  the  war,  muft  be  to  conquer 
us  $  for  they  h;^d  too  many  fuccefles  on  the  continent  to  need 
.any  more  for  their  own  defence ;  and  then  we  fliould  join  ' 
heart  and  hand  as  one  man,  we  (hould  be  animated  with  equal 
cnthufiafm,  we  fliould  rife  in  a  ny.\U,  Was  there  a  man  fo 
cowardly  of  Ircart,  fo  daftardly  ct  nature,  as  not  then  to  in- 
cur every  faerifice,  to  brave  every  danger  ?  For  his  part,  he 
would  fooncr  lofe  his  life  in  (iefeuding  his  own  lioerty,  thaa 
in  attacking  the  liberty  of  anocher. 

Among  the  arguments  adduced  to  prove  the  bad  ftate  of 
France,  was  the  exceilive  dcariiefs  of  provifions,  in-  confe- 
quence  of  the  depreciation  of  aflignats.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  depreciation  of  aiu^Miars  was  neiiluT  fo  great  in  it- 
felf,  nor  by  any  means  iuch  an  inconvenience  to  the  French 
government,  as.  minifters  contended.  i>ut  were  French  the 
only  aflignats  depreciated  by  the  war  ?  Our  rJTuj[i^ats  were  not 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  but  our  Itocks,  and  ih  ^fc 
had  fuffered  a  depreciation  of  one  tiiird.  Did  wc  build  our 
profpctls  on  the  hcpc  of  a  famine  in  France  ?     God  invert  a 

faiiiinc 
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Ke  zr}i'z.t't  -wz  went  ri  x:o  icai  da«eer  of 
Tciectxn  iV.-j-i.Vi  rrarS  «f  wjc  to  < 
^ec^  of  h^«  tyr.r.^  die  fite  of  ocben.  He  i  ^ 
their  Lcr-i-V.pi  paAocsy  bf  frpcdcstzng  to  &eB  tiK 
tion  of  tbe  Door,  asd  viut  they  had  akeadj  fuflcied  in  i 
leomence  of  the  war ;  be  might  tcii  tbon  wliat  he 
lu<i  w^rn^tTcd,  tf^t  manT  who  betbcc  were  Jbic  to  obtabi  a 
comforubic  fabtolleoce  bf  cm^Aajtocax  ham  the  mansfK- 
turcn,  were  not  now  able  to  get  wbcrrwkhal  to  \mj  them 
bread  i  be  might  tdl  alfo  that  its  tScdt%  bad  been  itnOakf  fek 
by  men  of  another  defcription,  who  bad  firen  Ea^Hh  affi^- 
nat*  depreciate,  thoo^h  ccrtainlf  not  in  an  eqoal  propor- 
tion widi  thofc  of  France;  EnglKb  affignatSy  the  ftxxks^ 
bad  fallen  from  ninetf  per  cent,  to  near  fixtf.  But  be 
fcorned  to  gain  their  aflent  to  any  propofitioii  by  ^featiiig 
their  feelings  when  he  could  not  focceed  by  convincing 
their  uodcrlUndings.  He  condoded  with  moving  his  rzio^ 
Itttion.  f 

Lord  GrenvtlU  began  his  fpeedi  with  complimenting  die 
Koble  Duke  who  had  juft  fat  down^  on  the  candid  and  maiiljr 
way  in  which  he  had  argued  die  grounds  of  his  motion  ;  bat 
before  he  proceeded  to  notice  any  part  of  the  main  fobjeAy 
he  deemed  ic  necciTary  to  give  a  dired  anfwer  to  the  miftate-> 
mcnt  and  mifapprehenfions  which  had  taken  place  with  lefpedk 
to  the  fcntimentB  of  minifters  relative  to  the  war.  They  fa^ 
as  long  ;i8  poflible  endeavoured  to  avoid  hoftilities»  and  had 
at  litd  only  undertaken  them  in  order  to  repel  an  unjuft  s^ 
jtrcdion  on  the  part  of  France.  His  Lordihip  briefly  touched 
on  ibme  of  the  leading  tranfa£tions  that,  have  been  fo  often 
ll'rUcd  by  minidcrs  in  both  Houfes  »s  the  grounds  of  the  war  ^ 
nnd  lifter  having  difpatched  that  preliminarV  of  his  argttme&t, 
he  fviiJ,  he  could  not  by  any  means  bring  nimfelf  to^lieve^ 
that  (he  prcfcnt  was  a  moment  proper  or  convenient  for  this 
country,  under  the  exiiting  circumftanceSi  to  adopt  die  means 
•  of  negotiating^  or  forwardine  negotiation,  by  the  mode  pointed 
out  by  the  Noble  Duke  in  the  prefent  motion.  He  declared, 
that  it  had  never  been  his  opinion^  that  this  country,  tbroafrh 
^  iUbe 


the  medium  of  her  miniftcts  or  executive  government,  diould 
be  bound  or  tied  \ip  from  makit^g  peace  with  France  or  anf 
other  government  with  which  it  w«i  at  War,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  particular  farm  of  that  government,  be  it  called 
republican  or  any  other  name  whatever  5  but  ftill  he  con-, 
tended,  that  it  was  eflentiallv  net^flary  for  thofe  who  havti 
the  adminiftration  of  the  aflairs  of  any  government  in  theiiT 
hands,  to  take  paf trcufar  care«  that  in  all  the  meadites  tht^ 
purfucdj  and  more  partieularly  In  a  cafe  of  fo  momentous  and 
highly  important  a  nature,  as  titat  of  negotiating  a  peace  be- 
tween two  great  and  powerful  nations,  they  fhould  never  for 
a  fingle  moment  permit  to  efcape  their  fight,  that  moft  ne«* 
ccflary  and  important  of  all  concems-^fecurity.  Security 
was  tne  obje<^  which  they  had  uniformly  profefied  to  feek 
from  the  prefeftt  conteft.  This  qucftion  of  iecurity  was  in- 
timately conne£l;ed  with  the  confideration  of  the  fituation  oi 
the  country  with  which  we  were  to  treat.  He  ftill  believed 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  France  were  more  inclined 
to  royalty  than  to  any  other  form  of  government }  and  in  that 
view  it  had  always  appeared  expedient  to  minifters  to  hold 
out  the  idea  of  encouraging  and  ftrengthening  the  party  in 
the  interior  of  France,  who  were  difp<^ed  to  aflift  in  reftorintf 
monarchy.  The  re-eftabli(hmcnt  of  monarchy  in  France  had 
always  been  held  out  both  in  the  opinion  of  individuals,  and 
the  public  declarations  of  Government,  to  prefent  the  mod; 
effeftual  means  of  war,  and  the  moft  probable  hopes  of  peace. 
"What  indeed  had  been  the  origin  of  the  unjuft  aggreftioii 
upon  this  country,  and  what  now  precluded  all  fecurity  iit. 
treating,  but  the  ftate  of  anarchy,  confuflon,  and  diforderf 
in  which  France  was  involved  }  and  which  ^could  only  be  re-» 
medied  by  the  return  of  fome  ftable  form  of  government  ? 
But  though  a  monarchy  would  certainly  be  deemed  preferable^ 
he  defied  any  one  to  produce  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  mU 
nifters,  that  they  never  would  treat  with  any  government^ 
under  whatever  form,  that  was  capable  of  maintaining  thd 
accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries^ 
Lord  Grenville  ftated,  that  in  one  fthfe  he  had  no  obje£lion 
to  adc^t  the  declaration  that  had  been  propofed  by  the  NoUd 
l)uke.  He  had  no  objedion  to  it  as  Rating  a  general  queftiofi 
of  peace  and  war,  but  he  obje£led  to  it  a^ a  fpecific  declaration 
applying  to  the  particular  occafton.  Who  would  poiTibly  differ 
from  tlie  propofition,  that  peace  ought  to  be  fought  whenever 
it  c^uld  be  had  confiftently  with  the  honour  and  fecurity  ol 
the  country  ?  But  the  point  at  iflue  was,  whether  the  ftat€ 
•f  th«  internal  government  formed,  or  ought  to  form,  any 
paft  of  our  confiderationy  before  wd  could  be  induced  to 
Vol.  L  3  K  treat 
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treat  with  any  rational  profpcfk  of  fecurky  I  The  affinnatiTC 
wc  muft  decidedly  admit,  unlefi  wtb  were  prepared  to  fayr 
that  the  fecurity  in  treacingy  depended  not  upon  the  charaAcrs 
of  the  perfons  with  whom  we  (hould  negotiate,  but  wholly 
upon  tlie  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  queftion  appeared  to 
him  of  fo  much  importance,  that  he  thought  k  cflentialt 
diftinaiy  to  ftate  what  were  his  fentiments  on  the  fnbjea. 
The  refolution  of  the  Noble  Duke  was  ntcrely  a  general 
abftra£t  propofition^  which  had  no  reference  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  time,  and  upon  which  it  was  impoflible  ta 
adi.  The  amendment  that  he  (hould  move  would,,  he  £ud^ 
be  as  follows : 

•(  That  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs,  this  ITonfe  fcelt  itfelf  caI1c<f 
itpon  to  declare  its  determinatton  firmly  and  fteadily  to  fupport  his  Majefty 
in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  preicnt  juft  and  neceflaiy  war,  as  alFard- 
Ing,  at  this  time,  the  only  reafoiiBble  cxpeAation  of  permanent  fecurity  and' 
peace  to  this  country  :  And  that,  for  the  atuinment  of  thefe  objcds,  this 
Houfe  relies  with  equal  coftfidence  on  his  Majefty^s  intention  to  employ  ti- 
goroull)  the  force  and  refourres  of  the  country,  in  fupport  of  its  cflentisd  in* 
terefts  ;  and  on  the  deiire  uniformly  manifefted  by  bis  Majefty,  to  t&cB^  » 
pacification  on  juft  and  honourable  grounds  with  any  govenimcnt  in  Trancr,^ 
under  whatever  form,  which  'Aiall  appear  capable  of  maintaining  the  accu  Aoni- 
ed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries/^ 

He  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  was  dire£lly  the  fame  as 
that  moved  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  he  thought 
it  of  importance  to  ftate  precifely  the  fame  words,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  mifconflruflion,  and  that  as  there  was  an  exa£k 
agreement  of  principle,  there  might  likewife  be  the  fame  co- 
incidence of  exprelhon.     His  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  fupport 
the  amendment  he  (hould  move  by  a  long  detail  of  fa£ts  that 
had  taken  place  in  France,  by  an  infinite  variety  of  pointecT 
obfcrvattons  on  thofc  fa£ts,  and  by  flaring  the  dedudions^ 
that  in  his  mind  refulted  naturally  from  the  premifes  fo  laiiT 
down,  in  like  manner  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hacT 
argued  in  fupport  of  the  fame  amendment  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  the  preceding  day.     The  firft  point  to  which  he 
adverted  was,  how  far  France  might  be  diipofed  to  treat  witk 
this  country  ?     And  here  he  referred  to  all  the  fpeeches  \xt 
the  Convention,  to  all  the  declarations  of  their  government,, 
to  all  the  changes  of  their  parties,  which  bore  one  unvarying 
afpe£t  of  hoiiility  to  this  country.     The  next  point  which  he 
proceeded  to  examine  was,  what  dependence  could  be  had 
upon  the  ftability  of  the  party  now  in  jower?     The  mo- 
derantiiUj  he  remaikedi  ftood  between  two  fets  of  adverfaries  v 
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the  firft,  thofc  who  wiOicd  to  follow  up  the  fyftcm  of  modera- 
don,  and  to  reftore  the  reign  of  order,  juftice,  and  religion  $ 
the  others,  thofe  who  wiftied  to  recal  the  fanguinary  fyftcm 
of  terror,  and  to  eftabliih  their  own  authority  on  profcrip- 
tions,  eonfifcations,  and  maflacre.  How  Kttle  reliance  was  to 
-be  placed  on  the  (lability  of  the  Republic,  might  appear  from 
a  cnrcumftance  which  he  had  received  by  his  laft  accounts  from 
Paris.  A  debate  had  taken  place  in  the  Convention,  the  refult 
<of  which  was,  to  fend  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  in  ocder 
afterwards  to  be  fent  to  the  guillotine  (for  the  firft  was  al- 
moft  invariably,  a  few  inftances  only  excepted,  the  certain 
prelude  to  the  latter),  a  man  who  had  publifhed  a  dialogue^ 
Hating  a  doubt  whether  the  majority  of  the  people  of  France 
M'ere  moft  inclined  to  a  monarchy  or  a  republic,  and  pro- 
pofing  that  the  queftion  might  be  fubmitted  to  the  Primary 
-Aflcmblics  for  a  decifion.  How  then  could  it  be  affirmed,  that 
the  people  of  France  were  unanimous  for  a  republic,  when 
the  point  was  called  in  queftion,  even  at  the  gates  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  thofe  who  dared  to  fuggeft  a  doubt  upon  the 
f ubjeft  were  Ukely  to  be  punifhed  with  death  ? 

liis  Lordfhip  enlarged  as  he  proceeded  upon  each  of  thefe 
feparate  points.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  how  far  France 
was  difpofed  to  make  peace,  or  treat  for  it  with  this  country^ 
he  faid,  it  was  evident  from  the  fpeeches  in  the  Convention, 
from  their  decrees  and  declarations,  that  her  profeffions  breathed 
the  moft  inveterate  fpirit  of  hoftility  to  Great  Britain,  and  that 
we  were  fele£led  from  the  mafs  of  the  allies  as  that  power, 
with  which  ftie  would  perfift  in  the  war  with  unremitting 
•malignity.  Talking  of  a  ftate  with  which  it  was  deemed  prac- 
ticable to  makepeace,  "Let  us,"  faid  one  of  their  demagogues, 
**  make  peace  with  that  power, but  let  us  concentrate  our  forces 
for  the  cfeftxudion  of  the  new  Carthage  j  let  amity  be  courted 
with  other  ftates^  but  let  England  be  annihilated.*  In  faft, 
it  was  evident  from  the  terms  of  the  reports  and  arguments 
produced  in  the  Convention,  that  notliing  could  be  further 
from  their  inclination  at  prefent,  than  a  defire  to  flieath  the 
fword  againft  jus  ;  and  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  redu(^ion  of 
all  their  enemies  would  content  the  wild  ambition  that  gene- 
rated their  enthufiafm  and  thek  phrenzy.  With  regard  td 
moderantifm,  which  was  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  rulers  of 
France,  he  certainly  rejoiced  at  ai>y  change  from  the  fyftem  of 
terror  that  had  prevailed  during  the  reign  of  Robefpierre,  the 
mercilefs  author  of  fo  much  maflfacre  of  the  innocent  of  all 
defcriptions,  without  regard  to  fex  oc  age.  But  let  then^ 
recoUeft,  it  had  been  the  invariable  praftice  of  every  new  fct 
-ef  lulers  who  gained  the  fway,  to  overturn  the  fyftem  of  their 
|>redeceirorS|  and  to  undo  all  that  they  had  done.  The  mode. 
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jates  might  (bonly  be  ibrccd  ovt  by  fome  f^ilion  of  a  dtSerect 
turn  of  miudy  and  the  fyilem  of  blood  amd  munier  he  rcrhrcd, 
;witb  addUional  cTueUy  and  horror.  It  coukl  not  therefmr  be 
faid,  that  France  had  yet  a  government  fufficiemly  ftafale  and 
ftttled  to  make  it  fafe  to  treat  at  pircfent.  Paria  was  ftill  d:f- 
Iraded  by  violent  fa^ions  ;  and  the  difficuky^ith  which  that 
nonller  Carder  was  at  length  convi£led  of  hb  enormoiu 
crioies,  for  which  he  at  kit  Icli  the  viflim  of  &e  guillocine, 
Ihewed  that  the  moderates  had  to  refift  very  powerful  parties 
at  prefenty  which  um  .  j  very  favourable  fympton  of  their  per- 
manency as  ruiers  ot  tne  government. 

With  regard  to  the  ftate  of  religion  in  Francc>  it  was  but 
too  clear.  From  the  circumftanec  of  a  writer  htely  liberated 
from  prifon,  who  had  written  upon  the  rel^ton  of  that  coun- 
try, and  faid,  that  the  feafon  of  calamity  and  crimes  nnore 
particularly  inclined  men  to  feek  the  confoUfions  of  religion  ; 
and  that  of  all  countries  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  France  was 
the  country  moft  interefted  to  feek  them,  roffibly  prompted 
by  this,  Gregoire  moved  for  the  toleration  of.  the  Chrittian 
religion.  His  fpeech  received  an  impious  anfwer ;  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  Convention  declared,  that  the  only  fit  religion 
for  a  republic^  was  republicanifm ;  iliey  pafied  to  the  order  of 
the  day  ;  and  immediately  decreed  the  celebration  of  dccadary 
ieftivals,  a  fort  of  Pagan  feafts,  by  which  the  people  were 
taught  to.deride  all  the  ceremonies  of  religt<m  and  chnftianity ; 
and  from  the  benefits  of  the  releafe  granted  to  other  dcfcrip* 
tions  of  prifoners,  the  priefts  were  ftill  excepted. 

He  proceeded  to  prove  from  Camboft's  Reports  ^  the 
Committees  of  the  Convention,  the  declining  ftate  of  th^r  re* 
fources,  and  the  depreciation  of  their  papery  affignats  were  faikn 
15  per  cent,  lower  than  when  they  were  at  75  per  ceat.  Aif^ 
count }  the  (burces  of  their  revenue  were  dried  up;  the  Rianu^* 
fa^rers  of  Lyons,  who  had  once  been  fo  profirable  to  the 
jlate»  had  lately  earned  their  bread  as  labourers,  and  hj  what 
^rt  of  employment  ? — by  demolifliingy  iu  conformity  to  the 
decree  of  the  Convention,  the  houfes  of  that  once  famous  and 
^ulent  city>  His  LordOiip  faid^  the  NoUe  Duke  who  brought 
forward  the  prefent  motion^  had  oekoowledged  with  a  degree 
of  candour  and  manlinefs  which  did  him  the  higheft  honour, 
*^  thathfi  would  be  as  far  as  any  n^an  in  the  kingdom  fiom/mng 
ior  peace  ii'*  whereas  his  Lordfliip  contended  thai!,  in  lua 
opinion,  foi  this  country,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to  ofi^ 
terms  of  negotiation,  would  be  4i(ClQ  ftort  of  doing  what  the 
^oble  Puke  averred,  and  he  rea%  bebe^d  he  would  not  do. 
Would  not,  his  Lordihip  faid,  aor  offer  of  peace,  at  this  mo* 
ment,  ftronglf  foan^  to  iadieate  that  our  iinaoce^  were  ea« 
hMlUd^  and  thai  ve.  were  m  taager  aUe  to  bear  the  burden 
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of  the  war  ?  His  Lordfhip  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  would  ; 
and  fo  far  from  that  being  the  cafe^faid,  he  fpoke  with  the  highefl: 
and  beft*fouDded  exuttation,  when  he  averred  that  our  re- 
fources  were  in  a  ftate  rery  far  preferable  to  thofe  of  the  French, 
For,  whatever  might  be  faid  of  the  reports  of  the  French  Con- 
vention, by  people  in  this  country,  it  was  extremely  evident, 
from  the  words  of  their  own  Members,  that  agriculrure  was  at 
a  Rand,  0ianufa£tures  no  more,  and  commerce  annihilated. 

His  Lordlhip  then  adverted  to  the  report  of  Johannot, 
and  faid  that,  notwithdanding  this  report  held  out  the  re- 
fources  of  the  French  to  amount  to  500,000,000!.  ftcrling,  yet 
their  immenfe  expenditure  had  been  fuch,  during  the  lail  two 
y^rs,  as  to  keep  at  lead  an  equal  pace  with  it  in  magnitude ; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  chief  thing  it  went  to  prove,  was,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  eighteen  months,  by  means  of  the  mod: 
abominable  maflacres  and  profcripiions,  they  had  confifcated, 
and  feized  into  their  hands,  the  enormous  fum  of  300,000,000!. 
tlerling,  over  and  above  what  they  had  got  by  driving  away 
all  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  other  orders,  who  had  in  any 
meafure  or  degree  dtfcount^nanced  their  favourite  and  all- 
mling  fvftem  of  plunder  and  devadation.  This  immenfe  fum^ 
arifing  from  the  property  of  thoufatids  of  innocent  men  they 
inhumanly  treated,  hi®  Lord  (hip  faid,  was  liable  to  the  juft  and 
legal  claims  of  heirs,  executors,  and  adminiftrators  of  the 
miferable  wxetches  ihey  cruelly  robbed,  fcattered  over  almoft 
every  corner  of  the  country.  But  it  bad  been  Taid,  that  thd 
efFe^  of  tlicprefcnt  fyftem  of  moderantifm,  had  been  to  throw 
the  odium  of  all  the  former  cruelties  upon  the  fadion  of  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  to  procure  to  the  exiding  government  the 
afieAion  and  confidence  of  the  people.  But  in  what  were 
their  refources  dated  toconfid?  In  the  immenfe  confifcations 
that  had  taken  place  during  the  prevalence  of  the  fydem  of 
terror — ^confi  feat  ions  not  drawn  from  the  crown*lands,  the 
^hureh^lands,  the  property  of  the  exiled  nobility,  but  from 
tbofe  who  bad  remained  in  the  country,  and  whofe  foie  crime 
it  was  to  be  pofFefled  of  w;ea!th  and  property.  Th€  heirs  of 
thofe  perfons  had  applied  to  the  prefent  rulers  to.  rcdore  their 
property  thus  cruelly  and  urrjudly  taken ;  but  had  been  per- 
emptorily refufed,  and  were  left  to  pine  in  poverty  and  drftrefs 
umidd  thofe  ample  domains  of  which  their  fathers  had  once  been 
the  owners.  Could  tbofe  perfons  be  fuppofed  to  be  attached 
to  the  prefent  government  ?  He  did  not  widi  to  throw  any 
unmerited  ol>k>quy  on  the  new  fydem  j  the  truth  was,^  that  it 
was  much  lets  violent  and  unjnd  than  that  which  it  had  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  fo  far  we  were  in  a  Situation  Icfs  remote  from 
that  in  which  we  might  be  ajble  tp  treat  )¥ith  a  rational  profpeft 
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of  fecurity.  Till  that  period  arriTed,  which  he  yet  conceived, 
to  be  far  diilant,  he  wa4  of  opinion  that  a  vigorous  profecutioa 
of  the  war  was  preferable  to  any  attempt  to  negotiate*  The 
moment  of  ill  fuccefs  was  not  that  in  which  we  ought  to 
folicit  for  peace*  He  remarked  with  much  fatisfa/^ioit  the 
animated  manner  in  which  the  Noble  Duke  had  declared  that* 
be  (hould  fupport.the  war,  if  France  (hould  demand  unreafon- 
able  terms.     Could  flie  in  die  prefent  moment  be  expe^cd  to 

Sropofc  any  terms,  which  an  Englifliman  would  accept,  or  z 
f  ember  of  that  HouTe  advife  to  be  adopted  ?  If  we  Oiould 
make  peace  from  a  fenfe  of  prefent  prefllire,  the  injury  muft 
be  great)  and  the  ipdignity  ftrong,  which  would  again  roufe  us 
to  refcntment.  Bvit  could  we  make  peace  with  any  fenfe  of 
confidence  or  feeling  of  fecurtty  ?  If  in  fuch  circumllances  we 
iliould  treat,  we  (hould  experience  all  the  difficnlties  of  wxr^ 
and  enjoy  none  of  the  advantages  of  peace.  Were  we  pre- 
pared to  ri(k  the  confequences  of  being  again  inundated  by 
French  miflionaTies  and  French  principles  ?  From  the  whole 
view  of  the  fituation  of  both  countries,  he  thought  no  alter* 
native  preferable  to  that  of  a  vigorous  and  fteady  profecution 
of  the  war.  He  was  aware  that  it  might  be  deemed  an  un- 
pleafant  choice  by  many,  whofe  impatience  made  them  forget 
our  fituatjoni  and  that  of  France^  relatively  confidered,  and 
that  a  peace  without  fecurity  would  only  be  a  delufive  and 
dangerous  rqpofe  from  war.  His  Lordfliip  concluded  a  maf- 
terly  fpeech,  unequalled  perhaps  for  the  accuracy  of  its  detail 
and  the  perfpicuous  manner  in  which  frequent  reference  was 
had  to  documents,  without  difturbing  the  clear  (Ifeam  of  ar- 
gument, with  defiring  fome  cxtra£bs  from  the  fpeeches  of  his 
Majeftyt  ^^^  the  aivfwers  of  that  Houfe,  to  be  read  by  the 
clerk.  The  fame  having  being  read,  his  Lordfliip  formally 
moved  the  refolutiop,  whidi  he  had  itated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  fpeech. 

7T>e  Duke  of  Norfolk  rofe  to  offer  a  few  obfervations  that 
occurred  to  his  mind,  in  confequence  of  the  condud  which  the 
Noble  Secretary  of  St^te  had  thought  proper  to  purfue. 
When  he  came  to  the  Houfe  the  Duke  declared  he  expend  to 
have  heard  a  fingle  motion  debated,  he  meant  that  brought 
forward  by  the  Noble  Duke,  and  h^  expe£led  alfo  that  it 
would  have  been  fairly  met,  candidly  argued,  and  finally  diC- 

Jofed  of,  either  by  a  tair  adoption  or  dire£k  negative,  or  elie 
y  the  ufual  mode  of  the  previous  question.  The  jnotion  thus 
brought  forward  by  tbe  Noble  Duke,  his  Grace  faid,  he  be-> 
lieved  had  for  its  fole  obJe£tt  to  do  away  chat  bar  which  feemed 
to  be  laid  in  the  way  oi  peace  by  a  certain  part  of  the  fpeech 
delivered  by  his  Majefty  to  both  tio\^%  of  Parliament,  on  tlie 

firft 


jAv/ir.]         WOODFALL'S  PARLMMENTARY  REPORTS.  4^f 

firft  day  of  the  prefcnt  feffion,  which  conveyed  an  idea  that  no 
peace  could  be  entered  into  with  the  prefcnt  gdvdrntnent  of 
France.  If  this  motion  of  the  Noble  Duke  M'as  to  pafs,  a 
(erious  and  weighty  impediment  to  a  negotiation  for  peace 
would  be  removed.  .On  the  other  hand  the  amendment,  as  i< 
was  termed,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  tmcandid  way'of 
fubdituting  another  motion  by  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  tirft, 
and  in  fome  meafore  to  preclude  any  matter  of  that  import'* 
ance  from  being  difcufled  and  decided  upon,  if  it  came  from 
any  other  quarter  than  minifters  themfehres :  For  thefe  reafons, 
his  Grace  fatd,  he  flwold  give  bis  ftrenuous  fupport  to  the 
original  motion,  at  the  fame  ^ime  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of 
fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  a  few  animadverfions  on  fome  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  the  Noble  Lord  who  oppofed  it. 

A  great  part  of  the  NoUe  Lord's  fpeech,  the  Duke  fatd,  had 
aonGfted  of  declamation  and  invedive  againft  the  Convention 
and  prefent  rulera  of  France.  In  order  to  excite  the  paffions 
pf  their  Lorxlfhips  and. irritate  their  feelings,  he  had  ftated,  in 
proof,  as  he  conGdered  it,  of  their  total  difregard  of  freedom^ 
ef  political  fentime^t,  and  of  '  juftice,  that  a  perfon  had  re- 
cently publiflied  a  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of  a  dialogae,  upon 
the  queftipn  dated  as  the  fubje£):  of  controverfy,  "  Whether 
thq  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  French  peot>le  was  in  favour 
of  a  monarchical  or  a  rq>ublican  form  of  government  ?" 
Which  queftion,  the  author  thought,  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  France,  ought-be  re^rred  to  the  cbnGderatton 
and  declfion  of  the  Primary  Afiemblies ;  And  this  publication, 
his  Lordfhip  had  .faid,  fo  far  excited  tke  indignation  and  pro- 
voked the  vengeance  of  the  Convention,  that  they  decreed  that 
the  author  and  publifher  (hould  be  immediately  arrefted  and 
carried  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  In  this  proceed- 
ing, on  which  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  laid  fo  much  em- 
phafis,  and  feemed  anxious  to  hold  it  out  as  an  objeA  of  ab- 
horrence, his  Grace  faid,  he  faw  nothing  extraordinary.  The 
author  had  been  rafi>  enough  to  oflend  agaiinft  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  being  amenable  to  them  in  common  with  every 
other  fubjeft  of  France,  he  muft  neceflarily  abide  their  juftice. 
But  he  would  bring  the  cafe  home  to  their  Lordfhips,  and  fup- 
pofe  that,  during  the  rebellion  in  1745,  any  writer  had  chofcn 
to  print  a  dialogue  on  the  queftion,  whether  the  King  fliould 
be  fent  back  to  Hanover,  and  that  the  defcendant  of  the  abdi- 
cated and  exiled  prince  of  the  Stuart  line,  (liould  foe  reinftatcd 
upon  tlie  throne  of  his  anceflx)rs  ?  would  not  fuch  an  author 
have  been  inftantly  apprehended  and  tried  for  high  treafon 
for  having  oiFendcd  the  laws  pf  his  country  ?  Or  to  bring  the 
matter  more  immediately  clofc  to  the  prefent  times,  fuppofe 
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that  any  man  were  now  to  write  a  dialo^fne,  to  moot  die 
point,  whether  it  would  be  rooft  advifeable  to  prefenre  the 
prefent  form  of  government,  of  a  iimited  monarchjr^  or  to 
deftroy  the  fettled  conditutibnal  eftabliOiment  of  Kinp,  XiOrdi» 
and  Commons,  atid  introduce  the  principles  and  form  of  the 
republican  government  of  France ;  and  to  ftiggeft  the  pro- 
priety of  fubmitting  fuch  a  queftion  to  the  confideradoo  of 
county  meetings ;  would  not  that  man  be  warrahtabiy  dragged 
to  juftice  ?  There  was  therefore  no  caufe  for  either  iadigoation 
or  furprife,  at  what  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  men* 
tioned  in  terms  of  fo  much  warmth  and  reproach.  An  indi* 
vidua!  had  propagated  do£trine8  dangerous  to  the  exiftio|; 
government ;  and  the  exifting  governmcnty  on  a  priocipk  c^ 
felf-defence»  had  proceeded  to  puniih  the  individual. 

With  regard  to  the  amendment,  he  confidered  it  to  b^  d»i- 
I  gerous  and  equivocal,  while  its  tSeBt  withreknionto  thk  co«n* 

j  try  would  be  nugatory.     It  intimated  that  Great  Britain  woald 

j  not  treat  with  France  under  her  prefent  form  of  go^Femmait, 

although  it  profefled  to  difregard  what  form  of  govenuneat  flie 
1^  aflumed,  and  while  it  prefented  an  ambiguous  meanings  might 

;;  be  made  ufe  of  in  France  by  thofe,  wbofe  imiereft  it  was  to 

continue  the  war,  as  a  pretext  for  their  purpofe  |  and  thus  they 
I  might  inflame  and  irritate  the  people  of  that  couBtty  who 

panted  for  peace,  againft  Great  Biicain,  and  sender  Mgotiation 
ftill  more  difficult  and  diftant :  It  might  alfo  deluge  France 
again  with  blood,  and  hty  the  ground  for  a  new  fcene  of 
maffacre  and  cruelty  of  every  defcription.  Thefe  were  con- 
flderations  for  their  Lordfliips  judgment  and  humanity  to  de* 
cide  upon ;  he  fubmitted  them  therefore,  aa  ccnflderations  na- 
turally refulting  from  th^  terms  and  tendeocv  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  whereas  th^  original  motion,  being  dmple  in  its  ex- 
preflions  and  clear  and  explicit  in  its  meaning,,  could  not  be 
miftaken,  and  was  not  likely  to  produce  any  fuch  ferious  and 
unfortunate  coufequences.  It  was  obviouily  calculated  to 
open  a  door  to  negotiation,  and  to  make  a  treaty  for^  peace, 
whenever  the  fit  moment  fhonld  arrive  for  its  comiicefieement, 
eafy  and  pra£^tcable.  His  Grace  obferved  on  the  inconfiflence 
and  extraordinary  conduct  that  his  Ms^fty's  mimfters  had 
purfued  with  re^£k  to  France  on  the*  particohr  fubjeO  of 
her  form  of  government.  When  France,  fubfequent  to  the 
fubverlion  of  the  old  defpotiGn,  had  fet  up  a  new  coftAitution 
on  the  prkiciplea  of  a  limitsed  monarchy,  (he  was  attacked  by 
•  {xyre\gv\  eiienites  on  that  ground  folely,  who  avowedly  aimect 
at  the  deilruftion  of  the  new  conftitution :  Great  Britain  then 
Itood  bj3  a  paBive  fpc£lator  of  the  conflift  v  but  when  France 
attacked  the  Republic  of  the  Uoited  Provinces,  and  invaded- 

Uolland, 
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Holland,  we  flew  to  the  aid  of  that  republic,  and  have  ever 
fince  been  waging  war  againft  France,  oecaufe  (he  chofe  to 
become  a  republic  herfelf.  ,  So  far  liad  we  carried  this  incon« 
fUlent  principle,  and  fuch  (Irange  arguments  had  been  fet  up 
in  its  juftification,  that  he  (liould  not  at  all  wonder  if  the 
Members  of  the  Convention  were  to  be  at  fonic  pains  to  pro- 
pagate the  idea  in  France,  that  the  King  of  England  was  ob-* 
ftinatelj  bent  on  overturning  their  government  if  he  poflibly 
cbo1d«— an  idea  that  could  not  fail  to  lend  new  zeal  to  their 
cnthufiafm,  and  give  additional  energy  to  their  exertions.  In 
every  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  Duke  faid,  the  original 
motion  appeared  po  him  to  be  preferable  to  the  amendment  i 
the  one  might  produce  the  moft  falutary  efieds,  the  other 
could  onlvincreafe  the  prefent  obftacles  to  negotiation,  and  for 
thefe  realons  he  (hould  vote  for  the  former. 

Tffe  Earl  of  Damley  rofe  as  foon  as  the  Duke  fat  down,  and 
faid  he  wi(hed  to  ofier  his  fentiments  to  their  Lordfiiips,  as  he 
di/Tered  entirely  with  the  two  Noble  Dukes  both  as  to  their 
arguments  and  their  conclufioos  \  it  would  however  t^e  unner 
eeflary  for  him  to  trefpafs  long  upon  their  Lqrdfliips  time  by 
entering  much  at  large  on  the  topics,  that  naturally  prefented 
themfelves  to  his  mind,  and  influenced  him  to  decide  in  favour 
of  the  amendment.  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  gone 
into  the  fubjc6l  fo  deeply,  and  difcufled  every  part  of  it  fo  ably^ 
and  in  his  mind  fo  unanfwerably,  that  there  remaned  b^t  little 
ground  for  further  obfervation,  to  (hew  that  the  circumftancet 
of  the  prefent  times  did  not  reauire  that  fuch  a  propofition 
as  the  Noble  Duke  had  brought  forward,  (hould  now  be  dated 
and  adopted.  Two  ihort  queftions,  in  his  opinion^  his  Lord- 
(hip  faid,  would  ferve  to  overturn  aU  the  arguments  that  had 
been  advanced  in  fupport  of  the  motion:  And  thofe  queftions^ 
although  they  had  been  repeatedly  put,  could  not,  he  believedf 
ealily  be  anlwered.  The  queftions  were,  itt,"  With  whom 
JDiould  they  treat  ?**  And  it  that  could  be  folved,  the  fecond 
was,  "  Who  would  treat  with  them  ?"  His  Lordlhlp  went  into 
a  difcuflion  of  the  merits  of  the  amendment,  which  he  contended 
did  not  aiTert  that  it  would  be  wife  for  the  country  to  exprefs  with 
whom  they  would  treat  under  the  prefent  circumilances  of  th^ 
war.  He  openly  declared,  that  any  fpeciiic  form  af  government 
in  France  was  not  theobjed  of  the  war  on  our  part,  that  we 
(hould  be  ready  to  make  peace,  as  foon  as  it  could  be  mad^ 
confident  with  the  honour,  the  intereft,  aid  the  fecurity  c^ 
Great  Britain.  His  Lordlhlp  declared  he  oDnfidercd  the  priur 
ciples  praftifed  by  the  prefent  rulers  of  France,  rather  as  the 
temporary,  capricious,  and  uncertain  expedients  of  the  mo* 
ment,  adopted  in  times  when  tyranny  and  anafchy  prevailed, 
VdJfc.  I  3  L  than 
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than  as  the  principles  of  any  fettled  fyftem  of  goventmca/^ 
which  proraifed  permanency  and  was  to  be  depended  upon. 
He  pointed  out  therefore  the  extreme  danger  of  negotiating 
with  fuch  rulers,  and  ftrenuoufly  defended  the  line  of  co-oduA 
which  miniilers  had  adopted,  on  which  he  reafoned  for  fcnne 
time,  and  then  €6ncluded  with  declaring  that  he  (hould  vote 
for  the  amendment.^ 

The  £i/bop  of  Lmdaf{Dt.  Watfon)  faid,  that  from  the  re- 

tirednefs  of  his  life  and  the  avocations  of  his  duty,  he   rarely 

took  occaGon  to  trouble  their  Lordfliips,  and  to  occupy  the 

valuable  time  of  the  Houfe  j  at  a  period  however,  fo  awful  as 

the  prefent,  he  could  not  refrain  from  foliciting  their  Lord- 

(hips  attention,  and  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  his  fentiments; 

fentiments  didated  by  no  nice  confidcrations  of  policy,  nor 

by  any  near  acquaintance  with  the  events  which  had  recently 

happened.     His  Lordfhip  declared  that  he  was  induced  to  do 

this,  not  merely  by  his  concern  for  the  paft,  but  by  his  fear 

alfo  for  the  future*     One  of  the  greateft  political  terrors 

that  had  ever  operated  upon  his  mind  was  perhaps  about  to  be 

realized:   Holland  was  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  French;  the 

marine  of  that  country  might  ere  long  be  joined  to  that  of 

France,  and  thus  might  an  immenfe  acceflion  of  ftrength  and 

power  accrue  to  that  already  too  powerful  republic— Widi 

refpeft  to  war  itfclf,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  he  was  aware  that  war 

was  not  direftly  prohibited  by  the  principles  of  either  natural 

or  revealed  religion ;  he  claimed  fome  acquaintance  with  the 

facrcd  writings,  and  although  he  found  that  war  was  not  po- 

fitivcly  prohibited,  yet  few  were  the  wars  which  could  be  con- 

•tiKe'ncioVifly.vdefcribed  as  allowable.     God  had,  indeed,  com- 

Tfiiflioned  the  Ifraelites  to  deftroy  the  people  of  Canaan  for 

their  idolatry  and  abominations;  but  in  the  cafe  of  the  prefent 

war,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  combined  powers  had  been  fo 

commiilioned  to  extirpate  the  people  of  France. 

With  refpedt  to  the  war  in  which  this  country  was  at  pre* 
fent  engaged,  it  had  been  faid  that  it  was  ^^  jujl  and  rifvi^ffary.'* 
On  the  fubjeft  of  the  propriety  of  going  to  war  at  aU,  diere 
exifted  different  opinions ;  for  his  own  part,  he  was  averfe  to 
war  in  general,  and  thought  that  there  could  be  few,  very  few, 
reafons  for  engaging  in  hoftilities.  As  to  the  war  being  juft 
and  neceflary,  that  obfervation  contained  two  propofitions  of  a 
diftind:  nature :  It  was  one  question,  whether  the  war  be  juft, 
and  another,  whether  it  be  neceflviry  y  a  war  might  be  juft,  and  ' 
yet  not  be  neceflary,  though  undoubtedly  no  wftr  could  be  ne- 
ceifary  which  was  not  juft.  Antecedent  to  the  commencement 
of  war,  every  expedient,  he  contended,  (hould  be  tried,  to 
continue  the  good  underftanding  that  might  have  hitherto  fub- 

fiftedj 
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Cided',  peac*  {hould  be  afked  and  rcfufed,and  means  of  con- 
tinuing friendfliip  (hould  be  again  tried  ;  for  no  war  could  be 
juil,  unlefs  its  obje£t  was  indemnification  for  the  pad,  and  fe- 
curity  for  the  future.  Whether  fuch  means  had  been  tried 
with  France,  and  tried  in  vain,  he  knew  not:  Their  Lordfliips 
had  been  aflured  by  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  that  they  had 
been  i.  he  thanked  God  for  it.  He  meant  not  to  impeach  the 
condu£t  of  the  Noble  Secretary,  or  of  any  fet  of  men  what^ 
ever,  nor  (hould  his  mind  be  bialTed  by  any  motives  but  thofe 
of  truth  and  iuftice.  War,  with  rcfpe£t  to  its  juflifiability^ 
like  many  otner  matters,  was  that  on  which  men  would  de- 
cide by  their  moral  and  religious  views  of  the  fubjed. 

His  Lordihip  declared,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  could  not 
but  be  of  opinion,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  the  firft  campaign, 
when  Pruflia  and  Auftria  had  been  baffled  in  the  exertion  of 
their  eiFortsagainfl:  France,  a  glorious  opportunity  offered  for 
Great  Britain  to  have  interfered,  and  have  treated  with  pro- 
priety, dignity,  and  fuccefs.  She  might  have  ftretched  out  her 
arm,  and  have  faid  to  France,  "  You  mutt  retire  within  your 
own  frontiers,  your  acquifitions  muft  be  given  up,  you  mu(b 
abandon  your  fyftem  of  fraternization,  you  mutt  relinquifti 
your  ambitious  and  vifionary  fchemcs  of  aggrandizement;  for 
not  an  acre  of  territory  (hall  you  poflefs  beyond  your  ancient 
limits,  not  an  acre  more  than  you  poffcfled  under  your  mo^ 
narchy :  This  is  neceflary  for  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  You 
arc  at  liberty  to  exercife  the  right  that  every  country  poffcflca 
of  chufmg  for  herfelf  that  fyftem  and  form  of  government 
which  (he  thinks  proper ;  but  you  mutt  ceafe  to  dittrnft  the 
governments  of  other  nations,  and  to  ditturb  their  quiet  and 
lafety."  Our  government  might  in  this  manner  have  interpofcd 
its  good  offices,  which  doubtlefs  would  have  been  acceptable  to 
^]l  parties,  and  fuch  interpofition  mutt  have  induced  all  the 

!)owers  of  Europe  to  refpeft  this  country.  Whether  or  not 
iich  a  line  of  conduft  could  have  been  purfucd,  he  would  not 
take  upon  himfelf  to  determine ;  but  that  it  could  not  have 
been  pu^fued,  he  would  not  place  that  degree  of  confidence 
in  any  man  whatever  that  (hould  induce  him,  on  his  own  mere 
aiTertion,  to  believe. 

With  refpeft  to  the  original  grounds  of  the  wai*  in  which 
Europe  was  involved,  his  Lordihip  obferved,  that  they  had 
never  been  clearly  developed  or  fufficiently  difcuiTed.  It  had 
indeed  been  faid,  that,  in  fo  far  as  regarded  Pruffia  and  Auttrla, 
k  had  taken  its  rife  in  a  coalition  of  Pi inces  formed  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  j.nnihilating  the  freedom  of  France  and  of  difmembcring 
that  country.  That  fuch  were  the  faft,  however,  he  could 
by  no  moans  Credit  5  he  muft  have  evidences  of  greater  weight 

3  L  2  than 
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than  T^nj  that  had  been  yet  afforded,  belbre  lie  could  beltere 
that  h  nefarious  a  projc£t  had  ever  ezifted.;  much  lels,  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  coold  have  lent  hia^  to  a  deed  fo 
diabolical,  and  fo  ftrongly  in  violation  of  the  principles  of 
)uftice  and  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity.  He  was  perfuaded 
that  hx3  Majcfty  entertained  too  great  a  fenfe  of  honour  and 
too  high  a  regard  for  morality  to  conceive  facb  an  idea,  and  he 
beneved  his  Majeft/s  minifterB  to  be  incapable  of  adriCng 
him  to  purfue  a  plan  fo  unjuft. 

It  had  been  alio  ftated  as  a  ground  of  the  war,  that  it  had 
been  rendered  neccffary,  in  order  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  de- 
mocratical  opinions.     At  no  time,  be  contended,  could  (bch  a 
plea  be  admitted  in  juftification  of  war,  nor  was  it  wife  to  zSt 
upon  fuch  a  principle.     An  unfuccefsful  war,  his  LonUhip 
obCerved,  (Irengthened  thofe  opinions  which  it  had  attempted 
to  crudi,  and  eren  a  fuccefsful  one  did  not  enfeeble  them : 
The  hiftory  of  the  world,  in  faO,  proved  that  the  progrefs  of 
opinion  was  not  to  be  impeded  by  any  operation  of  torce^ 
Opinions  were  fuperior  to  earthly  controul ;  they  refided  in 
the  mind  of  man,  and  defied  the  coarfe  materials  of  human 
power:  Force  tended  but  to  confirm  themi  they  were  to  be 
changed  only  by  reafon,  lenity,  experience,  and  refledion  : 
And  the  governments  of  Europe  would  derive  more  folid 
ftrength  and  real  fafcty  by  relaxing  the  cxercife  of  fcvcrity, 
and  ruling  with  mildnefs  and  affe^iion,  than  by  all  the  ftand** 
ing  armies  in  the  world,  and  all  the  a£ls  of  oppreflion  that  thej^ 
could  exercife.     Upon   that  fubjeft  indeed,  he  thought  the 
minifter  might  have  addrefied  his  Majcfty  in  terms  which 
cou!J  not  with  propriety  be  ufed  with  rcipcfk  to  any  other 
Monarch  in  the  world  2  He  might  have  faid,  *•  Sire,  your  Ctua- 
tion  is  different  from  tl.at  of  any  other  Sovereign.    Let  de- 
fpocs  fear  and  tremble.     You  reign  in  the  hearts  and  affections 
of  your  people ;  they  regard  you  with  affe£tion  and  love  }  not 
for  your  perfonal  virtues  only,  which  they  all  admire,  but  be- 
caufe  they  know  you  to  be  an  effential  part  of  that  conftitution 
which  tliey  venerate.     What  caufc  then  can  your  Majeftj 
hare  for  alarm  ?**    This  might  have  been  faid  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.     He  knew  not,  his  Lordfliip  declared,  whether 
any  fear  of  perfonal   fafety  had  ever  crofled  the  mind  of 
his   Majeity ;  he  hoped  it  had  not,  for  whatever  might  be 
the  cafe  as  to  other  Sovereigns,  a  King  of  England  had  nothing 
to  fear,  but  from  an  attempt  to  futvert  the  liberties  of  his 
people.     That  there  might  be  fome  difafFedlcd  perfons  in  this 
kingdom,  he  would  not  deny;  that  however  was  an  evil  in- 
cident to  ovcry  country,  for  none  was  without  it ;  but  the  dit- 
affcfited  in  tliis  country  were  few  in  number,  apd  thofe  few 
I  were 
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were  amenable  to  the  laws,  which  were  fafficiently  ftrong  to 
punifh  all  who  violated  them.  The  great  majoruy  of  th« 
peopk  were  in  favoutof  his  Majefty's  government,  and  ftrongly 
attached  to  his  perfon. 

With  refpcdl  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  his  Lord- 
fliip  declared,  that  no  fear  of  any  difpofmon  in  the  people  to 
<;hange  it  had  ever  exifted  in  his  mmd ;  nor  did  he  think  that 
any  Aich  wifli  could  ever  gain  ground  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Public.  We  revered  Magna  Charta,  that  foundation  of  the 
liberties  of  Engtifhmenj  we  revered  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which 
confirmed  and  fecured  thofe  liberties;  we  revered  our  i/o^^/i/ 
Corpus  Aft,  that  proteftor  of  the  freedom  of  the  fubjeft ;  an 
Adythe  .fufpenfion  of  which  nothing  could  juflify  except  a 
cafe  of  extreme  neceffity.  The  equality  of  our  laws,  by  which 
the  meaneil  peafant  was,  in  point  of  protection,  raifed  to  a 
level  with  any  one  of  their  Lordftiips,  the  freedom  of  the 
,  prefs,  the  provifion  for  the  poor,  and  the  other  numerous  legal 
provifions  which  we  had  for  our  fecurity,  were  fufHcient  to 
make  us  love  the  conftitution,  without  the  neceiBty  of  foreign 
wars  to  prevent  us  from  fubverting  it.  No  j  he  would  not  Uy 
that  a  foreign  war,  or  any  thing  like  it,  was  neceflary  to  make 
£ngli{hmen  love  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  for  if  he  did, 
he  (hould  grofly  calumniate  them.  They  loved  their  King, 
refpecled  that  ariftocracv  that  was  fo  welt  calculated  to  reftraiii 
the  encroachments  of  the  Crown  on  the  one  hand,  and  thofe 
of  popular  power  on  the  other  \  and  they  efteemed  that  de* 
mocracy  that  formed  their  immediate  reprcfentation.  '^  Aik 
the  people  of  England*'  faid  his  LordOiip.  "  whether  they 
wifli  to  exchange  their  trial  by  jury,  their  fefEons  and  affizcs, 
for  revolutionary  tribunals;  their  Houfes  of  Parliamei^t  for 
Committees  of  Public  Safety  and  General  Welfare ;  and  their 
beloved  Monarch  for  a  Robefpierre  1"  He  was  happy  alfo  to 
cbferve  that  in  this  country  religion  was  refpe£led,  wmch  was 
another  reafon  to  induce  their  Lordfhips  to  truft  that  there  wa» 
a  good  profpe£l  of  the  ftabiiity  of  our  government  \  for  they 
might  as  well  attempt  to  ere£^  a  city  without  a  foundation,  as 
to  conftru£):  a  ftale  without  religion!  For  thefe  reafons  he 
was  of  opinion  that  no  danger  was  to  be  feared  from  the  in- 
trodudion  into  this  country  of  thofe  who  were  wedded  to  what 
was  called- the  Jacobin  fyftcm  of  France;  none  pf  them 
could  perfuade  Engliflimcn  of  the  fuperiority  oF  that  fyftem 
over  the  folid  advantages  that  were  derived  from  the  ISritilh 
conftitutfon. 

He  was  well  aware,  his  Lordihip  faid,  that  there  were  fome 
people  who  thought  that  this  Country  ought  to  continue  the 
profecutioD  of  the  war  until  fome  event  favourable  to  t>ur  caufe 

fhould 
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Ihovid  tike  ^2cc  in  France :  For  his  part,  he  could  not  ac- 
q«iefce  in  any  fuch  idea ;  he  could  fee  no  rcafon  >^hy  the 
wraith  of  the  country  fhould  be  employed  in  that  way  j  the 
moft  beneficial  purpofes  io  which  we  could  iivcSt  the  national 
weahh  and  ftrength  wa^  to  hufband  them  for  our  defence,  and 
to  leave  France  to  take  care  of  itfelf.  We  need  not  fear  the 
cfe£l»  of  the  democracy  of  France,  nor  be  alarmed  for  the 
fafety  of  our  conftitution,  becaufe  their  form  of  government 
was  republican.  Was  it,  he  would  afk  their  Lordfhips,  the 
term  Republic  of  which  thev  were  to  be  afraid  ?  What  was 
there  fo  fafcinating  in  a  republican  form  of  government  as  to 
make  people  fo  very  fond  of  it?  What  did  they  fee  in  the 
ancient  republics  to  excite  their  admiration  and  envy?  Even 
that  of  Athens,  which  had  been  faid  to  have  been  the  bcft, 
and  which  was  indeed  a  prototype  of  that  of  France,  was  but 
the  excrcife  of  tyranny  and  opprcffion  by  the  few  over  the 
many ;  nny,  it  was  cruel  and  unjult,  e\'cn  to  Ariftides.  A 
conftitution  founded  indeed  on  the  principles  of  the  rights  of 
man  and  equaUty,  or  that  of  America,  might  indeed  be  held 
out  to  the  peopk  of  England  as  objeds  of  their  imitation : 
The  good  fenfe,  however,  of  the  people  would  immedbtely 
fajsgcft  to  them  diis  confideration — ^that  the  firft  had  yet  oro- 
^i^d  little  to  form  a  title  to  their  favour,  and  that  botn  of 
them  had  a  ftrong  objed^ion  to  be  combated,  namely,  that  they 
were  fteit; ,-  that  novelty  rendered  them  fufpicious.  "  When 
they  (hall  have  lafted  for  a  century,"  they  might  fay,  **  and 
ihall  have  produced  a  greater  fum  ot  happinefs  than  we  have 
enjoyed  for  the  fame  period  under  our  form  of  governmentji 
then  it  will  be  time  for  our  pofterity  to  think  of  changing  | 
in  the  mean  time,  let  us  preferve  and  improve  the  mitiOi 
conilitution/'  With  refpett  to  the  Britift  conftitution,  hi& 
Lordfliip  declared,  he  was  not  one  of  thofc  who  thought  that 
its  abufes  required  no  corrcftion,  or  admitted  no  remedy  j  that 
wc  muft  bear  the  evils  which  we  felt,  and  that  thofe  evils 
Should  be  permitted  to  grow,  until  they  formed  an  impoft- 
hume,  the  burfting  of  which  would  be  tremendous  and  peniaps 
fatal.  The  Britifh  conftitution  admitted  of  imnrovement;  it 
admitted  of  it,  in  his  opinion,  not  only  with  fafety,  but  ever\ 
with  advantage. 

It  had  been  urged,  as  another  reafon  for  continuing  the  war^^ 
that  unleft  we  accompliftied  the  deftruftion  of  the  prefent 
povernmcnt  of  France,  the  conftitution  of  this  country  mult 
fall :  His  Lordfhip  declared  that  he  could  not  trace  any  con- 
nexion of  caufe  and  clTccl  between  them.  He  could  not 
conceive  that  France  being  a  republic,  our  government  muft 
necefianly  be  republican  alio*    With  rcfpefl:  to  that  countrj^ 

It 
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k  was  his  opinion,  that,  after  a  variety  of  internal  convulfions, 
France  would  return  to  monarchy  j  a  monarchy,  howev€r^ 
limited,  like  that  of  Great  Britain.  Bu^  whatever  might  t>e 
the  form  of  government  that  France  might  think  proper  to 
adopt,  that  was  a  circumftance  that  could  no  way  affe^  our 
conftitution.— Such,  his  Lordihip  fiiid,  were  hi^opiuionsupoit** 
the  fubjeft  ^  had  they  been  wavering,  he  fliould  have  filenccd 
and  fuppreiTi^d  them,  and  the  HouCe  and  the  country  fboald 
never  have  heard  or  known  them  :  They  were,  however,  the 
refult  of  mature  thought  and  iirih  convi£lion.  Such,  there- 
fore,  being  his  fentimcnts,  he  could  not  but  regard  the  motion 
of  the  Noble  Duke  in  a  very  favourable  point  of  view.  He 
was  for  removing  any  obdacle  to  an  immediate  peace  ;  at  <b6  * 
fame  time«  however,  he  was  far  from  contending  that  wc 
(hould  flacken  in  our  preparations  for  war.  On  the  coniratyv 
at  the  fame  moment  that  we  were  feeking  peace,  he  would  have 
our  preparations  for  war  vigorous  and  formidable  ;  in  that« 
alfo,  he  thought  our  ftrength  would  be  bed  exerted  by  fea. 
To  the  French  we  fhould  extend  an  arm,  fully  armed  :  Wc 
ibould  fay  to  thera,  **  Here  are  war  and  peace  for  you ;  take 
your  choice  !  We  wiih  for  peace,  and  that  chiefly  for  your 
fakes,  to  heal  your  diftraflions,  and  to  redore  tranquillity  to 

Jour  harafled  country.  If  you  reject  the  offers  we  make  you, 
now,  to  your  mortitication  and  difmay,  that  you  have  not,  as 
you  hoped  to  have,  a  divided  nation  to  contend  with,  but  the 
force  of  an  united  people  judly  irritatc<l  again d  you*  Yott 
build  upon  our  diviGons  ^  but  know  that  we  all  continue  to 
fupport  the  Throne,  the  Aridocracy,  and  the  People — that 
the  Throne  will  prote£l  the  Aridocracy,  the  Aridocracy  the 
People,  and  the  People  themfelves,  from  the  machinations  of 
their  own  demagogues,  and  from  the  ianguine  Iccnes  of  French 
fraternization.*' 

Negotiation,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  was  now  become  matter  of 
the  mod  ferious  attention  for  their  Lord fliips;  on  difpatch 
much  depended  ;  by  delay  much  might  be  lod,  and  the  throne 
of  England  might  be  fliaken.  If  they  declared  a  difpofition  to 
negotiate,  many  and  immediate  advantages  might  accrue  to 
this  country.  Should  the  negotiation  fail  of  fuccefs,  the 
people  of  France  would  fee  the  calamity  in  which  they  would 
be  involved,  and  aft  towards  their  ambitious  and  opprcdivc 
rulers  accordingly  :  Independent,  however,  of  that  confidera- 
tion,  it  would  materially  tend  to  remove  difcontcnts  a*  home; 
the  people  of  this  country  would  perceive  that  the  haidfhips 
under  which  they  laboured  were  inevitable,  and  therefore 
would  bear  the  burdens  that  mi-rht  be  ncctflary  with  patience 
and  chcerfulnefs.     By  fome,  he  was  aware,  it  might  be  faid, 

that, 


44t  WOODFALL*S  PARUAMkMTARY  KtPOtLTH.  [Lmvi. 

I  tbati  in  opening  a  way  for  negotiation,  their  Lordflri)^  tvovM 

fliew  a  want  of  firmnefs  un worthy  of  fo  powerful  a  people;  m 

'  that  refpe£^,    however,    firmricft  was  out  of  the  queftion. 

i  When  circumftances  rendered  it  prudent  to  alter  their  courfe, 

I  to  perfift  Mras  not  firmnefs,  but  obftinaq^.     Much   wa9  to 

be  loft  by  ftates  entertaining    a   nifapprehenfion  of  firm^ 

{  iKfs.      It    was  a  miftaken    notion  of    firmneft,    that  loft, 

them  America.  Let  their  Lord  (hips  then  grow  wife,  and 
profit  by  paft  experience;  let  them  not  infift  upon  points 
which  might  prove  fo  eflentially  injurious  to  them  and  thetr 
country.  But  it  might  be  a(ked,  ^  Shall  thofe,  who  have 
been  guilty  of  fo  mucn  bloodflied,  go  unpunifiied  f^  To  that 
he  would  anfwer,  if  they  have  been  guilty  of  wicked  a£Koiu» 
they  will  not  go  unpunifhed.  The  atrocities,  indeed,  com- 
mitted in  France,  were  difgraceful  to  human  nature,  but  we 
were  not  the  avengers.  Leave  them  to  the  wifdom  and  jnftice 
of  God  ;  or,  if  any  thing  rauft  be  faid  upon  the  fubjed,  let 
their  LordChips  pray  to  God  to  pardon  thofe  who  were 
guilty. 

Agatn,  it'  might  be  obferved,  that  the  refonrces  of  die 
French  were  nearly  exhaufted ;  and  therefore  an  opportunity 
ofFered  of  accompliflnng  the  wifliea  of  the  Hbufe.  He  had 
not  time  to  enter  on  <{ueftions  of  calculation  ;  but,  for  the 
fake  of  argument,  he  would  admit  the  afiertion  lefpeAing  the 
ftate  of  their  finances.  From  another  campaign,  however,  he 
faw  not  that  any  thing  could  be  expected.  Suppofe,  faid  his 
Lordfhip»  that  Louis  the  Seventeenth  were  that  hour  placed 
upon  the  throne  of  his  anceftors ;  furrounded  by  all  his  nobies» 
bedecked  with  all  the  fplendour  and  poflefled  of  all  the  power 
of  a  French  King  j  nay  more,  (which  God  avert !)  the  peo* 
)>le  crouching  under  the  iron  rod  of  his  power^wouM  that,  he 
afkcd,  be  of  any  advantage  to  this  country  i  Would  that  le- 
'ftore  to  us  the  thoufands  who  had  perifhed  in  this  conteft  i 
Would  it  repay  the  millions  vrt  had  expended  ?  Would  the 
Prench  Monarch  make  us  a  prefent  of  an  adequate  number  of 
'his  fubje£l8  to  fupply  the  places  of  thofe  whom  we  bad  loft  F 
Would  he  fill  our  Exchequer  with  money  raifed  upon  his  own 
fubjeds,  in  order  that  we  might  be  exonerated  frt>m  the  public 
burdens  which  we  bear  ?  Taking  it  for  granted,  theiefore, 
that  we  could  re-eftabli(h  the  throne  of  ancient  dcfpotifm, 
and  rebuild  the  Baftile,  virere  we  to  look  for  reimburfement 
to  the  young  monarch  upon  the  throne  ?  Would  he  give  up 
the  colonies  of  France  as  an  indemnity  ?  He  could  not  do  it ; 
hisfubje£ts  would  never  fuffer  fuch  an  aft.  As  to  our  allies^ 
even  would  they  ftand  by  and  fee  it  done  ?  Would  not  the 
Emperor  forbid  it  ?     Would  not  Spain  proteft  againft  it  ? 

Nay, 
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Kay,  would  not  Holland,  if  flic  had  a  voice,  cry  out  againit 
ihc  gift?  "  Our  allies  !*^  exclaimed  his  Lordfhtp-*-**  upoft 
my  confcietice,'  I  believe  we  have  not  one  fmccrc  friend  among 
them  all." 

A  charge  of  atheifm  againft  the  prcfcnt  rulers  of  l^rance 
liad  bcq^i  brought  forwaid  as  a  reafon  for  continuing  the  war. 
— Prefumptuous  idea !  Miferable  beings  as  we  were,  did  we 
imagine  that  the  arm  of  flefti  was  wanted  to.affift  and  enforce 
the  will  of  the  Almighty  ?  The  caufe  of  religion  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  opinion  of  man.  Not  Voltaire,  RouflTeau, 
•Diderot,  nor  all  the  tribe  of  philofophers  of  that  defcription, 
among  whom  were  to  be  included  fome  of  our  own  country*- 
mcn,  could  affe£l  or  Injure  the  caufe  of  Chriftiariity%  The 
abufe  of  religion  bad  by  them  been  niiftaken  for  religion  ;-^ 
lience  France,  in  the  eagemcfs  of  her  enthufiafm  for  reform 
of  religious  abufes,.  overlooked  religion  itfclf,  and  feH  intD 
atheifm.  The  influence  of  their  doftrincs  was  but  tempo- 
rary ;  the  mift  of  infidelity  would  foon  be  difpelled  :  In  France 
future  Lockes  and  future  Newtons  would  arife,  and  Chrifti- 
anity  would  appear  in  a  purer  ftate  than  at  any  period  fince  the 
days  of  the  ApofUes. 

He  wa»,  his  LordQiip  declared,  no  party  man.  From  Ins 
collegiate  education,  and  the  retired  habits  of  his  life,  he 
had,  fomehow  or  other,  kept  himfelf  difconnefted  with  po- 
litical leaders.  To  him  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  who 
{nrefided  at  the  helm  of  ftate,  provided  the  veflel  were  fteered 
trith  fteadinefs  and  fafety.  The  prefent  pilots  had  his  fincere 
refped :  Sure  he  was,  that  the  blelTing  of  God  would  attend 
that  man,  who  (hould  make  a  chriftian  ofl^er  to  a  free  people. 
Such  a  difpofition  would  diminiih  animoHty  abroad  ;  it  would 
icBen  difcontent  at  home.  Firmncfs  ia  meafures  originally 
Wrong,  could  never  be  produftive  of  good ;  a  meafure  even 
originally  right,  might  be  extended  till  it  became  a  wrong  ; 
for  want  of  paying  proper  regard  to  that  confideration,  the 
people  of  France  had  broken  the  golden  pillars  of  the  churchy 
and  laid  the  throne  in  ruins. 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  a  moft  powerful  fpeech  with  de- 
claring, that,  fpr  the  reafons  which  he  had  ftated,  he  was  in 
fzvoar  of  the  Noble  Duke's  motion. 

^  Lord  Hatvkejburj  rofe  to  convince  the  Learned  Prelate,  that 
he  was  miftaken  in  his  aflertion  that  the  war  was  be^un  by  n 
combinttion  of  Princes,  to  take  advantage  of  the  ftate  of 
France.  It  was  not,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  cpmmenced  by  .the 
tmpcror,  but  had  its  origin  in  the  unprovoked  aggrcffion 
of  the  French.  Great  Britain  had  not  interfered  with  the  go- 
'    Vol.  L  ^  M  vera- 
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▼crnment  of  Fraaoc,  in  any  rcfpcft  whatfocvcr ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  France  had  interfered  with  our  go?emment.  Hig 
Lordfiiip  went  over  the  ground  fo  often  trodden,  of  the  conduft 
of  France  In  her  attack  upon  Holland,  her  decree  of  the  Con- 
vention on  the  19th  of  November  1792,  and  her  declaration 
of  war  againfl  this  country.  The  decree  of  tlie  19th  of  No- 
vember 1792,  was  not  an  empty  menace,  it  was  not  fuffcred 
to  remain  a  dead  letter  on  their  journals,  but  they  had  realized  it, 
in  a£t  and  in  pra£lice,  in  various  well-^nown  inftances.  With 
regard  to  the  fa£l  that  France  declared  war  againd  us,  it  was 
notorious,  that  one  of  the  grounds  of  accufation  of  Briflbt  was, 
that  he  had  involved  France  unneceflarily  in  a  war  with  Great 
Brit^Tm ;  and  it  was  dated  as  a  crime  of  great  magnitude,  snfi> 
much  that  it  weighed  more  heavily  againd  him,  than  all  his^ 
other  alleged  offences.  Having  placed  thofe  grounds  of  the  war, 
and  caufes  of  its  origin,  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  his  Lordflup 
noticed  other  parts  of  the  Learned  Prelate's  fpcech,  andicplied 
to  them  :  He  particularly  iiiGded  that  miniders  had  at  no 
time,  from  the  commencement  of  hodilities,  made  the  form 
of  government  of  France,  the  principle  of  thpr  obje£tion  to 
negotiate  *,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  earnedly  and  anxiouf* 
ly  wiflied  that  the  government  of  France  (hould  aflumc  ibme 
form  that  promifcd  to  be  dable,  and  fliould  be  capable  of  re- 
ftoring  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  fecuring  to  this  country 
the  full  and  undidurbcd  Enjoyment  of  her  own  conditution, 
her  own  form  of  government,  her  laws,  her  liberty,  and  her 
religion.  I  lad  any  govcrmncnt  that  could  be  depended  on  to 
this  cfFcft  yet  been  fecn  in  France  fincc  the  murder  of  their 
monarch  ?  on  the  contrary,  had  not  all  Europe  witnefTed  a  vi- 
olent contention  in  Paris,  between  fa£tion  and  fafbion ;  one 
fet  of  men  obtai;iing  the  afccndancy,  and  after  a  fliort  period 
of  mifrulc  led  to  the  fcaffold,  and  followed  by  another '  who 
foon  fliared  the  fame  fate,,  and  were  fueceeded  by  a  diflfercnt 
fct  of  men,a£ling  upon  di/Ferent  principles,  but  equally  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  fyftem  of  tyranny  and  extortion,  though 
by  different  means  ?  During  the  whole  period  the  unfortunate 
people  gf  France  groaned  under  oppreflions  never  heard  of 
before.  The  word  Liberty  was  preached,  while  the  mod 
goading  dcfpotifm  was  pra^ilfcd.  At  once  robbed  of  their 
property,  and  the  price  of  provifions  rifing  beybnd  the  reach  of 
the  little  that  was  fufFcrcd  to  remain  with  them,  they  had  to 
encounter  the  double  evils  of  poverty  and  famine,  and  during 
the  whole  time  they  dared  not  breathe  a  murmur  of  their  in- 
juries, led  lofs  of  life  fliould  clofe  the  catalogue,  of  their  ca- 
lamities.   Would  any  man,  therefore,  fcrioufly  contend,  that, 

under 
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under  fuch  drcumftances,  this  country  could  fafely  be  at  peace 
with  France  i  and  would  they  even  now,  after  due  refleftion, 
propofe  a  negotiation  with  an  enemy  fluflied  with  viftory,  and 
intoxicated  with  fuccefs  ?  His  Lordfhip  faid,  his  Noble 
Friend's  amendment  did  every  thing  that  found  policy  or 
expediency 'coUld  warrant;  it  difavowed  any  interference 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  with  refpeft  to  the  form  of  go- 
vernment which  the  French  thought  proper  to  adopt ;  but  it 
dated,  and  in  his  opinion  wifely  ftated^  the  determination  of 
Great  'Britain  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour  and  energy, 
till  the  moment  Ihodld  arrive  when  flie  might  negotiate  with 
the  profpeft  of  effefting  a  pacification  on  juft  and  honourable 
grounds,  with  any  government  x in  France,  under  whatever 
form,  which  (hall  appear  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftom- 
ed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries. 

Lord  Strange  (the  Duk^  of  Athol)  rofe,  and,  after  fome 
prefatory  claim  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  ground 
of  not  being  in  the  habits  of  fpeaking  in  popular  aflemblies, 
declared  that  he  had  been  throughout  the  war  extremely 
anxious  for  peace,  whenever  it  could  be  obtained  on  juil  and 
honourable  grounds.  No  other  terms,  than  thofe  which  pro- 
mifed  permanence,  and  (hould  be  confident  with  the  intered, 
the  honour,  and  the  fecurity  of  this  country,  ought  to  be 
lidened  to;  but  he  declared  he  had  never  feen  the  nlomciit  yet, 
when  the  attainment  of  a  peace  fo  grounded  appeared  to  be 
within  our  grafp.  Whenever  the  happy  hour  (hould  arrive,  as  to 
put  it  within  our  reach,  he  trudecl  that  miniders  would  not 
ncgleft  it,  but  would  take  advantage  of  the  wi(hed-for  op- 
portunity. As  matters  dood  at  prefent,  mucli  as  he  lamented 
the  rcverfes  and  difaders  of  the  lad  campaign,  he  thought 
miniders  had  no  option  :  They  n;iud  perfid  in  the  war,  and 
carry  it  on  with  every  exertion  of  vigour  and  energy :  and 
though  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  right  to  declare  that  the  form 
of  the  French  Government  did  not  dand  in  the  way  of  nego- 
tiation, it  was  right  alfo  to  affert,  that  we  were  prepared  and 
determined  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour,  till  peace  could 
be  fafely  and  honourably  treated  for.  His  Grace  fuid,  he 
fhould  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Marquis  of  Lan/dcivn  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  trcpafs 
long  upon  their  Lordfhips  time,  nor  did  he  thint  he  (hould 
have  rifcn  to  fecond  the  Noble  Duke's  motion,  in  this  perilous 
moment,  after  what  had  recently  happened,  viz,  the  lofs  of 
Holland,  which  filled  him  with  adoni(hmcnt,  and  occuped 
ail  his  thoughts  and  all  his  rcfleaions.  So  fudden  was  that 
event,  it  wab  fcarcely  credible  how  little  the  people  of  Eng- 
land were  prepared  i'or  it ;    as  yet,  they  had  not  lufiTiciently 

3  M  2  re. 
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rccotered  frjm  their  furprife  to  be  aware  of.  a  fhottfanctth 
part  of  the  cofifequences.  Holland  wat  fo  fortified  by  nature^ 
as  to  be  the  drongtft* country  in  all  Europe. 

The  thing  would  appear  increJible  to  him»  that  Holland 
fhould  have  become  the  prey  of  the  enemy  in  the  fame  cam* 
paign  that  minifters  and  their  friends  had  talked  of  march* 
ing  to  Paris,  did  he  did  not  know  that  minifters  had  a  facility 
in  a£ling  for  thcmfclves  and  from  their  own  judgment,  with- 
out theleaft  rcfpei^  for  Parliament,  or  the  fmalkft  defire  to 
avail  thenifelves  of  its  deliberation  and  wifdom. 

He  wifhed  to  know  what  was  become  of  the  fcnriccs  of  the 
King  of  PrulFu,  who  had  received  two  millions  from  us  for 
protecting  Holland.  Bills  of  exchange  on  Franckfort,  he  un* 
deriloodf  had  been  rtccntly  remitted  to  him.  He  wiflied  to 
know  alfo,  with  r.^fpcct  to  Auftria,  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Emperor.  Tlic  King  of  PruflTia  had  received  our  money,  the 
Emperor  had  received  our  money — in  God's  name,  why  did  * 
minifters  uoi  take  care  that  we  had  our  money's  worth  for  our 
moH'^y  ?  U  the  money  that  had  been  given  to  the  King  of 
PrufliA,  fur  which  wf  had  not  been  repaid  by  fervice,  had 
be  *n  given  to  Holland,  it  woii'd  have  fliewn  our  attachment 
to  the  Dutch  as  an  ally,  have  enabled  them  to  defend  thcm- 
felvesj  and  tliiit  c-mntry  might  have  been  fnvcd.  The  lofs  of 
it  was  of  moll  (crious  importance  t(^  us  •,  Great  Britain,  in 
confequence.  was  net  that  Great  Britain  it  was  a  month  ago. 
Nor  was  Europe  Tale,  The  French  were  in  poiTcdion  of  Ana* 
ftcrdam  ;  and  it  was  well  known  that  Amilcrdam  was  the 
depot  of  all  Europe.  Tie  French  had  bought  up  all  the  falt- 
pelrc,  and  th^w  h.'»i  found  the  m^it^azines  full  of. (lores,  fiiU  of 
evd)  iicrtf'i.vy  tlicy  ccu^H  \vi{]>  for,  wlncl'  we  had  refufed  to  the 
PiU^h.  \\c^  it  was  poinbl"  fi.r  all  this  to  have  happened, 
he  ihoiihl  lik;:  to  know  if  circnmilances  would  allow  mi- 
ni iters  to  aiiiv/er.  \if  h.  d  heard  it  often  faid,  "  I'his  was  not 
a  time  for  n^iurn  ;"— fuie  he  was>  tliis  was  not  a  time  for 
ir'juiry.  liiitaiul  being  loll,  how  was  the  war  to  be  carried 
on?  How  wore  we  to  fu  j  ly  our  army  ? — how  to  conrcy 
tic  nicuh.  rv  means  f  r  their  luppori  ?  The  French  were  in 
pollcirio:!  K  ;iil  :hc  co  unuiiications  with  the  Rhine)  and  the 
in.;iit;\-?  '  f  en.  (■'  navig  ldIi'  rivers  which  flow  through  Holland 
in  v^'.ririi.^  tliiccH^ns,  hv  f  ;  means  of  which  we  had  been  ac- 
fnitomcfi  to  convey  tl.c  viiri</!is  articles  tlois  country  fupp lied 
IJcrraajiy  with,  lie  did  nor  know  how  miniilers  meant  to 
i  j:ui  our  money  to  our  faithful  allies ;  thofe  millions  which  we 
were  fotn^^er  to  j^et  rid  of.  The  bulinefs  of  bills  of  exchange  . 
was  at  an  <nd  i  iVu\  if  it  waadiiFicult  to  convey  our  money, 
it  would  L)c  impoiTible  to  convey  any  thing  elfe :    If  any  thing 
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could  find  us  way,  their  Lardihtps  well  knew  that  money  could 
do  it  in. f  rue  fhape  ur  r.taer.  But  how  cotild  vrc  fetid  it? 
By  tiic  wny  of  Hamburgh  ? — It  was  well  known  that  the  iii-» 
habiUuits  were  vigaiiiii  u-,  and  iavourablc  to  the  French.  Be- 
fines,  as  tbi  French  were  at  no  great  diftance,  they  would  not, 
froiJi  prudential  mutivcs,  feel  inclined  to  (hew  favour  to  the 
Canioined  Pc  w(-r.#  We  mud  fend  our  fubfidy,  and  the  mo- 
ney to  pay  otir  tramps,  in  bullion. — A  comfoitabk  conCdera-* 
tiou  lor  tl.is  country  !  It  would  amount  to  one-fourth  of  all 
the  fpccie  in  \  .c  kingdom.  Would  they  fend  it  to  Lubeck,  or 
Up  the  Oder  ?  It  would  be  a  curious  circumdance  to  Jee  the 
King  of  Pruflia  turned  broker,  and  metamorpho fed  into  thechi-* 
rader  and  ading  tJie  part  of  Mr.  Hope. 

The  addition  to  the  fleet  ol  France  by  the  capture  of  Hol- 
land would  immediately  be  perhaps  twenty,  but  fixteen  fail  of 
th^  line  he  wa^s  certain,  befides  a  great  number  of  frigates  and 
fmaller  vefleis  •,  this  would  render  it  extremely  difficult  for  ut 
to  protcft  ihe  trade  of  the  North  Sea,  and  efpeciallythat  of  the 
Baltic  }  for  they  mud  all  remember  the  danger  the  Baltic  trade; 
was  in»  when,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  war,  our  fleet  wasgooct 
to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  With  thefe  additional  fliips  of 
the  line,  and  the  acknowledged  (kill  of  the  French  in  na?al 
architef^ure,  they  would  prove  an  inconceivable  annoyance 
to  our  Eadern  coads,  and  all  the  commerce  carried  on  througlt 
the  Britiffa  Channel  to  the  North  Seas,  with  which  our  mariners 
were  lefs  acquainted  than  with  any  other  part  of  the  ocean. 
Ijet  their  Lordlhips  alfo  recoiled  the  various  places  and  differ*, 
cm  parts  of  the  Britifti  dominions,  that  would  call  for  protec- 
tion from  our  own  fleets.  Againd  fo  formidable  a  maritime 
power,  Ireland  mud  be  locked  to  with  attention.  The  fu?ar. 
iflands  we  fcemed  to  difregard.  The  Ead  Indies  would  require 
afirongfleet;  Halifax  and  Canada  another;  and  there  waa 
hardly  a  quarter  of  the  globe  in  which  we  ihould  not  have  oc-. 
cafion  to  keep  up  a  naval  force.  Thus  our  maritime  power 
would  neceflarily  be  divided,  in  order  to  defend  the  different 
»d  didant  obje^ls  that  would  claim  our  protection,  which 
iiaud  weaken  our  efforts  at  fea  confiderably ;  while  France, 
difregarding  her  foreign  dominions  for  the  pre  fen  t,  would  keep 
her  naval  force  nearer  home,  and  derive  eflential  advantage 
from  that  circumdance. 

The. Marquis  tlien  turned  his  attention  to  the  means  of 
France  to  bear  tlie  great  expence  of  the  war,  compared  with 
the  means  of  this  country,  which  rendered  the  war  important 
to  us,  not  only  infinitely  beyond  all  former  wars,  but  beyond 
any  thing  that  could  have  been  imagined  by  the  mod  vifionary 
fpeculatids.  We  had  by  our  conduct  edablilhed  iu  France  a  re« 
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Tolutionary  government,  a  govemracnt  which  nothing  could  re- 
fill ;  which  in  ftrength)  in  power,  and  in  vigorous  exertion,  was 
fuperior  to  the  government  of  the  mod  dcfpotic  Prince  that  ever 
exifted.  A  dcfpotic  Prince  might  be  reftrained  froni  harafling 
and  opprefling  his  people,  from  motives  of  policy  or  fear  ; 
but  a  revolutionary  government  was  reftrained  by  no  fuch  con- 
fiderations ;  the  men  compofing  which  might  occaGonally  fall, 
but  the  government  itfelf  would  furvive  j  money,  men,  arms, 
clothing,  provifions — it  fwceps  all  before  it.  The  produce 
of  the  earth,  the  property  of  individuals,  nay  even  their  per- 
fons,  muft  yield  to  requifition,  and  that  produces  a  decree  of 
energy  which  all  the  efforts  of  an  eftabliflied  government  can 
never  equal.  To  talk,  therefore,  of  the  refources  of  France 
being  nearly  exhauiled  and  her  finances  nearly  ruined,  was 
idle  and  abfurd  in  the  extreme  :  The  Convention  gave  witH 
one  hand  one  day,  what  it  took  away  with  another  the  next  i 
it  iffued  paper,  and  ret:alled  it  at  its  pleafure  ;  it  was  under  no 
reftraint,  no  controul  whatever.  And  what  had  we  to  oppofc 
to  all  this,  and  to  rely  on  for  the  fupport  of  our  enormous  ex- 
pences  ?<— Nothing  but  a  few  hypocritical  taxes.  What  was 
the  internal  Gtuation  of  this  country  ? — ^Diftrefs  of  every  kind: 
The  poor  ftarving;  the  middling  clafs  unable  to  live  as  they 
were  accuftomed  to  live  ;  and  even  the  rich  fenfibly  feeling  the 
Jiigh  price  of  every  article  of  life.  In  corroboration  of  the 
truth  of  this  piAure,  the  Marquis  faid,  he  had  that  day  feen 
'  a  Gentleman,  a  refpefbable  magiftvate  and  a  clergyman,  who 
had  given  a  moft  deplorable  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
poor  in  the  Weft  of  England,  where  he  refided,  ^nd  had  de- 
fcribed  it  with  great  feeling ;  declaring  that,  fince  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  w?.r>  the  poor  had  been  obliged  to  confine 
therafelves  ro  bread  and  water  for  fubfiftencc,  and  from  the 
coarfe  and  bad  flour  ot  which  tlwiir  bread  was  made,  as  well  as 
from  the  co-operation  of  other  caufes  originating  in  extreme 
diftrcfs,  putrid  fevers  had  been  generated,  which  put  an  end 
at  once  to  the  penury  and  cxiftence  of  the  wretched  beings  in 
qucftion;  and  this  haii  been  the  cafe  witli  numbers.  Startled 
at  fuch  an  account,  he  had  been  almoft  inclined  to  difcredit  it, 
and  begged  the  Gentleman  to  commh  it  to  writing,  afking  him  ^ 
if  he  would,  if  called  on,  telHfv  it  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfc ;  when 
he  anfwcred,  that  *•  he  would."  The  Marquis  produced  the 
paper,  and  read  its  contents,  which  were  as  above  ftated.  Nor 
was  fuch  a  dreadful  account,  he  faid,  peculiar  to  the  Weft  of 
England  :  In  every  corner  and  county  of  the  kingdom,  he  bc- 
lievcdj  if  inquiry  were  made,  the  fame  melancholy  tales  of  woe 
might  be  traced.  With  a  cf^untry  almoft  depopulated  by  the 
recruiiing  for  the  army,  manufadures  and  agriculture  ncarty 
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at  a  (land  for  want  of  hands,  were  we  in  a  condklon  to  con- 
tinue a  war  carried  on  at  fuch  an  enormous  expcnce  of  men 
and  money,  and  already  attended  with  difaftersi  that  muA: 
lead  to  ruin,  if  the  war  were  perCfted  in  ?  Before  miniftcrs 
engaged  the  country  in  fo  mad  a  conted^  they  ought  to  have 
provided  the  means  of  carrying  it  on.  When  Henry  IV.  of 
France  meditated  a  formidable  attack  on  the  Houfc  of  Auftria, 
he  was  fifteen  years  providing  for  it  by  forming  the  necefTary 
alliances,  treafuring  up  the  public  money,  and  enabling  him- 
felf  to  commence  it,  and  carry  it  on  for  fix  years  without 
being  under  the  neceflity  of  impofing  a  fingle  tax  on  his  fub- 
je£ls.  Had  his  Majefly's  minifiers  followed  tHat  wife  and 
prudent  example  ? 

The  Marquis  faid,  that  a  revolutionary  government  ought 
not  to  be  a  bar  to  negotiation ;  wa  had  negotiated  and  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  peace  with  America^  while  under  a  revp-i 
lutionary  government^  and  why  could  not  the  fame  be  done 
with  France  that  had  been  done  with  America  ?  He  dated 
that  the  prefent  perilous  moment  called  for  all  the  counfel, 
all  the  advice,  that  could  be  collcfted  from  the  ability  and  ex- 
perience of  every,  man,  who  had  (ludied  politics,  and  was 
converfant  with  ftate  affairs ;  he  lamented  therefore,  that  the 
ancient  praftice  of  fummoning  all  the  Privy  Councillors  to-  ' 
gether,  as  well  thofe  out  of  adminiftration  and  out  of  of- 
fice, as  thofe  that  were  in,  when  the  circumftances  of  the 
kingdom  were  in  extreme  difficulty,  which  formerly  obtained, 
had  grown  into  difufe.  Mad  fuch  a  pra£l:ice  prevailed  at  pre- 
fent, his  Majefty  could  not  fail  to  have  heard  the  truth,  and 
been  undeceived  as  to  the  deluGons  played  ofi^  upon  him  and 
his  fubje£ts,  by  minifters  who  either  did  not  underftand  the  ' 
interefls  of  tlie  country,  or  thofe  of  his  Majefty  and  his  fa- 
mily, or  who  would  not  for  fome  purpofe  or  other  adopt  the 
3ine  of  conduct  that  thofe  intercfts  rendered  requifite. 

Peace,  the  Marquis  obferved,  mult  be  an  objecl  defired 
moft  ardently  by  all  the  rational  part  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jefts;  to  what  end  then  deal  in  provoking  language,  and 
apply  harfh  and  irritating  epithets  to  the  French  Convention, 
and  its  meml.^crs,  wliich  could  oaly  generate  ill -humour,  and 
excite  deteflcition  ?  He  wiflicd  for  peace  moft  anxiouily,  but 
a  peace  on  honourable  terms;  to  obtain  which,  depended  in 
his  opinion  on  us ;  we  ought  to  offx:r  it,  and  to  change  our 
tone.  Let  it  be  rcnjcmbcrcd,  that  *^a  foft  anfwer  turneth 
a\jray  wrath."  Perfualion  and  niildnefs  would,  he  was  fa- 
tisfied,  do  more  than  nieiiacc  and  defiance.  Peace  had 
more  than  once,  he  laid,  been  brought  about  by  circumftances 
purely   accidental,  and   apparently  trifling.      The  furnilhing 
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'Gquttt  lyEftatng  with  a  pn(Ij;>ort  in  ijSJi  had  bc^  generally 
f uppofed  to  have  had  fomc  influence  in  fmoothbg  the  waj  to 
'the  peace  that  followed.    There  was  a circumftaxice  at  preTcnt 
•in  our  power,  which  we  might  render  ufcfuK     The  arrivai  of 
'a  love^^  asid  tiludrious  Perfonaee  was  expedled  b7all  ranks  of 
ficople  inthis  country  with  a  degree  of  anxiety  fcldom  evinced 
«on  any  former  occafion.     Her  journey  had  been  firft  ioipcded 
by  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  (ince  by  the  events  of  the 
irar.     From  the  known  gallantry  of  the  French,  a  foft  word 
to  McAiiieur  Ptchcgru  might,  in  fpice  of  his  monkiib  educa- 
tion, warm  his  heart,  and  thaw  the  mQunta^n9  of  ice  thac 
obflruftcd  the  journey,  of  this  welcome  ftrangcr,    and  flic 
might  come  here   the   harbinger  of  peace,    attended   with 
'  Corrtu  CopiaSf  and  all  the  emblems  of  returning  plenty.    [This 
fxciting  a  gemralfmHe^l  the  Marquis  declared,  he  did  nox  i^y 
this  as  a  piealantry ;  he  was  too  old  to  pretend  to  be  a  man  of 
gallantry,  but  he  was  naturally  drawn  into  the  manner,  by  the 
recolleftion  of  the  fatisfattory  feelings  with  which  the  arrival 
-  of  the  Frincefs  of  Brunfwick  would  fill  the  breaft  of  every 
Englifhman,  whofe  bofom  glowed  with  loyalty  and  affefHon 
to  his  Sovereign,  and  love  and  regard  for  his  family.     He  apo- 
logifcd  for  having  for  a  moment  been  betrayed  into  what  might 
l>c  deemed  a  levity,  when  God  knew,  there  was  fufBcient  oc- 
cafion for  fcrioufnefs.    A  fpeedy  peace  he  was  conyinced  could 
alone  preferA''e  the  honour,  the  interclt,  and  thefecurity  of  tlii« 
kingdom ;  therefore,  he  fliould  give  his  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  Noble  Duke. 

Ear!  Spencer  rofe  immediately,  and  faid,  that  ahhoogh  he 
jnuft  adn-iit  much  of  the  ftatement  of  the  Noble  Marqots,  in 
Tci'pedl  to  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  neceflary  ap- 
plication of  our  naviil  force,  he  could  not  admit  the  whole, 
much  lefs  the  conclufions  which  the  Noble  Marquia  had 
drawn  from  the  prcmifes  laid  down  by  himfclf,  and  defcribed 
in  fuch  ftrong  colours-  Th  .r  the  war  had  its  cflfed  on  the  in* 
ternal  ftate  of  the  country,  on  its  agriculture  and  its  manu- 
failures,  was  undoubtedly  true;  but  that  was  the un avoid tbk 
cafe  of  all  wars,  and  perhaps  to  a  lefs  degree  in  the  preicnt 
than  in  any  preceding  one.  Our  naval  exertions  had  beep 
great,  and  he  hoped  that  the  preparations  that  were  now  mab* 
mg  would  enable  us  to  convince  all  Europe,  that  Great  Britain 
liad  not  lolt  her  enci^y,  when  (he  telt  it  neceflary  to  maintain 
fcer  rank  as  a  maririnte  power.  Our  caufe  wasa  juft  one,  our 
feamcn  brave,  Heady,  and  flcilful,  and  their  commanders  pro- 
perly anxious"  to  maintain  tFjcir  own  charaflmand  the  cha- 
rafter  and  honour  of  their  country.  We  had  therefore rcaJon- 
able  ground  for  hope  of  fuccefs,  notwitbftandmg  that    the 
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prefent  was  confefTedly  a  time  oi  fingnlshr  difficulty  aAi  dsogen 
But  it  was  noty  he  thought,  a  momeiic  to  fue  for  peaces  and 
(uch  he  underftood  ta  be  likely  to  be  the  conftrudion.tfaat  A6 
Public  would  put  upon  the  motion,  though  it  might  not  be  the 
prima  fade  import  of  the  terms  of  it.  Vigomtis  wertioa  be 
thought  might  fecure  an  honourable  peace,  and  piefenre  kf  in* 
tercils.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  be  had  felt^ 
that  the  war  was  not  only  unaToidable,  but  j«(l  and  neceflary^  . 
He  had  delivered  that  opinion  in  the  prefence  of  their  Lord^ 
fliips  rcpeatedlyi  though  by  no  means  in  the  habtta  of  ipeak-* 
ing  in  Parliament  before  that  period;  and  he  had  been  lately 
called  upon  by  his  Majefty  to  take  a  part  in  Adminiftrationf 
a  call,  which  he  thought  it  would  become  him  to  comply  with) 
when  his  Majefty  condefcended  to  make  it,  as  it  would  have 
the  appearance  of  approving  roeafures  in  the  refponfibility  for 
which  he  would  not  venture  to  take  a  ihare,  if  he  declined 
accepting  the  gracious  ofier  that  he  had  been  honoured  with* 
All  the  petty  infinuationB  as  to  the  motives  of  his  accepting 
office,  he  fiiould  treat  with  the  contempt  which  they  de* 
ferved;  but  he  could  not  avoid  joining  the  Noble  Marquis  in 
bis  wifli  that  in  this  alarming  period,  men  of  experience  in 
iLate  afRiirs  would  give  Government  the  advantage  of  their 
abilities ;  if  ever  the  feelings  of  party  ought  to  fubfide,  thit 
he  thought  was  the  moment,  and  he  ihould  rejoice  exceed-" 
ingiy  if  the  Noble  Lords,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  aded^ 
would  join  their  talents  in  promoting  the  common  caufc  of  the 
country.  He  knew  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  give  falutary 
counfel,  to  ftrengthen  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  teach  them 
that  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  called  for  the  united  exer- 
tions of  the  whole  kingdom,  without  which  there  could  not 
be  the  fame  profpedk  i>f  fuccefs,  confidering  what  we  had  to 
oppofe  and  to  combat,  as  he  trufled  would  be  manifefted,  if 
the  nation  were  known  to  ad  as  one  man.  If  thofe,  who  were 
capable  of  doin^  fuch  eflential  fervice,  (hould  refufe  their 
affiftance,  he  ftill  hoped  that  the  country  would  fliew  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  ihare  of  energy  to  defend  itfelf.  The  Earl  touched 
upon  a  few  other  topics,  conne£ied  with  the  fubje^i  of  debate^ 
and  declared  that  he  thought  the  motion  of  the  Noble  Duke 
an  ab{lra£k  propofition,  capable  of  mifconftru£lion  a^d  mif« 
application,  and  that  the  amendment,  in  terms  more  guarded^ 
and  more  ezprei&ve  of  the  real  determination  of  the  country^ 
was  calculated  to  convey  all  the  ufeful  and  indeed  the  main 
cWc&  of  the  motion,  without  being  liable  to  the  fame  objec*- 
tions.  He  ihould  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment  moved 
by  his  NcAte  Friend. 
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Lord  Hawh  arjijued  alfe  in  favoor  of  die  amttidttitfQt, 
bat  his  Lordfhip  ftood  at  the  extreme  end  <rf  the  Hovfe  (neaur 
die  Throne);  iiis  reafening  did  not  therefore  cUftinAly  rea^ 
the  bar.  As  far  as  we  could  colle6l  the  drift  of  4iis  argti^ 
mentt  it  was  to  (hew,  that  although  the  ftateof  afloin  wasun* 
doabtedly  arduous  and  critical)  it  was  by  no  means  defperate. 
Adequate  exertion  and  energy  would  be  aUe  to  repel  the  at« 
t^tcks  of  an  encmr  adiuated  by  (uch  uneonmioii  entmifiafm  a» 
the  French  had  (hewn  themfelrea  to  be  in  the  courfe  of  the 
piefent  war;  but  our  chief  reliance  muft  be  on  our  force 
at  fea,  and  the  ftate,  condition,  and  application  of  that  force.' 
To  prore  that  we  had  no  grounds  for  defpobdency  on  that 
head,  his  Lord(hip  produced  written  ftatements  to  fliew  what 
were  at  diflerent  periods  and  at  prefent  the  (hips  of  the  line, 
their  rates,  complement  of  men,  numfier  of  guns^  &c.  in  (er^^ 
viee;  and  after  reading  an  enumerated  detail  ef  each  particular, 
his  Iiord(htp  fpoke  of  the  comparative  fleets- of  France,  as  ther 
ftood,  comprehending  the  imps  the  capture  of  Holland  had 
put  into  their  pofle(Bon;  deducing  from  the  whole  that  we  had" 
nothing  to  fear,  untefs  we  were  fupine  and  inadivc,  vigour 
and  intrepedity  bebg  fo  eflcntial  to  (uccefs  in  the  conffift  we 
fliottld  doubtlefshareto  fupport  andmaintain,  that  it  would 
depend  altogether  on  the  fuperiority  of  exertion. 

The  Earl  ^  Hariuficke  obferved,  that  notwithftanding  thr 
latenefs  of  the  hour  he  was  anxious  to  (late  to  the  Houfe  the 
^reafons  that  bhified  his  judgment  and  decided'  the  vote  he 
fliould  give  upon  the  prefent  queilion.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
Parliamentary  life  few  motions  had  occurred  more  deferring 
of  the  ferious  attention  and  confideration  of  their  LoitMhips. 
It  proceeded  from  a  quarter  highly  refpedaUe ;  it  contained 
fentiments  frbm  the  truth  of  which,  confidcred  idiftraOedly, 
no  ohe  could  dtffent ;  and  in  refpe£l  to  which  the  cqmion  of 
reafonablc  and  honourable  men  muft  have  been  mitformly  the 
fame,  at  the  commenocment  of  the  war,  at  the  period  of  fuc-^ 
.  cefs  as  well  as  after  all  the  reverfes  and  misfortunes  of  the 
laft  campaign  upon  the  continent.  It  was  however  the  doty 
of  the  Houfe  to  confider  what  were  Ukcly  to  be  ihe  efFe£l$  of 
the  motion,  and  iF  there  was  a  poilibtlity  of  its  producing  any 
confequences  injurious  to  the  public  tntereft  at  this  time,  to» 
inquire  what  was  the  preflTuig  neccffity  that  calls  for  a  motion 
under  fuch  circumftances.  rhe  cfFecb  which  the  motion,  un- 
accompanied by  any  more  explicit  declaration,  muft  ncceffarily 
have,  would  be  to  weaken  tl>c  Executive  Government  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  by  eftablifhing  an  opinion  in  rcfped  to  tlieir 
motives  and  intentions  as  injurious  to  the  honour  of  the  na* 
tional  councils,  ^s  Lord  Uardwicke  declared,  it  appeared  ta 
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faim,  after  cbe  mod:  accttralc  ioTeftigatioii  he  Ind  becQ  able  to 
make,  aafouiKied  in  point  of  faA.    It  appeircd  firom  paft  ex- 
perience And  at  no  verf  remote  period*  that  the  weak^mng  of 
Goveroment  in  critical  and  arduous  times  muft  neceffarily  be 
produAive  of  gteatdifadvantage  to  the  public  intereft  $  muU: 
defeat  die  very  obje&  we  all  wifii  to  promote)  by  placii^  at  a 
greater diftance  the  period  of  negotiation,. and  by  renderinf 
die  terms  of  peace  move  difficult  and  lefs  advantageous  when- 
ever that  fortunate  period  arrives.    Such  Lord  Hardwicke 
conceived  would  betheefie&  of  an  abftra£i  motion  refpe£ting 
peace,  unaccompanied  by  adedaratioa  of  the  opinion  of  Par-*  ' 
Nament  on  ihe  fubjed  of  a  vigorous  profecution  of  die  war» 
witfaaviewtoafpeedyand  fuccefsful  termination  of  it.    In 
this  view  of  the  queftion  it  was  fiircly  incumbent  upon  9^f, 
man  who  apprehends  the  poQibility  of  danger  from  the  adop* 
^on  of  the  motion,  to  inquire  what  the  neceflity  was  that  called 
mr  fuch  a  declaration  at  this  time.  ^  If,'*  faid  Loird  Hardwicke, 
^^  ids  Majefty^sminiftcrs  had  ever  declared  that  any  particular 
form  of  govcmment  which  the  French  nation  might  think  fit. 
to  eftablifli  could  be  a  bar  to  negotiation  and  an-obftaclp  Ao 
peace,  or  that  the  reftoration  o?  monarchical  government 
under  any  form.  Was  sij!nf  qud  mn  of  treatyi  I  (hould  think 
it  highly  necciTary  for  Parliament  to  interfere,  and  contradi£b 
in  the  ftrongeit  and  moil  ample  manner  an  opinion  at  once  fo 
^bfurd  and  impolitiCt  and  not  lefs  injurious  to  the  honour  than 
to  the  intereft  of  the  country."    Lord  Hardwicke  faid,  he  did 
not  allude  to  the  Gmple  declarations  of  individuals,  however  re 
fpedable  from  abilides  or  fituation.    Some  might  have  thought 
tnat  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  France  in  any  m<^e, 
might  be  inore  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  than  any  other 
form  of  government;  and  foch  opinions  might  have  been  ex- 
prcffcd  in  Parliament.     This  was  a  queftion  of  mere  fpecu- 
Jatton,  into  which  he  ftioold  not  enter,  upon  which  there  mtght 
be  a  difFbrence  of  opinion,  and  with  which  we  had  little  con- 
cern.   The  only  point  in  which  this  country  was  tnterefted 
wa^  that  fome  government  (hould  be  eftabliflied  in  France^ 
which  pofleiling  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  thatcountry^ 
and  evincing  a  difpofition  to  conduA  itfelf  on  the  principles 
hitherto  received  in  Europe  in  the  int^rcourfo  between  one 
nation   and  aoodier,  ihould  promife  a  reafooable  fieourity  ia 
anyncgotiation  for  peace. 

The  opinions  therefore  of  Government  ought  no(  to  be, 
inferred  from  the  individual  fendments  even  of  die  Members 
of  his  Majefty's  Council,  though  none  of  diepi  had  ever  af- 
fertcd  fo  extraordinary  a  propoGdon,  as  that  the  reftoration  o£ 
.«9onarchy  ought  to  be  confidered  as  zjine  qud  non  of  treaty. 
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In  the  pjtuhWc  a^  and  <k)cunici\t«  ^hiqb Aijfifk.mpm-, 

fubjef^  the  Kit^  hs»  uniformly  difclaiaMBdany  imerltvenoe  in 
the  internal  iifikivs  of  France.  Lord  H^dwi^ke  keve(rcferrrd 
to  the  Declaration  iflued  at  Toulon.  It  muft  bc'rocoUofked 
that  tlviit  place  had  been  furrendered  to  the  cambtncd  forces  of 
Creat  Britain  and  Spain  by  the  influence  of  a  ^ftj  wludli 
was  defirous  of  refloriug  the  conftitution  of  I'ji^t  as  it  wvs 
fometimee  erroneoufly  called^  but  which  in  fa£b  memnt  the 
conilitution  of  i79i]When  it  was  completed  by  the  Con** 
ftituent  AiTembly.  It  was  natural  therefore  that  in  that  Decl»-. 
ration  regard  (hould  be  had  to  the  temper  of  thofe  who  had 
placed  fo  important  a  pofl  in  our  handa*  and  that  it  (bould  oon-t 
tain  a  T<^commendation  in  favour  of  limited .  moaafnhy  (bp- 
ported  by  rcafons  perfe6lly  confiilent  wirbxatiQUaUiberty^and 
to  which  every  lioneR  and  enlightened  man  might  fairly  fub-* 
fcribe.  Lord  Hardwickc  here  read  the  followiji^  extrasE^  from 
^he  Declaration  iffued  at  Toulon,  ^ovi^mber  20tb»  1793  : 

*'  Hia'Majefty  ardently  wifhes  the  happinefs  of  France,  but  by 
no  mcang  dcfires  on  that  account  to  prefcribe  the  form  of  its  go- 
vernment. The  King  claims  the  right  of  taking  an  intercft  orily* 
becaufe  the  anarchy  which  how  defolatcs  that  country  threatens  the 
tranquillity  of  his  own  fubjefts,  and  that  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  whofe  peace  and  fafcty  materially  depend  on  the  rc-efta'. 
bliibmcnt  of  order  in  France,  and  of  a  regular  fyftem,  which  may 
hold  out  to  them  a  fecure  ground  of  negotiation  and  fricndfhip  ; 
And  hisMajefty  does  nothefitatc  to  declare  that  the  rc-cftabliflxmcn^ 
of  monarchy  In  the  perfon  of  Louis  XVIIth,  and  the  lawful  heirs 
of  the  Crown^  appears  to  him  the  bed  mode  of  accomplifhing 
thefe  juH  and  falutary  views.  This  form  of  government  has  not 
only  prevailed  in  France  from  the  earliell  times,  but  beiog  capably 
of  fucb  limitations  as  may  fuit  the  rcfjpedive  circum/lances  of  dif* 
&rent  nations*  has  been  pro.ved  by  experience  to  be  the  heft  adapted 
in  great  countries  to  unite  the  advantages  of  iecurlty  and  order  with 
ittok  of  real  liberty." 

'  Befidcs  this  Declaration,  there  is  another  of  Oftobcr  7git\ 
1793,  intended  to  be  circulated  throughout  Europe,  and  caU 
culated  to  do  away  thofe  reports  which  had  been  fo  induftrioufly 
diflfeminatcd  both  in  France  and  in  other  countries  in  refped 
?o  the  intentions  of  thfi  Britifh  govcrnnient.  In  this  Decla-* 
ration,  which  as  it  had  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  Lord  Haid- 
wlcte  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  by  reading  again,  it  is  ex- 
prefly  ftated,  'That  it  never  was  his  Ma»efty*s  wifh  or  inten- 
tion* to  diftate  to  France  any  particular  form  of  govcrnmeatj 
bvt  that  he  demanded  withjuuice  the  eftablKhmcnt  of  a  go- 
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vtfnmr^l,  capable  of  maintaining  with  other  nations  the  ac- 
cufbomed  relations  of  union  and  of  peace ;  and  that  with  fuch 
a  govcrnniettt  he  ihould  be  happy  to  treat  for  the  re-cftablidi- 
meht  of  general  tranquillity. 

•  Lord  Hardwicke  obferved  that  this  Declaration,  fi cm  what 
caufe  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay,  had  been  kept  out  of  fight 
to  this  country,  from  the  day  of  its  publication  in  the  Londoa 
Gazette ',  in  the  reft  of  Europe  it  feems  to  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  diplomatic  Cabinets  of  the  Courts  to  which  it  was 
tranfmitted  \  and  as  the  tyranny  of  the  government  had  ob^ 
ftru£led  its  admiffion  and  circulation  in  France,  it  was  not 
dlficttlt  to  account  for  the  mifrcprefentations  that  had  exifted 
upon  the  fubjcft.  There  have  lately  been  fome  inflances  in 
France  of  returning  moderation,  and  though  no  fymptoms 
have  appeared  of  any  luch  difpofition  in  the  countries  which 
have  been  fubdued  by  their  arms  in  Flanders  and  upon  the 
Rhine,  yet  he'ihould  be  happy  to  find  an  alteration  in  their 
condu6l  in  refped  to  Holland,  of  which,  unfortunately  for 
this  country,  they  arc  now  in  pofleflion.  It  appeared,  however^ 
from  the  moft  authentic  intelligence,  that  their  condufb  in  Ger* 
many  was  in  the  higheft  degree  arbitrary,  oppreflive,  and  un* 
juft.  Lord  Hardwicke  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  journal 
printed  at  Hamburgh  in  the  German  language,  where,  notwith* 
ftanding  what  a  Noble  Marquis  had  intimated  refpc£ting  the. 
French  difpofitions  of  that  town,  there  exifts  a  focicty  of  mea 
of  letters,  of  confidcrable  abilities  and  refpeftable  cluira£ter9^ 
who  publi(hed  the  moft  informing  and  the  moft  inftru£live 
political  journal  in  Europe,  and  calculated,  by  the  fpirit  of  im«^ 
partiality  and  moderation  by  which  it  is  diftinguifhed,  to  coun- 
teraft  the  baneful  influence  of  French  opinions  in  Germany. 
Lord  Hardwicke  read  from  the  laft  number  of  the  Ham- 
burgh  Journal  fome  details  of  the  late  tranfa£tions  upon  the 
Rhine :~ 

"  The  groundlcfs  talcs  which  arc  fabricated  by  certain  Geramna 
wlia  are  inclined  to  the  French  and  their  principles,  concerning  the 
juftice  and  good  condu6t  of  that  people  in  the  countries  they  hava 
^cendy  acquired,  are  continually  contradided  by  the  fureil  and  th^ 
beft  intetltgenee.  The  whole  diftrifk  of  country  6f  Saerburg, 
Merztg,  Mertzkirchen,  Reltngea,  Remich,  and  from  thence  further 
up  the  Rhine,  is  entirely  deftroyed  and  laid  wade.  At  Coblents 
the  btirghers  colle£ted  large  fums  of  money,  but  if  they  had  brought 
together  three  times  as  much  as  they  poflcffed,  it  would  hate  been 
Infufficient  to  pay  the  exorbitant  contribution  that  was  impofcd 
upon  that  town.  In  the  mean  time  the  French  held  in  fuch  con* 
f^pi^pt  their  fraudulent  paper  money,  that  they  would  not  receive  it 
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be  wiflied  (ot  atl  early  negotiation  for  pe^ce,  or  a  rtgorotis 
profecution  of  the  war»  might  join  in  Toting  for  it.  Tlie 
motion  was  fo  framed  as  to  concentrate  ail  the  rarieties  of 
fcntiment  on  the  fubjed,  and  to  leave  out  of  the  queftion  ail 
matters  that  had  afforded  glands  of  controverfy  and  difier- 
cnce  of  opinion.    Minifters  had  affe£lcd  to  argue,  that  the 

Eopofltion  of  the  Noble  Dake  might  tend  to  cripple  their 
tare  procee<Ung8,  by  (hewing  a  premature  anxiety  for  peace* 
and  an  eameftnefs  and  impatience  at  all  hazards  to  get  rid  of 
the  war  immediately.  He  confcfied,  that  if  ftich  would  be 
Its  effc£^,  it  ought  to  be  guarded  againft ;  but  in  his  mind, 
the  condu£l  of  minifters  on  this  occafion  was  infinitely  more 
likely  to  produce  fuch  an  tScSty  than  if  they  had  met  the 
queftion  fairly  and  openly.  Their  evading  it  in  the  way 
which  they  had  adopted,  proved  that  they  no  longer  ftood  on 
the  high  ground  on  which  they  were  a  ftiort  time  ago,  and 
that  they  were  forced  to  make  ufe  of  this  expedient.  That 
the  public  mind  was  generally  changed,  the  Marquis  (aid,  he 
had  the  pcrfonal  means  of  knowing  ;  he  had  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  impreflion  which  recent  events  had  made 
upon  them ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  from  the  univerfal 
ipirtt  of  loyalty  and  determination  to  ftand  by  the  King  and 
conftitutton,  there  was  but  one  drawback,  namely,  the  gloom 
and  uneafinefs  which  hung  over  them  at  feein?  no  end  to  a 
war,  the  obje6i  of  which  was  undefined.  The  motion  of 
the  Noble  Duke  would  ferve  to  diffipate  this  doubt,  and  would 
reunite  all  mens  minds  to  the  purfuit  of  the  war,  if  after 
fuch  a  declaration  the  French  were  difinclined  to  treat  for  an 
honourable  peace. 

After  arguing  the  various  points  he  had  touched  on  with 
great  perfpicuity  and  force,  the  Marquis  recurred  to  what  he 
had  fct  out  with,  and  faid,  the  propofition  of  the  Noble  Duke> 
though  an  abftra^l  propofition,  could  not  be  termed  an  un- 
called-for abftra£b  proj)orition,  nor  an  unneceflary  one;  to 
meet  it  therefore  with  fuch  an  amendment  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  get  rid  of  it  in  a  manner  contemptuous  to  the  Noble 
Mover,  whofe  rank  in  point  of  chara£^er  and  conGderation^ 
whole  weight  in  the  fcale  of  property,  whofc  known  refpecia- 
bility  both  at  home  and  abroad,  entitled  him  to  be  treated 
with  fomeihiiig  more  like  refpeft  and  attention.  The  plain 
inftrrencc  from  fuch  conduft  waK,  that  miniUers  were  deter- 
mined that  no  motion  which  did  not  originate  with  them- 
fclves  (hoiild  pafs — a  fpecies  of  condu6l  which  at  onoe  marked 
the  prefumption  of  thofc  in  office,  and  tended  to  deprive  the 
country  of  the  advantage  of  the  abilities,  the  good  fenfe,  and 
dfjHberative  wifdom  of  oti.er  men,  who  had  a  firft-rate  intereit 
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in  the  public  welfare,  atid  whofe  fentimcnts,  for  a  variety  of 
rcafotis,  highly  incited  the  ferious  attention  <:i  Parliament. 

Lard  MuJgrave  exprefled  himfelf  anxious  to  en|;age  theif 
liOrdfhips  attention  immediately  on  the  concluHon  of  his 
Noble  Friend  (Lord  Abercorn's)  fpecch,  as  well  from  Ms 
xefpeft  for  that  Hbufc,  and  his'fenfe  of  their  Lordfhips  dig- 
nity and  independence,  as  from  his  perfonal  dcfire  of  retain* 
ing  that  place  in  his  Noble  Friend's  good  opinion,  which  he 
flattered  himfelf  he  then  held.  **  My  Noble  Friend/'  faid  his 
Lordihip,"  has  argued  the  queftion  with  great  ability,  and  pro* 
,  feffcs  himfelf  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  undeniable  truth  and 
propriety  of  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  Noble  Duke^ 
that  he  does  not  conceive  it  poffible  for  any  one  confcienti- 
oufly  to  give  his  negative  to  it,  or  even  put  off  his  dircft 
aflent  by  adopting  the  amendment,  the  adoption  of  which  he 
fliouid  confider  as  a  ferviie  obedience  to  the  diftates  of  the 
minifter,  and  a  derelifiion  of  the  free  agency  of  unconnedied 
individuals  in  that  Houfe/'  Highly  as  his  Lordfliip  eftimated 
the  abilities  of  his  Noble  Friend,  he  faid,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  it  was  infinitely  more  probable  that  the  majority 
of  that  Houfe  fhould  differ  from  the  judgment  and  con- 
Hidion  of  his  Noble  Friend's  mind,  than  that  they  {hould 
blindly  obey  the  diftates,  or  implicitly  follow  the  fuggcftions, 
of  any  man  or  fet  of  men  :  Had  his  Noble  Friend  fubdituted 
the  term  of  Houfe  for  that  of  Minider,  his  Lordftiip  faid, 
that  he,  for  one,  fhould  have  been  willing  to  ,adopt  the  rea- 
fons  fuggefted  by  his  Noble  Friend,  as  thofe  precifely  by 
which  bis  vote  was  determined  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 
If  it  had  been  faid,  ^  the  Houfe  not  thinking  it  proper  that 
the.  queftion  (hould  be  brought  forward,  they  have  determined 
^that  no  decifion  (hould  be  given  affirmatively  or  negatively 
upon  it  *,'*  he  would  have,  without  fcruple,  adopted  that  rea^ 
foning  aa  his  motive ;  as,  in  fa£i,  it  was  the  reafon  he  (hould 
have  given  himfelf,  had  it  not  been  firft  fuggefted  by  his 
Noble;  Friend*  The  motion,  in  fa£b,  appeared  to  him  either 
•  imptdper  in  point  of  time  to  be  brought  forward,  or,  on  the 
'Otl>ier  hand,  fallacious  in  itfelf,  as  it  would  lead  to  morie  than 
it  profeiTed.  If  peace  was  not  the  immediate  obje£l  of  the 
motion,  if  it  did  not  go  to  negotiation  with  the  prefenr  ex- 
ifting  government  of  France,  taken  with  all  its  circumftances 
-and  all  its  principles^  it  was  then  premature  and  impolitic-^ 
premature,  becaufe  it  profeiTed  an  anxiety  to  make  peace 
when  circumftances  did  not  admit  of  that  event ;— impolitic, 
becaufe,  if  the  French  government  (Iiould  not  refufe  to  treat, 
you  would  be  either  obliged  to  retrad,  or  to  treat  at  a  time 
which  was  not  favourable  or  coixvenielir.    But  if^  on  the 
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Other  hand,  it  was  intended  to  produce  an  immediate  treaty^ 
his  Lordlhip  contended,  that  the  terms  of  the  motion,  In  his 
view  of  the  queftion)  were  fallacious ;  inafmuch  as  it  held 
out  the  objeft  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  at  a  time  when, 
from  the  nature  of  the  prefent  government  in  France,  no^ 
fuch  peace  could  be  procured :  And  here,  his  Lordfhip  fsdd,* 
he  muft  make  a  diftin£lion  between  forms  of  eoyernment, 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  a£led.  To  no  form  of  go- 
vernment, as  being  either  a  monarchy  or  a  republic,  would  he 
at  any  time  objed  as  incompetent  to  treat  with  this  or  any 
other  country.  But  the  point  to  be  confidered  was,  whether 
a /^  and  honourable  peace  could  be  made  with  a  government 
a^mg  upon  the  principles  of  the  exifting  power  in  France  ? 
Their  fundamental  and  favourite  principle  is  that  of  a  fyftem 
of  liberty,  grounded  on  the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  maut 
and  unqualified  equality;  not  that  equality  which  claim$ 
equsd  diftribution  of  juftice,  equal  application  of  laws,  equal 
fecurity  of  rights  and  property,  equal  freedon^  and  efiu|l 
prote£biott — but  an  equality,  the  recognition  of  which  muft 
involve  in  it  an  admimon  of  the  injuftice  and  ufprpation  of 
every  principle  of  our  conftitution,  of  every  order  of  our 
ibciety,  and  of  all  thofe  inftitutions  which  have  for  agot 
been  confidered  as  the  facred  fupports  of  our  liberties,  the 
guards  of  our  profperity,  and  the  inftruments  of  our  happi^ 
nefs }  in  (hort,  it  would  be  to  acknowledge  our  boafted  con- 
ftitution, as  being  at  beft  a  fortunate  offspring  of  the  violation 
of  the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man.  And  will  your  Lordflupa 
confider  that  as  a  fafe  neace,  which  admits  that  people  and 
thofe  principles  into  tK^  country,  to  hold  club^  in  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom,  to  celebrate  the  civic  feafts  of  puce 
democracy  at  the  doors  of  this  Houfe,  and  to  parade  the 
guillotine  along  Pall  Mall  and  St.  James's  ? 

Another  fevourite  principle  of  the  exifting  government  of 
France,  the  motto  to  all  their  public  a£k$,  and  the  proverbial 
expreflion  of  the  country,  amongft  thofe  who  have  liberty  of 
fpeech,  is,  *'  The  republic,  one  and  indivifible."  Upon  tliis 
principle  of  indivifibility,  they  have  engrafted  another  of  in- 
corporation and  adoption,  by  which  they  are  equally  bound 
not  to  relinquifti  any  territory  which  may  have  been  conauer«» 
cd  from  them,  or  to  reftore  any  pofieffions  they  may  nave 
conquered  from  others.  ^  Can  we  then,"  faid  his  Lordlhip^ 
'<  make  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  on  this  bafis,  with  the  ex- 
ifting government  m  France  ?  Will  it,  on  the  one  hand,  be 
m  fafe  peace,  which  leaves  them  in  pofleiEon  of  the  Auftriaa 
Netherlands,  with  its  immenfe  fertility  and  crowded  popula- 
tion ?    Will  it  be  a  fafe  peace,  w^uchj  in  addition  to  fuch  an 
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^xtcnGon  of  European  territory,  rcftorcs  to  them  the  "Weft 
India  iflands,  which  have  been  ftated  this  night  to  produce  an 
annual  return  of  ten  millions  fterling  ?  Would  it  be  fafe,  (hould 
they  condefcend  to  adopt  and  incorporate  the  conquered 
country  of  Holland  into  their  republic,  to  learc  to  them  the 
pofTeilion  of  the  coafts,  the  harbours,  the  refources,  the  induf- 
try  and  population  of  that  country,  with  all  the  advantaged 
which  have  been  fo  powerfully  and  fo  amply  ftated  in  anothci* 
view,  by  the  Noble  Marquis  (Lanfdown)  near  me  ?  Can  we 
make  an  honourable  peace,  by  a  voluntary  and  unconftrained 
facrifice  of  all  thofe  who,  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  elfewhere, 
have  put  themfelves  under  your  government,  and  have  trufted 
to  your  prote£lion?  Can  we  make  an  honourable  peace,  by  the 
facrifice  of  Savoy,  which  we  have  guaranteed  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  or  by  the  furrender  of  Corfica  to  the  fury  and  ven- 
geance of  the  French,  after  they  have  folicited  your  adoption^ 
and  fought  your  fovereignty,  after  his  Majefty  has  accepted 
the  Crown  of  that  ifland,  and  that  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
in  their  addreffes,  have  fan£kioned,  adopted,  and  approved 
that  acceptance  ? — Are  thefe  terms  cither  fafe  or  honourable  i 
Tet  tiiefe  terms  muft  be  adopted,  or  the  principles  of  the  cxift- 
ing  government  in  France  muft  be  changed ;  and  is  fuch  a 
change  to  be  cxpeftcd  of  fuppofed,  from  that  viftorious'  re- 
public, in  the  hour  of  fuccefs  and  in  the  moment  of  exulta- 
tion ?  And  what  (faid  his  Lordftiip)  is  the  probable  perma^ 
nency,  the  moderation  and  good  faith,  either  to  its  fubjef^s  or 
to  its  neighbours,  of  this  republic,  at  whofe  mercy  we  (hould 
place  ourfelves  by  fuch  concefBons  ?" 

As  to  its  permanency,  we  have  lately  feen,  in  July  laft,  tho 
overthrow  of  the  moft  powerful  and  moft  permanent  govern- 
ment which  has  exifted  in  France  fince  the  revolution.  Daring 
the  reign  of  Robefpierre,  refources  were  found  by  the  moft 
tyrannical  meafure  of  double  oppreffion— the  forced  value  of 
affignats,  and  the  dq)relTion  of  the  price  of  labour  and  corn* 
modities  by  the  law  of  the  maximum ;  the  ftate  having  pro* 
Tided  for  its  neccflary  fupply,  by  the  limited  value  of  property, 
the  forced  continuance  of  individuals  in  their  ufual  labour  or 
traffick,  and  by  an  arbitrary  eftimation  of  paper,  an  enormoua 
public  debt  and  general  difcontent  were  to  be  encountered  on 
the  accefHon  of  the  moderates,  who  by  a  fwindling  policy 
have  reduced  the  forced  value  of  affignats,  to  their  probable 
produce,  or  at  leaft  to  the  public  eftimation  of  it,  whieh  has 
redueed  thejjr  value  85  per  cent.  At  the  fame  time,  by  taking 
off  the  reftraints  of  the^  hateful  law  of.  the  maximum,  they 
have  fuffercd  the  price  of  all  the  neceffarics  of  life*  to  becomp 
double  i  "and  to  my  furprife,"  faidhis  Lordlhip,  *4  hear  a  Noble 
3O3  Pukt 
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Duke  declare,  that  thi ,  produces  no  diftrefs  in  France-    I  hare 
before  licard  the  fame  aflVnion,  but  I  hare  heard  no  argument 
in  fu]:p()rt  uf  it,  and  I  ihould  be  curious  to  hear  what  argu- 
ment cc)Ui*l  be  produced  in  fupport  of  it — put  into  Englifli^and 
applied  to  ourfelves.     What !  would  it  be  no  diftrefs  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  looL  (hould  become  worth  5I.  onlyy 
and  that  all  the  articles  of  our  confumption  fliould  rife  to 
double  their  price  ?  I  {hould  doubt  the  permanency  even  of  our 
own  government  under  fuch  circumftances.    Such  arc  the 
fyftems    of  their   internal   governments  either  of  terror    or 
moderatifm."    For  their  moderation  towards  other  nations^ 
his    Lordfhip  faid   he  need    only  recall  to    their   Lordfliips 
recollcftion,  the  eternal  war  denounced  in  the  reign  of  Roli- 
fpicrre  againft   all  Sovereigns,  and  the  determination  not  to 
make  peace  with  any  nation  which  (hould  have  a  King  oTcr 
it  i  which  general  declaration,  it  fecms,  the  moderates  have 
concentrated  to  one  point,  and  direfted  againft  this  country 
cxclufively.     To  avert  thefe  dangers,  and  to  avoid  this  colleQive 
vengeance,  we  are,  it  feems,  to  propofe  peace,  and  foHcit  them 
to  treat  1  "  Are  we  then  (he  faid)  fo  infenGble  to  the  recent  and 
calamitous  example  we  have   feen  of  the  efFeds  of  fuch  foli- 
citation  to  treat?    Can  we  fo  foon  forget  that  Holland  did 
propofe  to  treat,  that  commiffioners  were  appointed,  and  that, 
under  the  faith  of  a  ftrongly  implied,  if  not  a  fpecifically  ex- 
prefled  armiftice,    the  French  marched  forward  upon    their 
fupine  negotiating  prey,  and  over-run  the  country,  in  a  tor- 
rent more  dreadful  and  deftruAive  than  any  that  Meuden  or 
Naarden  could  produce,  and  that  before  the  CommiflTioners  of 
Holland  could  arrive   at  Paris,  the   army  of  France  was  at 
Amfterdam,    the   guillotine  was  ercfted   in   their  principal 
market-places,  and  on  every  rampart  of  the  United  Provinces 
the  republican  *^  banners  flout  the  fkies,  and  fan  their  people 
cold  V — An  armiftice  indeed,  from  the  happy  local  ficuation  of 
this  country    and  the  gallant  and  independent  fpirit  of  its  in- 
habitants, might  not  be  fo  fatal  to  us:  We  muft  go  for  our 
deftruftion  one  ftep  beyond  a  truce,  make  a  peace,  let  in  the 
miflionaries  of  French  anarchy  and  infidelity,  give  them  time 
to  confult  with  their  hidden  aflbciatcs,  let  them  have  an   op-r 
portunity  of  impofing  on  the  ignorart,  and  inflaming  the  eager 
and  unwary,  and  they  may  then  attack  us  unarmed  and  un* 
allied,  and  pjrh  ips  eflFect  our  overthrow.   At  all  events,  under 
all  the  prefcnt  circumiLnices,  a  peace  would  give  us  the   in* 
aftion  of  tranquillity  without  itsrepofe;we  fliould  bcdifarmed 
without  fccuhty,  and  at  peace  without  amity. 

"  But  (added  his  Lordfhip),  were  my  opinion  difiercit  re^ 
fpcciing  FreiiiCh  priaciplcs,  French  moderatioUi  and  French 

faith^ 
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faith)  the  motion  would  appear  obje£lionable|  from  the  inv^ 
policy  of  preliminary  declarations  either  in  the  (hape  of  gra- 
tuitous conceflions,  or  impotent  threats ;  in  the  firft  cafe,  you 
hazard  either  the  future  facrifice  of  national  interefts,  or  the 
dereli£tion  of  national  confidency  and  good  faith.  You  per^ 
haps  make  conceflions  without  any  return,  which  might  during 
negotiation  have  produced  counter-conceflions,  or  by  retraft- 
ing  your  pledge  you  expofe  yourfelves  to  the  difgraceful  im- 
putations of  inconfiftency  and  falfehood.  Louis  the  [^IVthj  on 
his  marriage  with  the  Infanta,  renounced  for  himfelf  and  his 
pofterity,  the  fucceflion  to  the  Spanilh  monarchy ;  and  on  the 
death  of  Charles  the  lid  he  found  himfelf  in  the  awful  di- 
lemma of  either  breaking  a  folemn  pledge  made  in  the  face  of 
all  Europe,  or  of  iacrificing  the  claims  of  his  family  and  the 
advantage  of  his  people ;  he  chofe  the  firft,  and  was  in  confe- 
quence  harafled  with  the  moft  powerful  combination,  and 
preficd  by  the  moft  calamitous  and  dcftruftivc  war  of  his 
whole  reign.  If  we  enter  into  an  engagement  to  interfere  in 
no  circumftances  in  tlie  internal  government  of  France,  we 
may  bind  ourfelves  to  accept  it,  at  a  moment  when  it  may  be 
offered  to  avert  an  impending  counter-revolution,  which  might 
be  completed  by  our  afiiftance  given  to  the  counter-revolution- 
ary party,  and  might  introduce  a  government  moft  favour- 
able to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  this  country.  And  here  his 
Lordftiip  defired  to  recall  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Noble 
Lords  who  fupported  the  original  motion,  the  opinion  of  a 
great  political  charafter,  from  whom  they  were  not  likely  to 
diffent  or  difpofed  to  differ.  When  the  Addreffes  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty  in  1787,  on  ^he  revolution  in  Holland,  were  unanimoufly 
voted,  the  perfon  alluded  to,  ftated,  that  he  felt  an  obje£lion 
to  an  exprcffion,  as  he  thought,  fuperfluoufly  introduced  into 
the  Addrcfs,  and  tending  to  bind  thofe  who  voted  for  it,  to  a 
rcftri<flive  principle  which  he  could  not  admit.  The  cxpreffion 
was,  that  the  ancient  and  lawful  government  of  Holland  had 
been  reftored.  It  was  not,  he  faid,  a  queftion  with  him,  whe- 
ther it  were  the  ancient  and  lawful  government,  but  whether 
it  were  that  government  which  would  be  moft  likely  to  be 
favourable  to  this  country  and  advantageous  to  its  intercfts. 
•*  Let  me  then  afk  (faid  Lord  Mulgravc),  whether  the  prefent 
extfting  power  in  France,  to  which  we  are  called  upon  to  bind 
ourfelves,  is  the  ancient  and  lawful  government  of  France,  or 
like -any  ancient  or  lawful  government  that  ever  exifted;  or 
whether,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  government  moft  likely  to 
be  favourable  to  this  country  or  advantageous  to  its  intercfts  ?" 
He  would  not,  he  faid,  however,  declare  that  he  never  would 
treat  even  with  die  cxifting  French  government.     It  was  as 

impolitic 
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impolitic  to  tfarcaten  as  to  concede  preniatifrri)r«-itlie  diaiices 
and  calstmides  of  war  might  reduce  us  to  tlie  neotffitj  of 
treating.  With  greater  difa^antagesof  hononr  and  fec^rity  w€ 
never  could  treat  The  queftion  wasy  whether  ^toeceflStf  itM 
yet  come  upon  ns  ? 

Si  tarn  deierti  (umus,  et  femel  agmine  rerCo 
FtmdiCus  occidimvft— iieque  habet  Fortuna  regreffuo). 


Let  ns  adopt  the  motion  and  open  the  treaty.  And  this  1 
me  (faid  his  Lordihip)  to  confider  the  ftatement  of  oar  Bitmm* 
tion  made  by  the  Noble  Marquis  near  me.  Had  I  not  confider-* 
cd  our  refourcea  as  well  as  our  reveries^  had  I  nothing  on  which 
to|form  my  judgment, but  the  melancholy  pidure  diawnby  the 
Noble  Marquis,  I  fliould  indeed  think  the  time  come  for  (up* 
pUcating  peace,  and  accepting  any  terms  which  mi^it  he 
granted.  The  ilatements  of  the  Noble  Marquis  go  not  to  the 
impolicy  but  to  the  impoilibility  of  carrying  on  the  war  ;  it 
goes  not  to  the  eftimation  of  our  refources,  but  to. the  condo- 
fion  that  they  are  at  an  end.  Tet,  if  every  ctrcumftance  be 
confidered,  there  is  room  fttU,  not  only  for  confolation  but  for 
hope :  We  have,  it  muft  be  admitted  with  tonoiw  (but  not 
felt  with  defeair),  met  with  heavy  lofles  and  levere  difeomfi« 
ture ;  the  laft  campaign  in  Europe  has  been  peculiarly  cala^ 
mitous  and  unfuccefsful  j  the  very  elements  have  been  adverfes 
and  a  mod  important  limb  of  the  confederacy  has  been  kspt 
oiF  by  the  victorious  fword  of  our  enemy;  the  Auftrian  1^ 
therlands  have  been  relinquifiied,  and  Holland  has  been  cob^ 
quered ; 

Non  ef it  auxilio  nobis  iStolus  et  Arpi^ 

At  M&flapuA  erit— «t  quos 

Tot  populi  miferi  (iifces«-«-* 

We  may  ftill  look  to  the  Germanic  Body  s  the  ssealous  co* 
operation  of  Auftria  may  be  expeded  with  added  vigour  s  the 
King  of  Pruflia  may  feel  the  necelBty  of  adion — Spain/  thd 
States  of  Italy,  the  defperate  (late  and  gallant  exertions  of  the 
French  emigrants  and  royalifts,  may  ftill  be  looked  to,  if  we 
do  not  (hut  out  all  profpe£l:  of  advantage  from  their  efibrts. 
The  refources  of  the  Weft  India  ifland$,ttie  local  advantages  of 
Corfica,  and  a  navy  vi£lorious  and  mafters  of  the  fea,  are  ftill 
ourst  Let  us  not  therefore  difcourage  ^ur  allies,  difpirit  oar 
countrymen,  and  alarm  thofe  who  look  to  us  for  fupport  and 

Srote£lion,  by  a  premature  and  ufelefs  declaration,-^^  I  flxmld 
ave  been,  for  one,  ready  to  meet  the  motion  with  a  previous 
queftion  ;  but  if  fome  declaration  is  thought  ncceifary,  I  can** 
ppt  conceive  ope  more  properly  gua]:ded  than  the  amende 
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laent  prppofed  by  my  NoUe  Friend' ^  for  which  1  fliall  give  my 
Vote,  frbm  my  opinion  that  it  is  perfe£lly  diftin£k  from  the 
inoticKi  brought  forward  by  the  Noble  Duke. 

Tf>i  Earl  of  Lauderdale  began  a  tery  warm  and  animated 
argument  in  fupport  of  the  motion  of  his  Noble  Friend,  by 
declaring  his  aftoni(hment  at  the  manner  in  which  it  had  beea 
met  by  minifters  that  day — a  motion  that  was  fo  plain  in 
itfelf,  and  fo  fimple  and  explicit  in  its  expreflions,  that  it  waa 
wonderful  hoyr  any  fet  of  men  could  have  imagined  it  wa« 
proper  to  m^et  it  with  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  hacknied 
topics  relied  on  in  the  courfe  of  lad  year's  debates,  the  fallacy 
of  which  was  then  deteded  and  expofed,  and  had  been  fince 
uaanfwerably  difproved  by  the  evidence  of  events,  a  fort  of 
teftimony  which  no  man  could  controvert.    The  Earl  went 
over  the  hiftory  of  the  negotiations  with  the  Emperor,  and 
what  had  pafled  at  the  Diet  of  Ratiibon.     A  Noble  Lord  in 
that  Houfe  had  been  fent  with  two  proportions  to  the  court 
of  Vienna^  in  the  reception  of  which,  that  court  behaved  a& 
might  have  been  eatpefted  :  The  one  was  to  offer  the  Empe- 
ror a  loan  of  fix  millions,  the  other  to  propofe  that  a  firitifli 
Glcqeral  Should  take  the  command  of  their  tropps.    He  fpoke 
ironically  of  the  wonderful  diificulty  that  might  have  attended 
the  part  of  that  negotiation  which  related  to  perfuading  the 
Emperor  to  accept  our  fubfidy.    He  faid,  the  money  offered^ 
no  doubt,  was  accepted  with  a  true  German  bluntnefs  and  in- 
difference i  that  it  was  confidered,  large  as  its  amount  was,  as 
H  mere  barter  of  commodity,  which  the  Englifli,  from  prejudice 
of  education,  or  infurmountable  habit,  or  fome  other  irrefiftip 
ble  impulfe,  were  fo  bent  on  getting  rid  of,  that  it  was  to  be 
accepted  as  a  matter  of  courfe ;  and  the  rather,  as  it  proved  a 
feafonable  fupply  to  the  aid  of  their  exhaufted  finances*    But 
was  the  Emperor  equally  accommodable^  he  alked,  in  refped 
to  the  condition  that  an.AuItrian  army  fhould  be  commanded 
by  a  Britiih  General?  He  believed  not.    Thofe  who  treated  on 
the  part  of  the  Emperor,  faid   *^  We'll  take  your  money,  but 
the  other  condition  is  a  very  different  queftion.'*     With  regard 
to  what  paffed  at  the  Diet  of  Ratiibon,  it  was,  he  faid,  matter 
of  notoriety  that  the  £le£lor  of  Hanover  and  the  Prince  of 
Hcffe  were  the  only  Eledtors  adverfc  to  peace,  that  the  Em«r 
peior,  as  Archduke  of  Au(tria>  Teemed  rather  inclined  to  meet 
the  general. wifli  of  the  Diet;  but  propofed  that  the  decifion  of 
the  matter  in  queftion  fhould  be  referred  to  the  Emperor,  vi«# 
to  bimfelf.    The  Earl  took  notice  of  the  different  arguments 
urged  by  different  Noble  Lords,  and  faid  fcmcthing  pointed 
in  reply  to  each,  in  the  courfe   of  his  dIfcuIIion>  which  was 
extremely  circumftantial,  as  his  Lordiliip  generally  fpeaksfrom 

the 
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the  minutcS)  which  he  makes  at  the  table,  of  what  is  faid  by 
tbofe  who  have  preceded  htm  in  the  debatej  and  maintained 
reafonings,  that  do  not  fall  in  with  his  own  opinions  or  wi(hes. 
He  contended  that  the  prefent  motion  fpoke  not  on|y  the  (eofe 
of  the  nation^  but  of  our  allies.    The  only  objeAions  wluch 
were  made  to  it  were  not  drawn  from  the  law  of  nations,  but 
from  the  Jacobin  fchool,  which  the  fpeakers  againil  it  profcfled 
fo  much  to  reprobate^  or  from  the  dodrines  and  principlesr 
which  had  been  avowed  by  the  Emprefs  of  RuiEa.     He  op- 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  amendment,  not  only  as  being  contradic- 
tory in  itfelf,  but  as  leaving  it  within  the  difcretion  of  minif* 
ters  to  determine  *^  when  a  government  fhould  be  eftabliihed 
in  France,  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  with  other  nations."    If  it  was  left  to  mintfters  to  de* 
termine  on  this  nice  topic,  it  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  with  their 
want  of  fuccefs,  and  their  wiflies  to  retrieve  the  chandler  they 
had  loft,  the  period  muft  be  very  diftant  indeed  when   they 
would  difcover  a  government  in  France  with  whom  they  could 
poflibly  negotiate.     After  coinciding  in  fentiment  with  every 
part  of  the  fpcech  of  his  Noble  Friend,  who  brought  forward 
the  propofition,  the  Earl  concluded  with  declaring  that  he 
ihould  give  his  vote  for  the  motion. 

The  EarJ  of  Carii/Ie  complimented  the  Noble  Duke  on  his 
motion,  which,  upon  the  face  of  it,  imported  what  could  not 
be  denied  ;  but  under  the  circumftances  of  the   war,  he  felt 
great  doubts  whether  it  would  be  underftood  by  the  country, 
oi^by  the  French  themfelves,  as  meaning  what  he  made  no 
^ueftion  the  Noble  Duke  intended  it  to  effed,  viz,  to  open  a 
door  to  negotiation,  and  fmooth  the  path  of  peace.     On  the 
contrary,  he  greatly  feared,  that  the  conftru£lion  put  upon  it 
by  the  people  of  England,  would  be,  that  if  it  did  not  dire£bly 
/ue  for  peace,  it  at  leaft  laid  Great  Britain  at  the  feet  of  France, 
and  put  it  at  the  mercy  of  the  Convention*^an  idea,  at  whicK 
he  was  furc  every  man  who  felt  for  the  honour  of  his  country      I 
would  revolt,  not  only  becaufe  it  was  in  the  higheft  degree      | 
degrading  to  the  national  character,  but  becaufe  it  could  not      i 
but  tend  effe£lually  to  prevent  our  making  either  a  fecure  or 
an  honourable  peace.    Peace  was  undoubtedly  a  defireable      I 
obje£t,  but  in  proportion  as  it  was  defireable,  he  thought  it 
indifpenfibly  neceifary,  that  we  fliould  take  care  to  attempt  to 
negotiate  it,  only  when  it  could  be  done  confidently  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  country.    The  amendment,  the  Earl 
faid,  he  conceived  embraced  the  main  idea  of  the  original 
motion,  but  ftated  it  in  more  guarded  terms,  and  in  terms 
better  adapted  to  all  the  circumftances  of  the  occafiojg. 

Tie 
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The  Duhe  of  Leeds -(tAA,  "Mjr  Lords,  before  !  fay  a  fitigle 

"word  to  the  queftion  now  before  you,  I  think  fome  apology  is 

neccflTary  from  me  to  my  Noble  .  Friend  high  'in  office  (LorA 

Grenville),  and  another  Noble  Lord  (Lord  Parnlcy),foT  my 

havirvg  withdrawn  myfelf  from  this  Houfc,  previous  to  thdr 

liaving  honoured  my  fentiments  with  their  obfcrvatiorts  *(aHtfd- 

ing  to  what  pafted  the  firft  day  of  the  feffions).  Norhavirtg  ftti 

either   the  Speech  or  Addrcfs,   and  fpeaking    merely  froni 

what  I  had  colleded  during  their  being  officially  re;id,  t  ain 

confcious  the  wojds  I  quoted,  as  forming  a  part  of  them,  were 

inaccurate ;  I  have  fince  looked  at  them,  and  hold  the  Addrc:6 

now  in  my  hand,  and  of  courfe  hope  to  be  correft.  * 

The  exprefEon,    *'  no  eftablifhed  government  or  independent 

'  ^flaie  can  J  under  the  prefent  circumjlancet^  derive  real fecurity  from 

fuch  mgot'tattons^*  iS  what  I  muft  ftill  objcft  to,  and  for  this 

feafon,  as  conveying  to  my  mind  nothing  lefs  than  a  dignified 

term  of  manly  refiltance,  but  on  the  contrary  exprefling  fome- 

'thinglike  p'ecvifh  refentment,  little  ^calculated  to  be  c6nveye<i 

ivQtti  fuch  authority  to  fuch  an  auditory  as  in  the  cife  whca 

a  Sovereign  of  this  country  fpcaks  to  a  BritHh  Parliament. 

**  Now  to  the  queftion  itfelf.     My  Lords,  when  tiie  Noble  ' 

Duke  who  brought  forward  this  motion  did  tne  the  honotfr  to 

communicate  it  to  me,  I  confefs,  it  met  '^rifh  my  warniell  ap- 

' probation.     It  ftruck  me  as  conveying  in  a  vdry  fmall  comp^Sg 

'an  abftraft  propofition,  1  admit,  but  at  the  fame  rime  fucn 'iji 

abftraft  propcfition,  as  the   circumftances  of  jhe  times,  the 

■fitiiation  of  this  country,  and,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  tHe  finia- 

tion  of  France,  rendered  to  my  judgment  highly  wife,  poJitic, 

'  and  advantageous,  for  your  Lonlfhips  to  adopt.     I  truft,  rtiy 

I^ords,  I  am  neither  of  too   fanguine   or  too  dcfpotldiilg  a 

nature  with  regard  to  fhe  real  interefts  of  thi^  country:'   I 

"know  there  are  people- who,  from  their  language,  feem  to  eji- 

•  tertain  ideas,  which  God  forbid  fhould  ever  enter  within  there 

walls,  and  wluo,   in   other  refpefts,  not  only  poffefs  commoti 

fcnfe,  and  exhibit  very  refpeftable  abilities,  but  whofe  ar^- 

ments,  notwithftanding,  tend  to  this  conclufion— namely,  ttiat 

no  peace  ought  to  be  negotiated  with  the  republic  of  Frajice, 

till  the  French  army  are  at  Shooter's  Hill,  or  the  Engliln  it 

Mont  Mnrire, 

**  My  Lords,  my  opinion  by  ho  means  goes  Xo  the  abfurd 
length"!  have  juft  ftated  to  your  Lordfhips,  nor  can  that  of 
anyperfon  upon  rcflcftion,  I  truft,  extend  fo  far.  I  cannot 
but  lament,  ftiy  Lord3,  confiderihg  the  Very  great  length 
to  which  our  prefent  debate  has  reached,  that  a  profufion  of 
very  able  and  vcqr  briUrant  argument  has  been  unneceflarily 
VoL.L  jP  con- 
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eonfumed.    Had  Noble  Lords  confined  thcmfdvcs  to  the  riraf 
merits  «f  the  queftioa  now  before  the  Houie,  I  (houkt  bare 
trefpailed  upon  your  patience  at  leaft  four  hours  foouer  than 
the  preieot  moment :  I  therefore  hope  your  Lordlhips  will  noc 
accuic  me  of  being  a  voluntary  intruder  on  your  time.     My 
Lordsy  the  prefent  motion  has  been  argued  as  if  an  immediate 
peace,  or,  to  ufe  the  emphatic  words  (certainly  in  the  prefent 
infiance  moft  notoriouflv  mifapplied),  tht/iting  to  France  for 
peace,  was  either  confiftent  with  tlie  letter  or  the  fpirit  of  the 
Noble  Duke's  motion;  fuch  a  conftruftion  put  upon  the  mo- 
tion I  reprobate.   For  my  own  part,  my  Lordst  I  moft  declare 
that  no  one  principle  which  operated  upon  my  mind  from  the 
commencement  oi  the  war,  has  been,  or  is  now  abandoned 
by  me  i  and  had  the  Noble  Duke's  motion,  either  dtredly  or 
indire^Iy,  cramped  any  operation  either  naval  or  military,  or 
retarded  any  preparation  whatever  of  our  exertions  ^ainft 
France  *,  I  declare  folenmly  before  God,  your  Lordfliips,  and 
my  country,  Ifliouid  have  been  a  ilrenuous  oppofer  of  fuch  a 
meafure.    My  Lords,  a  Noble  Marquis  whom  I  do  not  now  fee 
in  his  place,  has,  I  know  not  why,  endeavoured  to  paint  the 
.prefent  Gtuation  of  the  country  as  deplorable  in  the  mod  point* 
ed  terms^  I  deny  the  fad,  and  were  I  to  admit  it,  I  would 
.defcribe  it  in  ftiU  more  glowing  colours,  I  would  borrow 
the.cxpreflionsof  one  of  .the  greatell  chancers  that^ever  ex- 
ifted  in  this  country,  whofe  memory  mu(t  ever  be  dear  to 
Engllflimen  $  and  who,  during  the  American  war«  prediAed 
fiiin  to  this  country— -{thank  God,  the  prediction  was  not  vcn* 
fied ! )   That  great  man,  addreffing  himfelf  to  this  Houfe,  de- 
ploring the  approaching  deftrudlion  of  the  country,  told  their 
JiOrdfiiips,  ^*  Whin  the  cloud  breaks  on  this  devoted  country^  yeur^ 
,Lord/hips  will  know  your  duty  :  I  think  I  fee  you  now  enconpojtd 
rwnd  that  throne,^  and  willing  to  fupport  it^  Jlill falling  with  your 
Sovereign  amid  the  general  wrecks  and  adding  individual  honour 
to  the  momentous  downfall  of  the  cori/litutionJ* — [Lokd  Ch4T- 

*^  In  the  courfc  of  the  many  years,  my  Lords,  that  I  have 
fat  tn  Parliament,  I  have  feen  the  country  labouring  with  great 
'and  threatcnirig  (lifRcuhics.  During  the  American  war, 
though  undoubtedly  fupported  by  the  great  body  of  the  people 
:in  its  origin,  it  was  at  laft  found  impoifible  to  be  carried  on 
with  any  hopes  of  fucccfs.  No  blame  had  ever  occurred  from 
inakinp  the  peace,  as  far  as  giving  independence  to  Amcrici 
V '\3  a  term  of  the  pacification  j  and  therefore,  confidering  the 
h'lguagc  that  had  been  held  in  this  country  towards  the  Con- 
liicG,  with  whom  \vc  afterwards  were  obliged  to  treat,  I  ccr- 

•  tnittlv 
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tainly  could  not  think  that  it  was  either  wife  ot  expedient  to 
defcend  to  fuch  eaiprcffions  a»  afterwards  we  oiight  have  tta** 
fon  to  difavow  virtually,  if  not  dircdiy. 

*^  But,  my  Lords,  I  deny  the  ftate  of  the  country  to  be  fiieh 
as  defcribed  by  the  Noble  Marquis  ;  was  it  fuch,  I  (bouM  in"* 
deed  hold  any  argum'^nt  to  be  fuperfluous  :  We  {hould  the« 
have  no  choice.  No,  my  Lords,  I  look  upbn  this  country  as 
pofTefTing  great  and  formidable  refources,  which,  if  w«U  ap* 
plied,  are  equal  to  the  prefent  and  every  other  emergency.' 
But,  my  Lords,  admitting,  as  I  do,  the  prefent  times  to  be 
attended  with  difficulty,  nay  with  danger,  I  wiih  to  fee  both 
objeds  met  with  manly  and  decided  firmnefs.  Obftinacy  muft 
not  be  reprefented  as  firmnefs  founded  upon  wifdom,nor  mUft 
the  frantic  efforts  of  wild  enthudafm  pafs  for  the  vigorouai 
energy  of  real  courage.  A  cool,  ftcady,  uniform,  and  well- 
concerted  plan  of  operation  on  our  part,  will  (IHl,  I  tnift,  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  prevail,  and  bring  us  finally  to  the  defired  port  i 
namely,  the  concluding  fuch  a  peace  as  (hall  be  confiftent  with 
the  interejff  the  honour ^  and  th&feeurity  of  this  comitry. 

"  Such,  my  Lords,  being  the  fan:  and  obvious  tendenqf  of 
the  Noble  Duke's  motion,  I  (hall  give  it  ray  mod  hearty  and 
unequivocal  fupport  \  and,  applauding  the  fimple  terms  in 
which  it  is  conveyed,  can  have  no  hefitation  in  preferring  ft  to 
the  amendment  moved  by  my  Noble  Friend  ;  the  intix>du<ftion[ 
of  which  amcmlment  I  cannot  but  ]ament,inafmuchas  it  appears 
to  me  fpecious  in  its  firfl:  impreffion ;  but,  notwtthftanding 
it  adopts  the  fentiments  of  the  original  motion,  fo  far  depart- 
ing from  the  fimplicity  of  that  motion,  as  rather  to  hold  out  \t^ 
fentiments  with  a  view  to  combat  them,  and  in  borrowing  the 
good  fcnfe  of  that  motion,  itinduftrioufly  provides  for  prevent- 
ing the  merit  of  that  motion  from  proving  advantageous  to 
the  country:  In  that,  my  Lords,  1  can  only  confider  thfc 
amendment  as  tending'to  allure  the  approbation  of  the  Hoafe 
under  falfe  pretences ;  I  therefore  reprobate  it,  and  cannot  bat 
confider  it  as  totally  unworthy  the  very  refpeftable  quarter  from 
whence  it  originated. 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  not,  he  faid,  to  go  at 
length  into  the  difcuffion  of  a  motion  that  had  been  fo  fully 
argued,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordftiips  to  the  true 
di(iin£lion  and  difference  between  the  original  motion  and 
the  amendment.  In  order  to  fhew  this,  his  Lordfliip  entered 
into  an  analytical  examination  of  the  motion  of  the  Noble 
Duke,  and  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  original  motion  was  undeniably  a  mere  abfhraft 
propofition  in  itielf,  which  could  not  with  more  propriety  be 
entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  than  any  firoilar  pro- 

3  P  2  pofition 
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pofition  \vhh  refpe£b  ta  morals  or  polinics.'  It  might  be ^ecm* 
ftrued  as  the  Noble  Duke  meant  it  tD  be  confbruedy  or  it 
might  be  taken  in  an  adverfe  andavery  different  point  of 
vhW)  and  Us  ^Sc&  would  neceiTarily  be  produiQive  of  falu-. 
•tary  pr  injurious  confequences,  juft  as  it  was  interpreted^ 
The  Noble  Duke  doubtlefs  meant  to  open  a  door  to  negotia- 
tion ^  but  was  he  fuie  it  would  do  toi  As  a  mere  abilraft  pro- 
pofition,  cat  hno  bring  it  forward  ?  It  was  not  neceiTanr  for 
their  Lorrlfhips  to  felecl  ab(lra£l  propofitions  from  tlie  Liw  of 
nations,  to  put  them  upon  their  Journals  in  the  (hape  of  refo- 
l^tions  of  the  Houfe.  Hie  amendment  appeared  to  him  to 
be  liable  to  lefs  obje£lion.  It  aimed  at  the  fame  objec>^  buc 
in  a  lefs  objectionable  manner.  It  was  calculated  to  attain  aH 
^at  the  niotion  of  the  Noble  Duke,  in  a  fpeech  of  grea^  elo- 

?uence  and  great  ability,  profeffed  to  be  ddirons  of  efi^^iing. 
'ake  it  collectively,  or  take  it  with  a  view  to  its  feveral  paita» 
it  would  be  found  on  examination  to  meet  every  wiib,  that 
fould  be  fuppofed  to  predominate  in  the  mind  of  the  Koble 
Duke,  and  in  the  minds  of  all  the  Noble  Ix>rds  who  had 
fpoken  in  fupport  of  his  motion.  His  Lordfliip  traced  the 
amendment  through  every  fentence^  and  explained,  with 
gfeat  perCficuity,  its  oearings  and  probable  confequences. 
After  arguing  it  at  fome  length  with  infinite  precifion  and  mi- 
fiutenefs,  he  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  fiiould  vote  for 
fhe  amendment. 

TCbe  Earl  of  Guildford  rofc,  not  to  detain  their  Loidihips^ 
but  merely  to  offer  a  fingle  obfervation.  The  amendment  did 
fiot,  the  Earl  faid,  go  to  the  fame  end,  to  anfwer  which  the 
fitfotion  of  his  Noble  Friend  was  calculated.  The  motion  in- 
tended to  open  a  door  to  negotiation,  without  re fcrve  or  ex« 
(Oeption.  The  amendment  in  the  latter  part- of  it  cxpre4ly 
<m»de  an  exception  to  the  prefcnt  government  of  France,  by 
|hc  obvious  meaning  of  the  words  "  and  on  the  dtfue,  uni- 
formly manifefted  by  his  Majcfly,  to  effe£^  a  paciiication  on 
juft  and.  honourable  grounds  nvUh  any  government  in  France^ 

under  whatever  form ^  ivhich  fhall  appear  capable  of  maintaining 
4^$  4iC£i(/i(med  relatiom  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries.*' 
.  Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  in  a  crins  fo  awfuK  and  when 
.difficulties  and  dangers  were  accumulati^ng  againll  us  beyond 
; all  example  of  former  \var$|  be  had  watched  the  debate  with 
.; extreme  anxiety,  as  involving  confiderations  ofjiigh  importance 
-to  the  eilential  interefls,  and  perhaps  to  the  exigence,  of  the 
■  Sritifii  empire*     The  qucllion  of  the  Noble  Duke  purported 

to  be  a  ftep  on  our  part  towards  a  pacification ;  the  amendment 
:  of  his  Noble  Friend  pieicffed  to  liave  the  fame  ohjeftj  and,  in 
.  addition  to  it,  to  urge  upon  the  country  the  neceffity  of  advan^ 
J    .  *  '  cin? 
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cWfiftowardB'liat  obje£t  wit'i  honour,  fafety»  and  advantage, 
Aarbich  can  only  be  done  by  an  iocreafed  adivity  and  exertion 
in  the  war.  Called  upon  as  he  now  waa  to  decide  between 
the  motion  and  fuch  an  amendment,  he  could  not  heGtate  to* 
give  his  preference  to  the  latter  for  reafons  which  had' been  fo 
faily  dated  by  others,  that  it  wa$  fuperfiuous  to  repeat  them. 
He  mdft  however  confcfs  that  he  had  felt  great  doubts,  whe- 
ther a  motion  might  not  have  been  prefied  in  a  manner  better 
Ciiculaced  to  anfwer  every  poflible  good  purpofe.  With  that: 
view,  he  would  have  taken  only  that  part  of  the  ^oble  Lord's 
amendment  which  relates  to  the  profecution'and  objeft  of  tha 
war  :  He  wbcildhavc  added  to  it  the  comptch^nfivc  words  of 
the  Noble  Duke  refpe£ting  the  government  to  be  t^eated'with  t 
to  which  he  would  have  fubjoined  the  clofrng  fentencc  of  the 
amendment  nwvcd  on  the  1 2th  of  February  1 793,  in  the  two 
Houfcs  (by  Lord  Lauderdale  and  Mr.  Fi)x).  The  motion 
would  then  have  been  as  follows  : 

«<  That  under  the  prcfent  circumftances,  th'S  Hcufe  feels  itfclf  called 
Vpon  to  declare  its  djtci  minat'on  firmly  and  ftcidily  to  fiipporr  his  Majefty 
in  the  vigorous  prolecu. ion  of  a  jud  and  neceffary  war,  as  affording,  at 
this  time,  the  only  reafonublc  cxpe6lation  of  permanent  fcciirity  and  peace 
to  this  country  :  And  that,  for  the  attainincni  of  thefe  obje^?,  this  Houcfe 
relies  with  confidence  on  h^s  Majcfty's  iiitei.tlon  to  employ  vigoroufly  tbc 
force  and  rflburces  of  ihe  country,  in  fupport  of  its  eff^^ntial  intcrefts,"— 
J*  And  that,  whatever  mny  be  ihc  form  "f  government  which  ro«y  at  any 
time  prevail  in  FrancCt  it  ought  not  to  preclude  ntj^ouatidn  or  prevent 
peace,  on  fuch  ttntis  as  rany  be  confident  wi:h  t)ie  honour  of  his  Ma- 
Jcfty*»  Crown,  theficurify  of  bis  Allies^  and  the  interctls  of  hii  people." 

Lord  Auckland  proceeded  to  remark,    that  the  motion  thus 

flated  would  have  been  more  confonant  to  his  feelings,  than 

"the  words  at  the  clofe  of  his  Noble  Friend's  amendment,  in* 

which  there  was  a  latent,  certainly   not  a  ftadicd,   ambiguity. 

"He  would  not,  however,  propofc  his  own  wonis,   becaufe  he 

'was  unwilling  to  lengthen  the  debate,  and  flill  more  to  em- 

'  barrafs  any  nicafurc  that  might  be  thought  ncceflary  by  thofe 

who  had  the  arduous  tafk  of  conducting  the  prefent  war.    The 

wording  of  the  motion   which  he  had  ftated  would  fervc  to 

fliew  the  conftruiflion  which  he  would  be  undei flood  to  give  to 

the  amendment  that  he  was  about  to  vote. 

Their  Lordlhips,  ihe  Bl^jop  of  Durham  faid,  need  be  under 

*  no  apprehcnhons  from  feeing  him  rife  at  fo  very  late  an  htour  *, 

that  he  would  trefpafs  on  their  patience,  or  detain  thefn  long 

•  Tircc  o'clock  in  the  mcrnirg. 
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'irtii'flfVii^Arhat'no  folid  objedion  had  boen  biought  agoiAiib 
hU  wp[^fitl  motion. 

The  Difkc  particularly  took  notice  o(  tke  prop«ii6ty  of 
tniniftcrs  to  (bift   their  j^round  ;  if  he  ascribed  to  them  oae 

•*line6f  arpiinn«rnr,  they  immcciiately  faid,  No  i  aod  had  rccourfc 
to  fome  other  p  fiiion  :     Ir  he  attempted  to  6jl  them  to  that» 
they  ngain    fhittcd   their  ground,    and    flieltered    themfelvcs 
under  fome  frefh  I'ubtcrt'uL'e.     The  fame  unfair  mode  ^vhich 
they  employed  in  defciiding  themfclves,  they  had  applied  tf> 
the  propofition  whicli  he  had  brought  forward  on  that  occa- 
fion.     Inftead  of  frankly   meeting  it,  tl^e  Noble  Secretary  of 
State  hi(i  cfiofen  to  fct  it  afide,  by  bringing  forward   an    en- 
¥irelv  H.HTerent  r'jfomtion,  uiuier  colour  ot  an  amend nicirt^— 
'A  circumitunce  wiiich  CiCarly  proved,  that  no  projvjGtiou  wouid 
1>e  adopted  by  miTv.ller*,  >vliich  did  mjr,  in   the  firll  inftance, 
■proceed  from  them fclvc?.     This  v/as  a  n unk  ot  getting  rid  ot 
liis  rel.  lution,  \T!ii:h-he  mi^fc  ddli  i<l>ly  rtpiobate.     They  hi.d 
thrn  n^giiedn;-;niii(l  his  rek>luri(jn,  as  it  4t  went  to  ihe  Icncjth 
of  huvi^  tor  jvj.icff ;  a  circuinllaiice  wiiich  he  UmI  na  only  cx- 
prcf.ly  difciaiined,  butwhit^ii  the  propofition -itfelf  could  not  in 
'the  fmnllcd  devjrce  vrnrnnit.  On  the  contiaiy,  he  had  broti;:ht 
*it  forv'ttd,  in  tjiderto  lead  minillcrs  to  fomc  direct  avow.**  of 
principiL',  which  mig'n  at  Icalt  pate  the  way  for  negotiacioii^ 
and  hoW  out  a  ground  to  the  country,-  on  which  it   mig^ht  be 
pofTibJeto  treat.     The  NoWc  Secrcrary  of  State  had  Rated  ic 
':»s^  pronfof  theiiiilability  of  the  rcpubiican  government  of 
Prance,  thit  the Com'cntion  had  fent  to^he revolutionary  triba- 
nnl,  a  p'-rfon-who  hnd  publiflicd  a  pamphlet  propofing,  that  the 
'Prirriry  Afl'crmblics  Oiould  meet  to  dchberatc  whether  monar- 
chyihculd  not  be  rcfton^d.     This  was  the  greateft  crime  thar 
could  be  comrnittfd  againlt  any  (latf,  as  it  was  a  propofal  thai 
went  dircClJy  to  overturn  the  cxiflinj(  republican  govern ment. 
Was  it  aijy  ]iroort)f  the  inftabiliry  of  t)ie  Britilh  Conftitution» 
that  G'tveinmL-nt  -httd   thought  proper  to  han^  their  own  fpv 
(Watt),  bccaufe,  in  order  the  more  e(Fc(flual]y  to  promote  the 
views  ofhisempfo^ers,  I\e  Irad  thouj^ht  proper  in  the  focictics 
tn   crijonfc  th  !  caufc   of  rcpubJicnnifm  ?    ^What  '^ould  mi- 
niitcrs  fay,  it  the  cxprellion  of  this  Ipy  Iiad  been  held  otit  as 

'  tlic  criterion  of  the  I'entimenisof  the  country.  The  Learned 
Lcni  oVi  the  WooltV.ck  had  1^  .xmi  pleafcd  to  declare,  that  he  im- 
puted to  Idin  no  bad  intent i.n  irt  bringing  forward  his  motion. 
Whit   intention    could  the   Ndble  Lord  poflibly  impufe  to 

*  hinv,  buf  n'gard  for  the  intcrctls  of  tlie  couutty,  and   a  dcfirc 

to  lave  ihe  conlliiution  ?     But  it  might  be  alleged  that  they 

oppof  d  the  mcafures  of  minifters  becaufe  they  were  envious 

ot  their  places;     The  ranks  of  Oppofuion  hnd  huely  been  con- 

>•:  lidcrablr 

1 
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Cderably^  thinned  ;  other  Noble  Lords  had  changed  their  opt- 
tihonsf  and  had  been  rewarded  with  places  and  honour  1— 
^  We,  too  (faid  the  Duke  of  Bedford )»  might  have  paitid*" 
pated  of  thefe  rewards,  if  we  had  been  difpofed  to  purchaTe 
them  at  the  fame  price/' 

LordGrenvilhy  Lord  Mulgrave^  zxA  Lord  Car liflebAAzic^ 
i^ords  in  explanation. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment : 

Contents  •  -  •  88 

NQt'Contents  »  -  ij 

Majority  73 

'  The  queftion  being  put  on  the  motion  thus  amended,  a  con* 
terfation  took  place,  in  which  Lord  GrenvUle  is  rumoured 
to  hare  fatd  exprefsly,  that  his  Majefty*s  minifters  confidcred 
the  prefent  government  of  France  as  one  with  which  they  could 
not  treat. 

The  Duke  of  Bed fprdznd  tie  Earls  tfGuild/irdznd  LauderdaU 
contended,  that  this  was  a  full  admiffion  that  the  refoiutiony 
as  now  propofed  to  be  voted,  was  completely  nugatory. 

Lord  Grenville  and  the  Earl  ofCarliJle  endeavoured  to  qualify 
this  conftrudion  of  Lord  Grenville's  words,  but  the  words  in 
fubftamce  were  adhered  to. 

The  amended  motion  was  carried  without  a  dtTifion* 

Adjourned  at  half  an  hour  pad  four  o'clock* 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  Bifliop  of  LandaflT,  and  Earl  of 
Tankerville,  went  away  before  the  divifion. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Wednesday,  Jan.  28. 

The  Mutiny  Bill  was  prefented  and  read  a  firil  time* 
The  Speaker  iffued  a  new  writ  for  the  ele£lion  of  a  Member 
of  Parliament  for  the  toM^n  of  Carnarvon,  in  the  county  of 
Carnarvon,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Paget,  appointed  Lord  Lieute* 
nant  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Huffey  moved.  That  an  account  of  the  national  debt, 
as  it  ftood  on  the  5th  of  January,  (hould  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, with  an  account  of  the  intereft  thereon. 

MANNING  THE  NAVY. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   faid,    he  had  fomc  time 
fince  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee,  to 
Vol.  L  3  0^  take 
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take  into  confideration  a  plaa  for  the  more  (peedilyand  efibc 
tuajlyipaooing  hu  Majefty's  navy*  This  motion  he  meant  to 
l>ring  fotwrard  on  Monday  next^  but  would^  for  the  pxefeDt, 

?ireient  an  cutline  of  the  plan»  which  he  meant  on  Monday  to 
uhmit  for  diicuflion. 

The  firftpropoGtion  which  he  intended  CD  make  was»  that 
a  (uppi?  of  feamen  ihould  be  fumi(bed  from  the  diflferent  mer- 
chant*inips»  previous  to  their  clearing  oat»  in  proportioca  to 
their  tonnage  ;  fo  that  while  a  fufficient  number  of  men  fiu^&ld 
be  left  to  iiivigate-the  (hips,  there  might  likewife  be  a  force 
adequate  to  the  proteAion  of  the  coflvoyl»  On  this-fubjc£^  he 
had  already  had  much  communication  wtth  mercantile  men, 
and  would  be  g}ad  to  receive  further  information. 

,The  lecond  propofitioa  was,  that  as  there  was  a  great  irasi- 
ber  of  men  employed  on  water  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  king* 

;  doom,  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  employment,  were  qna- 
lified  for  fea  fervice,  though  not  regularly  trained  to  be  feamei^ 
that  out  of  thefe  there  fiiould  alio  be  furnifhed  a  certain  pro- 
portion. 

It  was  further  conceived,  tliat  a  conflderable  number  of 
landmen  might  be  applied  to  the  naval  fervice.  With  this 
view  it  was  propofed  to  make  a  call  upon  the  difierent  counties 
to  fumifh  a  certain  number  of  landmen  in  proportioa  to  the 
number  of  inhabited  houfes,  not  exempted  from  taxes.  Xhe 
mode  of  raifing  thefe  men  was  to  be  left  to  the  magtftrates, 
with  this  provifion,  that  there  ihould  be  impofed  upon  every 
pariih,  in  cafe  of  default,  a  fine  to  fuch  an  amount  as  would 
exceed  the  bounty  which  it  mi^ht  be  ncccfTary  to  offer. 

Thefe  were  certainly  ftrong  meafurcs  \  but  the  fituation  of 
the  country  required  that  (Irong  and  efieAual  meafures  fliould 
be  taken ;  and  from  the  fentiments  that  had  been  exprcfied 
from  all  fides,  he  had  reafun  to  belidve  that  they  were  tuch  as 

.,  would  meet  with  general  concurrence.  He  concluded  *with 
moving,  that  the  fubjefl  (liould  be  taken  into  confideration  in 
a  Committee  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  the  matter  propoCid  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Member  was  certainly  an  objedl  of  the  higtieft  importance  to 
the  country  ;  and  where  its  fafety  was  concerned,  every  perfon 
fliould  concur  in  meafures  produdiive  of  that  end.  ft  was 
necefiary,  however,  not  only  to  get  as  many  men  from  the 
number  of  thofe  already  trained  to  fervice,  but  to  proted  the 
nurfery  of  feamen.  He  ftated,  that  he  underftood  there  exiAed 
two  obdaclcs  to  this  nurfery ;  firft,  the  circumftance  of  im-* 
prefiing  apprentices,  which  deter  red  young  men  from  entering 
into  the  fervice*,  and  fecondly,  the  high  lx>unties given  in  fea- 
port  towns,  by  the  recruiting  parties.  . 

Air, 
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Mr.  Jikyll  aflced  what  period,  of  notice  was  to  be  BjVcn  to 
the  merchanr^fliips  to  furnifli  their  quota  of  ineo,  thi^  it  nfiight 
not  operate  as  an  embargo. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  it' ^s  intended  fo 
Operate  as  the  moft  effeftoal  embargo,  and  the  objeft'of  the 
Committee  was,  to  confider  the  beft  means  in  which  that  em- 
bargo conld  l>e  appHed  ;  the  operation  would  affefl  every  fllij^ 
as  foon  as  the  A£k  had  paAed. 

MOTION  FOR  PEACE. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  in  CQPf<?quepce  Df«  the  event  of  his  mo* 
tion  on  Monday,  fo  imfatis£adory  to  bifOy  amU  Jie  nndorftood^ 
as  little  fatisfai^ory  to  the  Public^  at  a  period  the  moft  im- 
portant and  prcflini;  that  had  ever  occurred  in  the  annais  of 
the  country,  he  rofe  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  Hmilar  ipotion  on  a  fnture  day,  in  order  to  afcertaia 
the  principle  on  which  the  war  was  dill  perfifted  to  be  carried 
on — a  point  which  he  had  by  no  means  been  able  to  co21e6i 
from  any  thing  expreifed  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  former  evening.  He  iliould 
take  an  opportunity  to  give  further  notice  of  this  motion  oil 
Monday^,  , 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated,  that  on  Monday  h6 
expeded  to  be  authorifed  by  hisMajefty  to  bringdown  a  me{l- 
fage  rcfpe£ting  the  Auftrian  loan,  which  would  of  courfe  b^ 
taxen  into  cooGderation  the  day  following.    * 

Mr.  Htfffiy  obferved,  that  this  was  a  mcafarc  not  only  new* 
and  unprecedented,  fa«it  on  the  confequences  of  which  de- 
pended the  public  credit;  before,  therefore,  the  Houfe  ftioul4 
confent  to  give  away  fuch  a  fum  for  foreign  fervice,  it  was  ims- 
portant  that  they  fliould  be  in  poifeflion  of  every  information 
that  could  be  obtained  with  refpe6b  to  the  efFc£^s  of  fuch  a 
ftep  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  He  ibould  therefore  make 
a  motion,  **  That  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England  be  moved  for  to  attend  this  Houfe,  in  ordeir 
to  flat?  their  information  on  this  meafure." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected  to  this  motion  aft 
irregular  in  the  prefent  ibge  of  the  bufmefs;  and  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  afterwards  to  oppofe  it. 

The  Speaker  dated,  that,  confiltentiy  with  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe,  what  had  betn .  faid  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  could  be 
coniidered  only  as  an  intimation  of  a  luture  motion. 

SUSPEN^SION  CF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolvc' 
ilfelf  into  a  Committee,  &c. 

3  0^2  Thi 
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Tie  Atiffmey  General  moved,  That  the  Spe^er  do  nowleasc  * 
the  chaiTi  ^    * 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  that  having  on  a  former  night  given  Boder. 
of  his  intention  to  oppofe  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Coxnmtttee; 
on  this  Bill)  though  he  meant  to  obje£l  to  the  Speaker  lesrrtiig' 
the  chair,  it  was  not  on  the  ground  of  moving  for  a  Call  of  the 
Houfe.     There  was  nothing  aifcrted  in  the  preamble  of  tfaa 
Bill  which  had  any  refprence  to  the  law  of  treafon.     He  wcmld 
not  pledge  himfeif  to  the  meafure  of  bringing  in  a  deda? 
ratory  A£t  to  explain  the  law  of  treafon.     But  if  in  the  late 
trials  doubts  and  conftrudions  had  been  attempted  to  be  io^ 
troduced  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  which  was  in  his 
mind  the  mod  fimple  and  explicit  upon  the  ftatate-bodk«  it 
was  of  importance  that  thefe  (hould  be  done  away,  and  that 
the  ftatute  ihould  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  cleamefs  and 
precifion,  for  which  it  had  originally  been  introduced.     He 
meant  to  oppofe  the  motion  for  leaving  the  chair,  on  the  ge- 
neral grounds  which  had  already  been  ftated,  and  which  he 
ihquld  not  then  recapitulate.     It  had  been  faid,  that  ;in -fiif-* 
pending  the  Habeas  Corpus  we  only  imitated  the  example 
of  our  fathers;    the  Habeas  Corpus  had  indeed  been  toSm 
pended,  but  the  continuance  of  thiat  fufpenfioni  after  th^pe« 
riod  for  which  it  had  originally  been  fixed,  was  rare  indeed. 
No  fttch  further  fufpeniion,  he  believed,  had  ever  taken  place, 
where  there  had  been  no  perfons  in  cuftody.     He  referred  to 
the  inftances  in  the  reigns  of  William  III.  and  of  George  I. 
and  II.    In  thefe  inftances  it  had  been  fufpended  either  dur- 
ing die  period  of  rebellion,  when  it  was  of  confequence  to 
prevent  any  acceflion  to  the  rebel  force,  or  from  the  dread  of 
attempts  ta  aflaflinate  the  King,  which  from  theinftantaneouf- 
nefs  with  which  they  could  be  executed,  it  was  expedient  and 
.peceflary  to  meet  by  means  of  immediate  prevention,  neither 
oC  which  circumftances  applied  to  the  prefent  period.    He 
concluded,  tlierefore,  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  not  more 
^warranted  by  precedents,  than  it  was  by  the  general  principles 
of  the  confticution,  and  the  confideration  of  the  exiftingcir* 
cumQ;ances. 

The  Attorney  General  declined  entering  into  the  general  dit 
cuffion,  but  deprecated  any  attempt  to  draw  the  law  of  treafon 
in^  queftion« 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  for  the  honour  of 
the  country  no  cafe  fimilar  to  the  prefent  h,ad  ever  occurred. 
The  danger,  which  we  had  at  prefent  to  encounter,  arofe  from 
the  progrefs  of  tltofc  prixlciples«  the  dreadful  confequcnces  if 
which  we  had  for  fome  years  paft  haS  the  misfortune  to  wit- 
liefs.     Since  the  Revolution  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  twetre 
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tisnes.fofpended,  and  in  three  or  four  of  thefe  inftances  the  fuf- 
jknfion  had  been  continued  without  bringing  forward  any 
frefli  grounds,  only  ftating  the  general  prevaienoc  of  danger. 
He  referred  to  the  preamble  of  one  of  the'Afcts  of  William  HI. 
the  year  after  the  Revolution,  ftating,  that  "  Whereas  there 
were  juft  grounds  to  fufpedt  treafonable  pradVices,  &c/'  The 
only  qucftion  then  was,  whether,  becaufe  the  danger  at  the 
preient  moment  was  not  precifely  the  fame,  though  in  the 
minds  of  many  rational  perfons  it  was  of  a  nature  infinitely 
more  dreadful  and  alarming,  we  ought  not  to  adopt  the  famCv 
means  of  precaution  that  were  employed  in  thofe  former  in-, 
fiances. 

The  Houfc  divided  on  the  queftion  "  Whether  thcSpeakcr 
do  now  leave  the  chair  ?"        ' 

Ays  -  -  6p 

Noes  •  -  14 

Majority     55  * 

*  The  Bill  then  went  through  the  Committee,  in  which  it  wa$ 

agreed  that  it  (hould  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  fcf* 

(ion.     The  Report  was  then  received,  and  the  Bill  ordered  1^ 

be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow« 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  Jan.  29, 

Received  from  the  Commons  the  Bill  for  fufpcndingthc 
Habeas  Corpus  A£l,  which  was  read  a  fir  ft  time,  and  ordeicd 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Saturday  next.  * 

The  E^rl  of  Guildford  faid,  as  it  was  undcrftood  that  a  mcf* 
fage  would  come  to  that  Houfe  from  his  Ma  jetty,  refpefiing 
the  Imperial  loan,  it  would  be  neceflary  for  the  Houfe,  befigire 
it  .proceeded  on  any  future  fubiidies,  to  have  ibm<:  informicioli 
as  to  the  efie£):  of  a  former  one,  he  meant  that  of  the  King 
of  Fruflla.  He  therefore  moved,  "  That  an  humble  AddrcU 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  be  gta* 
cioufly  pleafed  to  give  dircdlions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  entered  into  witk 
his  PruiEan  Majefty,  and  figned  at  the  Hague  in  the  year 
1794." — Ordered. 

The  Noble  Earl  then  made  a  feeond  and  third  motion. 

The  fecond  was,  "  An  account  of  the  troops  employed  by 
hig  Pruflian  Majefty,  in  purfuance  of  tbu  laft  treaty  figned 
at  the  Hague,  as  far  as  the  account  can  be  made  up/'  This 
was  objefted  to  by 

Lord 
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• 

Lard  GrenvilUy  who  faid  it  was  tmpofBble  to  procure  the 
particulars  on  that  head,  as  his  Majefty's  miniders  had  not 
themfelvcs  received  them. 

T/.r  Earl  of  Lmtdnrdale  faid^  that  as  commiffioners  had  beco 
a{>pointed  to  watch  over  the  motions  of  that  army,  they  muft 
certainly  be  in  pofleffioa  of  every  circomftance ;  and  he  was 
therefore  certain,  that  there  could  be  no  ground  of  obje£kion. 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  then  moved  a  fimiiar  Addrefs  for  an 
account  of  the  money  paid  to  his  Pruifian  Majefty,  in  pur* 
itcance  of  that  treaty. — Ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  Jan.  29. 

The  BiH  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  hOi  was  read  a 
thijrd  time,  on  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General. — On  the 
putting  of  the  queftion,  "  That  this  Bill  do  pafs,*^ 

Mr.  SJjeridafiy  who  had  juft'  entered  the  Houfe,  obfenred, 
that  he  Tiappcned  to  be  abfent  yefterday,  when  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend  had  taken  notice  ot  the  dodlrine  df.  the  Crown 
iffy^7ers  on  the '  law  of  treafon,  and  the  neceflity  there  na^ht 
be  of  coming  to  a  declaratory  law  upon  the  fubjedi.  When 
that  matter  fliould  be  brought  forward,  he  fhould  be  ready  to 
deliver  hb  fentiments. 

The  queftion  being  put,  That  this  Bill  do  pafs,  the  Houfe 
divided : 

For  it  -  -         62 

Againjlit     »  -  4 

Majority  -  58 

Mr,  Morris  Rabinfon  gave  notice,  That  on  Thurfday  he 
lliould  have  a  motion  to  make,  relative  to  the  ufe.  of  flour  in 
hair-powder, 

Mr.  Shfridfin  faid,  that  if  the  calculation  he  had  feen  of  die 
coufumption  of  fiour  in  the  way  of  powder  for  the  military 
be  a  juii  one,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  very  ferious  confideca* 
tion  of  the  Iloufc,  and  they  ought  to  come  to  fome  meafureto 
prevent,  as  much  <is  poAible,  any  fcarcity  of  bread. 

The  Mutiny  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  timeot^ 
IMonday  next. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Saturday,  Jan.  31. 
The  Bill  for  renewing  an  Aft  paflcd  laft  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
lifient)  empowering  his  Majefty  to  fecurc  and  detain  fuch  per- 
ibns  as  (hall  be  fufpe£led  of  confpiring  againft  his  perfon  and* 
government,  was  a  read  a  fecond  time.*— Ordered  to  be  cora-ir 
nutted  on  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  Feb,  2. 

The  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£k  paffed  the 
Conmiittee. 

The  Earlrf  Lauderdale  conceiving  that  qiaufe  which  extend* 
the  power  ot  this  Bill  to  the  laft  day  of  the  preient  feffion  of 
Parliament^  was  highly  dangerous^  becaufe  Parliament  niielK 
be  kept  GttiAg  to  any  period  in  order  to  keep  the  Bill  in  fuU 
force,  moved,  that  the  words  '*  firft  day  of  July  next,*'  be  in- 
ferted,  inftead  of  the  laft  day  of  the  prefent  feflion  of  Par* 
liannent.  The  queftion  being  put  thereon,  it  was  negatived 
without  a  divifion. 

The  remaining  claufcs  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  an4 
the  Bill  reported  and  ordered  to  be  reatl  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

Ordered,  that  the  Lords  be  fummoncd.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  Feb.  a. 

916^  Speaker  fuggefted  to  Gentlemen  who  had  private  bu^ 
finefs  to  tranfa^,  the  propriety  of  their  coming  down  to  form 
a  Houfe  at  an  earlier  hour  ^han  has  been  cuftomary  during 
the  prefent  feffion  I  He  obferved,  that  he  always  attended  at 
three- o'clock,  and  was  ready  to  take  the  chjir  then. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  tlie  meffage  which 
he  had  been  led  to  imagine  he  fhould  be  able  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  relative  to  the  Auftrian  loan  that  day,  he  muft  defer  until 
Wednefday,  and  therefore  he  propofcd,  that  the  difcufliou  on 
that  fubjeAihouId  take  place  on  Thurfday. 

MOTION  FOa  PEACE. 

Mr.  Grey  propofed,  that  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 

notice,  and  which  related  in  fame  degree  to  the  laft  he  brought 

forward^    on    the    fubje£l  of    the   war,    might  be   br4»u^ht 

3  forward 


fbri^^rd  on  Wcflncfday,  as  he  thought  the  objeft  ^vras '  of  a 
prcflinp  nature  in  point  of  time  as  well  as  hnportanoe. 

7hf  Chaneelhr  of  the  E^hequer  g9TC  it  as  his  opimao,  that 
it  would'  be  inconvenient  to  have  two  nights  fucceeding  each 
other  for  the  <ft(cuflio«i  of  fubje£ls  of  fuch  great  importance* 
He  had  no  defire  to  poflpone  the  difcuflion  of  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  piopplcd 
arrangement  would  be  very  inconvenient. 

It  was  thereupon  underftood  that  Mr*  Grey'a  motion  llioitid 
come  on  t>n  Friday* 

PEJITIOH  FOR  PEACE. 

Mr,  Grey  then  prefented  a  petition  from  the  m^^rcbants  and 
other  inhabitants  of  Southampton,  complaining  of  the  indoo 
finite  objeA  of  the  war^  the  lofs  of  ())ood  and  treafure  by 
which  if  had  been  attended,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  had 
been  deferted  by  our  allies ;  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would 
exert  every  means  which  its  wifdom  codd  dired  for  procuriii^ 
fcacc,— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
.  A  new  writ  wds  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Leicefter* 

The  thanks  pf  the  Houfe,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Chan- 
celior  of  the  Exchequer,  were  voted  to  the  Chaplaio,  for  the 
lermon  which  he  preached  on  the  30th  of  January  lail  i  and 
be  was  delired  to  print  it. 

SIGNED  PETITION  OF  LIVERY  RESPECTING  THE  WAR* 

Mr;  Aldertnan  Curtis  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the 
Liverymen  of  London,  dating  thieir  attach9ient  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  that  they  faw  with  concern  that  the  war  was  not 
brought  to  a  concluAon,  but  that  chey  relied  on  the  eftercjoos 
of  our  army  and  navy>  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe, 
to  procure  a  permanent  and  honourable  peace,  when  it  could 
be  obtained  confidently  with  the  honour  and  the  fafety  of  thk 
country. 

The  queftion  being  put,  "  That  this  petition  be  laid  on 
the  table," 

Mr.  Sheridan  obfcrved,  that  the  worthy  Alderman  called 
this  petition,  the  Petition  of  the  Liverymen  of  London*  As 
the  Houfe  were  likely  to  have  petitions  iu  abundance  for 
peace,  it  would  be  right  that  thofe  who  directed  their  rqpre* 
tentatives  to  prefent  them,  (hould  know,  when  petitions  were 
figned>  whether  they  were  to  be  undei flood  in  that  Houfe  as 
petitions  for  war,  or  petitions  for  peace.  There  were  many 
names,  he  obferved,  to  the  prefent  petition  ^  he  did  not  mean 
to  infinuate  that  they  were  not  refpe£table  men,  on  the  con- 
trary^ he  had  no  doubt  they  were  to  ^  but  when.it  was  ftated 

that 
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that  this  was  the  petition  of  tTie  Livery  of  IfOodoDf  it  Was 
neceflary  that  neither  the  Houfe  of  Commons  nor  the  Public 
Ihould  be  mifinformed  upon  that  point.    There  had  already 
been  held  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London, 
^Mrho  had  petitioned  that  Houfe  for  peace.    Did  the  worthy 
Alderman  mean  to  deny  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don,  in  Common  Hall  alTembledi  had  not  been  decidedly  ex-> 
preded  in  favour  of  peace^  and  that  a  .peace  as  fpeedily  as 
pofllble  ?   It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  therefore  that  petitioners 
ihould  underftand  the  precife  terms  of  their  petitions,  andf 
above  all,  the  ufe  that  their  reprefentatives  made  df  them. 
Many  Liverymen  figned  the  petition  which  was  agreed  upon 
at  the  Common  Hall,  and  which  had  been  already  laid  upon 
the  table  of  that  Houfe  i  was  it  to  be  infinuated  that  the  pe- 
tition jull  prefented  came  from  a  more  refpedable  body  of 
the  ftmc  Livery,  and  was  intended  to  pafs  in  that  Houfe  as  a 
fort  of  counter-petition  ?     He  had  no  doubt  but  that  many 
«f  the  refpeftable  perfons  who  figned  this  petition  might  have 
been  t^ld  that  this  petition  was  worded  in  a  more  temperate 
and  refpcftful  manner,  than  that  which  had  been   agreed 
upon  at  the  Common  Hall,  and  that  fuch  a  reprefentation  of 
the  matter  might  have  induced  many,  who  figned  it,  to  do 
fo ;  and  yet  the  intention  might  be,  to  ufe  it  as  a  petition 
for  a  continuance  of  war.     He  vrafi  juftified  in  fufpe£Hng 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  and  in  faying  fo,  for  he  knew  the  tricks 
and  (hufiles  by  which  the  Public  were  fo  frequently  impofed 
upon.    The  whole  fyftem  upon  which  the  war  had  been  com-* 
menced  and  carried  on,  was  a  fyftem  of  mifreprefenta^ibn 
and  delufion.     It  was  in  this  manner  fome  perfons  had  al- 
ready been  induced  co  fign  fome  petitions,  and  he  had  no 
doubt,  by  which  others  would  be  tampered  with— It  was  the 
mtnifter's  fyftem.    Nothing  would  better  illuftrate  the  anfwer 
which  the  minifter  had  advifed  his  Majefty  to  give  to  the  Ad- 
drefs  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  London.  ' 
Did  nor  the  Common  Council  underftand  they  were  aflcine 
for  a  peace  as  fjpeedily  as  could  be  obtained,  confiftently  with 
the  honour  and  fafety  of  this  country  f     In  his  Majefty's  an- 
fwer was  there  to  be  found  one  word  about  peace  r     On  the 
contrary,  did  he  not  declare  he  confidered  it  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  continue  the  war  ?     This  wns  the  fyftem  of  minifters 
•^If  they  really  wiflied  for  petitions  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous 
pro(ecution  of  the  war,  upon  their  own  plans,  why  did  they 
not  come  Tit  once  boldly  forward,  and  fay  that  fuch  was  their 
intention  ?     Why  did  not  Members  who  prefented  fuch  peti- 
tions avow  it  candidly  fo  be  their  intention  to  fuppor^  the 
minifter  in  his  own  way,  until  he  ftiali  cftablifh  a  government 
-Vol.  I.  3R  of 
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of  bis  own  forming,  or  until  this  country  was  ruioed  ?  If 
tJiat  was  what  ihcy  meant,  let  them  come  boWly  forward  and 
avow  it.  If  this  was  fairly  and  honcRly  explained,  tlie? 
would  not  get  the  names  of  honcft  men  to  any  petitions  io 
ambiguoufly  worded,  as  to  admit  of  the  polHbilitj  of  making 
more  than  one  conltru<3ion  upon  them.  If  this  was  properly 
underftood  by  the  people,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  they 
would  not  get  the  names  of  twenty  men  to  any  pt^tition  tLar 
alked  for  any  thing  but  peace,  unlefs  they  were  contractors, 
pcnlioners,  and  j(  hbers,  who  derived  ail  their  wealth  frcm 
that  which  ou^ht  to  go  into  tlie  bowels  of  the  poor.  H:^ 
Ihould  be  happy  to  hear  any  explanation  upon  this  pctitioa 
from  the  worthy  AUicrman  who  prcfcntcd  ir. 

J/r.  Alderman  Curtis  faid,  every  perfon  who  read  the  peti- 
tion that  he  had  prei'ented,  niuil  at  firll  fight  difcover  its  in- 
tention :   The  meaning  was  too  obvious  to  require    explana- 
tion.    With  repard  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Common  HJI, 
to  which   the   Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded,   the    majcriry 
thore  were  a  violent  pirty,  determined  to  hear  only  one  fide  of 
the  fubjcft,  and  they  rcfufcd  to  hear  him — ^Neither  were  they 
all  Liverymen — Not  one  half  of  them  were  Liverymen  \  there 
y^'cjc  fomc,  no  doubt,  refpeftabie  men  among  thcnii^  but  the 
majority,  he  believed,  were  not  of  the  Livery.     With  regard 
to  the  petition  no\y  prefented  to  the  Houfc,  he  could  only  fay 
it  was  left  at  the  London  Tavern  for  fignaturcs,  and  there  had 
been  no  improper  influence   ufed,  nor  any  interference,  on 
his  part  at  Ir  ;Ul.     Thofe  who  had  figned,  whom  he  knew, 
were  refpciflal^le  pcrfons;  they  expreiTcd  themfelves  as  friends 
of  pep' e,  but  hovA'   was  a   permanent   peace  to  be  obtained 
under  tlic  prcU-rt  clirumih\nces  ?     By  a  vigorous  profecution 
of  il*e  war.     lie  'a  iihcJ.  iov  peace  as  much  as  any  man,,  but 
the  way  he  h.id  niciiiivjiicd  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  way 
to  o!)t  :in  p^%<i:e. 

Ar,  G;cy  aJ. verted  to  the  rv)rt  of  explanation  which  the 
worthy  AliLrnM.i  h.icl  been  pK-aled  to  ^ive  upon  this  fubjc£b: 
'  What  was  liie  nuaniu;.;  of  tij.U  explanation?  He  lojd  the 
Hoiiie  he  •.va>  a  (;ncerc  wcll-wiilier  for  peace  !  If  he  meant^ 
;j?ncrailv,  a  well  w  i).  r  to  pL.tec,  it  amounttdto  nothings  for 
that  all  (iel'eriptions  of  .ren  ipull  be.  The  worthy  Alderman 
l.iiJ,  h(^  was  convinced,  that  the  only  way  to  procure  a  per- 
manci  t  pe::cc  was  by  a  vi^^orous  profecution  of  the  war- 
that  M.ir>,  in  otiii  ;  wor  Is,  to  ceatinue  tlie  war,  on  the  prin- 
cipl  •  of  e!l.:Mill..:^g  i.j  Immiu:;;  a  government,  fuitable,  in  the 
r.inHUr'.s  »>; u  i  >n,  to  ir.ji:-i..lni'^g  the  rclations,of  peace  ind 
'a.nlty.  V^c  were  at  war. now  t.  r  tlse  purpole  of  dcftroying 
U;c  picftiit  i'oriii  oi'  ^ovtiiinKiit  gf  i'luncc.     Then  let  the 
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tivcryrticn  of  London  underftand,  that  their  tejjrefenfative* 
underftood  he  prefcntcd  a  petition  for  peace  only  when  -it 
cannot  be  oBtaincd,  without  the  deftra£li6n  of  the  prefcnt 
gorernmcnt  of  France.  Was  this  fo,  or  was  it  not  r  Mf. 
Grey  faid,  he  believed  the  whole  of  this  bufittefs  to  be  foanfj- 
cd  on  a  fyftcm  of  delufion.  If  any  body  doubted  what  ufe 
was  to  be  made  of  petitions  of  this  kind,  let  them  look  it 
the  King's  anfwcr  to  one  of  them,  and  which  had  been  taken 
notice  of  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  in  which  there  was  not  one 
TTord  faid  of  peace.  Let  the  citizens  of  London  know;  thit 
the  life  which  -was  to  be  made  of  their  laft  j)ctition^wa5  tb 
employ  it  as  an  inftrumcnt  for  the  encouragement  of  the  prtf- 
fccution  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ne^hkam  feiJ,  the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  of 
London  had  not  been  taken  at  the  Commoft  Hall  j  the  pro- 
portion of  Liverymen  at  the  Common  Hall,  which  had  been 
alluded  to,  was  very  fmall  indeed.  Many  ftrangcrs  took  the 
places  of  Liverymen,  and  affumed  their  authority.  He  had 
tio  difficulty  in  faying  that  the  prefent  was  a  dirc£l  counrcr- 
pefition  of  that  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  that  CommoA 
Hall.  He  was  confident  that  if  the  opinions  of  the  Livery 
were  truly  taken,  they  would  be  for  the  continuance  of  thfs 
war,  until  fuch  a  peace  could  be  bronght  about,  as  might  be 
permanent.  The  goi'ernment  of  France,  in  its  prefent  form, 
ought  not  to  be  treated  with ;  he  would  go  further,  and  fay 
that  he  did  not  think  that  any  government  of  France  ouglit 
to  be  treated  with,  poffcffing  the  territory  which  France  now 
poffeffed ;  Holland*  Flanders,  part  of  Spain  and  Italy,  in  ad- 
dition to  her  own  dominions,  properly  fo  denominated.  He 
fhouM  prefer  any  war  to  peace  with  France,  while  it  poffefled 
its  prclcnt  territory,  becaafe  if  we  agreed  with  France  for 
peace,  in  its  prefcnt  pofleffions,  we  (hould  fign  the  death- 
warrant  of  this  country.  He  was  aftonifhed  it  could  he 
thought  of  in  any  place ;  he  (hould  be  adoniihed,  indeed,  if 
a  majority  of  that  Houfe  fhould  agree  to  make  peace  with 
France  at  the  prefent  moment ;  for  his  part,  he  would  advife 
the  nation  to  come  to  its  laft  ftruggle,  rather  than  do  what 
could  not  but  be  confidered  as  moft  humiliating  and  degrading' 
and  not  lefs  injurious  to  the  intercfts  than  to  the  honour  or 
the  country.  This,  he  believed,  was  the  opinion  of  a  largrf 
majority  of  the  Livery  of  London:  But  at  the  Commoil 
Hall,  the  fentiments  of  thofe  prefent  were  coikded  very  un- 
fairly. 

Mr,  Alderman  Anierfon  agreed  with  his  t^orthy  colleagues' 
as  ta  the  petition  now  before  the  Houfe.    He  faid  it  was 
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figiml  hf  id^c  perfoBS,  and  they  all  knew  die  contcots.oC  k. 
'katj  wiihed  for  peace  only  on  an  honoorable  footing. 

Mr^  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  make  anf  inSniOr 
tion  againft  the  petitioncrsi  but  he  was  glad  that  the  matter 
had  been  io  ibme  degree  explained,  and  that  diia  was  now  tn 
b^  tniderftood  as  a  counter-petition  to  that  agreed  upcm  at  the 
Cbmnion  Hall.  But  the  worthy  Aldermen  had  thrown  tnit 
ftmethmg  like  an  inGnuation  againft  the  Common  Had],  hj 
which  he  believed  they  would  not  aUde.  They  had  laid,  thait 
the  proceedings  of  chat  Common  Hall  did  not  czprefs  die 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  the  Liverv  of  London*  Let  them  try 
the  efie£l  in  another  Common  HalL 

Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurier  faid,  that  the  piooeedings  of 
die  Common  Hall  were  very  unfair:  Many  Gendemen  at- 
tempted to  deli.*^r  their  fentiments,  but  the  con^any  wooU 
not  hear  them*     He,  for  one,  was  in  that  fitnatiarn  ;    fae  at* 
tempted  to  deliver  his  fentiments ;  he  was  received  by  a  Tfdiey 
of  hooting  and  hiffing  \  this  he  thought  highly  improper^  fai 
he  had  a  right  to  deliver  his  fentiments :  llie  truth  was,  the 
company  did  not  confiil;  of  Liverymen.    He  had  a  lift  of  a 
vaft  number  of  perfons  who  had  no  right  to  be  there,  amni^ 
whom  were  fix  Americans*    He  would  fay  nothing  agaicU 
the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  city ;  but  it  fomehow  happened 
that  the  barriers  about  the  Hall  were  broken  down ;  wbo  did 
it  he  could  not  telU    In  ihort,  the  company  at  Guildhall  on 
that  day>  differed  only  in  one  thing  from  the  meeting  at  Chalk 
farm  ;  that  meeting  knew  what  they  were  doing  when  tiiey 
held  up  their  hands,  for  their  refolutions  were  printed  ;  but 
die  others  knew  nothing  of  what  was  doing.     He  declared 
himfelf  a  friend  to  peace,  but  he  was  confident  we  could  not 
get  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  one.     He  afierted  his  independ* 
ence  in  his  vote  in  tliat  Houfe  \  and  declared  it  was  extremely 
hard,  that  the  independent  reprefentatives  of  the  city  of  Loo- 
don  ihould  be  clafTed  with  jobbers  and  contradors.     For  liis 
own  part,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  lofers  by  the  war ; 
and  he  could  honelUy  fay,  he  was  neither  thirding  after  place 
nor  power.    What,  he  afked,  were  the  terms  upon  which  we 
could  hope  at  prefcnt  to  make  peace  ?     We  muft  diibaod  our 
army,  difmantle  our  navv,  and  derange  •  our  whole  military 
^ftablifliment.    Like  the  lion  in  the  fable,  we  muft  fu&r  oar 
teeth  to  be  drawn  out,  and  then  fall  a  prey  to  thofe  wbo 
now  dread  our  power. 

Mr,  Fcx  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  company  at  the 
Common  Hall  not  having  the  civility  of  hearing  the  worthy 
Alderman  with  patience,  it  was  too  often,  perhaps,  the  cafe 
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la  popular  meetings  icomD^nies  of  that  fort  did  not^oft^n 
liflien  very  attentively  to  what  they  did  not  like;  but.  if  the 
defcription^  which  had  been  given  of  that  meeting  by  the 
worthy  magiilratesy  be  a  juft  one»  it  was  a  little'  fingular  they 
fliould  have  contended  for  the  honour  of  prsfencing  to  thii 
Hottfe  of  Commons*  the  very  petition  which  that  eomfnny 
agieed  upon,,  and  that  it  had  a^ually  been  preicnted  wttiumft 
the  leaft  intimation  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  voted  by  perfonsi 
a  large  majority  of  whom  were  not  Liverymen.  On  the  con* 
trary*  it  was  opened  by  the  worthy  Alderman  as  the  petittoo 
of  die  Liverymen  of  London  in  Common  Hall  aflembled; 
As  to  the  cavil  about  a  fpeedy  peace,  the  public  common  feafe 
of  that  fentence  wa^  not,  that  we  fliould  make  a  hafty  diihcv* 
aouiabk  peace,  but  that  minifters  ihoold  fet  about  putting 
our  affairs  ia  a  train  that  might  facilitate  the  arriving  at  peace  | 
this  was  meant  by  endeavouring  to  negotiate ;  that  was  his 
fenfe  of  the  duty  of  minifters  when  he  talked  of  a  ipeoAj 
peace,  and  that  he  believed  to  be  the  fenfe  o£  a  very  large 
portion  of  tlie  Public. 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  difclaimed  the  idea  of  throwing  any 
fart  of  fluT  or  odium  on  the  Liverymen  who  attended  the 
Conunon  HaU-T^nothing  could.be  fardber  from  his  intention  at 
all  times. 
.    The  pedtion  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table*     , 

^he  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  was  read  a  firll,  and  ordered  tD 
be  read  a  fecond  time.^ 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  moft  of  the  oUe£l6,  for  which  he  moved 
the  call  of  the  Houfe,  had  been  anfwered,  and  as  many  Mem« 
ben  had  fince  obtained  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Houfe,  he 
ihould  move  that  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  which  ftood  ior  the 
next  day,  be  difcharged. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Grey  exprefled  hi$  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  &ib* 
je&  which  was  to  be  brought  forward  that  night,  relative  to 
the  more  effeftually  fupplying  tlie  naval  fervice.  It  was  ne« 
ceflary  the  Houfe  (hould  have  full  information  upon  the  fub* 
jed.  He  had  been  told,  that  there  were  af^ually  in  this, 
country,  at. this  time,  a  body  of  Teamen,  who  were  eithev 
not  employed  at  all,  or  employed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  mad^ 
them  but  of  little  ufe.  He  underftood  that  they  amounted 
to  near  ten  thoufand  :  He  therefore  moved,  M  That  there*b^ 
laid  before  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  and 
boys,  employed  in  barges,  boats,  &c.  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  who  enjoy  prote£tion  from  them." 

The  like  mQtions  with  regard  to  the  Na\7  Board,  Victual- 
ling, Ordnance,  Excife,  and  Cuftoms-^as  alfo  thofe  employed 
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OH'  die  rlver^  in  the  WatermeBs  Compt»y  |  ^1  wUch  i*crc 

^r.  Brandiing  moved,  **  That  an  account  be  laid  befoic 
the  Houfe  of  the  number  of  wateraen  employed  and  pra» 
te£led  by  the  nobility.* 

Mr.  &hmd»n  thoaght  this  a  very  proper  moHotfy  as  it  was 
notorious  that  thefe  protedions  were  booght  and  fold  at  tk 
preient  day. 

Mr.  Grey  thought  it  would  not  be  cafy  to  obtain  tias  ae* 
count)  as  it-  muft  be  by  an  individual  appKcatioii  to  eac& 
nobleman*  He  (hotild  wifli^  therefore,  that  the  Honfe  woald 
apply  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  requefting  them  to  wave  thcix 
privilege  during  the  war, 

Mr.  Dmndas  th  joght,  that  it  Would  not  |fe  de^srdiis  to  mA^ 
fuch  oppiication.  The  number  might  be  known,  becaufe  tfcey 
were  reglftercd  in  the  books  of  the  Wate rmcns  Company. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  expreflcd  a  defire  of  know- 
ing the  number  \  but  agited  with  Mr.  Dundas,  that  it  woald 
bo- proper  that  fuch  a  motion  (hould  originate  in  that  Hbyfe. 
JHe  recofttmended  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  withdra^^. 
•  Mr.  Efie  moved,  «'  That  an  account  be  laid  before  &€ 
Houfe,  of  the  prote£bions  granted  by  the  Cinque  Ports.*' 

A  (horti^onverfation  enfucd,  in  which  it  was  declared  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Pybos,  that  there 
were  no  proteftions  except  for  the  ticket-men,  who  were 
employed  to  navigate  homewards-bound  veflcis,  when  any  of 
their  men  had  been  impreffed  ;  and  that  this  motion  was  in- 
cluded in  the  firft  of  Mr.  Grey's,  as  thofe  prote£ttons  wcrt 
granted  by  the  Admiralty. 

The  motion  was  withdrawal* 

Mf,  Btitdon  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Hoofe, 
the  number  of  men  and  boys  employed  in  the  Eaft  India 
fcrvicc,  together  with  the  numbers  protcfted  by  that  Com^ 
pany." 

Mr.  Siurt  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  pref»« 
gangs,  and  the  number  of  men  of  which  they  confift. 

The  qucftton  Was  put  on  each  motion,  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Sturt  then  moved  for  the  number  of  gun-boats  atwf 
tenders  in  the  imprefs  fervice,  and  the  number  of  men  cm*- 
ployed  in  each  ;  which  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cr/rwen  moved  for  an  account  of  the  bounty- money 
given  to  ftamen,  from  the  ift  of  January  1793  to  J 795,  to-- 
gcther  with  the  number  of  men  who  received  the  f^me. — 
Agreed  to. 

3  PRUSSIAN 


FBB.a.]  WOODFALL*S  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS.  491 

PRUSSIAN  SUBSIDY. 

Mr.  J^kyU  faid,  ihat  he  had  at  an  early  period  movecl  far 
papers  relative  to  the  Pruflian  fubGdy,  and  he  could  not  con* 
ceive  for  what  good  purpofes  they  were  withheld.  He  thought 
them  a  ground  of  confideration  rcfpefting  the  propriety  of 
the  projcfted  Auftrian  loan,  and  as  that  was  to  come  on  to  be 
difcuffed  on  Thurfday,  it  was  very  eflentiat  that  fuch  papers 
fliould  be  upon  the  table  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  they  ihould  be  produced  the  next 
day, 

MANNIKO  OF  THE  KAVY.* 

IThe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  order  of 
the  day  fliould  be  read,  for  "  the  Houfe  to  lefolve  itfelf  into, 
a  ConiiTiittte,  to  confider  of  a  plan  for  the  more  fpecdy  and 
efFeclual  manning  of  his  Majefty's  navy." 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itlelf  into  a  Committee, 
Lord  Arden  in  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  theExchequer  (lated»  that  it  was  not  at  prcfent 
his  object  t()  enter  at  large  into  the  nature  of  the  plan  which 
he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  Committee.  With  refpeft  to  the  nc- 
ccffity  and  expediency  of  the  meafure,  in  tjie  fituation  in 
which  the  country  was  placed,  all  fides  of  the  Houfe  had 
unanimoufly  concurred  ;  it  v/ould,  therefore,  only  be  wailing 
their  time  ^o  dwell  on  points,  wliichhad  already  fo  frequently 
and  fervently  called  forth  the  fupport  and  approbation  of  every 
Member  prefent.  Except,  then,  any  Geutlemjtn  fhould  be; 
particularly  dcfirous  of  any  explanation  in  the  prefent  ftage, 
his  wifti  was,  rather  to  meet  the  difculTion,  by  bringing  in  a 
Bill,  and  then  proceeding  as  fall  as  poiFible  to  the  Committee, 
when  the  blanks  might  be  filled  up  and  thq  liill  printed,  al- 
lowing a  fufTicient  interv.\l  for  all  the  parts  of  the  kingdom 
to  take  the  dift'rent  claufes  into  their  confideration,  and  ta 
commupicate  any  information  that  might  appear  to  them  to 
be  material.  -  There  was  only  one  general  confideration  ta 
which  he  (hould  call  iheir  attention  in  the  outfet  of  the  byfi-j 
ncfs,  All  had  exprefled,  ajid,  he  trufted,  fiaqerely  felt  the 
neceflity  of  great  and  unufual  burdens,  in  order  to  meet  the^ 
fcalc  of  exertions  which  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  country 
t«  make  in  the  prefent  criils.  If  they  felt,  as  they  oughtj^ 
the  preffiire  of  that  necefiiry,  they  mud  like  wife  make  up. 
their  minds  to  the  confequence — a  great  degree  of  inconve-* 
nience  which  muU  unavoidably  be  fuilained.  .To  this  confc-* 
quence  they  muft  be  prepared  to  fubmit,  cxcv^pt  it  could  be 
proved  cither  that  the  inconvenience  was  fuch  iii  to  outweigh 
the  benefit  to  be  reaped  from  the  meafure,  or  that  fome  more 
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convenient  mode  could  be  dcvifcd  of  carrying  the  fame  mcafure, 
pj  fomething  Ttkely  to  prore  c^qually  ef&cient»  into  efi«A.  He 
trufted  that  in  the  pretent  inftance,  inftead  of  attempts  being 
made  to  throw  the  burden  upon  one  particular  clafst  inftead  oi 
jcalouTy  being  produced  between  interefts,  -miilakenlf  con- 
fidered  as  oppofite,  all  clafles  of  the  community  would  cbeer- 
fully  unite  to  confider  what  was  the  proportion  which  each 
could  afibrd  to  bear,  and  in  what  manner  the  exertions  of  the 
(Country  could  be  moft  efieftoallv  called  forth. 

In  propofuig  the  means  by  wnich  the  plan  now  before  the 
Committee  might  beft  be  carried  into  efie^l;,  he  mu{t«  lie  iaid, 
neceflarlly  look  to  the  great  fources  of  the  national  force.     The 
principal  of  thefe  undoubtedly  was  the  trade  of  the  coontry. 
He  ihould  look  to  the  mercantile  marine  \  firftj  as  it  was  the 
quarter  beft  qualified  to  fupply  the  exertions,  which  were  at 
prefent  called  for ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe,  fo  far  as  there  was  a 
jcparace   intereft,  none  were  more  intereftcd  than  the  fliip- 
owners  and  merchants,  that  the   country  (hould  be  able  to 
meet  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy,  to  maintain  its  fuperioritf 
by  fea,  and  to  fupply  adequate  convoys.  The  plan  which  he  had 
to  propofe  would  be  attended  with  two  advantages.     It  would 
firft  relieve  the  outward-bound  trade  of  the  country  from  the 
inconvenience  rcfulting  from  an  uncertain  degree  of  prefling; 
and  fecondlV)  it  would  prevent  the  neceiEty  of  an  embargo,  a 
meafure  which  had  been  reforted  to  in  many  former  wars.  The 
plan  which  he  had  to  propofe  went  to  fix  a  certain  number  of 
jnen  to  be  fdrnifhed  by  every  vefTel  previous  to  clearing  out,  in 
proportion  to  its  tonnage,  for  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy. 
This  would  operate  as  an  embargo  on  every  individual  (hip,dll 
It  had  furnifl^ed  its  particular  quota  ;  and  the  convenience  with 
which  it  would  be  :ible  to  profecutc  its  voyage,  would  depend 
on  the  alvicrity  with  M'hich  it  contributed  to  the  public  fervice. 
On  examining  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  for  1 793,  down  to  the 
mohth  of  September,  he  found  that  the  total  of  the  (hipping 
of  Scotland  and  England  employed  100,000  men,  and  that 
the  proportion  of  men  to  the  tonnage  was  about  one  man  for 
every  ft ^rteen  tong.    He  propofed  to  take,  about  one  feaman 
oi|t  of  every  feven  w!io  were  employed  5  though  indeed  it  was 
not  neccflbry  thnt  they  ihould  all  be  able  men,  as  he  would 
hold  out  an  alternative,  that  the  (hip-owners,  if  they  were  To 
difpofed,  might,  inllead  of  one  feaman,  provide  two  landmen. 
No  proportion  waa  to  he  required  from  any  veflel  of  lefs  than 
thirty-five  tons  burden  5  every  veflel  above  thirty-five  and  lefs 
than  feventy  to  find  one  landman;  every  vefTcl  above  fcvcnty 
up  to  an  hundred  and  HvCy  to  find  one  feaman  or  two  landmen  5 
and  fo  on  to  an  hundred  and  forty  \,  and  above  that  to  find 
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one  landman  progrcflivdy  for  the  proporrion  of  eve^ry  flftf ' 
tons.     The  feafofi  why  he  made  this  diftinaion  between  larger 
and  fmaller  vcflels,  requiring  the  one  to  fumifli  a  hndlnan  in 
the  proportion  of  every  thirty-five,  and  the  other,  where  above 
a  certain  tonnage,  only  one  in  the  proportion  of  eVery  fifty,  wa«, 
that  the  larger  veffels  made  a  voyage  perhaps  only  oncea  year, 
whcread  the  fmaller  veflcls  employed   in   the  coafting  trade 
made  feveral,  and  had  therefore  much  more  frequent  occafion 
for  the  proteftion  of  convoy.     He  computed   that  the  who|p 
number  of  men  obtained  in  this  way,  might  amount  to  be- 
tween 18  and   20,000,  and  if  the  mcafure  he  had  juft  ftated 
had  taken  place  in  1793,  *^  would  have  produced  20,000  men, 
As  it  was  mtended  to  prevent  the  veflcls  from  clearing  out, 
till  they  fhould  have  furniflied  their  limited  number  of  men, 
it  was  his  objecl,  that  they  fhould  then  be  permitted  to  clear 
out  as  ipeediiy  as  i)ofllblc.     From  the  communications  which 
he  had  had  with  Gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  coun^ 
try,  he  had  the  fatisfiftion  to  underftand,  that  there  was  no 
part  of  his  plan  liable  to  infuperable  objections.     It  was  his 
intention  alfo  to  call  upon  the  country  for  fome  ftipply  of 
landmen,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy.     This  fupply  he  meant 
to  raife  according  to  the  number  of  pariihes  in  the  kingdom, 
and  reckoning  one  man  for  the  proportion,  it  might  produce  a 
force  of  about  ten  thouGind  men.    Some  parifhes  might  not  be 
able  fingly  to  furnifh  one — others  perhaps  more.     The  way  in 
which  he  meant  to  afcertain  the  number,  was  by  a  lift  of  the 
inhabited  houfes,  not  exempted  from  taxes.    Tlie   mode  of 
diftributing  the  proportion,  and  of  arranging  the  means  by 
which  it  was  tobe  raifed,  he  would  leave  to  the  juftices  of  peace, 
at  a  fpecial  feflions,  to  be  held  for  the  purpofe — providing  only 
that  a  larger  fum  than  fhould  be  adequate  Co  the  bounty  given 
to  volunteers,  fhould  be  levied  upon  every  pariQi  w|iich  fhould 
be  a  defaulter.     By  this  means  all  thofe  who  caine  forward 
would  be  volunteers,  and  in  confequence  of  the  fine  levied 
upon  defaulters  being  larger  than  the  bounty  required,  a  motive 
wouki  be  afforded  to  all  the- parifhes  to  exert  themielves  to  the 
utmoft  in  the  way  of  raifing  men  ^  and  fuppofing  that  there  are 
10,000  parifliesin  the  kingdom,  each  parifh  to  furniOi  one,  would 
confequently  give  10,000  men.     There  was  another  quarter  to 
which  he  meant  to  have  recourfe ;  the  extent  of  the  afliftance 
to  be  derived  from  which,  he  was  yet  unable  to  eftimate  : 
This  was,  by  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men  out  of  thofe  who 
"OKte  employed  in  the  inland  navigation,  on  navigable  riverji 
and  canals.     To  this  quarter  he  looked  as  an  excellent  nurfery 
for  our  feamen,  as  thofe  engaged  in  the  inland  navigation, 
from  the  mode  of  their  education  and  the  habits  of  their  life. 
Vol.  I,  3  S  '  were 
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vmt  weUquaiyied  for  the  fea  fervice.  Bcfore^howcver,  h^  /could 
afcertaia  the  probable  amoum  of  this  fuppi^t  k  woul4  be  {k«- 
ceflary  to  procure  a  lid  of  Uk  barges  employed  in  different  parts 
c^  the  kingdona^  There  was  only  one  other  meafure  which  he 
ibookl  fabmit  to  the.Conuxuttee )  a  npi,eafure  which  had  beca 
adapted  in  former  wars,  though  not  with  all  the  efiefl  which 
il  nuight^ve  been  calculated  to  prodiM^e.  This  was^  to  pafu 
an  h&  enab^iLog  the  magiitrates  to  apprehiead  all  idle  and  oiT- 
Oii^derly  pcr/o^is  who  might  be  able  -to  ferve  his  .Maje(ly»  and 
who  could  give  no  account  of  thf  ir  mean$  of  pro4c:aring  a  live- 
lihood. Tnjs  meafure  had  been  adopted  in  1778  ?ad  1779^ 
it  wa«  then  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  army  ; 
it  was  now  intended  to  be  exclufively  applied  to  the  fenrioe  of 
the  navy.  He  had  thus  dated  t))e  general  outline  of  his  plans 
which  was  all  that  he  propoUd  upon  the  prefent  occafion  1  be 
would  conclude  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  feveral 
Eijls  for  tbe  different  purpofes  he  ^^4  ftated.  He  therefore 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  requiring  owners  and  madcrs 
of  (hips  to  furniih  a  certain  nu^nber  of  men,  &c. 

Air.  Harrifon  acknowledged  that  the  prefent  propoPtios^s 
Tvere  condu^ed^  on  the  part  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemao 
who  brought  them  forward,  with  great  candour,  and  he  by  na 
means  diffented  from  him  in  opinion,  that  great  exertions  were 
at  psefent  neceffary  towards  manning  the  n^vy.  He  would 
not  give  his  decided  opinion  at  prefent  whether  thefe  were  the . 
mod  advifeao^  -  means  to  be  reforted  to,  but  he  was  rather  in- 
cimcu  to  think  that  they  were  not,  as  they  appeared  to  operate 
in  a  iiianner  which  he  apprehended  would  be  deemed  by  many 
not  oivlv  partial  but  oppreflive.  He  thought  they  bore  parti- 
culp.rly  haid  upon  the  commercial  and  trading  interefts  of  tbP 
counr»y,and  alfo  upon  the  landui,  in  a  certain  degree.  When- 
ever the  iJill  or  BiUs,  for  carrying  thorn  into  effed^,  {hou Id  be 
brought  bv'iore  the:  Houfe,  he  faid  he  would  move  a  claufe^ 
wi»ivh  w.>uid  hrive  for  its  object  llie  taxing  of  all  forts  of 
places  afnl  penf.oiiii  :^hove  a  certain  yearly  fum.  He  thought 
itabiulurjiy  iKtviKuy,  that  when  the  merchant*  the  trader* 
and  the  ii^niiiiukier.  were  called  upc  i  in  the  fevcrc  manner 
ihcy  wouid  be  by  lucre  propo  lit  ions,  if  carried  into  effect,  to 
contvibuic  tc  the  f<.v.'uc  cf  the  (l^ie  over  and  above,  what  they 
]Taid  to  the  general  uxcs  of  the  kmgdom,  thofc  who  derived 
fuchfplendid  inci  mes  from  the  places  and  peniions  they  hoId» 
o\\g\\x.  to  ccnuibute,  in  an  equal  proportion  at  lead,  to  any 
a^iditional  taxes,, it  lliouldbe  dccmedneceffary  to  burden  other 
defciipiions  of  fubjcO-s  with,  in  confequence  of  any  extraor-' 
dtnary  meafurcB  w]tkh  it  might  be  advifeablc,  to  re  fort  to  on 
particular  and  uigcut  occafions*  Though  this  propofition  might 


not  be  gctieraHy  rdiftied,  he  contended  that  it  Wa6  tfbt  t  tftf# 

<^ne,  for  they  all  knew  that  fiibfcriprions  had  hteti  tliifcd  in 

fliat  manner  For  apurpofc  certainly  not  more  irhpottarttto  th^ 

mation-^he  meant  the  fcrutiny  after  a  certain  eleftion.     In  thd 

prefent  cafc>  as  he  before  obfetVed',  thcfc  pVovifions  "vMbiltt! 

operate  very  heavily  npon  the  landholder,  the  trtider,  and  ih« 

merchant :  He  therefore  gave  notice  that  in  fome  proptlr  ftagft 

of  thd  Bill,  he  would  ta1cc  an  opportunity  of  mtiving  a  cfanft 

to  the  following  cfifed:—^"  That  every  perfon  holding  of  enl 

jtjying  a  place  6r  perifion  of  300I.  a  year,  fhould  provide  on^ 

feaman,  or  tsvo  landnien,  for  the  fer\'ice  of  the  navy  5  perfons 

ttoflbffing  4O0I.  a  year,  two  fcamen,  or  t!iree  landmen  5  perforti 

nolding  500I.  a  year,  two  feamen,  or  four  landmen  ;  and  fot 

every  lool,  above  500I.  to  whatever  extent  of  fum,  that  orie  mail 

fhould  be  added.",    This,  he  faid,  would  be  but  fair  and  tea-- 

fcnablc ;  it  would  be  only  oWigirtg  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  other* 

who  received  fo  very  liberallj^  from  the  bounty  of  the  ftate,  t6 

contribute  in  fome  degree  a  proportion  of  their  incomes  to  its 

iicccflities ;  and  he  thought  no  reafonable  or  impartial  maA 

^ould  hefitatd  to  fay,  that  when  great  emergencies  demanded 

fuch  extraordinary  exettions,  it  would  rfl  becoiYie  men,  fituateA 

:as  were  thofe  of  whom  he  Was  fpeaking,  to  flirink  from  fucR 

a  propofalj  or  to  endeavour  to  counteraft  it.     Indeed,  he  only 

mentioned  the  matter  then  in  order  to  give  notice  to  the  Gen*. 

tlcraen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  of  what  he  intended  to 

do  in  cafe  his  Majefty's  minifters  fhould  not  anticipate  him  oA 

the  fubjeft.     As  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  only  given 

the  outline  of  his  plan,  he  might  pofiibly  intend  to  bring  fom6 

fach  meafure  as  he  had  mentioned  into  the  body  of  his  BilL 

If  fuch  were  his  intentions,  or  if,  upon  cottfidenng  what  had 

fallen  from  him,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  ihould  introduce 

anyclaufe  to  the  fame  effeQ,  it  would  rite  him  great  pleafute 

to  fee  it  proceed  from  a  quarter  from  which  it  would  iffue  with 

fo  much  greater  weight,  force,  and  propriety. 

Mr,  JolUffe  faid,  tnat  notwithftanding  he  miift  acknowledge 
the  preHlire  of  the  occafion  to  be  great,  and  that  he  would  by 
no  means  wifb  to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  cftediiaHjr 
'manning  the  naVy  -With  as  much  fpeed  as  poflible,  yet  he  could 
not  le^  the  occafion  pafs  without  obferving,  that  the  nlotfe 
propofcd  to  be  adopted,  tended  greatly  to  partiality,  and  bnre> 
ni  a  very  great  proportion,  heavier  on  many  claftes  of  men  thaft 
itdid  on  others.  TheJ  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had,  by  hi^ 
propdfitlons,  ftated,  that  he  intended  to  take  rf  c6n(5deraWe 
ttlirtber  of  men  ftom  out  inland  naviwrion^,  and'  frorti  the 
'llats  plying  on  our  tlVtfs,  Hb  was  0?  opinion  th^t  t6,00t> 
were  too  many  10  be  expefted  fron^  rhef  labonrfert  in  this  couiT- 
dry,  and  thought  there  was  attotbcr  fei  6i  tcttft  that  couW 
3S  2  much 
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much  more  profitably  be  drained  for  the  public  fe^rvioe. 
Why  Were  the  honed,  induilrious,  and  laborious  part  of  the 
community  to  be  thus  harafled  and  called  from  their  bomc» 
and  famiHe^,  when  there  were  fo  many  idle  and  ufelefs 
members  of  it  fuffered  to  remain  quietly  at  home,  to 
the  infinite  detriment  of  the  other  fex,  on  whofe  (lations 
«nd  ♦  priYileges  they  very  materially  encroached  ?  He 
meant  thofe  whofe  occupations  could  as  well  be  carried  on  bf 
ike  other  fex,  for  inftance,  hair-dreflers,  particularly  now  diat 
theufe  of  hair-powder  was  to  be  limited ;  likewife  that  ufeleis 
and  unmanly  fet  of  beings,  men-milliners»  men-haberdaihcrSf 
&c.  who  curtailed  the  places  of  females,  great  numbers  of 
whom  might  be  employed  in  houfes  and  (hops  into  which  they 
could  not  at  prefent  get  admiflion.  The  unneceflary  numbcx 
of  footmen  an>l  attendants  of  different  denominations  kept  bj 
the  nobility  and'  the  rich,  he  thought  might  well  fupply  a  voy 
confiderable  proportion,  without  bemg  any- ways  mifled. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  the  general  bbje£l  of  fupplying  the  oavj 
with  men  in  the  readied  and  beft  poflible  manneri  was  <»ne 
that  bad  his  moft  hearty  concurrence,  as  any  propofition  would 
that  tended  to  bring  it  about.  The  exertion  propofed  was 
eertainly  a  (Irong  one,  and  the  queftion  therefore  came  to  be« 
Whether  there  was  any  certainty  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  fuch  a  meafure  for  the  fervice  of  the  country,  would  be 
equal  to  its  inconvenience  ?  He  approved  of  the  plan  which 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  in  bringing  forward  the 
buftnefs,  becaufe  it  afforded  time  to  collect  the  fentiments  of 
the  country  upon  a  very  material  and  important  queftion  to 
the  iiitercfts  of  a  very  large  part  of  the  community  :  Until, 
therefore,  that  fenfe  was  obtained,  he  would  not  go  into  any 
detail  of  the  particulars  which  had  been  then  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe.  At  prefent,  however,  it  was  proper  that  he  (hould 
fay  a  few  words  : — He  thought  it  highly  ncceffary  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  dlgeft  well  whether  the  real  objefl,  the  manning 
of  the  navy,  could  be  gained  by  the  fteps  they  were  taking  ?  D* 
this  objeft  was  gained,  it  furely  was  a  moft  defireable  one ;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fcheme  tended  only  to  operate  as  a 
tax,  by  which  money  was  to  be  raifed,  (aid  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  manning  the  navy,  it  became  a  very  different  matter* 
and  required  tlie  fame  confideration  which  any  other  mode  of 
taxation  did.  With  regard  to  the  effe£l  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's mode  of  taxing  the  parKhes,  as  well  as  the  commercial 
intereft)  he  would  fay  nothing  decifive,  until  he  knew  in  what 
way  defaulters  were  to  be  compelled  to  raife  their  quota,  and 
what  puniihment  was  to  be  infii£ted  on  thofe  who  did  not.  As 
to  afcertaining  the  population  of  the  parifhes  from.the  houfes 
faying  the  window-tax,  he  did  not  think  that  a  good  criterion  r 

Many 
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Many  motions  had  been  made  for  returns,  to  afcertaUi  that 

Eoint,  by  all  of  which  he  found,  there  did  not  appear  to  have 
cen  an  imireafc  for  the  laft  thirty  years.  All  thefc  obfexva^ 
tionsy  however)  would  come  more  properly  at  fome  future 
difcufllon. 

At  the  prefent  awful  crifis,  and  when  they  were  entering^^r 
rather  hadf  entered,  upon  a  courfe  of  the  Itrongeft  mealurc$ 
that  anv  crifis  could  juftify,    Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  ihould  cxpftft 
to  fee  tne  preamble  of  every  Bill  for  fuch  purpofes  run  thu3» 
if  it  could  be  fo  ftatcd  with  truth :— "  Whereas  every  rational 
and  honourable  means  have  been  purfued,  to  rcftorc  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace,  and  fuch  means  having  failed,  it  is  neceffiry," 
&c.     It  this  could  be  dated  with  truth,  fo  as  to  produce  cpu- 
Viftion  on  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large,  he  was  confident* 
that  notwtthftanding  the  lofles,  the  didrefles,  and  the  hardihipa 
which  had  already  attended  the  war,  there  would   not  be  a 
fingle  murmur  throughout  the  nation,  nor  any  waiit  of  proper 
men  for  the  public  fervice  ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  this  could  not 
be  faid  with  truth,  he  was  afraid  the  fame  difcontent  would 
remain  amOngft  the  people,  and  the   fame  backwardnefs  to 
enter  into  the  fertice.     Until  therefore  fomething  was  clearly 
and  explicitly  declared  that   could  convince   the  nationj  thi 
there  was  a  defire  on  the  part  of  this  country  to  obtain  peace  ) 
.  he  trufted  fuch  motions  as  his  Hon.  Friend  had  given  notice  of 
would  be  frequently  repeated,  and  that  thofe  who  faw  the  ne- 
ceflity  for  them,  would  not  relax  in  their  exertions  from  any 
temporary  want  of  fuccefs,  becaufe  he  was  fure,  in  the  end, 
it  would  be  feen  that  they  had  been  taking  the  bed  probable 
means  to  ferve  their  country.      When  he  talked  of   tJiefc 
motions  for  peace,  he  did  not  wifli  to  be  tied  down  by  critical 
remarks  on  the  meaning  of  words,  but  to  go  at  once  into  the 
X  real  fubdance  of  fuch  motions,  viz,  an  explicit  avowal  that  we 
were  not  at  war  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  government  for 
France,  or  of  dedroying  her  prefent  government,  but  that  it 
'     was  for  BritiOi  intereds   alone  that  we  continued  the  war.^ 
Convince  the  people  by  fuch  a  declaration,   and  he   knew  it 
would  give  them  general  fatisfaclion.     For  whatevc;:  was  the 
government  of  France  when  it  was  neceflary  for  this  country 
to  adopt  fuch  drong  meafurcs,  thofe  who  propofc  them  ought 
always  to  acccj*ipnny  them  with  an  avowal  of  their  wiflies  and 
Intention  to  bring  about  a  peace,  and  that  we  only  carried  on 
adefenfive  war,  no't  merely  fo  in  words  but  in  facl.     This  in- 
tention to  treat  with  tlie  prefent  government   of  France   for 
peace,  was  completely  denied  by  the  miiuder's  late  declaration. 
jEvcry  one  mud  allow  th.it  the  mcafure  that  day  propofed  wa3  « 
an  extraordinary  and  an  in  jonvenlcnt  one>  and  fuch  as  could  not 
have  been  cxpcfted,  except  as   going  hand-in-luud  with  aa 
3  '  avowed 
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avowed dcfirc  to  make  peace.  Mr.  Fdx  faid,  he  CouM  noihdp 
noticing  the  Addrefs  of  th"  Commoif  Council  of  the  city,  of 
London,  which,  though  not  worded  in  a  manner  that  he  could 
compliment  them  upon,  yet  it  certainly  meant  and  cxpreflccf 
a  decided  wifh  for  peace.  From  his  Maje(ly*s  A nfwer,  however, 
one  would  he  led  to  imagine,  that  they  aftually  wiftied  a  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  and  that  he  was  pleated  to  hear  it,  which,he  was 
fcrryto  fay,  ftrorjjTy  fig'>ifietl  that  there  was  nothing  itt  the 
cduncils  that  advifcd  Ms  Majelly  like  a  defirc  for  peace.  He 
warned  minifters  apaiiiil  aml/i^uity  and  deception  iti  tbcfr 
dealings  with  the  nation  ;  t^eie  were  dangerous  times,  iittd 
delays  in  making  fuch  declarations  as  they  ought  to  de,  made 
fheni  morefo.  This  was  the  time  to  fpcak  out  boMly,  fairly, 
and  intelligibly  ;  the  peo^lle  ought  not  to  be  milled,  and  when 
riicy  were  fuflkiently  fatisfied  and  convinced,  the  firmed  'tc- 
Hance  might  be  had  upon  their  energy  and  vigour.  He  con- 
cluded by  complimenniig  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  propriety  of  the  mode  he  had  given  notice  of,  for  conduc- 
ing this  important  meafure,  which  undoubtedly  required  timtf 
^nd  confideration. 

Mr.  Curnven  thought  the  propofed  itieafurc  would  be  fcverel^ 
and  partialis  felf  by  the  coaftir.g  and  coal  trades,  by  oblipng 
thofe  who  had  not  men  to  give,  to  buy  them  j  otherwifc  it 
would  fall  as  an  embareo  on  their  trade. 

"Th'e  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqt4er  ftated  fome  intended  exccp- 
fions;  he  agreed  that  it  was  his  intention  thit  thofe  who  dirf 
Hot  give  their  quota,  ftiould  pay  money,  or  fuflPer  an  embargo  ; 
but  thofe  hardfhips  were  nothing  to  be  compared  in  expcnce  of 
*ffe£V,  to  a  general  embargo,  dr  a  very  hot  prefs,  if  the  ex- 
igency df  the  country  fliould  require  it. 

Sir  Francis  Baring;  made  feveral  objections  to  the  plan,  and 
Aought  that  means  more  lenient  might  be  adopted,  firft: 
6ir  Francis  faid,  that  he  could  not  let  the  prefent  opportunity  pafg 
tirithout  ftatmg  a  few  circumftances  which  ftruck  him  forcibly 
as  tending  to  weaken  the  effefts  intended  to  be  produced  bf 
the  prefent  propofitions,  if  carried  into  execution.  He  feared 
they  would  tend  to  injure,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the  (hip-owners 
and  merchants  of  this  country,  by  impofing  an  additional  bur* 
lien  upon  them  at  a  time  when  thofe  already  exifting  were  tod 
Keavy  to  bear.  The  meafure  called  upon  the  owners  of  fliipi 
to  provide  a  certain  number  of  men  over  and  above  their  owA 
JJroper  complement,  and  was  to  operate  as  a  complete  embaTg(> 
on  the  failing  of  their  ftiips  till  fuch  men  were  a£lua11y  fouuJ 
for  the  fervice  of  Government.  When  the  Ihip-owners  came  t6 
refort  to  the  different  ports  and  places  where  it  was  (aid  fifty  werd 
•  to  be  found  at  one,  and  an  hundred  at  another ;  they,  on  inquir- 
ing what  l^s  become  of  this  hundred,  might  be  toM  that  forty  out 

of 
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of  that  hundred  were  in  prHons  in  pFance.  (It  ^as  faiAin  alow. 
voice  acrpfs  the  Houfe,  No^  not/o.']  The  Hon.  Baronet  replicdji, 
*^  Indeed,  Sir,  I  believe  you  will  find  it  is  true."  The  number. 
of  prifoncrs  in  France  were,  he  faid,  from  thirty  to  forty 
thoufand,  and  he  wilhed  fome  means  of  exchanj^B^  thsm. 
could  b;;  thought  of,  as  that  would  afford  a  very  confiderable. 
ijipply  to  the  navy. 

Adr.  Bur  Jon  rofc  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  the  meafurei^ 
but  was  proceeding  into  defuitory  matter,  that  was  thought  ir- 
relevant, aiwl  was  called  to  order. 

.  JUr.  Brnnulwg  fa'd  a  few  words,  and  obfenred  that  there  had 
been  avp  y  h\V  public  meeting  at  N"cwcallJe,  where  only  one 
|»erfon  thought  of  moving  a  petition  for  peace,  which  was  im- 
mediate! y  rej'j'ftcd. 

Air,  Grey  j> proved  of  the  fair  and  candid  manner  in  which" 
Ac  bufinefs  had  been  brought  forward.     It  was,  he  faid,  a  very 
ftrong  meafurf,  and  could  only  be  juftiiied  by  neceffity.     He 
deic:'ared  he  perfe&ly  coincided  in  the  fentiments  ftated  by  Lis 
Ritrht  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox),  whofe  arguments  he  followed^ 
thinking  that  the  plan  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  a  declara-* 
tion,  that  every  means  would  be  taken  to  obtain  peace.     An 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  a  meeting  at  Newcaftle  ;  what 
he  had  faid  on  that  matter  was  moilly  true,  but  in  fairnefs  he 
ought  to  have  ftated,  that  the   motion  for  peace  was  not  nen 
gatived,  from  a  defire  to  continue  the  war,  but  becaufc  the 
meeting  was  called  for  another  purpofe,  and  it  was  confidered, 
that  it  would  be  wrong  to  bring  forward  a  motion  they  were 
not  prepared  for.     He  was  certain^  Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  tho 
people  of  Newcaftle,  and  ia  every  part  of  the  country,  were 
unanimouily  for  peace.     He  thought  there   might  have  bcca 
various  pther  means  tried  before  they  had  recourfe  to  the  pre- 
fect meafure,  and  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Baronet,  refpeciing 
the  great  number  of  our  feamen  being  prifoners  in  France, 
which  ought  to  be  exchanged,  except  it  was   determined  tq 
carry  on  this  war,  in  a  manner  different  from  all  the  common 
principles  of  other  wars.     Forty  thoufand  of  our  failors  were 
confidently  faid  to  be.  in  confinement  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.    This  was  a  tremendous  number  to  be  deprived  of  in 
the  hour  of  need, .  and  fhewed  how  very  abfurd  it  was  for 
winiftcrs  to  perCfl  in   fuch  ridiculous   pride   and    obftinacy* 
Xhcy  would  not  even  acknowledge  the  French  government  fo  fi\r 
as  to  make  an  exchange  of  prifoners.  For  his  part  he  thought  it 
ins  their  I'uty  to   acknowledge  immediately  the  French  re- 
public, not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  efiefting  fo  defireable  a 
peafure  as  that  of  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  but  for  the  further 
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atid*niore  important  one  of  opening  the  wav  and  laying  die 
foundation  for  a  negotiation  for  a  fpeed^  and  loimediace  peace. 
Mr*  Gieyjnade  fome  obfervations  on  the  meafure  as  a  tax, 
and  was  much  againil  that  part  of  it,  which  went  to  enlarge 
the  difcretionary power  of  magiftratc»tn  fending  whomeverthey 
thought  fit  for  lea  on  board  of  (hips  as  diforderljr  perfoos* 

Alderman  Curfis  faicl,  that  violent  diforders  required  Tioient 
remedies :  Such  he  confidered  the  prefent  crifis  of  a^tr$;  and 
as  fuch  the  different  propofitions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer met  his  idea,  and  had  his  hearty  concurrence.  Seve- 
xal  other  members  faid  a  few  words  in  the  loofe  converfation 
that  obtained  on  the  fubjed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained  what  operation  the 
propofition  would  have,  as  a  tax  upon  trade. 

Mr,  Siruti  found  fault  with  feveral  parts  of  the  propofed  plan. 

The  refolutio^s  were  then  feverally  put  and  carried,  and 
the  Houfe  being  rrrumcd— 

L^d  Arden  reported  them,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  upon  the  nrft  refolution,  which  was  read  a  firft  timet 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  Supply,  were  de- 
ferred till  Wednefday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Mu- 
tiny Bill,  which  being  done,  it  was  committed  for  Mondajr 
next.  A  (hort  altercation  took  place  between-  Mr.  Man- 
waring,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Plomer,  Afar. 
Windham,  Mr.  Rolle,  Mr.  Wigley,  &c.  relative  to  a  petition 
which  Mr.  Manwaring  had  prefented  fome  time  ago  from  die- 
innkeepers,  complaining  of  grievances,  which  he  thought  had 
been  rather  negle£ted  ;  the  refult  Mras,  that  upon  motbn  it 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  the  next  day  in  the  -  Speaker's 
chamber,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Houfe. 

Adjourned  at  8  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Ftb.  3. 

HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

Lcrd  Grenville  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  thir4 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Aft, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rofeto  move  an  amendment,  "That 
the  words  *  laft  day  of  the  prcfcnt  feffions'  to  be  left  outj  and 
thofe  '  Qf  th?  firft  day  of  July  next'  fufeftituted  in  thw  ftcad.* 

His 
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HisLordfliip  /aid,  he  fliould  not  have  occafion  to  trouble 
their  Lordfhips  to  any  grfcat  length  in  fupport  pf  hisawfini- 
racnt,  as  he  undcrftood  it  woiild  be  acquiefced  ia— J^Bvetth^- 
Icfs  it  wa«  'm  fome  degree  neceflary  for  him  to.  ftatc*'a«  Cancijip-  . 
Jy  as  pofliy«  a  few  of  the  reafons  which  induced  him  lipjifiovc 
it.  TUe  Iliibras  Corpus  Aft  ii:as  originaUy  paBcd  bf  oijr 
ancellors  as  one  of  the  grand  bulwarks  of  the  conftitutioH^  fgr 
the  fecurity  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje£i,  ^gainfl:  the  power  pf 
the  Crown,  and  it  was  intended  by  thofc  who  framed  and  pafled 
it,  that  it  (hould  never  be  fufpendeJ  by  any  other  power  than 
tliat  of  Parliament;  nor  even  by  Parliament  itfclf,  without 
fome  certain  limited  time  being  fixed  for  the  continuance  of 
that  fui*pcufian.  • 

His  Lordfhip  faid  he  was  warranted  in  what  he  faid  by  the 
dedlrinc  of  Judge  Blackftone  upon  this  fubjeft,  who,  in  treat- 
ing of  it,.exprefsly  fays,  **  That  this  A£l  cannot  be  fufpended 
^€\cii/or  ajtng/f  Jay^  by  any  power  but  that  of  Parliament/* 
anil  ^ot  even  then,  but  on  the  cleared  proof  of  fome  great  and 
imjjortant  danger  to  rhc  ftate,  can  it  be  juftified.  If  llieir 
Lord/lups  would  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  words  of  the  Bill 
as  diey  at  prcfeat  ftood,  they  >vould  perceive  that  a  power  was 
thereby  veflcd  in  the  Crown  to  continue  the  fufpeorton  of  this 
law,  which  was  the  great  defence  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje^, 
to  an  iackfinitc  time. 

He  would  allow,  that  in  the  pre  fen t  times,  pnd  with   the 
.  Itfefeat;  Parliament,  To   much  danger  was  not  to  be  ap^rf- 
^ended,  a«  had  been  the  cafe  \n  faifu'  times  and  with^m^.Par- 
itameats;  but  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  immenfe  mignitude.  and  im- 
•  ]>ortance  as  the  j)i:efent,  every  caution  proviJ.ed  by  the  wifdoini 
of  our  anccftors,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  ' 
fliould  be  ftiiftly  adhered   to.     Perhaps  in   the  ftate  of  the 
prcfent  Parliament,  as  to  continuance,  it  might  not  be  fo  very 
material,  but  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  admit  a  bad   prece- 
dent; and  if  this  were  allowed  to  pafs>  it  might  be  quoted  in 
future,  when  the  fufpenfion.  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Acl  nai^tit^ 
be  deemed iieccilury  for  the  general  good,  to  take  place  in  the 
beginnJug  of  a  new  Parliament ;   and  artful  minillers  inij^ht, 
by  ufing  the  words  hilt  day  of  the  prcfent  feflion,  and  after- 
wards adviQng  the  King  not  to  prorogue  xhe  Parliament,  con- 
tinue the  fufpenfion  of  that  inellimable  law  during  the  term  of 
fevcn  years.     This  was  a  confideratic^  which  prcflbd  itCclf  on 
hi.s  mind  very  much,  and  which  therefore  impelled  him   to 
move  the  prcfent  amendment.     His  Lorilfliip  laid,  that  as  he 
believed  the  amendment  would  meet   with  no  oppofition  from 
the  Noble  Secretary,  he  Ciould  content  himfclf  with.thc  obfcrv- 
Vol..  I.  3  T  •      '  ationg 
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ations  he  had  made,  and  not  trcfpafs  on  the  .  time  of  their 
Lord  {hips  any  further. 

Lwd  Grenvilli  faid,  he  did  not  mcsn  to  oppofe  the  amende 
ment  of  the  Noble  Earl.  He  did  Rot»  -indeed,  fee  the  danger 
to  be  fo  great  as  the  Noble  Earl  apprehended  it  to  be,  if  the 
words  remained  as  they  (lood  in  the  Bill ;  for,  according 
to  the  Noble  EarPs  own  (latement,  the  King  coold  not  con- 
tinue the  fufpenfion  for  any  great  length  of  time  without  keep* 
ing  the  Parliament  fitting,  and  while  Parliament  was  fitting, 
his  Lordfhip  did  not  think  much  danger  was  to  be  dreaded : 
However,  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  as  it  was  certainly  be(t 
to  be  expiiciti  he  (hould  have  no  objedion  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Noble  Earl  being  adopted.'  The  amendmem  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Lord  Grenville  moved,  "  That  the  Bill  do  now  pafs/*     His 
Lordfhip  faid,  that  from  the  very  full  inveftigation  which  had 
taken  place  when  this  matter  was  before  tbeir  Lordfliips  laft 
fefiion,  and  from  the  abundant  evidence  which  had  becni   laid 
before  their  Lordfhips  at  that  time,  it  would  not  be  neceflary 
for  him  to  enter  into  a  detail  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that 
would  detain  them  long.    It  might,  perhaps,  be  thought  bf 
fome  that  it  was  neceflary  to  produce  fome  new  matter,  or  to 
ihew  that  fome  nrw  con/piracy  was  on  foot,  to  induce  their 
Lordlhips  to  agree  to  the  prefent  Bill  \  but  this,  his  Lordfhip 
contended,  was  not  the  cafe.     He  begged  leave  to  call  to  the 
recoUfAioD  of  their  Lordihips,  that  in  the  outfet  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  they  had  appointed  a  Committee  to  inveftigate  the  fubjeft, 
and  to  examine  into  the  mafs  of  papers  which  contained  the 
evidence  of  the  exiftence  or  non-exiftence  of  the  copfpiracy 
which  was  alleged  to  be  on   foot.     His  Lordihip  faid,  that 
Committee  had  proceeded  on  the  bufinefs  with  a  diligence  and 
ability  which  nothing  could  furpafs,  and  from  papers  laid  be- 
fore them  belonging  to  the  focieties  accufed  of  this  confpiracy, 
they  had  drawn  up  and  laid  before  their  Lord  (hips  a  full,  ac« 
curate,  and  intereding  Report,  which   contained  fuch  ample 
proofs,  that  fuch  a  confpiracy  did  exift,  as  to  leave  no  hefita- 
tion  on  the  minds  of  their  Lordfhips,  of  the  abfolute  neceffity 
of  their  paffing  the  Bill.     The  Committee,  his  Lordihip  aver- 
red, had  done  them  (elves  the  highell  honour,  bv  the  alacrity 
with  which  they  undertook^  and  the  afliduity  with  which  they 
executed,  the  important  truft  committed  to  their  charge  ;  and 
the  report  they  had  made  on  the  fubjed,  was  fo  ftrong  and 
convincing,  from  the  arrangement  of  the  vaft  variety  of  papers 
it  contained,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  any  rational 
Bian,^  either  amoug^their  Lordfliips  or  in  the  kingdom  at  large, 

that 
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'  chat  «  dangerous  confpiracy  exifted  at  that  time.    His  Lord(hi{i' 

vrasy  he  faid,  extremely  glad  to  find  that  this  had  alfo  been  (lilt 

more  fully  proved,  by  a  judicial  decifion — (Here  a  cry  of  Hear, 

hear^  hear!)  He  repeated  th^  this  had  already  been  proved  by 

a  judicial  decifion.     It  feemed  that  his  opinion  was  furprifing 

to  fome  of  their  Lordihips,  but  dill  he  contended  it  was  fouhd'- 

ed  on  fair  and  joft  principles.  Several  perfons  belonging  to  the 

focie'ties  charged  with  this  confpiracy  had  been  arrefted  \  and 

had  fince  undergone  their  trialS)  before  that  legal  and  complete 

tribunal  to  inveftigate  matters  of  this  nature,  and  to  pronounce 

decifively  on  them— a  jury  of  their  country  :  By  this  jury  they 

had  feveraliy  been  acquitted  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon,  with 

which  they  flood  charged.     This  was  certainly  true,  and  he 

by  no  means  wtflied,  or  intended,  to  throw  the  fmalleft  impu« 

tation  on  trial  by  jury,  or  to  depreciate  the  vcrdifts  by  which 

they  were  fo  acquitted*     Still,  however,  their  acquittal  was  no 

proof  that  a  confpiracy  had  never  exifted  in  this  country.     It 

onlyprovedthatinthecafeoftheperfonstriedonachargeofhigh 

treafon,  the  evidence  was  not  fufficiently  full  and  ftrong  againft 

them  individualiy^  to  amount  to  that   degree  of  completenefs^ 

l¥hSch  the  law  requires  to  convid  perfons  tried  for  this  greateft 

<  of  all  crimes.     So  far  therefore  from  the  trials  of  thofe  indi-^ 

▼iduals  proving  that  there  had  been  no  confpiracy,  the  evidence : 

adduced  upon  them,  eftabliOied  beyond  a  doubt  the  exiftence  of 

the  confpiracy. 

His  Lordihip  requefted  the  attention  of  the  'Houfe 
while  he  took  a  curfory  review  of  the  condu£t  and  praflices  of 
thofe  focieties,  with  regard  to  the  people  of  a  neighbouring 
country,  from  the  commencement  of  their  correfpondence 
with  them,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  fufficient  to  imprefs 
every  one  of  their  Lordfliips  with  the  fame  fentiments  he  en« 
tertained  on  the  fubje£t.  During  the  time  of  the  monarchy 
continuing  in  France,  after  the  revolution  took  place,  his 
Lordfiiip  laid,  all  their  correfpondence  was  with  tne  French 
Jacobins  in  Paris,  and  other  parts  of  France,  but  no  fooner  was 
the  deftru6lion  of  monarchy  effeAed^  than  they  immediately 
opened  a  correfpondence  with  the  National  Convention; 
and  in  one  of  their  addrefles  they  went  fo  far  as  to  fay^ 
^^  That  they  hoped  foon  to  fee  fimilar  addrefles  fent  from 
that  country  to  a  National  Convention  in  England.''  After 
this  he  begged  their  Lordfliips  to  remember,  that  they  began  to 
concert  meafures  for  calling  a  Convention  in  England,  for  the 
wicked  purpofe  of  fubvcrting  and  overturning  the  legnl  con- 
ftitutional  and,  fettled  government  and  liberties  of  this  country. 
It  was  impoffible  their  Lordfliips  fiiould  «ot  remember  the 
'  Convention  that  had  actually  taken  place^  in  which  men  met 
3T  2  appointed 
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ippoirrtc«f  by  thofe  felf-created  fccietics  he  had  fo  often  hien- 
tioned,  ^'ho  hnd  gone  to  moil  a  extraottHnary  length  indeed. 
When  he"  rtflcflred  on  many  of  the  mcafures  they  had  adopted, 
^nd  partrcularly  on  that  one  ftrong  and  audactotis  reiblution, 
that  among  other  thing  fays,  **  If  the  prefent  ParHament 
fhould  rhink  proper  to  pafs  any  Bill  to  fafpend  the  HahMiCer* 
pus  Aft,  or  to  countenance  the  landing  foreign  troops  in  the 
country,  or  in  cafe  of  ah  invafion,  a  Secret  Committee  was 
appointed  to  rc-afTcmhle  this  body  of  men  to  aft  in  foch  emer- 
gency"— he  could  not  for  a  moment  hedtate  (and  he  trufted 
he  fhould  be  joined  by  all  their  Lordfhips  in  the  opinion)  to 
believe  that  a  moft  dangerous  confpiracy  exiftcd  of  the  nature 
^Before  dcfcribed. 
*  His  Lordfhip  next  alluded  to  the  refoltrtiens  which  had  been 
pafTed  by  the  feveral  focieties  in  England,  fubfequent  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  in  Scotland,  in  which  they  aflcrt- 
cd  that  thcv  coUld  no  longer  truft  to  latrs  framed,  as  they 
boldly  and  infol'ently  phrafcd  it,  by  thofe  whom  they  were 
y  lea  fed  to  call  their  plunderers  and  oppreffbrs ;  but  that  tfiey 
muft  refort  to  laws  of  their  own  making ;  and,  for  this  purpofe, 
ftcps  were  aftually  taken  for  calling  a  Convention  in  England, 
^'hich  was  to  overturn  and  dellioy  the  monarchy^  the  arifto^ 
cracy,  and  ail  the  conilituted  authorities  of  thi  prefent  go- 
Tcmmcnt,  and  tb  introduce  all  that  anarchy,  confufion,  mi- 
fery,  and  bloodflied,  which  had  deluged  and  waded  that  dif- 
trafted  and  unhappy  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuWliruttn;; 
a  povcinmcnt  fmiilar  to  that  formed  by  the  French,  whofe 
principles  and!  proceedings  they  were  fo  defiroas  to  imitate  and 
Jbliow.  This,^  his  Lordmip  faid,  was  evident  frbm  the  atfeft- 
ation  of  imitating  the  C<5nvention  in  the  phrafes,  the  terms, 
and  the  nature  and  name  of  their  proceedings. 

He  adverted  to  what  pafTed  at  the  very  extraordinary  nwct- 
ing  held  at  Chalk  Farm,  as  another  proof  of  th^ii*  intentions  to 
call  a  Convention  in  Enj^land  for  the  purpofcs  alleged,  it  might 
be  rcpc?.tcd,  he  faid,  that  the  late  verdifts  at  the  Seilion-Houfc 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  negatived  the  whole  of  the  confpiracy  ; 
but  that  he  apprehended  to  be  impofliWe,  as  the  queftion  be- 
fore the  Court  and  Jury  was  not,  nor  couW  it  be,  whether  a 
iJonfpiracy  exifted,  but  whether  the  perfons  put  upon  their 
trials  were  guilty  to  the  extent  ftatcd  In  the  indfftmdnts  ?  His 
Lordftiip  concluded  by  obferving,  as  the  late  trials  had  aflibrd* 
ed  the  ftrongeft  evidence  that  a  confpiracy  exiftcd  at  the  fimc 
of  paffi'ug  the  original  Bill  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Hahras 
Corpta  Aft  ;  and  as  nothing  had  fince  appeared  to  convince 
fhcir  Lord  {hips  \\^t  this  confpiracy  was  done  away,  and  did 
notfubfift  at  the  prefent  moment,  he  thought  it  unneccflayy  to 

3  trouble 
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trouble  tbciir  Lordftiips  any  further  at  prcfctit,  and  there&w 
fiiould  content  kimfelf  with  moving  that  the  BHl  do  pxfs. 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  deemed  hini- 
felf  to  have  afted  rijjht,  if,  after  hearing  the  argumencs  jutt 
advanced  by  the  Noble  Lord,  he  could  have  been  contented  with 
giving  a  filent  vote  upon  the  prefcnt  motion.  From  what  he 
had  juft  heard  from  that  Noble  Lord,  he  felt  himfcJf  impcUod 
by  his  feelings  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  ftate  his  reafons  fordrflSer- 
ing  with  that  Noble  Lord,  and  for  giving  his  decided  oegatii^ 
to  the  motion. 

HisLordfhlp  faid,  it  had  always  ftruck  him,  that,  accnrdmjf 
ta  the  principles  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  no  Aft  of  Pa«^ 
liament  of  that  magnitude  or  of  the  importance  which  die 
Hmbeas  Corpus  Acl  undoubtedly  was  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people,  fliould  be  fufpended,  or  the  benefits  of  it  taken 
away  for  ever  fo  (hort  a  time,  but  in  cafes  of  the  mod  argCTJt 
neceffity,  nor  without  a  certain  fpecific,  weighty,  and  import- 
ant reafon  for  To  doing,  having  been  made  apparent  by  tix, 
moft  undeniable  proof.  His  Majcfty*s  minifters,  however, 
fmarting  under  the  lafh  of  public  difappointment  and  public 
difgrace,  had  ventured  to  come  forward  again,  and  call  upon 
Parliament  for  a  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  AfiL 
He  did  imagine,  that,  on  hearing  of  the  renewal  of  the  prefeat 
Bill,  he  fhould  have  heard  that  lome  new  dangers  had  arifen, 
which  would  fanftion  fuch  a  meafurc  ;  but  there  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  the  lead  fliadow  of  danger. 

The  argument  of  the  Noble  Lord  had  been  extraordinary 
ihdeed.  In  the  courfe  of  the  la(l  feffion,  the  Noble  Lord  hal 
moved  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpuf  A61 ;  atni  beforcr 
k  was  obtained,  a  Report  of  a  iSeleft  Committee,  appoinre<l 
by  their  Lordfliips,  containing  a  mafs  of  evidence,  which  the: 
Report  ftated  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  forniei 
Efficient  proof  that  a  confpiracy  which  was  dangerous  to  the 
conftitution  and  the  government  did  cxtti,  and  on  this  nwis 
of  evidence  then*  Lordftiips  had  confeiitcd  to  the  pafling  of  foch 
Bill.  In  confequence  ot  this  Bill  Iniving  p-ifled  into  a  law,  by 
receiving  the  complete  affent  of  the  whole  1-cgiflaturc,  and  in 
order  to  prove  to  the  people  of  England,  and  to  the  world  at 
large,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  firft,  and  of  their 
Lordfhips  afterwards,  was  well  founded ;  certain  individuals  be-* 
longing  to  particular  focicties,  amongft  which  thi$  confpiracjr 
was  faid  to  exift,  were  arrcltcd,  and,  after  fome months  con^ 
finement,  were  put  upon  their  trial  for  this  confpiracy.  The 
Noble  Earl  faid,  lie  believed  there  never  was  a  fubjeift,  elthef 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  that  undcxwcni:  fo  lon^r,  fo  ample^ 
andfo  deliberate  and  attentive  a  difcuftlon  and  rnvelligation  a$ 
rfidthis  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  thef?  individuals,  refpcd-* 

ing 
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ing  the  confpiracy  for  which  they  were  charged  and  tric4«. 
•thcrcfukof  this  had  been,  that  Mr.  Tookc,  Mr.  *rhclwall^ 
aud  the  other  Gentlemen  charged  in  the  indidment,  and 
whofc  lives  his  Majeily's  miniilers  had  unjuftrfiably,  certakilf 
abort ivelVf  attempted  to  take  away,  were  declared  by  the 
juries  to  be  not  guilty  of  the  confpiracy  with  which  they  (lood 
charged.  The  vcrdi£l6  of  the  juries  clearly  eflabliflied  one  or 
other  of  thcfc  three  things  *,  either  that  no  confpiracy  had 
cxi(led  at  all  ^  ou  if  it  did  exift,  that  it  was  not  a  confpiracy 
amounting  to  treafon  ;  or  laftly,  whatever  the  nature  of  the 
confpiracy  wis,  that  the  perfon^  brought  to  trial  were  not 
guilty  of  it,  and  that  it  mud  have  been  carried  on  by  indivi- 
duals whom  no  perfon  could  point  out.  His  Lord/hip  remarked 
that  the  Learned  Judge  who  prefided  a't  the  trials  had  emphati* 
callylaid,  that,  if  there  was  a  confpiracy,  the  members  of  the 
fooletics  had  neither  numbers,  zeal,  nor  money  enough^  to 
carry  it  into  tffcdl.  His  Lordihip  was  therefore  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  confpiracy  which  gave  rife  to  the  original  fuf- 
peniion  of  tlie  Haieaj  Corpus  A  A,  that  bulwark  of  the  liberties 
of  Englilhmen,  had  been  done  away  and  difproved  by  the  late 
trials,  and  the  acquittals  confequent  thereon ;  and  that  being  , 
the  cafe,  his  Lordflitp  faid,  he  was  ettremely  furprifed  to  hear 
the  Noble  Lord  moving  their  Lordftiips  to  continue  this  fuf* 
penfion  without  producing  any  proof  whatever  that  any  new 
or  otlier  confpiracy  exifted. 

The  Earl  faid,  he  did  not  deny  that  there  might  be  many, 
perfons  in  this  kingdom  who  were  difcontented  with  the  pve- 
fent  government,  as  there  were  at  all  times,  in  all  countries  : 
fome  of  them  from  their  difltke  of  a  monarchy ;  others  from 
their  love  cf  innovation  and  change,  &c. ;  and  many,  perhaps^ 
from  caufes  differing  from  either  of  thefe ; — but  no  man  could 
deny  that  a  fpirit  of  the  warmed  and  mod  zealous  loyalty  and 
afFe^ion  to  his  MajcKy  pervaded  the  great  body  of  his  Majedy's 
fubjects :  Never  wer«  more  loyal  addreffes,  or  more  fervent 
expreflions  of  attachment  to  the  King  and  Conditution  known 
than  at  the  prcfent  period.  In  former  times,  when  matters 
were  very  differently  (ituated,  and  appearances  much  more 
daag^ous,  no  fuch  drong  meafures  had  been  reforted.to  by 
OUT  ancedors,  as  the  prefent  minidera  had*  made  ufe  of  to 
po&fs  themfclves  of  exorbitant  power,  as  in  the  cafes  of  the 
Alien  Bill,  the  Traiterous  C^rrcfpondencc  Bill,  and  the  Suf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft.  In  tlie  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  King  William,  when  the  departed  or  abdicated  King 
was  dill  alive  and  in  arms,  many  hundreds  o^-  people  were 
known,  from  the  prejudice  of  long  habits,  from  perfonal  af- 
fc£Vion,  and  from  other  obvious  caufes,  to  be  drongly  attach- 
ed to  his  intereds,  and  even  avowed  this  attachment  \  yet  the 
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Habeas  Corpus  A£k.  was  not  then  fufpcndcd,  but  ouranceftori 
trufted  to  the  excellence  of  the  government,  and  the  vigoui' 
and  energy  of  the  laws,  for  protcftion  from  danger,  likely  to 
refult  from  the  caufes  juft  dated  in  favour  of  the  abdicated 
Ku^  and  his  family.  The  fame  in  the  beginning  of  the  icigh 
of  Queen  Anne,  and  in  the  reigns  of  George  I.  and  II.  Nor 
indeed  had  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£^  been  fufpended,  but  in  cafes 
of  threatened  or  a£lual  invafion  or  rebellion* 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  emphaticaliv  declaring,  that 
he  law  no  reafonable  ground  whatever  for  a  further  fufpenfion 
of  the  hOi  in  queftion  ;  and  therefore  he  would  give  his  nega-^ 
live  to  the  motion. 

The  Duk^  of  Leeds  aflured  their  Lordfhips,  that  after  the 
very  ample  manner  in  which  he  had  delivered  his  fentimcnts 
on  the  paflTmg  the  original  Bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A£l  laft  year,he  (hould  not  have  troubled  them  again  on 
the  fume  fubje^,  if  it  had  not  been  for  fome  part  of  what  hsid 
fallen  from  bis  Noble  Friend  who  had  juft  fat  down.    He 
couid  not  agree  with  the  doArine  of  his  Noble  Friend,  that 
becaufe  the  prifoners  on  the  late  trials  were  acquitted,  the  na* 
tural  and  fair  dedu^ion  was,  that  no  confpiracy  had  eiifted  ; 
htf  was  altogether  of  a  diiierent  opinion.     His  Grace  affured 
their  Lordihips,  that  he  by  no  means  intended  to  caft  tl^e 
leait  reflefiion  on  the  juries  who  acquitted  the  perfons  on  the 
late  trials  \  on  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  thay  had  a£lcd 
fa  illy   and   conrciertioufly,  and  that  the  verdi£k   of    *'  Not 
Guilty?   was   warranted  by  evidence,    and  ftrittly  conform- 
able to  law.     The  acquittal  of  the  perfons  tried,  however,  in 
his  judgnient,  did  not  by  any  means  prove  that  a  confpiracy 
had  rot  txifted. 

The  Duke  faid,  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  their 
Lordfliips,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  have  been  one, 
had  aCiL'd  witl*  the  utmoft  care,  deliberation,  and  attention 
in  inveftigating  the  mafs  of  papers  which  contained  the  cor- 
Tcfpondcnce  of  the  fevcral  focieties  implicated  in  the  charge  of 
this  confpiracy,  and  on  the  fulleft  conviftion,  after  the  moft 
mature  confideration,  they  had  drawn  up  the  Report,  on  the 
credit  of  which  their  Lordfliips  had  thought  proper  to  pafs  the 
original  Bill.  H'lb  Gnce  declared,  that  he  was  not  a  little  fiir- 
prifed  to  hear  his  Noble  Friend  fay  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  fubje£^  had  been  founded  on  delufion.  AH 
he  could  fay  upon  that  matter  was,  that  if  it  was  a  delufion, 
it  was  a  delufion  fo  nearly  refembling  reality,  that  he  was  un- 
able to  dillinguiih  the  one  from  the  other,  for  at  this  moment 
\ht  whole  of  the  plot  appeared  to  be  a  teality  in  his  mind,  a& 
much  as  it  d^d  when  he  fat  in  the  Committee  appointed  by 

thek 
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their  I/orcfil/ips.  With  regard  to  the  late  tri^ik^  be  \rouid  ^^* 
fh^l  if  he  had  livrd  in  th^  comitry,  a  total  ilrauger  to  ci^:\ 
ihiug  that  was  pi!ri'i;;in  the  metropuH.s,  exc^fU  urli^x  hcnii^L: 
Ice  in  the  ncvv.p  «j)cr>  on  the  accounts  ofthei'e  triaU,  lie  wc«*i 
tdy,  liiAt  ficni  the  v<rry  nariire  of  the  dcieiure  of  therepexi-:i> 
lie  thought  there  did  exill  in  this  country  the  canfpiracy  i*- 
lrg«rd.  The  turn  which  public  ad^i&irs  h^td  lately  t^ken  on  ihc 
continrnr,  the  topo<;rjphicAl  f>iuatioo  of  France  at  this  tinivV 
tilt  valt  crt^nt  of  co^it  ihe  wa«  in  poircflbn  of,  a&  -well  as  tl.: 
internal  iituation  of  this  cauDtrj»  had  rendered  the  £iii  iic: 
only  a  proper  meafurc  of  prccautioa,  but  aifo^  under  all  ^^ 
circumltanccs,  juft  And  highly  ncceffary. 

T/j/  isVi/7  cf  Ciirl:jlt'  Tofc,  to  take  notice  of  foaie  cxtxaori> 
nary  doctrine  that  had  been  advanced  by  hit»  N4[>bJe  Fricod  iI>J 
Earl  uf  G  u  1  Id  h> rd. 

The  lirii  that  Itruck  him,  as  utterly  unfufl^inablc  in  reofja 
or  in  truth,  wa>.  tiic  tallowing  pofitioitf  viz.    Thai  oUJl^i^r.^t 
cf  IrMtBrws  cznfpiyacy    tuas  d^ne  0%uay  by  i/^  laU  a4r(piiUGlj»     S:^ 
Jit  lie  could  the  i^orce  of  this  propeiuion  gawi  hii  coaviclloli, 
tliat  the  very  inverfe  of  it  fccmed  to  l>c  a^arcr  the  truth  :  For 
if  the  exigence  of  aconfpiracy  had  Jiot  been  admittect^  formir^ 
the  bafis  and  foundation  of  all  the  pipcecdings  oi  the  Court, 
tliere  being  no  crime,  of  -coupfc  th^re  could  he  no  mminal. 
T]>c  Court  could   wot  have-fcmaiaed  Gtting  a  moment  i  nor 
would  the  Jury  have  fuffcred  aoy  part  of  the  fatigue  ^md  con- 
finement, wliich  the  nation  at  large  has  rcafoa  to  de;pIor^  they 
under v^ent.      The  admillion  of  the  eriftencc  .of  that  cpalpira- 
cy  Was  as  much  a  preliminary  pointi  as.  the  findiqgpf  a  6c3iA 
body,  with  marks  of  vioience  upon  it^  ih  ncccflary  to  cfLabllfli 
the  fad^  that  a  murder  has  been  committed,  and  from  thence 

.  to  grouird  the  inquiry  after  the  perpcitrators  of  the  crime.  He 
meant  not,  ia  the  moft  diliaiu  maimer,  to  lefletl  upon  the 
foundnefs  and  jullicc  oi  die  laie  verdicls  ^  but,  fubniittirig  to 
them,  he  would  go  no  funljcr  (bceaufe  he  believed  tliey  were 
not  intended  to  convey  more)  than  that  thofe  men,  arraigned 
for  the  crimes  lor  whieh  they  Merc  bvought  to  trial,  had  not 

.committed  thofe  oUeneeii.  13'4t  he  could  by  no  means  fuboiit 
to  the  outrageous  concludon,  that,  bccaufe  thofe  individuals 
ynerc  not  proved  to  be  theotieuders,  confcqucntly  there  was.no 
odFence.  His  LordiJiip  admitted,  tliat  fuch  acquittal  was  a 
pcrfe^^  legal  wafliiiig  away  of  all  imputatioUi  that  fuch  crlnie 
had  been  perpetrated  by  the  acuuud,  .  and  the  law  held 
fhcm  to  be  imxocent  i      11  e  law  iu  that,   aiid  in  every  cafe, 

^4X1  do  nci  more,     Bu^  there  ii>  a  tribunal  iUU  behind,  from 

Vrhieh,  on  this  fide  tiie  grave,  diere  is  no  appeal — the    dccilJaii 
gf  ,thc  VaaiiQ,     it  is  tiic  haud  of  the  Public  that  fct^  the  fcal 

of 
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of   honoHr'  or  difgraoe  upon  all  human  cofi'duft  i-'fior  is  disM;/ 
al^vnya  direAed  b]r  the  featcncc  of  the  law. .  'For  wbat  gao  be . 
motchUCf  than  that  an  acquittal  of  Court,  in  all  cafeB>  re*. 
ftoret  the  accufed  to  focietf9  immaculate,  s^id  without  ibnn : 
on  his  repntatioa  ?  .  For  inftancei  in  tbefolknritig  cafe  whkb: 
happened  at  Bur?^  the  fiaUehood  of  this  modem  do^hrin^  will' 
be  eafily  manifefted :    A  perfon,  of  the  rank  of  a  gentleman^ 
and  bved.to  the  law,  conceited  tfie.  horrid  defisn  of  killing  a: 
near  relation,  in  order  to  poffefs  faimfelf  of  hu  fortunes :  ^  He,' 
"with  an  accomplice,  way-laid  this  relation,  miled  in  his  at*. 
tempt  to  kill,  hot  4sft  nim  for  dead  :  -  He  lecovered  of  hisi 
wwMn6» :    The  villain  was  indi£ked  on  the  Coventry  A&t  aimL 
charged  with  the  intention  of  maiming  and  4leiactng.    To  the; 
iurprife  of  the  Court,  he  fet  up  this  horrid  plea :  ^  Idid  noty 
aa  all  the  evidence  viili  fliew,  intend  to  maim ;  I  meant  to  mur- 
der P*    Now  fuppofe,  which  lackily  was  not  the  cafe,  AiA- 
thia  |riea  had  availed  him  i    By  this  new  dofihrine,  be  w^uhk 
have  retired  from  ttut  bar  perfe6Uf  clear  and  goilclefs^  onet 
upon  wfaota  no  imputation,  wicbout  iiuaftice,  oughi  %o.  Uve 
attpdiBd )  and  he,  who  ihottid  have  dovhfxd  Us  innoiyiief^p 
would  have  been  guSty  of  cmelty  and  oppftflhw. 

Another  tlung,  wliich  bis  LonUbip  eaiioeivedl  bis  Ktobtt 

Friend  to  have  laid,  was,  that  the  condad  «f  miaiftsmi^itf 

unjttfttfiable,  as  their  projeA  in  raifiag  tfcde  alanns  iacrnt  tiS 

the  endeavour  of  taking  away  dm  livca  of  inaoceatOMK^'  Hi 

trufted  bis  ears  bad  demved  him ;  foi^  knowing  ibe  caadooi} 

the  benevolence,  and  humanity  oiF  bis  Noble  vriend,  it  wdi 

impoffibie  for  bbn  to  reconcile  die  fliatpnefs  #f  fudi  anaecd^ 

lation  with  the  fairoefs  of  mind  and  die  Mdeaeb  of  hmg 

which  he  knew  him  to  poflefs.    For  wim  Hvbat  diffidukics 

bad  fnch  an  accufioion  to  encounter  ?    la  the  firft  plaoi^ 

nderely  to  divert  the  public  attention,   that  any  fetarjndn 

Should  be  found  fo  depaved  as  fudi  minifters  nmft  bej?wbA 

-fiiould  contrive  ibhomd  afcheme  }--<hat  dificulty  wouUe^oft 

him  on  the  threlhold.    But  if  thb  was  got  over,  dit  next  that 

•occuirs  is  the  acquiefcence  of  many  ia£pendent  peifona^  in 

their  charader  of  Privy  Councillors,  to  Ittrwatd  das/fimpti' 

expedient.      But  this  alfo  removed^  anbtber  bnraediafic^ 

arifes^the  condod  of  fhe  grand  jut^  who  fbmid'.tbe.failia: 

Thermuft  alfo  take  their  (hare  of  guiK  in  advaaciBg'Ais  4^ 

teftable   projefl,   denying  to  tbem  that  coavi^on,  anfiag 

fioBi  the  proofs  before  them,  that  there  had  been  commitmebt 

of  crime,  and  that  oettain  individads  wete  by  diemi  finm 

thole  proofis,  believed  to  be  the  perpetratova.    This  was  nit 

sll:    Apodier  forquUbk  dtficalty  iwiin>*»  after  lU  dieia 
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were  femovcd^-Hlie  condud  d(  the  petty  pirTf  wfio  dLid  s-t 
a£^  as  if  the  cafe  wasperfedif  c)exT»  hot  retired  to  dcllbcnt^* 
Md  rmnimed  fome  time  in  deliberation.    But  he  nynlt  a^^m 
repekty  this  gre^t  qucftioti  is  now  hefore  the  Public  i     MiuiT 
hid  bopdrtunitacs  bf  attending  the  trials  |  oiolk  of  nvading,  if 
Uief  CBofe,  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  s  aod  it  irniains  tor 
dictn  td  decide,  whether  these  .were  Boctheieeds  of  the  grcateft 
mifchicf  induRrioufly  fown,  which  (yieUinff  to  tlie  venli£ls} 
had  not  reached  mataritf>  nor  arrired  at  that  pitch  of  crimi* 
iKiUty  which  trouni  have  warrantdd  a  ?erf  diffisrem  vczadac^  ;— • 
or  whether  thb  (chcmc,  invoiTing  the  i^rtnaes^  aepatsrioef 
and  lifves  of  harbiletk  and  icoffenUYetnen,  in  the;  ut^K>tt 
periU  ^^^  conceived  by  his  Majefty's  mintfters,  adopted  br 
the  PVivy  Coiuicti,'  stdYaoeed  by  the  grandjery,  tiil  it  came  t0 
its.  hift  Aage,  xterdy  for  the  pvrpofe  of  fiinging  a  tub  to  the 
whale,  and  takiag  advaetage  of:  the  National  fears  of  internal 
^Dger,  ft)  reader  it  more  eafy  fer  thofe  miiuilera  to  caxsy  on 
Iheafures  Inconnfteot-nrith  the  pehUfc  wtlftte* 
f  /Hero^  faid  hi$  Lord{hip»  let  the,  nsatier  left.    As  fer  the 
COiitbuumoc  of  this  partial  fufpeofibn  of  ,the  Hu^eus  dwpBi 
Bill,  in  particolar  and  fpecified  cafes,  he  fhould  cert;un]f  note 
fic  diat  c6t]kimttnac*    When  the  Bill   was  oon&nted  to.  tb€ 
laftryoHly  hei^^as  ilisficiently  comrinced  that  the  |>et>f»Je  of 
Etigland  were  Ve!l  fcnrcd  by  their  .reprefehtativea^  in  aitniiig 
tbe  EsacDdve.Governntvnt  with  this  tenkporary  pew^er^  and 
IJbatUie  Houfe  of .Loi^r did  its  duty  by  the  Public,  in  ^dofiting 
0n  fame  mca&ird'for the  general  fa^ty;    Noti>c(ng  conrinced 
Ihae'aU-  die  feeds  i>f  that  mifdiiiefy   thoogh  flecpcng  in'tfae 
Mranhd,  vvre  deprived  of  pourer  td  flart  up  sgato,  warmed 
asn&.bFe  and  lidivity  by  thht  fbfleriqg  care  u-hich  had  {o  b« 
4kiffrionfly  diifcmiliaced  them,  he  thougiu  that  this  was  not  yet 
llie  Jiuur  to  Tolas  diat  rigilance  to  wliich  our  fafety  may  juttly 
W^«tttibutcd  I  aior  to  return  that  ihicld  which  the  peopk  cf 
£>iglaiid  had  lenc^  abd .buckled  on  the  exccutiirc  arm  oi  Goiexn* 
Siht  for  their  protc£lion.and  defence.   . 
r<  fbi  £arl  of  If\arwci  apolo|i[i2ed  for  troubling  their  Lomti- 
^nprrwiih  his  ieatikiients  on  the  pvefent  occafion,  but  having 
^eit>a.fileat  lotb  whcix  the  Bill  .pafied  laft  year^  he  was  induced 
:|b.crayd*tlieit  Lordlbips  indulgence*  "While  he  laid  a  few  wonis 
-nfiott;  Ao.  fuh)e£l«    .His  Lordlhip  owned,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
:ygho  thqught  ihe  Hahsr  Corpus  A(\  an  invaluable  Uefliiig,  and 
itbat  it  ought  ntfver  to  be  fufpendcd  .but  in  cafes  of  the  aMft 
mrgei>t  oecefiity  and  eftdeot  dangers  and  that  neceffit^  the 
iSarl  faid»  appeared  to  have  exiiled  in  an  eminent  degree  laft 
*jyear>  itmd  ftiU  (nAtinnied  to  exift.    It  wws^  therefore,,  becaafe 
-,7-  /r  .     4      he 
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Kcifav^  juft  mid  ncecfRiiT  grounds  fofiiich  a*mcafi^^%  ifb'nt  ll^ 
ihould  give  Ac  fiiM  before  iHc  Hoikfc  his  fupport.  ^  He  took 
<ye«ra4iofito  ffyeak  of  Oppbfiticn  in  general,  w  a  tiizitex  higfa^ 
}U>nettfable  tb  thofonrho  took  part  in  it,  and  of  the  utmoft  mi- 
l*cy'  bi^d'bifrantage  to  the  Pub!i«:»  when  conduced* on  fair, 
manly^  arrd  patriotic  principles.  He  had  himfelf  alwaya  beei^ 
an  admtrcrof  fuch-  an  Opj^ofitioin,  and,  in  the  courfc  of  hia 
life;  had .  more  than  otKe  joined  in  one,  which  had  produced 
great  {tood  by  their  ftea<ftneft,  their  ^ifintcrefted  views,  and 
dieir  abiHf  ie^  But  wide  indeed  wad  his  opiniofi  of  an  OopO- 
ilcvin  founded  on  a  different  principle ;  an  Ppf3k>fition  in  whidi 
€9eneiti  individuals  appeared  to  be  af^uated  by  no  other  views 
Aaii^obJeAg  of  faftion,  perfonal  intcreft,  or  jierfoiial  ambitiom 
-*^oh  an  OppoQtfon  was  to  be  detefted^s  the  curfe  of  their 
•courRty.  'He  could  not  reconcile  it  td  his  mtnd  that  it  was 
ptIfllbNrfar'ufthoybeftfenaeor  to  ccune  ikiio  aa  finglUh  Huufe. 

•  cff  ParlKimtntf  and  echo  the  fehti'ntents  of  a  French  dciifiagogue. 

.  .^*J^!t5ei  ^wiihing  for  nothing  but  to '  indulge    their  owa. 

.  amWtion,   by  obcaimnj;  to  thcmfclves  jjQwer,    he  thought 

noitkor  More  norlefs  than  a  contemptible  U>pofitjony  and' loch, 

•  m  Oppoiition  he  always  did  and  always' Aould  defpife.  He 
did  ftot'fty  thtsof  tliefn'ofent Opp6(ki'on  as  abodf,  tot  isthat 
tUririleMieved  thorn  t3D  be  honourable.   '  -  . 

-     Paring  this  part  W  the  EarPs  fpecch,*  third  was  a  cry  ef 
Hf(irf  heat/    On   which  his  Lord(hip  fatd^  he  would  ndt. 
ihvinlt  from  Ms  words  ^  he  had  delivered  hie  real  f6ntunents»'  ,^ 
His  iidrdfhip  touched  lightly  on  the  wat  itfelf,  bul:  coOr 
bsSijd  tiiat^  fubjeft  had  been  fully  difcubed  by  men  more 
cdippetent  to' treat  it  property'than  he  preteiAdedt|pbc*    After 
a  few  observations,  he  toncluded  With  declaring  that  Ae  mo-». 
tidnfhould  have  hts  decided  fupport. 

.  '  Ti5f  JJiii'/ of  G<^/^^»«/faid,  his  Noble  Friend  had  cohipte^^ 
silfeonceWed  much  of  his  argument  •,  their  Lordfliips  woWd 
therefore  a^fmit,  that  It  was  necefTary  that  he  (hould  fet  hioi  to 
tights.  With  regard  to  the  vcrdiSs  that  had  been  given,  htf 
bad  faid,  that  thev  eftabltftied  one  of  thefe  three  points  t  That 
norrraiterous  contpiracy  eicifted  at  all ;  adly.  If  it  did,  that  it 
vifew^not  a  confpiracy  amounthigio  treafbh  ;  andlaftly,  What- 
erertthe  natttue  of  the  cohfpirady  was,  that  the  perfons  br^u^C 
tb 'trial  as  the  moft  aftive  in  it,  were ^ot  guilty  of  the  crime 
cku-ged  ijgalinft  them.  In  aH-or  either  of  which  cafes,  the  J^il 
M  fufpending  the  HdiMs  'G^tfus  A(k  did  not  in  any  nl^j 

.apply-  ^  . ,       ^ 

Thuii'machhehadfiflfhirhfelfdbliged,  in  juftice  to  Men* 
fctf,  tofayvnfexplatiation,  and  he  would  have  then  fat  doWn, 
Maoti  a<  Mobk'fi:ar^wilo^(HHrbtf0^ 

3  U  a  /  th«  . 
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thel&erty  to  indulge  himfelf  iti  a4evat  catfiire  a^nft  tbofc 
NobleXords  with  whom  he  had  the  bonout  to  ad,  ihui  tvhkh 
he  wojudd  teature  to  fay  was  wholly  unneiiced*    He  w«^ 
.appeal  to  every  one  of  their  Lotdfliips,  whedicr  he  "UoA  the 
.  Noble  Lords  near  htm  had  not  utiifbmly  expreftd  their  hontft 
indignation  at  the  condod  of  minifters  from  the  commepge- 
mem  of  the  war,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  all  the  violent  mca- 
fures  which  they  had  continued  in  carrying  it  on,- for  daeir 
own  interefted  purpofes.    He  defpifed,  in  as  ftrong  tetfeM  as 
the  Noble  £arK  or  any  man  coidd  utter,  die  idea  of  Mpofidoa 
toGovemmenti  upon  fuchbafe  principles  as  the  Noble  Lord 
.  had  iniinuated-— the  defire  of  place*  fadious  motives,  er  views 
of  perfonal  ambition.     But  he  defied  any  man  vrtib  die 
finalleft  colour  of  Jufltice  to  accufe  the  Oppofilion  widi' wluch 
he  adedy  of  the  firft  diarge,  becaufe  it  could  not  be  dooe  widi 
fnimefs  or  with  truth  i  and  as  to  faAion»  he  woiri^^nly  fiij, 
.  that  tf  a  fteady  and  uniform  fyftem  of  oppofitiott  to  tlwfe  mi- 
nifters whofe  blunders  and  incapacity  hiftl  etpoM  theoiMves 
to . difgrace,  and  the  country  to  a  ftate of  die  rrcsD^esdiBityt 
,  coliid  with  juftice  be  called  a  faAious  OppeSfkNif  k>MMme 
which  no  man  Who  confcientbufly  did  hik  duty  to  his  tmmtrj^ 
and  difapproved  of  the  ttnconftitulknualmattfter  in^hiohdiey 
came  into  TOwer,  diesr  obftinacy  in  petfiftfaig  In  «  aioft  s^s* 
'  ous  conduct)  imd  the  flmmefal  difafters  diat  had'deceAiflf  at- 
tended fuch  condud,  could  poffibly  forego.    HisLorMi^  in 
his  replv  to  the  infinuation  thrown  out  b^tlieNoUciSuly  «ridi 
great  eloquence,  great    animation,  and  great  enems  tttfinl 
his  voice  much  higher  than  we  evdr  heard  hit  Lordfiip  ^fak. 
In  fadt^be  met  d^  infinuation  widi  that  dq;ree  of  indigiittit 
.  oQntempt  diat  he  thou^t  it  called  for. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Warmck  etplsuned.    Npt  being  fai  the  habit  of 
public  fpeaking,  he  might  not,he  (kid,  have  espiraed hiMMf  ill  a 
;  manner  fufficiendy  explicit  %  he  vras  not,  however,  afimid  to 
repeat  that  though  be  confidered  a  ftriA  watchiBg  o««r  the 
conduct  of  mmifters,  as  a  very  laudaUe  principle  bf  oppofitioii, 
in  times  of  danger  h^  did  not  think  it  ri^t  to  hsftais  GcFvem*^ 
ment  by  oppofition  fipm  any  other  princi^.    He  kad^ifuaTd*' 
edlf  ftated-tiiat  he  pointed  his  argument  not  agalnft  the-Mreicnt 
Oppofidon. generally, and  he. be^ed  the  Nobk  Earl  to  oelieve 
him,  whenhe  dedared,  he  entertained  an  high  optnfoo  of  die 
;  Noble  EarPs  pid>lic,and  private  dharafter ;  biit  there  mig^t 
be  individuals  to  whom  he  had  rea&ti  to  allude }  he  meant 
^  diofe  who  came  forward  as  leiaderis  of  Oppofirion,  without  duly 
weighing  the  eonfeqnences  of  iAM  they  did,  defaending 
imo  mmutut^  and  broaching  opinions  diat  couM  anfwer  no 
good'purpofe,  but  might  ptodoce  in&iilc  aifelUtf  i  be  advcrc- 
«  cd 
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»€<!»  at  im  inftaocei  to  tbe  oppofition  that  day,  a^d  he  difap- 
pxoired.of  perfoqs  coming  down  with  their  pocket  ftuffed  with 
-papers  in  oi4er'tc^  influence  the  debates  of  that  Houfe. 

Tbi  Bari^  LcuiderdaU  (aid,  it  had  been  far  from  his  inten- 
tion chat  daj'  to  have  deviated  in  the  flighted  manner  from  the 
^atq4ieftion<  before  the  Houiey  but  he  (hould  be  wanting  in 
-inVf  to  hin)ielf,  to  thofe  with  whom  he  a£tcd,  and  to  Uieir 
X^edliipac^^k^ivcljt  were  he  to  pafs  entirelv  unnoticed  what 
had' been,  laid  bv  the  Noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft.    He  agreed 
with' the  NoUe  Earl,  in  his  ideas  of  what  was  a  proper  Oppo^ 
'^tionyand  fo  he  believed  would  every  one  of  their  Lordlhipsj 
«|hic  he  muft  oonrend  that  there  never  was  a  better  founded^ 
*iaiM!|  or  mere  conftitutionalOppofitioni  than  that  to  which  the 
.  Noble  Earl  bad  to  ftrangely  wlmed  to  attrit>ute  improper  mo* 
tiv«8.    How  fuch  an  idea  could  have  come  into  his  he;id,  on 
^  thia.partifCiilar  occafion,  he  was  utterly  at  a  Jofs  to  account; 
.  ov  why^.that  daf»  when  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  fufpcn(ion  of  the 
« JHUitti  Qor^  A&  wa$  brought  forward*  and  upon  fuch  fri«» 
«vol(Mis  groonds,  thofe  who  opjpofed  it  were  to  be  accufed  of 
«  anbitiott^  views  and  love  of  office,  he  could  not  tell ;  fofy 
.  fasdy,  if /ever  there  was  a  time  when  ambition  oi,  that  forty 
.  ind  Mvjr  oC  place,  was  out  of  the  queftlon,  it  muft  be,  wlien 
. ,  tbe  muuftera  had  degraded  the  country,  and  brought  it  into  its 
.  |irefent.  difaftrous  fituation-*-<i  ficuation  in  which  no  man  of 
the  ieaft  fpirit  or  regard  to  his  chara£ler  would  wt(h  to  take 
off  any  pact  of  the  heavy  refponfibility  of  minifters,  and  place 
it  on  nis  own  (houlders.    He  was  almoft  aOiamed  however 
.    10  have  taken  ttp  (b  much  of  their  Lordihips  time,  in  replying 
to  f«ich  futile  and  ill-applied  obfervations,  when  a  queffion  of 
fo  much  real  magnitude  and  importance  viraa.  before  them. 
With  regard  to  the  fufpendon  of  the  Habeas  C^us  A&f  he 
>    wonldperfill  in  aflSoting,  that  no  forvier  inftance  could  be 
produced)  in  thehiftory  of  this  country,  fince  the  Revolution^ 
where  it  had  been  fufpeoded  without  an  abfolute  and  preffing 
neoefiity^  which  not  only  had  not  been  (hewn,  but  was  not 
•«  turn  pretended  to>  exift  at  this  time,  by  thofe   who  had 
%n9ttgnt  forward  the  meafure*    The  Noble  Secretary  of  Sute 

•  had  contented -Umfelf  with  having  rccourfo  to  the  old  ex- 
ploded dofbdnes  of  plots  and  conrpiracies«**CoDfpiracies  con- 

I'nred  up  laft  year,  fince  completely  refuted^  and  once  more 
wrought  forward  to  alarm  the  Public.  He  had  expe£bed,  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuflion,  he  ihould  have  heard  that  fome 
nei^r  plots  and  treafons,  or  fome  real  traitors  or  confpirators, 
faari  been  found  out)  but  that  was  not  iqfinuated  to<be  the 
-  cafe.    Much,  the  Earl  obfervedy  had  been  faid  of  the  efle£b  of 

•  the  verdicts  of  tbe.juries4.  he  wanted  no  iiich  proofs,  to  con-* 

vince 


/ 
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ttock  hith  that  frait^rous'  confpiracits  did  not  icxift  ip  ^ns 
covntryv  ht  was  fully  convinced  of  it  fcom  the  6ift>.aai4  in 
hk  miiKl  eoough  had  come  out  upon  the  late  tmlsrtp  mcUiiic 
thofe  whathcAi^  otberwife  hil  year  to  change '^'eir  opinioos. 
His-epinioii'oftfae  evidence  contained  in  the  Report  .of  laft 

•year,  whkh  fontaed!  the  evideace  on  the  triais«  was  the  iaiae 
as  that  'delivered  by  a  NoUe  and  Learned  Locd  (I^ord  Ttuix- 
law)  in  his  placd  at  thai  time,  atid  wbofe  ahfcqce  he  wgretsed 
now^  becEtufe  probably  he  would  have  repeated  &•    It  jraa  that 

'greRt -man's  opinion  that,  in  the  ^iroceedin^ts  of  ti»c  focvetiesaiid 

.the  fi^yeiil  documents  and  pipers  ftated  in  tiic  fi-eport^tfacxe 
was  nibcht>f  fedition,  *but  nothing  that  amooiited  ta  tneafoa. 
He  contended^  that,  cofl£dertng  all  the  opportonkies  ihatroBi* 
niftcrs  had  of  fu^rior  information,  thefreac  legal  affiilance 
the^  Dinft  hare  had,  and  the  impof&bility  that  they  aiwl  t^e 
very  aUe  and  powetf ul  bar,  who  invefti^ated  thefe  Asattcis 
for  thcfli,  could  wifli  to  betray  one  anot&randtheppiiatfy} 
it  w^8  not  probaUe  that  they  would  ha've  broKighc^-  to  tiiai  .as 
the  chief'  confpirators  perfonswho  theyknejw  wece.  not  £&» 
and'  that  jbeing  the  cafe^  it  £otlowed  tlm  tl)ofe  perlbois  beti^ 

.atqurtted,  and  no  other  conspirators  known,  'Ac  con/pbacf, 
if  k  did  exift,  muft  be  what  'it  had  been  v^lled-ra coa^^iiacjr 
without  confpirators.  With  regard  to  tie. Bill. lheal>efore 
the  Honfe,  it  held  iont  a  fallacy  to  the  PuUie^  the  preamWe. 
ftated  tbe  pofitivc  exiftence  of  a  traiteiDUs  coorpiracy«  fovaded 

•  upon  the  evidence  of  thofe  papers  and  dociime&t^  not  me 
of  which  had  been  proved  to  amoujit  to  iiifiicicirt  evidence  of 
gnik  to  eflabiifh  it  againft  thofe- who  had  figned  and  taken 
part  in  therm  On  the  ftrength  which,  fliould  be  laid  upon 
the  acquittals  he  had  nohefitation  in  ffating,  ithatJie  would 
certa&nlyprefer  the  verdi£l  of  a  jury  deciding iupoo oath,. after 
a  full  inveftigatioti  of  the  cafe  fubmitted  to  tfaem,,  to  their 
Lordfhips  Report,  drawn  up  from  papeci  laid .befpre  them  by 
ininifters;  and  fo  mud  every  man^  except  .their  Lord(hips» 
who  unaccountably  aflkmed  to  themfeltos  a.fupei;iqr  /degnee* 
of  political  integrity  to  the  other  Hoofei  when  qocftions  oen- 
ne£ied  with  politics  came  before  thenu  The  MoUc  Socmtory 
of  State  mnft  agree  with  iiitn  in  this,  wiieti  lie. had,  in  fop- 
port  of  his  argument,  tbe  aiuhority  of  aperfenjand'^eafgre 
which  he  muft  certainly  refpe6l.  The  perCan  .whofe  audiof|ty 
he  refted  on  was  no  other  than  the  Noble  Earl's  father,  and 
the  meafurc  the  A£l. commonly  called  "Mr.  Gjccnvillc's  Afl"»to 
determine  Contefted  £le£lions,  the  ground  of  which  W3»,  that 
experieilce  had  proved  it  to  be  inipc2([ihle  to  obtain  a  &it  de- 
diion  on  fuch  political  qucilions, CKoept  by  puitb^lhe  Mem- 
bers of  the  Cohincttee  ttpon  oaitlL    He  deprecated. die jdoc- 

trine 


trltio  that  a  Mr  Acquitlali^  «ot  completpdy  do  vwofmtkf 
Akpet  of  i^fpsdoM  $  ind  quoted  the  aothomy.o£  JUmk  Chie£ 
Juilice  Eyre  in  histharge  rotbe  gi?aiidjttcyy  and  read  ;tl»<ira£^* 
£ig«  dn  wbUii  to'teked  far  cfce 'validity  «/  hia  argqnifipa.  i  A 
Ndbte  E^l  hadr9«0MA  the  Burj  <aftBi  to 'fliew  tfatt  ai»  aiik)«uttair: 
dM  rm -iMitMnttttacoteiildiepuimtiM  U«» 

w«M(}ubce'anocliettK^  happened,  h^  beiirwed^io  tke  £»■&» 
cMmy^€o]M»«ei«liat*ihc  ooimoniof'the  Bench >n0  upon  ai 
venli^krf  ac«]aHfta1v  *  'Ciienaibds^retd  >yatfoii  vnjfksfiqffrf^t 
tlia'aAidn  ^^W^rMghv^fdr  perjafltyty  6is|  i&at  pliit  df  tha  aatfe 

viit<fiift<  #aa  iie>iiii{|'>fer  t&e  defmylant ;  Watfon,  flint  <lat^(ttd»i 
aAetMrante  puMlAi€d  anidvenEfemodt  idie£kiii|^  en'tfaeotbeiy 
;IMftfAted,thf^  Ihoa^h « he>  had  been  legally  adqi^ded,  rthetc^ 
WKaiMl  gdeat^fdefOfiiptkiinr  of  ias^tati  .  Upon  jsuira^km  iati 
dMtuiges  brdo^^fat'ihio  advertit«(nmtyi|ddge  Afiifnirft  com 
M^ed'lb  a»  an^giwaqon,  aa'dilaced'icti'bf  htgfaiy^iinihid4 
9tid'ypto{mtSMgyfoiiBk  a  bbfe  and'  uojarfkifiafale  fyftoh^af  .pdiw 
ifot«ring mMic&i*  fi«  didmrt  fay  bhqt  ihofeMr^apieidiidfld  tit 
efitrrt^inifa^obns  '^avnft-  ehe.-acqoittvdrfCYfoiiBil  urm  ka« 

Sle'pf  petdvelih^in  aoalice^^hrmare^^Aatdd  ifciaLdbrxiod 
jrt'k'^plnloHoftUiatcaft;  W  hidiqibiadivtcrihaw  what 
lttd|es!theidf(shm4hD«{gbt(bf -anym^  iaabcmct^ 

is  u  perferrwbcrtod  !liaii>*«afauktbd  jiy  tiieiferdi&  of  z^jmp 
fefetkitig,%iiodmendedii'}iad. bmf  piwediagamU*  thtytkqrt^ 
Cifi^il,'imttHM:tnttt)d^bek|(aHy^  thsAt 

8(nd  the  other  ftlaisk^^^'l^imnitinti  itts*  a  defire  to  iaing 
tdbdiii  a  rciifmriivParUailienh .-  "S€>ictk&:  which  legal  and  coir-^ 
<KlQck>aal'paffMilrt]ie««i^f'Nd^  whom  be  then  fa>r, 

luMd  aommitted  ^thiiafdl^it  by  attending  poUic  niect»>g$j  fab^. 
Ibfibing  theif  pTOcdedings,  &&  &c.  Harving  pat  .this  >patnt» 
^dly,^the  £ari(mit-^dbcQvon  to  inform  tliidr  JUonKhips  .that  he 
hidbeenaHndtdtoitTifcodier  plac^^  where  he  could  not  an^ww 
Vbr-hldifetfy  andtfal!{ciqxt,  hefud^hcjiaottldtake  that.opfK>tw 
"tUkiity  of  pubSciyifeMogilie  matter  to  lights,  h  had^ieeii  iAd^ 
ithacwlftthadiail  Aaoed  ina  publication  lately  *i> ^aa  vka  accdrate 
cn'tlM^fabjei^  q£r  ^crfbais  now  in  AdasinfOraiioa/  taking,  aft 
'^affin^paifk  ii^Hufc  wfocecdingt  for  reform. .  Wherever  hb 
iiad^ans^fif^pJMt'uniaf  (tf  sbiwvti%^  he  would  fay  what  he  did 
ncbeM^tbarhebasrieady  to  g^r  pctfea  and  Iqgal  proof  thM 
^'^at  Ic'liaA-'Ratad'  wjii:  upoh  gi-6unda  apparently  acaumte. 
:lMfi  Idttdefdde'  eaplaiiied' that  parage,  rk  his  patnphfet  in 
which  he  had  nMced  the  exprdfion;  ^PcrifliConMaDBrce, 
r4i^theOmftitntiobv''and  aocountod  for  having  baenJed.ia  bis 
-••••'  •!•-.*  :.-.'.  ■  bajt-         .    ' 

-  '  '•  *'  Utirct  la  t|ic  Peers  of  ^c^m^  Uy  the  ^af^bf  L|t«Mci|Wfi-  , 

-  .  '  ;  firft 
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law.  Upon  the  fullelt  examination  which  the  Council  fo  com- 
pofed  could  give  the  fubje£l,  it  appeared  to  them  that  there  did 
exift  a  coofpiracy  of  a  dangerous  nature  in  this  country. 

The  bttCnefs  was  after  that  invcfligatcd  by  Committees  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  j  and  they  having  perufed  all  the 
written  documents  upon  this  fubje£l,  concurred  in  the  fame 
opinion. — The  queftion  was  then  referred  to  the  confideration 
of  a  grand  jury }  and  his  Lordfliip  begged  the  Houfe  to  rc- 
collc£k  that  the  evidence  of  the  exigence  of  the  confpiracy, 
f«.  the  written  documents,  which  was  fubmitted  to  the  grand 
jury,  was  very  nearly  the  fame  with  that  afterwards  laid  before 
the  petit  jury. — ^Tne  bills  were  found  by  the  grand  jury, 
which  was  a  decifive  proof  that  they  believed  in  the  exigence 
of  the  confpiracyi  for  they  could  not  otherwifc  have  found  the 
bills. 

Here  then  was  a  concurrence  of  opinion  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil) the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  a  grand  Jury,  alt 
agreeing  as  to  the  faft  of  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  a  very  ftrong  authority  upon  tnc 
iubjccl :  But  haw  did  it  appear  that  the  petit  Jury  differed  from 
them  in  their  opinion  of  the  cotifpiracy  ?  how  did  it  appear 
that  their  verdi£l  was.  founded  upon  tl^eir  difbelieving  its  ex- 
iftence? No  one  fa£l  appeared  to  juftify  fuch  an  idea^  on  the 
contrary,  the  more  rational  and  probable  opinion  was,  that  the 
juries  were  fatisfied  of  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy^  though 
the  guilt  of  the  parties  accufed  had  not  been  made  but  clearly 
to  their  fatisfa£lion. 

Another  propofition  ftated,  and  from  which  he  muft  alfo  dif- 
fcnt,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  was,  that  the  acquittal  of  the  jury  purged 
the  charafter  of  the  perfon  tried  of  the  imputation  of  moral 
guilt.  He  felt  as  much  veneration  as  any  man  for  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  trial  by  jury  j  but  he  conceived  it  no  dlfrefpeft 
cither  to  the  inftitutiou  itfelf,  ortd  any  particular  jury,  to  fay, 
that  a  verdi£l  of  N^t  Guilty  was  not  neceflarily  a  proof  of  the 
entire  innocence  of  the  perfon  acquitted.  The  experience 
of  every  day^  proved  the  contrary  j  no  Noble  Lord  would  un- 
dertake to  fay,  that  every  perfon  acquitted  during  the  year  at  the 
Old  Bailey  was  thereby  wholly  purged  from  all  imputation  of 
moral  guilt,  or  that  the  jury  who  acqui/tted  him  founded  their 
verdia  upon  their  being  fatisfied  of  the  perfcft  innocence  of 
the  party  accufed :  On  the  contrary,  it  was  notorious  that  many 
"who  were  trifed  and  acquitted,  were  conceived  to  be  gmlty  by 
the  jury  and  the  court,  though,  in  point  of  ftrift  legal  form, 
they  could  not  be  convifted. 

But  it  had  been  faid,  Can  there  be  a  confpiracy  without  a 
confpirator?— No!  undoubtedly  not :  But  thd:c  might  exift 
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a  coiifpiracy,  though  legal  proof  of  guilt  againft  an  indiTidual^ 
could  pot  be  hrpught. — His  Lordfhip  adverted  to  the  avowed; 
objeds  of  the  different  focieties,  and  contended  they^krere 
of  a  nature  that  every  man  muft  agree  ought  to  excite  and  tall 
forth  all  the  vigilance  of  the  Executive  Government.  The 
pretext  that  their  plans  were  confined  to  the  objift  of  a  re- 
lorra  in  Parliament,  was  one  of  the  moft  abfurd  aflertions  he 
had  cvQx  heard — What  had  their  addrcfles  to  the  Jacobin  Club 
or  totlie  Convention  of  France  to  do  with  reform  in  Parlia-; 
itient?  Nay,  as  if  they  had  been  determined  to  exprefs  In  the' 
moft  clear  manner  their  ideas  of  government,  they  never  once. 
4ddreflcd  the  National  Convention  while  there  was  a  Kin^ 
upon  the  tlironc,  though  a  nominal  one;  then  they  addrefTel 
the  Jacobm  Club ;  but  the  moment  the  King  was  depofed,  the* 
focieties  in  England  thought  the  Convention  a  fit  body  for' 
them  to  corsefpond  with.  Thefe  were  fatdts  which  in  his' 
mind  admitted  but  of  one  interpretation.  *     ' 

Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  minifters  had  done  their  duty 
in  taking  the  fteps  tlicy  had  purfued,^  and  he  (hould  give  them 
his  entire  fupport  to  this  meafurc. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  faid,  that  having  been  alluded  to  by  a 
Noble  Earl  (Lord  Lauderdale),  as  a  fupporter  of  Parliamentary' 
reform,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  ftate,  he  had  always  rcfifted 
and  reprobated  that  dodrine,  whenever  it  had  been  brought* 
forward,  and  for  the  truth  of  this,  he  appealed  to, all  who: 
knew  him.  He  felt  it  the  more  incumbent  upon  him  to  ftafc' 
his  fentiracnts  on  this  fubjeft,  becaufe  he  undetftood  that' 
in  a  work  publifhed  by  the  fame  Noble  Lord,  he  had  Been  meb-* 
tioned  among  the  number  of  thofe,  who  in  the  year  17S0  fup-' 
ported  the  caufe  of  reform — the  book  Itfelf  he  never  ha* 
rcad^  and,  he  believed,  he  never  fliould  read  it.  He  admitted? 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  had  been  a  fupporter  of  an  cecono- 
mical  reform,  a  reform  of  the  abufes  of  Government.  Hi§ 
Grace  inftanced  one  of  the  Afls  of  Parliament  that  had  paflej 
ifpr  excluding  contraftors  and  excifemen  from  fitting  in  th^ 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  proof  of  the  fort  6f  reform  to  which 
he  pointed,  and  that,  he  faid,  afforded  a  cleat  proof  oF 
the  diftind  manner  in  whieh  he  had  direfted  hte  puolic  con- 
du£^,and  could  not  be  confounded,  by  any  rational  man,  Vith 
^he  modern  idea  of  a  fw'eeping  Parliamentary  reform. 
Earl  ipencer  faid,  it  was'not  his  intention  to  have  taken  any 
art  in  the  debate»  but  that  the  pointed  manner,  in  which  a 
^obje  Earl  (Lord  Lauderdale]  had  alluded  to  certain  Noble 
Lords  then  prefent,  who  had  ftood  forward  at  public  meetings 
in  the  year  1780,  at  which  Parliamentary  reform  had  been 
one  of  the  objeds  in  agitation,  made  it  neceflary  for  him, 
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M  it  hid  done  tjt  the  Noble  Duke,  to  ftafid  fonvard,  and  r^futt 
the  lofiniuitiona  that  he  had  ever  been  an  avbwed  advocate  for 
Bariiamootary  refomu  In  the  firft  place,  he  thoi^ifat  it  a  piece 
of  juftice  due  from  him  to  the  Noble  Dake>  to  declave  that 
to  Jbis  knowledge  the  Noble  Duke  ncrer  had  been  fticiidlj  to 
^Q  idea  of  a  Parliamentary  reform.  With  regard  to  himCelft 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  confei&ng,  that  when  a  young  ttian»  and 
not 'much  verfed  in  political  life,  he  had  been  induced  to  be 
prefeht  at  (bme  popular  meetings ;  but  he  found  among  the 
members  of  fuch  meetings  fuch  a  variety  of  difierenc  and 
iadeed  abfurd  plans  of  refortu  Contended  for  by  difierenc  porfonS) 
i^e  extravagant  in  the  hkheft  deme,  and  others  going  to 
iDuch  greater  lengths  than  he  thought  it  either  wife  or  fmident 
to  gOi  that  he  had  foon  withdrawn  himfelf  from  all  foch 
jopeetings*  &ut  admitting  for  the  fake  of  areument,  what  was 
by  no  means  the  fa£b,  that  all  the  Noble  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
wJvaa&nibled  on  various  occaGons  in  1780  to  agitate,  among 
jother  queftions,  that  of  Parliamentary  reform,  he  muft  con- 
tend, that  the  quefUon  of  a  reform  of  Parliament  fai  I'j^ 
and  'the  queftion  of  a  reform  in  1792,  1793,  i794».and  i^gft 
were  di(itn£l  queftions,  queftions  diil^tent  in  objed,  and  ex* 
oc&dingly  different  indeed  in  the  propofed  means  of  attaining 
their  obje£l.  The  oh]cSt  of  the  Parliamenury  reformlfts  in 
^e  ,vear  1 780  was  the  reform  of  certain  abufes  then  ezifbug 
in  we  Houfe  of  C>mmons,  and  which  were  pointed  out  at 
the  time.  Some  of  them  had  dnee  been  brought  abt>ttt«  But 
could  their  objeds  be  compared  with  the  objefis  of  tbofe 
w!ho  aSe&ed  to  ftand  for  Parliamentarv  reform  in  thefe  tioies? 
Pid  they  wilh  to  overturn  the  conftitution,  new-model  the 
jpvcrnmen^  and  make  laws  for  themfeltes  (eparate  anddif- 
tix£L  from  the  laws  ena&ed  by  the  thtee  branches  of  the  Le» 

E"*  'eP  No  man  would  dare  impute  to  them  907  fo^ 
ous  and.unconftitutional  defigns.  It  was  therefesc^  his 
ip  faid,  extremely  unfair,  and  in  the  higheft  degree  Qn<« 
]iift,.tD  impute  to.thofe  who  attended  the  popular  meetiMs  in 
i^^t>$  and  might  wi(h  for  therefbtm  of  t  few  exifting  abufea 
it  ihat  timcj  the  wild,  extravagant,  knd  vifionary  theories 
anrowed  by  <nodem  reformers*  With  regard  to  wlnt  a  N<Me 
£arl  (Lord  Guildford)  had  faid  with  fo  much  Watmth  of  tlie 
hoOQuraUcmotives  of  the  Noble  LOfds  nthb  at  prefbnt  oppofU 
jlhe  meafUres  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  he  was  far  frdm  fan*- 
Butiog  to  thofe  Noble  Lords  any  improper  motives  triiatein% 
he  believed  •their  minds  to  bt  pui^  and  honoaraJde,  but  Kb 
^ped  they  would  give  him  wA  thofe  iicUe  Lord$,^'who  had 
pcesitly  thought,  proper  to  take  a  ftare  in  the  refponfibifity  of 
.^ninifters,  equal  credit  fox  tbw  tAotif<9,    lift  ftokOif  wdl 
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knar,  disft  b  would  be  more  for  his  perfonal  tTikfUht  had 
r6inMfTcd6ut^o!flice,«iKl  it  ^vouU  alk>  have  been  vuneoigrBd^ 
able  to  mtmy  perlbria  for  ^om  he  entertained  a. verf-iBioert 
vegard  aadefteem;  but  conceiving  the  fcafon  vo  be  arrifed 
v9htii  evet^^  mpulfe  of  private  feeling  ought  to  be  faenficcd 
to  a  fenfe  tf  pablic  doty,  he  had  itepped  forwaril  to  igtfc  everf 
pofiible  fupport  to  the  fahration  of  thecoundyadd  the  pce» 
ffrvdtion  <Vf  its  conftitution. 

The EarUf  Lauderdale  faid,  tkstt  not  having  been  io|>iiUicHfc 
at  the  peri^  alluded  to  by  the  Noble  Dcdoe,  he  had  reoovrfe  to 
die  beft  and  moft  authendc  records,  from  which  the  NqUb 
Duke  m«ift  be  confidercd  as  a  fupporter  of  Parliamentary  te>^ 
formi  if  he  was  to  be  judged  upon  the  fame  rttles  of  evidenoB 
9IS  Home  Tooke,  or  any  other  mani  in  confeqoenoe  of  haviiig 
flot  dnly  attended)  but  taken  part  in  the  proceedings  of  &cietiea 
dtftindly  avowing  that  objed*  As  to  the  N(Me  Duke  not 
Iravinff  read  hie  b^k,  having  once  efteemed  Urn  as  s^liiscaL 
chxradefi  and  ftilt  contimiitie  to  eftcem  him  as  a  private  aibih 
he  was  glad  that  the  NoMe  Duke  had  not  read  the  cfiticffint 
^ich  a  fenfe  <A  public  doty^had  compelled  him  i»  »iake  upon 
his  tecent  cohdud.  in  corroboration  of  what  he  had  ftatod 
in  his  former  fpeech ^  and  in  his  printed  lettersj  his  Lordlhip  faid^ 
when  he  took  upon  himfelf  either  to  afiert  a  fa^l:  in  print,  or  to 
alhide  toit  in  that  Houfe,  he  always  did  fo  from  the  beft  pofiii 
ble  authority  that  he  could  meet  with.  As  a  proof  that  h^  hail 
liQft  done  fo  idly,  and  altogether  withovt  roafon  in  his  -iMtiiioil 
to  NoUe  Lords  who  had  in  1780  appeared  to  be  advocates  foi 
Parliamentary  reform,  he  begged  kave  to  read  from  a  poUU 
eation  of  that  day,  the  account  of  ^e  proceedinga  of-  leverd 
meetings  held  to  agitate  that  among  other  queftions,  and  Uke^ 
wife  the  names  df  the  perfons  prefent  at  thofe  meetioffs.  Hia 
Lordfhip  read  various  of  theft  papers  from  the  Remcmbnmeei^ 
or  ibme  other  publication  of  the  kind|  in  whidi  they  had  ap«> 
peared  at  the  time,  and  had  nev^  been  contvadiQed.  Amoni 
the  names  prefent  af  fuch  meetings  were  thofe  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Earl  Spencer,  and  other  Noblemen  lihen  in 
oppofition  to  the  Adminiftvation  of  the  day  (Lofd  Noi>(h»i 
With  Tefpoa  to  the  Noble  Earl  who  Ibofce  laft,  Lord  Lauder^ 
flaSe  fatd.  He  did  not  impute  any  flnifter  intentions  to  any 
Noble  Lord,  much  lefs  to  the  Ncible  Earl  tvho  had  lately  fpokok 
If  he  had  a  particular  confolation  in  the  I06  of  his  fiipport,  it 
was  in  thenlea  tha(  he  was  well  qnalifiedto  inform  hia  neir 
friends  how  Httle  he  (Lord  Lauderdale)  was  tfQuated  by  pfo<. 
l^efls  of  place  or  power,  and'  how  much-more  eager  he  wafc 
In  the  fuppoit  of  his  principles  and  his  party,  in  proportion  as 
ti<^  WW  niofc  icn^o^^f 

The 
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^  The  Earl  of  GriMford  faid;  that  be  had  not  imputed  pcrverfe 
motiTcs  to  any  Noble  Lord :  He  bad  only  Teptlled,  with  a 
degree  of'  warmth  which  he  mud  ever  fed>  the  repiebonfioos 
that  appeared  to  him  to  hare  been  meant  as  an  attack  on  ail 
tfaofe  Noble  Lords,  who,  like  htrafelf,  cominaed  to  c^pofe 
the  prefent  difafterous  war,  and  the  meafures  of  mtnifters, 
which  had  brought  the  country  into  fo  dangerous  and  unfor* 
tunate  a  fituation.  It  had  been  far  from  his  idea  to  impute 
improper  mdtires  to  the  Noble  Earl  who  had  juft  (at  down. 

Lord  Fifcount  Sydney  hxdy  he  could  bear  bisteftimony  to  the 
allertbns  of  the  Nobk  Duke,  that  he  had  never  been  an  ad* 
vocate  for  Parliamentary  reform.  He  himfelf,  as  he  once 
before  informed  tixeir  Lordfhips,  had  attended  one  or  two  of 
die  public  meetings  that  took  place  in  the  year  17809  when 
the  reform  of  abufes  in  Parlismeat  was  tbeftti^e&  oC  ooih 
fideration ;  -and  among  others,  the  reform  of  Parliain^it  itfelf, 
by  an  alteration  of  the  number  and  eleftiQU  of  reprefehtatkes. 
All  through  his  political  life  he  had  been  an  enemy  to  any 
chanseof  that  kind,  and  he  had  on  a  former  night  ftated* 
that  he  found  a  violeiit  contradi^on  of  opinion  prevailed  on 
that  heady  among  thofe  prefent  at  the  popular  meetings  to 
which  he  alluded  *,  fome  of  their  jprojeAs  were  fo  eitravagant, 
fome  fo  abfurd,  and  almoft  all  of  them  in  the  higheft  degree 
impracticable ;  that  he  had  retired  in  difguft :  But  no  one  of 
all  of  them  went  the  length  tliat  the  reformifts  of  the  prefent 
day  had  ventured  to  do ;  and  he  fmcerely  b^lievedj  that  no 
advocate  for  the  reform  of  Parliament  agitated  in  the  year 
1780,  would  have  confented  to  a  do£l:rin6  of  reform  that  had 
for  its  immediate  obje£l:^  a  fubverfion  of  the  confticution  and 
goverhnxent  of  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  verdicis  of  the  juries  who  were  lately 
fworo;  to  try  the  indictments  fpr  high  treafon  at  the  Old 
Bailey^  he  ^K^as  aftomfaed  tliat  any  one  reafonable  man  could 
for  a  moment  mainiiiin,  that  a  .  vcrdi£l  of  *^  Not  Guilty** 
purged  the  prifoner  from  all  fufpicion  either  of  moral  guilt, 
or  even,  in  many  cafts,  of  jtlie  ipeciSc  crime  for  whidi  he 
had  been  tried.  It  certainly  faved  him  from  puniOiment  for 
that  o%nce,i  and  made  him  as  free  a  man  refpefiing  it,  as  if 
he  had  never  been  indi<3:ed  *,  but  he  believed  there  waa  oof  a 
iingle  feiTuio  paffed,  that  feveral  prifoners  were  not  acquitted^ 
either  from  flaws  in  thcf  indiCtmeat,  from  want  of  fufficient 
'prck)f,  4'rom  the  doubtful  or  improper  evidence  fet  up  againil 
^^hem,  or  for  fome  one  or  other  of  thofe  obvious  reafoos  that 
/  fo  frequently  occur  in  the  courfe  of  the  trials  at  tb^  Old 
Bailey,  to  protrg£l.  the  fate  of  atrocious  criminals^  and  fuffer 
them  to  exift  for  a  felfion  ox  t\vo  fenger,    ^n.inftancc  il- 
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luftrative  of  this  had  occurred  within  his  own  knowledge,  in 
the  county  in  which  fie  refided.  A  highwayman  was  appre- 
hended on  a  charge  of  robbing  a  perfon  of  his  money  and  his 
watch  on  the  road,  and  the  watch  was  produced  by  a  wicnefs 
on  the'trial  at  Miidftone,  and  fworn  to  by  the  profecutor.  An 
ingenious  counfcl,  who  was  employed  to  defend  the  prifoner^ 
perceiving  there  was  no  oth*:r  witnefs  againll  him  as  to  the  ' 
fact  bat  one,  who  happened  to  be  what  is  termed  a  runner  at 
one  of  the  offices  of  the  public  magift rates,  aflced  the  witnefS) 
what  he  was  to  receive  for  his  teilimony  ?  The  witneCs  w^s 
cmbarrafied^  but  faid,  with  hefitation^  that  ^*  he  did  not  know 
that  he  was  to  receive  any  thing."  The  counfel  then  afkedy 
whether  there  was  not  a  reward  by  Ail  of  Parliament  for  ap- 
prehending a  highwayman  ?  The  witnefs  faid,  "  Yes,  he 
Knew  that."  "  Then  pray,  Sir,"  faid  the  counfel,  "  what  is 
the  amount  of  the  reward  i" — "  Forty  pounds,"  immediately  ^ 
replied  the  witnefs.  The  counfel  then  addrefled  himfelf, 
.with  great  art,  to  the  jury,  and  appealing  to  their  paifion% 
alked  if  they  could  confcientioufly  agree  to  take  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow^creature  on  the  teilimony  of  fuch  a  witnefs  i 
a  runner  to  a  public  oiEce,  who,  when  fird  afked  what  he 
^was  to  have  for  his  evidence,  faid,  "  h?  could  not  tell,  he 
did  not  know  that  he  was  to  have  any  thing  :"  Then,  when 
afked  if  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  a  Parliamentary  re- 
ward for  apprehending  a  highwayman,  confefled  that  he  did  ; 
and  upon  a  third  queftion,  was  able  to  ftate  the  precife  fum. 
The  appeal  had  its  cBe& — the  prifoner  was  acquitted  \  thoug]^ 
neither  the  court,  the  jury,  nor  any  man  prefent,  hs^d  a  dol^^ 
but  that  the  prifoner  committed  the  robbery,  and  that  th^ 
witnefs  had  been  corredb  in  every  fa£l:  that  he  had  ftatcd. 
And  yet,  the  cs|fe  fully  conCdered,  every  man  muft  agree  that 
the  jury  were  not  to  blame,  as  the  conviding  a  prifoner  on 
•fuch  evidence  of  a  capital  offence,  would  have  eftablifhed  'a 
•moft  dangerous  precedent. 

After  animadverting  on  this  anecdote, .  and  (hewing  how 
immediately  it  applied  to  the  matter  in  queftion,  his  Lord- 
Ihip  faid,  it  was  high  time  to  bring  back  the  Houfe  to  the 
tquftftion  they  had  fo  long  loft  fight  of,  namely,  the  ncceffity 
•of  ttrong  mcafures  to  rcprefs  the  new  doctrines  that  have 
•been  lately  preached,  and  avert  the  dangers  with  which  they 
threaten  the  conftitution. 

^  To'haveaproper  fcnfe  of  the  dan«^cr«;  of  thofe  dofbrincs, 
*his  Lordftiip  faid,  **  let  us  look  abroad,  my  Lords,  to  tliofc 
countries  where  they  havd^  been  introduced— ^let  us  look  to  the 
I)refent  fituation  of  Geneva,  which  I  faw  in  my  youth,  and 
then  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  happy,  the  rtaoft  free,  and 

the 
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the  moft  bfeied  countries  in  Europe***  His  (4>rd(hip  enfaq^ 
wiU&^at  feeling,  ftnd  at  fome  ksgtb»  u^a  the  late  fCfoln- 
lion  m  Geneiraf  for  the  particulars  of  which  he  referted  the 
Houie  to  a  moft  interefting  pamphlet  juil  publiflied  %  which 
he  recommended  to  the  (erious  reading,  not  oolf  of  all  dsdr 
JiOrdflups,  but  of  ercry  man  who  wiihed  to  know  from  hiftory 
itfclf^  tne  nature  of  the  new  d^drines,  their  confequeaoesi* 
and  the  means  by  which  they  are  brought  into  a£lioxi.  His 
JjoxdAkip  read  the  follqwing  paflage  from  the  preface  : 

•<  In  h  fliort  a  fpace  of  ttme  as  eighteen  months,  did  the  revo- 
lutionary peftilence  i  educe  the  once  happy  and  floarifttog  Gcnerst  i 
to  a  ftste  of  anarchy,  mileryt  and  dep^palation,  of  which  moden 
hlftory  affords  no  other  example.  And  let  not  the  people  of  thm 
country  forget,  that  the  firft  fymptom  of  the  coatagion  was  the 
udoption  and  ufe  of  the  term  CiiizcM  ;  from  the  familiar  rftahiifc* 
meat  of  that  term,  it  proceeded  to  the  right  of  wwoerfid  fi^r^gt^ 
•which  was  foon  followed  by  the  meeting  of  a  NatmuJ  CoawjKtUm^ 
us  the  Coufention  was  fnceeeded  by  the  erediion  of  a  Re^fhAmawj 
Yrihtna!f  which,  after  fufpending  the  aftual  goTcmment  of  the 
country,  and  plundering,  baniihing,  or  putting  to  death,  every 
man  of  property  or  principle  within  its  reach,  has  at  length  efta- 
lUiflied  a  fyftem  of  dcfpot^m,  whofe  wanton  tyranny  and  ui^iis- 
^oked  cniehles,  as  completely  refuCe  the  affertton,  that  the  bar> 
iMurities  perpetiated  in  FroMU  are  to  be  imputed  felely  to  theooai* 
lumitioQ  formed  againft  her,  as  the  (hare  taken  by  that  power  in 
tile  petty  retolution  of  Geturta^  expoCes  the  impudent  hypocrify  of 
the  pretence,  that  fte  neyer  interfered  in  the  domeftic  concerns  of 
other  nations.'^ 

It  was  to  fave  this  country  from  fimilar  fcenea  of  homiv 
diatmade  him  an  advocate  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  n» 
nifters  with  ftronp  powers,  and  as  he  had  do  doubt  that  the 
paffing  of  this  Bill  would  be  an  efie&ual  means  of  cnifhing 
that  confpiracyi  which  evidently  did  exift,  Iiord  Sydney  fxni^ 
he  (hottld  give  the  Bill  his  fupport. 

LordHaf  (Earl  of  Ktnnoul)  fpoke  ftrongly  in  fupport  c£ 
the  Bill  then  under  confideration.  He  fpoke  of  the  mcrifeo* 
rious  conduft  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  their  Lont 
fiiips  laft  feffion,^  who  had  fpared  no  pains  to  inveftigate  the 
matter  referred  to  them  fully  and  fairly,  and  udiofe  Report 
had  at  the  time  convinced  their  Lordfliips  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  alleged  confpiracy  |  and  nod&ing>  he  conceived,  that 

*  Dlreniois*!  Account  of  the  Rcvohitioa  at  Gcaefa. 
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<ottld  be  inferred  from  what  had  pafTed  upon  the  late'  trlalsi 

:  had  at  all  proved  the  non*cxiftcncc  of  the  confpiracyl  The 
Eftrl  faid,  that  from  the  commencement  of*  the  war,  lie  Aad 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fupport  his  Majefty's  minifters ,  that 
the  more  dangerous  apjjearances  were  from  the  unfortunate 

^  teverfes  and  difafters  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  the  more  ar- 
duous the  ftate  of  affairs,  the  more  neceflary  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  every  one  of  their  Lordfhips  (hould  aflift  in  ftrengih-^ 
^ningthe  arm  of  the  Executive  Government,  to  enable  miniflers 
to  meet  the  difficulty  of  the  crifis  with  neceflary  energy  and 

•  vigour.  On  that  ground,  and  thinking  as  he  did,  that  it  was 
neceflary  at  fuch  a  moment  to  guard  as  much  as  poflible 
againft  the  machinations  of  domcftic  incendiaries  and  pro- 
moters of  anarchy  and  fedition,  he  fhould  give  his  vote  in 
fupport  of  the  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  could  not  give  a  fiknt  vote 
on  fuch  an  occaiion  as  the  prefent.  In  bis  opinion,  minifters, 
inflcad  of  prefuming  confidently  to  demand  the  renewal  of 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  ought  to  come  for- 

Ward  with  penitence  and  contrition,  not  only  for  the  delufion 
they  had  praftifed  on  the  people  by  prevailing  upon  Parlia- 
Ihent  to  pafs  the  Bill  of  lafl  year  upon  grounds  which  had 
fiucc  been  proved  to  be  wholly  imaginary  and  falfe  ;  but  for 
their  numberlcfs  blunders  and  impolitic  meafurcs,  which  had 
brought  the  country  into  the  prefent  unfortunafe  and  calami- 
tous fituation.  His  Grace  reprobated  in  ftron^  and  marking 
language,  the  infinuating  that  a  verdift  of  a  Uritifli  jury  was 
hot  decifive  of  a  prifoner's  innocence  or  guilt.  It  was  a 
doftrine  that  ftruck  immediately  at  that  important  privilege 
of  Britifh  fubjefts,  trial  by  jury.  It  was  a  blow  aimed  at 
national  liberty,  and  could  only  be  attempted  to  anfwer  fome 
improper  end  or  other*  He  had  lafl  year  been  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  ftories  of  exiiling  confpiracics  were  mere  idle 
iales,  fabricated  with  intent  to  alarm  the  minds  of  the  people* 
and  enable  minifters  the  better  to  perpetrate  their  -arbitrary 
defjgns,  and  carry  their  ill-judged  and  mifchievous  meafures 
into  execution.  If  he  thought  fo  then,  how  much  more  did 
he  now  think,  that  all  fuch  ideas  of  plots  and  confpiracics 
.were  wholly  groundlefs,  after  what  had  pafTcd  on  the  late 
trials  !  He  thought  th^t  minifters  had  much  to  anfwer  for, 
on  the*  fcore  of  having  poifoned  the  Royal  ear,  and  infufed . 
doubts  into  his  Majefty's  mind,  of  the  loyalty  and  afleftion 
of  his  fubjecls,  at  a  period  when,  perhaps,  ftronger  proofs'  of 
loyalty  and  afFeftion  to  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  government 
had  never  been  manifefted.  He  could  fafely  lay  his  hand  on 
his  heart,  and  confidently  declare,  that  he  was  convinced  that 
Vol.  I.  3  Y  hi» 
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U^  countxyxnen  iieither  had  meditated,  nor  been  guilty  of 
aivy  n^cht^tions^  whatever,  like  thofe  imputed  to  them.  His 
Crace'fccutecf  the  imputation  of  being  a&dated  by  fa£lioiu  mo* 
tives»  9r  motives  o£  perfonal  ambition  or  intereft,  which  a  Noble 
Earl  had  endeavoureci  to  fix  on  the  Noble  Lords  who  joined 
with  him  in  oppofing  the  impolitic  meafures  of  his  Majedv's 
ininifters*  If  there  was  no  other  confideration  to  deftroy  tne 
tnJuenice  of  fuch  bafe  and  fcandalous  motives,  confiderations 
of  prudence  and  perfonal  fafety  would  fufficiently  teprefs 
thcur  operation ;  for  who  but  a  madman  would  rafhly  defire 
to  (hare,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  in  the  heavy  and  dangerous  refpon* 
fibility  which  miniders  had  incurred  by  meafures  which  had 
brought  the  country  to  the  verge  of  rui»  ?  His  Grace  con* 
duded  an  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  againft  the  Bill,  with  re- 
minding the  Houfcvthat  they  were  placed  as  a  barrier  between 
democracy  and  defpotlfm  ;  that  they  were  not  only  the  guard- 
lans  of  the  rights  of  the  Throne,  but  of  the  privileges  of  the 
People ;  and  that  they  ought  equally  to  beware  how  they  per- 
mitted themfeives  either  to  trample  upon  the  one,  or  to  trifle 
with  the  other. 

The  Marqtfis  of  LafifJown  prof e  (led  his  intentipn  not  to 
have  faid  one  word  on  the  fubje£l  before  their  Lordfhips,  but  to 
have  givc!n  a  filent  vote,  and  referved  any  little  force  of  argu- 
tnent  he  mig^^  poflefs,  for  the  great  and  infinitely  more  im^ 
portant  quettion,  whether  we  were  to  be  obliged  by  mioiilers 
to  continue  the  war  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  country,  or  to 
avert  the  danger  on  the  precipice  of  which  we  ftood,  by  timely 
and  immediate  meafures  for  accelerating  the  approach  of 
peace  ?  The  turn  the  debate  had  taken,. however,  rendered  it 
abfolutely  iihpoinble  for  him  not  to  trouble  their  Lordfiiips ' 
with  a  few  obifatvations ;  but  he  would  comprefs  what  he  had 
to  fay  as  much  as  ppffible.  I^orry  indeed  was  he  to  fee,  that 
in  a  moment  fo  perilous  as  the  prefent,  inftead  of  meafures 
being  brought  forward,  calculated  to  conciliate  the -minds  of 
the  peoplcji  to  wi^  their  confidence,  and  unite  them  in  the 
fupport  of  Government)  meafures  of  an  oppofite  nature,  mea- 
fures tending  tojrritate  the  public  mind,  and  provoke  their 
refiitance  by  forcing  them  to  feel  unneceflary  oppreflion,  were 
to  be  perfifted  in.  The  Noble  Duke  had  naturally  exprefled 
his  furprife,  that  minifters  did  not  coQie  forward  with  peni- 
tence and  contrition  for  their  pad  errors.  He  was  not  quite 
fo  young  a  man  as  the  Noble  Duke,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
expe£t  i&om  miniftsra  what  was  rarely  to  be  met.  with  from 
any  part  of  mankind-r-a  frank  confeffip^  pf  their  indifcretianc, 
their  blunders,  and  their  folly.  Fip  couHl  bcfides  ii;iforn\  t^ie 
Noble  Dukcj  th^(  pefiitence  and  powerwe^e  (i^dQ9i,p(Hnpa- 

iiions, 
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*^?  niOnSi  they  were  not  accuftomcd  to  travel  in  the '(Hrtir^car*' 
rtagr.  Let  miniften  ^o  i^hat  wifdom  and'  policy  id|£(ate{: 
be^rp  it  was  too  late,  and  he  would  fpare  them  the  inortifi^ 
cation  of  ccmfelGon  ;  be  defired  not  to  witnefs  their  Ci2intri< 
tbn,  but  was  content  to  leave  them  to  the  feelings  of  their 
own  confctences. 

'  With  regard  to  the  immediate  fubjcft  before  the  Houfe,* 
the  Habeas  Corpus  was  one  of  the  beft  props  of  the  liberties: 
of  England,  one  of  the  mod  folid  fupports  on  which  ihey 
reded;  every  attempt  therefore  to'fulpend  fo  important  an 
A(kf  for  ever  fo  (hort  a  timC}  muft  neceiTarily  excite  the  jea* 
loufy  of  every  Enfflifliman,  from  a  confcioufii^fs  that  tlii^ 
Habeas  Corpus  was  the  land-mark  of  freedom,  the  grand  dif* 
tinguifhing  feature  between  arbitrary  arrefl  and  legal  con^ 
iinement.  It  had  been  faid,  thai!  an  acquittal  only  prevented 
a  man  from  being  tried  again.  This  dofirine  was  fubverfive 
of  every  idea  he  had  formed  of  the  law  of  £ngIand-»Th«; 
civil  law,  the  Roman  law,  and  the  old  French  law,  all  had 
di(ltn£tions  in  their  mode  qf  acquitting  ;  .but  the  Ei^gliih  laW| 
difdaining  fuch  idle  diftinflipns,  faid,  that  ^  man  would  b^ 
pronounced  either  guilty  or  innocent.  In  the  Roman  ufagef 
Qf  law  with  regard  to  prifoners,  the  different  modes  were, 
condemnation,  abfolution,  or  non  liquet.  In  France,  an^  othe^ 
d^fpottc  places  on  the  Continent,  it  was  condemnation,  wait* 
ing  for  farther  ^nformatjon  of  evidei^ce^^and  he]ice  perpetual 
ilRpri(onment,  or  perchance  acquittal.  But  here  our  glory 
was,  that  a  man  might  demand  his  own  trial,  the  caufe  find 
procefs  of  his  accufation  ;  and  hence  he  was  acqnitt^  PT  conr 
demned  at  once.  He  bad  Tiead  very  eaHy  in  life  the  excellept 
book  of  Chancellor  Fortefcue,  dedicated  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  which  it  is  ftatecJi  that  liberty  is  a  property  of 
which  we  ought  to  be  extremely  jealpus  i  in  lofing  a'patticle, 
by  little  and  little  the  whole  may  be  at  lail  deftroyed. 

When  the  Bill  of  fufpenfion  pafled  laft  year,  he  thought  it 
had  been  propofed  to  Parliament  by  minifters,  as  a  vindicatiofi 
of  their  own  condu£);  in  creating  alarms  and  appreheniions, 
which  they  muft  know  to  be  wholly  groundkfs  as  to  any  real 
C^ufe,  and  that  when  it  had  fnfficiently  anfwered  their  pur- 
pofe,  it  would  be  fufiered  tp  die  a  natural  deaflw  He  lamented, 
from  what  had  pafled  that  day,  that  he  was  forced  to  under- 
.  ftand  miniilers  had  more  fcene^  of  the  fame  nature  to  prefeqt 
to  the  Public,  more  deluiions  to  play  off,  notwithftanding 
that  the  fallacy  of  their  former  attempt  had  been  fo  com- 
pletely detedled,  and  the  whole  of  the  fi^ion  fo  fully  eatpofe ' 
Much  had  been  faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  of  the 
lemnity  of  the  inreftigation  that  had  been  inftituud  in 
*        3  Y  2  fequ 
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fcqucnce  of  the  mcfl'.i^c  which  ihiniftcrs  had  put  into  Ylx     ! 
jelly's  mouth,  on  the  fubjeft  of  plots  and  conrpiracies 
great  (Ircfs  had  been  bid  on  the  zeal,   the  dillJ^cace^    ar  i 
attention  of  the  Committees  of  both  Houfcs  of    Parliai  i 
to  whom  the  papers  brought  down  by  miniftcrs    hsicl    l>ee\i 
f erred,  and  upon  the  Reports  that  had  been  prcfcored  to  i 
Houfe  in  confcquence.     No  man,  his  Lordfliip  raici*    couli 
farther  than  he  was  from  meaning  to  (hew  the    fmalJcfl  <^l 
fpc£l  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  that  Houfe  to  inveil:^ 
the  fubject  in  qaeftion.   He  gave  them  credit  for  having  ^c 
with  the  utmoft  circumfpcftion  and  the  utmoft    aflfidufry, 
{hort,  for  having  done  their  duty  completely  ;  but  if  he  \*  <; 
obliged  to  decide  between  the  weight  of  a  verdi<5t    of  a  juv 
and  the  weight  of  the  Report  of  any  Parliamentary  Commii 
tee,  he  would  not  hefitatc   a  fingle  moment    to   pronourc^ 
that  the  vcrditi  of  a  jury  of  plain,  honcft,  and  ImpartiaJ  zn^r 
acting  upon  their  oath^,  ought  to  outweigh  fifty  Rcporr5  c^ 
Committees  of  either  Houfe,  fifty  refolutions,  or   Bftj  Par^ 
liamentary  proceedipgs  of  any  nature  whatfocvcr.      Their 
Lordfhips,  the  Marquis  faid,  could  not  but  rccolleft  the  ftronfr^ 
but  certainly  not  the  mod  courteous  opinion  of  a  Noble  Peer, 
now  no  more,  delivered  in  an  inferior  court  of  judicature  to 
that  of  their  Lordfliips.    The  Noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  **  he 
would  pay  no  more  regard  to  the  rcfolution  of  a  Houfe  of 
Parliament  in  a  court  of  juftice,  than  to  a  rcfolution  of  a 
club  or  company  of  drunken  porters."     The  cxpreflion  was 
undoubtedly  coarfc  and  indelicate,  but  would  any  one  of  their 
Lordihips  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  well  founded  ? 
•If  then  the  refolutions  of  Parliament  were  liable  to  be  treated 
with  fo  little  refpctl  in  other  places,  why  was  an  attempt 
niude  to  fct  them  up  in  pppoiition  to  the  verdift  of  a  jury,  on 
which  the  property,  the  perfonal  fafcty,  and  even  the  cxift- 
ciice,  of  every  man  in  the  kingdom  depended? 

For  his  part  he  never  had  believed,  much  lefs  did  he  now 
believe,  that  any  fuch  confpiracy  againft  the  King  and  his  go^ 
vernmeijt  exilicd.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  as  much  as 
mini  iters  upon  that  point ;  it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to  know 
as  much,  bccaufe  he  had  not  the  fame  means  of  information ; 
but  he  took  it  fcr  granted,  that  if  mtnifters  could  not,  with  all 
tlitir  power  aiul  vi;Tilnnce,*with  all  their  wiflbes  to  convift, 
and  all  the  airitl»uce  they  had  from  profeffional  men  of  the 
high'Jl  aiuhoriry,  obtain  a  verdift  in  a  (ingle  inftance,  the 
only  reason  could  be,  that  after  the  mod  patient,  folcmn,  and 
impartial  invcf' ipnion,  that  perhaps  ever  occupied  the  time 
aiul  attention  oF  a  court  and  jury,  there  were  no  fuflicient 
grounds  fcr  fuppoini^  that  a  confpiracy  had  ever  been  formft^. 

Of 
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i-T^tr rr  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who  had  been  apprehended  and  put 

•  i^j^-^pon   their  trial,    after   miny  months  tedious  confinement, 

'\  iV/^^iad  any  (hare  in  it.     V  then  there  had  exifted  no  fuch  con- 

■  xrf.rj.  rpiracy,  in  God's  name  to  what  purpofe  were  mlnifters  about 

-_  4^^:o  fow  the  feed-?  of  new  alarms  and  new  apprehenfions,  whea 

:;-:*---^tlie  moment  oi  immediate  defence  of  the  country  was  arrived, 

.'  -'}:'  and  called  for  all  the  union  and  all  tlic  energy  of  the  people? 

■ .,  •;, ^^He  heartily  wiftied  the*  people  would  roufe  to  a  true  fenfe  of 

.:r//'"  the  public  danger.     Xv^uch  of  the  mifchief  that  had  happened 

...w^  abroad,  had  its  origin  in  the  dumb  and  fiillen  fpirit  of  difcon- 

. -^^"   tent  of  the  pfople.     Such  a  filent  defpondency,  when  op^ 

-    J.    portunity  offered  for  aftion,  was  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 

,1.      loud  aftive  voice  of  complaint.     In  the  latter  cafe,  tifnely 

-UT.      cure  might  be  admin iftered,  hope  might  be  kept  alive,  and 

,      confidence  recovered.     In  the  former,  remedy  would  come 

_      too  late,  defperation  would  bear  down  all  before  it,  as  it  had 

'  : ...      done  in  France,  and  relief  would  be  aimed  at  amidft  the  chaos- 

of  confufion,  anarchy,  and  mifrulc  of  the  moment;  marked 

.^J.        ivith  all  the  horrid  features,  that  were,  at  every  period  of 

.  /:*        hiftory,  to  be  traced  in  a  violent  convulfion,  occalloned  by  an 

r.        intemperate  and  enthuGaftic  flruggle  for  freedom  on  the  one 

hand,  and  an  anxious  ambition   to  fcize  the  moment  that 

ftich  a  convulfion  aflforded  of  grafping.  power,  and  maintaininjj 

;  it  in  pofTeffion  at  all  hazards  on  the  ;  t  :er.' 

With  refpeft  to  certain  alluGons  thac  had  been  made  as  to  ilic 
motives  of  Noble  Lords,  who  had  uniformly  a£led  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  war,  and  all  the  pernicious  meafures  that  minVtlers 
had  brought  forward  to  encourage  and  excite  the  Houfe  to 
perfift  in  it;  he  knew  not  who  the  individuals  were  to  whom 
the  infinuation  was  meant  to  apply,  but  let  it  come  from 
whence  it  might,  it  would  meet  only  his  contempt.  He  flat- 
tered himfelf  he  might  fiifely  appeal  to  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  every  part  of  the  infinuation  that  had  been 
fo  loofely  thrown  out,  if  intended  to  apply  to  him,  had  not 
been  contradifted  by  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  life  ? 

Tie  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  in  order  to  bring  back 
their  Lordfhips  minds  to  a  true  underftanding  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  Bill,  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  ha^ 
been  mifcbnceived,  and  under  the  mifconception  had  Ik 
argued  and  difcufled  mod  erroneoufly.     The  Bill  was  iir 
perly  termed  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  w!i< 
in  faft  and  in  truth,  it  was  no  fuch  thing ;  it  gave  min 
no  Cuch  alarming  powers  as  it  had  been  contended  it 
them,  nor  did  it  abridge  or  circumfcribc  the  liberty  of  i. 
fubjeft  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  excepting  only  in  the  fingle  in^ 
fiance  where lreafon>  or  trcafonable  pradiccs,  v/ere  fufpeclrd. 

Aud 
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Aat  woiiM  znj  man  in  his  fcnfes  contend,  tint  m^k  nibfdcnt 
Vkt  the  prefen  ti  when  danger  of  itiB  -moft  unconimdn  degree 
prelfed  tipon  uH,  vhen,  by  the  iin{chrH»h.ate  ^hancc-of  war,' 
and  the  unforefeen  rigour  flf  the  fe^fon,  ure  had  ffie  fencmy 
at  out  doof )  it  was  not  wife  and  prudent,'  nij  abftliifdy  ne- 
cefiary  for  minifters,  whofe  ioimediate  dbty  It'Was.td  Watch 
cAPer  the  piibKe  Suterefts,  to  take  every  pbffiUe'precavtion 
agatuft  the  probable  danger  of  private  and  internal  'epeatfcg-y 
wlvcn  we  had  to  face  a  me  at  hand  ?    Their  Lordfliips  wmild 
all  recoMedy  that  a  Noble  and  Learned  Lord,  whofe  aMence 
Ik  fincerely  regretted,  and  ftill  more  the  caufe  of  it,  had,  laft 
year,  pointed  out  to  them  the  vulgar  error  of  caUtng  the  pre* 
ient  AiJl,  and  all  preceding  Bills  of  a  fimilar  nature^'a  fufpen-* 
fion  of  the  Hahas  Corpus  hfk.     Undoubtedly  it  had  not  hi* 
therto  had,  nor  would  it  have  in  future,  any  fueh  effe£l. 

Some  Noble  Lords  in  the  caurfe  of  the  debate  had  ac* 
cufed  minifters  of  a  defire  to  keep  in  their  hands  the  ex*, 
traordinary  power,  which  k  had  been  faid  this  Bill  gave  them. 
The  Bill  gave  miniders  qo  fuch  extraordinary  power  as  had 
been  imputed  to  it,  but  it  impofed  upon  them  a  'moft  painful 
4uty,  and  attached  a  degree  of  refponfibility,  wUch  every 
prudent  man  muft  be  extremely  anxious  to  avoids  if  \iz  was 
capable  of  diftinguifiiing  between  what  was  an  (^jeQ  to  be 
defired,  and  an  o\>\t€t  to  be  (hunned.  The  fole  operation  of 
the  Bill  was,  to  enable  minifters  to  detain  perfons  in  cii(lody 
^ho  had  been  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  piac* 
tices>  till  a  reafonable  time  (hould  be  allowed  to  prepare  the 
evidence  \  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  muft  be  of  a  complicated 
nature  and  difficult  to  arrange :  And  if  the  Bill  did  not  pafS) 
perfons  fo  circumftanced  as  ne  had  defcribed,  might  force  on 
their  trials  before  it  was  pofCble  for  Government  to  be  ready 
to  come  forward  with  all  their  proofs  in  fupport  of  the  charge. 
In  every  other  refpe£l,  minifters  were  to  the  full,  and  indeed 
ftill  more  refponfible  than  before.  They  bad  no  more  au« 
thority  in  confequence  of  its  piifTing  than  any  other  magiftratc, 
they  were  anfwerable  to  Parliament  for  the  proper  u(e  of  this 

f>ower,  and  they  were  refponfible  to  the  individuals  j^y  the 
aw  of  the  country. 

Much  had  been  faid  as  to  the  tStOc  of  a  verdi^  of  Nti 
Guiltj-^Tht  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  woul4  not  trouble  their 
Lordihips  by  attempting  to  prove  that  which  muft  be  clear  to 
every  man  of  common  fenfe,  viz*  that  an  acquittal  was  not 
always  a  clear  proof  of  the  innocence  of  the  party.  He 
would  only  remark,  tha(  if  that  were  once  laid  down  as  a 
principle,  the  confequcnces  would  be  bad  indeed  i  if  every 
verdift  t)f  Not  Quilty  was  a  dire£t  proof  of  tl^e  moral  inno- 
'     -•  cenw 
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^sTr-.ence  of  the  party  accufed^  then  the  revcrfe  of  the  propafidkxi 
.r:>xxixft  be  true,  and  every  verdi£i  of  Guilty  mu(t  be  takefti  itk, 
r.i::every  cafe,  without  exception,  as  irrefragable  proof  of  the i 
^'^S^^t  of  the  prifoner. 

<^^      ISTo  man  who  had  filled  the  chamber  of  a  ju^ge^  had  not occa* 
*  r^  Conally  recommended  perfons  to  merCy  who  had  been  coovi€l« 
3f «  ed^  upon  the  ground  of  their  total  innocence  1  therefore  if  the 
r-.'  propofition  were  once  laid  down  broadly,  and  taktn  asequallf 
^   binding  each  way,  it  would  be  produ^ire  of  confequcnoer 
-      weiy  injurious  to  humanity.    He  mud  therefore  repeat,  that 
\yK  wiihed  their  Lordfhips  to  refled  on  the  poflible  confen 
V     qucnce  of  the  doArine,  that  the  verdiA  of  a  jury  could  not 
be  reriewed  or  deliberated  upon;  what  would  tnen  become 
^      of  iiien  who  might  be  found  guilty  by  miftake,  or  by  falfe 
,^      evidence,  or  any  other  circumftance  which  might  attend  a 
\       trial  ?   The  perfon  convi£led  of  a  capital  offence  could  nok  be 
^*        pardoned  by  the  Crown ;  for  if  the  verdifl  was  to  be  confi- 
deredat  all  events  perfe^  it  muft  be  abfolute  on  the  uiw 
favourable,   as  well  as  on  the  favourable  fide.     No  perfian 
who  had  ever  attended  the  circuit,  or  who  had  looked  co-the 
Recorder's  report,  would  agree  to  that,  becaufe  it  tended  (a 
;         ^ieprive  niany  unfortunate  perfons  of  the  mercy  of  the  Crown. 
The  onlv  legal  cficft  of  any  verdidi  was,  that  a  perfon  ac- 
quitted mould  not  be  tried  again  upon  the  fame  charge,  but  . 
\         Uiould  be  reftored  to  his  former  rights. 

With  regard  to  the  confpiracies  ftatcd  in  the  Report  of  their 
Lordfhips  Committee  lad  year  to  eacift,.  he  had  the  honour  of 
liaving  been  a  member  of  that  Committee,  and  he  had  al^ 
been  prefenc  on  other  occafions,  where  the  fubje£l  had  been 
inveftigated  with  the  moft  ftudious  attention  and  care  $   he 
neither  theii,  nor  at  the  prefent  moment,  entertained  the 
fmalleft  doubt  of  the  real  exiftence  of  a  moft  dangerous  con- 
(biracy,  which  the  Noble  Marquis  had  chofen  to  treat  as  a 
ndion,  a  matter  merely  that  was  imaginary^  called  forth  to 
anfwer  the   temporary  purpofes  of  miftifters.    The  Nobte 
Duke  had  likewi(e  thought  proper  to  concur  in  the  fame  opi- 
nion.   The  Noble  Duke,  on  whom  fortune  had  iavifhcd  her 
choiceft  gifts,   and  to  whom  nature  had  been  fo  far  more 
partial,  that  if  he  were  ftripped  of  all  the  advantages  of  for-^ 
tune,  which  he  To  bountifully  enjoyed,  he  was  happy  to  fee 
woi^ld  be  fufficiently  rich  in  talents  and  abiiitie&,  to  Hand  fc^ 
ward  as  a  (hining  example  of  fuperiorlty  and  pre-cminci 
had  declared  that  he  apprehended  no  danger.     He  could  a 
impate  this  to  the  Noble  Duke*s  magnanimity  and  geticr 
feelings  fo  peculiar  to  the  bofoms  of  youth  of  enbrgod  k 
derftandings,  which  made  them  rife  fuperior  to.  the  ordinary 

ienfe 
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i^nfe^, .ganger  felt  by  other  men,  who  Iby.age  were  taught 
moi^  /cantioi^  ^nd^si  greater  apprebenCon  of  approaching  dan^ 
ger.  Looking  at  the  crifis  with,  more  fear  of  it$.prcffing  on- 
wards, he  could  not  but  feel  fomewhat  more  of  aJanxi,  and 
be  anxious  £or  fon^ewhat  more  of,  precaution  than  the  Noble 
puke' thought  necefT^ry;  and  he.  begged  to  call  their  Lord- 
ihips  attention  for  a  very  few  moments  to  the  fyfteip  which 
had  prevailed  in  France,  meaning  to  leave  it  entirely  to  their 
Lordfiiips  to  decide  for  themfelves,  whether  there  was  or  was 
not  reafon  to  apprehend  a  danger,  from  every  attempt  to  in- 
troduce the  fame  fyftem,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded,  into  this  country. 

His  Lordihip  faid,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
country  was  mod  undoubtedly  loyal,  and  it  was  to  fecurc 
that  loyalty  from  the  fedu£tion  of  wicked  and  def^gning  -ma- 
chinations that  the  Bill  had  been  brought  in.  When  he  con- 
fidered  the  plans  which  had  been  laid  by  a  wicked  and  mif- 
taken  few,  the  relative  fituation  of  the  country,  the  principles 
propagated  in  France,  which  had  led  the  way  to  level  and 
dedroy  all  order,  all  law,  religion,  and  the  well-being  of 
every  thing  dear  to  man,  he  did  not  think  that  he  could  be 
too  guarded,  circumfpeft,  and  vigilant,  for  the  internal  wel- 
fare of  the  country.  From  the  information  he  had  been  able 
to  colle£V,  he  was  aflured  that  a  confpiracy  had  been  engen- 
dered, bom,  nurtured,  and  in  full  growth,  ready  to  rear  its 

.head  when  the  machine  could  be.  once  mounted,  and  that  the 
correfpondence,  committees,  partitions,  and  re-partitions  of 
the  different  clubs,  focieties,  &c.  had  given  the  fulled  tcfti- 
mony  of  the  truth  of  his  afTertions.  In  this  part  of  hii 
fpeech,   the  Lord  Chancellor  recapitulated   all   the  leading 

.tranfii£^ions  that  had  taken, place*  in  France,  which  ought  in 

*  reafoi)  to  be  confidercd  as  likely  to  prove  dangerous  in  tliis 
country,  if  propagated  with  the  indudry  and  enthufiafm  that 
were  known  to  be  the  charafteridic  of  the  agents  of  the 
French  Convention. 

His  Lordfliip  took  a  curfory  view  of  the  date  of  affairs  at 

.the  periods  in  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£\:  had  formerly  been 
fufpended,  and  compared  the  danger  of  thofe  times  with  the 
prefent,  proving  how  infinitely  more  critical  and  alarming  the 
prefent  period  was.  He  mentioned  the  prdccediiigs  in  Lan- 
caihire,  in  confcquence  of  the  aporehenfion  of  certain  perfons 
on  account   of  the   AfTiflinarian  Plut  in  the  reign  cf  King 

'William,  and  dated  what  had  been  deemed  advifeablc. 

Speaking  of  the  refpefl  due. to  Parliamentary  Committees 
and  their  Reports,  he  faid,  no  man/  at  lead  no  one  of  their 

'Lordfliips,  h^  prefumLii,  would  contend  that  they  were  not 
3         *  entitled 
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^entttltfd  to  great  weight,     ft  was  true  that  a  late  NoUe  Lord 

liaci  treated  the  refolutions  fomewhat  cavalierly  in  a  difKrent 

place*     The  expreffion  he  had  ufed  on  the  occafioa  was 

"ccrt^fctnly  hchndy,    but  perhaps  on  that  very  account  tt  had 

made  a  gfeater  impremon  than  if  it  had  been  more  chit 

and  pc^iffied ;  but  its  amount  was  no  more  than  what  every 

rtian  who  knew  any  thing  of   the  conftitution  muft  admit, 

««.    that  die  rcfolutions  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament 

were  not  equal  in  efie£lor  authoritv  to  an  Aft  of  the  Lc- 

^Qature.     Miich,  however,  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  place 

in  which  the  opinion  was  delivered,  the  circumftances  that 

called  for  it,  and  the  cffcQi  it  was  meant  to  produced  at  the 

rnqtnent* 

Havipg  put  this  matter  in  ks  true  point  ojf  view,  the  Lordt 
Chancellor  briefly  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  argument, 
and  concluded  a  fpeech  of  fingular  perfpicuity  and  force  of 
feafoning,  with  declaring,  that  the  Bill  then  before  their 
LordOiips  was  a  mea'fure  important  to  the  national  fecurity^ 
and  therefore  indifpenGWy  ncceflary  to  be  paflcd. 

Lord  Auckland  laid,  that  without  meaning  any  difr^fpe£b 
either  to  the  Houfe  or  to  the  feveral '  Noble  Lords  who  had 
fpoTccn  in  the  debate,  he  might  with  the  utmoft  ftriftnefs  of 
truth  aflcrf,  that,  with  an  exception  of  the  laft  fpeech,  nine 
tenths  of  all  that  hiid  been  brought  forward  had  no  connexion, 
in  any  dire£k  line  of  rtafoning,  with  the  queftion,  "  whether 
the  Kll  ought  or  ought  not  to  pafs."  He  would  not  imitate 
a  practice  which  he  reprobated,  and  which  he  tliought  iU 
fuited  to  the  momentous  and  urgent  circumftances  of  the 
country.  He  would  ftate,  in  the  feweft  words  pofllble,  the 
grounds  of  his  opinion  that  the  Bill  ought  to  pafs.  He  did 
not  reft  that  opinion  on  any  confideration  refulting  from  the 
late  tthls  at  the  Old  Bailey.  With  refpe£l,  however,  to  thofe 
trials,  he  concurred  with  thofe  who  thought  that  it  was  no 

Eroof,  nor  even  a  fair  prefumption,  that  treafons  had  not 
een  committed,  becaufe  the  law  had  not  been  eiFe£tuaUy  ap- 
j)Iied  to  bring  any  traitor  to  juftice.  Be  that  as  it  might  $  if 
.(here,  had  been  no  inquiry  before  the  Privy  Council,  though 
he  Could  not  erafe  from  his  memory  the  alarming  truths 
brought  to  light  by  that  inquiry ;  if  there  had  been  no  Com- 
mittees of  the  two  Houfes  on  the  fubje£i,  though  he  could 
not  forget  the  convincing  Reports  made  by  thofe  Committees; 
'  iini  he  ihould  think  that  there  were  ample  motives  for  pafllnff 
the  Bill  in  queftion.    He  refted  that  opinion  upon  the  admii^ 

*  fion  made  by  all  the  Noble  Lords  who  had  fpolceu  on  either 
Cde^  by  fome^  in  cxprefs  terms  j  by  others,  impliedly ;  that 
there  prevail  throUgn  the  kingdom,  amidft  all  its  loyalty, 

*  Vol,  I.  3Z  and 
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and  amidil  all  the  blcAjngt  with  %ihich  that  loyalty  k  re- 
warded, a  tendency  to  difaffedion^  a  fpirit  of  fedition,  and  « 
love  of  wild  innovation,  in  the  mrnds  of  many  uidividi(sls» 
"With  fuch  fymptoms  at  hon^e,  in  a  moment  of  exoceme  danger 
from  abroad,  in  A  moment  when  the  ftorm  was  coUe£li^g» 
and  rolling  tpward)  thcfe  kingdoms  with  appearances  fo  mc^ 
nacing  that  he  would  not  permit  himCelf  to  dcfcribe  them  i*— 
he  could  npt,  in  fuch  a  moment,  agree  with  the  Noble  Marquis 
(Lord  Lanfdown),  that  {t  would  he  wife  to  allow  what  is  im* 
properly  called  **  the  fufpcnlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus**   tg> 
die  a  natural  death.    If  It  were  fufiered  to  expire  in  the  preiesit 
crifis,  he  ibould  think  it  not  a  natural  death,  bijit  a  ciimioal 
and  monftrous  a£^,  dangerous  to  the  fecurity,  and  perhaps  fatal 
to  the  civil  and  religious  exiftence  of  this  country. 

The  ^ucllion  was^  then  put,  and  caipied  ifKithout  a  divi« 
Con. 

TteDtshof  BeJfhrd  faidf  that  the  refult  of  the  motioa 
which  he  lately  made  in  that  Houfe,  w^s  fo  un£itisfa£iory  co 
him,  and  die  fubje£l  which  it  involved  fo  important  and  ia«r 
tereding  to  the  rub  lie,  that  he  (hould  bring  fonirard  another 
motion  of  a  fipiilar  nature,  in.order,  if  poflible,  to  obtain  tfam 
Lordfiiips  unequivocal  decifion,  fo  interelling  to  the  nation  so 
gener>il  *,  and  he  was  the  more  emboldened  to  this,  as  he  tc-i 
rily  believed  a  majority  of  their  Lordfliips  were  de&rous  of 
removing  the  obllacles  in  the  way  of  a  negotiaiion /or  peace. 
His  Grace  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  make  his  modon  qq 
Thurfday  fe'nnight. 

Adjourned  at  ten  o'clock^ 


PROTEST 
Agalnjl'  thepajjlng  if  the  Biii Jor  fufp^nding  the  Habeas  Corpui  ASx 
entered  on  the  yourftflli,  Feb,  4. 
"  DISSENTIl  NT, 
**  I.  Becautc  whatever  pretence  thete  may  have  exifted  in 
^he  lalt   ftJion  of  Parlian^cnt,  for  fufpending  the  Habeat  Cw^ 
fus  Ad,  th.^.t  precenc^  is  now  removed  :    The  partial  ^^r(r 
cxaminati  >Jt$  of  tfic  C^mmiitC'-s  of  Parliament,  having  been 
refuted  by  the  wrdidM.  of  Junes,  who,  with  labour  uneiaih* 
pled  in  the  le.;;il  ar  '^\!sr   thiscouatry,  after  duly  weighing  thie 
evidence  of  both  ('kIl?,  acquitted  the  perfons^indicied  for  a 
treafonable  coti^piracy. 

**  II.  Bccaufr  1  itcntio.i^^'oftlle  to  ^e  conftitution  being  eo* 
tertnined  by  perfunsj  tew  m  nnmher,  and  devqid  of  weight  and 
<*.Mifcquencc  in  the  country,  do  not  juftiiy  the  depriving  all 

*'•"**   die 
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tKc  people  of  Great  Britain  of  that  fecunty  wKich  our  laws  fa 
anxidufly  provide  for  perfonal  liberty. 

'*  III.  B«caufe  we  find  that,  as  fodn  as  thoft  plots  and  cort- 
fpiracics  (which  have  heretofore  caufed  the  (ufpenfionof  the 
people's  right  to  their  Habeas  Corpus)  hsld  been  dealt  with  aC- 
bording  to  law,  and  that  the  confpirators  had  been  cohvi£led 
and  ptiniflied,  the  danger  being  over,  the  fiifpfenfidn  has  dropt. 
In  the  fame  manneir,  when  the  proved  innocence  of  the  accul- 
ed  has  negatived  the  fuppofed  confpiracy,  and  when  it  is  not 
even  pietended  that  any  new  or  other  plot  exifts,  to  continue 
to  fufpehd  this  great  and  eflential  fafeguard  of  our  freedom  is 
equally,  contrary  to  the  example  fet  iis  by  our  anccftors,  and 
inconiideilt  with  that  prote£kioh,  which,  as  legiflators^  we  are 
bound  to  afford  to  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  all  our  fellow-fub- 
|e£^s. 

•*  IV.  Becaufe  ^  donfider  that  the  national  fpirit  of  Eng- 
liih  freedom^  to  which  was  owing  the  high  phce  that  we  once  . 
held  amid  furrounding  nations,  is  either  Checked  or  deadened 
bycaufelefs  afts  of  defpotifm  j  or  that  thedifguft,  necefarily  • 
generated  by  fuchacondud,  is  likely  (if  any  thing  can  pro^ 
dace  foch  an  effed  upon  this  free  and  enlightened  nation) 
to  raife  afpirit  of  difaiFe£tio'n  even  to  the  coiiftitution  itfelf. 

"  V,  Becaufe  when  we  trace  the  hiftory  of  the  .Habeas 
Corpus  Ad,  we  find,  ambng  other  (ecurities  from  oppre^lion^ 
it  was  chiefly  meant  to  enfare  to  the  fubje£t  a  fpeedy  tiial^ 
when  accufed  of  treafon  or  treafonable  pradJdcest  and  to  aveCt 
the  tyranny  of  tedious  imprifonment  for  thofe  crimes.  We  con- 
ceive, therefore,  that  if  the  Legiflature  isj  upon  all  occafions  of 
fufpicion  of  traiterotts  a£bs,  to  filfpeild  the  operation  of  that 
mod  important  and  invaluable  ftatute,  fecurity  to  the  fubje£i 
muft  be  removed,  at  the  veiry  criG^  and  iil  the  very  cafe,  wheti 
it  was  meant  by  the  wife  and  enlightened  framers  of  that  l&w 
moft  to  (hield  and  proted  hiiii. 

"  NORFOLK. 
'»  BEDFORD. 
"  LAUDfeRDALE. 
«•  GUILDFORD.*' 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Feb.^. 

Mr.  M.  Robin/oh  moved,  "  That  there  be  hM  upoti  the 
tabic  an  account  cf  all  the  ftirch  made  out  of  wheat  a  id  other 
materiftis,  that  had  paid  duty  from  the  ift  of  January  1794, 

3Za  to 
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to  %ift  tartan.  1795  i"  aodiatfo,.  «nttttbcit:fbottidt>e  laid 
upon  the  table  an  atcoant  of  all  the  Imr^powdar  xmde  out  of 
wheat  floiUTy  and  other  materials." 

^  Mr.  S^critatfDwidfit  brought  up  mm  account  of  the  troops 
oftheKingofPruffia,  employed  in  the  laft  campaignj  agree- 
ably tQ  ti^  treaty  made  at  the  Hague  in  the  month  of 
i\p^il  1794. i  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  QritUh  tnx>ps 
Rilled,  wounded,  and  nuffing,  m  the  coorfe  of  diehiftcsun* 


The  Bill  for  the  pufpofe  of  more  effe^loalty  -*^*rnmg  his 
^jeftyV  navy,  b;  raifing  a  certain  number  of  axn,  ift  prapor* 
jtion  to  the  tonnage  of  every  outward^und  merdttoMUpt 
.&^.  w^s  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  he  coaunktcdtlie 
next  day- 

The  Bill  for  more  efFe£ltua11y  mannihg  the  navy,  by  ^ufii^ 
It  certain  number  of  men  for  t|ie  fea  ferricCf  m  propoiiiDa  to 
the  munVerof  pariflies,  was  read  a  fir  ft  tkne,  mi  oicrfeml^ 
be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 
.    Adjoujcned. 


•  1 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  jFri.  4.     . 

.  *  L9rdGunvi/ii  dtlhfcxti  a  Meffage  foom  his  AEijcfty  to  die 
'feUowing  effe£b  ;^ 

'*  G.k. 

<<  His  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  to  acqujhat  the  Hoofe  pf  X^rds  tl^at  he 
h:^  rcceived  from  the  Emperor  ftr^ng  adurauces  of  ^  diiporttipn  tp  m^e 
the  ^eatefi  exertions  for  tKe  comipon  cauie  ip^tbe  comie  of  the  next  cam- 
jpaiga  :  But  it  is"  rtprefffntcd^'Qii^the  part  of  his  Imperial  Majcfty,  that 
thefe  eJFurts  camiot  be  made  without  the  aiTiiJiajvEe  of  b  lqaa»  which  his  Ins- 
j^erial  MajeQy  is  defir6iK  of  raifing  on  the  credit  of  the  revenues  of  his  kere> 
ditsD-y  dominions^  under  the  guarantee  of  his.  Majefly,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  Parliament,  to  the  extent  of  four  millions  :  And  k  is  (bted,  that 
fucK  aloafi»  in  addition  to  bis  other  refourctSy  would  enable  his  Imperial 
l^Iaj^fty  to  employ  againft  the  commotf  ejicmy>  a  force  of  a«9»oo»  effe£lirc 
men. 

"  HiiMajefty  Uofopinimiy  that,  oa.diHegro«nds>  f«ch  an  arrange 
ment  would  be  beneficial  to  the  common  caufe  $  but  his  Majefty  thinks 
that  it  would  be  4lill  mor^adrantageoiMy  if»'  by  the  means  of  a  (imilar  loaui 
.  f  04  larger  eitent^  the  Emperor  fbenAd  be  enabled  to  employ  a  force  ^nnore 
.  coniiderable  $  and  his  Majelty  has  dirc£bd  his  Minii^er  at  Vicnn^to  cxpicis 
his  Majedy  «  rcadinefs  to  reconflpncl  to  his  jUrUament  an  angu^gemeot 
tounded  en  that  principle. 

•<-  Qoahc 
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TV  .  «« .  Sosnf  temporary  a<iyaj[icft  which  hU  Mtjefty  wat  iiidu^  to  make  fcr 
V^tlie  immediate  fufrply  of  the  Au(bian  «niiy».  under  the  ^r^^e^^  f^opqfl^ 
"'^'^Ircumftanccs  in  the  latter  ptrc  of  the  kft  campai^  ]w^l  bf,  laf^ucVo^  ff 

Ally  arrangement  of  this  natisre*  ...  ',»»••* 

^1  "^*  As  fbonat  the  negotiation  ik  concluded,  hi%  M^cfty  wUl^npt  fajl  tH 
*  "^  ^onununicatethe  refalt  to  Paiiia^ncnt/'      ♦ 

-:£  I>fiftLerd<Up»  after  the  urualform  of  reading,  moved  ftiift 
£^n  ««'hei  Meflage  1m  taken  into  confideration  on  die'  foHowin^ 

Monday. 
J3k^v    •       Lonl  LmuUfiale  obje£bed  to  thie  ineflgae,  as  conveyed  in 
:&      cevaw  of  ambtgnky  which  he  did  not  clearly  underftand.    If 
^s      -this  OKHieyAoiIld  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  what  fecnrity 
iz      "iiad  Wt  tbat  tfaofe  two  hundred  thoufand  men  would  a£tuaHy 
take  die  field  ?    We  had  fufficient  proofs  of  the  fi<)elity  of  one 
r        >of  oor  Contincntd  AUiesi  viz.  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  re- 
:  a       '^MTtd  oar  niO]iev,and  never  produced  the  men,  9efides,  there 
j^         -was  indttded  in  kta  Majeft/s  Mefiage  a  hint  relative  to  certain 
fums  of  money  which  were  not  fpecifically  mentioned,   hor 
csDOld  he  nndarHand  whether  thcfe  fums  were  to  be  incladed 
in  that  four  miUtona  ftated  in  die  Mefiage.    There  miglft 
alfo  have  been  fome  propofition  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna  relative  to  the  fecurity  we  were  to  have  for  die  per- 
formance of  this  agreement  on  their  partd.    Thefe  points,  he 
faid,  he  wi(hed  to  have  fome  iuformation  on,  and  he  therefore 
^  called  on  his  Majefty's  minifters  to  explain  them. 

LardGremnlle  faid,  that  in  refpeft  tot|ie  fam  already  paid 
to  the  Emperor,  that  was  a  matter  of  figures  which  he  conl^ 
not  precifely  aicertain;  but  if  the  Noble  Earl  wotiU  move  foir 
the  accounts  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  that  motion  (bould  be 
complied  with|  and  his  Lordfliip  might  know  the  fum  minute- 
ly. In  refpeiEl  lo  the  fecurity,  he  eouM  affirm  it  would  be  %  ' 
good  one ;  and  as  to  the  indefi/nte  fum^  thatt  was  a  matter  con- 
nq£ted  with  die  oth^r^-wliicb  would  jcom^  with  mudi  more 
propriety  into  debate,  when  the  (ubje^  came  under  theijr 
Lprdlliips,  conGderation  next.  Monday,  than  it  couU  poi£t>lf 
now  do,  when  not  mpre  than  half  a  dozen  Peers  were  prefent^ 
]  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  again  prcflfcd  bis  ntotion,  and  wir 
filled  that  he  had  a  right  to  receive  from  itlie  NoUe  ^ecrctaxy 
.'of  State  every  information  he  aflced  refpe^ing  this  buCnefs- 
'  Lord  CrenvUle  defired  him  to  look  to  the  precedents  of  ^ 
'Heufe,  and  to  recoIIe£l,  when  a  parcipular  day  was  fet  apait 
for  difcuffing  a  motion,  it  was  not  regular  previouily  to  debaie 
It.  . 

LoPd  Damley  profefied  himfel/  a  rt.renuous  fupportcr  of  .the 
tueaftties  of  Adminiitraiiouy  h^cauie  he  was  i:on£dei^t  ;^^y 

3  *  had 
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.  Hit  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  * 
ff  any  money  was  to  be  fcnt  out  of  tht  kihgrfonff,  it  %as  tfie 
Bank  who  muft  fumifti  it ;  ind  they,  from  theif  fitaarioft/liwft 
fie  acquainted  with  the  cXfctit  of  any  if^citf  Brought  tilto  the 
cduntry.  They  therefore  muft  both  be  bcft  acquainted  -^ith  the 
ftate  ot  fpecie  at  prefcnt  in  the  country,  and  the  cfk€t  of  Ac 
fluduation  that  muft  be  f  reduced  by  fending  fo  large  a  fsra  out 
.  of  it|  as  was  pro{)ofed  to  th^  Empetor. 

He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty-Governor of  the  Bank  of  England  do  attetid  this 
Houfe  tormorrow." 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Chancellor  faiB,  that  hi  oppofing  the 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  did  not  at  prefent  mean  to 
^  enter  t>uich  at  large  into  the  fubjeft.  He  believed  that  the 
.  Hon.  Gentleman  could  fcarcely  have  itiade  a  motion  more  un- 
welcome to  thofe  who  were  its  objefts,  than  by  requiring  the 
Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  to 
attend  the  Bar  of  the  Hoiifc  of  Comnions,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
amined on  a  fpeculative  opinion, — "  What  were  the  eiTeAs 
6f  fending  fuch  a  funi  of  money  out  of  the  country  ?" 
He  knew  of  no  way  in  which  they  eould  cdnlmunicate  the 
information  that  was  required,  except  by  riving  an  account 
^df  their  own  banking  tranfa£^tohs;.  The  Bank  ofEngland, 
though  upon  a  different  fcak,  he  compared  to  a  great  tenk- 
ing-houfe  ,  and  it  could  not  be  podible  to  inftitute  the  itb* 
quiry  that  was  propofed,  without  injuftice,  impolicy^  Ind 
tiolence.  Tl^  motion  brought  forward  by  the  Hon.  Gentle 
man  was  fuch  as  ought  rather  to  fumiih  a  ground  of  aigu* 
tncnt  the  next  day. 

To  guard  Gcmlcmen,  however,  ugainft  forming  any  fudden 
and  incautious  conclliGon  from  the  fpecious  pretexts  urged  tn 
oppofition  to  the  loan,  he  faid,  he  (hould  make  fome  fe^ 
curfory  obfervatton$  Apon  them,  referring  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  improved  experience  of  enlightened  times,  and  thehiftory 
of  the  country. 

The  exportation  of  fpecie  had  been  held  out  as  deftruflive  to 
the  wealth  of  a  country>  whercds  the  exportation  of  fpecie  w^as 
to  be  confidercd  merely  in  the  fame  light  as  any  other  export- 
«tJon  of  commerce.  Too  rigid  an  adherence  to  the  maxim  of 
,  hoardinn  up  their  fpecie  in  countries  where  they  had  accumii* 
•  lated.a  large  quantity  of  fiiver,  had  been  found  to  be  ruinous  to 
their  commerce.  The  fame  ft;^te  of  Kurope  that  called  upon 
this  country  for  new  and  unheard-of  exertions,  Tiad  produced 
alfo  an  influx  of  wealth,  not  lefs  unufual  and  extraordinary. 

That  the  exporfation  of  fpecie  has  conftitutcd  wealth  and 
contributed  to^pui  rcfource?,  is  fttcb.  a-^plf-evide^  propofi- 

tioa 
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tMtk  9i  Cczt^dj  to  occupy  a  moment'«  examination.    For  s^ 
foTther  demonftratioD  of  the.trut(i,howcver,  le/t  us  look  to  other 


itrica  vhf  re  the  expoxtadon  of  Giver  is  prohibited,  and  we! 
AM  find  them,  cramped  in  their  commerce^  in  their  manu- 
fS^^urest  and,  even  in  theaAua^l  receipts  of  their  revenue. 

On  the^other  hand»  he  was  not  ignorant  that  a  fudden  ex- 
flortation»*  to  a  large  and  irrecoverable  amount»  that  is,  to  fuch 
an  ampunt  as  co^ld.not  be  eafily  compenfated  for^  bv  the  inr! 
flux  and  reflex  of  merchandife,  mi^t  make  a  fuddeii  an'd 
alarming  revulfion.  If  the  exportation  of  Ipecie  did  lead  at 
all  to  any  danger^ on;  aiarm<»  the  queftion  that  ought  the^n  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Houle  wouI(l  he.  Whether,  from 
that  exportationr^  &ecie,  there  does  not  arifc  a  £uf&cientan4 
competent  influx  of  fpecie  by  the  improved  manufa^ures  o^ 
other  commodities  to  occafion  a  rebound  ?  ^hs^  fuch  ar^ 
,the  confeqi^ences,  are  fads  obvious  to  all. 

Another  remarkable  ind  cogent  fa£l  muft  obtnide  itfelf 
alfo  upon  ev^ry  recollection,  aod  give  frefli  animation  to  fudi 
deprefled  fpirits  as  the  pretended  dangers  influence.  It  is  botli 
palpable  and  notorious,  that  the  fafety  of  this  country  has  ope« 
xated  with  fo  much  eflfedl,  as  not  only  to  encourage  our  o^tf 
hopes  and  exertions^  but  to  reimburfe  the  great  and  extraocdi- 
i^iy  expences  which  thofe  exertions  have  occafioned.  We  hav^ 
extraordinary  difficulties,  it  is  true,  but  let  it  be  remembered  atfo 
that  wc  have  extraordinary  means  to  affift  us.  Great  Britain^ 
in  this  m?^hty  continental  ftruggle,  is  become  the  afyium  bot( 
of  perfons  and  of  property,  and  in  fa£b  the  centre  of  the 
wealth  of  Europe ;  and  the  efkd  of  her  fafety  and  fecurity  iigi 
fttch  a  war  of  defolation  is  (as  we  laA  year  experienced,  when^ 
DOtwithftanding  the  great  drains  whiph  were  made  by  the  ^xtra* 
ordinaries,  and  the  lubfidy  of  the  King  of  Prullia),  our  com* 
nicrce  was  foon  recovered  from  its  temporary  ilagnation,  and 
our  merctiants  were  enabled  to  furvive  the  temporary  deprcflion 
which  had  before  taken  place,  and  had  only  ferved  to  cdablifh 
credit  uppn  a  more  firm  and  foiici  bafis }  this  was  the  fureft  cri- 
terion of  the  flourifliing  and  permanent  refources  of  the  country. 
Nor  was  this  all ;  Our  exchange,  inftead  of  being  funkt 
has  grown  more  favourable  to  our  interefts,  even  more  »vour-> 
able  than  it  was  before  hoftilities  commenced.  As  a  proof, 
the  price  of  dollars  is  much  cheaper  than  before  the  war :  And 
hence  we  muft  conclude  that  the  exportation  of  fpecie  does  not 
lead  to  the  evils  which  are  with  fo  much  zeal  and  ingenuity 
aflerted. 

If  the  theory  of  futh  danger  were  well  founded,  the'prin* 
dples  from  which  it  is  deduced  are  in  the  greater  part  errooe* 
0tts,  and  in  the  Icfs  exaggerated.    Xji^  the  guarantee  of 
Vol.  h  4  A  thi 
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^isHhgdlom  It  1^  that  the  loan  is  made,  and  miift  it  therefore 
abfdlutely.  follow  that  the  loan  is  wholly  fupptied  in  the  fpecie 
of  this  country  ? — Certainly  not.  The  greateft  part  of  it  inay 
be  filled  by  fubfcriptions  in  other  countries,  under  the  faith 
and  aflu ranee  they  repofe  in  our  credit.  Part  of  it  may  be 
paid  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  no  inconfiderable  fhare  be  cfif- 
charged  by  the  variety  of  circuitous  modes  of  dealihg,  fuch  as 
{lores,  merchandife,  &c.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  indeed 
but  it  may  have  one  melancholy  cfFefti  and  at  firft  fcrvc  to 
lower  the  price  of  exchange  ;  but  even  this  is  not  without  its 
counterbalance^  fince  it  will  cheapen  imports,  but  heighten  the 
articles  of  exportation. 

Having  briefly  recapituhtcd  themoft  prominent  arguments 
pf  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  advanced,  and  being  con fcious 
that  to  Examine  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  of  the 
Pank  of  England  would  be  to  betray  them  inadvertently  to  the 
idifclofure  of  their  fecrets, — *'  I  Ihall  give  the  motion/*  faiJ 
Ithe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  '^  my  moft  finoere  and  un- 
qualified negative." 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  faid,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  had  been  fo  ably  ftated  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  ;  and  he  had  only  to  remaft  on  the  injurious  cfFeft 
pf  fomc  qucftions  that  might  be  propofed  to  the  Governor  and 
DcputyGovenior  of  the  Bank  of  England,  by  Members  of 
that  Houfc,  if  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  Ihoaldbe 
parried. 

Mr.  Harrifon  faid,  he  could  by  no  means^  difcovcr  that  the 
exportation  of  fpecie  occafioned  by  the  loan,  bore  any  compa- 
'  yifon  to  that  exportation  of  fpecie,  which  is  the  caufe  and  the 
.effeft  of  mtrchandife.  Where  the  exportation  of  fpecie  in 
mercantile  tranfa£lions  is  reflrained  or  prohibited,  the  nations, 
it  is  true,  are^confequently  cramped  in  their  manufaAures 
and  rcfources,  for  where  money  is  exchanged  for  raw  roate^ 
rials,  the  raw  materials  are  ufed  in  the  manufaftures  of  the 
country,  ^hich  by  tficir  exportation  produce  employment  for 
induftry,  an  increafed  accompt  to  the  merchant,  and  a  large 
revenue  to  the  (late.  '  But  can  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  he 
^fked,  affirm  that  the  exportation  of  fpecie,  which  will  do  all 
this  in  niercantile  affairs,  will  do  it  likewifc  in  war  "i  So  large  an 
apount  to  be  tranfraitted  without  any  immediate  recomppnce, 
in  his  mind,  became  alarming  to  the  extreme. 

Mr,  Thcrnion  rcqucfted  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  as  one  that  might  be  inconvenient  in  it-s  confe- 
quences,  and  that  could  not  be  acceptable  tp  his  relation,  whofe 
attendance  was  required  at  the  bar. 

.      ■  ^     r^'  ■         '.. ' '    - .  -  ^^  -  •-  '. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hujfey  faid,  he  did  not  view  this  queftion  in  a  commer- 
cial light  \  undoubtedly  if  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Gx)Verndr 
ovcrc  to  appear  at  the  bar,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  prevent  the: 
IMembers  of  that  Houfe  from  putting  to  them  any  quefttorfs 

'  .S'  they  might  think  proper^  and  this  was  what  appeared  to  him 
the  only  plaufibleobjeflion  to  his  motion.  As  to  every  thing 
that  had  been  faid  with  fefpeft  to  tlic  exportation  nf  fpecie 
for  mercantile  purpofes,  the  cafe  here  was  entirely  different! 
the  Right-on. Gentleman  well  knew  that  the  money  which 
w^snow  propoled  to  be  fen t  out  of  the  country  would  never 
return.  As  to  pcrfonsin  foreign  parts  fuhfcriblng  totheloan^ 
the  pretext  was  too  flimfy  almoil  to  defervc  an  anfwer;  Thofe 
perfons  muft  be  guaranteed  by  bills  upon  this'  country,  and  it 

"^  .was  of  Jitrlc  confequenee  whether  we  paid  the  fum  in  moneys 

or  in  money's  worth.  It  was  impoffible  for  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  to  judge  of  the  operation  of  fending  fo  large  a 
fum  of  money  out  of  the  country  \  it  was  therefore  that  he 
wlflied  to  apply  for  information  to  thofe  who  were  bed  able  to 
eilimate  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  meafure.  He  declared,  he 
had  brought  forward  his  motion,  not  as  a  party-queftion,  but 
from  a  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country.  He  feared  that  the 
Joan  xioyr  propofed,  would  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  ftattii 
of  public  credit  \  how  far  his  apprehenfions  were  well  found- 
ed, the  fequel. would. prove,  but  he  muft  confideritas  a  mea- 
fure full-fraught  with  danger  and  alarm.  Mr.  tiuffey  faid,  he 
found  what  he  had  fufpeded,'  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
^iras-mafter  of  the  fubjecl,  and  ha<l  previoufly  cdnGdcrcd  it  well; 
but  much  $is  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  argued^  againft 
the  motion,  he  doubted  whether,  if  he  fat  on  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe,.  he~^could  not  have  produced  many,  many  ftronger  argu^ 
memsfor  it.He  paid  a  compliment  to  the  diftinguiflied  eloquence 
.,of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  \  but  faid,  if  any  thing  was 
-wanting  to  (Irengthen  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure,  no- 
thing could  be  more  effe dual  for  that  purpofc,  than'  the  very 
arguments  which jhe  Right  Hon.  Gentkmati  had.urged  in  its 
fupport.  . 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  divi^- 
fion.  J 

Mr.  Courtenai  alked,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  furai 
already  advanced  to  the  Emperor? 

ne  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  fums  tould  nol 
be  exactly  afcertained,  as  they  had  been  advanced  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  with  the  authority  of  his  Majefty^ 
for  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  as  the  preffure  of  clrciimflanees  re- 
quired *,  but  he  believed  that  they  might  amount,  in  the  whole^ 
at  the  end  of  laft  months  to  about  490^00!. 

4  A  a  MAN« 


MANNIKG  OF  THE  NAVT.    .       ^Z    '  1  \ 

'  Th^iKH^W  nfioVe  efeduatty  ihannSng  his  Vh^Hj^^ff^rj^ 
'By  raffing  a  certain  number  of  men,  hf  jpropoiticMi  k>  the  ton- 
nageof  erery  ctet^aid^i>oiincl  merchaiic^xfp^  wem  into'  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mn  Harrifon  offered  a  new  danfe  to.  die  feUowiiig  efic£l : — 
>  Be  itiuither  enaded,  that  every  perfoii  enjoying, s  |>lace  ol 
jpenfioPj  of  the  value  of  ^ool.  per  annum,  (ball  find  one 
.feamany  or  two  landmen )  every  perfbn  enjoyni|i;  a  place  or 
-penfion  of  the  value  c^  50QI.  two  feamen,  or  fpnr  landaien  ; 
dnd  for  every  addition  of  200L  per  anottait  one  feaman*  of 
two  landmen/' 

Thi  Ckawdlor  of  the  Excht^r  (aid,  that  he  fcavoely  kfiew 
whether  this  claufe  belonged  to  the  prefeqt  3«Jlt  priQitheBill 
for  rufing  men  from  the  pariihcs,  it  had  (o  little  veijitioii  to 
either.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  whether  thq  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman m^nt  it  a6  a  joke  tipon  the  Bill,  or  opon.thcr  tootioo 
which  he  had  laft  year  brought  forward  with  re^ft  to  .fine- 
eores  and  penfion$. 

Afr./ibiri^A'difdaimedall  idea  of  a  joke(  he  was.  con- 
vinced that  the  principle  upon  which  he  had  famde<^  faiscimfe 
-was  thai  wbick  muft  ultimately  prevail^  but  admiued  that  it 
-anore  pt^peily  belonged  to  the  Bill  for  raifing men  fromthc 
fpainflies. 

The  Bill  then  weni  through thrCom'mittee,  the  bhink^  «m 

€Ued-upy  and*  the  Houfe  being  refumedj>  dier  report  wa%  ve- 

,^ived,  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Sst- 

chequer,' oidcred  to  be  taken  into  confideration  en  'S.v^rf 

'fifimight.  ,., 

The  Bill  for- raifing  vatn  fromthc  pariftct,  &c»  was  seiii  ar 

feeond  tlme.i-^Ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day*.      . . » 

'     Went  through  the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  HiAtas  Csrpts 

'Slid  agreed  to  the  Amendments  'made  by  the  Lords.  ., 

HeardCouitiTd'oa^thr&irBrinkDfainjqseBilL        ^  '  ^, 

Adjpumedr  '    - 


I*.. 


HAVING  obtained  a  mwH  umB  uni  tirtumftantial  account  of 

.Mr.  Cutvtren's.  ^ipeicb  o»  the  Sif^en^it  rf  t^  HiHb(e&ui.|^erpus 

Silly  thitfts  w^^&fvf  m  (ke  Report  of  the  DtkqU  oftjhat  -,  {uf^eB 

.     in  thcjimfif'^4  Commofu^  on  tbf  2^4  9f.  J^nu^ry  Ufi^  /u/e,  tfke 

ibis  opportunity  of  inferiing  it.  . .  \,. 

f^  Mff;S^EAiCBm,  \ 

'«*^  I  ^hofuM  toot  kave  perfeveted  in  wiOiing  t5  oknide  thyfetf 
•on  yourhotice,  had  I  not  fe!t|  frbm  the  imponaAce  aMdmag* 
fritodt  of  the  qutfftton,  a  daty  tdabyconftituents,  my  ccmntry, 
and  tnyfelf,  ^hich  forbiad  mc-  to  give-  a  filent  vote.  The  qifef- 
tion  fnvolve^  nOt  ottfj  the  prefent  liberty  of  the.fiibje£l^  but 
its  very  exiAence.  Tne  fentiments  I  (hail  ofier  to  dhc  Hbufe 
^nltdveiio^ciaim  to  its  atietttion- but  from  the  fiacerhywith 
^htth  they  ate  delivered.  , 

'^  flAs  "is  a  'moment,  when  evefy  party  diftindion -(lioulA 

Tanifli.    I  look,  Sir,  to  roeafures,  not  to  men.    It  matters  not 

nrho  be  the  mihifter,  provided  he  be  equal  to  ehe  fitontion*^ 

'Myliipport  he  fliall  cIieerfuHy  Inve  in  ever^  exeition  i^r  the 

defence  of  the  country.    I  have '  liftened,  Sir,  to  everv  tbingr 

that  has  fallen  from  the  Learned  Gentleman- X^he  Attorney 

<Seneral),  of ^h6fe abilities  andintegrity  IfaavQthehigheft  Opi* 

tibn :  And  great  indeed  has  been  my  ano«yiihment,«0d4micl9t 

my  confolatton  and  fatisfaftion,  to  find  not  one  p^per;  not  ^ne 

tranfa£lion  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  meafure,  which  is  not  to^ 

bift  found  in  the  Report  ot  the  Secret  Committee  of  laft  year.- 

'We  are  eaUed  upon,  Sir,  for  a  renewal  of  the  meafure,  not 

-^ftom  any  reference  to  the  prefent  moment,  Mt  from  any  caon-' 

'  ^fiderafSon  of  the  aOual  fituation  of  the  cotmrry,  but  from  vl 

reference  to  that  (late,  in  which  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  ftoo8 

;HiA  year.  -  Agreeing  in  every  fentiment,  in  ev^ry opinion  as  to 

the  nature  of  thofe  papers,  and  deprecating  as  much  as'he  can 

'-fl6thdr]^rnicious  tendency;  agreeing  that  they  <:alled  for  the 

^  tnoft  ferious  attention  of  the  ExecutivcGovemment;  I  totally 

diflented  from  the  neceifityof  ^his  metfutvona  former  oo- 

cafion.     And  why  f  Sir,  becaufe^my  mind  was^d  tothat  con- 

clufion,  which'  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  has  this 

^mght  for  the  firft  time  declared  to  the'Houfe.    He  now  ad- 

"Diits,  what  I -always  believed,  that  their  numbers  were  not 

confidehible :  'That  there  was  not  one  tenth  part,  whofe  views 

'Were  dangerous  to  the  conftitution :   Agreed  in  no  one  plan, 

they  were  not- formidable  even  in  proportion  to  their  attni- 

-^bers.  '  I  theh  thought  what  I"Am  now  more  thkn  ever  -convin- 

--ed  of,  -that  the  power  conftituttonally  lodged*  in  tbehandof 

•<?overnnieht  is  amply  fufficient  for  every^pui'pofe<^f  Security v 

'^  At  what'  momitnt,  Siri  were  theftf'iopinSons,  ihefc  new- 

iiMiglcd  do^rioes  jOoSl  likely  to  pafs  cdftdnt  ^  NolvJ  wbm 

their 
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their  falfity  h^s  been  . full 7. proved,  when,  thp  ipifcry,  ,TirTiic  * 
h;ts  attended  tliem  in  another  country,  has  exceeded  what  tlr-s 
iTJoft  atarmed  imagination  could  hare  conceived  ?   No  I   S:i- 
If  there  was  a  monjent,  when  dan^-.r  was  .to  t?c  apprehended, 
from  th?m,  it  was  when  they  were  rreit;.     Their  novelty  ex- 
cited furprife,  and  might   have  allured  men  into  an  acquici— 
cence  with  doftrines,  which  reafon  and  reflection  have  loni:^ 
ago  (hewn    were   not  calculated  to  produce  anjr  oae.of  ther 
advantages,  fo  fpeci^ufly  held  out.     On  the  contrary,  whcre- 
ever  they  have  prevailed,  unesampled  calamity  has  been  tl^e 
cbnfequence.     Sir,  I  drjw   a  fource   of  fccurity  froni    tbofr 
very  papers  *,    when  I  find  them  every  where  compUuning  or 
the  little  effefl  they  have  had  with  the  people.    Whence  hm* 
jthis  proceeded  ?  not  furely  from  a  want  of  energy,  for  wa* 
there  ever  a  difpofition  to  make  more  glorious  effort3  in  tliC 
fdefencc  of  the  country?.  No!  Sir;  their  rejection  has   pro- 
ceeded from  the  good  fcnfe  of  the  people,,  who  are  not  to  be 
deluded  by  fpecious  fpeculations  5  and  who  will  not  make  an 
experiment  beginning  with  the  facrifice  of   a  conftitution* 
which  experience  has  proved  to  thei»  to  have  product  fo 
•many  bleffings. 

**  CaW  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchc<jucr 
deny,  that  unparalleled  exertions  have  been  made  in  armin^t^ 
the  country?  Was  the  military  force  ever  fo  numtroua?  Ls 
there  more  than  one  opinion  in  this  Irloufe  and  the  country  at 
large  in  granting  every  thing,  that  minifters  fliall  deem  re- 
quifite  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  What,  Sir,  arc  the 
fentiments  of  my  conftituents,  whofe  petition  lies  on  your 
table  ?  Endeavour  to  obt<un  the  blelFrngs  of  peace,  but  witlv- 
Kold  nothing,  that  {ball  make  jt  honourable  and  lafting.  Such, 
Sir,  I  believe,  is  the  language  of  every  man  in  the  country. 
Is  it  wife — is  it  prUdcnt — to  adopt  a  meafure,  "that  is  a  lihl 
upon  the  attachment  and  loyalty  of  the  country  ?  A  incafurc 
creating  didruft  among  ourfelves,  and  confidence  in  our  ene- 
mies. Was  there  a  difpofition  in  the  people  to  be  faftious 
and  diflatisficd,  might  .not  the  conduct  of  the  war  ^fibrd  ;% 
wide  field  ?  Great  arud  unexampled  as  have  been  U)e  dilafler.^ 
attending  it,  areihej  whplly  to  be; attributed  to  fortuitous  cir- 
cumftances?  No,  Sir}  much  might  be  attribute  10  UaeMaut 
of  Abilities  in  th^.  Right  Hon- Gontlem^iq,  p^p^rly  tq  dircib 
, the. force  of  this  qountry,  Ycsj  Sir,  while  he  has  his^Ma- 
jefty's  coofidence^  and  that  of  this  Houfe^the  i^ion  is.^f^illing 
to  grant  every  thing  he  can.  require^  Sir,  I  faw  ^i^  ^(lcnii}i- 
ment  ti^e  firft  fteps  that.wcre  taken  by  the  Right  Jion- G«h- 
tlcman  in  th^  fytlem  of  alarm.  Then,  .^roft  \b  'Py  mind  the 
mod  ferio^s.  appr^isn^^fis,  •tha^  rthey-i^QuJd  le^d.  tq  ^8  in« 
Tolyii^lbU  doujinrjr  in.il>e  Qalamiti^s,,qifiW^fir^..I..ljcg,tQ  c^l 

*  '     .         '  '  '"•     tQ 
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totlicretolteftion 'of  the  Houfe  the  bcgmnitig  of  May  17921 
when  a  Right  Hoii.  Gentleman  TMr.  Burlce;  fo  doquenriyf 
and  with  but  too  mttch  fuccefs,  nrft  founded  the  trumpet  of 
alarm,  and  called  upon  the  Right  Hon.  Gcmlemari  to  exert 
the  full  force  of  Government  againft  thofc  dodlrmes.  What 
was  the  reply  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman?  "  As  for  the 
country  being  in  a  ftate  of  ferment,  he  did  not  think  fo,  and 
believed  his  Hon.  Friend  had  gone  too  far,  whew  he  faid  it. 
If  there  were  any,  who  entertained  opinions  inimical  to  the 
cGlnftituttOD,  he  really  believed  their  numbers  were  fmall,  and 
their  prooccdirigs  too  infignificant  to  be  dangerous:  .  For  the 
gteat  body  of  the  people  were  firmly  united  in  their  love  for 
the  conftifution,  andhadaproper  fcnfe  of  the  many  bleflingji 
they  had  enjoyed  under  it/'     Fide  ParL  Reg.  voL.xxx'iVu 

">  Yet,  after  this,  in  the  fame  month  his  Majefty's  Proclama- 
tion came  fortii,  warning  us  againft  the  dangers  that  threaten- 
ed the  country.  How  is  fuch  conduft  to  be  accounted  for  ? 
This  miferable  policy  anfwered  but  too  fuccefsfully  the  ends 
that  werepropofed  by  it.  Dreadful  has  been  the confequence^ 
whether  we  view  it  in  refpeft  to  the  calamitous  war,  into 
which  it  has  plunged  us,  or  in  refpeft  to  the  deteftable 
fjrftcm  of  fpyi/fUj  which  has  dcftroyed  public  confidence  and 
private  fecucity. 

**  Sir,  the  Learned  Gentleman  has  told  us,  though  three 
fucccffive  juries  have  negatived  the  exiftencc  of  a  plot  in  thi« 
country,  we  arc  not  therefore  to  infer,  that  it  did  not  exift  in 
Scotland,  where  two  convi&ions  have  taken  place.  In  my 
confcience,  Sir,  I  d6  not  believe,  that  it  ever  did  exift,  but  in 
that  ivretchy  who  has  juftly  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  crimes  }  ztA 
ill  this  I  am  borne  out  by  the  general  fentiment  of  that 
country.  Sir,  this  t«T^/<rj&— and  I  truft  for  the  fake  of  humanity 
'few  fuch  there  have  been — finding  the  information  he  gave  to 
Government  led  to  the  belief  rather  o£  fecurity,  than  of 
danger,  was  determined  to  try  if  he  could  not  work  upo|i 
the  temper  of  unfufpe£iing  men,  and  lead  them  into  a  fitua- 
tion  fo  criminal,  that  their  facrifice  ftiould  procure  him  atten- 
tion and  reward  from  Government.  God  be  praifed,  the  ruin 
he  intended  for  others,  fell  upon  his  own  head.  But  is  the 
indignation  every  man  muft  feel,  for  fo  confummlte  a  villaioy 
confined  to  this  tranfaftion  alone?  Does  it  ilot  lead. us  to 
execrate  a  fyftem  calculated  to  produce  fuch  horrid  coo* 
fequences.^ 

*•  Sir,  many  of  thefe  papers  owe  their  exiftencc  to  the  fu- 
pincncfs  of  Government,  who  for  two  years  totally  difregard- 
ed  and  defpi fed*  them.  Is  it  not  in  proof  upon  the  lare  trials 
bow -much  their  fpies  have  goaded  on  and  inflamed  xhtfociefies 
'*"         *   .  •  of 
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«f  which  they  were  memben,  in  order  to  ficreai  cheoifdvci 
from  fufpicion?  Much,  Sir,  much  fatisfa&ion  have  tfaefe  late 
trials  afimled  to  every  iodcpendent  man  io  the  conntrj; 
proving  how  incorrupt  waa.the  fource  of  public  juftice*  The 
«bnger8,  I  apprehend,  are  not  from  thefe  miferable  papers 
No  r  Sir,  it  is  from  the  dKbeltef  of  pMic  virtue*  Every  daj^ 
csperience  kfiens  the  opinion  of  the  people :  Tbcy  know 
noe  to  wbift  or  h  whom  they  can  look  with  confidence,  or  on 
whom  they  can  firmly  rely.  What,  Sir,  can  they  think,  iHiea 
they  fee  Gentkmen,  who  -profefiiMl  that  the  imininency  of 
the  danger  which  threatens  the  country,  called  upon  them  to 
fcnounce  old  friendlhips,  to  forget  their  recorded  opinions  of 
the  violation  of  the  conftitution,  with  which  the  iiitrochi^Hon 
to  power  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  attended?  Sir, 
I  gave  them  full  credit  for  the  high  ground  of  principle  they 
had  uken,  but  how  have  they  condoded  themfelves  i  Is  it  not 
notorious,  that  there  has  been  more  jobbing  and  contention 
for  power,  than  ever  disgraced  the  moft  corrupt  Admtniftra* 
•tion,  in  times  of  the  moft  profonndfecurity  ?  Sir,  when  I  look 
to  a  Noble  Earl,  whofe  name  is  reipefbble  from  the  long 
fervices  of  his  predeceflbr,  pcvAefled  of  an  immenfe  fortune, 
bargaining  for  the  provifion  of  a  child  at  the  eipence  of  his 
country,  f  proteft  to  God,  Sir,  this  monftrotts  corruption  tranf- 
ports  me  at  times  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderatiou.  If,  Sir, 
the  pol&iBoa  of  every  thing  which  fortune  or  £tuatton  can 
give,  with  every  thing  to  lofe,  and  nothing  to  gain,  cannot  ex- 
empt me  from  fuch  fcntiments  of  indignation^  what  muft  be 
the  effe£t  upon  men  in  lower  fituations,  who  can  lurdly  bear 
the  burdens  for  the  neceflary  defence  of  tlie  country  ?  and 
what  additional  ones  may  we  not  be  obliged  to  impofe  ? 

**  Let  us  not.  Sir,  miiappiy  our  time  m  provkLtng  remedies 
for  dangers  which  do  not  exyf.  Let  us  aA  fo  as  Io  regain  the 
confidence  we  have  loft,  lit  us  reftore  to  the  people  the  per^ 
kGt  enjqyment  of  their  liberties.  Let  us.  Sir,  ny  every  anion 
convince  thfm  of  our  unwillingnefs  to  infringe  upqn  their 
rights,  or  to  load-  them  with  any  burdens,  beyond  what  un- 
fortunately the  prcflure  of  the  moment  requires.  Then,  Sir, 
\  dare  pronounce,  there  will  not  be  found  Icfs  energy,  fpirir,  and 
refolution  to  maintain  the  conftitution,  than  there  were  exerted 
for  its  eftaMilhinent,  Then,  Sir,  we  may  bid  defiance  to  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  incendiaries.  The  conteft  will  then  boi 
who  can  beft  and  nioitably  dffcxui  his  country.'* 
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